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AUTHOR’S ADVERTISExMENT. 

I T has been jiuhcd proper to begin this New 
Edition of tiic Aoe of l.ouis XIV. with a 
lift of the Royal Inimiiy, and of all the Princes 
of the Fdood of hi^fTinic. I’his is followed by 
one cf all tlic cotcinporaiv Sovereigns, the Mar- 
iJiuls ot r'rance, tlic AvdiXiraE and Generals of 
file (d^ics, and of the ?vliniftcrs and Secretaries 
of State who ferved under this iMonareli. 

After thele is given an Alphabetical Catalogue 
of the learned ivleii and Art: .'Is in every branch. 
This preliminary information is a kind of Dic- 
tionary,® in which the reader may fclcdl the fub- 
jedls he chbofes to render liimfelf mafter of the 
great events which happened in this reign. 
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A G E of L o U I S XIV 


An AUTHENTIC>M^T of the CHILDREN 
of LOlVs XiV. 


Gf the Princes of the Poy/^l F^:HILv rf Fravc'^ 
• in his^'ime^ the coternporary Sovi iii m:\\, :b.’ M \ 
SHALS, the Ministers, and the inoy c f - ' 7 /Et/ 
Writers Artists that jloir, ijbcd in ibn: ^jy:. 


I GUIS XIV. had blit one wire, IWHTi-'J hcivfa 
-J ot Auftria, born in 163.'^ (tlir iamc \c.ir v/'Ji !icr 
hulbancri only daughter of Philip iV. or EikHd, of 
his fjrh marriage with Elizahcth of E’rance, and filer to 
Charles It. and Margarct-Tiicrda, whom flrhplV. had 
by his fecend' aliiance 'wirh Maiy-Annc of yVuhria. 
'I'his fccond marriage nV Philip IV. is lomcwliat re- 
hiarkable. Mary-Anneof Auitria was his niece, and 
had been affianced in 1.048, to Philip-]X;!t!eaz4r, Infant 
of Spain lo that he v.cdtlcxi at once but'i h:j niccc, 
and the betrothed ciVlias own Ion. 

^ 1 lie nupti.iU of Louis XIV. were celebrate'] the ninth 
of June i( 56 o. M aria-^S^erela died iii ic3a. i he 
Hiltorians of that time framed hard to lay fl-acrlun'/ 
extraordinary of tin's princefs. They liavc invented "1 
itory, thata Nun having alked her, if Ihc had nut hud 

iicrfclf 
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herf-^lf out to atrrad the admiration of the young men 
of dillindion at her father’s Court, Ihe replied, “ No, 
“ for there were no Kings among them.” 

They ha\^e not given us the name of this fame Nun, 
whom they have thus reprefented as both impertinent, 
and indifereet, I'he Infantas were not permitted to con- 
verfe with any of the young men of the Court; and 
when Charles T. King of England, then Prince of 
Wales, went to iViadiid to cipoufe the daughter of 
Philip in. he was not allowed even to fpeak to her. 
This anfwer of Maria I'hercia feems bcfides to fuppofe, 
rihat it there had been Kings at her father’s Court, flie 
v/ould have taken pains to attach their affeftions. 
Such a reply might have fuited the filler of Alexander, 
but correfponded not with the modcil fimplicity of 
Maria-Therefa Hiflorians often take the liberty of 
making princes fay things never either faid, or 
ought to have laid. / 

I'hc only ilfue of tlys marriage, that lived, was 
I ouis the Dauphin, intiAed Monfe2gmu}\ who was born 
November I, i6()i, and tiied April 14,1711. Foralong 
time before his death, the following prophecy about him 
was current in France : ‘‘ Son of a King, father of a King, 
but never a King himfelf.” I'he event appeared to 
lavour tlic cicdulity ot thofe who lend faith to pre- 
didions ; but this fentence was nothing more than a 
repetition ot w'hat had been faid before of the father of 
Philip de Valois, and was founded, belides, on the health 
and vigour ot Louis XIV. v/hich promiled . fairer for 
long life, than thole of his fon- 

• A fimilar Hory is recorded of Alexander, who being interrogated, 
wh) he (iid not engage in the Olympic ^ames? anlwered. He would do 
jo, tf rhevs nit're to cope nvtth him. This muft have been Voltaire^s 
rf.i(o[! for oppofing 7 ^ juppojed filler of Alexander^ to Maria-Therefa, 
'vJuct o\ viuviic* Would lid\e been ahlurd, 35* ';e had no After. Quintus 
l.urn'i.v uiiionan, was une of thofe inventive Biographers whom our 
Aiuhor li'iits jtla this pafiage. Ly< nach'is Bearing fome icdoubted 
exploits rcjioi ted of Alexander, c'i.aout, “ Where was i, while fuch 
fine were pet /oiinitip 
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Truth requires it to be affirmed, that no credit is to^e 
given to the Icandalous anecdotes that have beery fo 
often repeated with regard to the private life of this 
prince. The Memoirs of Madaine4de Maintenon com- 
piled by La Beaumelle, are full thefe ridiculous 
llories. One of the mod extravagant is, that Monfeig- 
neur was in love with his own filler, and that he mar^ 
ried Mademoifelle Chouin. Such nonfenfe only re- 
quires to be refuted, bjcaufe it has been publiflied in 
print. 

He efpoufed Maria- Anna-Chriflina-Viftoria of Ba- 
varia, March 8, 1680, who died April 20, 1690; by 
whom he had ifTue, 

1. Louis, Duke of Burgundy, who was born Augufi: 

6, 1682, and died February 18, 1712, of an 

epidemical rneafles. Lie had by Maria-Adclaide of 
Savoy, daughter of King of Sardinia, who 

died February 12, 17I2\ the Duke of Brittany, 
who died in 1705 : \ 

Louis, Duke of Brittany, ^^o died in 1712: And 
.Louis XV. born February 15, 1710. 

The prfeiatuie death of the Duke of Burgundy was 
regretted by all France, and Europe too. He had been 
well-educated, \ was juil, pacific, an enemy to all vain- 
glory, and a pupil v^oithy of the Duke of Btauvilliers 
and the celebrated Fenelon. Vve have, to the reproach 
of human nature, a number of volumes written againft 
Louis XIV. his fon M.nj'cigneur^ and the Duke of Orleans 
his nephew, but notone to record the merits and virtues 
ot this Lrince, whofe character deferved to be handed 
do^n to pofierity, had hd been only a private man. 

2. Philip, Duke of Aj'ijou, King of Spain, who 
was born December,' 19, 1683, and died July 9, 
1746. 

3. Charles, Duke^of Berry, who was born Auguft 31, 
1686, and died mTv^ 1714. 

Louis XIV. had alfo fons, and three daughters, 
vvho all died young, 
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Legitimated o.nd Natural Children. 

Louis XIV. had by the Duchefs of La Valiere, who 
became a Rcclufc of \he Carmelite order, June 2, 1674,- 
profelTcd herfeif J.Mhe 4, 16/5, and died June 6, 17 j O; 
aged fixty-fix, 

Louis of Bour[3on, Count of Vermandois, who wa.s 
born October 2, 1667, and died in 1683. 

Mary- Anne, llikd iMademoifelle cle Blcis^ who was 
born in 1606, married to Ixwis-Armand, Prince of 
Conti, and died in 1739* 

Oiha Natural Children Legitimated. 

Loms-AuGr‘.Tus of Bourbon, Duke of Maine, who 
was born Pvlarch 31, died in 1736. 

LouisXy:sar, Count ot Vexin, Abbe of St. Denis, 
and of St. (Ammain dc/Pres, who was born in 1672, 
and died in 1683. A 

Louis-ALLEXAxmER of /Bourbon, Count of Touloufe, 
who was born June 6, 1678, and died in .4) 37. 
Louisa-Fr ANCES of Bourbon, filled Madtmoifelle de 
Nf.ntes, who was born in 1673, married to Louis III, 
Duke oi Bourbon-Condc, and died in V743, 
Louisa-M.jua of Bouibon, ifiled Al.idcmoifdk dc 
To!:rs^ vvhodiedin 168 1 . 

Fr a\'cls-Maria oi B(;urbon, filled MademoifeUe de 
Blois, who was born in 1677, married to Philip II. 
DuivC of Orleans, Regent of, France, and died in 1 749. 
He had tv,o other fons alfo, wno both died young. 

Princess md Princesses of'^e Blood Royal, who 
Irccd in ths Ac., of Louis XIV’^. 

Joiin-Bai’tist-Gaston, Duke* of^^ Orleans, fecond fon 
of Henry iV. and of Mar;aof Mediefs, who was born 
at P’ontaineblcaii, in iblfsi almoll ever unfortunate, 
hatevl by his brother, perlecutcd by Cardinal Riche- 
lieu j engaging in all the political parties of the 

Court, 
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Court, and frequently forfaking Ir/, confeacrr.rcs. I le 
was the caufeof the deathof the iJuki oi Monrmoren- y, 
or Cinq-Mars, and of the virtuous 'I'liou. Jeal rjs (J’ 

his rank, and the etiquette of dene e himlelr, In: 
yet broke through the form^'j^one^'day, with i\g,>rd uj 
all the Nobility of theCour', at an entcrtarinvrnt whu !i 
he gave tijem •, and taking the Duke of Monib.iz. n 
by the hand^ to lead him dov/n Hails, the Duke i f 
Montbazon laid to him, “ I am the IC H oi'yrur Ireends 
that ever you alfiftecfto dclcend from the leafbldC 1 5e 
:i6ted a confiderabie part, but an unhappy one, dining 
the Regency, and died in banilhmentat llloig in k. C o. 
ELizA^jLTUjdanghterof idenry IV. who\vasi:urn ini( oa, 
married to Phifp IV. very unhappy in hpain, wlieie 
Hie lived without credit or comfort, and dicil in i6 gg 
Christina, lecond daughter of Mcniy IV. wife to 
Vi(^tor- A madams, C-fuke of Savoy. Her life was 
paHcd in a pen left HornV both at Court, and in her 
Family. 1 hey diiputed yith her tiie guardianlhip of 
her fon, oppoled her powtv, and attacked her icpu- 
tatioij^. She died in 1663. 

DenrietI’A-Maria, wife to Charles I. King of Great- 
Britain,'‘the moH unhappy Priniefs of this Houfe. 
She pofllnX^d alnioH all the qualities of her father. 
She died in 1669. 

VlademoifedleDE Montpensier, named the Great 
moifelle. daughter of GaHon, and of Maria de Bour- 
bon Montpcm'ier, wlfofe Memoirs are publiihed, and 
who ii much Ipokcnjof in tliis hiilory. Sue ditd in 
^ the year 1 

vl ARGARFT'i a-Louis.a,\ wife to Cofmo de M^’diris, 
who quitted her huMnd, and retired inio France. 

'’r ANCEs-MAGDALEN^vvifeof Chai'lco-Kminan ucl, Du!:c 
of Savoy. • * 

hiiLip, Monfieur^^^mly broihcr of Louis X!V. lie 
efpouled Henrietn?\ daughter of Charles I. King; 
of Englancl, and gYncl-daugduer to Hmiry IV. a 
Princels dear to Fra^c^by lier wit and accongjlifli- 
merits, and wh«died the flower of herrrge, in 16:0, 

, Mcnficur furvived ’till tlie year j 70 1 , 
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It was he who commenced the new Houfe of Orleans. 
He had, by the daughter of the Eleftor Palatine, 
who died in 1722, 

Philip of Orlea^£v Regent of France, famous for 
his courage, hi$ wh, and his pleafures, brrn for 
focial life even more than for public bufinefs, and 
one of the rpoft amiable men that evet* lived. His 
fifter was the laft Duchefs of Lop*aine. He died 
in 1723. 

'The Houfe «/Conde were a dijlinguijhed Branch, in this Clafs. 

H ENRV, Prince of Condb, the fecond of the name, 
fiift Pri nee of the Blood, was held in much edeeni 
during the Regency, and had a fhara fer of remark- 
able probity in thofc tr^ublefome times. His in- 
come was computed at abo^ffc* two millions of livres 
a-year, according to om prefent reckoning*. He 
gave an example, in t/e management of his houfe- 
hold, of an (xconom)^hat Cardinal Mazarin Ihould 
have copied, if it had been poflible : but hjs greatefl 
glory was to have been the father of the Great Condc. 
He (lied in 1646. 

l^heGaEAT Conde Louis II. of that n^rne, fon of the 
former, and of Charlotra-Margaretta of Montmo- 
rency, nephew to the iiludrious and unfortunate 
Duke o^' Montmorency beheaded at Touloufe, wno re- 
united in his perfon every ^juaiity that had charac- 
terifed, during fo many ages, both thefe^ houfes of 
heroes, was born September 8th, 1621, and died 
Derembcr 1 ith, 1686. t 

He had dfue by Clemenceide Maille de Breze, niece 
to Cardinal Richelieu, \ 

IIfnry-Julius, commonly called Monfieur the Prince ^ 
wlio died in 1705. 

Henry-Julius had, by Ann<^ 6r JBavaria, Palatine of 
tliC Rhine, 

• Abf-» two bundpd ihrlufand pounds FngHfli. 

I OTMS 
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Loui*; of Bourbon, ftilcd Monjieur the Duke^ father of 
him who was Prime Miniiler under Louis XV. 
He died in 1 7 lO. 

fbe Branch (jf Conti. 

The firftvPrincc of Conti, • Armand, was brother to 
the GrcaiCondc; he had apart in i\\t Fronde 
and died iiVi666. 

He leit ilTu^by Anne Martinozzi, niece to Cardinal 
Mazarin, \ 

Louis, who marri^ Mary-Anne, daughter of Louis XIV. 
bf the Duchefs of Valiere, and died Without illue, m 
i6f>5. 

Francis Louis, Prince of Roche-fur-Yon, afterwards 
Conti, who was eledbrd King of Poland in 1697 ; a 
Prince whofe was long held in eltcem in 

France, refcmbling tm Great Conde in his wit and 
courage, and always anS^ated with a dTire of plea- 
Sing, a quality which wa-s often deficient in the Great 
Cqgde. He (died in 1709. 

He itad ilTue by Adelaide of Bourbon, hiscoufn, 

Louis-Armand, born in 1695, who furvived Louis XIV. 

Fhe Branch of Bourbon-Soissons. 

1 here was of th s branch only Louis, Count of 
Soiffms, killed at the battle of La Marfee, in 1641. 
AlUthe other branfhes were extinft. 

The CouR TENAYs w*."re not acknowledged for Princes 
of the Blood, but\by the Courtely of the Public, 
and they held not iilie rank. They were defeended 
from Lewis the but when their anceftors affumed 
the arms of the l^irefs of Courtenay, they iTad not taken 
the precaution /to attach themUlves to the Royal 
Family, at th(“ when the great land-holders ac- 
knowledged no prs qgative, except what was annexed 
to the great feod|/l '^ures, or the Peerage. 


call antiminifferial League, in the Minority of Louis XIV, fo 
a 4 This 
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Hhis branch had pVcn Thriperors to Conflantinoplr, 
but could not liirnifh an acknowl d[^t d Prince of the 
idlood. Cardin, il Mazarin, in order to mortiTy the 
lio 1' (A Condc, cndcavoiircd to confer on ihei'n the rank^ 
and hoiv.urs they had b^een aiming at fo long;, buy. he 
foLiin; thu tl;ey haa jv-t fiiflicicnt confec|ucnce in them- 
lelves, to lecoiul his iiitenuon. 

COTEMPOR A R Y SG V J ' RE I C NS. 
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when he owcal jus rile; l()r having c^^dunned’ 
the live proportions of janleniiis, ^v about havmp- 
ev. r taken ihie trouble or leading the boo!: ; and for 
liaviipg been go'cinud bv laonna Cd-mpia, hie 
fuIeiNn-law, Vv'eo iol.i, under his Poiu fnaate, every 
thing tiiat was vendibk, 1 ie died m id 5. 

Clny, r\ l:.x A? s ER V H. It was he tn a' d pirdoit 
or i.Ovd'iXiV. h' L ^yJc ii lb- vre. cv'. n a 

voi Je no r ,h. ;i t n b ^n \d!!. [ Poi'g t me (Abutn^ nd- 
Cel ior 1 <i\ : ; ;; iie_' b'el cl i-wapoi'hn. Ire ei'neiLv.ijd 
Vv'i;h p! iciiig a cm in. ilinn-e. lie dad m 1607 . 

Ivolpinb dg Ci.i ’0 CUT liv. :Ca:ronoflitLr,aure,vvith- 
ou: V. I itnrg Vv r:es ; pac 'ic, rndhnorrr.c.d, iibcr.il, am I 
a iean r or ins oe'y !e. km luiu-two vdnjeels at hea: t, 
wdiicii Ire vV.iS not able to cenv^S • to hin-der the 
1 ii IvS iHnni takiirg Candia, to pr-Pd rvc p<cace in 
tne hodn,aan chuudi. lie g^d in luec). 

Aki.ri, CLE.Miar nk am Ivm' h man, .'oul of a pacife 
dlpnidon, I'k': ins pimcc'^br* blit goiarncd toc^ 
nu.cli. l ie died in 1076 . 

Odelculrni, 

i. ' 
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Odefcalqni, Innocent XI. A violent enemy to 
' Louis XIV. forgetting the intcrelb of the Churdi 
in favour of the^ league foimed againft that Monarch, 
lie is often mentioned in tins hiftory. lie died 
'l%i68y. ) 

a Venetian, Ai.exaA'dfr VIII. Few men ever 
' tlillril^;£il more charity, ^ ihewed more liberality 
to his n.la^ns. He died i\ 1691. * 

IFgnatelli, In^jcent X!I. n\ condemned the illuftri- 
ous FcnelonV Kx*eiiting'*thib, he was loved and 
efteem-ii. IL^delin 1700. 

Alb.ini, Cl I mentVi. Mis bull againll Quefne], v/hich 
is only a Tingle \eer, is more generally read than 
his works in fix fol\) volumes, lie died in 172 r. 


Of the OTTOMAN RACE. 
^RAHIM. ’ I'is him ofVhom Racine faid very juftly, 

‘‘ This foolllh Prince diodds a ot impending fete * ; 

V But fpends his thoughtlefs hours in child i(h pratc.’^ 

RaiM^roni a prilbn to a tlironc, on tlie d- ath of his 
brother Amurarh. But notvvithitaiiding his we. knefs* 
the Turks conquered Candia under his reign. He 
. was ftrangled in 1649. 

Mahomet iV. fon of Ibrahim. He was depofed, and 
died in 1687. 

SoLiMAN in. fon of Ibrahim, and brotlier to Maho- 
met IV. afrer vaiious fucctffes in his wars againft 
Gernfany, died a natural death, in 1691. 

Achmet H. brother to the former-, a poet and mufi- 
cian. His aimy was beaten a!t Sa]anl:amen by Trince 
Louis of Baden. He died in 1695. 

Mljstapha II. fon 'to Mahomet IV. coryqncror at 
remefwar, conquyTd by Prince Eugene, t ihc battle 
ot Zenta on in September 1O97, depofed 

* V 

* Alluding to the cuilonip'*^ Sultrins of imprifoning id! tlicir 
brothers, and putting tlioTepr uVem to deaiii, who nre dilhnguidied 
ioj fenfe, fpirit, or oiher taleu^^ dangerous to dclpotifin : 

“ Bears like the d'urk ncj biother renr tite thn-n? ” 
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in Adrianoplc, and died in the feraglio at ConftantN 
nople, in 1703. 

Achmet III. brother to the former; defeated alfo by 
Prince Eugene, at Pcterwaradin and at Belgrade, 
dcpofed in 1730. 

EMPEROR 5 > of GERMANY. 

/ 

Nothing particular 5 tHhem need hj^ mentioned here, 
as they are fully fpoken of in the body of this 
hiftory. 

* Ferdinand III. died in 1657. 

Leopold I. died in 1705. 

Joseph I. died in 171 1. 

Charles VI. died in 1740. 

KINGS jof SPAIN. 

The fame filence is obferved here, and for the'^famc 
reafon. 

Philip IV. died in 1665. 

Charles II. died in 1700. 

Philip V. died in 1746. 

KIN GS of PORTUGAL. 

John IV. Duke of Braganza, furnamed the Fortunate, 
His wife Louifa de Gufman .made him King of P r- 
tugal. He died in 1656. ' 

Alphonso, fon of the lormcr.. If John was made King 
by his wife, Alphonfo was! dethroned by his. He 
was confined in the Ifland of.Tcrcera, where he died 
in i6?3, 

Don Pedro, brother to the form^^.r, whom he deprived 
both of his crown and wife in order to render 

his marriage with her legit if ate, he had his brother 
pionounced impotent, •^^'SilYfofligate as he was. 
He died in 1706. 

John V. died in 1750, 


KINGS 
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kings of ENGLAND, SCOTLAND. 
and IRELAND, of whom mention is made in the 
Age of Louis XIV, 

Cl^LES I. affafTinated, accruing to forms of law, on 
a l^^old, in 1649. \ 

CROMWEi^i^'lOliver) i^roteftoWDecemljer 22, 1653; more 
powerful han a King. HA died September 15, 1658. 

Cromwell (l>tchar 4 ) Prote^r immediately after the 
death of his^ther. He was peaceably difpoffefled, 
in the month ^June 1659, and died in 1685. 

Charles IL died\ 1685. 

JamIs II. dethroncX in 1688, and died in 1701. 

William III. died 1^1702. 

Anne Stuart, died in 1714. 

George I. died in 


^ KINGS of DENMARK. 

Ci^isTiAN IV. died in 1648. 

Fre^ric III. acknowledged in 1661, by the Clergy 
and tTie Burghers as an abfolute fovereign, fuperior 
to the laws, having authority to enaft, to abrogate, 
or infringe them, at his foie will and pleafure. The 


Nobles were obliged to comply with the determination 
of the two other Orders of the State. By this ftrange 
conftitiuion the Kings of Denmark are the only 
Princes who are defpotic by law; and yet, what is 
ftill«more extraordinary, is, that neither that King, 
nor any of his fuccefr)rs, have ever fince made any 
iinjultifial)le ufe of fuch boundlcfs controul. He 


died in 1667. 

Christian V. died in 1699. 

Frederic IV. die^in 1730. 

.KINT^S of SWEDEN. 

Christina, She is /mlich fpoken of in the Age of 
Louis XIV. » She dibdicatcd in 16541 and died ac 
Rome, in 1689, 


Charles 



THE AGE OF LOUIS XIV. 


xii 

Charles X. Gustavus, who attempted to ePiablifl^ 
tliC cieTporifm of the Crown, and died in 1660. 

Charl cs XL wJio confirmed it, and d;ed in 1697. 

Ch ARLES XII. who abufed ir, and was therefore th^ 
caidc of the people’s Kcovcring their liberty a^ain. 
He died in j; 1 8. 

KINGS ft POLANPr' 

Ladislaus-Sigis.moniv '^aiiqticroj of pie Turks. It 
was he who, in i6.j5, fent a magnyicenr enibaily to 
cfpoule by proxy the Princefs la dc Gonzaga de 
. Nevcis. '1 he fuitc, the drcfles. the horfes, and the 
coaclics of the Polifli Ambe.fadors, cclipfed the 
fplencluur of the Court of Frano., on whichLouisXIV. 
had iioc yet beftowed that ‘ magnificence that has 
fince out-flione ail the odiei; Courts in the world. lie 
d cd in 1648. » ' ; / 

Joum-Lasimir, brother to the former, a Jefuit 
atterwards a Cardinal, and then King. He efpoiA^d 
his brother’s widow, grew tired of Poland, rctir Al to 
Paris, was made Abbe of St, Germain dcs Pres^ lived* 
mnch with Ninon de L’Enclos, and died iiwby z. 
jVIieHAEL WIENOWISKI, elcftcd in 1670. He luifered 
Jvaminicck to be taken by the Turks, the only fortified 
town he had, and the key of his kingdom, and fub-* 
mitted to be their tributary. He died in 167:’. 

John Sorieski, eleded in 1674, conqueror ot the 
Turks, and rcfiorcr of the liberty of Viciiiia. Ills 
life lias been writicn by the Abbe Coyer, an man of 
jen(e aiici pliilolopliy. He manxed a French \vonn;n, 
as well as Ladiflaus and Cafniiir. She was Madcnioi- 
Icllc d’Arqu en. He died in 1696. 

Augustus I. Jslcilor ol Saxony, deded in i%7, by 
one jiaiTv of the Nobles, while tlC^ Pnnee of Conti was 
choicn by the other. I le loon bT^imc iole King, was 
dethroned by Charle. XII. re-^-ftfibTiflicd by the Czar 
Peter I. ana died in 17- p p? 
l^T.iNisJ. Aus, cfta'd'fteci, *^"6ri** ti e contrary, by 

Charlts XH. ax 1 detbu-oued by Peter 1. He 
dxd in y. 

KING^S 
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KINGS of PRUSSIA. 

Frederic, the firft King, died in 1700. 

Frederic-William, the firft thit ever had a great 

”^.iirmy, and who difciplined it; father of Frederic the 
who was the firft that conquered with this 
armjV , He died in 1740. j 

CZARS ^/-.RUSSIA, tMPERORS. 

Michael Ro\^no,* fon to' Philarete, Archbifliop of 
Kofcow, cle6lev^in 1613, at the age of fifteen. In his 
time the Czars abofe a wife among their own fubje6ls. 
They fummoned^p their Court a number r)l youn^ 
women, and chofe one they liked. Thefe were the 
ancient Afiatic manl^ers. Thus did Michael efpoufe 
the daughter of a poor gentleman, who tilled his 
own land himfelf. died in 1645. 

Alexis, fon of Michael, \ho fought againft the Octo- 

S^mans with fuccefs, and died in 1676. 

Fe^r, fon of Alexis, who attempted to civilize the 
l^Mians, a work referved for Peter the Great. He 
died iif 1682. 

Ivan, brother to Fedor, and the elder brother of 
fVter, but incapable of the throne. He died 
in 1600. 

Peter the Great, a real founder. He died in 1725. 


GOVERNORS of FLANDERS. 

^ Low -Countries ha been generally the 7 'heatre of 
the JFci}\ in the ’h'ime of Lou s XIV. it may be ufeful 
here to give the Suc^effion of the Governors of this Fro^ 
vince^ vobo never faiv the Faces of any ofjheir Kings 


fince Philip II. 




T H Ft. Marquis ANcisco deMello d’Assumar ; 

the fitmc who was‘ beaten by the Great Condc. He 
was difmifted in 1644. 

The great Commander Castel Rodrigo, who died 
.in 1647, 


Leopold- 
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Leopold-William, Arch-Duke of Auftria, that is to 
fay, only bearing the title, without any of the poffef- 
fions of that principality, brother to Ferdinand II. 

It was he who fenc a deputation to the Parliament of , 
Paris, to join with him in a league againft Cardjv.al 
Mazarin. He died in 16^0. 

Don John of Austria^! natural fon to Phi^’p IV. a 
powerful enemy •to the J'fuit Nithar, Prfne Minifter 
of Spain, as the Princ^ of Conde to Cardinal 
Mazarin *, but more fu'ccefsful than latter, as he 
banifhed Nithar out of the kingdon^xor life. It was 
he who was beaten by Turenne^at the battle of 
Dunes. He died m 1659. « 

The Marquis of Caracfne, whp died in 1664. 

The Marquis of Castel Rod^go, who ill fullained 
the war againft Louis XIV. and who indeed could 
not fuftain it well. He died iTi 1668. 

Fernandes de Vesasco, donftable of Caftille, who j 
died in 1669. ^ 

The Count of Monterey, who privately fuccor^ed 
the Dutch againft Louis XIV. He died in 1675.^/ 

The Duke of Villa Hermosa, the moft li'^cral man 
ofh’Stime. He died in 1678. 

Alexander Farnese, lecond fon to the Duke of 
Parma. This name of Alexander Farnefe was difficult 
to fupport. He was dilmifled in 1682. 

The Marquis of Grana, who died in 1685. 

The Marquis of Castanaga, who died in 1692. 
Maximilian-Emmanuel, Eledtor of Bavaria, after 
the battle of Hochftet, He held the title till the peace 
of Utrecht, in 1714, and died the fame year. 

Prince Eugene, Vicar-General of the Low-Countries. 
He never refided there, and died in 1736. 

MARSHALS of FRAn\::E who died 
or who ferved under t^ouis XIV. 

D ’Albret, (CeftirPhoebiK)of the family of thcKings 
of Navarre, Marftial of France in i‘653. He conde- 
feended to efpoule the daughter of Guenegaud, Trea-, 
furer of the Exchequer, who was a Lady of g re a t 
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merit. St. Evremond has celebrated her. He had 
been a lover of Madame Maintenon, and of the fa- 
fltnous Ninon j loved in private life, and refpefted in 
iyar. He died in 1676. 

^''^ 3 ,’Alegre (Yves) having ferved near fixty years 
under Y puis XIV. was not mjede a Marfhal till 1724. 
Hedied'".y733. j 

D’AsFELD\\Vlaude-Francis-ividal) acquired a great re- 
putation for th‘ attack and defence of places. He con- 
tributed much the •fuccefs bi'^he battle of Almanza, 
He was created^' a Marftial in 1734, and died in 

1743- \ 

D’AuBussoN(Fran;jsdelaFeuillade) Marlhal in 1675. ' 
It was he who, outW gratitude, let up a ftatue 
of Louis XIV. in th^Place des Viftoires. He died 
in 1691. His (bn was not made a Marfhal, till a long 

E ie after, in 1725. • 

D’Aumont, (Antony) ^randfon of the famous John 
irflial d’Aumont, one of the great Captains of 
He:^ IV. Antony contributed much to the gain- 
ing battle of Rethel in 1650. He received the 
MarfhaJ’s-* ftaff upon that occafion, and died in 
1669. 

De Balincourt, Marfhal in 1746. 

Berwick, (James Fitzjames Duke of) natural fon to 
James II. King of i ngland, by a filler to the Duke 
of Marlborough. James created him Duke of Ber- 
wick in England. He was likewife a Duke in Spain, 
and one^in France alfo. He was made a Marflial 
in 1706, and (lain at the fiege of Philipfburgh, in 

^734. 

Bassompierre (Francis dc) born in 1579, Colonel- 
General of the Swils. A Marfhal in 1622; priioner 
in the Baftille, from^ the year 1631 to thewdeath of 
Cardinal Richelieu. He there compofed his Memoirs, 
which are made upV^'f the intrigues of the Court, and 
his own gaHantries. Ca^far, in his Commentaries, 
never mentions a word of>*is amours. Ic is laid, that 
he faced the fo[Ie of the Coiirs-la-Reinc with Hone, 
at his own expence . Fie died in 1646. 


Bellefonps 
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Bellefonds (Bernardin Gio-aut de) Marflial in 1698,’ 
He gained a battle in Catalonia, in 1684, and died in 
1699.' 

De Belle-isee (Lonis-Charles-AuQ;uftus de Foiique^^ 
Grand-lbn of the Superintendanr, diftinguifned i'^'^'the 
Wars of 1701, Duke anal Peer, Pfince of the,^,mpire, 
Marflial in 1741. He ^^ncerted with hi^ brother all 
the plan of the* war aminft the Q^iieei’^bf Hungary, 
in wlrch his brother Kgs killed, died Minifter 
of State. /' 

Bezons (James Bazin de) Marflial/h 1609, and died,’ 

> 1733- / 

Bipon (Armand-Charlcs de Go/taiit, Duke of) who 
revived the Duchy in his famij/‘. Havino; ferved irs 
all the wars of Louis XIV. a^d 


k>d: 


an arm 


at the 


fiege of Landau, he was nor made a Marilial till 1734. / 

Boufflers (Lcwis-Franci^, Duke of) one of the befV^ 
officers of Louis XIV. Marflial in 1693, and died ir' 
1711. 

Bourg (Eleanor-Maria du Maine, Count Du) gdAed 
an important battle under Louis XIV. but y,as not- 
made a Marfli.d till 1723. He died the fame' year. 

Brancas (Henry de Villars de Sirdij having ferved 
a long time under J^ouis XlV. was made a Marflial in 


1734- 

Breze (Urban de MailLg fvlarquis of) brother-in- 
law to Cardinal Richelieu, Marflial in 1632, Vice- 
roy of Catalonia, aivd died in 1650. 

Broglio (Vidfor-Maurice) having ferved i.ri all the 
wars of Louis XIV. was created a Marflial in 1724, 
and died in 1727. 

Broglio (Francis-Maria, Duke of) fon to the former. 
One of the belt Lieutcnanr-Genenils in the armies of 
Louis X*IV ; was made a MarfliH in 1734, father of 
another Marflial Broglio, who uiij[tcd the talents of his 
anceflors. 

Castelnau (James de) Marflial ill 1650, and killed 
the fame )ear, at the fiegc fTTUalais. 

Catinat (Nicholas de) Marflial in f 693. He joined 
philofophy to the talents for v/ar. 'i he Lift day ht 
commanded in Italy, he gave the parole 'U dY. 
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Qajfietiy which latter was the name of his own country- 
houfe. To this place he immediately retired, fpent the 
remainder of his life in reading and reflection, and died 
after having refufed the blue ribband *. 

Ov^MiLLi (Noel Bouton de). He had ferved at the 
fiege or^ndia, A Marflid ir/170?, and died in 1715, 

Chate^^Ren AUD(Francis'rouisR(iuflelet de) Vice- 
Admiral of Fnmce, ferved equayy well by Tea and land 5 
cleared the fea (^piratiis, defcadfd%theEnglifli inBantry- 
bay, bombarded'^lgiers, and placed the Ifles of Ame- 
rica in fafecy. FlV was a Marfhal in 1703, and died 
in 1716. \ 

Chaulnes (Honor^d’Albret, Duke of) MarfliaJ ip. 
1620, and died in 164^ 

Choiseul (Claude de^ third Marfhal of France of 

t name, in 1693, agid d.ed in 1711, 

AMBAULT (FhilijAdc Palluau de) Marfhal in 
d died in 1665. 

.ermont-Tonnerre, having ferved in the wai^ 
was made a Marfhal in 1747. 

I ^Francis de Franquetot) a long time one pf 
the General Officers under Louis XIV. was created aMar» 
fhalin 1734, and gained two battles in Italy, 

CoLiGNi (Gafpardde) Grandfon of the Admiral of that 
pame ; a Marfhal in 1622, Commander againfl the rebel 
forces of the Count of SoifTons, and was flain at the 
battle of Marfee. FJe died in 1646. 

Crequi (Francis de) a Marflial in 1668, and one who 
died in 1^87, with the reputation of a Commander whq 
w^as fit to fucceed Marflial Furenne. 

D’Etampes (James de la Ferte-Imbaut) a Marflial 
in 1651, and died in 1668. 

D’Etrl'es (Francis-Hannibal, Duke) Maj^lial in 
1626. What is very fingular with regard to tics p^rr 
fon, is, that at thea^l^of nincty*three, he married fgr 
his fecond wife^ Mademoiielle de Manican, who had juft 
before mifcarried by a former amour. He died abovp ^ 
hundred years of age, in i^fo. 


, • TIic Order of the Holy-Ghoft. 

It b P'Etree5 
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D’Etrees (John) Vice-Admiral in 1670, a Marlhal 
in i68i, and died in 1707. 

DT/fREEs (Viftor-Maria) fon of John D’Etr&s, 
Vice-Admiral of France, as his father was, before ]je 
had been created a Marlhal. It is to be rema^^Led, 
that in this quality of VieV Admiral of France, he com- 
manded theimitfd fleet^hf France and Sp5;>.,''in 1701, 
and was made a Marfh/l in 1703. H)^^iied in 1737. 

Duras (James Hen/fs.^le Durfort d^ nephew to the 
Vifeount Turenne, made Marlhal in ^75, immediately 
after the death of his uncle, and di^ in 1704. 

Duras (John de Durfort, Dul/e of) Field-Marllial 
under Louis XIV. and Marlhal yi' France in 1741. 

' Fabert (Abraham) Mailhal/n 1658. Some have 
imputed both his fortune apd his death to luper- 
natural caufes : but there ^was nothing extraordinary 
in his life, except his having deferved his luccefs b;J 
his merit, and his having refufed the ribband c): 
*The Order ^ though the proofs of his title to it Vere 
offered to be difpenfed with*. ’Tis faid thar^^Car- 
dinal Mazarin piopofed to him to ad as fpy in 
the army, and that his anfwer was, ‘‘^’Perhaps it 
“ may be necefiary for a Minifter to make ufe of 
“ fcoundrcls, as well as men of honour, but I chufe 

only to ferve in the latter character.” Fle died in 
1662. 

Fare (de la) fon of the Marquis de la Fare, celebrat- 
ed for Jiis ingenious pieces of poetry : an Officer in the 
war of 1701, and made a Marlhal in 174D. 

Ferte Senxeterre (Ilenry, Duke de la) made 
Field-Marfiial at the hege of Hefdin, commanded the 
left wing at the battle of Rocroi, appointed a Marflial 
in 1651, and died in 1681. 

FoRcfE ( James Nompar dc Cauniont de la) Marllial 
in 1622. fie was one of thofe v)ho happened to efcape 
at the Malfacre of Sc. Baitholomew, and wrote an 

* Voltaije does notnickiiu)!! Order here hinted at ; but it iriud 
be fuppofed to be I’omj pariitular diilinclion, which thofe only were 
iiuitled CO, who could prove a ocnealogicai fucceflion, for a certain 
tcinn nntaiiilcd with Plebeian blood. 

3 j^ccounC 
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.account of it, in the Memoirs preferved in his family. 
He died at ninety-feven years of age, in 1652. 

* Foucault (Louis) Count of Daugnon, Marlhal in 
; 1^53, and died in 1659. 

Ga.ssion (John de) pupil of the great Guftavus. A 
Marfliidi in 1643. He was^a Calvinift. He never 
would maory, faying, that Le thoug^it life a thing of 
‘‘ too little value to fliare it with any one.” He was 
killed at the fiege of ]^cns, 10^^647. 

G[iamo?^t (/i:nthoay de) Marihal in 1641, and died 
in 1678. 

Gramont (Anthony de) grandfon of the former, a 
Marflial in 1724, farher of the Duke of Gramont 
who was killed at tL^{ battle of Fontenoy? and died 
in 1^725. \ 

Grancei (James-Rou^j^elj Count of) Marflial in 
jf^i, and died in 1680. \ 

V Guebriant (John-Baptift de Budes) Marfhal in 
TtA2. One of the bell warriors of his time. Slain at 
the i^ge ot Rotweil, and interred with pomp at Notre- 
. Daine!^ 

HarcoiJrt (Henry, Duke of). It may be faid, that it 
was he who put an end to the old enmity between the. 
French and Spanilh nations, while he was Ambaffador 
at Madrid. His addrefs and arts of plcafing won fa 
much on the Court of Spain, that Charles II. confent- 
cd to adopt a grandfon of Louis XIV. as heir to his 
dominions. It v/as his place to have commanded, inflead 
of Marflial Villars, the year of the fuccelsful campaign of 
Denain; but he could hardly have acquitted himfdf in 
fhat charge with more glory. He was made a Marflial in 
1703, and died in 1718. His fon was made a Marflial 
in 1746. 

FIocquincourt (Charles de Mouchi) Mftflial in 
1651. He was killed in purfuing the enemy before 
Dunkirk, in 1658. 

Hopital (Nicholas de L’) Captain of the Guards 
under Louis XOI. MarfliaMn 1617, having flain 
the Marflial d’Ancrc; but he other-ways deferved t;us 
dignity, on account of his general bravery. He is 

2 numbered 
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numLered among the Marihals of this age, as dying in 
the re,gn of Louis XIV. in 1644. 

lli^MihRES (Louis dc Crcvan, Marquis D’) Marfltal 
in 1668, and died in 1694. 

Lvkusk (John Armand dc) Pvlarfhal of Francc'in 
j 6c and died in 1710. \ 

D’IsENCHiEN,^an Ofiic^^r under Louis XIY and Mar- 

lhal in 1741 

Lorge (Guy-Alph^nfeis de Dyrfort^de) nephew to 
the Vifeount 1 urenne. Marflul in 1^76, and died in 
] 702. 

Luxembourg (Francis-Henry de/vlontmorenci, Duke 
f.f) The pupil of the Great Marflial in 1675. 

There were feven Marfhals ot^his name, befides the 
Conft.ibles •, and fincc the elc/'nth century, tliere lias 
htrdly been a reign without Jbme of the family at tiic 
Jicad of armies. He died in |] 695. 

Luxemboupg (Chriuian Louis de Montmorenci ’ 
grandfon of the former, fignalized himftlf in the y^rar 
of 1701, and was madeaMaifnal in 1747. T 

De Maillebois, Ion to the Minifler of Staf. Def- 
rnarers, having fignali/ed himlelt f)n all oc caftbns during 
the war of 1701, was made a Maiflial in 1741 

Marsix, or Marchin (Ferdinand, Count of) palfed 
from the Auftrian fervicc into tiiat (d* K;anee, was 
made a Marihal in 1703, and \^as ksilid at d uiin, in 
1706. 

De Matignon f'Cliarles-Augidlus-Goioii de Gace) 
Tlaiflial in 1708, and died in 1729. 

Maui,l\'rter-Langeron’, Marihal in 1745. 

Meda \ 1 f James-Lfoiioi Rouxcl de (uancei. Count 
of) was not made a Marihal till 1724, though lie had 
gained a complete victory in 1701;. He died in 1725. 

De R-t Meillerave (Charles de la b'orte) made Mat - 
ihal in )tKo, under l..ouis XIII. who prefented him 
with tlie rvlarlhars (tafl' at the fiege ot Hefdin, He 

o 

* Pci-oiis oi' ircdt Dll It hopes in vr.mcc, at this rate. 

How many Pimps, Paiaiacs, and PutainSf wcit* ciercjcii. 01 piovidcd 
fej-j ii: i'.j iv } iuierva! 1 


was 
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was Grand Matter of the Ordnance, and had the* repu- 
tation of being an expert commander at fieges. He 
died in 1664. 

Montes(^uiou (Peter Count of Artagnan) Maitt:ial 
in 1709, and died in 1725. 

MoNiTRFVEL (Nicholas. Aiiguttus de la Baume) Mar- 
ttial in 170^", and died in 1716", • 

Motte-Houdancourt (Philip de la) Marflial in 
1642. He was fent 40 the Catt^^ of Pierre-en-Cil'e in 
164J; and it is ‘remarkable that there was no General 
who had not been ^mpri^ontd or exiled during the ad- 
minittrations of Cardinals Richelieu and Mazarin.. 
He died in 1657. Grand-fon was made a Mar- 

fhal in 1747. 1 

Naxgfs (Louis-Arn\ind de Brichantcau) ferved 
'^with dittindion under M^^iTnal Villars in the war ot 
‘*{701. He was made a Mlirlhal under r.ouis XVk 
\ Navailles (Philip de Montaud de Bence, Duke of) 
a i.-^Iarflial in 1675, commanded at Candia under the 
Duke^f Beaufort, and after him. Hediedin 1604. 

. No\ll£S ( Anne-Julius Duke of) Marihal in 1693.' 
He fignalized himfdf in Spain, where he won the battle 
ot Ter. He died in 1708. 

N-oailles ( Adrian-Maurice) fon to the former, a 
General in the army in Kouttillon in 1706, a Grandee 
ot Spain in 171 1, after having taken Gironne. He was 
not made a Marlhal of France till the year 1734. He 
prefided over the Finances in 1715, and has been fince 
Minitter #t State. Nobody wrote difpatches better than 
he. He died in 1 766. 

Plessis-Praslin (Ciefitr Dukeof Choifeul, Count of) 
a Marihal in 1645. He had the glo^y of defeating 
Vifcount 1 urenne at Rethel in 1630. fie died in 
1675. 

, PuiSEGUR (James do Chattenetde) aMarfhal in 1734, 
Ion ot James, Lieutenant-General under Lou’sXIII. and 
Louis XIV. wko acquired gi eat reputation, and has left 

feme Memoirs. The Maflliai has written on the 
iubjeft ot war. ^ Ffe was a perfon whom the Minitter al- 
ways confultcd in critical fituations, 

^3 


' Richelieu 
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PvK^nrLTEu (Lonis-Francis-Armand du PlciTis, Duke 
of) a Brigadier under Louis XIV. a General in the army 
at Genes, a Marflial in 1748, and took the Ifland ot 
Minorca from the Englilh, in 1756. 

Rochefort (Henry-Louis, Marquis of Alongni, and 
Marquis of) Marlhal in 1675, and died in 1676. 

Roqullaure e(Anthony-Gafton-John-Baptifl:, Duke 
of) Marlhal in 1724. 

Rosen, or Rose (Cpnrad de) o^ an ancient family in 
Livonia, ferved liift a volunteer in 'tlie Regiment dc 
Brinon but his birth and merit havnyg been foon known, 
he wis raifed Itep by Hep. James il. made him General 
of his troops in Ireland. lie was made a Marflial of 
France in 1703, and died at tW age of eighty-feven, 
in 1715. ^ ^ / 

Saint-Luc (Timoleon d’|ipinai de) fon of the brave 
Saint-Luc, whofe eiogy is imade by Biantome. Hd 
was made a Marflial in 1628, and d.ed in 1644. } 

ScHOMBERG (Fredcric- Amiand) pupil of Frederve- 
Ilenry, Prince of Orange. A Marlhal iii 1675, Jjukc 
of Mertola in Portugal, Governor and Gcneralireuiio of 
PruiTia, Duke and General in England. Uie was a 
zealous Proteftant, quitted France on the revoca- 
tion of the Edid of Nantes, and was flain at the battle 
of the Boyne, in 1 690. 

ScHULEMBERG (Jolin dc) Couiit of Mondcjcu, origi- 
nally from Pruflla. Marflial in 1658, and died in 
’ 1671. 

Taelard (Camillo d’Oftun, Duke of) It wf^s he who 
concluded the two Treaties of Partition. Marflial in 
1703, Minifter of State in 1726, and died in 1728. '' 

Tesse ('Rene de Froullai) Marflial in 1703, and died 
in 1725. 

Turenne (Henry de la Tour, Vifeount of) born in 
1611. Marlhal of France in 1644, Marlhal-General 
in 1660, and died in 1675. 

Vauban (Sebattian le Prdre, Marquis bfy Marflial in 
1703, and died in 1707. 

ViLLARs (Louis-Claude, Duke of)twho took the name 
of lienor. Marflial in 1702. Prefident of the Council 

of 
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ttfWar in 1718, reprefented the Conftable at the Co- 
fonationof LouisXV. in 1722, and died in 1734. He 
is mentioned in this hiftory, as well as Turenne. 

F ViLLiiRoy (Nicholas de Neuville, Duke ofj Gover- 
nor to Louis XIV. in 1645 •, Marflial the lame year, and 
"died in 1685. 

ViLLEROY (Francis de Neuville, Duke of) Ton of the 
former. Governor of Louis XV. Marlhal in 1693. 
His father and he were Chiefs of ihe Council ofFinanccs, 
a title without any office annexecf, but only as a form to 
have them admitted of the Council-Board. He died 
in 1730. 

VivoNNE (Louis-Vi 61 or de Rochechouart, Duke of) 
Standard-B^'arer of th; Cliurch, General of the Marines, 
Viceroy of Meflina, and Marflial of France in 1675. He 
is not reckoned as the firfl: Marflial of the Marines, be- 
I caufe he was in the land-f^rvice a confiderable time. He 
idied in 1688. 

UxELLEs (^Nicholas Chalon du Ble, Marquis D’) Mar- 
fliakin 1703, Prefident of the Council for foreign affairs 
in 1^8, and died in 1730. 


GRAND ADMIRALS of FRANCE 
during the Reign of Louis XIV. 

A RMAND de Maille, Marquis de Breze, Grand- 
I^afler, Principal and Superintendant-General of 
•ihe Navigation and the Commerce of France in 1643, 
Killed at fea by a cannon-lhot, June 14, 1646. 

Anne of Auftria, Q^ueen Regent, Superintendant of 
the Marine of France in 1646. She refignectthe com- 
mand in 1650. 

C^SAR Duke of Vendome, and of Beaufort, Grand- 
Mafter and Superintendant-General of the Navigation 
and Commerce of France, is 1650. 

Francis of Vendome, Duke of Beaufort, fon to 
Casfar, (lain at the battle of Candia, June 25, 1669. 

b 4 Louis 
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Lons DE Bourbon^ Count of Vermandois, le- 
gitimated Ion of Louis XIV. Admiral in the month 
of Auguft 1669, at two years old, and died in 168^. 

Louis- Alexander of Bourbon, Count of 7 'ou- 
LousE, kgitimated alfo; Admiral in 1683, and died 
in 1737. 


Generals of the galleys of 


FRANCE, during 
Louis XIV. 


the Reign of 


/. 


RMAND-John DU pLESsfs, Duke of Richelieu ; 
made a Peer of Fraijce in 1643, during the, 
life of Francis his father, and refigned in 1661, i 

Francis Marquis of Creqvi fucceeded him, and r/L- 
figncd the office in 1669, a year after he had ,been 
.made a Marlhal of France. 

Louis-Victor de Rochechouart, Countf^ancl after- 
wards Duke of Vivonne, Prince of Tonnai-Charente, 
in i66g, 

Loms of Rochechouart, Duke of Mortemar, on 
Surviving his father. Died April 3, 1688. 

, Louis- August us of Bourbon, legitimated fen of 
I/jiLs XIV* Prince of Dombes, Duke of Maine and 
Aumale, in 1688, and refigned in 1694. 

Louis-Josiph Duke of Vendome in 1694, and died 
in 1712. 

Rene Sjre de Froullat, Count of Tesse, Marflial 
of France in 1712, and refigned in 1716. 

The Chevalier of Orleans, in 1716, and died in 
1748. After him this dignity was reunited to the Board 

Admiralty. 


MINISTERS 
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MINISTERS of S T A T £• 

J ULIUS-MAZARIN, Cardinal, firft Minifter, of 
an ancieilt family in Sicily tranfplantcd to Rome, 
Ion of Peter Mazarin and of Horterifia* Bufalini ^ born 
in 1602; employed at firft by Cardinal Sacchetti. He 
put a flop to the motions of the tvuo armies, French and 
Spanifh, juft ready to engage near Cazal, and con- 
eluded the peace of Querafque, in 1631. Vice-Legat 
at Avigrton, and Nuncio extraordinary in France, in 
1634. He appeafid the troubles in Savoy in 1640, 
in quality of Ambafiador-Extraordinary from the 
King. Made CardinaX in 1641, at the recom- 
mendation of Louis XIII* • He was intirely attached to 
France from that time. ' Admitted to the Supreme 
Council, December 5, 1642, under the diftinftion of 
Special Counfellor^ which gave him precedence before the 
Chancellor. Declared foie Counfellor to the Queen 
•Regenrfor Ecclefiaftical affairs by the Will and Tefta- 
ment of Louis XIII.; and Godfather to Louis XIV. 
with the Princefs of Conde-Montmorenci. He at firft re- 
frained from challenging precedence of the Princes of the 
Blood, which Cardinal Richelieu had before ufurped; 
but he preceded the houfes ofVendomeand Longueville. 
But after the Treaty of the Pyrenees, he afllimed the 
place, in the third Itep, above the Prince of Conde. He 
never haii any letters parent for the poll of Prime Mini- 
ver, though he executed all the fundions of it They 
were afterwards granted to Cardinal Dubois. Philip of 
Orleans, too, grandfon of France, deigned alfo to accept 
them, after his regency had expired. Cardinal Fleury 
! neither had the Patent nor the Title. ^ 

Cardinal Mazarin died in 1661. 


CHANCELLORS 
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CHANCELLORS. 

C HARLES d'Aubepine, Marquis of CMtcaiineuf, 
a long time employed on Embaflies. Keeper of 
the fcals in 1630, fent to prifon in 1633 to the Caftle of 
Angouleme, where he was confined for ten years. 
Keeper of the Seals again in 1650, refigned them in 
1651, fpent the remainder of his life amidll the dif- 
fenfions of the Court, and died in 1653. 

Peter Seguier, 'Chancellor, Duke of Villemur, 
Peer of France. He appeafed the troubles of Normandy 
in 1 639. Flazarded his life at the battle of the Barricades. 
He was always loyal, even in times when it was thought 
a merit to be otherwife. He contelled not the precedence 
with the father of the Great ynde, in the ceremonies, 
when he aflilkd in them with Parliament. He was a man 
of probity, of learning, aneja patron of men of letters. 
He was the Proceftor of the French Academy, before this 
liberal Society, compofed of the principal Nobles of the 
Kingdom, and the bed Writers, was arrived to the date 
of needing no other patron but the King. H^nlied af 
eighty-four years of age, in 1672. • 

Matthew Mole, fird Prefident of the Parliament 
of Paris in 1641. Keeper of the Seals in 1651. A jud 
and fpiriied Magidrate. It is not true, though inferred 
in two new Didionaries, that the populace attempted 
to aflaffinate him; but it is true that he always awed the 
feditious by his well-tempered courage and refolution. 
He died in 1656. ^ 

Stephen d’Aligre, Chancellor in 1674, fon of an- 
other Stephen, Chancellor under Louis XIII. He died 
in 1677. 

Michael le Tellier, Chancellor in 1677, father 
of the elludrious Marquis of Louvois. His memory 
was honoured widi a funeral oration by the great Bofluec. 
He died in 1687. 

Louis Boucherat, Chancellor in 1685.* His de- 
vice was a Cock beneath » Sun, in allufion to the device 
of Louis XIV. The motto was, S^/ reperit vigikm. 
I'he Sun found him watchful/' He died in 1699. 

Louis 
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Louis Phelipeaux, Count of Pontchartrain, de- 
fcendant of many Secretaries of State, Chancellor in 
1699. He retired to the Inftitutes* in 1714, and died 
in 1727. 

Daniel-Francis Voisin, who died in 1717, was 
the predeceffor of the celebrated d*Aguesseau. 


SUPERINTENDENTS of the 
FINANCES. 


ne place of Superintendant -was the firfi in Council, when 
there was no Prime Minifter; from whence it proceeded, 
that Cardinal Richelieu "^as oMiged to folicit the favour, 
in 1623 and 1624, of the l^arquis fince Duke of Vieuville, 
then Super intendant, to I fi admitted into the Council. 


C Laude I.E Boutiilier, at firft Snperintendant con- 
jointly with Claude de Bullion, in 1632, foie in 
.1640. \de was the firft who gave a power tothe Intendants 
ot thehinafices to impole taxes. He retired in 1642, 
and died in 1652. ^ 

Nicholas Bailleul, Marquis of Chateau-Gontier, 
i"relident of the Parliament, Superintendant of the Fi- 
n.nces from 1643 to 1648. He died in 1652, betrer 
Ikilled in the Icience of the Law, than that of 
finances. He had under him, as Comptroller General, 

i ARTic^Li, called Emeri, diftinguifhed for his ex- 
tortions, 

• He was the fon of a Peafant of Sienna, placed in that 
ftation by Cardinal Mazarin. He ufed to fay, that the 
t Jinilters of Finances were only made to be abiifed. He 
was Superintendant in ,648, exiled to apprafe the 
months ^^^‘^twards appointed Superintendant for fix 

offill-r' i fworn 

oracers, meafurers and carriers of charcoal; meters. 


A convent in France fo called. 


pilcrs, 
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pilers^ and porters of wood; principal clerks of the cop* 
pices, the bridges, and mounds; pciquifites for the books 
of accompts, angmeiitations ot laliries, comptrollers ot 
fines, the t'A/entleth penny, fees, &c. 

The lame Emeri was Superintendant in 1648; but 
fome months after was exiled by way of facrificc to the 
public refentment. 

ThcMarflialDuke of La Mellbr aye, Superintendant 
in 1648, during the exile of Emen. I'herc had been 
miUtarv men before ii^ this office* He had the probity 
of the Duke of Sully, but not his refources. He came 
in at the moft difficult crifis ; and the Duke of Sully was 
not Superintendant till after the Civil Wars were over. 
He taxed all the Financiers, ant) all the Farmers of the 
Revenues. The greateft part/of them became Bank- 
rupts, and no more money was to be had. He quitted 
the office of Superintendant /n 1649, 1664. 

Hmeri affumed the Superintendancy, as foon as the 
IVIarfoal refigned it. An Italian named then 

invented a new I.oan, upon Infe Annuities, chargeable 
on the National Revenues, which were dittinguiflyrd into, 
fcveral different daffies, the income of each* proprietor 
that died to be fhared among the Survivors *. 'Fhis 
amounted to a million and twenty-five thoufand Livres 
per annum, which became a prodigious fum to the laft 
iurvivor. This was a heavy charge upon the State for 
9 few years, but not fo bunhenfomc, on the whole, as 
thole that, arc to remain for ever. He died in 1650. 

CTavde deMesme, Count d’Avaux, of aq ancient 
family in Guienne, a man of letters who united Wit and 
^he Graces to Seknee, He was appointed Plenipo- 
teutUry, along w»th Servien; and w^as loved by all the 
NegQciators, as much as his Colleague was hated. He 
was Su]3griatendant in 1650, and died the fame year. 

CHA51LES, Marquis Duke de la Vieuville, the fame 
whom Cardinal Richelieu haddifmifled from the Coun- 
cil, and fhut up in the cafile of An^boife, in 1624. He 
efcaped from his confineoaeat, and lied into England ^ 

f Tlib %cciQs of Loaa is called T min^ fiojn the inventoi'd name. 

hi 
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in confeqnence of which, fcntence of death was palTed 
inpon him for contumacy. Notwithftanding this, 
fe was afterwards created Duke and Peer, in 1651, and 
Superintendant the fame year. He died in 165;?. 

Rene de Longue il, Marquis de Maisons, Prcfident 
a Mortifr^y Superintendant in 1651, which he held 
only a year. It is faicl, that in ihe fpace of that one year 
he bu'lc the Caftle de Maifons, which *is one of the 
noblelt edihees in Eiirone •, but he had raifed it the year 
before. It was the firll attempt, and the m a lie r- piece, 
of Francis Manfard, who was then a young man, and a 
iimple mafon. A fingular anecdote is told upon this 
occafion, which many people have heard as Well as iny-* 
felf, from the Grandfon of the Superintendant: One 
day, as he ftood over fome labourers clearing out n 
well, or vault, he happencu to difeover a hidden treaiure, 
of forty thoufand pieces of\2;oid, of rhe coin of Charles 
iX. ; wichw hich money he erected this palace. He died 
in 1677. 

We mayobferve that the Superlntendants fuccecded 
gnean();hcr v. ry rapidly, during thefe troubles. 

Abel Servien, after having ncgociatcd the Peace of 
WcUphalia with the Duke of Longucvillc and the 
Count d'Avaux, and having had the principal honour, 
in that tranfH6tion, was made Superinicndanr in 165^, 
jointly with Nicholas Fouquet j and continued in it till 
his death, which happened in 1O59*, but M. FouqucC 
had always the principal direiifion in that department. 

Nicho^. AS Fouquet, Marquis of Belle-isle, was Su- 
perintendant in 1653, though he was Attorney-General 
iff the Parliament of Paris. They have printed by 
miftake, in the Age of Louis XIV. that lie expended 
eighteen hundred thoufand Francs f in building his 
Palace at Vaux, now called Villars *, but it is ansirror of 
the prefs ; he laid out eighteen millions of the currency 
;Ot that time^ which make about thirty-fix of cAirs, 

A Prcfident of Parliament a mentiir-^^o called fn m a fer; of 
cap they wear. 

• f Francs are Livres. 


Cardinal 
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Cardinal Mazarin, after his return in 1653, oblig. 
ed the Superintendant to pay him three millions a yeai* 
fot*fecret fervices. He purchafed for a fmall value the 
old cried-down Bills, and paid himfelf the full fums 
This ruined Fouquet. Never was a fquanderer of the 
Royal Finances more princely generous than this Sii- 
perintendant. ^ Never had man in office more perfonal 
friends, and never was a perfon under perfecution fo 
faithfully ferved in hjs misfortuqes. He was, however, 
fentenced to perpetual banifhment by the Commif- 
fioners who fat on his trial, and died forgotten, in 1 680. 

After his difgrace, the poll of Superintendant was 
fupprefled. 

Under the Superintendants there were Comptrollers 
General. Cardinal Mazariiy named to this office a 
Foreigner, a Calvinift of ^ Augfbiirgh, named Bar- 
tholomew Hewarr, who was ’his banker. This Hewart 
had, ineffeft, rendered great fervices to the Crown. It 
was he who, after tJie death of Duke Bernard of Saxc- 
Weymar, gave his army toFrance, by advancing all their 
pay before-hand. It was he who retained tbfs fame 
army, and fome other regiments, in the fervice of the 
King, when Vifeount Turenne would have tempted 
them to revolt, in 1648. He advanced two millions 
five hundred tfioufand livres of the then currency, to 
keep them {launch to their engagement : two very im- 
portant pieces of fervice, which prove that there is 
neither commanding or governing without money. 

When the Superintendant Fouquet was ar, relied, he 
yet lent the King two millions. He played deep, and 
would often lofe a hundred thoufand crowns at a fitting. 
This extravagance prevented his having the firft place 
in the Miniftry. The King with good reafon prefer- 
red M.*Colbcrt. Hewart died only Counidlorof State, 
in 1676. 

• The nature of this fraud I do not know, as I*’ am not verfed in 
the nature of the French Fundfeor Aftions; but fuppofeit to be fome- 
thing like a Minifierial jobb here of publilhing fome falfe piece of 
bad news to finl; the Stocks and buy in, and then contradidt it again, 
to fell out. 

His 
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. His family quitted the Kingdom, after the revocation 
f the Edid of Nantes, and carried away their immenfc 
real'ures into foreign countries. 


Secretaries of state, and 

COMPTROLLERS-GENERAL 
of the finances. 

H EnRY-AuGUSTUS DE LoMENIE, Count ofBRIENNE,’ 
had the department of Foreign Affairs during 
:the minority of Louis XIV. His haughtinefs was no 
difadvantage to him, as ‘^t was founded upon fentiments 
of honour. He has left i^s fome inftruc^tive Memoirs, 
and died in 1666. N 

Claude le Boutillier de Chavigni had the War 
department, and died in 1652. 

Louis Phelipeaux, Marquis de la Vrilliere, had 
the Domeftic Affairs under his infpeftion, and died in 
168 1. 

His fon of the fame name, Secretary of State, died 
in 1700. Both of them were efteemed .tor their virtues, 
and loved for their mildnefs of manners. 

PIenry-Louis DE Lomenie, Count of Brienne, fon 
to Henry-Auguftus, had the vivacity of his father, but 
was deficient in his other qualities. Being CounfcHor of 
State at t^ie age of fixteen, and appointed to the depart- 
ment of Foreign Affairs, he was fent into Germany to in- 
ffrudl himfelf. He travelled as far as Finland, and wrote 
his lour in Latin, He executed the office of Secretary 
of State for Foreign Affairs for twenty three-years ; but 
having loft his wife Henrietta de Chavigni, he* was fo 
much affeded, that his mind wandered from all 
worldly bufinefs, and he retired into folitude. The 
remainder of ’his life was very mifefable. They have 
ftiuck out his name in the lafter hiftorical didionaries; 
out fiiould have Ihiewn greater compaffion to his unhappy 
condition, and more relped to his memory. 


Hugh 
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Hugh, Marquis of Lyonne, of an ancient family in 
Dauphine, had the management of Foreign Affairs to 
the year 1670. We have fome Memoirs of his. He 
was a man of great application, and extremely amiable, 
He died in 1671. 

Johm-Baptist Colbert ad^Mnced himfelf folely by his 
meiit. He rofe to be Intcndant to Cardinal Mazarin. 
Being pcrfeftly inftruded in all die parrs of government, 
and particularly in the fcicnce of Finances, he became 
a very ncceffary affiftant in the ruinous ftate to which 
Cardinal Mazarin, the Supenntendant Fouquet, and, 
ftill more, the unhappinefs or the times had reduced the 
public revenues. Louis XIV. confulted privately with 
him, in order to inllrudl himfelf. He ruined Fouquet, in 
concert with the Chancellor Le/Tellier; but fuch an ani- 
mofity might well be pardoned fiim, on account of the or- 
der and occonomy he introdu/ed into the Finances, and of 
his other fervices, the memory of which ought never to 
be forgotten. He was Comptroller-General in 1664. 
He may be confidered as the Founder of Commerce and 
Architefture, and the Proteftor of all the Arcs ; iior did, 
he negledt Agncubure, as is faid in all the late publica- 
tions of that time, i Jis genius and his attentions could not 
have fuficred him to overlook fo elfential an article. 
The onlv thing lie can be reproached with, on that 
'account, is his not luflering the grain to be exported 
out ot the kingdom He died in i68j. 

John-Bai’tjst CoLBEiiT, Maiquis of Seignel A T, Ton 
to the lormer, with a greater genius even than bis father, 
and mure penetrating and bciier cultivated, was made 
Secretary 01 State ior tiic Marine department, which lie 
railed ro the n.oil refpeclabie li f nation of any in Europe, 
and died in j 690. 

Cn AISLES CoLBERi* dcCroissi, brother to the great 
Col belt, was Secretary ot State for Foreign Afiaiis, in 
1670, alter leveral glorious and fuccdsful Embaflies. 
Jle iccceedc'd to Arnold de Fompone,' Secretary of 

^ CLiUi.t.lv i . not Lneuay lo (‘ncoiir^ge tillage. 


Charle^St 
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giate, but he is placed before him here, not to interrupt 
the lilt of the Colberts. He died in 1696. 

John-Baptist Colbert, Marquis of Forci, fon of 

( he* former, was appointed Secretary of State foi fc^'cign 
{fairs, on the death of his father. He joined vh/xterity 
0 probity, never made a promife which he did not 
fulfil ; was loved and refpefttd by all ftrangers ; and 
died in 1746. • 

Simon Arnold d'e POmponB was Secretary of State 
for foreign affairs, in ifiyi; a man*of wit and letters, 
Rs were moft of the Arnolds ; loVed in focial life, and 
often preferring the pleafures of company to public 
bufinefs. He was difmiflVd in 1679, replaced by 
the Marquis de Croffl. He did riot continue Secretary 
of Stare for life, as is faid in the new Hifforical Didio- 
naries-, but the King left ^im ftill the title of Minifter 
bf State, with the permifllon^f fitting in Council, which, 
however, he never made tile of. He died in 1699. 

Michael LE TelLier, the Chancellor, was Sick tary 
of State Until the year 1666. 

Francis-Michael le Tellier, Marquis dc Louvois, 
the greateft Miniffer in the War department that ever 
had been in France. He was appointed Secretary of 
State in i 665 . He was riiorc cfteeined than loved by the 
King, the Court and the People. He had the good for- 
tune, as well as Colbert, to have defeendants who have 
(done honour to his family, and lome of whom have been 
J^Iarihals of France, it is not true that he died fuddenly, 
;€n coming out from Council, as is repeated in books 
^nd Dictiotiarics, He drank the waters of Balaruc, and 

E vauld proceed upon a journey at the fame time, which 
ndiferetion occafiotied his death in 1691. 

Louis-Francis le Tellier, MarquisdcBARBEZiEUX, 
bn to the Marquis de Louvois^ was made Secrejary of 
War affairsj after the death of his father. He was a 
^oung man who preferred his pleafures and parade 
o the bufinefs gf his employ. He died at the age of 
hirty three, in lyod' 

Balthazar-Phelippeaux de Chateaunevf fuc- 
VoL, I, * c ceeded 
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ceedcd his father the Marquis of Vrillicre in 1669, exer- 
ciferl the fundions in 1676, and died in 17CO. 

Claude le Pelletier, Prefident of the Inquefts, 
Provofl of the Merchants, an honeft .nan, modelt, and 
retired. He lludied the Canon law, which did noi 
mucJi recommend him as a luccefior to the p/eat Colbert, 
and yet he was appointed fo, in i68 j. The King wlis 
told that lie was unfit for the place, as he was of too 
ea!y a dilpoluion. It is for that very reaion J have 
chof-n him,” replied Louis X 1 \C He qinttcd the Mini- 
ftry cind the Court in about fix years after. All his 
family have been remarkable, like himlelf, for their in- 
tegrity. Kc dial in jyii. 

Louis Phelippeaux, Count of Pontcliartrain, the 
fame that had been Chancellor, entered into public fer- 
vice as firft Prefidrnt of thf Parliament of Brittany ; 
was made Comptroller Genial in 1C90, after the retiiing 
of the Comptroller General JLe Pelletier ; and Secretary of 
State after the death ot the Marcuis de Seiunelai, in the 
fame year 1690. It was he who placed all the Academies 
under the guardianfliip of the Secretaries of State, bv 
the adlllanice of the Abbe Bignon, except the Prcncii 
Academy, which acknowledged no Patron but the King, 

Jerome Phelippeaux, Count of Pontehartrain, foa 
of the former, Secretary of .State during the life of his 
father, the Chancellor-, difmifled by the Duke of Orleans, 
on tlie death of Louis XIV. 

Michael Chamillart, Counfellor of State and 
Comptroller- General in 1699; Secretary of State for 
the War department in 1707- a man of niiUnefs and 
moderation. He could not long fuflain the weight ^of 
two filch laborious employs, in iuch difficult times, and 
was foon obliged to rtfign them. He died in 1721. 

Nicholas Desmarets, Comptroller-General in 1708, 
zealous, indefatigable, and intelligent; but could not 
remedy the evils occafioned by the War. He refigned 
after the death of Louis XIV. and died jn 1721. 


CATALOGUE 
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tie great Part of the French Writers veho appeared 
■ in the Ape of I.ciiis XIV. intended to Je> ve as a Literary 
' Ihji-ry of that Air a. 

A BADIE(Jan-es},jsornatBerne, in 1658, celebrated 
for his i rcjtile on the Chrijliav. Religion ; but who 
afterwards did an injury to that work, by another 
intided, Jhe Opening of the Seven Seals. He died in 
Ireland, in 1727. 

Ahadie, or L.iradie (John), born in Gui.-nne, in 
1610. F'irfc a Jefuit, then a janfenift, and Lift a Pro- 
tedanr. ile endeavouredVo tound a Sect, and to joiti 
with La Bourignon ; who aVfwered him, that every inan 
had he, own peculiar holy fpirit, and that his was'mueh 
lupcrior to tluit of Abadie. He Lft behind him ihiny- 
one volumes of Fanati.'ifm. He is mentioned heie, 
(nily to IIkw the weaknefs of the human mind. He had 
lonie difciples, and died ar Altcna, in 1674. 

Adlancourt (Nicholas Perrot d’), of an ancient fa- 
mily or the Parliament of Paris, bornatVitri, in 1C06. 
An elegant tranflator, whole verfions were ftiled ks belies 
pijidclcs He died poor, in 1664. 

Acheri (Luke d’), a Benediaine,agreat and judicious 

compiler; born in 1608, and died in 1685. 

: Alexander (Noel), born at Rouen, in 1639; a Domh 
mean. Lie wrote feveral theological works, and dif- 
Pl! cufloms of the Chinefe, againft 

A ^ been Miffionaries there. 

Houssaie (Nicholas), born at 
ind hh V f^'^f''^"flations, with political notes, 

A an f ^ after. His Memoirs 

defeaive. He was 
^iftorv the government of Venice^ His 

I y g ve offence to the Senate, which remained then 

iflrainedr^^^ Ihc canvas of this pitflure is too 
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under the old prejudice, that there are certain political 
niyfteries which ought not to be revealed. The World 
has fince difcovcred that there are no myfteries in go- 
vernmenr, and that true policy confifts in being rich, 
and keeping good armies on foot. Amelot tranllated 
and commented on^he of Macliiavel ; a work 

long a favouri,ce with little Princes, who were quarrell- 
ing about fmall States badly governed, but now of no 
value, fince great Potentates, alwap well armed, have put 
an end to the hopes and ambition of the IcfTer pow- 
ers. Amelot thought himfelf the greateft politician in 
Europe, yet was never able to raife himfelf into the leak 
confideration in life, and died in extreme poverty; which 
might arife from his being a politician in theory, rather 
than pradice. He died in 1706. 

Amelotte (Denis), bom in Saintonge, in 160C. 
He was of the Oratory. He is chieBy known by a tole- 
rable good tranflation of the New Teilament. He died 
in 1678. . 

Amontons (William), born at Paris, in i66j; an ex- 
cellent mechanift; and died in 1699. 

Ancillon (David), born at Metz, in 1617; a Caf- ^ 
vinift. He and his fon Charles, who died at Berlin, in 
1725, had fome reputation for literature. 

Anselm, an Auguftine Monk, the firft who made a 
genealogical hiftory of the Great Officers of the Crown, 
fince continued, and augmented, by Du Fourni, Audlro. 
of Accompts. There is no determinate notion of what 
conftitutes the Great Officers. It is generally imagined, 
that they are thofe to whofe office the title of Grand, 
or Great, is annexed; as the Great Mailer of the Horie, 
the Great Cup-Bearer, &c. But the Conibble, the, 
Marflials, the Chancellor, &c. are Great Officers, and* 
yet be*ar not the title of Great ; and others who have it, ;i 
are not always Great Officers. The Captains of tlicj) 
Guards, the Firft Gentlemen of the Bedchamber, &c. v 
are fince become Great Officers; but they are not entered J 
•in Anlelm’s lift. Nothing has ever been decided in | 
ni’attcT, and there remains as much, uncertainty and con- ' 

fufioii 
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fiifion in all the rights, and in dl the titles, in France, 
as there is of order and regulation in the Adniiniftration. 
He died in 1694. 

Arnold (Anthony), twentieth fon of him who pleaded 
againft the Jefuits, a Doftor of the Sorbonne, and born 
in 1612. Nothing is better known than his eloquence, 
his erudition, and his difputes, which rendered him 
' fo celebrated, but at the fame time To unhappy, ac- 
cording to the vulgar potions, which place imhappinfls 
in poverty and exile, vAthout balancing the account 
with the glory, the friends, and the healthy old age, 
that were the portion of this famous man. It is 
faid, in the Supplement to Moreri, that Arnold, in 
1689, with the view of recommending himfelf at Court, 
wrote a Libel againd William III. intitled, ^.heirue Per- 
'trait of IVilliani-lUnry the modern Abfalotn^ 

the modern Herod^ the mo'ak'n Cromwell^ t^^d the modern 
Nero, This title is not in the ftile of Arnold, but rather 
refembles that of Pere Garafle. He never condefeended to 
flatter the Court. Louis XIV. would have fcorned to 
.have received a book with fo grofs a title; and thofe 
who attribute either the Libel, or the defign of it, to 
the great Arnold, appear to be ignorant that writing of 
books was not the method of recommending one’s-f If 
4t Court. He died at Bruflels, in 1694. 

The author of the Hillorical, Literary, Critical, ai d 
Janfenift Diftionary lays, under the article Arnold, 
that as foon as his book upon frequent Communion 
appearec^, ‘‘ He]! trembled, and the Jefuit Nonet made 

the firft attack upon it.” Now 1% is difficult to knov/ 
cxaflly what fort of opinion the Devils may have form- 
ed of a book juft publifiied ; and as to men, they haye 
intirely forgotten f'ather Nouet. It is very true, that 
the greateft part of Arnold’s polcmicaf writings, are 
equally unknown at this day. It is the general Tate gf 
moft difputes. The author of the Hillorical, Literary, 
C. ritical, and Janlenift Diftionary is up in arms againil 
this truth. He has his reafoss ; but then he ought (o 
jfnow, that the ijbufe thrown out on the fulijeft of 

c 3 theologir^ 
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theological tliffuias, is, atp.-cicnt, as much ckfpifed as 
the fiqujbbics thcmfelvcs ; /inJ one need iky no more. 

Arnold-d’Andilly (Roberf), eider brother to the 
former, bom in 1581^, and one ot the didinguiflicd 
writers of Fort-Royal. l ie pndented to Louis XIV' 
at the ai:c of eighty-five, his tranflation of Jofe- 
phus, v;hich of all his works is held in the molt 
efteem. He w.>s father to Simon Arnold, Marquis 
ofPompone, Minifler of State ; but this Minifter could 
neither prevent the difptites nor the difgrace of his 
ITncIe tile Doclor cf the Sorbonne. He died in 

Auttonac (Francis d’), born in 1604. lie never 
hid any iniT:ru6lor but himfidf. Ilcing atrached to 
Cardiiril Richelieu, he was of roiirle an enemy to 
Cerneiile. Ilii Pratlice of the Theatre is yet read • 
but he has proved by his Tyxgcdy ol Zenobia, that 
neither fenfc or learning ai/ capable of conferring 
talents. He died in 1676. 

Auam (Anthony), born in 1616. He left behind 
him the lives of the Cardinals Richelieu and Mazarin, 
which, though indifferent performances, are capable of 
communic iting good inliriiftion. He died in 1695. 
It was he who firit detefted the forgery of the Foiitical 
Tefiament of Cardinal Richelieu. 

The CouNTLSs d’Aunois. Her Travels and her 
Memoirs cf Spain, with fomc flight Novels, have given 
her lomc reputation. She died in 1705. 

D’Avrigni, a jeduit, Author of a new method of 
wh'iting hilloiy. He has left us the C>.ronological 
Annals jrom 1601 to 1715. He has there ^glven vi,s 
every thing of confcqucnce that happened in that in^ 
terval in luiroj e, fairly difcuircd, and in few words. 
No writer lias ever Ihcwn more difeernment in diflin- 
guifliing the true, the falfe, and the doubtful. He has 
written, *allb, lome FcdefialLical Memoirs; but they arc 
uoUickily infeded with the fpint of party. Marcel 
and he havx been both excelled by the^ Chronological 
Ihjlory if Lrcifhe of thc^ Frclidenc l lenault; a v^ork 
at the fame time the fullcft and yet moft concife, that 

ever 


z 



THE AGE OF LOUIS XIV. 


xxxi.; 

eter was publiilied cf the kind, and the n-ioii viiful 
Kiro for the Readers. 

J‘ Baillet (Adrian), born near Beauvois, in 1645* 
i famous Critic; and died in iyo 6 . 
i Balze (Stephen), of the Limofin, born in 1631. lie 
piiade acolleftion of the Manuferiprs contained in the 
library of Colbert. He laboured in his lludics to the 
|ige of eighty-eight. He left us feven volumes on 
^ncient monuments. He was exiled for having fup- 
fported the pretenfions of Cardinal Bouillon, who imagin- 
;ed himlelf independent of the King, founding his plea 
mpon his having been born of a fovercign family, at the 
^time that the compenfation for the lofs of Sedan had 
;not yet been perfedled. He died in 1718. 

^ Balzac ( John-Louis),d)orn in 1594. A man of elo- 
quence, and the hrll tha\®in(lituted a prize for elo- 
quence. He was appointeu Hiftoriographer of France, 
and a Counlellor ot Siate, which he uled 10 call rnag- 
niRcent tridcs. The French language is much indebted 
to him. lie firfl: gave number and liarmony to prole. 
'He polTeRed lo dilfinguiflied a reputation in his life- 
time, that aperfon named Goulu, Geneia!, or Superior, 
of the Wlnte-Friars, wrote two volumes of abuic againlt 
him. He died in 1654'^h 

Baratier, the moif fingular geniii.s, perhaps, that 
ever appeared in Literature. Fie ougiit lo be claRed 
among the French, though he v/as born a G( rman. His 
iatner was a Refugee preacher. He underitood Greek 
at fix y^ars old, and Hebrew at nine. He made a 
traflacion of the Travels of the Jew Tudelle, 

wiih critical annotations. This young Baratier was well 
ikdled in Hilloiy, in Philofophy, and in Matliematics. 
He altonilhed all thofe who knew h nn wiien abve, and 
was much regretted at his death. He was not mOre than 
nineteen years of age, when he was fnatched from the 
world. 

1] extraordinary that MT Voltaire has not mentioned a 

coiieaion of Letters wj^ich are replete with wit and good I'cnl'c, and 
iite t e only writings oy which this author B known atprefent:. 

c 4 Barbeirac 
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Barbeirac (John), born at Beziers, in 1674, a Cah 
viniil, Profeflbr of Law and Hiftory at Laufanne, ^ 
TranQator and Commentator on Pyffendorf and Gro- 
tins. It feems that thofe Treat ifes op ^ be, Law of Na- 
tions, of IVar and of Peace, which were never regarded 
or conlulted on any declaration of war or treaty of 
peace, nor to determine the rights of any man, are a fort 
of confolation to the people for the evils phac politicks 
and violence have fubjefted <thcm to. JTey giv<; 
os juft fuch an idea' of juftice, as portraits do of emi^ 
nent perfons whom v^e have never feen. He died in 1729, 

BarbierDaucourt (John), known among the Jefuitb 
by the name of the Sacred Jdvocale, and to the World 
by his Critique or the Dialogues of Father Boubours, ^nd by 
the excellent pleading he made for an innocent man pu: 
to the rack. Pfe was a long^me patronized by Colbcrr, 
who made him Comptroller 6f the King’s edifices; bur, 
having loft his protestor, he died in great poverty, 
1674. 

Barbier (Madcmoifelle) wrote fome tragedies. 

Baron (Michael). It is not thought that the picres 
publiflied under his name were his own. His more 
acko.o A'ledged merit was,his being anaccomplilhed after, 
a rai:' perfection, and which none but himlclf wasdii- 
tinguifhed for, in thofe times. This excellence requirc5: 
moft of the gifts of Nature, a comprehenlive gcn.us, 
and indefatigable ap^ iication : and yet the world feein 
inoft unaccountablv to defpife it! The preachers often ■ 
frequented plays, behind a grated lattice, tQ,ftudy the 
grace and aftion of Baron, and thtnee mounted the;/ 
pulpits to declaim againft theatrical reprefenrations, ’It 
is the cuftom for Confefibrs to require from Aftors 011 
their deatli beds, a renunciation of their profe;Tion. 
Baron had quitted the ftage in 1691, through fome dil- 
guit. He returned to it again in 1720, at the age of 
fixty-eighi, atid was received with applaufe till the year 
1729.^ He then retired a fecond thne, and died 
the ian:e year, aged* near feventy-eight ; declar- 
ing in his la(l moments, tf;at he, lud never felt the 
leaft fcruple of confcicnce lor repeating before the pob/ | 
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§ the mafter-pieces of gemus and morality of the great 
liters of the nation, and that nothing can be more ab- 
rd than attaching diigrace to the reciting of a work^ 
^bich it*was an honour to have compofed. 
sBarreaux (James de la Vallee, Seigneur Dcs), is 
down among perlbns of polite literature, for fevcra} 
legant little poems in the tafte of Sarazin and Cha- 
fellc. He was a Counfellor of Parliament. It is a certain 

I ift, that being tired ®ut once w;th a fuit of law, in 
hich he was Counfel, he paid the fum in difpute 
K of his own pocket, threw his brief into the fire, and 
bitted the Bar for life. His little pieces of poetry arc 
|ill preferved in the hands of the curious. They are all 
^itten with too free a pen. 

I The public voice has iinputed a fonnct to him, as in- 
pfFcrent as it is famous, wiUch finilhes with thefe lines* 


Tonnne, frappc, il eft terns, ren^moi guerre pour guerre^ 
J’adore en perilTant la raifon qui Caigrit ; 

Mais delTus quel endroit tombera ton tonnere, 

Qui ne Toit tout pouvert du fang de Jefus-Chrift ? 

Let Liglitning blaft, and Thunder ftrike me dead. 

Thy vengeance muft ajuftiee be clleemed} 

But on what part of this devoted head 

Can fall thy ii'e, which Chrift hath not redeemed ? 

bt it is a miflake ; the Poem was not written by Des- 
brreaux, and he was inuch difpleafed at hearing*- 
ttributed to him. The Abbe de Lavau, then votincr' 
Bd giddy* was the real author. I have feen the'proJi’ 
t |tin a letter ot his to the Abbe Servien. Des-Bar* 
?aux died in 1674. 

I Basmage (James), born at Rouen, in 1655. A Cal- 
nift, and Minifter at the Hague, but fitter for a Mi- 
ller of State than of a parifh. Of all his works, his 
Mory ofthejews, with thofc of the Uni/eJ-Proviftces' 
>d ol- the^ Church, are the moft efteemed. Temi'o- 
[«• j little value, after the eras are 

Bffed and gone j but works *of general utility are 
[ways of confeqiionce. He died in j;?,-. 

Basna9^ 
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Basnaoe PE Beauval (Kenry), of Rouen, Atl. 
vocate in Holland, but more of the Pliiloldjdv-r. lie 
wrote On '-Toleration tn Rchgicn. lie was a laboiiou^ 
fcholar, and has left us an LT\t\on oi i\\c Di^ionary 
Furcliere^ augmented. He died in 1710. 

Bassompierre (Francis, Marfhal dej, Thour^h his 
Memoirs reL^te to the preceding age, he may fairly be 
comprehended in this lill, as he lived to the \ear 

Baudran (Michael), born ha Paris, in 163^, a Gc . 
ographer, but lefs 'elleemed than Samlbii. He died :n 
17CO. 

Bayle (Peter), born at Carlat, in the provir.ee of Foix, 
in 1647. He retired ro Holland, rather as a Pliilo!o< 
pher than a Calvinn'h He was pcrfecuted during iiisl'bc 
by jurieu, and altcrhis tieatli by tbeenemies of Philuio- 
phy. If he had forefeen h^/much Irs Dictionary wuiihi 
have been held in elteem, me would certainly have ren- 
dered it more valuable, by cancelling the names of ob- 
icure perfons, and adding more illuftrioiis ones. It r 
ratb.er from his excellent method of rtafoning rhat he i< 
princip^dly diltinguilhed, than from his manner of wiot- 
ing, vehich is often diflu e, Icole, ineorreft, and foine- 
limes cenlurable for a familiarity of IVde which frequent- 
ly links into vulgarity. He was more of a D'alediciar 
than a Idnlolopher, knowing fcarcely any thing 01 
phylics. He was quite ignorant of the clifcoveries oi 
the great Newton. Moft of his philofophical article' 
either liippofc or controvert a Cartefianifm, vdiich nc 
longerfubiifts. He knew no other definition of Matter 
riian that of extenfion. its other propertier, difeoye- 
t'l or prehimcd, are the foundation of real Philo 
J >phy. He has given us new demonftraciuns, and nc'\ 
doubts ; fo that in many places the fccptic Bayle is m 
even feeptical enough. He lived ami died a mere Philo- 
Jopher. Des Maileaux has written his life, in a Jarg' 
vohnne, when there was' hardly enough to have filla 
Lalt-a-dozen pages. The life of a ledentary autho 
h to be found in his wfitings. He died in 1706. 


I 
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i rhe peiTecution wliich the fanatical Jurieu raifed up in 
rc- country agiiinft this Philofophcr, ought never to 
torgotun. He roufed the Calviniftical Confiftory 
inii: him upon feveral pretences, but principally on 
famous article of Derjid^ in his DifHonary. Bayle 
highly cenfiired the exceffes, the deceits, and the 
dues, that this Jewifii Prince had been guilty of, ac 
“ time when the grace of God had abandoned him. 
would not have been ami Is, if this fame Confiftory had 
mpellcd him to celebrate this fame Jewilh Prince, who, 
his great peniience, obtained of God that three- 
)re-and-tcn thoiifind of his fubjeds (hould die of the 
luge, to expiate the crime of their King in having 
ted to number his people. But whst is w'cll worthy 
I remark, is, that this lage Council of Divines, in 
fr cenfure, reproved himt)r having fometimes praif- 
a Jew good Popes, and fo\?dd him ever to commend 
jy Pope again-, '' Becaule,’’ fiid they, in theie ex- 
words, ‘‘ they are not Members of our Com- 
tviu union.” This is one of thofe features which beft 
taj'afterifes the fpirit of Party, Some have endeavour- 
I to carry on his Dictionary, but they have not been 
^e to imitate him. I'he Conrinuators thought they 
Id nothing more to do but to compile. We fliould 
Ipoffelled of the genius and the logical faculties of 
|hg to acquit ourielves properly in a work of this 

Bcaumo^t de Perefixe (Hardouin), Preceptor to 
'Uis XIV. and Archbifliop of Paris. His Hiftory of 
•niy IV. -which is only an abridgment, infpires us with 
el’jcrm ior this great Prince, and is a good model for 

Pupil. It is laid 

it Mezeray had fome fliarc in it; and in appearance 
!i e IS a good deal of his manner of writing in it. But 
^‘tiay was not mailer of that afiTefting ftile, fo worthy, 
tiJany places, both of the Piiace whofe life Perefixe 
5 Vvnting, and cf the man to whom it was addrefled. 
e ^^^ccllent counlels that are iheic interfperfed for 
by himlelf, were not inferred till the fecond 
‘on, puoliflicd after the deatl) of Cardinal Mazarin, 

Wc 
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We are taught to know Henry IV. better in this 
hiftory, than in that written by Daniel, the flilc of 
which is too dry, and where th.crc is too much iaid of 
Father Cotton, and too Jittle of the great qualities of 
Henry IV. and of the particulars of the lilc ot this ex. 
cellent Monarch, Ferefixe moves every heart natui ally 
feniible, and tempts us almoft to adore tlie memory of 
a Prince y/hofe foibles v/erc only thofc oi an amijble 
man, but wlipfc virtues Aver^ thole of a great one. 
Percfjxe died in jdyo. 

Dr Pkauscbre (Ifaac), born at Niorr, in 1659, ol u 
family diftinguifccd for the profciiion of arms, and one . 
of thofc who did honour to their country, which they 
were forced to abandon. His Uijiory of Mduicheifn , 
one of the molt profound, the moll curious, and the bell 
written, of his works, find there developed tli.il 

philofophic religion of Manes, which was deduced from 
the dogmas of the ancient Zoroalter and the ancient 
Hermfs, a r. ligion which feduced St, Aug.uftin for a 
Jong time. This hiftory is enriched with a fund of know- 
ledge in antiquity^ bur, after all, it is only (like many 
other books not fo well written) a colleflioii of the er- 
rors of the human underftanding. He died at Berlin, 
in 1738. 

Benserade (Ifaac de), born in Normandy, in i6ie. 
H is little country-honfc of Cjentilli, to which he retired 
toward the latter part of his life, was furnilhed (if we 
may fo fpeak) with inferiprions in verie, which had . 
mure merit than all his other works. ’Tjs a pity that 
there was no colledlion made of them. Pie died in 
1691. 

BiiRGiER (Nicholas') had, the title of Hiftoriographer ^ 
of France; but he is better knoAn by his cu rious Hf 
iory cf the Highways in tie Roruun ILoipitc^ hiqxifK;.. ; 
indeed, by our own in beaiiry, but not in ufefuinci . > 
TI.s fon compleated this ufeful work, and pubhllied n 
)n the re:gn of Louis XIV. l ie died :'n 

Bernard (Madembifelle), Authureis ot jcvcnil tht'- 
atrical pieces, conjointly with the celebrated Berimid 
de Fonienelley who v/^otc ihe whoV of xwruiv 
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; II is proper to obierve here, that the Allegorical Fahk 
Imagination and Happinefs^ which has been imputed 
■A hcT,^was written by the Biflvop ofNimes LaPanfierc^ 
^^^cceflbr to Flcchier. 

S' Bernard (James), of Dauphiny, born in 1658. He 
mx\ a man of j^^rcat erudition. His Journals are in great 
Ifteem. fie died in Holland, in 1718. 

1 Bernier (Francis), furnamed the M^ul^ born at 
Antwerp, in the year 1625. He was eight years Phyfi- 
I'pan to the Emperor of India. His, travels aie curious. 

wanted, in concert with Gaffendi, to revive, in parr, 
ithc Atomic ryltem of Epicurus •, in which, certainly, 
iiehad good reafon on his fide; foi the leveral fpeciesof 
^Mature could not be fo uniformly reproduced the famc^ 
^Jf the conftiruent principles of things were not invari- 
i-able. But the romance cd' Defcartes then prevailed. 
!Hc died a true Philofopher,\^ji 1608. 

I Abbe Le Beuf, born in 1687. One of t';e mofi: 
learned men in the whole hiftory of France. He 
.fliould have been employed by a Colbert, but be came 
^too late. He died in 1750. 

^ 'Bignon (Jeremiah), born in 1590. He left behind 
Jnm a greater name than his works intitled him to. 
f The belt age for Literature was not yet arrived. The 
^Parliament, to vvhich he was Advocate-General, honour- 
led his memory, with great juftice. He died in 1656. 

^ BiLLAor (Adam), known by the name of Master 
^Adam, a Carpenter of Nevers, d'his fingular genius 
■mufl not be paffed by, who, without the leatt knowledge 
!Jn Iitcratu^, became a Poet in his fliop. We cannot 
'ncj^lccA citing here the iollowing Rondeau, which has 
more meiit than many of thofe by Bcnfcrade. 

Pour le :Ti!ciir de cettefdatlque, 
tc let lent comme iiii paialitiqtie, 

Kntre deux draps fana aucim mouvement, 

Prcn-moi deux brocsd’un fin jus dc iarment; 

Pius li coi^’nient on le met en pratique. 

I lens-cn deux doigts, etbien cliauds les arpliqus 
bur Penulcrme 011 la douleur te*pjqu{; J 
Et ti! boiias le relte promptemcnr, 

Tour te guc/ir. ' 


Sur 
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Sur ret avis ne fois point ]v'rrtlfp!C, 

Oar je ic fais un iciment anienriqtic, 

Qiie fj ni crainb ce dou\ incdiLaintiit, 

'i on Muleciu pour ton loiiLi‘j;cnu lU, 

FcrarelLii de cc qii’il coiunjiiiuqiic 
Pour tc guuir. 

To cure my friend of hi'= fciatic, 

V'hich<*long has held h in paralytic, 

Petween the /liect'- your imibs leclJiiC, 

And near )OU place a *^.of wine; 

^ Inch thus aj^ply. iJe luic a drop 
IJ])on the fufF’ring pait you pop, 

And quaff the icil, before you itv^p, 

I’o cuie my i'jiend. 

Of this prefciiption have no fear; 

For as example makes all dear, 

'I hat all your doubts ma^hente be ended, 

^ our Dodor, from tht^jR'll, intended, 

Jiimfelf to quaff the doTe commended 
To cure my ft lend. 

He had penfionsfroni Cardinal Kichclicu, and from 
Gafton, brother to Louis XIIL and died in 1662. 

llocHART (Samuel), born at Koren in 1599. He wns 
a Calvinill', and one of tiic bell Hulled of any man in 
Europe in Languages and Hilhoiy. He was one of 
thofe who went to Sweden to inilrud and admire Qiicen 
Chnllina. He died in 1667. 

Boiieau Despreaux (Nicholas), of the Academr, 
born in the village of Crone, near Paris, in the year 
1636. He firft ftudied at the Bar, and afterwards at 
the Sorbonnef ; but being difgufted with the chicanciy 
of both, he delivered himlelf over intirelv to his natural 
talents, and became the lionour of Erance. His work^' 
have been lo often commented upon, and fo many ot 
the minutim in them have been taken notice of, that an) 
tiling vrhitJi could be here faid, wmiiid be fuperfluous. 

• The French prdcription, fays /wo; but I thought one fufficient. 
t 1 he Soi bonne is a Ichool in Fiance, where thofe who aic defign- 
cd for ihe Church, aie fciu to be influifkd in divinity. 


One 
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One remark here, however, appears efiential ; which 
rnar we fliould carcfullydiitinguifli in his Poems what 
merely proverbial, from what is worthy of beintj; 
-cepc. His Maxims arc noble, wife, and urefuf. 
:y aic formed for men of fenfe and talk, for tJie belt 
npany. The Proverbs are only fit for the viihrar, 
1 we know that the vulgar is to be met with in every 
ik of life. • • 


Pour paraure honneae hotnrne en eftet il,faut I’ctre. 

Oil me verra dormir an bianle de fa roue *. 

Ciiaque age a foil efiirit, fes plailirs, & fes mccurs. 
L’cfprit n’cft poiist cnui dc cequ’il ne croit paa. 

Le vrai-peut quelqucfois n’etre pas vraifeinblablc. 

To appear a good man, in effect he mull be fo. 

'j'liey dull fee me ailcep on the wliccl turning round*. 
Each age has its wit, its pleajlire°, and manners. 

The mind is not moved by t; A rulings it believes not. 
'i'lic truth may not always appear the moll likely. 


Thcle extrahls contain maxims worthy of pciTons 
; but for lines fuch as thefc, 

• J’appclle un chat un chat, & Rolet un fr^pon. 

Va-t-cn clicichcr ton pain decnifinc cn cuiiine. 

Quaiid je veux dhe hlanc, hi qulnteufe dit noir. 

Aiinc2:-vous la mufeade : on cn a mis partoiit. 

La raiion dit V irgile, oc la rime Quinaut f. 


>uch pluvifcs better become the Ca7iai!k^ then tfie 
bnycrlations of polite company. 

: Hoileau (Giles), born at Paris, in 1631, and elder 
kotlici to tj^e lormer. He has left us feme tr.an Hat ions, 
|hidi have more merit than his verfts. He died in 1669! 
i Boilealt (James), another elder brother of the famous 
pilcau pdpreauX) a Do6lor of the Sorbonne. He was 
^loit ot hcteroclite genius, and wrorc fome whimfical 
Doks ; as, the HijlGry of the Fh^duinis^ the Im^ncciji 
Icco^fchmis, the Habits of the PHeJH &c. He died 

I *7*^- 

I* '1 he wheel of Fefi-tune; 

« ‘here ‘s no ti.nflaung 
Lhefe and the preceding quetaco; % are all detached 
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Boindin (Nicholas)^ Treafurer of France, and 
Attorney-General of the Exchequer. He was a 
Member of the Academy of Belles-Lettres, and known 
by his excellent refearches upon the ancient theatres/ 
and on the Roman tribes. He wrote a lively Comedy, 
called The Sea-port, It was a fatirical criticifm. The 
IliftoricalandJanelcniftDiftionary treats it as atheiftical 
He never wrote any thing about religion. Then why; 
infult the memory of a man whom the authors oi thac^ 
Diftionary never knew ? He ditd in 17531. 

Boisrocert (Francis le Meter), more known by his ’ 
favour with Cardinal Richelieu, and by his fortune, 
than by his merit. He compofed eighteen pieces for 
the Theatre, which were not well received by any but 
his Patron. He died in 1662. 

Boivin (John), born in I^rinandy, in the year 1633, 
brother to Louis Boivin, like him alfo a good Com- 
mentator on the beauties of the Greek Authors. He 
died in 1726. 

L’Abbe DU Bos. Eis UlJlGry of the League cj 
Cambray is profound, political, and inteiefting. It 
fhews us the Cuftoms and the Manners of the 
Times, and is a perfed model in its kind. All the 
Artifts read with inftrudion his Reflexions on Pdetr)\ 
Paintingy and Mufic. It is the moft ul'eful work that 
ever was publilhed on thefc fubjeds, in any nation of 
Europe. There are but few errors in it, and a number 
of refledionsjuft, new, and profound. It is not a me- 
thodical compofition, but the Author thinks, and makes 
his readers think. And yet he underftood not a note 
in miific, never wrote a couplet in his life, and was. not 
mafter of a Angle pidure in the world. But he had 
read, feen, heard, and refleded much. Fie died in 
1742. 

Bossu (Rene le), born at Paris in 1731. A Re- 
gular Canon of St. Genevieve. He laboured to ^recon- 
cile Ariftotle with Defcartes, withogt knowing that 
neither one nor the other could hand the teft. 
L'reatife on the Epic Poem has great reputation, but 
it will never make a Poet. Lie died in 1680. 
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fBossirnr (James Benignant), df Dijon, born in 1627, 
kliu[) of Condom, and afterwards of iMeaiix. He com- 
liu\ [ifty-one works; but it is to his Funmi! Oraticm, 
id his Difivurfe upon Unherjal Hijiory^ tJrat he is in- 
tbted for his fame. 

r It has been faid, and often repeated in print, that 
'lis Biihop lived a married life-, and ,Sc. Hyacinth, 
uiown by the part he took in the pleafantry of Maca- 
(afius has pafTed for fon. But there never was the 
bait pi oof of this ftory. A confide rable family in Pans^ 
^hich has produced perfons of merit, affirms that a pri- 
!are coiuraft of marriage had paffied between BoflTuet, 
hen very young, and Mademoifelle Des-Vieux; that 
^ s Lady h.ad made the facrifice ot her paffion and her 
iondition in l.fe, to the preferment v;hich the eloquence 
ff her lover was likely to ej^watc him to in the Church, 
lid confented never to take* advantage of the contrad, 
,s it had not been confirmed either by the rites of the 
hurch or thoie of love: that Boffuct being; thus fet 
rte from a marriage conneclion, entered into orders ; 
i;d that alter the death or this Prelate, it was this fame 
amily that regulated the renewals of kales, and all 
a-arn-ge-licenic , in that diocefe. 

This Lady, Ly .the family above-mentioned, never 
bufed the dangerous fecret llie was in poffieffion of; 
luc lived alwa)s upon terms of friendihip with the 
liffiop, in a difereet and refp^ctable union. He made 
pr a prelcnt ot as much money as pure haled tor her the 
pleeftate^of Mau Icon, five miles from Paris; upon 
Hiich file afiumed the name of Maulcon, and lived to 
be age ot near a hundred. 

With regard to the good Prelate himfelF, it has been 
ud that he entertained fome philofophical fentiments 
[hich did not exaftly fquare with the tenets of theology; 
klembling a wile magiftrate, who, while aft ing accordin'g 
^ tne letter of the law in his public capacity, carries 
IIS private notio^is fomcria.es above ir, from a fuperio- 
ty ol’ un»ler(uUiding. He died*in 1704. 
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Bouche\hj de Valbonnmis (John-Pcter), born at 
Gn-hob.c*, :n 1651. He travelkd in his youth, and 
happen (i 10 be on hoard a lliip in the Enolift fleet, at 
ilic , of S'. I ' ay. He was afterwards Firft Prc- 

fi 'e’nt or iHe ^JouiiLil to the Counts 0^ Dauplune. His 
Di'emory ' held in honour at Grenoble, Hr the good 
few ^ o he had rendered that City ^ and in the literary 
WO' J, hyi thS merics of his erudition. His Memoirs of 
JJaupbine were compof d when he was blind, from 
notes he had taken from the books that were read to 
hiin upon I hat lubjedf. He died in 1730. 

Boudier, author of fome natural and artlefs verfes. 
He made on his dea^h-bed, at the age of cighty-fix, 
the following Epitaph for himfelf : 

J’ etais Poete, Hiftorien ;/ 

Lt maintenant je ne fuis*rten. 

As Hiftohan and Poet 1 once wa»; well known, 

I’ho’ now 1 am nothing, beneath this cold Aone. 

Bouhier, Prefidcnt of the Parliament of Dijpn. 
Hisl.arning has rendered him famous. He tranfJated 
fome pieces of ancient Latin pc^eDy into French verlH 
He faid they could never be otherwile properly rendered; 
but his verfes fufHcientiy prove the ddHcuity of the at- 
tempt. 

Bouhours (Dominick), a Jefuit, born at Paris, in 
1628. Both ‘oiii la.’iguage and our take have been much 
indebte(^ to 1 He has left. us fume good^works, upon 
wide h lorue good criticifms have been made. Ex privatis 
odns refpubtica crefeit 

The Life of Sr. Ignatius Loyola, which he compofed, 
is not much eftcemed, and that of Si. Fianc s Xavier 
abounds with contradiftions ; but his Remarks on 
hanguage^ and more particularly his Method of forming 
the Judgment upon Works of GenixSy will always be of 

• A City of France in 0auphiny. 

f I leave this fentence as 1 found it, but cannot perceive how it 
applies in this place. Tranfator. 
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fervice to young ftudents who would improve and direft 
their tafte in polite literature. 

In thefe he has warned them to avoid all bombaft, far- 
fetched conceits, and the faux-hrillant. U he judges 
rather feverely in fome places 'UafTo, and other Ital.an 
poets, he generally condemns them with good rcalbm 
His flile is pure and agreeable. , 

His little woik of Tbe Method of fGrmi}ig the Judg- 
ment y &c, mortified thei Italians extremely, and became 
a national quatrel, at laft. I'liey were jultly apprehen- 
five that the opinions of Bouhours, fupported by thofe 
of Boileau, would become the jus tt norma. The 
Marquis Orfi, therefore, and fome other of their writers, 
publilhed three folio volumes in defence of fome verfes 
of Tafib. 

It may be remarked, thVt^ Father Eouhoiirs may be 
thought to have no right to reprehend the falfe thoughts 
of the Italians; he who had compared Ignatius Loyola 
to Cmlar, and Francis Xavier to Alexander. But he 
was feklom guilty of fiich abfurdities. 

.Bouillauo limael), ofLoudun, born in 1605, well 
(ludied in hiltory and the mathematics. He died in 1694. 

The Count de Boulaimvilliers, of the Houfe of 
Crouy, the beft ficillcd of any man in the kingdom in 
hidory, and the beft qualified to write that of France, 
if he had not been rather too fyftematic. He ftiled the 
feudal Government “ the maller-piece of human wit.” 
He regretted the times, when the people being (laves 
of little tyr|nts, both ignorant and barbarous, had nei- 
ther indullry, commerce, or property ; and he thought 
thaf a number of chieftains, oppreftors ofthe people ^nd 
enemies to monarchy, formed the moft perfed Govern- 
ment*. 

Notwithftanding his fyftem, he was an excellent 
Citizen, as, in fpite of his filly confidence in judicial 
Aftrology, he was a perfebl philofopher ; of that kind, 
at leaft, which fets but little value upon life, and de- 
fpiles the article of death. -His^w ritings, which how- 
ever one (hould peryfe with fome precaution, are pro- 

An Ariftccracy. 
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found, and ufcful. At the end of his works thej^ have 
printed a large traft, to render the Kiqg of France 
more opulent than all the Sovereigns of Europe 
joinedd’ But ’tls very evident that this fupplement had 
not the Count of Boulainvilliers for its author. Fie 
died about the year 1720. 

Bourdalouje, born at Bruges, in 1632, a Jefuir. FTe 
was reckoned the befl: moLlel of good preachers m 
■Europe. FIc died in 1704. ( 

•Boursault (Edmond), born in Burgundy, in 163S. 
His Letters to Bahet, much eftcerneu at that time, arc 
fjnee become, like nil the letters in that fide, an amule- 
ment only for young country readeis. His comedy of 
JjfQp IS yet in repp-^entation. He died jn 1701. 

BouRSEis(Amabie) born in Auveigne ir. i6o6. hlewMS 
Author of level al works of Politics and of CciuiO'/erfy. 
Silhon and he are f )*p- fted to have been the authors of 
the piece, iniitled fke Poli ical Tefldmait^ attributed 
to Cardinal Richeheu. Fie died in 1672. 

Eoursifr (I^aurence), of the College of the Sorbonne, 
born in 1679, Author of the fantous book Of the jtilgn 
cf Gcd upon h’s Crr.Jn^es, or Of Ndtural Prcr^iotion, 
Ic is a vvoik of {ToIv e/.d rcaf 'rung, ftrengthened by great 
erudii‘On, and wudt'.n in a very eloquent ilil. . bat the 
^tr.cu .,enr to certaou dogmas has degiivcd rids cele- 
brated compofinon of much of its folidi^ and force. 
The Author Ferns to reiembie a State Mindler, who, 
after eftablifhing gennal laws, would turn them aticr- 
wards to ferve private inierefls. 

It is very difficult 10 conned]: particular fyftems of 
grace vdth the univerfJ dodtrineof the eternal and im- 
mucabie adiion of Providence over all its works. It 
nnifl be confelfed that iheie arc only two hypotheies in 
philofophy, to explain the machinery of the world. 
Either God at firfl ordained, and Nature has iinphcicly 
pbeyed the efcablilhed oider ever fincc ; or God gives 
continuaHy to every thing, both its being, and its mo- 
dification of exifl^nce, A third fuppohtion is inexpli- 
cable. 


It 
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It is pnmpoully written in the new Diftionary, H f- 
toriccil, Literary, Cr'tical, and Janlcnifl:, that Bourlier, 

like the rifes into the (kies, an i dips h<s pen 

“ in the bofom of God.” This is a bold figure, to 
make an Ink-horn of the Deity. This is the tirit fine 
that he was ever compared to a bottle of ink. He died 
in 1747. 

Brebeuf (William^ born in Normandy, in 1638. 
He is known by his traftfiation of tlie Pliarfalia-, but it 
is not fo generally known that he wrote The Lucan 
Travcjlied. He d ied in 1 66 1 . 

BiiLTEUiL (Gabrielle-Emilia)Marchionefs of Chardet, 
born in 1706. She illullratcd Leibnitz, and tranllated 
and wrote comments upon Newton- a merit of little 
efteem at Courr, but refpefted among all nations that 
value themfelves on knowledge, and who have admired 
the dei th of her underftanding, and the cxicnt of her 
cloqtience. 

Of all the womerr who have fhone an ornament to 
France, this Lady poireHed the largclt portion of genius, 
without ever alfeding the lead pre eminence. She died 
in 1749. 

Brk'Nne (Henry- Anguftns de Lomenie de) Secre- 
tary of State. He has lett us h.^ Mcmoi.s It m ghc 
be ufe:ul if other Mindhtrs would icav- iheirs l-ehind 
them, provided they were fucli as have bren lately 
digefled under the name of the Duke of Sully. ITe 
died m 1666. 

Abbe de*Brueys, born in Languedoc, in 1639; 
Ten ^volumes of controverfial writings which he has 
publiflicd, would have left his name in oblivion, if it 
'vas nor. for the little Comedy of The Grumbler^ fupe- 
tic'.r to all the farces of Moiiere, and that of the 
Advocate Pat elm ^ an ancient monument of the true 
Gallic naivete, which he revived, and which will pre- 
lerve his memory. as long as there remains a Theatre 
in France. 

Palaprat affifted him in both of thefe pleafanc 
peiformances. They' are the only works of genius 

d 3 tbac 
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that two authors have ever compofed in concert He 
died in 1723. 

1 here is a very ftngular fa<fl to be met with 
in the ColecHon of Lit a ary Anecdotes^ 1750, 
blillied by r 3 iirand, volume II. page 369, which 
it may not be amifs to quote in this place. The 
author’s word^ are thele : 1 he amours of Louis XIV. 

having been brought on the Englifli IHge, 

Louis XIV. in ^return, would have thofe of Wil~ 
“ liam Hi. reprefented alfo. I'he Abbe Brueys was 

(liieded by M. dc d'orcy to write the piece; which, 
“ though approved of, was never performed.” It 
is to be obl'erved, that this fame Colkthon of Anecdotes^ 
which is buffed with luch fort of tales, is printed with 
approbation and privilege. But they never exhibited 
the amours of Louis XI V« on any London Theatre; and 
it is well known that King \\dliiam aever had any 
rniftrefs. But if he had, Louis XIV. was too much 
attached to the forms of decency, to give orders that his 
intrigues flrould be made a public farce ; nor was 
M. de Torcy a man to be employed on fo filly apiece of 
bufinefs. In ftiort, the Abbe Brueys never did compofe 
fuch a ridiculous work as is here attributed to him. 
One cannot too often repeat, that the greateft part of 
fuch Colleftions of Anecdotes, of the Anas, of the 
Secret Memoirs, he, with which the prefs is generally 
fo loaded, are nothing more than compilations made 
at hazard by hackney-writers. 

La Bruyhre (John), born atDourdan, ki 1644. He 
certainly drew his Cbara'ders from real and known ^ per- 
Ions. His book has made many bad imitators. What 
he has faid towards the end againlt the Atheifts, has 
its merit ; but when he touches upon the fubje(ft of the- 
ology, he falls below even the I heologills themlelves. 
He died in 1696. 


• V’’oltaire, it would feem, liad never hcuril of rieaumont and 
J'letclier. Perhaps Shalxelpeafc had given him a fuiicit of the Euglifli. 
dr.ima. TranJ/ator, 
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Brumoy, a Jduit. His Greek neatre is reckoned 
the beft work of the kind that we have. He has 
proved by his poetry, that it was much eafier to 
tranflate and praife the Ancients, than to equal, by his 
own producl.ions, the gieat Moderns, It may, befides, 
be a reproacli to him not to have been fenfiblc of the 
fuperiority of the French over the G’reek Drama, 
and of the vail dtlference there is between The Mifan- 
thropc ^ and The Frop f 

Brun (deter Lid born at Aix, in i6di, of the Oratory. 
Flis critical work, Upon Siipcrjlitioiis Pratlccs^ is in re- 
qiieii; but he v/as a Fhyfician who treats of very few 
difeafes, and v/as always an Invalid himfelf. He died 
17 - 9 - 

Buff I r. R (Claudius), a J e fu i t. His Artificial Memory 
is very ufeful to thofe who would have the principal 
articles of hillory always ready at hand. Verfe (I do 
not mean poetry y was employed, at firft, for the fame 
pufpofc ; wliicli was to imprint in the memories of men 
the events which they would preferve the remembrance 
of.* He died in 1737. 

Bussy Rabu fin (Roger, Count of), born in thcNi- 
vernois, in 161 8. Fie wrote with purity. Both his 
works and his misfortunes are well known. His 
Amours of the Gauls is deemed but a middling kind of 
performance, in which he imitated Petronius, but fell 
very lliort of Ids original. The folly of the French was 
for a long time to imagine that ail Europe was curious 

f 

• A Comedy of M' Here. 

t Of Ariilophanes. 

t This was the caufc of his difgrace. The piece was not intended 
for the preF, but was prefenteJ in manufcrijic 10 the King, who was 
fo difpleafcd at it, that he fent the Auth-ir to the BalUle. Bulli Ra- 
butin pretended that it had been altered and interpolated by nia i- 
cious perfons before it wa*: delivered. He made great interell, and 
wrote many ingenious and fooihing .iddrelfe^ to his iVlcjclty, toobtaia 
his liberty, which he did at lull; but was then exiled to his own 
Caftle in the Countiy, whete he remaified until he died, without 
being able to get a remifli n of his fentenec. His panegyric on 
Eouis XlV. written in hi’> S .niflirnent, is a hniihed piece. It is to 
be met* with in his Memoirs. Tranjlator. 
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about tbeir amours and gallantries. A number of pro- 
fligates, from this vanity, have written the hiilory of 
their intrigues, that were never read even by the cham- 
ber-maids of their Miibeflcs. He died at Aiitun, 
in 1693. 

The Chevalier de C.^iily, who is known only under 
the name of Ac^uiil)\ was attached to the Minifler Col- 
bert. The date of his birth, or his death, is not known. 
There is a colleflion of fome hundreds of his Epigrams, 
among which there are a number of bad ones, but a few 
that are pretty enough. He wrote naturally, but 
without any imagination in the expreflion. 

Calmet, a Benedidtine, born in 1672. Nothing is 
more iifeful than his compilaiion of rcfearches on the 
Bible. The fafts are exa6f, and the citations faithful. He 
dees not think, hirnfelf; Ijut in bringing every thing to 
light, he affords good matter for reiiedion. He died 
ill 1757. 

Caiprexede (Walter DC la), born at Cakors, about 
the year 1612. Ck'ntleman in Oidinary to the King, 
It was he that firft gave a vogue to prolix romances. 
The merit of fuch ccmpofitions confifted in the adven- 
tures, tite contrivance of which was not dellirute of arr, 
and which were not impoffible, though very improbable. 
Boiardo, ArioRo, and I'affo, on the contrary, have 
filled their epic poems with fidions quite out of nature. 
But the charms of their poetry, the numberlefs beauties 
of the detail, their charming ailegorie', thofe efpecially 
of Arioilo-, thefc circumhances, I lay, r^mder their 
poems immortal *, and the works of Caiprenede, as well 
as others of the fame Itamp, are long fallen into con- 
temuc. Another thin^ too that has conrributed to their 
fall, is the perfedion to which our Theatre lias rifen. 
Theie is more ot f ntiment to be met with in our good 
I'ragedics, and in our Operas, than there is in all thofe 
enormous volumes Thcfe Icntiments too are better ex- 
prefled, and a knowledge of the liuman heart more deeply 
iuvdligacai in them; fo that Racine and (^giinaulr, 
who have in part imitated the ftik of the old romance, 
have reuLiced them to oblivion, in fpeaking to the heart 
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a.langnage more jiifl, more tender, and more harmoni- 
ous. He died in 1663. 

CAMPisTRONf (John), born at Toiiloufe, in 1656; a 
pupil and imitator of Racine. The Duke of Vendome, 
whofe Secretary he was, made his fortune, and Baron, 
the Comedian, a part of his reputation. There are af- 
fedling pallagcs in his pieces : they arc, indeed, but 
weakly written j but the iVile is puie-, and after him the 
language of our the.itric^al pieces was fo much neglecled,. 
that it funk almoif into barbarity at Ldt. Boileau de- 
plored this corruption on his deatliTed. } ledied in 1733. 

Du Ca.vgi: (Charles du Frclnc), born at Amiens, in 
1610. His two Cfiolfanes are ufefiil for explaining 
all the cuhoms of the Lower Empire, and rhe fucceeding 
ages. We are afloniilied at the extent of his know- 
ledge, and of his labours. Such men deferv’e our eter- 
nal acknowledgments, after •tliofe whofe v\it and genius 
have adminifl;ert.d to our pleafure. He was one of thofe 
to whom Louis XIV. was liberal. lie died in 16S8. 

Cassander, as well as D:i< ier, has rendered more 
(ervice to the reputation of Ariflotie, than all ilie pre- 
tended philofophers together. He tranCated the Rhe- 
toric, as well as Dacicr did the Poetics, of that famous 
Greek. We cannot but admire Ariltotle, and tl.e age 
of Alexander, when we fee that the preceptor of that 
great man, howeverdecried in his natural philofophy, was 
complete mailer of the pi inciples of eloquence and poetry. 
Where is the natural philofopher of our days, who could 
inflrucl m how to com pole an oration, or a tragedy i* 
CalTander lived and died in the extremcll poverty; 
which was the fault, not of his talents, but of his in- 
tradable charader, which was ill tempered and unfoci- 
able. Thofe who complain of fortune, may often 
blame themlelves for their lot. 

Cassini (John Dominick), born in the province of 
Nice, in 1625, called to Pads by Colbert, in 1666, 
He was on. of the greatclt allronomers of his time, but* 
he commenced, like tnc others, with altrology. As 
-he was naturalized in France, married there, had 
children in the kingdom, and died in Paris, hc' has a 
3 right 
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right to he numbered among the French Writers. He 
has immortalized his name by his Meridian of St. Petro- 
niuSs at Br^ulogne. it ferves to fliew the variations of 
the Farth’s fvviftncfs, in its movement round the Sun. 
He was the firrt: that fliewed by the parallax of Mars, 
that the Sun mult be at leaft thirty three millions of 
miles from our globe He foretold the courfe rhat the 
Comet of 1664, would take. He was the perfon that 
found out tlie five Satellites of Saturn. Huygens had 
not perceived any m6re than one-, and this difcovery of 
CafTini was celebrated by a medal, in the Medallic Hif- 
tory oi' Louis XIV. He died in 1712. 

Catrou, born in 1659. Jcfuit. He com po fed, 
in conjunflion with Father Rouillc, twenty volumes of 
the Koman Idiilory. ddiey ciideavoured to invHUgate 
eloquence, but could not bring it to a precifion. He 
died in 1737. 

Du CiiRci-AU (John Antony), born in 1670. He was 
a Jcfuit. There arc among his French Poetry, which 
is but of a middling kind, fome natural and happy lines. 
He has blended with the refined language of his owa 
time the Marotic Ihle which enervates Poetry by its 
unhappy facility, and which impurcs the language of 
thele times with obfolete words and expreflions. He 
died in 1730. 

Cerisi (Germain-Habert, ^c.). He was the Auro- 
ra of good tafte, and of the eftablifliment of the FTench 
Academy. His metamorphojis of the ejes of Phillis into ftars^ 
was thought to be a chef d’a'uvie, but ccafg:d to be 
deemed fo, as foon as good authors appeared. He died 
in 1655. 

LACHAMERE(MarinCureau DE),born atMans in 1594. 
He was one of the firft Academicians, and died in 1669. 
He arfd hisfon had ibme reputation. 

Chantereau (LiOuis le Fevre), born in 1588. A 
very learned man, and one of the firft who digefted the 
Hiftory of France j but he has given fanftion to a great 

r < 

•. The Doggerel, or Iludibrallic meafure and manner of writing 
I'erfes ; called Maroticy from Clement Marcty whofidl introduced Jt in 
t'rance. ^ia^>Jlator. , 


error 
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error in it, which is, that the hereditary fiefs did not 
commence until after the xcd of Huofi C apet. II there 
was only the example of Normandy, given, or rather 
extorted, on the title of an liercdifary fief, in 912, that 
alone would be lufficient to dellroy the afiution ot 
Chantereau, which many fubfequent hiftorians have 
finnce adopted, upon his credit, k is momover certain, 
chat Charlemagne infcitutcd Fiets with in-opritty 
in France, and that thi§ form of (iovernment was ufual 
before him, in L.ombardy, and in Germany. Me died 
in 1658. 

Chapelaix (John), born in 199.^. V/irhoiit La Pii~ 
celle^ (The Maid of Orleans) he would have efiablilF.ed 
a reputation in the literary world. This bad poem 
v/as worth more to him, than the Iliad was to Flomer, 
Chapelain was, however, uldul from his learning. He 
correded the lirlt verfes ol Racine. He commenced 
with being the oracle of authors, and finilhed witli be- 
ing their difgrace. He died in 1674. 

La CtiAPiLLE, Receiver General of Finances, and 
author of fome Tragedies, which had fuccds in their 
time. He was one (T thofe who attempted to imitate 
Racine; for Racine formed, without ddigning it, a 
fdiool, like the great painters. He was a Raphael, but 
never made a Julio-Romano. 1 lowever, his firll difeipies 
wrote with fome purity of language; and in the decadence 
which followed, we have leen, even in cur own times, 
w’hole Tragedies, in which there are not a dozen verfes 
together ^ without fome grofs fault. Obferve from 
what a hicight we are fallen, and to wliat excefs we 
are arrived, after having had fuch excellent models I 

CtiApELLE (Claudius rHuillier), natural Ion to Ih-iuiL 
lier, Mafler of the Accompts, k is not true that he was 
the firll: who made ufc ol redoubled rhirnes; D’Afibuci 
had ufed them before him, and even withioine fuccds* 

Pourqaoi done, fcxc au tcint dc refe, 

Quand la chaiiie vous impolc. 

La loi d 'aimer votre prociiami ; 

Fouvez-vouz me ha'ii laii , caule, 

Moi qiii nc vttus fis jamais nen ? 

Lh ' pour mon honneur je vo:s bicn, 

Qu’il faut V0U3 fairc qiidque ch^jfc, &c. 


Tdl 



THE AGE OF LOUIS XIV, 


IJC 


Ttll me, coy one, tell me why. 

Since the laws of charity 

Say yourneighb -urB you fliould love. 

You to me remain fo fliy. 

Who ilo nought your hate to move ? 

Then an honoui it mnfl prove, 

To do jlmcthifig rpceuily, tvc. 

There are a grj^at many of thefe redoubled rhimes in 
Voirure. Chapelle fucceeded better titan the reft, in this 
ftile, pciTcfTes both Jiarmeny and grace-, but in 

which he h.as often preferred a flerile abundance of 
rhime to the tliougiu and the turn of exprcriion. His 
volnpruous life, and his great modefly, contri- 
buted not a little to the rccomnienJation of Jus little 
pieces. It is known that in his Vo\r/:^e dc Montpellier^ 
there are a great many traits of Bacliauniont, Ion uf the 
Frefideut Lc Coign-'^ux, ony of the molt ami ible men 
of his time. Chapelle was, bebdes, one of t!ie heft pu- 
pils of Gaffendi. But one fliould properly diitinguifh 
the eulogiums which fo many men of letters liave be- 
llowed on Chapelle, and other imali wits of liis flump, 
from the praifes due r > iupenor geniufes. — Tlic ch trac- 
tor of Chrpelle, of Bachaumont, of BroiifTin, and cf all 
that Ibciety of the ydf. yvrs ea!e, gaiate, and free- 

4lom. We luay judge (U Chapelle by this nopi-omptu, 
which I hiave never yet icen printed. He* wrote it at 
table. Juft after Boilcau had recited an Epigram of his. 

Qn'av^c nlaiflr de ton hriUtriJc, 

Jc le vo'‘^ defeendre au qu.Urain ; 

Kt qiw je t epaignai dc bile 
Et dhnjurcs lui genre luimair, 

Quand rcnvcifaatua cruebe a fiiullc, 

Je te injs le verre ii la main. 

With rl'TifarC, fram your epic diku 
] fee you enndefrend to trifle — 

And more to fpare your liver’b bile, 

And yoi.r f.ifiric rage to lUfle, 

J won id fpill your lamps of oil. 

And give you flaflis of wine to rifle. 

He died in 1686. ^ 

* One of the quarters of Palis, fo called. TranftalQr. 


Charas, 
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Char AS, of the Academy of Sciences, t!.e firfl tliac 
wrorevvell upon Pharmacy, iotruc it is, that under Louis 
XIV. all the arcs began to enlarge their fphere-j. Tliis 
Pharmacopolid: travelling into Spain, was put into 
the Inquifuion, on account of his being a Calvinifl; 
hut a prompt abjuration f, and the intercelTion of the 
PVench Aipbaflddor, faved his life and, 'liberty. He 
died in 1698. 

CHAitDm (John), bo^m at Paris, in 1643. No Tra- 
veller has left us more curious Memoirs. He died ia 
London, in 1713. 

Charli. VAL (John Faucon DE Ris). One of thofe 
who acquired a reputation from the delicacy of their wit, 
without giving much to the prefs. The famous conver- 
fation ol the Mailbal d’Hocquincourt and of Father 
Canaye, printed in the works of St. Evremond, is Char- 
kv.il’s, all but the Iliort tliifertation upon Janfenifm and 
Moliniliii, v/iiich St b.’ vremond has added I'l.e ftile of 
the latter part is very different from that of the beginning, 
i he late Monlieur dc Caumartin, Counfellor of State, 
was in polleliion of the writings of Charlcval, in the 
original iijanulcript. 1 licrc is an article in Moreri’s 
Jdictionary, whi- n lays, that the Prehdent de Ris, 
Nephew to Charleval, refufed topublifli the woiks of 
ms Uncle, leif the name of an author might be look- 
ed upun as a blot in his Icufchcon, or a difgrace to 
“ Ids family.” One would be apt to luppofe a perion to 
bc'both of a mean lOJtune, and an abject fpint, to have 
conceived Juch an idea, in the age we aie here I'peak- 
ing of i and it was in a Lawyer an inftance of pride bc- 
coifiiag only the times of war and barbarifm, when icarn- 
mg was abandoned intirdy to the Gown, from a contempt 
both of one and the other. 

Charpenti£r (Francis), born at Paris, in 1620. An 
Hieiui Academician. He has left us a tranfiation ol the 
Cyropci'dia. He was warmly of opinion that all the in- 
Ruptioni on the public monuments of France, fhouU 

t And tliii tlie wretched IVicfts call making e G TmoCator. ' 

be 
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be written in the native tongue. And indeed it is, in 
a fort of degradation of a language that is fpoken 
throughout ail Europe, not to make ufe of it in its own 
country. It is in fomc degree to difappoint the very end of 
fuch records, to compofe them in a language which above 
three-fouiths of this very Public iinderlland not. Bc^ 
fidcs, there is a fpecies of barbarifm in latinizing French 
names; fo that pollerity may not perhaps be able to con- 
ceive what or who is meant hy^ the expreffion. Sinely 
the names of Rocroi and of Fontenoi have both a nobler 
found and better efFc^f, than thofe of RoLrohum and of 
Fonteniacum X He died in 1702. 

La Chatre (Edmond Marquis de) has Eft us his 
MeUiOirs, and died in 1645. 

CfiAULiFu (William), born in Normandy, in 1639, 
known by his carebJs jioetry, and the bold and volup- 
tuous beauties which ard to be met with in it. The 
r reatell part of his writings breathe a ipirit of liberty, of 
pleafuic, and of a phd.ofophy above ail piejudiccs. 'Phis 
was his charaNL( r. lie lived in luxury, but died with 
intrepidity, in 1720. 


* I do not a;^rce with M. Volt.rirc in thefe vain notions about Ids own 
language. Inlcriptions arc not deligned lor the illitciate, and a 
Scholar will always he ai>Ie to und^rlland them, in Latin, which i-. a 
lixtd language; wliile rjcnch being ever a fluctuating one, may hard- 
ly be intelhgii)lc iii d.itaiit a-ras. Tiie hrcncli ol ilic litteenth centu- 
jy, n(j;inrt's a gioflary and conlti uLtioii, now; but the Latin fpoken 
before wc ever began 10 reckon by centuries, rena.iir word for word 
the fame, at prefent, both in lenlc arid fpelling. Epitaphs, particu- 
larly, llioulij re always wiitt'^m iu Latin. We may fpeak of the liv- 
ing in a living language, but fliouM teicbrate the <]ead in a dead one, 
if we would have their names or ebaraders fnivivc. Pen Lneas^ 
though a I li nthman, was not fo [uiitial to his own language; for, in 
one of hi.-' Lni.n orarions, ipeanuig upon tliis fubjeift, he defends the 
ule of Latin inlcnpt om, vtiy ingcnioufly, in the following words: 
i\o/? j'e ia> turn dcmiith^ iicn (o ufquc ahjicit-, ac ^veliiti projiermt gloria^ ut 
^vili pvfcllo je prunum mnnt iHa nohtliuvi tt cruditorum per mams 

hinc^fi ncL^jJ'i' eft , dcjcendcre ac prolali gradalim. “ Glory does not lb 
quickly Ut itfell down, or throw iti'eif away, and as it were humble 
us head in the Uik, as to deliver itfelf without referve to the vulgar, 
all at once. It loves firlt io,pafs thruugh the hands of the noble and 
the learned, and thence, if fo it be, deicend or Hide down by 

nifenfible dag] eco.’^ '[laujunor. 


The 
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The verfes of his thafare ofteneft quoted, are the 
piece incitkd la Goute'^y which begins thus: 

Le deftrufteur impitoyable 
Deb marbres et de Tairain. 

The cruel deftroyer 
Of marble and brafs ; 

and theEpiftle upon Death, to the Marquis cc La Fare, 

Plus j’approchc du terme et moms je le redoute, 

Sur des principes furs ^lon cfprit ati'urmi, 

Content, peifuade, ne connait plus b; doute j 
Dcs fuitcs de ma fin je n’ai jamais frcmi. 

Exempt des prejuges j’aftronte I’lmpofture 
l3cs values fuperllitions ; 

Et me ris des preventions 
De CCS faiblos efprits clone la trifle cenfure 
Fait un crime a la nature 
De Pufage des biens que lui lit fon niitciir. 

The nearer to dying the lefs js my ditad, 

In principles certain 1 Hill put my trull:, 

Content and con\inced I ne’er trouble my head. 

For what lhall fuccecJ when Fm laid in theduit. 

From prejucl.ee free, i delpife the impollure 
Of vain fuperllitions, 

And leorn the indidions 
Of thofe feeble mortals whole ignorant cenfure 
Makes it finful in nature, 

7’o take of the fweets dcfigned for the creature. 

Another Epiftle to the lame perfon,and which made more 
noife in the world, opens thus ; 

J’ai vu de pres le Styx, j’al vu les Eumcnides ; 

Deja vciiaient frapper mes oreiHcs timicies, 

Les afFreux cris du chicn de I’empire dc« morts ; 

Et IcJ noirb vapeurs, ct Icj biulans tranfpoits 
Allaient de ma raifon oirufqucr la lumiere ; 

Ck‘ft lorfque j’ai fenti mon anie toute eniiere 
Sc ramcnaut cn foi faire un dernier effort 
Pour braver les honeurs que Ton joint a la morf. 

Ma raifon m’a montre, tant qu’elle a pu paraitre, 

Que rien n’eft en effet de ce qui ne peut etre ; 

Que ces fantomes vains font enfans de la peur 
Qu’ une fiiible nourrice imprime en noire cccur, 

Lorfque de loups-garoux, qu’ elle-mcme elle penfe, 

De demons et d*enfer elle endort notre enfance. 

I have not feen the poem; but from the lines, I fuppofe la Gctut 
means ihe drop, according' to the old adage of Gutta cavat lapuk>n,'<-^ 
Trapjiator. 
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The StvxIVc ncarlv’ fccn, the Furies heard ; 

My fimoious earb with th’ howlmgs have been feared 
Otthiee-iriou tiled Get hems tliat guajds the dead j 
The douds of i'ldphur, and the billows dread 
Of liquid i:re, have given me fuch ahright, 
almoh had extinguiOied reafon^s light; 

Till found philolopuy flow to my aid. 

And alked me. Why of phantoms do afraid ? 

1 hen prf:^”cd this truth, by deinoiiihation clear. 

That what nothing h.is to fear ; 

That all fuch bug-bcars are fro^m terror bred. 

Which iilly nurf^^ cram into our head ; 

And With thofe fcare-crows which themfelves have dreamed* 
Onr infant miiidb to cowardice are framed. 


Thefe pieces are not correct ; they are but flatiics of Mi’- 
chael Angelo jufc (ketehed. The floicifm of thefe fcnti- 
ments did not llir up any pcrfecution againft him*, for 
though an Abbe, lie v^’as^but little known among the 
Thcologilbs^ and only lived in private in rhe fociety of 
a tew friends. It was his biifmefs alone to put the finilli- 
ing hand to his own writings, but lie would never take 
the trouble of corret^Hng tliem. They have piinted fe- 
ver.il infipid trifles of h s, written and I'pokcn in focjnl 
converf, which t lie greed inels of Editors had coll, died, 
and tlie b.i'] tafb. of the times had encouraged. 1 he 
prefaces wiiuli iL.nd at ihe head of rliis collection, arc 
penned by certain ohal ii e pcrioirs, who think it is to be 
good company tiicrnf Ivc , to rejicar all the commoio 
plat e convei httions or riiofe who are fo. 

v.-anMiNAis, a jeiu t. lie wms tilled the Racine, 
and Bouroak'oc the Corneille, of Preachers^ 

Chi iiON’ (bdizabeUi), born at Paris, in 164^), famous 
in mufie, in painting, and in poetry • and more known 
inrdi r lur own name than that of her Iiufband, the Sieur 
Le Hay, She died in 1711. 

Chi-.vreau (Urban), born at Loudun, in 1613. IJe 
v/as a man of Icnie and gcmiis, who had a good deal of 
reputation, in his time. He died in 1701. 

CHiri'LGT (John-James) born at Befan^on, in 1588* 
We iiave (cveral dilqidfitu-ns of his. He died in 1660, 
Thcie have been feven writers of ebe fame name. 

Cnoisi 
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(Francis dc), born at Rouen, in 1644. He 
\vas Fnvoy -:t Siam, and pnbliflud an account of it. 
llelia.s comp'-'lcd fcveral hiUorkn, a tranflation of 
Jmiinticn <J dedicated to PAadame iMainrenon, w'nh 

this motto, Cnncnp feet rc:-: decer cm I hum ^ ami tlic 'Memo rs 
rf the Coiihtejs .Da Bams. This fame Count!. fs i)cs 
Jfiues was fimrell’. Flc habited himlell', and lived, as 
a V Oman for fcveral years ; and purclialld under r'le 
name of tlie Co'mtefs Des Barres, an efu.te ne r dTurs. 
I'hefe memoirs give an account v\/ith prcui naVvTL: of fj- 
vcimI intrigues lie had under < his diF-uife. ijiiring 'uhis 
inierval lie v^roie the Iiillory ol the Church. In his Me- 
moirs of the Court v.e meet with feme things tr^c, loine 
tiiin;’;; fafe, and many things too iruich In/earded ; and 
the file in r/lfch tliey arc written 23 I'atiier too fa- 
in iliau. 


Cd. irnr rj.nlrn;, Imrn in A-genois, in 1029. r-iiiii- 
(.er ol Ci'iunnton, th.c oracle dr n.n. party, and a v/oithy 
cm • ator (f th;' indbr ts, tlic /Inioivls, and -the Nicolas, 
lie compi noi f d sen tvOik*^, v/lne.d vvre nsad wirli avidi- 
ty wiule nde d ijcutcb lalbai. Mod pol m’cai wiltinp^s 

have luit l!i( .r leafon, wiiile the edibles of La Funtinne, 
#, ... ' 
ami the iv^eius (»1 adriofo, will {.nterlair. our fiteft polle- 

riry. Five or fx dmiildnd folios oi ct-.'liovtrfy are al- 
rea(L buried in oblivion, lie died a. the Hague ia 

1 b<S’ 7. 


La CoixTP. 'Xlnrlcs), born at Troves, ia 1611. He 
Cas or the Oiaiory. His Ii Irfffual /rmials^ printed 
at ihe iaiuvre by ouh-r ot tiieKingp aie an ufcful monu- 
m nr, or ieu> -d. He died in 1681. 


CoLLCT (Vhdiben ), born at Domhes, ia 1643 . A ci- 
vilia*i, and an independant man. H.e was excommuni- 
c.iied by riic Aixhbilhop of Lyons on account of Inmo 
Lnd:]Kd!f[nit^ ^ and he wrote againf: excommunication. 

^ lep.ob it'.-'d the eifablhhmcnt of monrlleries, and all 
U'ligious noi.des ; and, in has '•Treat: U cn (Jfay, he fnp- 
por(cd warmly the ufage autliorifed m Pi-cfic, faProvuive 
oi h ranee) or fubjedling the principal to the bearing of 
ntterdl, in bonds; a cuiloiu approved of in more rhan 
ihe halfof Europe, and piaclifed in the rell by all nc- 
^ b t: gocia'uia 
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gociators of money, in fpiteof the law that excludes ir. 
He affirmed alfo, that the rythes paid to the clergy were 
not of right divine, i Ic died in 1718. 

CoLOMirz (Paul). The year of his birth is not known; 
and moft of his works begin now to be in the fame pre- 
dicament. However, they may affiord home amufement 
to thoie who are fond of literary refearches. lie died ii> 
London, in ^692. 

CoMMiRE, a Jefuit. He had a character among thofe 
who vainly imagined they coulfi write good Latin verle, 
and thought toieigners might revive the Augudan age, 
in a language which they did not know even how to pro- 
nounce. 

In fihav.1 ne Vigna feras 

Conti (Armand Prince of), brother to the Great 
Conde, ddigiied at lirll fgr the Church, at a tiine wlien 
fuperditious prejudices had ranked the dignity of a Car- 
dinal luperior to that of a IVincc of tlte blood Royal in 
France. It was he vvlio had tlic misfortune to be Gene- 
ral filmo of the Fronde, againll the Court, and againlc 
his brother too. He became a devothe and a Janfcrdil 
afterwards. We have of his, The Tuilcs of the Crept, 
He wrote alio on Grace, againll the Jefuit Des-CIiamps, 
his old tutor. He wrote liLewifc againfl plays ; bar, 
• perhaps he liad barter have written againii the civil wars. 
Cinna and Polyeudtes were as ufefiil and refpedlable la 
fociety, as the war of the gates -f was iinjull; and ridicu- 
lous. 

CoRDEMoi fCcrald), born at Paris. Weor/c the clear- 
ing up the chaos of the two firll races of the Kings of 
France toJiini; and lor tliis uleful undertaking we are 
obliged to the Dulce of Montauficr, who commanded 
him to write the hiilory of Charlemagne., for theinfciuc- 


* The Latin proverb is of the Lime import with the Englilb one 
of “ Cany not )our coals to Ncwcaillc:” but I don’t perceive the 
jullnef; cf Its apfiluation here. Ttaufuior, 

. t ^ he civil war of the Fyande was io called, becaufe the Paribnrent 
had iffueJ an airct to ohlige all owners of Pertes cocLres, or gate-Nva)S. 
to iupply a man for chs Faridan army, ///vf, 
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tion of Monffigneur. Me found in the Pvnei. o'- authors 
nothing but abiurditics and contradidioii>. i'iie diffi- 
culty encouraged hitu, and he performco his caffi with 
liiccTfs. He died in 1684. 

CorNKiLLE (Peter), born at R' ueh, in 1606. Tho’ 
they exhibit only hx or leven pieces of thirty-tlncc tliat 
he has compofc'd, he will ever i)c cof fbj-red . - t e iailtcr 
of the Theatre. He was the firjl w n '.Sl'c. / i gerius 
of the nation: and that ought . ' make atonement for 
about twenty of his plays, which ^ire in many places 
nearly on a level with the word we In/v C, in the badnefs 
ot the iblc, the coldncls of the phut, hi nlarc'd and infi- 
})icl paffions, and a heap of fjnc-fpun dev hurauiun, v/hich 
is the very bane of Tragedy. Uut we ought Uu judge of a 
great man ()v his liniffif'd, and not by liis faulty pieces. 
Jc is laid that his tranflation of iIk hv^j.licn of 
('J.rif lias yailfcd through two-and-ihirty editions. It 
is as diffiiult to believe it, as it is to read it, once. He 
received fome gratuity from the King in his Idl illnefs. 
He tlitxl in 1684. It has been aderred, in fcvcral of the 
collcdions of anecdotes, that his place ufed to be watch- 
ed; whenever he went to the Tlicatrc, and that the au- 
dience role on his appearance, and clapped their hands. 
But, unluckily, the l^ubiic arc not lb apt to render juf- 
ticc ; and tlie fadl is, that riie King’s Company of Come- 
ebans lefuled to perform his lait pieces, and he was 
forced to give them to fome oihcr troop. 

CoRNLiLLi- (Thomas), born at Rouen, in 1625; a 
perfon vdio would have enjoyed a gieat reputation, if he 
had not hac^ a brother. He has left us four-and-thirty 
dramatic compofitions ; but dial poor, in tin: year 1709. 

Cousin (Louis), liorn at Paris, in 16/7. He ve.s Preii- 
dciit of the Mint. Nobody ever opened the four: s of 
hiliory more than he His tranflatioir of ilie '‘g zantine 
Coiledion, and of Eufebius of CtefauM, has pc- it into 
die power of all the world to judge I etween th^^ true 
5 ^nd falfe, and to perceive with what prejudices end 
party-jpirit hiftory has been almof^' always wiitten. The 
Republic of Letters owes him many obli idons era 
number of tranflation*^ of the Greek hifiorians, which 

c 2 would 
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would have alone diflinr^uinied his name. He died in 
1707. 

The Earom DCS CouTURcs tranflaled I.ucretins :nto 
prole, and wrote comments upon it, about the ndddle 
of the reign of Louis XIV. He was of the lame opi- 
n on with that philofopher about the greatell: part of 
the firll principles of things. He thought matter to be 
eternal, as iiidlced all the Ancients did. Hie Chriftian 
religion is the only one that ever combated this notion. 

Crlrillon (Jolliot), born aC Dijon, in 1672. W'c 
are ignorant whether a certain attorney, whofe name 
was Prior, firll made him a poet, as it is fiiid in the 
Hillorical Portative Didionaiy, in Ibur volumes. It is 
rather more probable, that Nature had a greater hand 
in it, than the attorney. We yield as little faith 
to die anecdote told ol his fon, in the fame work. 
We cannot be too t!ifiid<;nt of all fuch little' llories. 
Crcbillor. has a claim to be reckoned among the geniulis 
who rdlcdcd aluflre upon the Age of Louis XI V. fince 
his 1 ragedy ot Rhadamifitts^ the bell ol his pieces, was 
exhibited in 1710. Jf Defpifaux, who died about thar 
time, pro/Iounied this I’ragedy to be worie than any ot 
Pradon s, it mull [)e becaule he had au'ived at tiiat age 
ol life and difpolition of mind, when people become 
ftnfible only to the defeeds, and infenfiblc to the beau- 
ties ot a work, lie died at the age ot eighty-eight, in 
1762. 

^ DAeiER (Andrew), born atCiftrcs, in ifigi. He was a 
C.aivinill, as was alio liis wile-, but they both conformed 
tvi tlie Catholic religion together. He was Kr*ej)cr of the 
Boidcsof the King’s Cabinet, at - aris; an o/Iice that qow 
fubfills no longer. Lie was more a man ol' le.irning thin 
a good writci ; but iie was, and will ever lemain, a very 
op fill one, on account of /us tranfi.itions, and many of 
ills notes. He d ed at the Louvnc, in 1722. Wc owe 
to Madame Dacier, his wife, the tranllAtion of Ilomeri 
the molt faithful in the flile, though it wants force; 

I ro (Tonfounu tlic Phllofophcr and tiie Poet to- 

er, ^rc*. 1 puuiu', vvai> the Inlt, or Democriiiii before him; 

Lucretius was t' c Ic'.und only. Ri anjUncrd 

1 ‘and 
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' nnd the moH- inflruftive in the notes, though they cio 
. not pofiels all that refinement of taiic that we could vvilli. 
She was not lenfible, it Ivs been obferved, that what 
might have plealed the Greeks in the barbaious ages 
of that peo])!e, and what was relpeded as ancient, in 
after-ages more enlightened, would have difguiled, if 
written in the times of Plato and Demou henes. Bur, in 
fact, no weman ever rendered more lervice to the Re- 
jniblic ot Letters, than l^ie dul and Madame Dacier is 
(Crtainly one of the moll ren?arkai!)lc perfons of the 
Age of Louis XIV. 

D’Aguf.sseau (Henry-Krancis), Chancellor, and the 
moil learned magiilrate that ever lived in France, being 
nia!Vr of half the modern langnagcs in Europe, befides 
the Latin, Greek, and a tolerable acquaintance with 
the Hebrew; perteftly read in hilb-iy, profoundly 
verCcI in lawg and, wnac is yc^t more uncommon, a man 
o[ eloquence. I le was the firll at the bar who fj^oke with 
lore , and purity at the fame time. Before his time, the 
pleadiers uled only to Ipcak feiuences. He conceived a 
projeel tor reforming die law*, but he was only able to 
ehect tour or fiv^ tiielul alterations. A fingle perfon was 
not capafde or that evcellivc labour whicli Louis XIV. 
jiad u nuertaken with the alliftance of a great number of 
niagiilrates. He died in 1751. 

I)\NCHLT (Antony) has fuccccded, by the help of 
mulic, in iome operas, which are not quite fo bad as his 
tragedies. His prologue of the Secular Games, before 
Heiionc, palics for a good piece, and may be put in 
comparifon*with that of Amadis. 'fhe following 
beaiuiiul apoflrophc, imitated from Horace^ has been 
prelcrved. 

Pere des falfons et des jours, 

Fai naitre en tes climats un fiecle memorable. 

Puific a fus ennemis cc pcuplc rednu able 
Kirc a jamais lieureux, et triompber toujours ! 

Nous avons a nos Jnix aliervi la victoire ; 

Audi loin que tes feux nous porrons notre gloire, 

Fai dans tout i’univcrs craindre ifc3tre pouvoir, 

Toi qui vois tout ce qui rcl'pire. 

Soldi, pulfles-tu ne rieo voir 
De ft puittant que cet empirs ! 
e 3 
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Parent of feafons and of light. 

Bung back a memorable age^ 

And wuh ihatgloiy us bedight. 

To fliiac in the liifloric page. 

O ! let U3 be ruccefsful ftill. 

And vidory command at will, 

Far as thy piercing eye extends;; 

That {! ' o ’>''ho all things in a day 
Cacilt lupv..v;L*, may’ll not furvey 

An empire that our own tranfeends. 

It is in this Prologu dut wc find the fonnet whicl 
the poet K . * dnee took his hints from, ii 

compofmg t,x oo free couplers which caufed his dif 
grace. The original pieces of Danchet peihap'^ 
be:ter than the ^ irodics of RouiTeau. The following i 
Gi)e ol DainJiCt’s, ,hat is belt remembered. 

«• 

Qup r.io anf rrui Jevient liemc ix 
En Jc ' j c encur nl^is fidellL* 1 
Que Lciuj , dans Its mcmes nccud^ 

Jl tr-uxe V d(-n our noiivcile 1 
Que ics f. ipiib er le i •n';usur 3 
PuilLnt Ituis llecKir les rigaeurs 
De la bcaiiie la plus levc.c! 

Q-e I’amant cooible de lavcurs^ 

Sadie les gc»ater ci Jes talrc. 

May the lover who is btcll', 

The mcr^* conlhnt duTclore prove, 

And ilhliion he :iiC bt-lt 
Coniervator of his love ! 

Ec his pallion ,iil the means 
Uicd to win ih' obdur.'te fair 
And the favours lie obtains 
May hp talle, bu: not declare! 

Dancourt (Florent- Carton), an Advocate, born Iii 
1662, chole to apply his labours to the ftage, rather than 
the bar. What Regnard -f was, in comparifon of Mo- 
l:eie, in polite Comedy, the comic Dancourtwas in Farce. 
Many of liis leprelentatioiis, even at this time, draw fuf 

Not the late John-James Rouflcau, but John-Baptiil, hcicaftci 
mentioneJ in tjhi» c tta^o. ue. ^ ranJlatGr.*^ 
t Miutioncd hereafter, in this dafs. Ui4. 


houfc': i 
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thsy lively, and the dialogue is natural. 
The number of pieces written in this familiar flile, is 
inhnice ; but they are more accommodated to the laRe 
of the vulgar, than of more refined wits. But amufe- 
nent is one of the requiftes of mankind, and this ipecies 
of low comedy, which is eafily reprefented, is greedily 
devoured, both at Paris and in the Provinces, by the 
mulcir.ude, who are not fufceptible of more refined plea- 
jures. He died in 1726^. 

Danet (Peter), one of thofe labpurers in literature, 
who are more uieful than tamous. His BiBiono.ries 
of the Latin Tongue and of Antiquities, are among the 
number of thofe memorable books compofed in njum 
Delphini, for the inftrUvrlion of the Dauphin, Monfeig- 
neur, and which, though they did not much improve 
the [irince, were an advantage to the literature of France. 
Fie died in 1709. • 

Dance (L.ouis, Abbe de), born in 1645, an ex- 
cellent Academician, who died in 172^ 

Daniel (Gabriel), a jeluir, and J iifloriographcr of 
France, has re ctified the errors of Mezeray, in Ivs <i(:coiinc 
of the hnl and lecond race of our kin[pL It is objcGed to 
liim that his die; ion is not always pure; that Ins ftile is 
too weak ; that he rarely interelis os ; that he wants dc- 
Icripnon; that he has not made us fullicicntly acquainted 
with the cuiloms, the mariners, or tiie lavvs, of the 
times he treats of; and that 1 is liiflory is only a tedious 
detail of mihtary operations, in the account of which 
a writer of his profePiion mufl; often, and unavoidably, 
betray his ignorance. -The Count de Ihul .n iikers lays,’ 
in Memoirs i pon the Guvernm "t o- J* ranee, that ■ 
Daniel is chargeable with ten thouiand '..if; ikcs. This 
is a Iwd cenfurc: bur, luckily for him, the go .eer num- 
ber of thefe errors are of as little confcquc!iee the 
corredions that lliauld be put in tlicir place. Fvn* v/liac 
fignihcs it whether it was the left or the right winp, 
that^gave way at the battle of Moqtllwn ? Of what 
confequence is it through wdiat^ pafiage Louis le Gros 
entered the ruins ot Foilet A native ought to know by 
what flcps the gover’nmcnc of a country had changed its 

farm ; 
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fonn ; what have been the rights, and what the iirarp-^ 
tions, of the dillcrenr Hates j what the operation ot th: 
fbles genera), and wliac the rme ipiric of the 
Now the great deteff of Daniel is, either Ins not h iving 
b.en thoroughly infoimed of the riglus or eonfliiution 
of the ration, or Ids having miliepreimtcd iheru. He 
has inti re iy oirdtud the celebrated Hates of r py p He 
has not roLUtioned the Topes, nor even fpok' n of the 
great an(' , ood King Henry tht; Fourth, bur jipc a Je- 
Init. He has ftewR no knowledge in the iinantes of 
the kingdv^m, nor of the interior, nor tiie manners o! ir. 
Fie pretends in his preface, aiul it has l>een lepeated 
after him, that the HrH anais Oi the h:lh)ry of France 
were meu'e interefting than thofe of hoirng bccaLife 
Clovis and Dagobert had more nundrory th .1 ilomiilus 
and Tar(]ii!n. iJe happened not to be fmii ie r,!iat tlie 
feeble bCj^ynnings ol every thing that is oreat, en- 
gage the auention of nv*n. We .,ie pie bed to iec the 
fmali orig’n oi a peoj)le, to whom branr^ w.i-. oniya 
province, and whr'h extended its empire 10 the Eloc, 
the Fupliratcs, and rheN g. r; v/heixas it miiH be 
conieifed, that our hiHot), and riiat of the leH of 
Europe, irom the f;fth century of the \ ulgar /Era to 
tlie fitrccnth, is but a c'haos of barbarous actions, per* 
formed by p/idons of as barba.rous names. 

Dargonc ('Noel;, born at Pans, in ioj4, a Carthu- 
fian hnar of Gailion. He was the only prieH of his 
order who ever ciiitivauxl literature. 11 is M:f(d~ 
hinics, under the name o' Vigncvl di are fidi 

cf curious aneulole^^, though nor autlichtic. Fie 
"died in 1704, 

DnscAKTf.s (Rene), born in I'ouraine, in 1500, Ton 
to a Coimfclior ot he Parliament of Ihitiany. He was 
the grcaiclt xMatlKmatician of his time, but the rnoH 
ignoiaie Vi tlie phdofophy of namre, if compared with 
tnole v/ho .have appeared in the world fnue. He paffed 
almoH h ^ v/liole life out of France, that he might be 
able t(; jaaolifli Ids |)hdofophy to the world wiiiiout re- 
ftraint, after tlic example of Salmafuis who did the 
^ CcaeKiporary and fn- nd of Defcartes. 
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Xinie. It been affcrted that he had an eldar bro- 
jti'ci , ouniellor of the Parliament of Brittany, who held 
him ifi contempt, and laid, that it was unworthy of tlie 
bj other ol a Counlelior to be a Mathematician, fiav- 
■ iiK.r fo.'glit for rcpolc m the folitude of Holland, 
he w s dii ip])ointed. A pcrfon v hofe name was Voecius, 
and umtlv' c d’cd Shockius,' wo Piofelfors of tliefchola- 
llK-jirgon that wasftill in vogue, commenced a proiecu- 
t:on aga.nf' h"-.}, upon th^* ridiculous charge of yVthvcilm, 
winch all ''e![nca')le Doctors oi Xheology .have ever 
urged agandi me phiioiophers. In vain hadDes- 
(.ai t s I XL rtL(.l !i!. vdiole genius in collecting together 
all t!ie proois oi die Deny, and in attempting to fuper* 
add nee- J. 'moi'iilvatio.is to the thefis *, his enemies, not- 
with aiidiing, compared him to Vanini, in print. Not 
tinu Vaipiii was an Atfieul, for the contrary had been 
svin-cJ-, ‘)ut as he Imd bccil burnt at the Itake for 
Inch a mppoied cdmcg they could not think of any 
tom})ar!h;n oioic ()d:ja>. Deicarte.s with much dif- 
iiciihy oht med loti e flight ivmifiicn of his punilh- 
meiit, '-n/ ilic lentence of the Academy of Gnmingen. 
Ills 'Ako uiiiohs^ and Ids D'/fconrfi! upon ibd Method, &c. 
a.e llili held in ciiecm *, but all his Natural Bliiloibphy 
is fdlcn to die ground, becaulc it was neither rounded 
upon geometry, nor upon expenment. Me intd fora 
long time lo great a reputation, that La Fontiine, who 
was truly igtiorant, but an echo of the public voice^ 
Lui of liim, 

-l^rfcar^es ce mortd dont on eut Hit un Dlea, 

Larib ]cp iictles pafics, et qui tient le milieu 
icntre 1 iiommc ( t I’ciprir, comine enire Chuitre et rhoinmc 
Lfi tient tcl de nos ^ens tranche bote dc fomme. 
in former times Dcfcarres had been 
lUleemed a god ; as placed between 
^^pirit and man • as dunces clafs 
f wixt the human and the mafs,* 

Pope pays a more hyperbolical compliment to Newton, thouch 
pt diigraces it by ihe grolfnefs of his fimiie. 

Superior beings, when of late tljey faw 
it explore all Nature’s law, 

wii'dom in an earthly dirpe, 

• And mewed a Nfwm as we Ihew an TranJIator. 

The 
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The Abbe Genet, in the prefent age, has given himfcif 
the idlr trouble of putting the Phyiics ot Defcartes into 
French verfc. It is only hnce the year 1730, that tliey 
have begun to recover themfclves in France from all 
the errors of this chimerical philofophy, when geometry 
and experimental philofophy have been better culti- 
vated. Idle face of Delcartes in phyfics, may be com- 
pared to thaUof Ronfard in poetry. lie died at Stock- 
holm, in 1630. 

Desmarlts de SainT'Sorlin (John), born at Paris, 
5 n 1595. He took great pains with the Tragedy of 
Miramus^ of Cardinal Richelieu. Ilisown Comedy, of 
Ihc VifiOuarlcs^ was eflLcmed amafter-picce ; but it was 
becaul'e Moliere had not yet appeared. He was Comp- 
trolier-Generai of the Extracrdinancs of the War De- 
partment, and Secretary of the Marine of the Levant. 
Tov/ards the latter end of his life he was more known 
by his fanaticifm, than his writmgs. He died in 1676. 

Destouchis (IN'ericaiir), after having con)]X)fetl ieve- 
ral Come -its, was employed in the alfairs of Prance, 
at the Englilh Court-, and having executed this employ 
with fuccefs, he returned, and wrote Comedies again. 
We do nor, in his pieces, meet with the ilrength and 
gaiety of Regnard, and Ihll IcE the paintings of the 
human jicart, that natural, that true plcalantiy, that 
excellent comic humour, for which the inimitable 
Moliere was defervediy celebrated ; but next to them he 
bore Ibmc ixputaton. He has written fome p eces 
which have haa luceels, although the humour of tliem 
is rather lomcvvhat ftrained. He has, ho\fever, kept 
clear of that Ipecies of Comedy which is of a languid 
nature; and of that foit of dcmellic Tragedy which 
is neither tragic nor comic, but a monftcr born of the 
declining gem us of authors and the exhaufeed fpirit of 
the polite Age of Louis XIV. 1 Ls Comedy of 
Pfoiul Man * is his bed performance, and will probably 
keep podedion o[ the Theatre, though the charabfer of 
the principal is not v/^dl filled up ; but the reft of the 
characters feem to be mafterly written, 

^ U Gloriciw, ' 


Dom*at; 
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Domat, a famous civiliin. Hi:; book on the Civil 
Law has a great character. 

Doujat (John), born at Toulouf*, in i6?(), a civi- 
lian, and a man of letters. He was ti;c father of a child 
and a book, every year. The fanne thing vms faid of 
I'iraquean. The Journal i‘cs Sa .:ans calls Idm a (..rcat 
Man. We lliould not be io prodigal of Idch titles. 
He died in i68S. ^ 

Dur.ois (C-ierard), born at Orleans, in 1629, of the 
Oratory. He wrote ^Ihe Uifiojy of » the Church cf Paris^ 
and died in liujG. 

DiJCfir, vaicc-de-chambre to Loiib XiV. compofed 
fomc dhagedies lor t!ie Court, on fabh'ns taken from 
the Scriptures, after the e .ample ot R::cii;e-^ but not 
with the fame fuccefs. The Ck)srt of i'^hjenir in 7k//- 
ris is hjs bell; performance. It is in ti.c great file, and, 
though only an opera, retraces a jult idea of the belt 
Greek I'ragedies. This tafle did not long fibhil- for 
foon after they delcendcd to the filly Ballets com- 
poled of dctaclied Acls, contrived merely to introduce 
fiances; lo that even ilie OjK'ra degenerated at the 
tunc when every thing elfe Icll todcaay. Madame de 
Maintenon railed the fortune of this author, and re- 
commended him fo Itrongly to Monlieur Bontcharirain, 
Secretary of Slate, that the Miniller, concluding Duche 
to he a perfon of fomc confequence, thoughi proper to 
pay him a vifit; while the then infignilicant andobfeure 
Puvne, iceing the Secretary of State call upon him, 
concluded rh .t he was come to order him to the Ballille. 

Duciifsne (An.lrew) born in Tonrainc, in 1584. He 
wa^ Hilloriographer to the King, and antlior of feveral 
hillories and g^-nealogical d'fquilitioiis. Me was called 
the Father of the Hildory of Frantv. He died in 1640. 

jDavFssN'OY (Charles), born at Paris, in ifri. He 
was •\jth a ikunter and a Poet. His Poem on Pmling^ 
was well received by thole who could reblh other Latin 
verfes than thole of the Auguftan period. He died 
in 1665. * 

Dufreny (Charles), born at Paris, in iCjS. Fie 
paffed for a gmindfoa oi: Henry IV. and refemblcd hini. 

His 
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His father had been valet of the wardrobe to Louis XIIL 
and this fon was the iame to Louis XiV. who always 
countenanced him, notwithflanding the irregularities of 
his manners and conduct ^ which, l)owever, did not pre- 
ferve him froni dying poor. With a great fliare of wit, 
and more than one talent, he could never frame a re- 
gular work, lie has left us a great many Comedies; 
and there is Ji.irdly (me of tlicm winch does not contain 
humorous, but fingular feenes.^ He died in 1724. 

DuPLiiix (Scipia-de Condom), though born in 1569, 
may be enumerated in the Age of Louis XsV. having 
lived under his reign. He was the lirlt hiilorian 
who quoted his authorities in the margin ; a vouclicr 
ablolutely necchary, except when on: writes the hillory 
of one’s own times, or fpeaks of fads gmeraily known. 
yih lUftoy of France is not preferved in libraries, aC 
prelenr, bccaulc lince his^ time there Iiavc been others 
better compiled, and better written. He died in j6(m. 

Esprit (James), born at Beziers, in idii, aiulior of 
a book, intided, Of the Falfcnefs cf llunuiu rirtnc^, which 
is nothing niore than a commentary on the Inike of 
Kochetoucauh’s Ahixims. The Chancellor vSfgiiier, who 
had a taikHbr his literature, procured him an appoint- 
ment or King’s Council. He died in 167S. 

Lstrai)i:s (the Marflial d’J, His letters are as much 
eftcemed as diofc of Cardinal d’Offat; and it is a pecu- 
liarity to be taken notice of in h ranee, that the common 
diipatches arcohen excellent works. He died in 1686. 

Ihc Maiqiiis de la Fare, known by his Memoirs, 
snd fevcral entertaining poems. His talentTor poetry’ 
however, did not ilicw itlclf ’till he wnis about fixty years 
of age . It was Madame de Caylus, cme of the mult 
charming women of her time, both tor wit and beauty, 
who hrft mfpired his verfc; and the piece he addreheci 
to her, was, peihaps, the beft of his performances. 


* They tell a rimilarHory of the Count de BonarJli. His full poem 
wns a J alloral, which is reckoned equal (0 Qiiannrs P,J]or /m/c?, and 
^ajjo 5 Amintas, i raTijUiKjr, ^ 


M’abatj- 
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M’abandonnant un jocr a h tridcnV, 

Sans efpt'ianee, et mcmc tleliis, 

|e rcgrettais les fcnfibles plaifirs 
Pont la douceur enchanta nn jeiineiie. 
Sont-il' pertlub, difais-je, fans retour ? 

Et n’cs-tu pas cruel, amour! 

Toi que j’ai fait des mon enfance, 

Lc niaitre de mes plus beaux jours, 

D’en laiffer terminer Ic coui^ 

A renniqeufc indifference ? 

Alors j’ appei^us d.mb les al/s 
L’enff-it maitre dc l^nivcrs, 

Q^ii {deiii d’une juic inhumainc, , 

IVIe dit, cu Iburiant, 'Tirfi, ne tc plain plus, 
Je vais mcTtrc fin a ta peine, 

Jc te promeis uu regard de Cdjus, 


ODE TO C LI P I D : 

A P A R A P U R A S IR 

Oppreffed with f.idncf , and to fnlccn a p^ey, 
SVuhoul a hope, almoll; wuhout dclir^s, 
ITIovv 1 regret the joys long fiown .“v ly, 

'flic giaulul fuel lo my ycadilul (lies ! 

And are they gone ! for ever gone! 1 ciied; 
'I'oo cruel Love, rceal them, or i die ; 

Thou who haft all thatX woith ol life iunplicd. 
Thou mailer of my fong, and leveli). 

Blind God, prevent my tedious days to wade 
In lifelels yawns, or cold indiucA'nce ; 

With art divine retrieve the minutes paft. 

Or fufthr not another to coinincnce. 

While thus I prayed, the Deiry appeared, 
Cleaving with amorous fpted the liquid air ; 
My gloom difperfes, every puUe wa< cbeeied, 
While the kind God did this facheil dcUaic : 

No longer, Thyrfis, thy fad fate deplore, 

No riKire a life of upat'iv upbraid; 

Thy founer feelings I reft 're. 

And Caylus fhail conliim tne grant Pvj mude. 

Be died in the year jyi 2, 


La 
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La Fayiitte ( Maria - Magdeleine de la Vergn^*, 
Connrcfs de^. Her Frincefs of Ckves^ and her Zaydt\ 
were the firft Romances in which the manners of polite 
life and natural events are dc.'cribed v/itli grace Be- 
fore her time, thefe fo;t of writings were compofed of 
i!r,pre>bable adventures, told in a bombaflic ftile. She 
died in i6-]3. 

Telieien (AndrevvO, boin at Cha^'tres, in 1619. He 
was the fiiR who, in the infeuprions or f he 1 Ibrel dc Ville, 
gave Loui. XIV. the e[)ithct (d’ Groiutf GVerzA II IS 
Dialogues on tic IJves of ibc Puinltrs^ is the worL wdiich 
has doni! him tlie moil honour, lie is elegant, pro- 
found, and there is a tailc brcath.ng liiroii^'hoiit his 
writings ; but he iias faid too lirtlo m too many vvo;d.sg 
and writes intircly withop/: metliod. lie dad in 1 
Flnelon (i'raiici-. i e falignac), Arcri'.:i:'a>]) ot Lam- 
bray, was born in /er!ve>yd, m H'^ lelt behind 

him f]tty-lix diiierenr weeks, aii cf wlucli Icem to be 
diftated by a foul e-f h‘it his TeiunncFfs in- 

fpires it. He w.is vaaily a-:, a kefs Ig/ (laaU(l''ville, and 
by tile Abbe h'aidir. He feed .it thimbiov, in jyg,. 

Af:er the dcadi of 1 fi. ion, Louis XlV. threw into 
the fiivrdl the manuicrip'LS v/indi theduhe cf Burgnudy 
had pivlerved of hj> preceptor . ]l imfa\ a pup;! of 
this c-lebra’C'J Aofibdb.gg v.ioiw thefe uvuais to me : 
If lie heal hw: 1 born m idigfianci, v/O'uld lie.ve tin- 
folded ills g; emd given it lull Icope, v/ilhout 
feaiiiig tor lus pniiciples, vvhich nobi^dy kn. w.” 
Ferranj), LounlHlor oi ihc Court of Ails. We 
have fome pretty verlcs of his. He jivelict.l Rondeau 
in the epigram and the madrigal. I givu you here 
Ipecimcn of the line in winch Fcrrand wrote. 


UGmenr ft fie ne'anfol'o, 

Ca Icinrii's enSn f ,))!riitT;tk 
Ln fi'iitainc let ; 

i'A cjjii b)it 'Je f'Mp;, oiiolic 
JulquAu r.oin de I’objct aiuicn 

* Th:fe ucre puMiHied iinupr the name of Mr. Sc-rais, on whom 
Ihe l)e 11 0 vvru I h c in . -/ , v/A ’ter. 

f lie did nul luivave liiis piece of facrilegc, Jhd. 


Pour 
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Pour mieux oublier Egerie, 

J'y courus hier vainement ; 

A force de changer li’amanc, 

L’infidele Tavoit tane. 

With love and melancholy waflv’vf, 

Celemnus to a fount was turned 
Whole waters by fond lovers tailed, 

No more in hopeful flames they burned. 

To cure defpair, I thither went, 

Egeria^' coynels to defy, 

When lo 1 behold rhft fad event! 

Her former fwains had drank it dfy. 

The critics obferve, that Fcrrand has more of the natu- 
ral, of grace and delicacy, in his gallant pieces and 
tliat RoulTeaii has more drength and depth in his de- 
bauched ones. He died in 1720. 

Kcuq^ifres de Pas (the Marquis), born at lean’s in 
1648. An Officer compleatly Ikilkd in rlie art o(- \vai% 
and an excellent commentator, though perln.ps rather 
too fevcrc a critic. He died in 1711. 

Le Pevre (Ihmegui), born at Lafn in lo^. A 
Calvinifi, and a Profeflbr at Caumur-, cLfpifing thole 
or own frcl:, and yet living among them ; m(jrc 
Philolbpher than a Hugmmor. lie v. eolC as well in La- 
tin, as it is poflible to uo in a dead language, and made 
Greek verles \v!d(.h deierved but ie»v reaJLrn Tlic 
greatefi; obligation lor which lie Kenudlic of !,etrcrs is 
indebted to hina, is Ids h .ving- given Mauame Dacier 
to the world. He died in 1678. 

Le Fevre (Ange), Madame Dacier. Born a Calvi- 
nift, at Sau!nur, in 1651, illiUlrious for her literature, 
rhe*Duke of Monuufier employed her upon one of 
the books named the D.'Wphin's for t'le inftriic- 
tion oi Monfeigneur, the Dauphin, d he F/orus with 
Latin notes is herhs; and her tranflations of Terence and 
Homer inlare her immortal honour. The only defedt 

* Tliis fame Hory of Cclemnus I apprehend to be a fable of Coun* 
fellor herrand’s oivn ievLUtion ; for neithej th{? name, nor the meta- 
mor;. hofe, are taken notice of among O^iu'b rvieniufabilia. Trovf^atcr. 

t d ho fe editions of the C!a.iEcs, i luppok, that are note] In ufum 

DelF/mi. Ihd, . > re » 

^ ffie 
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file had. was the too entluifiafiic adminitioii flic pro- 
fcfTcd for the authors fine tranflatcd. l.a Motte at- 
tached her with wit, auo (he aiinvered him with eru- 
dition ojily. She died at the Louvre, iii 1720. 

Fli'-ciiii r (Kfprit), ol the province 01 .\\ ipnon, born 
in 16-12. He was Bifliop of Lavaur, ..nd afterwards 
of Nifmes; a poet both in French and Latin, a hlfio- 
rian, and a prpacher ; but moll renia: kaole for his elegant 
funeral orations. His IlilJcry of VhaniofiiS was wrii ten 
for the inlliuftion of Ftunleigneur ■*. d he Luke of 
Montaufier had engaged peiions of the greatcil eru- 
dition in France to join their endeavour^ towaids per- 
fcdling his education. Flechier died in 1702. 

Fleur y (Claudius), horn in 1640, was liib -preceptor 
to the Duke of Burgundy, and Confefbr to 1 ,cvvi : X 
his Ion. He lived at Court 11 lolitude ar.d liard lludyo 
His fiftory of the ChiirLh is tee bell v/ork of rhe kmd 
that was ever wriiten ; and the preliminary diicoiiries 
are fiill more valuable tlian the hillor}’. Flide aie •pin- 
lolophic writings, but tlic hiilory is not of that llainp. 
Fie died in 1723. 

La Fontaine (Jolm), born at Chateau-l’lderri, in 
j6i 2; the moll ardefs of men. but adnv.rab'id in 
his kind, although negligent and iin-:c]uak I le was the 
only diftinguiflied man of hi-i tinu' who never fliared 
the bounty of h.ouis XIV. though he had a double claim 
to it, both on account of his genius and Uh poverty. In 
the greatefi parr of his Fables lie is infmbc'ly luperier 
to all who ever wrote before, or fince. In's time, in any 
language whatlocver. In the Faics wine!; !ie has ims 
tared from Anoito, he lias not preferved .di i.fselegant (* or 
Jus purity-, nor is he by any means fo good a })aiiner; 
an-Uhis what Boiicaudid not perc.'ive in his dillertation 
upon Joeonde, bccaufc Delcivaux did not well iinder- 
fuir.d Italian. But in Ids ilories drawn man Btjcacc, 
La f-'ontainc is mucii his fuj)( rior, having moie wit, 
elegance, and ait. Boccace lias no otiier merit but his 

fmjj'hcity, Ids jicrlpicuity, and the corredneis of his 

« 

The Daaph'n, 

language.- 
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language. He h.is perfeflecl the Italian, and La Fon- 
taine has often corrupted the French. He died in 
1695. Pupils, or at lead their preceptors, firoekl he 
warned to avoid confounding his natural beauties 
with his faniiliar, his low, his negligent, or his trivial 
manner of writing ; faults into which lie too often 
(inks. Me begins with faying to the Dauphin, ill his 
prologue, 

Kt fi de t^agrerr je n’epiporte le prlx, 

J’aurais du moms I’honncur de Tavoi.^ cntrepri:. 

ir to plcafc you, I meet with conrempr, 

Yet I'urcly there’s honour in mailing th’ attempt. 

Now I cannot conceive what honour there is in not 
beii^lg able to pleafe. The thought h as falle, as the 
cxprcilion is laulty. 

Vous chan tier, j’en fuis bien alfe, 
i'h bien, danfeiL maiiitcnant. 

You’ve and I am pleafcd with it, 

And now you may go dance. 

I law could a piiiulre apply that common proverb to 

a gralliOppcr ! 

Si j’apprenai'i 1 ‘Hebrcu, le Tcicnces, Thifloire, 

'l out sela c’cil la mer a boiie. 

To le^tn Hebrew, the feiences, blftoiy ! as Toon 
1 niighc think 1 ceuld jtip up the ka with a i'peon. 

We nuifl; confefs that Phicdrus wrote with a purity 
that had nothing of this vulgar llile in it. 

He gibier du lion ce ne font point molneaux, 

Majs beaux ct Inui' Hngliers, daims et cerfs bons el beaux. 

Un jour lur fes hauls pieds alloit je ne fais ou, 

Le heron au long lec emmanche d’un long cou j 
Et le renard, qui 3 cent tours dans fen fac, 

Etie chat, quinVii aqu’un dans fop bihac. 


Vol.L 


f 


The 
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The lion with fparrows ne'er fnilates his mart', 

But fcHils oa what ven’fon fulls under hn paw. 

One day the hern (ialkin<r forth, with a Jong beak, 

Which like a knife’s haft is joined to a long neck ; 

And lly Reynard that has many tricks in his fack, 

And the cat that has only one fliift to her back *, 

We fliould d*ffl;inguifli thefc negligences, thefe pucriK- 
tics, whicli abound in the above extracts, from the great 
beauties of this charming author, which ftill exceed in 3 
far greater number. What mul^ be the natural powers of 
natural verfe, when from this foie charm La Fontaine, 
with fuch imperfedions, has attained to a fame fo uni- 
verlal, and fo merited, witliout ever having invented 
any thing ! But then what applaufe fhould be given to 
the Eaftern writers, who were the original inventors of 
thofe entertaining fables, which are read with pleafure 
throughout this habitable globe f ! 

Fontenelle (Bernard ’Bouvier de), born at Rouen,, 
in 165S. lie may be confidered as the moll univerfal 
genius that the Age of Louis XIV. has produced. Me 
may be compared to thofe lands which are fo happily 
lituared as to be able to produce all kinds of fruits. 
Me was fcarcely twenty years old, when he wrc ’ the 
- greateil part of the tragic Opera of Bellerophon, and 
afterwards compofed the Opera of Thetis and Peleus, 
in which he emulated Qiiinault, and which met with 
great luccefs. J hat of /Eneas and Lavinia was not fo 
well received, Idle once tried his powers in Tragedy, 
and afiifted Madanroifeile Bernard in fomc of her pieces. 
FJe wrote two hiinfclf oneot W'hich was performed in 1680, 
but he never printed it. Me was a long tim*e reproaclied 

1 here is no comprehending a partial quotation, and the reader 
cannot expeft a traniktion to be more intelligible than its original. 
But the truth is, that thefe lines are unconnetted, and only feleacd 
from different pieces of La Fontaine, as examples of the fault Voltaire 
w0uld reprehend. The firft couplet is in Fable iiS ; and the lail is 
altered from two lines in Fable 182. v^herc the fox fays, 

J'ai cent rnfes an fac ; 

HHd the cat replies, * 

Je 71 ai qu^un tour dans nmi hijfac» E ran flat or* 

t The Afibian Nights, Perjian Talcs, &c. 

with 
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ivjf/i this ncgkflf but vnjaflly; for be And the good 
fenfe to difcover, that however cxtcnfive his genius 
might be, he pofTeffed not the talent tor Tragedy by which 
Peter Corneille, his uncle, was diftinguiflwd. In 1686 
he wrote the allegory of and tncyii^ by which he 
meant Rome and Geneva. This plealantry, too well 
known, joined to the Hiftory of the Oracles^ railed a 
perfeciltion againll him. He afterwards tullajned ano- 
ther, though not fo dangerous, as it was only a literary 
one, for having declared, that, in many points, the Mo- 
derns excelled the Ancients. Racing and Boileau, who, 
though they had an intereil in Fontcnclle’s afiertion, 
affefted to defpife it, excluded him from the Aca- 
demy for a long time. Tliey wrote epigrams agamfl 
him, whi( Ii he repfed to in the Imnc way, and 
they continued ever after his enemies. He wrote many 
light ^yeces, in which, however, are difccrnible that 
depth and acutenefs which difcover a man to be lupe- 
rior to his writings. In his verfes, and his Biakyues of 
the Deady the fpirit of Voiturc is difcernible, but more 
extenfivc and philolophic. His Plurality of JVorlds was 
a/i^ular work, in its kind ; and he had the wit to ren- 
der^e Oracles of Vandalia an agreeable entertainment. 
Thetlelicat'j fubjeds touched upon in this book, railed 
him up fomc violent enemies, whofe malice, however, 
he had the good lortune to efcape. He found how 
dangerous it is to be in the right, in matters where men 
in power are in the wrong. He turned his ftudies to- 
v/ard Geometry and Natural Philofophy, with the fame 
cale that he had cultivated the Belles-Lettres ; and being 
choleii perpetual Secretary to the Academy cf Sciences, 
he Jifted above forty years in this employ, with uni- 
verfal applaufe. His 'Uijlory of the ylcademy often threw 
a ftriking light upon tne moft oblcurc memoirs. He 
was the lirft who introduced elegance into the feiences j 
and if fometimes he happened to ornament them too 
much, it was becaufe his llrile refembled thole luxuriant 
harvefts, where flovv^ers fpring n a #11 rally am id 11 the 
corn J. His Hiftory of the Acatleiny cf Science:^ wmuld 

* This firaile containi a (nolt beautiful iamplc pociical vvit. Pranjl* 

f 2 have 
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have proved ar. ufcrul as it is well written; if it had bceiL 
employed in pivmr^ an aceonnt of the truths difeover- 
cd •, but it « Yplains (lie opinions that were combated 
againft e..eh otiier, t!;e greateib part of which has been 
long finer refute- h 'Hie eulogiums he fpoke upon the 
Ac'idemieians wlio died, poiltfs the fingiilar merit of 
tendering tlie iii.nces rhenifeives more refpedable, and 
their auilior iilio. in vain did the Abbe Des Fontaines, 
and othrrs of the iame elals, attempt to obfcuie his 
fame. It is the comm.on late ot great men to have def- 
picable encrnic-'. li ne pul-ldlitd, late in life, feme in- 
d-flA'ciit Comed'es, and a defence of the Vortiecs of Des 
Carteg one may pardon the frrh; on account of ins old 
ase, and cxcuie tire Litter irorn the confide ration ot the 
piep.idices of ids youtii, when leeh egune/m; had taken 
poficdion of his ndnd, in common Vvitii all the philolo- 
plieis of EuMpe. In line, he \v h regarded av the titll 
of men, for the un^ommen art ot diffudn ^ a liiflre and 
graces over Oc abliraLt Icieiices ; and he had great 
merit alfo, in ali tlie other Ivinds of iiteraorc he eng.igcd 
in. Ail fheie talents v/ere tullained bv a [ erfeef know- 
ledge in languages and hiilory, and he v/rs Ceetamd, ji>- 
perior to all the geniufes of h’s rime who poflified not 
the merit or invthtion. His lliJiG/y >:f tie ()rruit:[ which 
is only an abridgement, exccureci with dih retion and mo- 
deration, ot the great fdliory of Vandaha, drew upon him 
enemies more violent than Racine or Boikau. boiirc 
Jefu'ts, who had compiL-d the lives of tiic Saints, and 
who had the true fpir t of compilers, vvrote in their 
manner againlt the larionai opinions of Vandalia and 
Fontenclle. 'Liic plniolophcr or Paris made no reply ; 
but his friend, the learned Rainagc, a philofopher of Hol- 
land, aiifwcrcd them, and the Compilers nonlenie was r/o 
longer read. Many years after this, the Jeliiit Tellier, 
Confefibrof Louis XIV. that unhappy author of all thofe 
difputes which produced lb much evil and fo much ri- 
dicule in France, impeached Fontcndle to Louis XIV. 
as an Athehl, and produced the allegory of Mm ami 
Eneji, before mcntiofied. Marc-Rene do Paulmi, Mar- 
quis of Argenfon, then Lieutenant of the Police, and 

fincc 
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jTince Keeper of the Sea]% onanicd tli-^ prof'.' iri-n iliun 
>vas ftirred up againJl hiin ; a favour vd,’'.h i!:c p!ii!c;io- 
pher has fully acknowledged, in the eulo; iuju he pro- 
nounced upon liim in the Acadcmyol Sci' iv es 1 anec- 
dote is more curious than ail tiurt In.s h en faai by die 
Abbe Trublct about I'ontcnel!:*. lie died (.n the '29th 
of January 1757, at the age of near a liu' a 'r>i- . . 

For LIN (Claudius, CnevaI.er d'g, a C»(^U 'nioclorc in 
France, niu: Great Adniiivl to the liinp’; of Siann He 
has left fome curious memoiis, vvluch lnv(‘ been con- 
trafted, and give us an oppo'nupjty oi' judging bciween 
him and Du Gue-Trouin. 

Li A Fosse (Antony), born in ibdh Manlius is his 
bdl dramatic [)icce. Lie died in ijoA 

j-'RAGuiLii (Claudius), born at Tars in lOuo. A 
niaji verfed in literatnie, anti of a gooi faibe He has 
P'Ut ti'A rhironic ph lofophy^into tolerable Latin verfe. 
He had, b.|ier have tried to rnalcc good Iden^h verfe 
'['here are fome < xedlent ddferraiions of hi^ in the ule- 
■fiil collchnon of the Academy of Ldles^Lcttres. He 
died in lya'h 

• it ET I £ a E ( A n to n y ) , born in 16 20, fa mens for h is 
T).^nary^ and his quarrels. He died in i6S’8. 

Gacon (Francis), born at Lyons in 1667, inlcrtcd by 
Father Niceron in the catalogue 'of iliuiirious men, 
tivmgh he had no other tide to fame tiian his having 
wri'^Ten fome wretchcdi hitires. He was [liMv^.ipal compiler 
of the coiledion of thole giols jelbs intidsd, Brevets 
clc la Calote jo Such poor conceits tool: tiu'rr rife in 
iome low livcicty, who idled themldvcs Le KcMruent dis 
loi^s ct de la Calote, 'Jli'^ y may be adapted to the taiie ot 
the vulgar, but perfons ol the lead refinement mulf 
look upon them with contempt, as well as their authors, 

* We may ajj^ain perceive the llron.7 prepnilcfn^n our author had 
conceived for his native toii,jiie. Sec iL note upon the pfececlu'g ar- 
ticle of Charpkntifr. Afierfuch an iriftaiicc of the forced prejudice, 

1 do not think that he had a right to ridicule the fuperftitions of 
prietts. TrmiJJator, * 

t This title tannor be iranflatcd into intelligible Englilh, as both 
ll?e nouns ate et^uivocal. Uid, 

f o 
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who can never be quoted, except to render their example? 
odious. Gacon never wrote any thing but his fatires 
abovementioned, inverybad verfe, againit the beft authors 
of his time. Thofe who have done the fame in as bad 
profc, are even more defpifed than he. Such writers are 
not mciuioned here, except to infpire the like difguft 
againil tivafe who fliould imitate them. He died in 

1725- 

Galant (Antony), born irt Picardj^ jn 1646. He 
learned at Conitanf.inople the oriental languages, and 
tranflited a part of the Arabian Tales that are known 
under the tide of A 'Thoufand and One and among 

wTich he has inferted fome pieces of h s own, This is 
one of the books mofl: iiniverfally known in Europe, 
as being equally amufmg to all nations. He died in 

Abbe Gallois (John),* born at Paris in Jle 

was a man of general knowledge, and the jidf who un- 
dertook ihf: Journal des Savans^ in concei t vvith^ the Coun- 
fellor-Clerk Salio, who had concrived the original iilcaof 
this work. He afterw.irds might the ininilk-r'CiJlr.rt a 
little Larin, who, notwnhihmcl i:g his public ocef.'pa- 
tirns, endeavoured to Ipari- riiue to learn tlut language. 

He chiefly took his IclTons in his coach, travelling from 
Vcrfailles to Pans. 'I'liis wn ile-ughr, and pahaps 
with reafon, to have been witn a e.r-w of h s becoming 
Chancellor. It may heie be obhrud, that the two p.er- 
fons in France who weie the greattll puions of letters, 
iinderftood not a word of Latin ; Lotus XIV. and Mon- 
fietir Colbe.t. It is rcpoiicd tii.it the Abbe Gallois iifed 
10 fay, “ Mr. Colbert would fometimes behave in a-fa- 
“ mdiar manner with me, but I kept him at a diftance 
‘‘ by my own refptV.” He died in 1707, 

Gassendi (Peter), born in Provence in 1592. He 
was the reviver of |.air of Ifjiictinis’s Phyficks. He 
thought that atoms and a vacuum weie unavoidably 
pccelfary. Newton and others have lince demon ilrateti 
what Gaflendi hatf alC/med. 1 le had lefs fame that} 
IDefcartes, becaufe he was moie rational, and form- 
ed no fyllem; but he had the fame fate with Des- 

3 Cartes, , 
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Cartes, in being accufed of Atheifm. Some people con- 
cluded, that whoever admitted a vacuum, like Epicurus, 
denied aGod,aswe]l as he. Afterthismannercalumniators 
ufually argue. Gaflendi, in Provence, where they were 
not jealous of him, was called the holy while the 
envious in Paris called him the Athcifi. It is true, in- 
deed, that he was a fcepcic, and that phil^phy had 
taught him to doubt of every thing, except: floe exiftence 
of a Supreme Being. He had advanced, a long time 
before Locke, in a famous letter of his to Delcartes, 
that we are totally ignorant about the nature of the 
foul, and that God might fuperadd the faculty of think- 
’ ing to iB^itter, another eflence equally iinkno;;n, and 
continue it to all eternity. He died in 16^6. 

Gedouin, Canon of the Holy Chapel in Paris, was the 
ninhor of an excellent tranOation ot (Xiintdian, and of 
Paufamasv He had been eiKcred in the Jefuits-Gdlege 
at the agelof fifteen, but quitted it when lie arrived to 
years .of llifcretioa. He was fo pafiionate an admirer 
of the good authors of antiquity, tliat he would have us 
iQ,rgive them their religion, on account of their writings 
thVir mythology. He dilcovered in their fables 
a^'Tiatural pli’lolbphv that was admirable, and moil 
ftriking emblems of the operations of the Divinity. 
He thought that the genius of all modern nations 
was become contrabled, and that the higher poe'y and 
the nobler eloquence had difappeared in the worlej 
with the mythology of the Greeks. The poem of Mil- 
ton appeared to him to l)e a barbarous compofition, dicta- 
ted by a^'loomyand difgulling fpirit of fanaticifm, in 
which the Devil keeps conllantly howling at the Mefilah. 
He wrote four differrations upon this fubjeCt, that are 
very curious, which it has bj^pn faid will foon be pub- 
liflied. He died in 1744. A Itory has been lojd, in 
iome didionaries, that Ninon de TEnclos had granted 
him a favour, at the age of tourlcore. In fuch a cafe, 
pnethinks, it might more julcly be laid, that he had 
granted one to her. But the Itoij is*too ridiculous to infill 
upon, It w^s fhc Abbe Chateauneuif with wfipm Ninon 
* wade 
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made ah alll^rnation, cn the day that flic was exaclly 
thrtefcorc. 

Le Gendre (Lewis), born at Roiien in 1^5^, has 
v/rirten A I Bpory of Praua. To have executed iiich a 
v/ork wiih approbation, it had been nccefTary for him 
to have had the pen and the liberty of the Frefident 
De Thou<, and even then itwerdd Iiave been very diffi- 
cult (0 rendef^he firit three centujies intercRing. Me 
died in 17^3. 

Genest (Char]r.s-Chiurn.ua\ born in 1675, Almoner 
to the Duchuds ot Oilear, ,, was both a philofopher and 
a poet. His tragedy of Pendop' is Rill continual on 
tlie Rage, but it is the only iday of his that has been pre- 
fcrv'cd. 1 his piece may be ranked with a Iieap old ihcis 
that are written in a looR and profile Rile, and which 
the fituations alone carry through the rcpreirnt.if ion., 
His laborious work 0 / ik PlUof fJy cf I]cs C rtes^ 
v/ritten in ihime rather tinin in veilc, flicv.(s l)i.s pa- 
tience more than his genius; lor he had nothing com- 
mon with Lucretius, but to verhiy a philolopliy ei ro- 
ne jus in every article. Me was one of tiiof- who par- 
took of the liberality of Louis XIV. Me TiekAuji 

Abbe Girard, of the Academy. }Iis PcnoAimous 
'D'tliona.y is very uRful; it w ll jubfiR as long as our 
language, and nelp that to lubfid; ailo. Me died very 
old, in 1743. 

Gode /UT(A intony),was one of thofe that affiificc] towards 
the eRablifhment of the Freiidi Acadciry. A poet, 
on. tor, and hiRorian. Lveiy one knows tiu.t for the 
fake oi UH jeu de mots^^ Cardinal Richcdieii gave him 
the biflioprak of (R^affie for putting the haiihdu 
into veric. Mis ILcclefiojlmd jp prole wa.s more 

cR-emed tli.in his poem on the CrUnAus of the Church, 
IL cicceived himieif in imagining lie was able to c(]ual 
tnc Pdjti of Ovid : N-citficr his iubjcbt nor his genius 

** f never henrj thcilorv, but fuprore M. God^n.) w.rs p f.l n.an. 

h ,v hun a U a. tEe lUnie of ic fignihcs, A 

cor.cci:! IranJhiOf, ^ 

v/erc 
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^I're capable of it. It is a great millake to think that 
( hrill'ian floric^, cai achivt of poetry, as well as thofe of 
the FagtRS, whole mythology, as charming as talfe, ani- 
mates all nature. He died in 1672. 

GoDKFRoy (Theodore), ion to T'enis Godefroy, aPa- 
rifian, born at Geneva in 1580. He was a learned man, 
and hilloriograpner of France under Loui^,^^I. and 
J..ouis XIT. Fie was particularly exaft abcait titles 
and ceremoniaF. He died in 1649. His father Denis 
has rendered Ifis name immortal by his iinmenle labour 
in the Corpus ‘Juris Cvjihs, 

Godefrov (Denis), fon to the former, was born at 
Paris in He was nifioriographcr of France, as 

well as his fiiher, and died in 1681. All this family 
have been illuflrious in literature, 

Gotainu'E!) (John Ogic de), though born under 
Charles IX. hvcJ a long time inkier Louis XIV. and wrote 
icveral good' cpigraimg which are ftjll remembered and 
Repeated# l*Ic died in 1666. 

Gomberville LMartin), born at Paris in 1600, one 
of tke iiru Academicians. Fie wrote fame voluminous 
roma?ites’b(‘toie the mraofgood taile, and his fame con- 
jeque^tly did not long outlive him. He died in 1674. 

GoNDi(John'Francis),Cardinal de Retz, born in 161^, 
who hved a Catalinc in liis youth, and an Atticus in his 
latter years. Many paflages in his memoirs are worthy 
of Saliuftj, but the whole is not equal. He died in 
1679. 

Gourville, valct-de-chambre to the Duke of Roche- 
loucault, beAme afterwards his friend, as wGl as that of 
the Great Conde. He was at the fame time Hung in 
clhgy at Palis, and Envoy from the King in Germany. 
He was afterwards defigned to fucceed the great Col- 
bert in the miniflry. We have the memoirs of his life 
written by himfelf with great naiVetc, and in which he 
Ipcaks of his H’rth and fortune with perfecl: indifference. 
Theie are fon'iC true and curious ancedytes given in this 
Woik. • 

Le Grand (Joachim), born in Normandy in a 
pupihq Father LeCoinfe, He was the moll profoundly 
’ ' verfed 
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verfcd in hiftory, of any man of his time. He died in 
1732. 

Grecour, Canon of Tours. His poem of Philetanus 
had prodigious fuccefs. The merit of thefe kind of 
works lies chiefly in the lucky choice of the fubjeft, 
and in^he malignity of the human heart. However, 
there are fcvme good lines in this piece. The begin- 
ning of it is happy enough ; but the reft of it falls 
off. The Devil does not Tpeak there lb pleafamly 
as the author clefio-ned him 10 do*, the ftile is low, 
uniform, without dialogue, witiiout grace, without art, 
without purity of difcion, and without imagination in 
the expreffion. In ihort, it is only a fatirical hillory of the 
Bull Unigeniius in doggerel verfe, in which tlterc are 
fome lines that are entertaining enough. 

Gueret (Gabriel;, born at Paris in 1641, <known in 
his time by his ParjiaJfus Reformed^ and by his JFar of 
the Authors, He had fome tafte but his difcourfe, 
TVhetber the Empire of Elofpucnce he not greater' than that 
ifL cvCy did not piove him to poflefs much of the for- 
mer. He wrote the Journal du Palais conjointly with 
Blondeau. This Jotiryial du Palais is a collcctlbn of 
the arrets, fentences, or decrees, of the ParliairlCnts of 
France;, judgments or den rminations often different In 
fimilar cafes. Nothing can fliew how much the law wants 
reformation, as the neceftity the Judges are reduced 
to of refeiring to former decifions. He died in 
j688. 

Du Guet (James Jofephl, born in Fores in 1649, one 
of the bdl writers among the Janfenifts. His book on 
the Education of a King^ was not written for the King of 
Sardinia, as has been faid, and was finillied by another 
hand. The ftile of Du Guec is formed upon that of the 
good vvTiters of Porr-Royal. He might, as well as 
they, have rendered great fervice to letters j and three 
volumes upon twenty five chapters of Ifaiah, fuliiciently 
prove that he v’as no mifer cither of his time or pen. 
He died in 1733. 

Du GuE-l'RouiNg from a captain of a merchant-fliipv 
fcAamc lieutenant-general of the naval forces of France. 

Ik 
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He was a very great man in his profeHion, and has 
left fome memoirs behind him, written ir t!'e ftile cf a 
Ibldier, and proper to excite emulation among his 
countrymen. 

Du Halde, a Jefuit; who. though he had never 
ftirred out of Paris, and never law aChinefe, given, 
in an excrafl taken from the Memoirs of Miifion- 
aries, the molt ample and the beft defeription of the 
Empire of China that is extant. He died in 1 7/1.3. 

1 h-. infatiable curioftty that we have for an intiniate 
knowledge of the religion, the laws, and the manners of 
jtlie Chinel'e, is not yet facisfied. A citizen of Middle- 
burgh, named Ihcld^\ vvho tos very rici'. prompted 
merely by tins xuriofity, took a voyage to China, about 
' the ycui' 1700. He fpent great part of his fortune in 
informlnig himiclfof every thmg. He made himfelf lb 
perfect a inafLcr of the language, that he palled for one 
of their ovyn natives. Happily for him, the form and 
raft of iws features did not betray idm. In Ihort, he 
contrived to^grriveat the rank of a Mandarin, and tra- 
vcllej,! thpiigh aJL the provinces in this quality, and 
then r?turnea to Europe with a collection of thirty years 
oblcfvatlons, which were Iwallowed up in a fiiipwreck ^ 
and this was, perhaps, the greatelt lofs that the Re- 
public of Letters could well have lultained. 

DuJ-Jamel (John-Baptiit), of Normandy, was born 
in 1624. He was .S ecretary of the Academy of Sciences, 
I’hough a philofopher, he was alfo a theologian. Phi- 
lofophy bein^ perfeded fince his time, has deftroyed hi^ 
writings j but bis name has ftill furvived. He died 
}n 1/06. 

The Count d’ Hamilton (Antony), born at Caen. 
We have fome pretty pieces of poetry of his *, and he is 
the lirft perfon who wrote romances in a pleafing ftile, 
without finking into the burlefque of Scarron. His 
Memoirs of the Count de Gramnwnt is, of all the books 
extant, that wherein the moft trivial matters are fet olF 
in a ftile tlie moft gay, the ;iioft *liv^ly, and the moft 
agreeable. It is the njodel of a fprightiy conveiiation, 
BWe than the patter;) of a book, liis hero has hardly 

any 
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3ny other part in thclo memoirs, than that of cheating 
his friends at play, being robbed by his valet-de-chanibrc, 
or faying fome pieiended hons mots upon the adven- 
tures of others. 

Hardouin (John), a jefuit, profourid in hlftory, but 
chimerical in his opinions. ‘‘ One fhould afk,” fayv- 
Montag^?j^‘‘ not who is the weft knovv^ing, but who 

is the beft knov/ing.” Hardouin carried his whimfies 
Jb far, as to pretend that the Kncid and the Odes of 
Horace were written by f pic Monks of the thirteenth 
century. He imagmed, that by AineoA was meant 
ft efttis thrift \ and that the Miilrcfs of Ilora^e, 

was the Chriftian religion^. 

The fame kind of d'icernment wiricii made Father 
Hardouin difeover the McfTiah in the /Fneid, enabled * 
him to det( ft Atheifm in the FathersThonraflin, Qiu I'nel,. 
and Malebranchc •, in Arnold, in Nicola, and Idih al. 
His folly blunted the fting of his rage-, but all [hoie 
who rail'e the clamour o[ Arheifm nga.nlt men who pre- 
i'uinc to make life ol their reafoii, are not dca ined 
fools, and are therefore olten dangerous. We jiave 
fometimes feen men abufing the office oi‘ their mk.hlry, 
inemploying thole aims, agamfl which there is no feaehl, 
to dellroy without redemprion perfons efteemed by 
Princes, not fulnciciitly inltruftcd we are to fuppofe. 

TIlcquet, a Phyfician, in 1723, publlflied the ra- 
tional fyflcm of Trituration', an ingenious hypothcfis, 
which, however, does not explain how the cligcfLion is 
performed in the ilomacli. Other phyficians have added 
the gafcric jii'ces to it, and the heat of the vifeera. But 
none of them have been able to difeover the., real 
kcret ot Nature, which conceals itfelf throughout all its 
op('rations. 

Helvi;tius, a famous Phyfician, who has written 
extremely well upon the animal a'conomy, and on the 


* How came tins myilic Theolrgid to fix upon Lalngc, as the type 
voF the Clinftian Chin'ch, in preterence to Pyrrha, Lydia, GratiJi.a, 
'Idnduis, Glycera, (diloe, Bdrjiia, ? That infidel Horace had 
ivJdl refies enouyli for all the religions that Alexander Rjfs has 
vu Line [ uted. 7 rauftatir, 

I fever. 
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i'evor. lie died about the year 1730. He was the Li- 
fher of a true philolbpher, who rcfioned his poll of 
Farmer-Gener.il to be at leifure to cultivate literature, 
and who flsared the cominou fate of many philofophers ; 
that of bedng perie-'oted lor a book, and for his virtue'^'. 

Hen AULT, known by the fonnet of f/ae A)ortiVt\ as 
well as by other ingenious pieces^ and who wo^ild have 
ob ained great repuiation, if the hrlt three of his 

tr inflation of Lncrctiis^ wlv-cli were loll, had been p;e- 
ferved, and had be-n written as well as what rcmaiiis of 
it. He died in 1682. 

Pofteriry Ibould be cautioned not to confound this 
man with a perfon of the fime name, but of fuperior 
meric, to wliom we are indebted for the moll concife 
and the bell hillory of France v/e have; and perhaps his 
^ the only manner in which all large hiftories Ibould be 
(written.* For dvMr.ult pli. ity^of fa.fls, and of writings, 
arc becontc lb numerous, that we mult be obliged loon to 
reduce tlict^a to extracts and to dictionaries. But ic will 
be dilBeh’.lt to imitate the auth.or of T/v Cl'ro-.irAogical 
Abridgment, ^■:xT\a to invefligate ib many things, in 
ap|i^arirLg only-i^kim them over. 

' Hinault, Ib'efd-uic of the Inquefls of the Parlia- 
mtifT, Superintendant of the (^icenls Houlchold, and a 
Member of the Fo nch Academy, was horn at Pans, 
about the year 1686. We have already ipoken of his 
iifeful book of the abridgeturnt c^f the hillory of h ranee. 
The laborious refearches which Inch a work muft have 
engaged him in, did not prevent his facrificing to the 
Graces; and he was one of the few men of learning who 
joined to the pains of lliuly the ta'ents requdite for locial 
Jile,’ wl'iich arc not to be arquircd. He was in hillory, 
what Fontenelle was in plnloioj)hy; he rendered it fa- 
miliar. We have, theretore, rendered to him, as well 
as to Fontenelle, jtillice during his liref. 

Herellot (Bartholomew’}, born at Paris, in 1625; 
the flrlt among the French wlio was (killed iii the oriental 

* He died in 1771, in the 57tK ye.n oGiis*age. TrarAatir. _ 

t M. Voltaire feems to have forgot himfelf her'’, for ha menfons 
Fonteneilc’s death, at the ejtd of his enconiiuni: Mort en Aid. 
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languages and hiftories. He was taken little notice of, 
at firft, in his own country-, but being received by the 
Great Duke of Tufcany, Ferdinand II. with a diftinc- 
tion that taught France to know his merit, he was in- 
vited back, and encouraged by Colbert, who was indeed 
an univerlal patron. H\s Oriental Library is a work as 
curious as profound. He died in 1695. 

HeriJ^iI'.v^ (Godfrey), born at Bcaiivois, in 1617. 
Fie wrote nothing but polemical works, which died 
away along with the difpute. He died in 1690. 

H ERM ANT (John), author of -2 he Hift:ry of the Councils^ 
of Lhe Religious Orders, and of "I he Herefies of the Churchy 
This laft, the Hiflory of Flercfies, is not fo well written 
as that of Mr. Pluquet. 

La Hire (Philip), born at Paris, in 1640, the fon of 
a good painter. He was a great Mathematician, ai^ 
contributed much to the famous Meridian of, France' 
He died in 1718. 

L’Hospital (Francis Marquis de) born in 1667 t 
He was the firft who wrote in France on the calculations 
invented by Newton, which he ftiled Infniitefmals, the 
infinite fries. This was at that time, a prodigy* r Fie 
died in 1704. ^ ^ , 

D’Hosier (Peter), born at Marfeilles, in »^the 
fon of a Lawyer. He was the firfl who unravelled 
genealogies, and reduced them to a fcience. Louis XIII. 
made him Gentleman-Servant, Maicre d’FIotel, and 
Gentleman in Ordinary of his Bedchamber. Louis XIV. 
gave him a commifiion of Counfellor of State. In truth, 
great men have been often Id's rewarded. F’heir labours 
were not fo necelTary to human vanity. "He died in 
1660. 

Des Houlieres (Antoniette de la Garde) was, of 
all the women in France who addicted themfelves to 
poetry, the one who fuceeded the beft, if we may judge 
by the fuperior number of her verfes which has been pre- 
ferved. It is a pity that fhe was author of the ill-natured 
fonnet againft the admirable Pheedra of RaLine. This 
piece was well received by jthe public, only becaufe it 
Was faciricaL Is it not enough for women to be jealous 

in 
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in love? Mufl they be fo, likewife, in literature? An 
envious female relembles Medufa a beautiful woman 
turned to a monfter. She died in 1694. 

Huet (Petcr-Daniel), born at Caen, in i6jo. A 
man of univerfal Icnowledge, and who preferved the 
fame ardour for ftudy to the age of ninety-one. He 
was firft invited to Stockholm by Chriltina, Queen of 
Sweden, and was afterwards feieded among iliuf- 
trioiis men to whom the education of the iTruphin was 
intrufted. Never had Prince Inch excellent preceptors, 
Huct became a Prieft at forty yeat:s of age, and was 
promoted to the Bilhopric of Avranches ; which he after- 
wards refigned, that he might retire from the world, and 
delit^er himfelf up wholly to his ftudies in his retreat. 

Of all his works, Commerce and Navigation of ihe 
^ncientSy and Origin of Romances^ are molt efteem- 
Tpd. ^ His T' reatife on the JVeaknefs of the human Soul, made 
great noife, and feemed to contradiitt his Evangelical 
Bmonftiatm. He d ied in 1721. 

^ jACQtfELpT (Ifaac), born in Champagne, in 1647, a 
Calvinilt, 'Minilter at the Hague, and afterwards ac 
Berlin. He Vipte feme works upon religion. He 
died^r^68. ^ 

(Guy), Counfellor to the Chkelet, and Secre- 
tary to Cardinal de Retz. He has left us his Memoirs, 
which are, compared with thofe of the Cardinal, what 
the Man is to the Matter. But he had fome curious 
particularities in his charaiter. 

JouvENc^ (Jofeph), ajefuit, born at Paris, in 164.3. 
He was one who had the obfeure merit of being able 
to wr.te in •Latin as well as it is polTible to da in 
modern times. His book intitled De Raticne DfcerJi ^ 
Docenit^ Of the Method of Learning and Leaching, is one 
of the beft that we have of this kind, fince Qiiintilian, 
andtheleaft known. He publiflied at Rome, in 1710, 
apart of the hdtory of his own Order. He wrote like 
a Jefuit,. ana like a man who had been at Rome. 


* M. Voltaire adds Scylla to the comfarifon, but one image if 
fatoagh for a fimile. Lranjlattr* 

^ • The 
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The Parliament of Paris, which thought quite diffe- 
rently both of Rome and of the Jefuits, condemned 
his book, in which Father Giiignard was juliified, wh'^ 
had been condemned to be hanged by this Parlia- 
ment, for the aflaflination attempted on the perfon of 
Henry IV. by the novice Charel. 

It is very true that Guignard was not an accomplice, 
and tlia^J'ii^fentence was cxtendedjo the rigour oftheLiw ; 
but it is not lefs true, that this rigour was nccefiary io 
thofc unhappy times, when one pare or Europe, blii^ Jed 
by a horrid tanaticifir, confidered it as a pious aft to poig- 
nard the belt of kings and the belt of men. lie died 
in 1716. 

Labbe (Philip), born at Bo urges, in 1607. A Jefuir. ’ 
He has rendered great fervices to hiftory. He left be- 
hind him leventyftix works \ He died in 1607. y '■ 

La Labourhur (John), born at IVlontmorencr, ii'. 
1623. He was Gentleman-Servant to Louis XlVh and'\ 
afterwards ills Almoner. Hs account oL'tlie journey 
he took to Poland, with the l\!.u\:hicnels de 
Guebriant, the only v/oman who Jiad cverjiorc die title, 
or performed the functions, of Anib Vlad rt'fs-Pleeiipo- 
tentiary, is very cinious. 'Lhe hiiloricai' 
tarics with which he has enriched the Mteuoirs of' C.vf- 
telnau, have thrown great light on the hiLory of France. 

The bad poem of Charlemagne was not Ids, but his 
brother’s. He died in 1675. 

Laine, or Lainez (Alexander), born in, IJainault ; 
in 1650. A fingular poet, from whofe w'orks a leleftion 
has been made of fo'me good verfes. A certain 
pepfon who has given himfdf the trouble o'derefting, at 
avaft expence, a ParnalTus made of braft, covered with 
figures in relief of all the poets and muficians he had ever 
heard ot, has placed this Laine in the moft illuftrious 
clafs. 

• T le following name (liou’d Lavj been given him as a ccgriomen, 
Le Lab iHreur, ST raojlator. 


The 
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The only galant lines that we have of his, are thoft 
he addfclTcd to Madame de Martel: 


Le tendre Apcile un jour dans ces jeux fi vantes 
Qu’ Athcnes fur fes bords confacraii a NcptunCi 
Vic au fortir de Tonde cclater cent beautes; 

Et prenant un trait de ch.rune, 

II fie de la Venus Ic portrait immortel. 

HelasI s’il avait vuEadorable Martel, 

II n’en aurait employe qu’unc. 

On the Athenian (liore Apelles llood, 

7'o mark the beauties rifing from the flood j 
'From each a g'- ce or feature flily ftole, 

To paint a peifed V* nus from the wiiole. 

But had Martel been there, his pains were lefs, 
Her form alone might feric him to exprefs 
Thofc charms which in a hundred fair he found, 
T 0 draw that portrait erfl fo much renownM *, 


^One canT>y Ijc certain, whether thefe lines may not be 
a on this pretty ddlich of Ariollo : 


Noi/ awa da torre altra ; chc coflei 
Che tute<» j^cllezze crano in Lei. 

IjTTTiuld no other chufc ; in her alone, 
The beauties of her fex united ihoae* 


He died in the year 1710* 

Lainet, or Lenet (Peter), Counfellor of State, a 
native of Dijon, and attached to the Great Conde, has 
left us fame memoirs on the Civil Wars. All the 
memoirs of that time are cleared up and jutlific’d by one 
another. Tlicy place the truth ot that hiiioty in open 
view. Thole of Lainet have one very lingular anecdote 
in theiij. 

A Lady of quality or Franchr-Comtef, being eight 
months gone with c-'uid, when '-C' '-iilband had bc:n above 
a year ablent, ieaimghi Ihould kill her, appda’ u^Laine 
Without knovvim^ him. He conlultcu the Spanilli Am- 
ballador, and they both agreed that there wa.b no way 

• 

* The famous pidurc called the Jnadjornatts of Veftus uflng from 
the fca. TranjlatHr. , 

t 'I he province of Burgundy, llid, 

VOL. I. g 
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but to clap the huPoancl up into the EafHlIe, until the 
wife %Lis hiirly biouf^ht- lo-bccl. I'hcy then made ap- 
plication to tlie Queuv, and the King, in a good humour, 
brew up and fpincd the i.ettre lic Ca het himlelf. 
Having thus laved thc-lih: ot the woMiari and the child, 
he aftem^^'ds made an apology to the hufl)and, and 
made iiina^prcilnt at the fame time. 

La w'n v.KT : Annn- 7 'iierehi of Aiarguenat de Courccl,h's, 
Marchioneis oi ), bern in id}./. She was a womad or 
a great iliare of v/lt, and has kdt bcliind her lomc* ’horal 
wi icing, s, in an agR'cabh' itile. Her 'fiyaiije on } netid^ 
jhip flicvvs t]\at flic hcrfcdt dcier ’cd friends. 

The number of liiuflrious Vvomcn who ornamented tin’s 
charming mra, is one great jiroot of ihe progreis of Eg: 
human undstilanding. 

\ q f'Onne Ton vonulein ccci. Iloieza / 

Di cialcnu’ aitc ovu luinno goiio ciira. Ariofljn g, 

The v.omci] then weic f.ui.cJ For cinlnence 
In all thcle th.y had made their cdie. 

She died at Karis, in 1733. ' 

Lami (Bernard;, born at Mans, in 1640. 
of the Oratory^ ai.d learned in more fciences tlian one. 
l ie cornpolcd ins r em^rA^ of Mathemaiics^ in a journey 
he msdc on foot irom Grenoble to Paris, lic died in 
1715. 

Lancf-LOT (Claudi’rO, born at Paris, in i6iy. He 
had a flnue in lomc uieful works that the dol''uircs ^ of 
.Port-Royal compo/Ri for tiie eduLation of youth. He 
died in 1015. 

Dr Lark tY FlLiac^, born in Normandy, pi 1638'. 
His //g/wgR/iLg h-of was in eib cm bv.fore Rapm dc 
Thoiras pnlliflicO one • but his ILjlory rf Laiis 
never was in any ivpuT lie dird at I'erlm, in 1719. 

Laur'A! ( Preun: boici a- nng'-Ts, in i6ic A Civi- 
lian, and a man of h'tters. I Je was the iitfe who taught 
the f rcndi law in. Paris. lie died in 1693. 

A ceriOi^iM.ciii'-n <A CA-ns i.f O’n IC-tn- of A!c..iir.^r. We arc to 
fijpivyfc tlvi • vv/io .1 rcii.-ii i; , jC.Lji'-'. ! n ihc f.tr'ic nr.ii:?, iiihituted 
u\ Jjy .jc i d nu'fut'^r, \ 

li.m, 
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Laukoy (John), born In Normandy, in 1603. He 
was a Dod'or of Divinity; a learned, a laborious, and a 
bold critic, lie icfuted a yieat many vulyar errors, 
and erjrrcially about the h'ainr^ whole exilicnee he 
denied \ It is rey/)rled ihat a Curate of St. Eulbu'hius 
faid once, 1 abvays pay him the moil profound re- 
“ fpcfl, Icdl he OKoiild (cdvC my St. EuilaNrius from 
me.” 1 !e died in 1(78. 

jl^u:l^ERT. (Kiifjbius), born at Paris, in 1C59. An 
adv(Vaic. No ir.c.n ever dived deeper into t!ie feirnre 
and eViyin oi' tlie Lawr,. It was lie lluu proieCicd the plan 
of mcicnupi coileci ion of all tire (;rdonnanccs, J udgments, 
' or Decrees; wlficli was an immtnN work, and iignalized 
die rei[_^n of Louis XIV. it is a monument of the in- 
JlbflaiiCyot human affairs. A Ifdtory of ordonminccs 
buF a Uiltorv of viciOitudes. Lm d cd in 1728. 

/ Lr. L Joan), born at ( Geneva, in 1^57, but 
ojpirfginalbyim E'-arnois. IN wa.s not the only iea:ned 
/fnan of llsl'annly, bur he w.is r!ie mod io. His LN- 
v/liich Ire im'LUed rhe Rcr.ibiu cf 
of; ^lyii. jiis bell; woik. Mis ppeated merit 
i^^0 tficre a[)proached to Ikiyle, witli whom he 
had dilputes. Me was a moie voluminous 
author than that great man; but lie was not, like him, 
jnalbrofthc ate or iinb acting ar.d enici t.nnm.g at the 
fame time, which ii a rah nt iupeiio-r to fcienee, Me 
died at Amderd'im in 

Li I'vi LRY..(.Nieh'dab, born at .Ro’irn, in L45, v/.i 5 
tlie fifd^dlyour raiional cliyrniiL, and the In If who pu- 
bliLe(\ an UmveijJ hie died in 1715 

Li:krA.?'rr ( Jame 0, born in lleaulfe, 1111661. ;\ CaL 
vinid (fivine at Eerim. i ie c.>!Ufibined more tlian any 
lUher i^'riter, to e : end the gra' ;w anU li.c foice oi the 
f rench Lmsuiage to die vo ig exuv.mties oi (oirmany. 
His //yAo V of ibj C'.ir.L’l cj wclbO. .coe. 11:) and 

welL^vntien, will re uain to die Lued polengc, a wit- 

• 

^ I iFpporf it mii'l be *"•/'. • v h n'c. In tl.c (;i:rvl.ry 'af 

LiUrceribrs, iliat is here inca it. O/.r^rho/'. 

* r 2 tie!.s 
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nefs both of the good and evil that may refult from thcfe 
great aflcmblit^s; and that even from the bofom of 
padlons, of fclf-interell, and of cruelty itfelf, good 
laws may proceed. He died in 1692. 

Des Lions (John"', born at Poncoif*, in 1615. Lie 
wns a Do 61 or of the Sorbonne, a Ongiilar character, and 
author of-^iany polemical works. He attempted to 
prove that the celebration of the birth-days of Kinoes 
was a profanation, and that tiic world would foon.!oc 
at an end. He died in 1700. 

He L’Isle (William), born at Paris, in 1675. ^ He 
reformed Geography, which rill then had bicn falfe and 
imperfed. He changed the whole polition of our hemi- 
fphere in longitude. He taught Louis XV. goography^ 
and n<“ver had abetter fcholar. Tins Monarch, aft 
the death of his mailer, compofed a treatift; on the,. 
coLirfe of the rivers. William tie L’Jlle wasahe^ hrft whoh 
obtained the title of the King’s GeographejA*^ He died 
in 1726. 1- ■ N 

Le Long (James), born ‘at Paris, in, 1^5;,', of rbf 
Oratory. His I lift or i cal Library of^ vL in aC 
reqnelL and extremely ufcful •, though it'XTtrs 
faults. He died in 1721. '-'e ' ^ 

LoNGfcpiERRE (Hilary-Bcrnard Baron of) born in 
Burgundy, in 1638. He was nsaller of all the beauties 
of the Greek language, v>hich was a very rare merit in 
thofc times, lie nunle forne trandations in verfe of 
Anacreon^ Sap'pbo^ dsA Mofebus. 1 1 is Tragedy of 
Mcdea^ although uncvqual, and too much Iguied' with 
declamation, is, however, much fuperiof to tl at of 
Peter Corneille. — But then the Medea of Corneille was 
not among his bed perfo- mances. V 

Loiy,piure wrote fevcral other Tragedies af er the 
manner of the Grc.k poets, and has mutated .tl'iem in 
nor compiicaring any love-dillrefles with his fubjefts of 
fevU'iuty and terror •, but then he has alfo imitated them 
in tlieif prolixity, their common j'Tcc UecLmation, and 
in the barren nef^ df the -plot and action, and by no 
nie.ms (quals the beauty of their elociuion, which 
is die gicaicll merit of a poet, ric alfo cumpof.d fomc ^ 

ocher ' 
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other Trac;edies in the Grecian tafte •, but he bronglit 
only Medea and FJctlra on the Itage. He died in 1727. 

Longue RUE (Louis du Fourdc), born at Charleville, 
in 1652. Abbe cf Jard. He was fl<illed not only in 
the learned languages, but in all thole fpoken in Eu- 
rope. To pick up a iinattering’of many languages, may 
be' done with a little pains in a few years but to fpeak 

f native tongue with purity and eloquence, is the 
of a life. He was mailer of un'verlal hiftory ; 
is pretended that he compofed, by the ftrength 
mory alone, the hiftorical and geographical de- 
on of France ancient and modern. He died 
about the year 1724. 

)’Lo>;buEVAL (James), born in 1681. A Jefift. He 
.^ompiled. eight volumes of the Hiftory ot the Gallicm 
i^vJhurclg^^^hyh was continued by Father Fontenay. He 
in 

f I^ouc’J'^(Simon dc la), born at Toulonfe, in 1642, 
lent u^*Siaqi in 1677. He wrote memoirs of tiiat 
jimeh preferable to his odes and 
f d cel in 1729. 

^ 4 ^AniLi.o?j (John), born in Champagne, in i6j2. A 
Beneditbn. It 'w^as he who having the charge of lliewing 
the trealure of St. Denis, demanded to be oilmiircd from 
that employ, Becaufe he <\\d not tivnk it was proper 
to mix a fable with truth.’’ He has made profound 
refearches in literature. Colbert employed him todii- 
cu Is ificTa'^ient titles. lie died m 1 707. 

M/(iGNAN*(Emanucl), born at 'louloufc, in i6oi. A 
Minini He was one of ihofe who taught thcnifclves 
the Mithematics w.iliout a maftcr. He was a Proteffoi 
of thaf fcience at Rome, where there has eve r fincc been 
a Ficnch Minim an clUibliihcd Pruieftbr. He died at 

Toulonfe, in 1677. . tt r 

Maillet, Con'ul at Grand Cairo. He wrote Jorne 
inftrudlive letters about Egypt, and ^fome maninCi ipt 
works which fliew him to be a bold philoloplv 1. 

Maimbourg (Louis), a Jekiit, born in 1610. * ere 

-*ftlll remain fome of his hiftories, which we cannot read 
A p II dcular Order of Friars. TravjUtor, ^ 

i g 3 
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w’tliour pKafure. ilchau, at firll, too mu.'h vogue, 
anO has been too much ncglcdcd fincc. A fingular 
tiiing hap.pen^i to him : lie was obliged to quit the So- 
ciety of Jefui'.s, on aecount of his having written in fa* 
vour of the 1‘i'Cuch Clergy. lie died at dt. Vidoi’s, in 
j 686 . • . 

Mainard (Cra!!cis,\ Preddent of Auiili c, was boin 
at Toiilouie, in He may l)c reclonud ai<;‘Oi)'’- 

t;l;ofe who have dv.*ne honour to the Age of Louis AlV, 
Lie has left us a eonfideiable number of happy, Verles 
written with purity. He was one ot thole adfhors 
who complained tlie 1 'mcivll otthe poor pitraiice which is 
too generally the portion of lalenrs. l ie wes igiKnaii'. 
that the fuccefs of a good work is the only rev\arl ihcU^"''s 
worthy the conlkleration of an aitift ; tinit if King, ai ; 
Miniiiers would do themlelves honour by^j'e^ hrqKiifihg 
a merit of this kind, there is ilill more fv. h/Hir jn 
client to wait for thefe favours, witlioily \:maridii)g^ 
them; and that if an eminent autiior have an 

anxiety about fortune, he ought toj-Tpog foleC 
himfelf , 

Nothing is better known than his beautiful fonr/f' 
Cardinal Richelieu, and that uncoutii anNer of the Mi- 
nifer, that ciuel word, Ncilnng, The frdident Mai- 
nard, having afterwards retired to Aui iliac, wrote theic 
verles to him, which delerve to be remembered as mucii 
as h:s Ion net. 


Far votre Fiiun-'iir le monde cit gouverne^ 
V(\s \olo)itC5 knt Ic falmc ct ForagL-, 
vou, ricz dc RW voir confir-t 
Lr'’i dc ];i cour daiib men petir menage : 
Aia!.-;, iiVal cc non vji;e d’etre tout a ioi, 
i3e II ’avoir point le Firdeau d’nn emploi, 
doinpic la cialnte et FcTpcrancc ^ 
.-^h ! ii le Cie!, qui me traite fi bien, 

Avaa pitie de vous ct dc la Fr.mce, 

Votic bouheur Icrait egal au mien, 

n'o yon; caoricclhc padlve world fubmits, 
tj n> <15 rial^c :i culm, by fits ; 

I'O.j’e 'o ice inj baniibed to this Ipot, 

• ! ihina n:c aaecchtd io my lot. 
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Uat X it nnn:-lu onr freedom to enjoy, 

K>.e,nj)t fioiii , lioin hniiy, Oi en)p1o*y ? 
I'Vom i.opcs .in I <..;i ; a ri Id.'hu*- toolunm, 

Am! oive up pli., i:: *, to li'* fico iioin p.iin ? 

(At I r.. nee ami toui'ijould Henvmi impartial fliine;, 
1 uU! o..n c< udiiiuu then WLiiid r^piil mine, 


After tl'ic (Lot!: oi the C.irdinrJ, lie laid, i;! aivdluT 
vcrlV, ‘‘ d’hc lyrtAit is dcatl, and ytt 1 .im not c it i| ’py.” 
^][fvVl;c CaiAinai had ocen liI'craK the Min ftrr would have 
btVit a cicii/ to hnn. jJeto:. Dcus ilk, Mai'iltd ' Hut Lc 
\\A a tyrant, hccniifc be gave him jnthim;. '1 iiis too 
ini/li roiuniblcs bcugars, wi-o aocoll: paiiciigcrs v/iili 
the: title of J.ij Lerdj but lend them to the Dcvdl if they 
give no alms. 

*. d'’:%c verLt of IVlainard Vvorc ccitr.r.ly ^ hut he 
ifati dpne better to have paif d ni'i Me Vvorlicnt begeing 
or gi^*♦^biing. 'i'hc cp]t:K)[i lie framed lOi Imideil, is 
m i vei' rvfm'a 

dV'dmT'T "t cc p:ni’'d.»," 

■ I "ilc'i, ur. ui.UiU), rt un {(jTtJ 

d-4cil lo. mJs Li ’•;: rt, 

le dulrjr rd lacimmi.c, 

dynuictl with hope, tired with compla.nlng 
V/i Into, the mule, or men in power. 

In il.i:, foilmn reueet rcm.uriny^, 
rior wi'u hor drca'l t niy la I hour. 

TfiA tvepMaO. lines are only a tranilation ot this old 
LdTia Indc : 

Sumnuim nec inctu:o diem, ncc optes, 

Kur wlHi nor fear the ]:our ot death. 

The greatefc jvnt of muty fine moral verics arc but 
tranflutions. It i'l connu' : ejanigh not to defire death ^ 
and it is uncommon not to te:ir ic ; but it is tiuly g’'(at 
not even to think whetlier there ar^;! great people in the 
world or no, 

M A INTENON fl-j-ances d’ Aubigne, Sc^rron, My- 
chionefs of). Slic is un author, as well as Madant' de 
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Sevignc, bccjufe they have pubJifhed her letters after 
her death. Both thele colJedions are written with a good 
fliare ol f, irit, but in a very different ftiit?. The heart 
and the ini ginat'on didaied thofe of Madame de Se- 
vigne ; they have therefore more chearfulncfs and free- 
dom in fhem. The»fe of Mad me de Maintenon are 
more conflriKn It feems as if Ihe bad alw ys fore- ♦ 
leen that thev v.oi Id one day appear in print. Madai,;;,* 
de Sevigne, in -vricmg to her daughter, wrote only 
her daughter. 

There are anecdotes in both of them. One Ict^rns 
from ihofe of Mada.rc d* Maintenon, that fhe l,ad 
married Lous X V. tnai Ir tnfl'ienced affairs of 
Late, but did not d •, , hat ihe liid not, urge. 

the revocation of t:u IviiCi o f' ntes, or ir.s conftq^r-r- 
ces, but that fne d'd not in the lea It that 

fhe took part w tf the Molinifls, bw taule XIV. 
had done fo, and t: t afterwards Ihe ^ttachcd^ aelf in- 
tirely to that part) that Louis XIV. towara,^! ‘ latter 
part of his life carried rehnues about hinf^'\.^fi nia;, ' 
other equai’y uninterellmg particular^,- 

due the inio! iiuuiuiis that may be gathered from 
colieclion, a.e too dearly purchafed at the cxpence of 
leading a heap of infignilkant letters that are con- 
tained in it j a defed: very common in fuch com- 
pilations. If iK^rhi ,g was publilhed, but what was 
we s thy of being read, we fliould have a hundred times 
fewer books than we have. She died at Sf.T^o in 

A perfon, whofe name is La Baumelle, and lyho 
was a School-mailer at Geneva, has publiihed Lme 
Memoirs of Madame de Maintenon Itulicd with faL 
fu:es. ^ 

Malebx/.vChe (Nicholas), born at Paris, in 
of the Oj.Koiy. He was 4 man ol the profoundell me- 
ditation iliat CA^er wrote, /inimared with that ftrong 
imagiiation which' makes more difciples than 'the 
truth, he formed a parry in his time. He had his Male^ 
tramhifis. He molt convincingly .proved the errors of 
the f^nfes and of the imagination j but when he at- 
tempted 
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tempted to inveftigate the nature of the foul, he funk in 
that abyfs, with the reft of ftich Metaphyncai Phi- 
lofophers. He was, like Dclcartes, a great man, 
from whom we can learn but little. He died in 1715*. 

Malezieux (Nicholas), born at Pans, in 1650. 
^bc Elements of Geometry of the Duke of Bur^uyidj^ were 
a collection of the left u res he gave that Prince. He 
a reputation from his profound literature. 

, iDuchels of Maine made his fortune. He died 

M ALLEY! LLE (Claudius dc), onc of thefirft Acidemi- 
ciijis. The fingle fonnet of La Belle Mati/jcufe, or, 
^he fair early Rrfer^ rendered him famous in his days. 
The fong is quite forgotten long fince-, but the Excel- 
every kind was then as rare, as it is becoma 
comrjf'^ atpreftnt. Pie died in 164.7. 

De pS’IAca (Peter), born in 1594. Being a widow- 

C hutch, 
His 
cjlbood, 

TMaroi les (Michacd;, born in Tourainc, in 1600, 
ion to the famou^' Claudius Marodes, Captain of the 
Plundred-S.vds troop, diftii^guifnc ^ by his duel at the 
head of the army of Henry IV. wnih Marivaux. This 
Michael, Abbe dc Villrloin, wrote fixty-nine works ; 
among which were a great many fannaiions, that were 


iditain* ( 
ijSr, ID 
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time. Hedied in 168 1 . 

Nicholas), born at Palis, in 1641. He 
a CommilTiary of the Chateler. He wrote a work 
h related to his own province, /I Ilifon' oj tie 
Police. It is or no ufe out to tiie Panfians, and bet- 
teil to conlult than to read. M wa'^ rc-ai ced ;\ith a 
ftipaui upon the p’'ohts of the Pdi' atrc where they 
never performed ; and they might as well have given 
the Adors a pen non on the Round Houfe. 

Du Marsais. Nobody knew Ivrtrerthan himfelfthe 
Metaphyfics of Grammar; and nobody ever more deeply 


» He 
M-itter, 


e faid, upon reading Berkley's book .'igainll the Exigence of 
4 “ Behold a PtulcPopher moic extravagant dun iwjkV.fl ran. 
2 invef. 
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invrfli;''’fe(l i!ie elrin.’ii's of lan2!;;i.'’C". Hi'? book on 

^ 1 - k > 

^IrOj^:s IS [j.romc hifc;yL!/ nea fl'ry'K aivl all ihaC he has 
wri ten i { oh ihc luhjvd of C'lr.iT 'nar c:cfervcs to be 
I Old. i'lv. re are, in the «^reat ifidionary called the 
ah many articles taken troar. Iihh jia: are vere 
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VH.'.. !e-";i-kir dano-i of Sr. (jencvieva', nown 

i\. i IfiSc^ r.vHj vfull wrn/cn. i 1; tK J :n S. a--]-. 

ef; ca'i (haoh'n;, l-o. n in*i 1 4 ,.h> ll'.e 

full ; ii ; ever . a'.e <i ^'■lerdble y’o.e n .C'd ai^O'^5 'v v’lryjd 
I?o.rae, Cv-:. I ki' eahrir:i(h v- ]) e.('^.fy:verd 

.hicce[>ii;i’y ti i.ufiHci in voile. It v rec Iv'teiuid'df' 
tv; ye.aeh beh e,ea!u.. ibr the per; -^e. d'ii ^ diberc^uv. 
or tile i ys is an alieejil HiiLaoj v.u' bie ooilacie. 
iae (' 1 hi . ;h. 

ibe.'v ta.(. (Jwleef', o; bteh’s, bori in 
I .L k as .uib 1 t I’e’d , ''*e! ..j'.er ' r ''ds or A'^' n. 

] ''5 1 c a.i.H ScHew-s or y h ;evi h vf iaiHC od 

b (e^ oi llklet j bet, at ; la Vnt, tliev Oi 1,'rj.ei v' ., to 
:h ‘ 'f he\v e;er:t a n rn li feet v/rs. lh‘ h'ld iii i/tyj- 
Massi'sev'. 1 ['te,Le''e, ei . 6r y, oithtpra- 

toiy. Ik' v/.ao Lihe'e td' Cle .e >er. 1 1 - tier p.vyhhcr 
taIio uiidedleod the v-oiid the bclk ids iLle'|.vas 
r’lcre jlornitlun that or doerJai iie, end jne^re aeree- 
abi: ^ and liis eloquence breathed ilie Couuhei, the 
A^’..d.;r;ie;an, iiml tiic r.eiu ot knle. liis pidlccophy, 
Ixiki 's, vxi-s of l!'C ntodn ite and tolcraiing call. I'k 
died in 17*10. 

7'’:e rcf.i”>- m.jtl yoris zx Lie f nlc cf dib yalT^ec biniidlh fur I 
varuu An-k in 1 

c ]\Jau 
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Maucroix (Franci';), br/ni at Noyon, in An 

iliitorian, a Fott, and well VviTcd in litci'aiiiic. He 
died in 1708, 

Menage ("Giles), of Angers, boin in rIi g [leiia^ 
proved that it is much eafier to write vrrle in iralMii thai) 
in Ficnih. IT’S Italian po.nri are cil'irivwi, even in 
Italy; and our own langua^^e is iniiA!. (Jjii;y d to his 
|t]irqui(itioris. He was a im.n ('f k'tov/'eeige m various 
Jc.^^ehes of learning. FIc died in iSn:. lai Mon- 
''oye iiTis much augmented and cori\..led the AiU/aw- 

f Menetrikr (Claudiiis-brancus), born in id.;[, lu’S 
adbrdcd great allKiaiice to die 1« ic.ice of Hcrrdrl.y, of 
^Fa, plilcmr, and Devices. He died iii 170 w 

(John), born m Berry, in 1017. He wrs one 
of J|y!e who wcie well ikillcd in SuryvTy, and ilhif- 
tratec'piiC knovdet'ge of it by Irs w.'Aingw He has letc I 
us idvcial ulcfiil obiervations, and dird in iyz\ 

f Francis), born at Aq enrin, in Normandy, 
Jn iOp'. His liiftory of Firuicj \s wel! known, l>uc Ins 
^thgg. works not much, lie was deyriyed ot Ins 
J^icnlion for having fpoken truth. In ins wiitings he 
was more bold than exaft, and his ildo was unequal. 
He died in 16S3. 

Mimeures (the Marquis do ), AN;;/;; -j- to Mon- 
feigneur, ion of Louis XIV. Sonic pi 'Ces ol poetry ol 
his compolit'.oii are not imerior to t:n:f: oi Racan or 
:{^Mainard. But as thofe authors appeared eta 
, imeVijeu good poeny was a rm ty, and the ^Marquis 
I f Mimemes lived in an agw* w’ewi it Itad reached per- 
i Nlion, they acq ;iicd laivij, wink he was i.ardly uoke.i 

A collcdion of liii Sayings, Opinion?, C:r. pubhliied un'icr^K-it 
title, taken bon^ hia name. A.m&ny the lingukmii:'-. vi thia per.on’* 
chirader, the fo'lcwino uliim w:is not t.'u le.Cl rcmirkahle. As foim 
ns any piece of Ms wk- puuliihal, ne i; to the prefs with 

an anonymous aidcifm, p-ove chJC tie autaor h^d not one rcquifite 
cl a i*cet in nny ol hui w itings, <if'd nc wrote all his poems 
i.iviid Mlnet vn, by the mere dun cf ’labour, wit'.ioiu genius- What a 
caprice ! Tranjl liter, ^ • 

f A m in ot qualify particularly attsch^d LO the i/ainmn, was fo 
called under Louis XI Y. ib:d^ 


notice 
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notice of. Howev-er, his Ode to Venus ^ imitated from 
Horace, is not unworthy ol the original. 

Le Moine (Peter), a Jefuir, born in 1602. 

Eafy Idrcotirn hvo ridiculous; but he might 

have railed himlclf into fame by his LowfiaJ, He had 
a vad in\ag nation, i low happened it then that he 
failed ut iu.,..rs ? It was bemule he wanted talle, wanted 
an acquaintance w'th rlie gen us of the French language/; 
and wanted impaa d if lends. He died in 1671, ^ 

Molie'^e ( John-Bapiift\ born at Paris, in iShji 
The bed Comx Poet ol' any nati n of Europe. Th s 
arrmle has obliged me to louk back into the Comic Au- 
thu.. . ii.. iquty; and it mull be confefied, that if we 
compare the art and regiilaiity of our 'I'lKarre with'the 
unconneded fccnes of the Ancients ; tlieir feeble piirs*-, 
their abfu d manimrof making the A^ors, in akHd, 
uninterefting, and improb ibie monologue, trlTr’^e au- 
d.entc what tiny had donu, and meant farther th do; 
v/e mufl: confefs, I fay, that Mol. ere has brou^ ’»c Co- 
medy out of its original ch os, as well as Coriu/ge had 
brought Tragedy ; and tliat the FrLnch have becii’pd-, 
rior in this arc cle to all the nations of the cartii *. 

Molicre had, befidcs, another Ipccics of m.crir, of 
wh:ch neitlicr Corneille, Facfie, or La Fontaine, could 
boall. He was a Philolopher ; and was fo both in theory 
and pradicc. It was to this Philoibphcr that the Arch- 
bifhop of Pans, Harlai, lo iidamoiis for his morals, 
I’cfulki the empty honours of fcpui'urc; and thi^C; ^ 
was forced to inrerierc, and prevailed at laft eo fuhep 
Molicre to be buiied privately in the churih-yaid <')f 
the little chapel o! St. Jofeph, in the fuburb Momma- 
tre. He died in 1673. 

One is provoked at the envy fliewn, in fome of the 
new Dichonaries, in deprecn.ing the verfe of Moliere, 
by preferring his parole, u; on the opinion of the Arch- 
bifhop of Cambiay. Fenelon, who feemed in effed 
to give the preference to the profe of this great 
Comic writer, had his rcafons for liking only poeti- 

* A Gafco.sade ! Tran^latBr^ 

cal 
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cal profe * ^ but Boileau was not of the fame opu 
nion. 

It muft be allowed, that excepting forne negligences, 
T^ligences that Comedy admits of, Muliere is "replete 
with admirable verfes, which eafily imprint themfelves 
on the memory. Le Mifanthyop^\ or, "The Man-hcter ; 
Lcs Femmes Sava 7 ite^^ or, Fhe Learned Ladief\ and Le 
L’^rtffffey or, The Hypomte are written with the fpirit 
^ot\ Bpjleau’s fatires. The ylmphitr ion is a colleftion of 
Epip,i^^)s and Madrigals f, C()mj)ofed with an art that 
has never fince been luccel'fully imitated. 

pood poetry is to good prole, what Dancing is to 
graceful Walking i what an Air is to Recitative*, or 
what the Colouring of a Pencil is to the Sketches of a 
For this reafon the Greeks and Romans ne- 
vei^hjd a Comedy in prole. 

At?be Mongaut. The ben: tranflation that wc 
jiave of Cicero’s Letters, is executed by him. It is, bc- 
fides, enriched with judicious and uleful notes. He had 
^^een Precepmr to the fon of the Duke of Oilcans, Rc- 
:CVit of France. 

MOVE (Bernard la), born at Dijon, 10.1641. A 
•p-«Ton of great learning He was the firit who ohtaine I 
tile Prize of Poetry at the French Academy *, and in- 
deed his Poem ol Le Due' Aboli^ or, Lh’ Aooliion of the 
Duel^ which won the price, is very nearly one ot the 
bell pieces of Poetry that has appeared in France. He 
died in 1732. 

.l^is’*not to be accounted for why M. L’Avocat, a 
Dctldor ofthe Svirbonni^ has lai-i^ m his Didionary, that 
'Tlo\cijri(lme!s Carols of La Monnoyc, in the B rgundian 
diallrfl, arc the bed: of his produclions. Is it beeaiife 
thej Sorbonne, who were intircly ignorant ot the 
Provincial language in wh\h they were written, 
had iifued a decree againiT thole Poems, without being 
able to underftand them ? 

* UhTek:nachush\vr\ue.ii\n iVIe.V-ych rnirfm, therefore, 
poflihlv have r'-’i'.dercd him il to it. ‘J ranuaior. 

f S he is 3 Jpee;. : o-'f--. K? ; -.r.i, ..eniiis of greeter 

lauiudc. , 
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MoNTE'^MJiriT (Charles\ Prcfidcnt of the Parliament 
of Boiirdea’^x, wrr. horn in 1689, and at the ar^e of 
thirty- tv. o puoEfL'jd hi-, Ve-'fim Letters^ a v/ork of hu- 
mour ; in v/i'iiLn, hfnvcvca*, are to be met with [niiiagr.. 
that Ihcw a icini'c loiid underllaiulin;/, tlian llie hook 
itli-lf feemr to p'o nile. It i:: an imitation of the Sidhiefe 
Leltcrs and oi x.\\c 'I irriajh Spy-, but fuch a 

copy as iliews r.uher liow tlioi'e originals ought to have 
been VvM'itren. 

1 his Kind e^f writinp; generally owes its fucceb lO the 
foreign air ili.ir i', <dv'en it. (Lie puis with advantage in 
the moiUi'i of an Afiatie, a l.itirieal ibokc againli r>ir 
country, w !i c!) would not be mueh thought of, if liaiken 
by a native. Vv'h;.t is meer common-plaec in illell’, lie- 
conus a Hiiw/Ji remark bafueh addrelis. 

Tiic genii-s ddflinguidiaiMe in tlie Pcrfin 
otx i!v d 0) tiie rreddent iVionu henieu ii'ic doors of^ the 
Pn^-nLii A' atiemy, tliorgli liiat vary e\cademy wasabufed, 
in id, -d:. Bu-t, at tlie i'ame time, the Ircedom witii 
h i'.e >;:e of (loverniricnt, and feme liberties itc-, 
tc> k vnia A’ dgion, drew upon him an cxclufion, 
C.irdiu.] ; iv.ury. 

i ie condiiA.etl himfelf very artfully upon this oec:/"‘ 
fton, to gedin over tlie Miniiicr. Mecauied a nev/ edition 
of his \.'0! k to be immediately prin-etl, in which he can- 
cclletk ordoitt.ied, every pa.'fage tiuiL could give offence 
eir ' r to tlie C n-ddnai or tlie rvlninler. He then carried 
the b('ok himiui to llu Cdudlina], who feldoin read.^ 
and only looked curforiiy over it; but this air*bf o'jii- 
fidmee, ootii I 'sie Iblicitations of perfers' of cogfe- 
cpuLiK e, overpowered the Cardljial, and Montefepdieu 
ux)i: id,-, A lt jii the Academy. 

ide ade.i wauls jmblilhid his Tradi Gn the Crahkiir 
iVnii Dw 'eppen of the Kc'i.i’.es ; an odiaulfed fuoiedl, whieh 
lie rcndcrcvl new, liy ingenious refiedtions aiul hrong 
painting. Indeed it is a polndcal I iiftory of the Homan 
I’dnpirc. Aftv.r this he publiilied his J Jprit Sc Leixy or, 
Spir:t of Laves ; in which is elifcovered coniidiei ably 
more genius rhan either in Greiins or Pufiendoii'. 
It is with dihicidty we can peruie tiiofe authors ^ 

but 
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but we read the ^p'nii of Loiivs as much ior araufciccct 
,is inftrudion, 

I'his I'jooh is wr'Ueii with tlic fime f'cehom ;v. rlie 
TTrfuin J .ettors \ au.d thi > trcedeei !ms net ii hu'U'-.on. 
tribiucd to its ir.rcds, as it railed him up le, a.e e:.. me t ; 
which ( ncrcalerl li-s ,e[HirdU)ii, horn liie t ear 

malice excited apainil them, rhaic v.em men lue k d le ^ 
oi|icure fac tien ; oh cccleh ill'Ccd wai he, e, !ie rc^ e .X- ^ 
'‘thpvr 'Opinions as hicied, and vhoie v. In* cucv o\ erlia. ; it 
as ha ruiifpeus. h hey vrroie viedenriy :’<;,nn:'l ties. ./■ - 
dicnt h'loniei.iui'a: ; Uicy cneayed the : e. hemse u; • :- 
m'fiohis boc'h : but the conuauptiu wliicii tlii i iU . -u /..d 
rliem, ]uct a hop to th- inquiry, 

» 'hi e priraup' il nuaat f-f tlii : Vve/ri., tee Xphs/ 7 / ! . eee, 
'iyV''e ljve('i t eddation Vvlii<!i i- •; ns m it; ' i leo 
lu\m r^: ie'-.iiat' ,n a: I. ueded f .I t w ;o; c ol :c :e meh 
Whm is ve.-/ hi. u ;r, i y that rim t y-.y he Lu ' Us)r 
*< he h'rvtiilh Conil tiicion, is \vh 't ,e ’ 1 p'iC.ti'eil t ,hr ■ ■ ' e li 
the mod. d he lim iy and i;mr:v lamy lie riiuae. (uit 
•geaid'i th : Imm'u'd’oji, has c ; .-s.d ' '^a'C r nb,,. 

‘ alone execj.lea ; an ms uu'. ' ''C , a ;; , . .1 ‘ 

Hy piOiOU iSd^ aie lOUIU.Ld Ci^lOU eXSte a.jj i\ 
TrfTim i''e !ulLory<')(‘ :ll n itioi s. 

Il is (rue, hf.v/v:, a, ti..:tiie has he;ach’p cj aii too 
often tekiriy hi: ex.asiul ‘s irom ieeoiihdi meie ! .vsyc 
narioti^’, int ie kii-ov/ii lu k_ nx-ee, -me. n ullmy timne uii- 


auii.eniac reh'aiec'^ oi m'mi'' ’ e ch', s nit m- 
c] acne \s n h luihe rail ear e 'n 1 b: ( 1 : y arc;,- 
amuie, '*iiot : b.c aiudea' of (In: '■ i" '7o ’e",/ rrnri- 
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exit 

The continual defeft of method in this work; the 
fingular alTe(^Iation of putting often only four or five 
lines in a chapter, and making thofe few lines contain 
nothinn: but a ftroke of humour : have offended a 
many readers, who have complained at fometimes meeting 
with where they expefted arguments. Me has 
been likewife charged with having impofed doubtful 
notions for certain principles. But if he does not al- 
ways inftruft his reader, he always makes himtjiink;*, 
and that alone is a confiderable merit. ” 

His lively and ingenious manner of exprefilng him- 
felf, fo much in the ftile of Montagne his councrym^ui, 
has contributed above all to the great repiuation of the 
Spirit of Laws, The fame things laid by any otlitT 
man of knowledge, even by one more learnc J thapdiim- 
felf, might pofiibly not be taken notice of. In^^HTort, 
there arc hardly any works whicli contain more wit, 
more profound ideas, bolder ftrokes, and which con^ 
vey more inftruflion, either in approving or combating 
his opinions. ^ 

Thjs performance has certainly a right to be placy^^'-'*' 
in the rank of thofe original works that have refiedcc?^ 
luftre upon the Age of Louis XIV. and which hasiKr" 
model among the Ancients. He died in 1755, as he 
had al'/.ays lived, like a Philofopher. 

Montfaucox /Bernard), born in 1655. A Benedic- 
tine. One of the moft knowing Antiquaries in Europe, 
He died in 1741. 

MoNTPENsihR ( Anna-Maria-Louifa of Orldaps), 
known under the appellation of Madmoiflli,, daugliter 
of Gallon of Orleans *, born at Paris, in 1627. glider 
Memoirs are more thofe of a private wentan taken up 
with herlelf, than of a Princefs conve. iant w iih gfcac 
events ; but fome curious anecdotes are to be found in 
them. She died in 1693. 

Montrfuil (Matthew de), was one of thofe eafyand 
agreeable writers, qf which the Age of Louis XIV, 

* Duke of O' leans, anti uncle to Louis XIV. See his chara^lvir 
under iliC Jill 0/ ihc Srujces of the BUoti, 


pro- 



produced fuch numbers that obtained a reputation in 
the middling clafs of writing. There were but frw 
.great geniiifes •, but the fpirit of that ^ra, and imitation, 
had created many entertaining authors. 

Moreri ( Louis born in Provence, in 1643. Jt 
was not to be imagined that the author of xhi^ays 
d* Amour ^ or, The Kingdom of Love, and tlie tranhntor 
of Roderigo, ftiould have undertaken, in his early 
years, the firfl: Diftionary of Tafts that was ever pub* 
lifhed. This great work coft him his life. 

The reformed and greatly augmented work which 
flill bears his name, was not his; it is a new city built 
upon the old foundation. Too many fpurious genealo- 
gies have done injury to this ufeful work. He died in 
1680. 

They 'Have made Supplements to this Diftionary that 
are full of errors. 

Morin (Michael-John-Baptift), born in Beaujolois, 
in 1583. A Phyfician, a Mathematician, and, from the 
ignorance of the times, an Aftrologer alfo. He drew 
.ifee JJorofeope of Louis XIV. Notwithftanding his 
fi^perftition, he was a man of knowledge. He died in 
f65^: 

Morin (John), born at Blois, in 1591. He was a ' 
perfon well flcilled in the Oriental tongues, and a good 
critic. He died at the Oratory, in 1659. • 

Morin (Simon), born in Normandy, in 1623. He 
is not mentioned here, except to lament his fatal folly, 
and that of Saint-Sorlin-Defmarets, his accul'er. Saint- 
Sorlin was a fanatic, and impeaclied Morin for being 
the fame. Morin, who delerved nothing but Bedlam, 
'vas burned alive, in 1663, before Pliilolophy had 
made fufficient progrefs to prevent the learned from 
dogmatizing, and the Judges from being cruel. 

La Motte-Houdart (Antony), born at Paris in 
1672 ; famous for his Tragedy of Agnei de Caftro, one 
of the moft interefting of thofe pieces that remain ftill 
on the Theatre ; and for his three ingenious Operas ; 
but above all for fome O^es that brought him originally 
great reputation, in which arc as much matter as verfe, 
VoL. L li 
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and where he Ihews himfelf both a philofopher and s 
poet. 

Even his profe is ftill held in eftcem. He wrote the_ 
fpeech of the Marquis de Mimur, and of Carthnal 
Du Bois, when they were received into the French 
Ac 2 ^d:‘my j the Manifefto of the war of 17 i8 ; and the 
fpeech that Cardinal Tencin fpoke before the little 
Council of Embrun, The ftory of this is remarkable. 
An Archbilhop condemns a Bilhop, and it was an’ 
author of plays and operas who wrote the fermon for 
the Archbifhop, 

He had a great many friends ^ that is to fay, many 
people were plcafed with his company : however, I law 
him die, in 1731, without any attendants befide h\s 
death-bed. The Abbe Triiblet fays, that thf^Ve were 
a great many; but he muft have been therol at’ other 
times than I was. 

I'he interefl of triiih alone obliges me, in this place^ to 
exceed the ufual bounds of thefe articles. 

1 his man, of fuch mild manners, and of whom no 
one had ever the leaft caufe to complain, has be;)|ii 
cufed fince his death, alinofl: juridically, of an enriv 
mous crime; — with having himfelf compofed the iforr'^ 
ble couplets that were the ruin of Roufleau, in the 
year 1710, and with having condufted, for feveral years, 
all the proceffes that Jed to the condemnation of an 
innocent man. 

I'his accufation had the more weight, as having been 
made by a perlon thoroughly apprized of the whole 
affair, and who vouched it, as it were, bn the fanftion 
of a death-bed teftimony, 

N. Boindin, Procurator-general of the Treafury of 
France, dying in 1732, left a very circumltantial me- 
moir bdiind him, in which he charges, after an in- 
terval of above forty years, La Motte Houdart, of the 
French Academy, Jofeph Saurin, of the Academy of 
Sciences, and rMalaiaire* a toy-merchant, with hav- 
infy toiuriveci that plot, in confequenee of which the 
Chaicltc and the Parliament had confecutivcly pro- 
nounced nnjuft fcntences. 

Now, 
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Now, in the firft place, if N. Boindin was tho- 
roughly perfuaded of the innocence of RoulLuu, why 
fo long delay to decLire it? Why not publifc it, ac 
kaft, immediately after the death of his enemies ? 
Why did he not produce this memoir then, which he 
had written above twenty years before ? ^ 

Secondly, Who does not fee clearly that this me- 
moir was a defamatory libel, and that this man equally 
hated every one of thofe he mentions, in this confign- 
ment of their names to the deteftation of pofterity ? 

Thirdly, He begins his recital with fafls that are 
known to be falfe. He pretends that the Count de 
Noce, and N. Melon, Secretary to the Regent, were 
th^ alfociates of Malafaire, a toy-pedlar. All thofe 
who were in the leall acquainted with thclc p.rfons, 
have pfori^unccd the flory to be a vik calumny. He 
afterwards confounds N. La Faye, Secietary of the 
King’s Cabinet, with his brother, Captain of the Guards. 
In hne, how could a toy-pedlar have any hand in the 
iraming of couplets ? 

^^"oiji^i'flily, Boindin pretends that this toy-mnn and 
Saurin the geometrician leagued thcmfelvcs with L>a 
PiAoctei to prevent Roulieau rrom obtaining the penfioa 
df Boilcau, who was then alive in lyjo. Now is ii 
poflible to be imagined, that three peilons of I'uch. 
different ranks and profefllons fiiouid unite themfelvcs, 
and contrive together fo tar-fetclied a feheme, one fo 
infamous and difficult, for the unaccountable pur- 
pofe of depriving a perfon, at that time hardly known, 
of a pcnfioa not vacant, which Roufleau would not have 
obtained if it had, and which not any of the three 
confpirators had the leaft pretenfion to hope for tiiem- 
felvcs 

Fifthly, Afr«r having acknowledged that Rouffcau 
had written the firft five couplets ttiat were followed 
hy rhofe which brought on his difgrace, lie tha-gea 
•La Morte Houdart with writing a do^^ei> others, in the 
fame ftile j and his only proof to lupport this accu- 
sation is, that theic dozcji coupkts, written againlt a 
vozea pcrfbns that were to alfeiubJc at N. de Villi'- ts’s 
h a houie, 
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aori 

houfe, were^earried by La Motte Iloudart himfelf to 
the houfe of N. de Villiers, an hour after Roufleau 
had been informed that the perfons named in the lam- 
poon v^cre ro meet at that place. Now, fays he, 
Roji^fleaii could not in fo fhort a time have been able 
to coTiipofe and copy t he fe defamatory verfcs. Jt was 
La Motte Houdart that carried them ; ergo, La Motte 
mu ft have been the author. 

On the contrary, it ftiould appear, that fince he 
had the honeQy to bring them, he ought not to be 
fufpe<5i:ed for having had the villainy of writing them. 
They were laid at his door, and at other people’s al- 
fo. He opened the packet, he found in it fome grois 
abufe againft all his friends, and againft himfelf too; 
he produced the libel ; nothing could fliew his in- 
nocence more. 

Sixthly, Thofe who intereft themfclves in the hiftory 
of this iniquitous myftery ought to be infonz-ed, 
that there ufed to be meetings, for a month before, 
at N. de Villiers’s , and that the party was generally 
compofed of thofe very perfons whom RoufTeau h.>!d 
fore abufed in five couplets which he had the im- 
prudence to repeat to many perfons. 7 he very firil 
of thefe fame dozen couplets fufficiently pointed oi/t 
that the perfons concerned ufed to meet together, fome- 
times at the CofFee-houfe, and iometimes at N. de 
Villierc’s, 


Sots afiembics chez de VilHers ; 
l".trrni les fots troupe d ’elite, 
i)’uBi vil caffe dignes pilliers, 
Crazftnez la fureur ^ui m’irritc. 

Je vous pourfuivre cn tous lieux, 
Voui noircir, vous rendre odieux ; 

Jc veux que partout on vous chance : 
Vous pcrccf et rire a vos yeux 
EH une douceur qui m’enchaate. 

Sots affbeiates Villars, 

Of all dunces the elefl ; 

Ta a tavero-doof nc pillars, 

Of my vengeatjc..- dread 'th’cffeifl. 


During 



During life I will attack ye. 

Damn your fames with loncJ report, 

And while thus J hew and hack ye. 

Heart could wiih no better fpoit. 

Seventhly, It is falfe that the lirft five couplep^.’^c* 
knowledged for Rouifeau’s, only glanced a iittic ri- 
dicule againft five or fix particular perfons, a'> the me- 
•inoir pretends to lay. I'hcy arc full as outrageous as 
the remainder.' 

Que le bourreau par fon valet 
FaiTe un jour ferrer le fillet 
De Berrin et de fa fequeUe ; 

Que Pecour qui fait le ballet 
Ait le fouet au pied de Techelle. 

'I'hc hangman will, one day, I hope, 

Stifle the pipes with hempen rope. 

Of Berrin and his Icrecch-ov^.] crew ; 

And may Pecour, who made the ballet 
With Berrin’s fate in pa^t to tally. 

From beadle’s lalh receive his due. 

Such is the ftile of thofc firlt five couplets, con- 
/efled to be Roufieaii’s. Surely this is not the 

a little ridicule, I'he remainder of the piece is 
written with the fame rancour. 

Eighthly, As to the laft couplets of the fame kind, 
that were the caule of the procefs commenced againft 
Saurin of the Academy of Sciences, in the year ijio, 
the memoir fjys nothing but what the brief of the 
procefs had informed us of a long time before. It 
only alTcrts, that the unhappy perfon who was con- 
demned to banilliment for having been i^foorned by 
Rouffeaii, fhould have been lent to the grdlies, if he 
had really been a falfe witnefs. 

But Le Sieur Boindin is miftaken in this point ; for, 
in the firft place, it had been an abfurd piece of in- 
juftice to have condemned thcfubcxned to the gallics, 
when they had only deemed the penalty ot banilhmcnc 
• 

^allft is pronounced BallL Tranjlator^ 

h 5 agaiiill 
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agalnft the fuhrncr. In the Iccond place, this un- 
happy perfoii had not been brought as an acculer a- 
gain I Saurin. He could not be intirely luborned. Me 
had only made feveral dcclaraiions contradidling each 
; and ihe nature of his fault, and the Weak- 
nels of his underftanding, did not deferve fo exem- 
plary a punifhmenr. 

Ninthly,* N. Boiadin favs exprefsly in his memoir,, 
that the family of Noaiiles and tlie Jefuirs allilled 
in the profecuiion againft Roufleau, and ‘that Sauna 
made ufe of their credit and partiality. But I know 
for a certainty, and many peribns Hill alive know it 
as well as I, that iv ither the family of No.iiiles nor 
the Jefuits interfered in the matter. Nay, the pat- 
tial'ty was, at firll, intirely in favour of Royfleau ; 
for though the public clamour was railed agaiiiTt him, he 
had gained ovt t'AO Secretaries of State on his fiJe, 
iViOnfieur de Pontchartrain and Monfitur Voifin, wfijch 
the popular clamour could not intimidate. It was 
by their orders, in form of folicitations, that the Ldeu- 
tenant-Crimmal l>e Cemre decreed againll an'd^ im'=' 
prifoned Saurin, interrogated him, confronted him, re- 
examined him, and all in the Ipace of fwenty-fcui^ 
hours, by a precipitate trial. The Chancelior repri- 
manded the Lieutenant-Criminal for this violent and 
unprecedented method of proceeding. 

As to the Jefuits, it is fo farfiom btingrruethat they had 
declared againli: KoulTeau, that immtdiatdy after the 
( ontradiedory fentence of the C hate let,® by widen he 
had been unardmoufly condemned, Jie retired, to the 
Noviciate of the Jf fuics, under the direcSion of Father 
Sanadon, at the time that he ap)pea]cd to the Parlia- 
ment. 

Thi.s retreat among the Jefuits proves two things ; 
the firir, tliac they were not his tn-mies : the La'ond, that 
he rmant tj oppofe h s praetice of religion to the 
charges of pr^lhigxy th.at had been be ore brought 
againft h-rn. He had before compofed his bdt Ffilms, 
at £ e lame time that he wiote thole loofe Itpigrams 
winch he pinrjei the Gl^na Patri^ or of his 

" Pfdms; 



Pfalms, and Danchet had addrcfled tlufe lines to him 
on that occafion : 

A te mafquer habile, 

Traduid tour a tour, 

Petrone a la Ville, 

David a la Cour, &c. 

To a6l the 'artful hypocrite, 

Tranllate by turns, in fport, 

Petrenius, when you play the cit. 

And pious hymns at court, 


It cannot then be thought extraordinary, that hav- 
ing affumed the cloak of religion while he wore alfo 
that of the Cynic, he fliould afeerv/ards preferve the 
firft, which was then become fo neceffary to him. We 
Ihoulcl not, however, deduce any confequence from this 
indLicl:Ion i for no being but God knows the heart of man. 

•Tenthly, It is important to obferve, that during 
above thirty years which La Motte Houdart, Saurin, 
and Malafaire, furvived this profecution, not any of 
drcua was ever fufpefted of the leaft evil tranfadion^ 
or of the flighteft fatirical vein. La Motte Houdart 
neVer once even replied to thofe bitter invedives 
known by the name of CaloHs % and other titles, 
which one or two perfons, who were deteded by all the 
world, heaped upon him for a long time. He ne- 
ver difhorioured his talents by fatire \ and even in lJog^ 
abuled continually by RoulTeau, he wfore this fine 
Ode; 


On ne fe choifit point fon pere ; 

Par un reprochc populaire 
Le fage n’eft point abattu. 

Oui, quoi que le vulgaire ppnfe, 

RoulTeau, la plus vile nailTance 
Donne du lultrc a la vertu, <5tc. 

Since fons their fathers can’t cleft, 

Be wife, Roufieau, then, and negleft, 

* Calote fignifies both a cap and a Umpe^on, In which fenfe (he 
word is to be underftood, ^in this place, I cannot deicrmine, as I 
uevef faw the pieces. Tranjlator, 
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The vulgar error and abufe ; 

Not birth, but virtue, forms the man j 
No other diiference fhould we fcan : 

Jn things what merit, but their ufe? &c, 

Whc.n, I fay, he compofcd this piece, it was ra- 
ther a'lvffon of morality and philofophy, than a fatire. 
He exhorted Rouffeau, who had difavowed his father, 
not to be alhamed of his low birth, and advifed him 
to fubdue his fpirit of envy and of fatire. Nothing 
could lefs refemble the virulence that breathes through- 
out the couplets of which he was accufed. 

But Roufleau, after a condemnation which fliould 
have taught him wifdom, whether he was guilty or 
innocent, could never reftrain his natural difpofition. 
He frequently wrote epigrams againft the fame per- 
fons he had abufed in the couplets in queftion, La 
Faye, Danchet, La Motte Houdart, &c. He made 
verfes againft both his old and his new proteftors. 
Several of them are to be feen in a heap of letters, 
very little deferving to be preferved, which have, how- 
ever, been publifhed ; and the greateft part of tfiofe 
verfes aie in the very ftile and Ipirii of the couplets 
for which the Parliament had condemned him *, wit- 
nefs the following againft the famous mufician Ra- 
meau. 


Dirtillateurs d’accords baroques, 

Uont lant d ’idiots font feru's, 

Chez It'S Thraces ec les Iroques, 

Portez VOS opera, bourus, &c. 

Ceafe to compofe fuch icrcech-owl founds. 

Which only fuit an idiot’s earj 
Thy art all harmony confounds. 

Fit mufic for a dancing-bear, &c. 

There are alfo others of the fame kind, inferted in 
the collection, inticled fhe Port^-Feuilk ef RouffeaUy 
written againft Alpibe Olivet, who had formed a fcheme 
for his return to France. In lliort, towards the latter 
end of his life, when he lived for a time concealed in 
Paris, prefending fq give himfelf up entirely to de- 

votioHi 



votion, he cdiilJ not refra>n from writing larcaftical 
epigrams. Tis true that age had v^eakened his iVile, 
but had not ’reformed his charader : whether owimr to a 
contraft in his compofition, whi.h is not iincotilmoa 
in human nature, he joined malevolence to devotion^ 
or from a vicioufnefs, not lefs common, his ckv^tion 
was but hypocrify. 

Eleventhly, If Saurin, La Motte, and Malafairc, 
had. concerted the plot together of which they are 
accLifed, tjiefe three perfon^ having fallen tnit among 
tliemlelves fince the time of diac fuppofed tranfac- 
tion, it is very extraordinary tliat nothing of this com- 
bination had ever transpired. 'J his refledion is not, 
indeed, a proof ; bur, joined to others, it muft be al- 
lowed to have its weight. 

lV-4dfthly, If a young lad, as fimple and ignorant 
as the perfon named William Arnold, condemned as a 
vdtnefs fuborned by Rouffeau, had not been really 
guilty, he would have declared lo ; he would have 
exclaimed againfl; the injufticcof his punilhmenr, all 
hi^life. But I knCvV him. His mother was a cook- 
maid to my father, as is faid in xhtfatJmn ^ of Sau- 
rin ; and his mother and he both have often acknow- 
ledged to me, in the prefence of all my family, that 
his Sentence was juft. 

Why then, after an interval of about forty-two years, 
fliould N. Boindin, on his death- bed, leave behind him 
an authenticated accufation againft three perfons who 
had died before him ? It might be faid that the 
Memoir had been written twenty ytats prior to 
his 'death-, that Boindin hated them all^three; that 
he refented La MotteSs not foliciting Ins admiflion 
into the French Academy, and his having declared 
to him that his enemies, who acculed him ot Athe- 
ifm, had been the caufe of his exclufion. He had 
fallen out with Saurin, who was as haughty and 
infle^fibje as himfelf 5 and had alfo quarrelled with 

* The fa^um is a law-term, in France, for the MV/*, or Jl ate of 
tk? caje^ gf a t^laintijfy or 'Dfendant, T ranJJator* 

JVTaJafaire, 
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Malafaire» an harfli and unpolillied man. He was like- 
wife become the profefled enemy of Leriget de la 
Faye, who had written the following epigram againft 
him. 


Vadius, on connait votre cfprit ; 

' feavoirs’y joint, & quand le cas arrive, 

Qu’oeuvrf parait par quelque coin fautive, 

Pius aigreincnt qui jamais la reprit ? 

IVIais on ne voit qu’m vous auffi fe montre 
L’art de !ouer le beau qui s'y rencontre, 

Dont cependant maints beaux efprits font ca?, ' 

Devos pareils qne voulez-voos qu’on penft? 

Eh quoi ! qu’i!s font connaiffeura delicats? 

Pas n’en voucirais tirerla confequence, 

X^jdis bien qu'iJs font gens a fuir de cent pas. 

Why, Vadius, )es ; your wit we don’t difpute. 

Nor yet your learning we fltall not refute. 

If any piece is faulty in its kind, 

A critic more fevere we cannot find. 

But to its merits are you fo quick-fighfed, 

With which all men of tafte are fo delighted ? 

I anfwer, No. Then fure all authors may 
’Gainft fuch illiberal cenfures jullly fay, 

** Such want of candour never can be prized, 

“ Feared but by fools, by men of fenfe dt'fpifed.* 

This was, in truth, the charailer of Boindin, who 
is deferibed in the Temple of Tajle^ under the name 
of Bardou, He was in his Memoir, then, the dupe 
of his own refentment ; for he was as incapable of 
faying v/hac he did not believe, as he was of chang- 
ing any opinion that his miftake or caprice had once 
poffef^d him with. His manners were irreproachable; 
he led always a philofophic life, even to feverity, and 
performed feveral adions of generohty ; but his harfh 
and unfociable temper rci’dtred him fubjedi to many 
prejudices, of which he was not to be cured. 

This whole unhappy affair, which fubfifted fo 
long, and with which nobody was better acquaint- 
ed than mylelf,. took its rile from the innocent 
amufement that fevefal eminent perfons ufed to in- 
dulge themfelves in, of meetings in a fociable inter* 
^lourfe together at a coffee-houle. But they did not 

properly 
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properly obferve the firftlaw of fociety, viz. toprcfervc 
good-breeding among one another. They ufed to 
cricicife each other pretty feverely ; which, for want 
of politenels or addrefs, infpired lading enmities, and 
ibmetimes inftigated to crimes. We {hall leave it now 
to the reader, whether, in this affair, there'^be three 
perfons guilty, or only one. 

It has been faid, that, at lead, Saurin might have 
been the author of the latter couplets attributed to 
Rouffeau. It might poffibly be, indeed, tliat Rouffeau, 
having been confeffedly known to be guilty of the firft 
five, which contained the dime virulence, Saurin might 
have added the others to ruin him •, tliough Saurin 
was at that very time deeply engaged in algebraic cal- 
culations-, though he was himleit grolly abufed in the 
fan^ piece-, though all the offended perfons unani- 
rnoufly imputed it to Rouffeau ; and, finally, although 
' Saurin was acquitted of the charge, after a folemn 
trial : but if the thing is phyfically within the poffibi- 
lity of fad, it is not within the rcafonableaels of be- 

Rouffeau, indeed, accufed him of it, all his life y 
nay, charged him with the crime in his lad tedament; 
but the Profeffor Rollin, to whom Rouffeau commu- 
nicated this tedament when he returned clandedinely 
to Paris, obliged him to erafe that article; fo that 
Rouffeau contented himfclf with proiefting Ins own 
innocence in his lad moments, but never dared to 
accufe Lj Motte, either pmding the courfe of the pro- 
cefs, or during the red of his life, nor on his death- 
bed. He fatisfied himfelf with penning latirical lines 
againd him *. (See the article ot Joseph Saurim.) 

Matte- 

* The fcrc);»oing detail, or argument, may be thought, by the 
gencrarity of readers, too tedious and uninterdting, as being, »n 
efiVfl, only a pleading in favour of perfons long fincedead, of \Nhom, 
piobably, they may never have heard l^efo;^, and about whom, co't« 
iequeatly, they canii<^t be fuppofed to have any manner of concern. 
But to a liberal mind the invcltigation of the queltion hcc brought 
Iftto dilputc, mud fuielV be allowed a merit fuperior to ivic or lite- 
rature, as bjinp an additional proof ot that generous and Mve 

^ fnirif 
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Motteviile (Frances Bertaut de), born in 1615, 
in Normandy, This Lady has written Memoirs which 
particularly relate to Anne of Auftria, mother to 
LouisXIV. containing a number of infignificant incidents 
told with a great air of franknefs. She died in 1689. 

NaTt^ de Tillemont (Scbaftian le), fon to John 
le Nain, Matter of the Requefts, born at Paris in 1637, 
the pupil of Nicole, and one of the moft learned Wri- 
ters of Port* Royal. Ilis Hijlory of the Emperors^ and 
his lixteen volumes of the Ecclefiafiical Hiftory^ are 
written with as much veracity as the compilations of 
ancient hiftory would admit of: for ail hiftory, be- 
fore the invention of Printing, was full of contradic- 
tions and uncertainty. He died in 1698. 

Naude (Gabriel), born at Paris, in 1690, was a 
Phyfician, but more of a Philofopher. He wa^ nrtl 
attached to Cardinal Barberini, at Rome ; afterwards 
to Cardinal Richelieu *, then to Cardinal Mazarin ; and, 
laftly, to Queen Chriftina, to the liiftre of whofe 
learned Court he for fome time contributed. He at 
length retired to Abbeville, where he died, as foon 
he began to be his own mailer. 

Of all his works, his Apology for the great Men ac* 
cufed of Magic ^ is almoft the only one which yet remains 
to us. One might make a much larger book of the 

fpirit which prompted our author to exert his talents, to expend his 
fortune, and to employ his influence in vindicating the unfortunate 
and oppreffed families of Calas, of the Syrvens and Bar' e, &c. Nay, 
in the prefent defence there appears to be fomething even more 
noble than in the other inftances ; as ki thofe cafes tnere fubfifted 
Dili fome objeds of commiferation to excite humanity; but in .this 
particular, the clients of his patronage no longer exifled. The only 
fpirit then which could poflibly have adluated him upon this occa- 
fion, mull certainly have been that which he declares in the preface 
to this pleading, in thefe words : “ The intereft of Truth alone obliges 
me, in this place, to exceed the ufual bounds of thefe articles.** 

No acknowledgments, no gratitude, not even the mean confider- 
aiipn of fame, could be expedled from the dead, *Tis the charadler 
of the Divine nature to .bellow favour on unprofitable fervants. Yet 
the true Catholic Church refufed this man chrillian burial in France, 
becaule he happened not to be ritually orthodox, though he was 
virtually fo ; hts ncphpw W3J obliged to oarry olF his remains to Fer* 
ueyi Tranjlator* 

I * 


great 
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great men who have been accufed of impiety fincc So- 
crates. 


Pofuks nam fobs credit habendos 

EJfe Decs quos ipfe colit *. 

Nemours (Maria de Longiieville Duchefs oY), born 
in 1625. She wrote fome Memoirs, in which are re- 
lated a few particulars of the unhappy times of the 
Fronde. She died in 1707. 

Nevers (Philip Duke of). He wrote fome poetical 
pieces in a particular ftile. One is not to give intirc 
credit to the fonnet parodied by Racine and Defpreaux : 

Dans un palais dorc Nevers jaloux Sc blcme, 

Fait des vers oii jamais perfonne n’entend rien. 

Nevers, in gilded domes, envious and pale. 

Pens verfes that exceed all underRanding f. 


He wrote many that were eafily to be underftood, and 
read too with great pleafure; as thofe verfes, for in- 
^iS'ance, againft Ranee, the famous reformer of La 
Trappe J, who had written agalnfl; Archbilliop 
Fcnelon. 

• vulgar think there arc no Gods, but thofe whom they them- 

felves worlhip.’^ ^ranjlatcr, 

t Boileau has been often charged with a little of that fame envious 
fpirit, himfelf; 

“ damn for arts which taught himfelf to rife.’* 

Ndr was the author of that very line free from the cenfarc of it, in 
many of his writings—ihe Dunciad, k ahhi. 

This is very un fair. — Mull all artifls be run down, who are not at 
the top of t\iz\T metier P Muft no one get bread, but they who deferve 
cake ? Thofe who attack others, indeed, merit challifement. The 
God of Verfe himfelf commenced the precedent, in the example of 
Marfyas. Zoilus, Bavius, &c. were, therefore, proper objects of 
fatiric refentment ; this is but poet-Jlaughter ^ in one’s own defence. 
But why Ihould your poor harmlefs goetifters, moft of whom but 
write to eat— -not for famuj but fames — be reduced to Rarve, or be 
deprived of even their thin paper diet ? Ibid. 

J A Convent of the fevereft Order in France. Perpetual filence is 
one of their injuniftions. Ibid. 
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Cct Abbe qu-*on croyait palcri de faintetc, 

Vieilli dans la retraice & dans ThumilHe, 

Orgueilleux de fes croix, bouffi de fa fouirrancc, 

Rompc fcs facres ftatuts en rompant le filence ; 

Kt centre un faint Prelat s'animant aujourd^hui, 

Du fond de fes deferts declaim; centre lui ; 

K^inoins humble de cceur que fier dc fa do6lrir.c» 

11 decider ce que Rome examine. 

That Abbe, deem’d fo humble and fo holy. 

Grown old in cell and pious melancholy, 

Proud of his crofs, elated with his y- ke, 

His {'acred vows, at once, and filence brok?; 

Now ’gairjft a blamelefs prelate he declaims, 

And from his cloifter iHnglefs fatire aims ; 

Lefs meek of heart than flufh’d with learn, ng’s pride, 

Where Rome yet doubts, he boUly dares decide 

His wit and his talents were revived and perfculed in 
hiS grandfon. He died in 170-. 

Niceron (John-Feter), a Barnabitef, born at Paris, 
in- 1685. He was anthor of the Alcmoirs of the illuftricus . 
Mm in Literature. They are not all liludnous ; but he 
fpeaks of each of them according to their merits; he 
does not call a goldfinith a great man. He deferves 
be ranked among the men of ufcful knowledge. He 
died in 173^^. 

Nicole (Feter\ born at Chartres, in 1625, He was 
one of the bell Writers of Port-Royal, Wnat he has 
written aga’nlt the Jeiuits, is Icarcely read, at prefent; 
but his EJfays cn Morals.^ whicli are a work iileful to 
mankind, will never be out of date: That chapter, 
particularly, on the means of preferving peace in 
ibciety, is a mailer- piece, to which tli^.rc is nothing of 
the fame kind that is equal, in all the ancient writings, 
But that peace is, perliaps, as difficult to eftabliffi, as 
that of the Abbe dc Saint Pierre |. He died in 1695. 

• Thefe lines, with only a few alterations, a^c borrowed from a for- 
mer verfion, as thtr," cannot be a better traufl.idou of the original. 
In fuch a cafe it had been alfeded to have atitnipicJ a new one, and 
unf-nr to have given a woife. TranJIator. 

f A particulai in France. Uui. 

X He wrote u feheme for a perpetual peace in Furope. Sec the 
article under his liame, in the lubltvucat parc’cf thi: kataJogue. ///V. 


Nivllle 
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Nivei^le de la Chaussee. He wrote fome Comedies 
in a new and tender ftile, which met with fuccels*. It 
is true, that, as a writer of Comedies, he wanted a real 
comic genius. Many perions of tafte could not bear 
Comedies where there were no lively feenes to be met 
with i but there is certainly great merit in being s^ble to 
affeft an audience, to treat a moral well, and to compofc 
elegant verfes, correftly written; and thefe were thq 
talents of this author. He was born in the reign of 
Louis XIV. 

It has teen faid, that where he approaches the tragic 
flrain, in his pieces, he is not always lufficiently intereft- 
ing, and what is meant for mere comedy, is not humo- 
rous enough. The proper mixture of thelediflerent metals 
is very difficult to be hit on. However, La Chaullee is 
reckw^i^ed among the lirit writers wlio rank after thole of 
true genius. He died about the year 1750. 

, Nooot is only known from \\\?y Frn^ments uf Petronius^ 
which he had found at Belgrade, in 1688; and the hiatus's 
that he has filled up do not feem to be fuch bad Latin 

his adverfaries have deemed them. There may be met 
with m thofe places fome >vords and expreffions, I con- 
fels, that neither Cicero, Viigil, nor Horace ever made 
ufe of ; but Petronius himfeif is full of fuch phrafes, or 
idioms, which more modern manners and later ufages 
had given rife to. 

I do not infert this article relating to Nodot, for any 
other reafon than to make known that this fatire of Pe- 
troniiis is not that which the Conful Petronius is report- 
ed to havc^fent to Nero, jult before he had his veins 
opened : jiagttia Principis fuh nom'mibus cxoletomm^ femF 
narumque^ el novitaU cujufque Jtupri pr^Jcripla^ 
obfignata mifit Ncroni. 

It is fuppofed that the Profeffor Agamemnon meant 
Seneca ; but the (tile of Seneca is the ciiredt oppolite 
to that of Agamemnon, turgida oratio ; and Nodot’s 
Agamemnon is a flat deejaimer of tfie ^Schools. 


t This is what is now filled La Cmsiit lar movant Tranfator* 

A The 



exxrj/i 

The chmder of Trimalcion is as abfurdly fuppofec} 
to be deligned for Nero, Ho couhi a young Emperor, 
who, after all, bad wit and talents, be reprefenttd by an 
old ridiculous tax-gatherer, who made feads for parabtes 
ftill more ridiculous than himfelf, and who fpeaks with 
as mTrtli ftupidity and ignorance as the Bourgeois 
Ceniilhomme, the Gentleman Cit, of Moliere ? 

How could the dirty idiot Forrunaia, who is much 
below Madame Jour dam be fuppofed the wife or 

miftrefs of Nero ? What connexion could ^ fett of 
rabble, who fculk in blind alleys, and fupport them- 
felves by filching, have with the magnificent and volup- 
tuous Court of an Emperor? What perfon of common 
fenfe, in reading this licentious writing, mufb not imme- „ 
diatcly conclude, that it was penned by fome loofe young 
fellow of parts, but whofetaftc had not been )etfoi:*:.ed •, 
who, according to the vein he was in, wrote fometimes 
good lines, and fometimes bad ones ; who mixes often 
low humour with higher wit; and who was himfelf an 
example of the decadence of tafte which he complains of? 

The key they have given to Petronlus is much fuok^ 
another as they have made to the Charafters of La 
Bruyere. Both are written by guefs. 

. D’Olivet (Jofeph), an Abbe, Counfellor of Honour 
to the Council of the Counts dcDole, alfo a Member of 
the French Academy. He was born at Salins in 1682. 
He obtained a name in literature by his Hijlory of the 
Jcalcmy, at a time when they defpaired of ever feeing 
any thing of the kind which fiiould equal that by 
Pdifon. 

We owe him alfo moil elegant and faithful tranflations 
of the philofophic writings ot Cicero, enriched with judi- 
cious remarks. All that author’s works, printed under 
his infpcdlion, and illuftrated with his notes, are a noble 
monument to prove that the (hidy of the Ancients was not 
neglcfted in this age. He fpoke his own language 
wiili as much purity as Tully did his, and has rendered 

• A Chara(.ler in the play before mentioned. Tranjlator* 
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oreat fervice to the French Gram/nar, by obfcrvntions 
both cnticd ami infrcnious. 

We owe to him, liJcewiie, the eJirion of a book inthleJ, 
Of the JVeaknefs cf the hlurdanUthlcrjknduy, written hv 
M. Huct, Biihop of Avranchc, after a long experi-j-nce 
had tnugiit him to deipde the aoiurd nriliiics of the 
Schools, and the rubbiih of the birb irons 

The Je lb its, authors ot the Journal kdh'; hwe:, ex- 
claimed againll: the Abbe d’Olivet, and denim tii.u bno{; 
to be written by Bilhop iluet, on the lolc pnrcncc that 
it was unbecoming an old Prelate cf Normaraiy to 
. pronounce the fchool-diviniry to be lidiculons, and tiiar 
the legends refembled the four ions of /limon ; as if 
“it was neceflary to the edilicacion of tlic wotld, tint a 
Norman Bilhop iliould be a dnvJler. In the lame 
mann^luy affirmed, that theMcmoiis of Cardinal l)e 
Petz wem not written by himielr. 'Fhe Abbe crOlivet 
anTvvered them, in the bcil manner poffible, by producing 
the original copy beloie the Academy, in Bi!ho[) 1 lint’s 
own m.inulcnpL. llis age and his merit a:c om exciile 
for* placing him, as well as the Prehdent Hcnault.^ in a 
Ihf where v\c hav^e made it a rule not to ipeak of any 
but the dead. 

D’Orlhans (Jofeph), a Jei'uit. He was the firft 
perfon that ever chofe in hilfory the revolutions of 
btates for his folc fubjedl. Thole ot hcngland, which he 
wrote, arc in an eloquent ilile •, but fince the acra of 
] j'enry \'iIL he is more copious than fnthiul. He 
died in /6g8.# 

Oz^VNAM (James; was boin a Jew, near Dcnibes, in 
»^' 40 . Ide taught himkdr gecrmiiy, ^Atheut anuiltci, 
at the nge of I’tieen. He v;ar. rhe hr.f d-eit cecr Nvrotc 
a JMatkwmkal Dkl cuary. 'l bs luab mhcai RureJms 
are alv\ ays upon laic, ] Ic died m i h N 


* He uTed to fiy that the illi:cr.itc 
tls the mod Icf5i:v,'a, which w.is 
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Pagi (Antony), a Provencal, born in 1624. Iir 
was a Francifean. He correfted Baronius, and had a 
pcnfion from the Ckigy for that work. He died in 
1699. 

ii.^piN (Ifaac), born at Blois, in 1657. A Calviniff. 
He quitted his religion, and then wrote aga nll it. He 
died in 1709. 

pARUins (Ignatius-Gadon). A J^Aiit, born at Pan, 
in 1638, known by ids Ecu.ents of Geomctiy^ and by his 
t.eatile On the SouU of Brutes. 

lo imagine with Hefcartes that the Brute Creation 
are but iiniple machines, void of lenlations, thouf;h 
f(/rmcd With the proper organs for thrm, is to deny cv- 
perience, and to afifont Nature. I'o hiy t!iat they ao: 
informed with a puie fpirit, is to affirm what it is im- 
poffible to prov’c. To acknowledge that t !.(5 inferior 
animals are endowed witli lenlations and memory, widi- 
out pretending to know how they oj'erate, is talking 
like a rational man, vvho knows that !p;noranee is a betti r 
thing tlian error. For of what work of Nature do we 
know the fnlt principles? J Icdied in 1(077. ^ 

Parent (Anthony), born at Pari , in lO'ffi. A goodl 
Mathematician. Fte is another cf thole wlio taught 
themielves geometry, without a mailer. What is die 
mod remaikablc thing in his charaCler, is, that he lived 
a long time at Paris, tne and happy, upon an income 
that was Icarccly two hundred livrcs a-year. He died 
in 1716. 

Pascal (Blailc), born in 1623, fon of the firft Intcn- 
dant that was appointed at Rouen, and a moll fqrward 
genius ; but he would exert the fupcrioi ity of his talents, 
as Kings do rheir power, by preluming to fubjed and 
overcome every thing by authority, ihe dclpotic and 
jhapercilious air which he manifeds in his fhoti^hts on 
various Subjects., has difgudcd many readers. He ffiould 
have propofed his realons more mocledly. However, 
both eloquence and the French langua^K^ are much in- 
debi-ed co'him. " 


The 
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The enemies of Pafcul and of Arnold contrived to 
fupprefs their elogies, in the catalogue of Ulunr:c'i!i 
publilhed by Perrauk ; upon which oicJica 
this paifage of Tacitus was tired — Ci[j:ks 
et Ervins eo ipfo fuod ecrum effigies non vijehuntur. i Ic 
died in 1662. 

Pati?v^ (Guyj, born at lloudan, in idoi. He was 
a phyfician, but more famous ior his llafidcrous letters 
than his medicines. A colletlion of tluin was read 
with avidity^ becaufe ihey contained privute aneeddes, 
and the occurrences - f the times, of which every one is 
.fond ; :ind fatires too, of whiidi they are II ill 
'fonder, d'hey Icrve to Ikcw that c(;temporary wnteis, 
•who minute down the news ot tlic day, are but trea- 
cherous guides hiilory. d heie articles ot inielli- 
gcncc**^^‘c often tound to be falle in ia:(, ormilrepie- 
iented ciirough malignity. Befides, thefe multitudes ot 
tilling fadts arc only relilked by finail gc mules. 
Me died in P*' 2. 

P^TiN (Charles', born at Paiis, in td]^, was Ton to 
Q.:; Patin. Ills works are read by the tludious, and 
thole or his father by the idle. Pie was a leaincd^ 
Anti(|uary ; bur c|ultted France, and died Pruteffor ot 

Phytic at Padua, in 1O93. , r n. 

Patru (Oliver), born at Pans, in 1604-, the liiO: 
who introduced piinlv ot language at tlie Bai. lie 
leceived, in li's ‘ Jatl ' fa kneb, a giatuiiy irom Louis 
>AV. who had been told iliat he was pi/or. He died in 


Pwitco^r (Sfephvm). born at Pan?, m i 

was Artornov Cmncta] to the iOrliamcni of Ish'LZ, and 
knrnvn by lome ph'.cs or poetry wnnen in a natural 
and unalYecled ttile. jledicd in i/Og. ^ 

PnL^sso^;-Fo^:TA^Jl^.R (Paul), bvjin a Calvindl, at 
Bflkrs, in 1624. An indiffeirmr poet, but a man of 
great knowledge and elocpucncc. 1 ia* was tiriVclerk am. 

• 

* Upon his btliify received into ihr Ftcr-ch Acr.ucm,, he 

oration of thanks, dh;.h imt irttrcciuccd tha cuiiom, and wiucR Ha. 

conuubicd, ever lince. iianjktur. Confidant 
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confidant to the Supenntendant Fonquet ; and fent to 
the Baiiille in 1661, where he remained four years and 
a half, for having been faithful to his mafirer ; and fpenc 
the remainder of his life in bellowing eulogiums on the 
King that had dej)rived him of his liberty. Such things 
never happen but in monarchies ^ 

Being more of a com tier than a philofopher, lie 
changed his religion, and made his fortune. Mailer of 
the Kxchequcig Mailer of the Requells, and Abbe, he 
was commifiioned to employ one-third of Ids ItewartU 
fldp to make the Huguenots auit their religion, as he 
had done. 

I'lis Hillory of the Academy was much applauded.' 
He wrote many other works : Prayers for ihe Mafs^ a, 
Cciktlion of gala), t fkces^ a Prea.tifc on the Eucharijf be- 
fides a number of love odes to Olimpia. 

This Olimpia was Mademoiielle Des-Vieux, who was 
faid to have been contracted to tlie celebrated M. IHl- 
iuet, before he had entered into the diureh. But the 
works that did i'elilfon the moil honour, weie his ex- 
cellent defence of Menheur Fouquet, and his Iljh.y 
of the Con qa eft of Franche -Comic. 

The iTotefiants fay that he died v/iih peri eft iiidiF 
ference ; the Catholics lay quite the contrary ; but both 
agree that he died without the facrament. He died in 
1603. 

iftiiKAULT (C1 .uk1Ius\ born at Paris, in 1613. He 
was a Phyfician, but never praftilcd in his profcfiion, 
except for the relief of his friends. FJe became, with- 
out the aflllbnce of any mailer, cmiiienl: in drawdng 
and mechanics. I :e was a good phylleian, a good ar- 
chitect, an epx(mirager of the arts under the j^roteftion 
of Colbert, and enjoyed a reputation, in Ipite ot Boi- 
icau 'f . He died in 1688. 

IftuiRAULT (Charles), born in 1626, brother to the 
foimer. He was Comptroller-General of tiie Buiklinng 
under Colbert, foimcdthcplan of the Acadcanies of Faint- 

* Where can Kings be praifed, but in monarchic!) ? PtaFlalor. 
t Who abufcvl him. Ibid, 



cxxxlll 


THE AGE OF LOUIS XlV. 

inpj, Sculpture and Architefture ; and was very fervice- 
able to men of letters, who pa^d him great court during 
the life of his patron, but abandoned liini after his 
death. 

He is reproached with having too much under rated 
the merits of the Ancients ; but his greateft fault^as 
the bad criticifms he made on them and his having 
made enemies even of thofe whom he might have brougiic 
into competition with them. Idiis queifion (between 
the Ancients and the Moderns) has been, and will 
continue long, a divided opinion, as much as it 
•-was in the days of florace. There are numbers of 
people in Italy who cannot read Homer without being 
'tired, and every day Ariollo and Tailb with delight 
call Homer, notwithftanding, incompiVraU: ! He died 
in lyofl 

N. B. It is faid in the Literary Aiccdoies^ vol. If. 
page 27, that Addifon having made a prefenc of his 
works to Defpreaux, he, in return, alTured him that he 
would never have written againft Perrault, If he had 
before perufed fuch excellent pieces by a modern hand. 
How could they infert fuch an abfurd fallity ? Boi- 
lean never imdeidcood a v/ord of Englidi ; no Frencli- 
man ftudied the language at that time: it was not till 
towards the year 1730 tint they began to be at all 
acquainted with it. Befidcs, even though Addifon, who 
tiled to ridicule Boilcau, was acquainted with him, why 
Ihould not Boileau have written againft Perrault in 
favour of Ancients, whofc praife is exalted by Addi- 
fon jn all his works ? But, as I faid Ibmewherc be- 
fore, let us never give credit to any of thele av.as^ 
to any of tliefe little anecdotes. A lure way to 
talk like a fool, is to repeat at hazard whatever one 
hears. 

* From which circum (lance it may be fuppoftjcl that he wanted talle 
for their beauties, or was not lufficicnt maltcr their language, lliis, 
Si leall the latter part, was exadly tite caft of Voltaire hiinlelf, vyith 
regard to Shakelpeare; he hrfl tranflated him ill, ana then criticiicd 
his own travelly. Tranf, . 

> 3 


PiTAU 
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Petau (Denis), born at Orleans, in 1583. A Jc- 
fuit. He reformed the chronology, and wrote feventy 
works. He died in 1652 

Petis de la Croix (Francis) was one of thofe whom 
thej];rerU Miniller Colbert encouraged, and whofe merit 
he rewarded. Louis XIV. fent him into ’Furkey and 
into Ferfia, at the age of fixteen, to learn the Oriental 
languages. Who wouhl believe that he compoftd a 
part of the life of Louis XIV. in Arabic, and that the 
book is elieemed in the Eaft ? 

He wrote the llifiory cf Gen^is-Kan, arj cf "I oma lanc^ 
comtiled from the ancicut Arohlan Authors^ and ieveral 
other ufeful books ; but his tranflation of the Theufand 
Ghd one Daysf^ is more read than any of them, 

L’homme eH: de pla''c mix verites, 

J1 ell tie tea peur le meiilouge. 

Thougli men to truth are cold as ice, 

I'heir hearts are warm to iubtle fidtion. 

He died in 1713. 

Petit (Peter), born at Paris, in 1617. A philo- 
fopher and a man of knowledge. He lonly wrote in 
Latin. He died in 1687. 

Pezrom (Paul), of the Ciilertian Order. Fie was 
born in Bretagne, in 16^9, A great Antiquary, who 
inveftigated the origin of the Celtic language Fie 
died in 1706. 

Pin (Louis clu), born in 1637. A D^ftor of the 
Sorbonne. His Library of Ecclejrfiical Authors has 
gained him much reputation, and fume cneni.es. ' He 
died in 1719. 

Placette (John la\ of Bearn |], born in 1639. 
A proteilant miniller at Copenhagen and in Holland, 
Fltcemed for various works. Fie died at Utrecht, in 
1718. 

t He is more generally known by the appellation of Peta^ius. Tran* 
t Should it not be Nights ? Ibid. 

J The language of the Goths /bid. 

II A province of France; which 2 mention, tO 4i(linguilh F frcJi^ 
Jern in Switzerland, /bid. 
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J^OMCNAC (Melchior de), a Cardinal, born at Vclay, 

in 1662. He was as good a l.atin poet as any one can 
be in a dead language-, and a man ot great eloquence 
in his own. He was one of thole who have proved 
that it is eafier to write Latin than French verfes. 
Unluckily for him, in combating Lucretius he Hnp - 
pened to oppofe Newton. He died in 1741. 

De Pont[s. His Memoirs have been fo muck in 
vogue, that it is nccefiary to lay that tliis man, who 
had done lb many great things for the lervice of the 
King, is the only one who never mentioned him-, there- 
fore thefe Memoirs are not his. Tluw were the produc- 
"tion of Du Folfe, one of the Writers of i'ort Royal. 
, .He pretends that his hero took the name of his ellate in 
Dauphine ; but there is no manor of iliat denomina- 
tion in Dauphine. it is even doubtful whether there is 
fuch a place as Pontis exiting any where. 

, The Portative Hiltorical iJidionary, in four volumes, 
ahirms that thele Memoirs are genuine. They are, 
however, ftiiffed v/ith fables, as Father d’Avrigny has 
j)roved, in the preface to Jiis hillorical memoirs. 

PoREH (Chailes\ born in Norman-Jy, in 1675. A 
Jeluit. He was one of the linall number of ProfefTors 
who was well elteemcd in the polite world. His elo- 
quence was in the (file of Seneca. He was a poet and 
a man of wit. His greandf merit was to render his pu- 
pils tontl (jf letters and of virtue He died in 1741. 

r.-A PoPvTE, firlt Valet-de-chambrc to the (^leeii- 
Mother, and Ibme time alfo to Louis XIV. Flc was 
thrown intefprifon by Cardinal Richelieu, and threatened 
with death, to force him to betray the fccrets of his 
millrds, which, however, he did not reveal. 

Among tlie heap of memoirs that unfold the hiflory 
of that age, thofe of La Porte are not to be defpifed *, 
they Ihew an honelf man, an cnnmy to artifice or flat- 
tery, and rigid even to pedantry. He acknowledges 
he had informed the Qtieen that her too great lamilianry 
with Cardinal Mazariii diminiflled*the refpefl: of her 
nobles and people towards her. 

H his Anu-JuUerctius ; dc Deo et Naturd» TraniJator* 

14 . There 
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There is in thefe Memoirs an anecdote on the in- 
fancy cf Louis XIV. that ought to have rendered the 
memory ol' Cardinal Mazarin execrable, if he had been 
capable of the fiiamcful crime v/hich La Purre feems to 

impute ro him. ' * * * 

m ^ ^ ^ 

* * * # 
, f * 
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PuY (Peter duj, fon to Claudius du Puy, Counfellor 
to the Parijament, a very learned man, was born in 
Fiance, in 1583. 1 he knowledge of Peter du Pui was 

ufeful to the State. He laboured more than any one at 
fearching out old maps, and feeking after the crown- 
lands that had been Iwallowcd up in many manors. He 
unravelled the intricacies of the Salic law as much as it 
was pofi'ible, and proved the liberties of the Galilean 
Church were only a part of the original rights of the 
ancient Churches. It appears from his hiilory of the 
Knights-Templars, that there were many criminal perfons 
among them, but that the condemnation of the whole 
Order upon that account, and the execution of fo many 
of the members, were ads of the molt cruel injultice that 
ever were committed. He died in 1652. 

PuY-S£GUR (the Marllial de) has left us an Jrt of 
}Var^ as Boileau has given us an Art of Poetry, 

Quesncl (Paquierj, born in 1634, of the Oratory. 
He was very unhappy in having become die lubjed of 
a great dhTcntion among his compatriots. Berides, he 
lived poor, and in exile. 

His manners were ieverc, as they are of all thofe who 
pafs their lives in difputes. About thirty .pages altered 
and foftened in his book, w^ould have faved his country 
much contention but then his name had not been 
lo famous Hcdied in 1719*. 


• 11 is Moral Rcjle.^ichs upon the New Pejlament, a work of great 
Xnerit, gave the moll oflencc to the JefivtSy as containing feme tenets 
which favoured Janfenifm. The (infmnous) ^\i\\ Unigmitus 

pndcmneci lOi propoficiuns coniaincd ink.' Pramlator, 

QyyitH 
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^^TiEjaMichael le), born in i66r. A Dominir-n 
A .«cih of groat knowledge. He laboured much 
about the Laftern Churches, and alio about the 
tnghni Hierarchy. He particularly wrote a<.ainll 

°^dinations° by 

Froteftant B; hops ; but the Englifl, fct as little vaiT» 
upon thele dilpuies, as the Tuiks did on the differta 
tions about the Greek Church. He died in lyoa 

C^a.NAULT (Philip), born at Paris, in 1635 Auditor 
of Acconipts, celebrated on account of his fwcet lyric 
poems, and* for the mildnefs which he oppofed to the 
very iinjuft latires of Boileau againa him. 

Qiiinault was in his way much fuperior to Lulli* 
He will be always read ; and Lulli, excepting his recil 
tative, will fcarcely ever be lung any more. However ic 
was rhought, in the time of (^linault, that he owed 
ail his reputation to Lulli. d’ime alcertains the 
tri;e value of every thing. 

Me lliareJ, in common with other great men, the 
bouncy ot Louis XIV. but it was a pittance. Vhe 
greater liberality was bellowed on Lulli. He died in 


^ N. B. 7 here is o. Rory in ihe: Li Urnry that 

Boileau, being at ihe Opcra^Houle at Verlailles, 
laid to the box-keeper, “ S:r, place me where I 
cannot hear the words, I am fond of the mufic 
of Lulli, but have a fovereign contempt for die 
“ metre J of Q^uinault.^’ 

Jt is not probable, however, that Boileau ever faidfogrofs 
a thing. If fliey had reflrained thcmfelves to have made 
him lay, “ Place me where I can only hear the mufic,” it 
ud been enough ; but it would have been, neverthelefs, 
J^iijull. Lulli has been lurpafled in every thing, except 
his Recitatives ; but Quinault has never been equalled. 

Qninault wrote Operas, and Lulli coinpored the muhe to them. 
> ranUator. 

. t Wl\ole mufic was ihoupht to have brought the Author^s Poetry 
nito vogue. Ibid. . ^ 

f The word is Mujtque here, which I have taken the liberty of 
c anging, in order to mark the diilindion between ihe Poet and the 
i ulician, which is confounded in (hs orjgii al, Uid^ 

Quincv 
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QiTiNcr (the Marquis de ), Lieutenant-C^’^crrd'f^f . 
the Artillery, and Author of Ihe Military Ilijio'iy of 
Louis XM, He enters into minute details, which 
may be ufeful to thole who would follow in their read- 
injT the operations of a caiTipaip;n. I'hefe details may 
furhlfh examples, in cafes exadly the lame way cirt unv 
ftanced *, but this is rarely met with, either in bufmefs 
or in war. The rcfemblances are always imperfedi-, 
and the difTerences always great. 'Fhe conduc'd: of war 
is like ganies of flcill, which can only be learned by 
praftice, and the days of aftion are often ‘but g^mes 
of chance. 

Quintinie (John la), born at Poitiers, in 1626. 
He taught the art of cultivating garden.s and of traiv. 
jplanting trees. His precepts have been followed by 
all Europe, and his talents were liberally rewarded by 
Louis XIV. 

* Racine (J^>hn), born at La lArte Milon, in 163.9. 
He was educated at Port Royal. He wore the cccle- 
fiaftical habit when he wrote the I'ragedy of T^hcagencs^ 
which he dedica ed to Molie e, and that of i hs 
Brother Enemies^ of which iVlohcre had given him the 
fubjccl'. He is intiruied Ihior ot Epinai, in the Phvl- 
lege du Rci of hi.'i AndrortiacU, 

Louis XIV. was leiifible of his extraordinary merit. 
He appointed him one of his Geiuleinen in Oi dinary, 
named him fumetimes of his parries to Marly, made 
him lie in his chamber in one ot lies illncflcs, and 
heaped kindndVes up.on him^ iiotwichftanding which, 
poor Racine died of grief, c-r fear, at h‘^s Iniving of- 
fended him. He was not fo great a philoEpher as he 
was a poet. 

I'he world rendcied him but tardy jufrice. ‘‘ We have 

been afFcdhed (fays St. Evremond) by Mariamne, by 
‘‘ Sophonilba, by Alcione, by Andromache, and by 

Biitaniiicus.” Thus did they place not only the 
wreiched Sophoniiba^ of Corneille, but even the poor 
pieces of Alcione and of Mariamne by the fide of his 
immortal niaficr pieces. Hie gold is confounded with 
the clay during the lives of the artifts— it is death that 
feparates them. 
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LlJr^orthy of remark, that Racine havine con- 
foltefl Corneille upon his T.agedy of Alexander, Cor- 
neille advilcd him never to attempt the Bulkin ; affurincr 
him, that he had not the lealt talent for fuch kind of 
compofi'ion. 

\Ve ftniild not forget to mention here, that RaeVne 
wrote againft the Janfcnilfs, and afterwards turned 
Janlenift himfelf. He died in i6nr), 

Racine (Louis), fen to the immortal John Racine, 
followed the traces of his fatiier, but in a path too 
narrow, and unworthy the Mufes. lie underilood the 
mechanifm of verfe as well as his fatiier, but pofielTed 
neither his genius nor his graces. He wanted both 
•invciuion and 

He was a Ja.dcnilL as well as his father, and inofl of 
liis vcrlcs wcie written for that fcd\ There are Ibme 
^’,ood lines to be found in liis l^oeni on Grace, and 
iif that on Religion too *, tiioui^h this latter is too di- 
dactic and forma! for poely, and merely a tranfeript of 
PrfeaFs Rcjlctlions *, but enlivened by fome fine de- 
fcrij^iions, lucli as thoie in the lecond Canto, in which 
he both tranfiates and controverts Lucretius. 

C?t cTprit, o morn^ls ! qui vous rend fi jaloux, 

N’clt qu’un fcii qui s’^llume & s’etcint avec vous, 

Qnini p ir d'aliicux filloi «? I’inipl ^c.'lde vieilltUe 
A hit tin fioiit hid.-ex iniDOnic la trllUL*, 

dans un corps com be fous ua amas dc jour<!, 

Le (arhj cotnnie a regrec fcmble achever ton cours ; 

Loriqii’en des yeux converts d’un lugubre nuage 
Jl nN in»e des ohjets qu’une inriJcIe lana ’c ; 

Qjj’cn deSfis chaquejour le corps tombe & peiit: 

En ruidcs audi j'e vois comber Perpiit, 

L’ame iiiouranie a!ors, flambeau fans nourriiure, 

Jetto par intervnlle line liieur cbibure, 

Ti ifle d edin de rhomme ! il airive au tornbeau, 
flus faible, plus enfant qu’il iierefl au berceau, 

^ The prefs Libot*rs under fuch mechatucal Poets, every day ; who 
tiot being able to write good profe, iliicld tl^cir weakneis under bad 
veife. home great names may be rankeS und«r the lirft part of the 
above defription, though they deferve neither of the cenfures in the 
latter part. Senfe and wij cannot make a Poet ; they are but his 
pO(jy« Invention and iirngination are bis foul, Translator* 


When 
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La mort cu coup fatal frappe entln I’edifice : 

Dans^in dernier fonpir athcvant Ton fupplice, 

Lorfque vuide de fang le cocurrefte glace, 

Soa ame s’evjpure, & lout rhomme cil paiTe. 

That foul, vain mortals, which ye rate f ) high. 

Connate v^ilh us is form’d to live and die. 

When loathfome wrinkles (hall in time difgrace 
The florid hue of Youth’s once jocund face ; 

When through decrepid limbs the blood’s weak force 
With lingering labours to perform its courfe ; 

When eyes deep funk are dimm’d by length ef years, 

Through which each objedt faithleisly appears ; /, 

When filth impairs betoken our decay. 

The foul refponlive languilhcs away : 

For (lie, but nourifli’d in the body’s fram^, 

Like lamps cxhaulled, yields a quivering flame. 

Hard fate of man! whole lot is to be curft 
With fccond childhood, feebler than the tirfl ! 

“Death ftrikes, at length, the nodding edifice. 

When foul and body pciilh in a trice : 

For when tins vaunted foul breathes out its date. 

The compound Man becomes annihilate •. 

He fometimes challenges, in this Poem, the 
Whatever is, is right,” of Shaftefbury and Boling- 
broke, lb well put into verfe by Pope. 


Sans doute quVi ces mots des bords dc la Tamife, 

(Juielque abftrait raifonneur qui ne fe plaint de rien, 

Dans fen flcgmc Anglican s’ecriera, Tout elt bien. 

Without doubt, at thefe words, on the banks o( the Thames, 
Some Stoic abltradl, v\ho concerns him at nought. 

With a true Britilh phlegm, cries. Things are ac they ought, 

Racine, in quality of fanfenift, was of opinion’ that 
almofl: every thing has been wrong a long time. lie 
accufed Pope of irreligion. I’ope was the fon of a Pa- 
pift, which is the denomination given to Roman Catholics 
in England. Pope, educated in that religion, which he 
fometimes turns into ridicule in his Epillies, would ne- 

* M. Voltaire’s turn ftf mind may be plainly fecn by the piece he 
quotes from him. He did notchufe openly to fupport the opinion he 
here rcpubliflies, but takes care to drop ii^in your way, cn pajjantt as 
if by accident. Tranship « 

ver 
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quit ir, though he was philofopher, or 
ratRw^ecaufe he was philoibphcr enough to think that 
it was of little confcquence to change it. 

Pope was much piqued at the acculations of Racine^ 
and Rarnfey undertook to reconcile them. He was a 
.Scotchman, of the clan of the Ramfeys, of which he 
the name, according to the cullom of that country. He 
came into France, after having taken his degrees in 
Prelbyterianifm, Protellantifin, and (^lakerifm, and at- 
tached himfelf to the illufirious Fcnelon, whofe life he 
has writtenS He w'as the author of Cyrus^ a very feeble 
imitation of Tlemachus. He ventured to write a letter 
'to Racine, under the name of Pope, in which he leems 
* to vindicate himfell:. 

1 lived a whole year with Mr. Pope ; I knew that’he 
was incapable of writing in French, that he could hardly 
ipeak a lentencein our language, and perilled our authors 
vwth great dihic ulry. This was pubiickly known in 
lengland. I therclore aHiiied RcUone that tnis letter was 
written by Ivamiey, and not by Poipe. 1 was willing to fiaevv 
him the ritiiculou’nels of Inch a linelTc. I alio ^/avc the 
llory to the Public, in a chapter on lope, which v\aji 
reprinted often during the lile of Pope himlell. 

Flowcver, alter liis death, Abbe H Avocat printed 
this forged letter of Ramfey’s, and has imputed it ro 
Pope in his Portative Iliftorical Dictionary, wlieve he 
has alfo copied ieveral articles from the fiifl editions of 
this Catalogue of Writers of the Age of l.ouis Xl\k Into 
which he has inferted many anecdotes that art intirely 
fallc. It if but jufticc to advcrtilc the Public of the 
truth. 

Ranch (John de Bouthillier), born in 1626, began 
with tranflating Anacreon^ and inilituted the fevere ie- 
form of La Tiappe, in 1O64. exempted himleu, as 

legillator, from the Lw which obliges thole who are dieic 
buried alive, to be ignorant of all ihe aflaiis ot thts 
world. He w'rote with elegance. ^ 

What inconftancy in human ftaturcl After having 

founded and governed his ipRitiuion, he rdigned tie 
^ fuper- 
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fuperiiitendency of it, and afterwards ftrove it. 

He died in 1700. ^ 

• Rapin (Rene, or Kenatus), born at Tours, in 1621, 
A Jefuir, known by the Poem of ^'he Gcrdcm^ in Latin, 
and by feveral other literary works. He died in iCS'y. 

•^APiN DE Thoyras (Paui), born at Cailrcs, in 1601^ 
a refugee in England, and a long time an Oflicer there, 
tingland was for many years iiakbted to linn 
for the only compleat good hiilory ever compiled 
of that kingdocn, and tlie only iiirparrial one they 
had of a country where a Ipirit ot party nuxe? 
itfelf with eveiy thing. It was even the only hif 
tory which could be natned in Lurope as any way ap^ 
preaching toward the perieciion required in woiks. 
of this kind, till theie lately appeared one piibldhed by 
the celebrated Hume, who knew iiew to write luilor} 
like a philofopher. He died at Welti, in WLL 

Keg[S (Sylvan), born at Agenois, in 1632. Hi^ 
philofophical wrinngs have Udt all their cnriency, from 
the c:rear difeoveries chat have been made fince. He 
died in 1707. 

Regnard (Francis), born at Paris, in 1647. lbs 
voyages alone w’ould have rendered him lamou'.. 1 Ic 
was the firft Fienchman who had ever travelled as tai 
as Lapland. He graved upon a rock theie, this veiic • 

Sifdimus hie liDidcm nobis ubi drfait 01 bis. 

He was taken captive on the lea, near Province, by 
the Corlairs, and made a flave at Algiers'; ranlomeo 
from thence, and eilablidted in France in the (o'iFis ot 
1 reafurer of the Kingdom, and Lieutenant of the V\ atvis 
and the P'orefts, Fie lived both a voluptuary and a pin- 
Icdopher, 

He was born with a lively genius, gay, and truly co- 
mic. Flis Comedy of The Gamcfter is ranked with thole 
of Moliere. One .muft be very ignorant of the oeiuus 
or talents of Authors,*’ to imagine he had llolen this p'ece 
from Dufieni. He dedicated Ins Comedy ot the A/r- 

‘ nuhnd 
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;.^^^j^p.®ef[)rcaux, and afterwards wrote againft him, 
becaofc he thought Boileau did not do him judice. 

This man, fo gay in his life, died ot chagrin, 
at the age of Bfiy-two. It was wh'fpcred alfo that he 
had precipitated his death, which happened in 1699. 

REGNiEie Desmarets (Seraphim), horn at Paris, ^ 
1632. He has rendered great fervice to Letters, 
and is author of fome French anti Italian poetry. Me 
nuule one of his Italian pieces pafs for Pctiarclds. 
lie could not have paff d Ids French verics, however, 
under the n!^nc of any g'cat {^oet. Me died m 1713. 

Renaudot (Theophralliis), a phyfician, and very 
know ng in more things than one. Me was the hdl 
•publisher of Gazettes in France. He d.ed in lya.o. 

Renaudot (Lulebius), born in 1696, very knowingin 
hiilory, and well Ikillcd in the Oriental iangiiages. He 
oucdit to be reproached with liaving prevented the Dic- 
timiary of M. Boyle from being printed m France. 
He died in 1720. 

Revneau (CharleG, born in 1656. lie was of the 
Oratory, and of the Aca ieny ot Sciences. I le was 
author of the A-iahfis dcviiGnjiratci^ publ; lin'd in 1708. 
He was (tiled the 'KucHiI oi the higner geometry. lie 
died in 1728. 

Riciielet (Cmkir-Pcter), the firfl: who ever publidied 
a dictionary chicOy latirical^; an example more nan- 
gcious tlian ulcful. He is 'dfo the hill: authored a dic- 
I ionary in rhiines ^ a poor work, Vv’hich only ic. ves to 
(hew how (ew good or rich rhinies tlierc are in our 
poeiy, and proves the great difliculty there is to wnte 
tole Table verJc in the i’rench language. 

Richelieu {the Caidmal dc). As Imuis \l\ . wts 
born during his m nifciy, we ought to cLls^ among tne 
writers of this illudrious Age the founder ot the brench 
Academy, and author himlclt ot leveral works. He 
trarned A/ee Method of Controverfy. during his tLile at 
Avignon, after the airafTinacion of liie Marflaals D'Aii- 

• To which may be adde J, olfiejitcal \oq. 



THE AGE OF LOUIS XIV. 


cxiiy 

ere and Galigai, his proteftors. His Prhicipiil^Py^ls of 
the Catholic Religion^ Injlru^iions for a Chrijlmn^ and ^Tkc 
PerfeBion of a Chrijliafty were written about the lainc 
time. 

It is, however, certain, that he did not compofe V/e 
Terfe^lion of a Chrijlian at the time that he had the Mar- 
fhal of Marillac condemned to death in his own houle at 
Kuel, and that he was with Marion de l Onne in his 
apartment, when the Judges pronounced tlic icruence 
diftated by him. 

There are leveral verlls in his (lilc, ^-in the alle- 
gorical Tragi-comedy intitkd Eurepa, and in thq 
'iVagedy of Mir amts. It is laid that he gave to live dif- 
ferent authors the fubjedls of pieces that wcie afier-’ 
wards reprefented at the Cardinal’s palace; and that he 
had done better only to have employed Corneille, and 
left the fubjeft to his own ( lioice. iJiit the bell: of ins 
works was the dike at Rochelle . 

The Abbe L’Avocat, Librarian of the Sorbonne, 
pretend?, in his Ihftorical DiEtcuary^ that Cardinal 
Richelieu was author of the E'lftamcnit winch jmlles un- 
der his name. He thought it was heconrng in him to 
pay ibme refpeef to the memory of the bt nififtor of the 
Sorbonne ; but it was rendering a great dn'frvice to his 
memory, to accufe him of having written a book in 
which there arc faults of every kind. If, unhappilv, a 
Mindler of State could have been capable of crauT ofmg 
fo wretched a work, all tliat can beconeduded irem :t io, 
that a man may be a great Miniftcr, or rarhc:, a fuc- 
cefsful one, with a peifect ignorance of the moR com- 
mon faffs, liable to the grollcit * rr<,r,i, and apt to ibi in 
the molt ridiculous projccls. It is then to vindc. te 
the memory of Cardinal Richel.eu to demonllraie, as 
has alieady been done, that he could net ba the autlicr 
of this fame Eeftamcnt^ whic!), without his name, would 
have never been taken notuc of. 

f- ^ 

He contrived a dike to np ilit hidx'ur of Rochelle, then in 
polTcflion ('f the Huguenots, which prevented their heina iciicved by 
iea, and eiaihitfJ Xiouis XIH. :o take die town. Eranjlatov, 

The 
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The Abbe L’Avocat, though he was Librarian of 
thf fbonne, is deceived in laying, that there was found 
in that library a manufcript of this woik, with mar- 
ginal notes, in the Cardinal’s own hand-writing. The 
only manufcript fo marked, is one among the colled ion 
of papers relative to foreign affairs, and which was not 
placed there till the year 1705. It is not the I'e flame nl 
that is fo marked, but a fuccind narrative, compofed by the 
Abbede Bourzeis, to which, a long time after, was added 
this furrepcitious Teflament.; and the very marginal 
notes themfelves, written by the hand of the Cardinal, 
prove that ftis fuccind narrative was not his, as they 
point out the omiflions of the Abbe de Bourzeis, which 
fhould be fupplied. fee the Aniwer to Mr. de Fonce- 
*magne. 

There has been attributed to Cardinal Richelieu, J 
Hijioryof a Mother and her Son, This is a recital, falfe 
in many particulars, ot the unhappy difputes between 
Lillis XIII. and his mother. This feeble and maimed 
hiflory is probably written by Mezeray. But among 
the multitude of books with which the world is at pre- 
fent encumbered, what fignifies it from what hand an 
indifferent one has proceeded ? He died in 1642. 

Rier (Andrew du). Gentleman in Ordinary of the 
Bedchamber to the King, was a long time employed at 
Conftantinople, and in Egypt. He has left us a tran- 
flation of the Alcoran^ and of the Htfiory of Perfia, 

Rier (Peter du), born at Paris, in 1605. Secretary 
to the King, and Hifloriographer of France. He re- 
mained poor^ all his life, notwithftanding his appoint- 
ments. He v/rote nineteen dramatic pieces, and made 
thirteen tranflations, which were all of them well xe- 
ceived in his time. He died in 165S. 

Roche FOUCAULT (Francis Duke of), born in 
His Memoirs are read, and his Refledions are got by 
heart. He died in 1680*. ^ ^ 

Rohault (James), born at Amiens, in 1620, He 
abridged and explained, with perlpic^iity and method, 

* He was of the French School, as it may be ftiled-onc of thofe 
'hhelkrs of mankind who ad^ic no virtue in human nature. Ito^J ^ 

■VoL. I. k 
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the philofophy of Drfeartes, But nt prclcnt dm phi 
loibpby^ erroneous edni oil in every ihing, has A) 
uitiiCf exeep'ic thac of banp^ oppolcd to the triois or 
the Ancients, l ie died in lOp^ *\ 

ivOLLiN (Charles), born at Paris, in i 66 r. Me y/,is 
J vcftor of the U'^iveihty, and the iiril ol' that Body 
.who wrote Prench wifli purity and eloquence ; tiiou^di 
the latter volumes of his /iHc.ient Hifiory^ compoied la 
too great halle by other hands, are not equal to 
firft part, becaufc compileis are feldorn cloqiienr, and 
Rollin was : they arc, however, the belt, conq^ilaiioa 
that we have in any language. . 

His work would have been more valufible, if tlic au- 
thor had been more of a philolbpher. 'Fhere are a great 
many ancient hiftories, but there aie n ine v.hicli Hicw 
that philofophic fpirit of inveillgaticn which ddlin- 
o-uiflies the true from the ta.lle, the proliablc liorn the 
improbable, and palfes over every ciicumdance uleleis 
to mformaiion or refleclion. He died in 174 

Rotrou (John), hoin in 1609, the founder ot i!r' 
Theatre. The fird Scene, and a part of the fourth Ac;, 
of hhJVcnceJlaus^ a Tragedy, aremafer pieces. Coniciii'; 
called him his father. But wc !:now how much tnc l^n 
excelled the father. J/ciKcfnHs was not conii)ok<i 
till after the Cid. lie dual in 1650. 

IvoiT.wsi -\u i jo'm-Bciptid), hoin at Ihuig in ikgx 
Good verlcs, guvrat nrUs, and long misionunes, iMve 
rendered him ta v,ou.s. We muft either nucute to iii'a 
the couplets wliidi caul "I his banil. lueiU; coupler, ei 
the fame fnle c/ith many oii.ers whic h hr ackuowiedg* d, 
or brand the two I'ribunals vvluch decrieu a<uuii(l' h;r:i. 
Not but that two 'rribunals, or CvCn a moic jiumcriM > 
body, might ha\c r.riammoui'Iy committed as viokiU 
ads of mjuftice, viiere a Ip'uh of p.uty prevails', and 
there was a powerilil party roufed agairdl RouOeae, 
Few men ever excited, oi lullained, more enuficy. i 
whole Public role up againil him till his banilhmca.t, 

* He wrote nlfo fome pliiloforhlcal works himfelf, which ho 2 
merit. They are agiinll finllauial lorms, againlt the aitiibu t 
of fouls ttre f ra c creanoo, anci* againrt iliyCKai accR^’”' ' 
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and even for fome years after; bnr, rt the jlic- 

c^fs'of Lii Metre, his rival, the reception he met witl,^ 
h s reputation, which was thought uiurpccl, the arts he 
made life of to eftablifli to himfelf a lore ol’ fovereigrity 
in literature, provoked all the men of letters to reveic 
againfl: him, and reconciled them again to Roulfeau, 
whom they (food in no awe of. 1 hey brought over 
mod of the Public to his fide. La Motte appeared to 
them too happy, becaufe he was rich, and in favv air. 
But they forgot that this man was bind, and labauiing 
under difeal^ I'hey confidered Kouii'eau only as an 
unforfiflnatc exile, without retleclmg that is a greater 
misfortune to be blind and difeued, than to ,livc at 
.Vienna or Briiffcds. They wcie both, in rrut’g very 
unhappy ; the one by nature, aiiil the orhcT fioin the 
unlucky circunidance which oceafioned Ics fentcnce; 
and both together ferve to flaew how much injuliiec 
there is in Mankind, how capneiou-^ tlv./ a-e lu th.eir 
judgments, and what folly it is to be over-anxious ahour 
their opinions. He died at iTuf.els, in jpgp. 

Roulfeau had neither humour, nor grace, nor Ic ^ 
timenr, nor invention, in any of liis works. Me could 
turn a fraiixa, or a lool'e epigram, tolerably wadi; 
but his cpiillcs are written with an iron pen d!j)r in tlie 
moft loathfome galMd Lie call; the iVMdcmoncli'.« 
Louvancourt, vclwi \vcrr th.ee lovely iutc:c, a tno cf 
fitree iec'V''s. [-le calls the Counlcllor oi btaic M. Lou- 
ilic, a fnappijlj, cloivnijb jrick-lyjiiJ.tnp^, alter hav- 

ing been prolufe in his encomiums on him in a tornier 
very inddicRmt ode. The epithets ot rploHs fccni/dic.s, 
&c.»tarnilh his epiftles. We Ihould certamly maintain 
a fpirited demeanour towards our enemies*, but luLi 
fcurnlity as this, without the IcVl vvit cr liiimour, 
fiiews th.e rev-*rie of a noble Icul. 

As to the couplets which drove IvVA into banlfnmcnt, 
fee the articles La MoT'rr. and S’o ap; . ^ 

It muft he fufficient hereto ('hkiv'', that Roiuieati 
having confclTcd he In.d written li^o M tii j-t umortunate 

A llran^^e nicnphcr. ’'7 
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couplets, was guilty of all the others, in the opinion of 
all His judges, and of all impartial men. His conduft 
after his condemnation is far from being any proof in 
his favour. There arc letters yet extant from the Sieur 
Medinc of BrufTels, in one of which, dated May 7, 
are thefe words : Rouffeau had no other table 
but mine, no other afylum but my houfe ; he killed 
and embraced me a hundred times the very day that 
he preffed my creditors to arreft med’ 

Add to this a pilgrimage he went to Our Lady of 
Hall, and then judge whether his denial of the couplets 
is to be credited upon his own allevcratioif 

Rue (Charles de la), born in 1643. A Jefuit. A* 
French and Latin poet, and a preacher. He v/as one 
of thofe who were employed upon the books inti tied 
the Dauphins for the education of Monfeigneur. 
Virgil was the author that fell to his lor. 

He wrote fcveral Tragedies and Comedies. His Tra- 
gedy of Sylla was offered to iheTheatre, but refufed. lie 
compofed aiiother, called Lyfmachus, It is believed 
that he wrote great part of the Adriana. He lived in 
dofe intimacy with Baron, the after, from whom he 
learned to declaim. There are two I'ermons of his that 
were much extolled ; one called the Dyin^ Sinner., and 
the other the Dead Sinner. It was advertil'ed when he 
was to preach them. He died in 1725. 

Huimart (Thierry), a Bcnediftine, who died in 1707. 
He was a laborious critic. He fupported the argument 
againft Dodwcll f, that ‘‘ the Church had, in its pri- 
mitive times, a prodigious multitude of martyrs.” 
Perhaps he did not fufficiently dillinguifli the ma,ityi's 
from thole who died according to the eoiumon fate of 
morrahty ; the perfecutions on thefcore of religion, from 
iho'e that arole from political motives. Be that as 
it wii], lie IS reckoned among the learned men of his 
time. 

It was principally in this age that the Benedictines 
fnade the moil pfofcciind rdearches • as Marlene upon 

^ An eciucu vf li-c CIcfi]rs no'e<l /,« U/n;;! Dclpr'i^ii. ^^a?Aatcr, 
j An I Lu-ical wjiter. 7^A . 

' tire 
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the ancient rites of the Church. Tuillier and many 
Others alfo finilhed the raking out of the allies the 
rubbifli of the middle age. This was, befides, a nevy 
fort of ftudy, which was peculiar to the Age of Louis 
XIV. and it was only in France that the Benedidincs 
excelled in it. » 

Sabliere (Antony de Ramboiiillet de la). His ma- 
drigals are written with an art which excludes not the 
natural. He died in 1680. 

Sacv le Maitre (Louis-Ifaac\ born in 1613. One 
of the goQd^riters of Port-Royal, fhe Bible of Roy- 
his, and a Tranfation of the Comedies of Te- 
Wevee. ffe died in 1684. 

, His brother, Antony le Maitre, retired like him to 
Port-Royal, He had been a barriller, and was thought 
to be a man of great eloquence ; but he was deemed 
fo no longer after he had yielded to the vanity of print- 
ir^g his pleadings. 

There was another Sacy, a lawyer, and of the 
French Academy, but of another family, who gave . 
ils a very good rranflation of Pliny's Letiers^^ in 1701. 

Sage (Le), born in 1667. His novel of 67 / Bias is 
ftill read, becaufe it is written naturally. He died 
in 1747 

Saint-Aulaire (Francis-Jofeph de Beaupoil, Mar- 
quis of). It is a very fingular thing, that the befb 
verfes which he has left us were wric:en when he was 
above ninety years of age. He fcarccly ever cultivated 
his talents for poetry till he was pait fixty, like the 
Marquis de*la Fare f . 

Among the firft verfes that w'cre known to be his, 
were the following, which had been before attributed 
lo La Fare. 


O IVIufe legere k facile, 

Qoi fur le coteau d’Hclicon 
Vnucs oiFfir au vieil Anacre.m 
Cer arc charmant, cet art utile, 

Qui fait rendre douce & tranquile 
La plus incommode fiifon; 

V’’oU5 

* He wrote ajfo The i^q^helor of Salamanca ; The Devil on 
Sticks, as Le Diable Boiteux is vildy trandaicd ; Ke oj Juv^nturei of 
Don i^ixote, kc. Tranfator* ^ ' \ ri \ 

t iice the uriicle under his name, in lids catalogue of authois. Ibni, 

I- 3 
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Vnus qui de tant de flcurs fur le Parnafle cclofc* 

Orniez a fes cotes les graces 8c Je ris, 

Et qui cachiez fes cheveux gris 
Sous tant de couronnes de rofes, &c, 

/I hou light and airy Mufe fo plealing, 

Who on the top of Helicon 
Infoired the Old Anacreon 
Whh love and revelry nnceafing ; 

Which thawed in ancient blood the froft^ 

Nor let an inch of life be lod. 

Who culEd the flow ’rs from fwcet Parnafle, 

IJefore his mirth and gra es flrewn, 

And chaplets on his head did place, 

Nor let his filver Jocks be (hewn, Sec, 

it was Upon this piece that he was received into the 
Academy •, yet Roilcau relufed him his vote on this 
vciy account. He died in 1742, at near a hundred, 
fome fay a hundred and two. 

One day, at the age of ninety-five, he -fupped wit,h 
the Durhefs of Maine. She called him Apollo, and 
alhed him to leveal to her fomc fccret or others to 
wliicli he replied, extempore. 


La Div'nitc qui s’amufe 
A tuc demancicr inon fecret. 

Si j'ecais Ajn llon, nc ferait pofnt ma Mufci 
idle ferait I'lieiib, 8c le jour iiniiait. 

The Goddefs who now ftrives to gain 
A ftcret that I would retain ; 

Were I Pheebu., I’d refufe 
P^er to confftr^re iny Mufe ; 

Tiietis (he flK)uId r-ilethc fea^ 

And quick I’d clufe the lingering day., 

Anacreon, when much younger, wrote many things 
not fo pretty. If th^ Greeks had had writers among them 
equal to our good authors, they might have been Ibll 
more /ain, arid we fliould applaud them now wiih yet 
more reafon. 

Sainte-Marthe. * This family has been more than 
a century fertile in good Authors. The fird, 

Ch.irks 



-T.HE. AGE OF LOUIS XV. 


eU 

Charles de Sr.inte-Marthe, was eloquent, for his time. 
He died in 1555. 

Scevola, nephew to Charles, diflinguiflieJ himfcir 
both in letters and in public life. It was he tiiat re- 
duced Poitiers under the fovereignty of Menry IV. 1 le 
died at Loudun, in 1623, and the furious Crban Giaii; 
diet pronounced his funeral oratiop 

Abel de Sainte-Marthe, his foil, cultiwited letters, 
like his father, and died in 1652. His fon, named al- 
fo Abel, purfued his ])aths. Pic d.ed in i7(vj. 

Scevola and Lewis de Saintc-Marthe, twin-bro- 
thers, of the fird Scevola, and both buried in the 
fame tomb, in Paris, at St Severin’s, weie illiif- 
trioLis in Literature. I'hey coinpoied top^eliicr the GW- 
lid Chrijliana. 

Denis de Saintc-Martl.e, their brothcf', finiihcJ 
this work, and died at Paris, in a 7:5. 

Peter Scevola de Sainte Manlic, eldcO; brother 
to the lafl Scevola, was Lliftoriographer of Fiance, 
and died in 1690. 

Saint-Kvremontd (Charles), born i's Normandy in 
1613. A voluptuous moral, letters written to perfons 
belonging to the Court at a time wlien the word Court 
was fpoken with an empiiafis by all the world, and fome 
indifterent lines, which are called lamiliar veiies, writ- 
ten in illudrious focieties all thc!e, with agoodfliaie 
of wit, Contributed to the reputation of his works. 

A perfbn named Des Maifeaux publijl'ied them, with 
a life of the Author prefixed, which ot itieU is a large 
volume; and 4n this great folio thereare not lour interedf- 
ing pages. It is only fwclled with t}:e lame particulars 
that are to be found in the works of Saint Lvi-emond. 
Tliis is a piece of Bookfellcrs’ crair, and an a[)ule of the 
office of Editor. It is by fuch artifices that they have 
contrived to multiply volumes to infinity, without iii- 
creafing knov/leclge. 

Hib banilhmcnr, his philofophy, anci Ins writings, aie 
fufflcicnciy known. When iheyalVcd him, on h.s 

HepubllOicd fcveral ptfccsofpccrry; but big bed woA was one 
Hik’d Pa'aotro^hia, Jtu ul l''ue\o)H>n IJuLatio'ii* 'J 
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dcath-bcd, whether he would not reconcile’^ himfelf? 
he anfwered, “ I wiHi I could reconcile myfelf to a good 
appetite.” He lies interred in Weftminfter-Abbey, 
among the Kings and illuftrious Perfonages of England. 
He died in 1703. 

^SAiNT-PAvm (Denis Sanguin de). He was one 
among thofe men of merit whom Defpreaux confounded 
in his Satire with the bad Writers. The little we have 
of his is thought to be compofed with tafte and delica- 
cy. His perfonal merit is fhewn by the Epitaph made 
for him by Fieubet, the Mafter of Reejuefts, one of 
the moll: polilhed Wits of the Age. 

, Sous ce tombeau git Saint-Pavin, 

Donne des larmes a fa fin. 

Tu fus de Ics amis peut-etre ? 

Pleurc ton fort & le fien : 

Tu n’en fus pas? pleure le tien, 

Pallant, d^avoir manque d’en ctre# 

St. Pavin here Is laid in dull ; 

Grieve for his death all Readers muft ; 

For thofe who knew him loit a treafure. 

And thofe who did not milTed a pkafurc. 

He died in 1670. 

Saint-Pierre (Caftel Abbe de), a Gentleman of 
Normandy, who, though he had but a moderate for- 
tune, fhared it for fome time with the celebrated Varig- 
non and Fontenelle. He was a great political writer. 
The beft definition that could be given in general of 
his works, is what was faid of them by Cardinal Du 
Bois, that “ they were the dreams of a good Citizen.” 

He had the fimplicity to repeat over and over again 
the moft trivial maxims of morals \ and from a fimilar 
fimplicity, ufed to propofe impoffible things as praftica- 
ble. He was forever infifting on the projeft of a per- 
petual peace, and of a fort of Parliament of Europe, 
which he called the European Dietf. 

• A clerical expreffioA fa*- contrition, and making peace with one’s 
confcience, ^ranjlator, 

^ f On the model, I fuppofe, of the famous Council of the Amphyc- 
tion?, in Ancient Greece, and which avaircdihem not. Ibid. 

Apart 
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A part of this fame chimerical fcheme was imputed to 
Henry IV. ; and the Abbe de St. Pierre, the better to 
fupport his whimfey, pretended that this European Diet 
had been approved of and digefted by the Dauphin 
Duke of Burgundy, and that the plan had been found 
among the papers of that Prince. 

This fiftion he fuffered to pafs, in order the better* to 
recommend his projed •, although he honeftly acknow- 
ledged the letter in which Cardinal Fleury replied to his 
propofition. You have forgotten, Sir, one prelimi- 
‘‘ nary article in your fcheme ; the commencing with 
‘‘ fendjng^'a fufficient corps of Miffionaries to difpofe 
the hearts and minds of thefeveral Potentates in Eu- 
rope to accept it.’’ 

However, the Abbe de Saint Pierre was a very ufeful 
man. He greatly contributed towards the delivering 
EYance from the tyranny of arbitrary taxation. He 
wrpte, and otherwife exerted himfelf againil it. 

He was unanimoufly expelled from the French Aca- 
demy, for having, under the Regency of the Duke of 
Orleans, preferred a little too uncouthly, in his Poljy- 
mdta, the eftablifhment of Councils, to the manner ot 
governing by Louis XIV. Proteftor of the Academy. 
It was Cardinal de Polignac who made intereft to have 
him excluded, and carried his point. What is very 
extraordinary is, that at that very tiitie the Cardinal de 
Polignac had confpired againft the Regent ; and that 
this Prince, who gave apartments in his Palace to Saint 
Pierre, and who had all his family in his fervice, fuffer- 
cd this exckifion to take place. The Abbe de Saint 
Pierr-e never complained of this injuilicc; but continu- 
ed ftill to live, as a Philofopher, withtliofe veryperfons 
who had voted againft him. 

Boyer, formerly Bifliop of Mirepoix, his own fellow- 
ftudent, prevented his elogy from being pronounced at 
his death, in the Academy, according to cuftom. Thofc 
fading flowers ftrewn over the grave of an Academician, 
add nothing either to his fame orm^rit j but the refufal 
of them was an infult j andthefervices \yhiehthe Abbe 

dc Saint 
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dc Saint Pierre had rendered to the world, with hia 
tegrity, and gentlenels of manners, well deferved ano- 
ther fort of treatment. 

He died in 174 ^, at the age of eighty- two. \ few 
days before his death, I afked him wiiat he tiiMUglit 
j^Jboiit that event: to which he replied, “ As of a 
“ journey into the country.’’ 

The mod fingular trad: among his works, is on the 
future annihilation of Mahometanifm. 1 le fays that a 
t-ime will come, when reafon will prevail among men 
over fuperftition. Mankind will then, fays he, begin 
to compiehend, that rehgnation, decency, ai.i good 
works, are fufficient to recommend us to God. ’fif 
impoffible, he goes on, that a book wherein falfc pro- 
pofitions are found to be given for true ones, abfurddties 
are oppofed to common fenfe, and praifes befLowed upon 
unjuit adlions, could be a revelation derived from a per- 
fed Being. He fuppofes that in about five hundred 
years the human underftanding, even in the mod illite- 
rate, will view the Alcoran in its true light ; that even 
the Grand Mufti himfelf, and the Crdis alfo, will be 
brought to refled, that it mud be tlieir own intered to 
undeceive the world, and to render themfelves more nc- 
ceflary and more refpedable, in rendering religion 
more fimple. This trad is curious. 

In his annals of Louis XIV. he fays, that the v^date 
ouglit to annex lodges to Bedlam for tlie recepiiuji oi 
intolerant Theologids j and that it would be lair 
game to expofe this Ipecics of wiekeu folly upon the 
Itage. 

Sallo (Denis), born in i6z6. A Counicllor of the 
Parliament of Paris. He was the fiid [)ro|e.'lor of Lite- 
rary yournals^ which Bayle afterwards perfeded ; but 
which have been fince difgraced by fo:ne fiuiihir works 
fct on foot by fcveral mercenary Bookleilcis, in imita- 
tion of them, and which a parcel of oblcure Writers 
have duffed with falle extrads, infignidcant arfieks, 
and heaps of lies. * * 

In fine, it has at length obtained into a fort of trade 
of praifes and u‘afurc.s, ei'peciailydn the periodical Re- 
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^jiews y and Literature has fallen into the greated con* 
tempt by fuch infamous pradices. He died in 1669. 

Sandras DE Courtils, born at Montargis, in 1644, 
His name is only inferted here to inform'dic French* 
but more efpecially foreigners, how little credit is to be 
given to all thofe falfe Memoirs which are generally 
printed in Holland. Courtils was one of the mod cub 
pable writers in this way. He over (lowed Europe with 
: ficlions, under the title of Private liiftories. It was a 
fcandalous thing for a man who was a Captain in the 
Regiment^ of Champagne, to go into Holland, to fell a 
parcel of inventions as fads to the Bookfellers. 

-He and his imitators, who have conipoied fo many 
libels againft their own country, againlt good Princes 
who fcorned to revenge it, and againd private prrfons 
who could not, have dclerved the execration of the. 
Public. 

He wrote Jhe ConduEi of France fince the Peace of Ni- 
meguen^ and I'he Anfwer to the fame book. Fhc State 
of France under Louis XIII. and Louis XIV. The Con- 
dudt of Mars in the War with Holland, Lhc Amorous In- 
trigues of the Great Alcander, Ihe Amorous In:ffu:s of 
France. Lhe Life of I'urenne, Ihc Lfe of Admiral 
Coligni, Lhe Memoirs of Rochefott.^ of yltagnm, of 
Monbrun^ of V ordac^ and of the Marquis an Frlne ; 
as alfo, Fhe Political Te lament of Colbert ^ and va- 
rious other works whicii have amuied and deceived 
the ignorant. 

He has been imitated by the Authors of thofe mifera- 
ble pamphlets written againd France, I he Gleaner, Lhe 
Faultjinder,, &:c. wretched produdions, infpiied by 
hunger, didated by ttupidity and a diipofition to ly- 
ing, and hardly read even by the feum of the people. 
He died at Paris in T712. 

Sanleque (Louis)y a regular Canon, and a Poet that 
has written fome tolerable verfes. Jt was one of the 
efieds 'of the Age of Louis XIV. to produce an infinite 
number of middling Poets, in whole Writings fome hap- 
py lines are to be found, which, however, are more ow- 
ing to temporary circumilances than to any dforrs of 
genius. Pk died in 1714. 

Sanson 
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Sanson (Nicholas), born at Abbeville, in 1600.' 
The father of Geography before William de I’lfle. He 
died in 1667. He left two fons behind him, who in. 
herited his merit. 

Santeuil (John-Baptift), born at Paris, in 1600. 
,-He pafled for an excellent Latin poet, if that could be, 
without being able to write a line of French verfe. ILs 
Hymns are lung in our churches. As 1 never lived with 
Mecaenas between Virgil and f lorace, 1 cannot be able 
to pronounce whether thefe Hymns are fo good as they 
are faid to be ; whether, for example, Orhis redemptor 
}iunc redemptus^ be not a puerile play on word^ J own 
I am very doubtful about all modern Latin Poetry. "He 
died in 1697. 

Sarrasin (John-Francis), born near Caen, in 1605, 
has written agreeably, both in profe and verfe, lie 
died in 1655^ 

Savary (James), born in 1622. Thefirft who wiptc 
on the fubjed of Commerce. He had been a long time 
himfelf a merchant. The Council confulted him upon 
the Ordonnance of 1670, and he drew up almoft all the 
articles of it. The Didionary of Commerce we have 
of his, and of his brother Philemon, Canon of Su 
Maur, was a work both ufeful and new. But fncli 
books are to be looked upon in the fame light with the 
interefts of Princes, which generally vary in lefs than 
half a century. The objeds and the channels, the 
gains and the policies of commerce, are not now whaf 
they were in the days of Savary. He died in 1690. 

Saumaise (Claudius), born in Burgundy, in iAb8. He 
retired to Leyden, in order to enjoy his liberty. He was 
a man of very great erudition. It is faid that Cardinal 
Richelieu oflercd him a penfion of twelve thouHnd 


* There is an affe^llng anecdote related of this perfon. Ih ha;l 
fome way difpleafed the Prince of Conti, to whom he had been pri- 
vate Secretary, and was difmificd his fervice. The grief for havin^^ 
offended his patron, nqt for the lofs of his employ, fo preyed upon hh 
fpirits, that he died foon of a broken heart. What is the rcafon that 
our fympaihy ia more ftrongly moved towards fuch an objeft, than to 
one broke pn the wheel ? frandator, 

francs ^ 
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francs*, to return to France, on condition tint ha 
would write in favour of his Minfftry, and alfo compolc 
his life; but that Saumaife loved his liberty too vvell 
and hated him too much, whom he confidercti as tlic 
greateft enemy to that very liberty, to accept the offer 
The King of England, Charles II. employed him to. 
compofc 1 ’be Cry of the Royal Blood againjl the PanidJe^ 
(jf Charles I. ; but the work did not anfwer the reputa^ 
tion of its author. Milton, author of a barbarous 
poem on the ftory of Adam's Apple, and the model of 
all ihe bai barons poems framed upon the hiflories of the 
Old Tcllamentj’anfwered Saumaile; but refuted him as a 
fierct beall: combats a favage. Thdc two pieces of 
difgufling pedantry are fallen into oblivion-, but the 
names of their authors have not yet perilhed. Me did 
in i653t. 

Saurim (Jame3\ born at Nimes, in 1077. ] h- was 

reckoned the bed preacher of the Reformai Ch.urJies. 
It was, however, objedted to him, in common with 
his brotherhood, that he dealt too much in what was 
called the refugee ftile. “ It is difficult,” he miahtfay, 
pcriiaps, “ for thofe who have facrificed their coiintty 
“ to tlieir religion, to be able to fpeak their language 
with purity,” &c. but in his time the French tong^ 
was not imputed in Holland, as it is at prcfent. Bayle 
had nothing of the refugcp Itile in any of his writings. 
He ofFended not by a familiarity of exprellion, which 
iometimes finks into vulgarity J. 

The faults in the langu.igeof the Calvinifl Preachers, 
arofe from their copying the incorrect cxprelfions of the 

■* Tile f.ime as Livres, which were of the value of twciiiy-nencc at 
that lime, ‘'fran/lator. 

' f M. Voltaire Icjins to have underiiood Milrcn as liicle as he dii 
Shakcfpe.iie, clafling them both underthe tiileof biihiioij- Toefs. He 
was himleif rather a man of talents and a lively imagination, than ot 
tauc or genius. I leave the ciiticrd RcT’.jr to note tlis cliftiodicn. 
He was not orig nal in any thing ; and his bell thiiT;s arc but fecond- 
hell. With repaid to Mrlc.^n, it iatisliv's me ^hat Ailti {'ui divert'd 
Avin him, toto Parnafjo. See i\y Nhie uiiiia ihl artuU Pa riiuit. "Iranll, 

X This phrafe is ’Hell in the very flilc he is reprehmidii’g. J have 
vhcrcforc maie ufe of it by svay of exemplifying the poiTagc, Ihid, 

fird 
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firft reformers. Befides, moft of them having been 
bred at Saumur, in Poitou, in Dauphiny, or in Lan. 
guedoc, retained tlie vicious manner of fpcech of the 
Provincials. 

They created for Saurin a place of Minifter to the 
‘^Noblelfe at the Hague. He was a learned man, and 
addided to pleafurc. He died in 1730. 

Saurin ( joleph), born near Orange in 1659, of the 
Academy of Sciences. He was a kind of univerfal rre. 
nius j but there remain to us of his works only fomc 
extrafts from the Journal ck Savans^ fame memoirs of 
mathematics, and his famous Fa/otum again ft Roufteatr. 

This proftcution, lb unhappily memorable, brouf/]ir 
him into note the remainder of his life, but lervcd alio to 
railc up againft Ifim the moft infamous acculations, 
Roulfeau, exiled to Switzerland, and knovdng that hi^ 
enemy had been Faftor cf the Reformed Chuia h at 
Bcrclier, in the Bailiwick of Yverdun, employed ,iho 
rnoft malignant aftiduity to procure tcltimoinc^ 
againft him. It is necelfary here to mention that Jo. 
feph Saurin, difgiifted with his Miniftry, and wiiolly 
occupied with philofophy and mathematics, had \)k- 
ferred France, his native country, the city of Paris, 
and the Academy of Sciences, to the village of BL-rciic;, 
In order to effeft this exv.lunge, he was obliged to 
return again into tlie bofom of Mother Church, and he 
recanted accordingly in the year 1690. The Biilio]/ or 
Meaux, Bolfuet, thought he had converted a Parfon, bur 
he had only mended the fmall lorttine of a pliiloloph-er. 
Saurin happened to return to Switzerland, leveral years 
after, to recover fome efleds of his wife, whom he had 
alfo perfuaded to quit the leformed religion. The bra* 
giftrates ordered liim to be arrefted thete, as an apoliate 
Paftor, who had feduced his wife to apoifatize alio. 

All tins paftld in 171Z, atrer the unlucky profecii- 
tion of Rouficau; and Roulfeau was at Soieuref, jtdt| 
#> 

* See ih? articB’s La Motte Koudart and Rousseau, Trn 4 ' 
So!Lur^J or ^olothutn^ a town ot S-xvitzerlandf in a Canton of 
fan.f nafr.e, VVt arc 10 lu^^polc this the place where Sautni was a:n ‘‘ 

ed* 
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at that time 5 and it was then that the vilcil libels were 
deviled aga'nlc Sauriii, *1 here were toniier crimes of 
a long {landing charged upon him, wnieli would hive 
dclerved hanging, had they be. a true-, and thJy even 
produced an old letter, Laid to be In ;, in whiCh he had 
liiirdelf made a confeirion o(- Im crimes lo a bailor wh-^ 
was one of his iriends. In line, to compK at his igno- 
miny, thc 7 had the cruel bafenefs to procure thefe^im- 
putations and this letter to be inlerted in the Supple^ 
ments of Bayle and ofMoreri a new method maliciouily 
invented of poitinga man thro,,., tout Ivjrouc a ihock- 
ingdegradofon of li-' rature, toconverta Dudionary into 
a CTiminal regilby ♦, and to lolly witii culprit allegations 
tliofe pages which ouJit to be lacred to tlie icicnees. 

Ccriainly tiiis never was the Ocfign of the hrll au- 
thors of thefc Archives of Literature, which have b.en 
liiice ddgra^ed by lb many Appendixes, equally erro- 
neous and contemptible. The art of writing has be- 
come, in many C()untries, a icandalous trade, in which 
a parcel ot Bookicliers, who can Icaicely read tiiem- 
fclves, trallic lor lies, Icandal, and otiier tralh, at lo 
much per fncct, with a Lett of mercenary Icrlbblers, who 
have reduced literature to a level wiih the meaneil pro- 
fcxTions. It liiOLild never be pennitteJ, at lead, to in- 
k rt ciiargcs nf a criminal nature into a Dictionary, and 
to afiumc the })rovince of an acciilcr, without ligal 
pi oofs itu' conviction.' 

I haiuK'ncd to have an opportunity myfeif of examin- 
ing into tilde at dilations againib J-olejiii Saurin I 
{poke to the Jdord of the ^hllage ot 1 vCi chir, w'here 
baufin liad been Pallor ; I made inquiry about him 
from all the laii.ily oi that gentleman ; and both 
lie and every one oi his connections a;id ticpei; dunes 
not only allured me that they had never icen the letter 
imputed to Saur.n, but expicilld the warmedt rdent- 
ment againfl the IcaiidaloU) abiiic oi: him, whicii the 
Supplements to Bayle and ivloren had publilhcd to the 
woild ; and this iult indn-nation, WD'di they man Idled 

bdore 
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before me, ought to pafs as his acquittal, in every ii}> 
genuous mind *. 

I have likewife in my pofleffion the atteftations of 
three Paftors, declaring the Letter charged upon Sau- 
rin to be a forgery, and that it was merely an effeft of 
;thc invidious calumny that men of letters are too fre- 
quently apt to throw out againft each other. 

Jofeph Saurin died in 1737, like an intrepid philofo- 
pher, who was fcnfible of the worthleffnefs of all thu* 
poffelTjons in life, and full of the profoundeft conteinpr 
for ail thole vain prejudices, thofe fruitlefs difputes, 
ihofe erroneous opinions, which fuperadd a weight to 
the already uuinberlefs evils of human lilc. • . ‘ 

Jofeph Saurin has left a fon behind him of real merit, 
author of the Tragedy of Spartacus^ in which there are 
.paffages comparable to fome of the bell in Corneille. 

Sauveur (Jofeph), born at La Fleche in 1653, He 
taught himfelf the Elements of Geometry, without a* 
tutor. He was one of the firfl: who calculated the odds 
at the games of chance. He laid, that whatever any one 
man can do in mathematics, any other might be ca])able 
of doing alio. This maxim, hov\ever, is to be rc- 
ilrifted to the praftice or Icientific part, and cannot ex- 
tend to the inventive faculties. He had been dumb till 
he was feven years old. He died in 1716. 

Scar RON (Paul), born in 1598, and fon of a Privy- 
Counfellor, His Dramatic Pieces are rather Farces than 
Gomedxs. His Virgil T^ravejlie was excu fable only in 
a buffoon. His Theatrical Novel is almofl the folc 
work of his that readers of any tafle can bear Hill to 
pernfc; but they can only confider it as a lively, amu- 
iing, and middling performance. JBoiloau predifte'd tins 
future character ot it. He died in 1660. ^ 

ScuDLiRi, (George dc) born at Havre^de-Gracc in 
loop He was patronifed by Cardinal Richelieu, and 
for iomc time balanced the reputation of Corneille, His 
n.i.pc is more known than his works. He died in 
r,:o;. 

* See t!ic nor<’ at the end of the article of La Motte Houdart. 
f- 'j’hr French iit!e is Roman Comiquc,^ which the ignorant I'ranfla* 

: lAvreu ijtc’alJy, Cmhal Romatue, ^Iranjlat^r, 

A ScuRin^, 
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ScuDERi (Magdalen) was fifter to George, and born 
at Havre in 1607 ; better known, at preienr, from feme 
pretty verfes which remain of her’s, than by her great 
folio Romances of Cklia and of Cyuis. 

Louis XIV. gave her a penfion, and always diilin- 
guiflied her. She was the firft perlon that obtained the 
prize ’of Eloquence founded by the Academy. She di-* 
ed in 1701. 

SfiGRAis (John), born at Caen in 1625. Maclemoi- 
ftlle * tiled to call him a fert of Otnus-, but he was a 
real one, and a perfon of true erudition. Fie was obli- 
ged to^qiiit the fervice of that Princefs, for having op- 
pofedRer marriage with the Count dc Laufiin, 

His Elogies and his Tranjlation of Virgil were once held 
in etteem ; but are never read now. It is remarkable, 
however, that part of the lines of the Pharfaha of Bre- 
boeuf are dill remembered, and not one of the Encid of 
Serais ; yet Boilcau praifed Segrais, and abufed Brc- 
boeuf. Fie died in 1701 f, 

Senaut (John PVancis), born in 1601. General of 
the Oratory. A preacher, who was, in comparifon with 
Father Bourdaloue, what Rotroti was, compared to Cor- 
neille. Fie is reckoned among the firft reftorers of elo- 
quence, rather than one of the fmall number of thofe 
that wer&*really eloquent thcmfelves. He died in 1692. 

SENE9Ay, firft Valct-de-chambre to Maria-Thcrefa. 
A poet of a moft fmgular imagination. liis tale of KciV 
mac, excepting a few pafiages, is a diflinguifhed work. 
It is an example to fhew that a ftory may be very well 
told in a different manner from La Fontaine. 

It js remarkable that this piece, the beft he ever wrote, 
is the only one that is not to be found in the collection 
of his writings. There are alio, in his Lchouvs of /hol- 
lo, many new and fingular beauties. 

Sevigne (Maria dc Rabutin), born in 1626. Her 
Letters, filled with anecdotes, written with freedom, 

^nd in a ftile that both animates and j^aints, are the belt 

• » 

* MademoifilU de Montpenfier, ftiled Mademoifelh by way ot 

^ilfinSion, as the Dauphin i; called Monfeigmur, Tranfa!oi\ 
t See the hole upon the article of La FAYEiXf. Utd, 

VoL. L 1 criticifiT>v 

'V, r 
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criticifm * that can be made upon thofe ftudied epiftles 
ftill aiming at wit, and yet more upon thofe framed ones, 
which would imitate the epiftolary ftile, in difplaying 
falfe fentiments, and relating feigned (lories to imaginary 
correfpondtnts. 

‘ It is a pity, however, that Ihe happened abfolutely to 
have no manner of tafte, that Ihe could not do juftice to 
Racine, and that flic compared the Funeral Oration pro- 
nounced by Mal'caron upon Turenne, to the great maf- 
ter-piece of Flechier. She died in 1696. 

Silva, a Jew of Bourdeaiix, and a celebrated Phyfician 
at Paris, wrote a book, mueh approved of, upon the ar- 
ticle of Bleeding but had a charader fuperior to his 
writings. Fie was one of thofe Phyficians whom Moliere 
neither could, nor dared, render ridiculous. He died 
about the year 1746. 

SiMOv (Richard), born in 16:^8, of the Oratory. He 
was an excellent critic. His ihjlcry cf the Origin and 
Fro^refj of the EccUftafiical Revenues ; his Crit'cal Ilf cry 
cf the Old Fcfiament^ are read by all the learned. 
He died at Dieppe, m 1712. 

SiRMOND (James), a Jefuit, born about the year 
1559. He was one of the mo(l learned and moil ami- 
able men of his time. One fcarcely knows that he 
was Confeffor to Louis XIII. becaufe it v/as difficult to 
fpeak of him at all, in fo difficult a fituacion. He 
was chofen by the Pope, preferably to all the Italian 
Literati, to compofe the Preface to the Colledion of the 
Councils. His numberlefs works were held in great 
efteein, but are very little read now. He died in 
1651. 

SiRMOND (John), nephew to the former. He was 
Hiftoriographer of France, with the commiffion of Coun- 
fellor of State, which was generally annexed to that of 
fice. One of his principal works was the life of Car- 
dinal Amboife, which he undertook, merely in order to 
prove that Minif^er inferior to Cardinal Richelieu, his 

* By the word Criticifm mull be meant a ilandard or mode!, tocofr- 
pare oUurr colltdiorrs of familiar epillkb .with. The expreiiion, how- 
ever, is uiuvarrantahle. Iranjlaior. 

patron. 
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patron. He was one of the firfl: members of the Aca- 
demy. He died in 1649. 

SoRBiEREs (Samuel), born In Dauphine in 1610. 
One of thofe who have had the title of Hifloriographer 
of France. He had Jbeen an old friend of Pope Cle- 
ment IX. before his exaltation, and receiving but flight 
tokens of that Pnntifl'’s liberality afterwards, wrote liim 
this billet : Holy father, you only give ruffles to one 

who has no fliirt.” He had a fmattering in various 
kinds of Sciences. He d-cd in 1670, 

SuzE (the Countefs Hcmietta de Coligni de la), ce- 
lebrated in her time for her wit and poetry. She turned 
Ca'tholic, merely becaufe her hufband was a Huguenot j 
, and then feparaced from him *, in order, as CFi' on Chrif- 
tina faid, that Ihe might never fee his face again, either 
in this world or the next She died in 1673. 

Tallemant (Francis), bora at Rochelle in 1620. 
The fecond tranflator of Plutarch. He died in 1693. 

1 ALLEMANT (Paul, bom at Paris in 1642. Al- 
though he was the grandfon of the rich Montoron, and 
fon of a M after of Kcquefts who had poflcffai oU eftate 
of two hundred thoufand livres a-year, or our pre- 
fent currency, he w^as left without any fortune, Col- 
bert fupported h.m, as he did other men of letters. 
He executed the princi{)al part of the hiftory of the 
King illuftrated by medals. He died in 1712. 

Talon (Omer), Attorney-General to the Parliament 
of Paiis, has left us lomc ufefiil memoirs, worthy of a 
good inagiitrare and a good citizen. His eloquence, 
however, was not that ol tlie politcft ages. He died in 
1652. 

Tarter ON, a Jefuit. He rranflared the fatires of Ho- 
race, of Juvenal, and of Pcrfius ; and luppreffed thegrols 
obfeenities, with which it is ft range that Juvenal, but 
more efpecialiy Horace, fhouki hav^e blotted their writ- 
ings -f. Fie thus rendered the peruial of thefe authors 

* He had rendered her life mifcr.ible, ihro4igh je-iluufy. He knew 
fhe had more wit than hinildf, and thererbre lufpcdcd her of more 
wickednefs. But vice is rather more congenial with folly, ^tanslaior. 

t Voltaire had done wdj to have aiiended to fo juila icntiinent 
himfelf, in fouic of his novds. JhJ. 

I 2 
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more decent to young people, for whofe ufe he meant 
his labour; but the tranflation is not literal enough for 
this purpofe. He has given the fenfe, indeed, but not 
the meaning of the words. 

Terrasson (Abbe), born in 1669. A philofopher, 
both during his life and at his death. There are 
feme fine palTages in his Sethos His tranflation of 
Diodcrus is ufeful, but his critique upon Homer quite 
void of tafte. He died in 1750. 

Thivenot (Mekhizedec), Librarian to the King of 
France, and a celebrated writer of travels, was born at 
Paris in 1621 ; and had fcarccly palled through his aca- 
demical ftudies, when he difeovered in himfelf a ftrong 
palTion for vTiting foreign connfrios. However, he 
traverfed only part of Europe himfelf, but was indefati- 
gable in procuring particular information and memoirs 
from thole who had frequented other parts ; and from 
thefe he compofed his Travels into the Levant. 

When he had the care of the King’s Library, though 
it was one of the bell furniflied then in Isuropc, he found 
it deficient in above two thoufand volumes which he 
had in his own, and fupplied it, befides printed books, 
with a number of choice manuferipts. Though he fpent 
moll of his time among books, yet he found leifure to 
execute two honourable employs ; for he alTifled at the 
conclave held after the death of Pope Innocent X. 
and was the French Envoy at Genoa. He died in 
1692 f. 

Thiers fJohn-Baptift), born at Chartres in 1641. 
He compofed fevcral Diflertations. It was he that 
wrote againfl the infeription affixed to the Convent of the 
Cordeliers at Rhcim^, ‘‘ To God, and to St. Francis, 
“ both crucified.” He died in 1703. 

Thomassin (Louisj, of the Oratory, born in Pro- 
vince in 1619. A man of profound erudition. He 
was the firfl who wrote comments on the Fathers, on the 

* A political and mwal romance, full of learning and philofophy. 
Translator. ' 

f I was furprlfed to find this article palTcd by in Voltaire, in the 
midftof j'o many more inconfidcrable ones, 1 have therefore taken the 
liberty of fypp lying it in its pla:e. lbtd% 

Councils, 
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Councils, and on Hiftory. His memory failed him to- 
the latter end of life; he forgot every tliinrr he 
had known, and recollcftcd not even that he had'ever 
written a line. He died in 1695. 

TnoYNARD (Nicholas), born at Orleans, in 1629. It is 
faid that he had a great fliare in the Trcatlfe of Cardinal* 
Norris upon the Syrian Epochas* His Concordarxe of the 
four Evangelijls, in Greek, was eftcemed a ciulous work. 
He was only a mere man of learning; but he was pro- 
foundly fo. He died in 1706. 

Torcy (John-Baptift Colbert de), nephew to the great 
Cplbert, Minider of State under I.ouis XIV. has left us 
fome memoirs from the peace of Ryfwick to that of 
•Utrecht. They were printed while the firft edition of 
this Fffay on the Jlge of Louis XIV. was in the prefs, and 
they confirm every thing that is here advanced, 

Thefe memoirs contain fome derails, indeed, which 
arc? valuable only to thofe who would be thorough- 
ly informed; but they are written with greater j)u- 
rity than all the memoirs of his predcccffors. In 
them is to be found the true talk of Louis XlVth's 
Court. But their chief merit lies in the fincerity of the 
author. Truth and Moderation have always guided his 
pen. He died in 1746. 

Toureil (James), born at Touloufe, in 1656. He 
was celebrated for his tranflation of Bemofibenes. He 
died in 1715. 

Tourne FORT (Jofeph Pitton de), born in Provence, 
in 1656. He was the greateft Botanift of his time. He 
was fent by Louis XIV. into Spain, England, Holland, 
Grecde, and Afia, to compleat his Natural Liiflory. He 
culled out thirteen hundred and thiity-fix new fpccles of 
plants, and taught us to know and diflingulfli our own. 
He died in 1708. ' 

Le Tourneux, born in 1640. His Chriftum Tear is 
in many hands, though inferted at Po/me in the Index of 
prohibited books, or rather for thai; vtry reafon*. He 
died in 1686. 

* A firange perverfeners^this in human nature! But true it is, 
that the fureil way of havii g a book read, is not to raoviincmU 

forbid^ it. Translatu. 

1 2 Tris- 
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Tristan, the Hermit, Gentleman to Gafton of Or- 
leans, brother to Louis XHI. The great am) long fuc- 
cefs that his Tragedy of Mariamne was in pofTeffion of, 
was an effedt of the ignorance of the times. They had no> 
, thing better in its kind ; and when the reputation of that 
piece was elfabliflied, it was the work of more than one 
Tragedy of Gorneille's, to fink rc into oblivion. There 
arc ftill feme nations fubfifting, among whom very mid- 
dling compofitions pafs for mafter- pieces of writing, be- 
caufe they have no Geniufes to furpafs them. 

It is not generally known that Triftan' turned the Of- 
fice of the Virgin into verfe* nor is it ftrange that it 
Ihould be fo. He died in 1655. 

His epitaph, written by himfelf, is as follows : 

Jc fis Ic chien couchant aupres d^?n 'Tt'aiul fci^neur. 
fe me vis toujours pauvre, ct tachai dc paraltre ; 

[e vccus dans la peine, elpeiani Ir bonheur, 

Et mourut fur un coifreen attendant inon maitre \ 

Turennk. This great man has left us fomc me- 
moirs, which are to be met with in his life, written by 
Ramfey* Wc have many memoirs of our Generals ; but 
they arc not all written like thofc of Xemophon or CteLr. 

.Vaxllant (Johri Foy), born at Ikanvais, in 1632. 
The Public owes him The Science of Medals^ and the 
King the half of his Cabinet. The Miniflcr Colbert frnt 
him to travel into Italy, Greece, Egypt, Turkey, and 
Perfia. He was taken by the Co.iairs of Algiers, ip 
1674, in company with the Architedf Defgodcts. The 
King ranfomed them both. No learned man ever /tiller' 
ed fq many dangers f. He died in 1706. 

Vaillant (John-Francis), born aHUmie, in 16^^!;, 
while his father was on his travels. Fie was an Antiquar. 
as well as he. He died in 1708. 

* Thcfc lines are not worth tranflatlng, efpecially as tbey do no* 
apply to any part of^he Rory or character of the author, in the above 
ardclc. TranJJatot, * 

t When the Pirates took the velTel he was in, heftt'allowed twenty 
bf the choiccil Medals he had about hhoj in a hurry, and phylid^^^^ 
^heni out at hiS leifure. 
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Valincourt (John-Baptift-Henry du Trouffet de), 
born in 1653' An epiftle which Defpreaux addrefled to 
him, formed the greateft part of his reputation. He has 
left us fomc trifling works. He was a good fcholar ; but 
he made a great fortune, which he could never have done, 
had he been merely a man of letters. Literature alone,’ 
without that aftive fagacity which renders a perfon ure- 
ful in the world, procures nothing but a life of diftrefs 
and contempt 

One of the bed dlfcourfes ever pronounced at 
the Academy,* is one in which Mr. de Valincourt en- 
deavours to cure the error of that infinite number of 
young people, wh©, miilaking the paflion of Icribbling 
for a talent of writing 'f, addrefs their mlferablc verles to 
Princes, deluge the prefs with their pamphlets, and then 
accufe the Age of ingratitude, or ncgleft, merely becaufe 
they are no v'vay ufcful to the world, or to themfclves. He 
therein afllircs them, that the lowcfl: profeffions arc 
much fuperior to that which they have adopted. He 
died in 1730. 

Valois (Adrian), born at Paris, in 1607. Hlflorio- 
grapher of France. His befl: works are his Account of 
the Gauls, and his Hlpry of thefirjl Race. He died in 
1692. 

Valois (Henry), brother to the former, born in 1603. 
PI is writings are left ufeful to France than thole of hiS 
brother. He died in 1676. 

Varignon (Peter), born at Caen, in 1654. A fa- 
mous Mathematician* He died in 17^2. 

Varillas (Antony) born in the Marche, in 1624. 
An ’Hiflorian more agreeable than exaft He died 
in 1696. 

Le Vassor (Michael), of the Oratory. He was a 
refugee in England. ¥{\sHiftofy of Louis Xlll. though 
diffufe, heavy, and fatirical, has been in requeft on 
account of many fingular fads related in it. But he is 

• 

* Or, at bell, but cold applaufe. franjiatcr, 

f Miftaking, as Pope fays, a/trong inclination for a gmus* i f * 

X AI. Voltaire’s own chsnafter. 
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labours o miftaken only m a few 

S'lbut aipcars to be wrong in all his judgments. 

‘!^i,!.V*^born in the Charolois, in 1605. A Je- 
f -.t u-b a fchol-ar. He was the firft whofliewed that 

neit'her'the tjn eks or Romans were acciuaintcd with thc 
biuicfquc fiii-% which is only a rclick ot barbanlm. 

He died In i 63 i. ^ , , . , . ^ T4* d / 

Vauban (theMarihal de) born in 16,33. His Red 
Tithe was an idea which it was impoffible to carry in- 
to execution^ and indeed was a moft impracticable 
fcheme. He has, however, left us fcveral memoirs 
worthy of fo good a mcaiber of the flatc. He died ia 


1707. 

Vaugelas (Claudius F'avre dc), born at Chamberrv, 
in 1585. He was one of the liift that jiurged and me- 
thodized the French language, and of thole who were 
capable of writing poetry m Italian, without being able 
to do the fame in French. He retouched, from time 
to time, his tranflation of f^idntus Curtius, for thirty 
years. Every perfon who would write well, fliould cor- 
rect his work; during his life. He died in 1650. 

Le Vayer (Fiancis , born at Paris, In 15H8. He 
was preceptor to IVlonfieur, brother to Louis XIV. and 
inftruded the King himfelf for the fpace of a year. Fie 
was Idiftoriogiapher of France, Counfellor of State, a 
great PyTrhonifl, and publicly known for fuch ; how- 
ever, this fceptic cliarader prevented not his being in- 
trufled with lo confidcrable a charge. 


* This I fuppofe to be a macliis of afeertaining llie exjhi: teiitli 
value of the prodiirc of the land, payable to the Chnrch, or the 
Loids of the Manors. Cut ih it not a thing extraordinaiy, that 
VoIta>re fhoLild only mention this perfon in the charaiffer ol a coin- 
ynon eliayiil, who had diitinguilhed himftlf both by his piai-'^flce and 
writings as the grcatejl: engineer of the age ; w'hich lerviccs had 
railed him to the firh military honours, and obtained him the rank 
of -Lkrflial ? Ttnmlator* 


There 



THE AGE OF LOUIS XIV. cUix 

There is a great deal of fciencc and rcalon to be-. met 
with in his works, though they arc too diffulely written. 
He was the firft who argued with fuccefs againft the 
opinion which becomes us I'o little, that our morals ate 
better than thofe of the Ancients. _ _ 

His Trcatilc On th: Virtue of the Heathens, is in ■ 
efteenr among the learned. His motto was, 

De las cofas mas feguras, 

La mas fcgiira cs dudai ; 

In all the cafes thought moft clear, 

. • To doubt the fafeft will be found ; 

Tike that of Alontagnc, PVhat do I know? He died in 
1672. 

Veissieres (Mathurin dc la Croze) born at Nantes^ 
in 1665. A Benedidine of Paris. His frecd^mi of 
th?liking, and his being a Prior, which forbad fuch a 
liberty, made him (|uit both his Order and his religion. 
He was a living library, and his memory was a pro- 
digy. 

Befides the many nfeful and agreeable things he was 
maftcr of, he had fliidied others that lay out of the 
courfc of general literature ; as the ancient language of 
the Egyptians, for inftanco. He wrote a work mucli 
cflecmed, intiticd, Chrijlianity of India, What i^ 
moft curious in it is, that the Bramins believed in the 
Unity of the Godhead thcmfelvcs, though ftill leaving 
the people in the pofleffion of their idols. 

The rage of fcribbling is fuch, that they have writ- 
ten a Life of this private man, in a volume as lame as 
that of Alexander. This flaort extraft, which appears 
)ft too long, might have futiiced. Pie died at ijcrliii, 
in 1-35. 

Vergier (James) born at Paris, in 1675. He was 
with regard to La Fontaine, what Camplitron was In 
comparifon of Bacine, a natural .b'Bt feeble imitator. 
He was murdered by fomc robbers, in 1720. I’hcy 
have given us to understand, in the Didionary of Aio- 

rcri, 
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cri, that he had written a lampoon againft a certain 
powerful Prince, who had him affaflinated. The ftory 
is falfe. 

Vertot ( Rene Aubert ), born in Normandy, in 
1655. An elegant and agreeable hiflorian He died 
‘ » 735 - 

VicHART DE Saint-Real (C^efar), born at Cham- 
berry, but educated in France. His Hijiory of the Con- 
/piracy of Venkey is a nrafter-piecc -f. His Life of Chrijl 
is a very different performance. He died in 1692, 
ViLLAKS DE Monfaucon (the Ablxi dc), born in 
1635, and famous for his Count de Cahalis. Tis a p^rt 
of the ancient Mythology of the Perfians. The author 
was killed, in 1673, by a piftol-fliot. It was faid that’ 
the Sylphs had aflafiinated him, for having revealed their 
myfteries. 

Vi LIARS (the Marfhal Duke de), born in 1632. The 
iirft volume of the Memoirs which bear his name, was 
written by himfelf. He could repeat all ihc be ft paft 
fages of Corneille, of Ptacine, and of Molicre. 1 heard 
him, one day, fay to a certain famous Minifter of State, 
who appeared furprifed at his remembering fo many 
verfes of Plays, I have not atted fo often as you, 
but I know more of the matter.” He died in 1734. 
ViLLEDiEu (Madame de ). Her Romances 
brought her into reputation* I do not mean, how- 
ever, to ftamp a value upon all the Novels with 
which France has been, and ftill continues to be, 
overwhelmed; they have been all, except Zaide\y the 
produdfions of feeble Geniufes, who pofTcfs a facility 
of writing things unworthy to be read by p^rfons 
of common fenfc. They arc, for the moft part, 

* The province of hlftory which he chofe, was the revolutions of 
/fates. Tis the moll uleful, as well as the mull interefting and 
entertaining part. Tranjiator, 

f Otway has written a play on It. Ibid, 

I I think he mighfiihp-e jnhly added, Lk Pibicfifs of ChzeSf by 
j:hc lame author. $ee the article La Fatei tf. IbjJf 


devoid 
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devoid even of imagination ; and four pages of Arlofto 
contain more fancy in them than can be met with in 
all thofc infipid pieces which impure the tafte of young 
people. She died in 1683. 

ViLLiKRS (Peter), born at Coignac, in 1648. A Jc* 
fuit. He cultivated letters, as in general moft of that 
Order do. His fermons, and his poem on the Art of 
Preaching, had fome reputation in his time. His ftan- 
zas upon folitudc are much, fuperior to thofe of St. 
Amant, which were once fo greatly efteemed, but arc 
not at prefent deemed worthy of an Age which fo far ex* 
cels that of St. Amant. He died in 1728. 

Vo IT ORE (Vincent), born at Amiens, in 1598, He 
Was the fiill in France who obtained the title of un hel 
efprit. Me had little more than that fort of merit in 
his vvntings, upon which one might form a tafte; but 
this merit was at that time very rare. 

* We have feme very pretty verfes of his, but only 
few in number, 'riiofc he wrote for the Queen, Anne 
of Auftria, and which they have not printed in his col- 
Icdlion, are an example of the gallant freedom which 
was privileged at the Court of that Princefs, whofe 
mildnefs and goodnefs were worn-out with the Fron- 
^dcurs. 



Jc penlals fi le Cardinal, 

J’entens ccliii de !a Valette, 

Pouvalt voir Teclat fans egal, 

Dans lequcl maintcuant vous etc • ; 

J’entens celui de la beaute; 

Car aupres je n’elHme gucre, 

Cela folr dit fans vous deplaire. 

Tout l^eclat de la Majefte, 

^ * It was then the iifage to flrike off the final letters of a verfe, 
if they happened to intertere with the meafure, or the rhime ; as 
'Vouj ite^ for vous etes, in the above inftance. The Englilh and Ita- 
lians make free with the fame poetica lictntfa* The french poefy 
ie too n^uch llraitci^d, and was fofmedy father too profaic.— 
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I doubt me if the Cardinal, 

I mean his eminence V«lette, 

Can fee your eminence ^o’er all 
That on a throne was evei fet. 

< The rank I hint at is y mr beauty, 

All other pomps or titles near, 

(Forgive, it I offend in duty,) 

Mean and contemptible appear f • 

He wrote both Italian and Spanifh verfes too with 
fuccefs. He died in 164^. 

It is of no confequence to extend this Catalogue further; 
there are comprized in it a fmall nuiriber of great Ge- 
niufes, a ptetty large lift of Imitators, and we might have' 
given a much longer catalogue of the Learned. It will be 
rare, for the future, to fee new Geniules nfe up, iinlcfs 
other manners, and another fort of gevernmenr, Ihould 
•give a new turn to the minds of rmi'. It will he iifi- 
pbfFible to fee men of unlverfal knowledge, bccaufe every 
fcience is now become unbounded ; fo that each ftudent 
rnuft confine himfelf to the cultlvahc.wi of a fmall i)or- 
tion of that vaft field which the Age of Louis XIV. 
had broke up* 

* The thought in thefe lines Is borrowed from the Ancients ; nnJ 
not from the Poets, but the Philofophcra ; one of whom calls 
bcaury natural empire^ and another Ihlcs it royaliy nvithout force, M. 
Voltaire flmuld have told ut upcm what occalion this addtefs was 
written, or to what circumflance, relative to Valcttc, it alluded, 
Jde is too fummary a writer. ’Traml&tQr, 
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CELEBRATED ARTISTS. 

musicians. 


T he French mnfic,nt lead the vocal, has not hitherto 
been of the fame taftc with that of any other nation : 
norTouki it be fo, bccaufe the Ficnch profody is different 
from that of all Europe. We always reft upon the laft 
fyilable, and all the other nations lean upon the pcnul- 
tima, or antc-pcnultima, as well as the Italians. Our 
language is the only one which has words terminating in 
? unite ; and thefe which are not pronounced in read- 
ing, or in common fpeech, are marked in the accom- 
panied recitative, and this in an uniform manner 3 as 
llor^uuy viHor-icUy harhari-cUy fwi-eUy Sec. This ren- 
tiers the major part of our fongs, and our recitative, in- 
fupportable to thofc who have not been ufed to it. 

Our climate alfo refufes that lightnefs to the voice, 
which the Italian Ikies afford it ; nor have we the cuftoin 
that is pradlifed in Rome, and other States of Italy, to 
deprive men of their manhood, in order to render their 
roiccs finer than thole of wmmen All this, joined to 
:he ffovynels of our ffnging, which makes a ftrange con- 
■i^ft with the vivacity of our manners, muft ever be 
he c^ule that French mufic can be reliflied by the 
t^Tench alone. 

However, notwithftanding thefe rcafons, foreigners, 
vho have refidcd for feme time in France, confels that 
^ur muffcal compofers have fiiewm confiderablc addrefs, 
n accommodating their airs to our v^’ords, and that this 
iiufical manner of pronunciation is otten a happy ex- 

* It mud he fo ; for, with an ccpial kveetDefs, their fuperlor 
rength gives them an advantage. TrunsUi'jt. 

preffion \ 
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preflion; but then it is fo only for ears accu/fomed to 
it, and requires a moft perfeft execution. 

Our inftrumcntal mufic is alfo a little infeded with 
the monotony and flownels which arc objeded to our vocal 
mufic : but many of our fymphonies, and above all our 
* dancing tunes, have been better received in other na< 
tions. They arc performed in many Italian Operas ; 
and there ate fcarcely any other ufed at a certain King’s 
Theatre, who has eftablillicd the beft Opera in Europe, 
and who, among his other fingular talents, has moft 
afliduoufly cultivated that of mufic 

John-Baptist Lulli, born at Florence, in 1633, 
brought into France at fourteen years old, and then bnly 
a performer on the violin, was the father of true mufic 
in France. He knew how to accommodate his art to 
the genius of the language, which was the only way 
to fuccecd. It is remarkable, that at that time the 
Italian mufic preferved pretty much of the fame gra- 
vity, and that noble fimpliciry, which we flill admire in 
the recitatives of Lulli. 

Nothing can more rcfcmblc thofc recitatives than the 
famous Motet ‘f* of Luigi, fung in Italy with fo much 
fuccefs in the fcvcntccnth century, and which bcgiir. 
thus: 

Sunt breves mimdi rofar, 

Sunt fugitivi ilores, 

Frondes veluti annuftc, 

Suut labiles honores. 

The refers feent is brief, 

The flowers foon decay ; 

And like the autumn leaf, 

Kaith^s glories fade away. 

It flmuld be obferved, that in this mufic of meet 
declamation', which is the melopec || of the Ancients 
it muft be principally the natural beauty of the wv)rd^ 
that produces the beauty of the chaunt. \Vc cannot well 

* The King of I^ruflia. ^Translator, 

f The word is Moitetto, in Italian, and flgnifies any piece ot 
Church mulic. Ibid, 

II Melofety accompanied recitative. *Ibid, 
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declaim what does not defervc it. This is a point on 
which' they were much miftaken in the days of Ouinauk 
and Lulli. Poets were jealous of the Poet, bm envied 
not the Mufician. Boileau objefted to Quinaub, 

Ces lieux communs de morale lubric]ue, 

Que Lulli icchauffa des fons de la niulique, 

I'he common -place of lufeious morals. 

Which Lulli heightened by his chorals. 

The tender paffions that Quinault fo well expreffed 
were under his pen a portrait of the human heart, ra- 
ther than a lufeious moral f, CHilnault, by his didion 
heightened the mufic more than the art of JaiIU ele- 
vated his poefy. It re(|uired thefe two great men, and 
capable Adors, to render fomc fccnes of Atys, of Armi- 
da, and of Roland, an exhibition fuch as neither ancient 
nor modern times hail ever cnjoj'ed. Unconnefted Airs 
or JIght Sonnets, are not to be put in comparifoii with 
fuch noble fccnes. I'hofc detached Airs, or familiar 
Songs, in the ililc of our Chrillmas Carols, or the Ve- 
netian Ballads, were all the talk at that time. Theflicrhter 
the mufic, the more eafily it was retained in the memory. 
But the Recitative was fo fine, that Rameau has not been, 
able to equal it. 1 want he often fays ; buv 

Lulli needed only Jllors. Rameau tickles the ears, but 
Lulli charmed the foul. It was one of the happincfics 
of the a?ra of [,ouis XIV. that Lulli and Quinault were 
coteuiporaries. He died In 1687. 

After Lulli, all the Muficians, as Colafle, Campra, 
petouches, and the red:, have been only his imitators, 
kill at lad Rameau has appeared, who has rifen above 
them all by the richnefs of his harmony, and has 
dered Mode almofi a new art. 

With regard to our Chinch Muficians, though there 
xiVQ many famous ones in France, their compofitions have 
not yet been performed in oiher countiies. 

f However, Quinault hlmfelf viMs noi very indulgent to his 
mufe, as Voltaire <ecni=', to be; for it i? i.uJ, that, in his more fc- 
nous moments, he repented him olten oi \h'^ too lujiious morals oX 
of his piece. . 


PAINTERS. 
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PAINTERS. 


I T is not with a Painter, as it is with a Mufician. A Na- 
tion have a fpecies of Mufic which may pleafe none 
but itfclt, bccaufc the genius of the language may ad- 
mit of no other; but Painters fliould reprefent nature, 
which is the fame in all countries, and is feen with the 
fame eyes. 

A Painter, to have a good reputation, fliould have his 
plfturcs bear a price amemg foreigners. It is not fuf- 
ficient that he has got a few Hattciers about him, or is 
commended in News-paper paragraphs or coraplinj-cn- 
tary verfes. His pieces muft be bougiit. 

What often contradls the genius of Painters, is what 
Ihould feem to enlarge it. It is the academical tafte, the 
manner they arc a])t to copy from thofc who prefide. 
Academies are certainly very ufcful inllituiions for 
forming pupils, efpccially if the Direftors work in the 
great ftile themfelvcs. But if the Prcfident has a con- 
fined tafte ; if his manner be dry or bard ; if the figures 
are difproportioned ; if the pidurcs are painted like fan- 
mounts ; the fcholars, being curbed by imitation, or the 
.defire of plcafing a bad mafter, lofc intirely all idea of 
real nature. 

There is a kind of fatality attending all Acad-emies. 
Nut one piece that is called academical, has ever yet been 
reckoned a work of genius. Shew me a man fearful of 
not being able to catch the manner of his cotemporaries, 
and you will find his produdlions to be formal and con- 
ftrained. Shewmie another of a free fpirit, fond of the 
nature that he copies, and yon will acknowledge his fuc- 
cefs. Almoft all* the great Artifts have cither flouriflicd 
before the eftabliftxment of Academics, of- have employed 
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their pencils in a different tafte from that which reigned 
in fuch locieties. 

Corneille, Racine, Defpreaux^ and the Painter Lc 
Moine, not only took a different path from their c 6 * 
temporaries, but had them all for their enemies. 

Nicholas Poussin, born at Anderley, in Normandy, 
in the year 1599, ^vas the pupil of his own genius, but 
j)erfettcd himfelf at Rome. He was Piled the Painter 
of Men of Wit ; and might alfo have been Piled that of 
Men of Tafie. He had no other fault, except his aggra^ 
vating the dark ihadings of the Italian School. 

yc.was in his time the greateP Painter in Europe* 
Being invited from Rome to Paris, he fell a vidtim to 
envy and party, which made him epuit his country. 
This misfortune has happened to more than one AniP. 
Pouffin returned back again to Rome, where he l'i\ed 
poor, but contented. His phllofophy raifed him above 
foitune. He died in 1665. 

lujSTACHius LE SuF.UR, bom at Paris, in iHy, hav- 
ing no other maPer than Fouet^ became, however, an 
excellent Painter. 1 10 had carried his art to the higheP 
degree, when he died, at the age of thirty-eight, in 

Bourdon and le Valentin were alfo famous. The 
three beP paintings that adorn the Church of St. Peter, 
at Rome, aie ihofc of Pouffin, of Bourdon, and of Va- 
lentin. 

Charles LERiaiN, born at Paris; in 1619. He had 
feaveely diPlnguiflicd his talent, when the Superintenuant 
Fouquet, one of the moP liberal and the moP unfortu- 
nate ifien that ever lived, granted him a penfion of twenty- 
four thouiand livres, of the prefent currenc}n 

It is remarkable that his pidtuie of Darius’s Family, 
which is at Vcrfaillcs, is not dilgraced by the colouring 
of that of Paul Veronefe, which hangs oppoPtc to 

* One might Pipp'^fe from this pafliigc, tljat Corneille, R;icine, 
and DefprC'uix, were all Painic.s. J>at thrg is Voltaire’s manner of 
writing He juil hint?, en pofj'int^ that lervile imitation is as great a 
difadvantage in poetry, as in painting, ^irurjjlator* 

VoL. I, ’ m 
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it; and furpafll's it much, in the defign, the compofb 
tion, the dignity, the expreffion, and the fidelity of the 
Coftvmt The prints or impreffions taken from his paint- 
ings of Alexander’s battles, arc more in rc(|ucfl: than thuie 
of the battles of Conftantine by Raphael and by Julio 
Romano. 1 Ic died in 1690. 

PKThx MiuNard, born at Troyes, in Champagne, 
in 1610, v.'as the rival of I.e Rrun tor fome time ; but 
podcrirv do no" fee him in that light, lie died in 160 c,. 

C L A e D I c s G 1. 1: i. . ca I led C l a v o i- 1 .0 r rain. 1 1 1 s 
father, who bound him up]n'e^ulce to a j)allry-c()ok, 
did not torelee that his Ion utnild one day bicome one 
of the fiid L.nuifcap'e-[Ranleis in iAirc)pc. lie died at 
Rome, in io'8. 

Cas^ . '1 iveie arc fomc piflina s of his ihat begin to bear 
a high piioe. 1 !icv rcncler^Utiiee too late, in France, to 
good .11; if .. 'I'neir middling peiiorinaiua s do too miic'a 
ini*!!'/ ) o [[idir nialler-picces. i'iie {[alians, on the cc^n- 
trarv, exeiiic the middling, on acc(;i;iu oi t!ic cxccllcnr 
ones. Ev'O'}’ orhe; nation endcavoiiis toe\ioi ihiir own 
coiintiy ; but the P'lVnch I'ecm to piJa foiCigners, in 
every thing. 

Josi.Pii Pakossfl, born in 1648, was a good Pain- 
ter. but furp-afed by hs ion. Fie diul in 1^04. 

|oir', JouvHN’Er, la>.n at Rouciu in 1^44, a pupil to 
Lc If un, but inferior to his maficr, thoiig'a a good 
Pai'iter All his [>ieces have a yellow can in them. Me 
lav cvciV thing in this light, from a fingular conforma- 
tion of his org.ius of fight f. Fie died in 171 7. 

Iohn-Baptiss'' Saxicrkl. F!e painted level al admi- 
rable eafel-phccs of a colouring- jull: and tGiuler. 

* An attention to the diiforcnt ciiilaniB ot linen and jtUces, wliich 
a Painter Ihould oblerve in •jadureu 

f It is more mitural, I think, to impure this no nnUtance to the 
accidental humours of his hod)’, titan to the pcculi.nity ol his vifual 
faculty.' Peojjle affe'£ted udth the jaundice, Ibc every thing of a yel- 
low com)})lcxion. //’.V. 

I PiPt'jics to be let hi frames, in contradiftia'iiion to al or 

cicling paintings. Ikid» 


Jlis 
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His pifturcof Adam and Eve is the moil hcaioi'ul piece 
of paintino; in Europe. Thai of Si. Thciefa, in tlie 
Chapel of Vcrfailles, is a mauor-;)iecc of giaic ; and all 
that can be objeded to it, is its !)ei:u tjo' volupruous an 
objed for an altar. 

La Fosse diilinguiflicd'himtir by a nicrh pretry ncailv 
of the fame kind. 

Bon Boulogne was an cxcclicnr Painlcr. The la:il 
proof of it is, that his pidures fell veiv dcir. 

Louis Bou log n e, 1 lis painiinop^ u hich arc not u ith- 
out their merit, arc leis cftccmcd, noavver, iliaa th(»feuf 
his- brother. 

IIaous, an iineopial Painter; but in his bell pieces he 
has ecjualied Rcnibrandr. 

Rigaut. Although he had little reputation in 
any tiling ]^ut Portrait-painting, the large picture in 
which he reprefents Cardinal Bouillon opening (he I loly 
Year, is a chef-Lfccwirc equal to the bell va^rks of Ru{)ens. 

Dk Troye painted in the talk* of Rigau.. His fon 
drew feme hi Rory- pieces that aic much clteemed. 

War rn ATf ^vas in the beautiful, very nearly wliat Te- 
niers was in tlie grotcfiuc. He lornied feholais whofe 
pidiircs arc In rcquell. 

Le Moine has, perhaps, furpafled all thefe Painters, 
by the compofition of the Saloon of Hercules, at Vcr- 
failles. That a])Othcofis was a piece of flattery defigned to 
pleafe Cardinal Plcrc-des dc Fleury, who had nothing in 
common with the fabulous hero but his name. It had 
been better, in the gallery of a King of France, to have 
reprefented an apothcofis of Henry IV. 

Le Moine, envied by his brothcr-artifts, and thinking 
himfelf not fufliciently rccompenfcd by the Cardinal, de- 
ftroyed himfelf, in ddpair, in 

Some others have excelled in painting animals, as 
Desportes and Oudry; others have fucccedcd in Minia« 
ture, and a great number in Portrait, painting. Some 
artifls, and particularly the famous V^tuLO, (liRingirdh 
themfelves, at this day, in greater works-, lo that it is to 
be hoped this art will uoc be loft among us. 

m 2 
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Of SCULPTORS, ARCHITECTS, 
ENGRAVERS, &c. 


S CULPTURE was carried up to its perfeftion under 
Louis XIV. and fuftained itfclf in its full merit uiv 
der Louis XV. 

J/^MES Sarrathst, born in 1590, executed mader- 
picces at Home, for Pope Clement VUL and worked 
afterwards at Paris with the fame luccefs. He died in 
j66o. I 

Peter Puget, born in 1662, an Archiicft, Painter, 
and Sculptor; famous for fevcral works that may be 
fecn both at Marfeilles and at Vcrfaiiles. He died in 
1695. 

Le Gros and Theodon have cmbelliflied Italy with 
their works. Each of them made at Rome two Models, 
which bore away the prize from all their coiupctitors, and 
arc reckoned among the chefs’d'auvrcs, Le fjros died 
at Rome, in 1719. 

Francis Girarjdon, born In 1627, has equalled all 
that has come down to us of the works of Antirjuity, by 
his Baths of A['ollo, and his Monument of Cardinal 
Richelieu. He died in 1745. 

The CoisEVAux and the Coustoux, with many others, 
diftinguilhcd themfelves at that time, but have been 
much furpafled fince, by four or five of our modern 
Sculptors. 

Chauveau, Nahteuil, Meulan, AudraNj He- 
pELiNG, Lc Cl,y.rc, Drevet, Poilly, PicAR I , aiul 
Duchange, fuccceded alfo by better arcifts, have excel- 
led in the engraving of Copper-plate$ ^ and their prints 

‘ are 

I 
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jare- placed in the cabinets of thofc who cannot afford 
the expence of Paintings. 

Some mereGokifmiths, fuchas Balin and Germain, 
have deferved to be ranked among the moil: celebrated 
Artdls, from the beauty of their dcfigns, and the elegance 
of their workmunlhip. 

It is not fo ealy for a genius born with a fine tafte in 
Architedturc, to exhibit his talents, as it is to all other 
artifts. He cannot raife noble monuments of his Ikill, 
except when Princes order them to be ereded. More 
than one Archited has pollefled talents that were ufclefs 
tQ himfelf and the world. 

Francis Mansard was one of the bed Architeds In 
Europe. The Callle, or rather the Palace of Maifons, 
near St, Germain’s, is anvafter-piecc, bccaufchcwas left 
intirely at liberty to indulge his own genius in the edifice. 

Julius-FIardouin Mansard, his nephew, acquired 
Iff! immenfe fortune under Louis XIV. and was Superin- 
tendantof the buildings. The fine Chapel of the Invalids 
is executed by him. lie could not difplay all his talents 
on that of Verfailles, where he was cramped by the 
ground. 

It has been remarked of the City of Paris, that it has 
only two fountains in a good tafte ; the old one of John 
Gougcon, and the new one of Boncharclon ; and even 
thefe are very ill placed. It has likewife been objedecl, 
that it has no othc: magnificent 1'heatre but that of the 
louvre, which is never made life of; that audiences 
are forced to aflcmble in Play>houfcs built without tafte, 
proportion, or ornament, and equally defedive in the 
litiuilions, as in the conftrudion ; while fuch a number 
of country-towns afford them examples of which they 
have not yet benefited* 

But France has beendlftinguiflied by other public works 
of much greater importance; by her vaft Ilofjiitals ; her 
Magazines; her magnificent Ih'idgcs ; her C^ays; herim- 
menie Mounds to reftrain the rivess Vithin their chan- 
nels ; her Canals ; her Sluices ; her Ports ; and, above all, 
)ny the Military Architedure of fo many frontier-places, 

where 
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where folidity Is joined to beauty. Every one knows the 
works railed upon the dcfigns of PtRiiAULt^ of Levau^ 
and of Dor BAY. 

I'hc art of Gardeninnj was created and perfeded by Lk 
Notre, for Plcafnrc-Grounds j and by La Quintinie, 
for the Fruit and Kitchen Gardens. It is not true, that 
La Notre carried his fimplicity fo far as familiarly to 
embrace the King and the Pope. His pupil, Collinau, 
aliured me, that thofe anecdotes, repeated in fo many 
Diftionaries, were falfe ; but indeed one need not fueh a 
teftimony to be allured that an Overfeer of Gardens could 
not life the freedom of kifhng Kings and Poi)es on klh 
Jides their ears 

The engraving in precious ftoncs ; the Dies for Me- 
dals ; the calling of types for Printing ; all thele are figns 
of the rapid progrefs of the other Arts. 

The Clock and Watch' makers, who may be conh- 
dered as a fort of praclical Natural Philofophers, have 
given caufc to admire the ingenuity of their wurkman- 
lliip. 

They have fhaded their filks, and even the gold which 
Is worked up with them, with an art and tafte fo curious, 
that though they arc only worn for fnmpuious apparel, 
they deferve to be treafured up as the monuments ot Ikill 
and indnllry. 

They began to make China-ware at St. Cloud, before 
thev attempted it in ^iny other part of Europe. 

In fliort, the lad Age has ]nit it in the power of the 
prefent to col left into one bodv, and to tranfmit to 
poftcrity, the depofit of all the Arts and of all the Sciences, 
carried as far us human induftry could extend them in 
which work a fociety of ingenious men, endowed both 
with capacity and learning, have jointly laboured 

This extenfive and immortal undertaking leems to ac- 
cufc the lliortnefs of human life. It was commenced by 

^ Killing lull one chtek, then the other, as is faid in thefe Dic- 
tionary Memoirs. Translator 

^ The French Encyclopccdia, Ibid, 


Mcffieurs 
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Meffieurs D’Alembert and Diderot, thwarted and 
pcrfccutcd by envy and ignorance. This is the fate 
of all great enterprizes. It were to be wiflicd that 
fome foieign compilers had not tlifgraeed this important 
work by puerile declamations, and common-place infi- 
pidities ; which, however, arc not capable of prevent- 
ing the original part of it from being fcrviccablc to the 
world. 


INTRO- 




INTRODUCTION 


TO THE 


A G E of LOUIS XIV. 


C H A P. I. 

I T is not folcly the Life of Louis XIV. that we have 
undertaken •, our objed is of a liigher nature. We 
would endeavour to delcribe to pollerity, not only the 
adions of a finglc man, but the fpirit, and the genius 
of men, in an age the mod enlightened that evef 

appeared. nr .11 

.^11 times have produced heroes, and ftateimen ; aU 

nations hvivc experienced revolutions •, all hiftories are 
pretty equal, to thole who would only loadtheii memo- 
ry with matters of faft. But thofe who relieft, and, 
what is dill more rare, thofe V/ho are endowed with a 
didinguifliing tade, reckon but four ages in the hdtory 
of the world. Thefe four happy er^s are thofe in which 
the arts were brought to perfection, and which, fcrving 
as epochas to the greatnels ot the human underdanding, 
are an example to poftericy. 

Voi,l. ^ ' B Th. 
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TliC firfl; of thofc, to wliich true glory is annexed,, 
is thar of Philip and of Alexander; or rather of Ucri^ 
cles, Demoflhencs, Ariftotlc, J^lato, Apelles, Praxi- 
teles ; and this honour was limited to (i recce; the rell 
of the world, then known, remaining illll in a date of 
barbarifm. 

The fecond age is that of Cmfar and Augnflus, di- 
ftinguifnecl alfo by the names of LAieietius, of Cicero, 
of I'ltus-Livy, of- Virgil, of Horace, of Ovid, of Variij, 
and oFTitruviun 

ihv' thirX is which iuccerdf'd iiicti! iiig- oi’ Con- 
ilantinoplc, hv ‘Mahonu’t II. Ti/.: ler may rcc oL 

led, tliar at ihiz iimc lecn in a t;i 

prAvttc citizens bri^.gro oafs an ewnr, Unit might hava 
be.. n tlivajy lv,. -m ,uclncvcnie::t lor ti;e Knigsol ifuronc. , 
Tins was the laniii’. Aftfin''; ;'-.h."d lu I'loia me h' 

the title ol the /.m, v'v.i Cu I'lnTs drove out oi 
(L'ecce. the . ;a e,i tlir gio’v (v Ir.d.v. I'iv 

fine arcs had tliere begun to re /iy:' r.i,.’,/, ai.di i'h' li f 
ans hoiwaared tlicm \df.h riie title or ; rve g a die :.;i- 
rdtnt Greelis uh-d to cha.rjwLcri/c th- . , vie n jf'. 

of irifilo,:/. f.veiy clung ll.'.n Ui.vied twi-.ee.i, jve: 
fed ion. 

Tlic arts, as atiadl rovugl inv: 1 lu m Oicere :o Italy, 
mer there with a congeimil loii, m V'\\< 'i diLy 
luddcnly. France, I'in 'land, Ch':"nuy, bpui'g \vuUu' 
in their tarn talfe of iliOe rruiis ; but, eidwr liiey eevi i 
travelled to thofe ( iiin.'Ua', c: cile ci’']ekiy o'y. ^ ir>vf o 
there, 

Fiancis I. en^'oiiraged the f f*rrn'\l •, luu if was tlv' C 
who v/eie merely < 0 . Me ijac arciiitedu, L.it he ine! 
neither Michac*! :\nr;elo's nor 1 aliauio's, auj-ung the:u. 
Fie {frove in vain to elfabhlh Idioof: loi r luiing, in h ■ 
kinmiom ; but the It. ddan oamters ne invited made no 
French pupils. Alev, epigrams, and ionic iooic talcs, 

• Tlh^ woul is not to l*t* lintlcrllood in die nioi.d Irnfe of it, here. 
The Italian eeprelTion of <L’;r/.v, refcies inerd) to a ieience in the luw 
a-rtP, I’ach a^i is comptchen'leJ in the k»io\vledyo ot a ^'irfur/h; a qi. i- 
iitv quite dilliiFt from the vfrtrts of the RoiiKnu. ^ oitaire would ini'- 
Jead hy the equivoque of the term. 

com pc led 
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conipofcd all our poetry; and Rabelais was our only 
book in proic, that was current at the time of } lenry il. 

In a word, Italy alone was in poirelTion of every art 
and Icience, exceptinfv mulic, which had nor then been 
brought to any perfection, and expeniuental philof^pbv, 
equally unknown, every where; and winch Cjalileo af- 
terv/ards introduced to the world. 

d'hc fourth age IS that which is named the Arm of 
Louis XlV. and perhaps, the one ot tlie four ti)at ap- 
proaches the nearell to perfedion. lennclied witii the 
uifeoveries of the three former, it excelled, in certain 
things, the three others put togctlicr. b.oiie of the arts, ' 
it mud he conftfled, were canied fartlier, than under 
the Medicibs, the Augurtus'‘s, andahe Alexaiidri s’ ; but 
the liuman underitancling became much more enlighten > 
cd. I'rue phiiofophy was not known till that time; 
and it is but jull'ice to fay, that commencing from tlie 
lad year of Cardinal Richelieu, and proeeeeiing to rhofe 
which immediately lucceeded the death ofLoms XIV. 
there came to pafs, in our arts, in our minds, in our 
manners, as well as in our government, a general revo- 
lution, which ought to ferve as an eternal mark oi the 
true glory of our country. I’his happy infuenee did 
not even coniine itfelf to fmance ; it extended alio to 
hngland, and excited an emulation which that piotound 
and ingenious nation then Hood in need oi ; it inipiicd a 
ratlc in Germar>', and introducetl the Icienccs into Kul- 
!ia ; it even re-animated lr.dy, which had begun to lan- 
guiih, and all Europe is indebrad lor its poiitends and 
Us locial fpirit, j;o the Court of I.ouis XlV. 

^ Wh.it a declamation, and thoroughly French ! It puts one in mind 

a dancing-maiier in fomc play, who, when Mds t*cirijs dopes witfi 
her lover, impute'; the indilcrction entuciy fo her net Ucuned to 

daner. Reacunt Sotiirfua France gave the ton to :d! Lurupe 1 

I ouis fniUd in hi: lehemc of uiilvcil.il mouarchy. — iVJarlborough and 
he didcied in tliat point; lint Voitaire, to make him amends, has 
gi'en him an unixciial empire over tl* a*rts fciences and hreratiue. 
Vhis it Oefcarti’s tliat mltrui^tcd Newton ? Was it Iloilcm vvlio inlpued 
hldton ? And did not Shaktfpeaie and Hacon precede L tuich de 
Ly. n i^uutorzer * , 

Voltaire {peaks here in profe, almoa with as much hyper ('ok. gu 
^ jg ^ Fontaine 



.4 


THE AGE O E LOUIS XIV. 


It is not pretended, that thefe foiirar.es were exempt 
f\*om misfortunes or from crimes. I'lie perfedion of 
arts, cultivated by priv.:r,e and peaceable ii'.dividu il ;, 
could not prevent Princes from being ambitio’is, the 
people from falling into fedition, or the priclis and 
monks from being fomet'mes turbulent and knavillu 
All ages were alike, v;itb regard to r!ie wickednefs ot 
men; but I know ordy of tliefe four eras diilinguifltcd 
for perfons of extraordinary taleius. 

Before (he age which I R.Ie that of Louis XIV. and 
which comnicnced about tlie time that the French Aca- 
demy was ellablirimd, the Italians denominated ail the 
* barbarians ; and it mull be confeiled, 
that then the French merited, in a great meafure, tliis 
charafter. I'heir forefathers joined the romantic chi- 
valry of the Moors, to the Gothic grofiiuds of manners ; 
and had among them fcarcely any of the polite arcs ; 
which proves, tliat the uleful ones were neglecded : for 
when a people have providetl what is nrccfliuy, the next 
thing they think of, is the elegancies and lujreriluities of 
life. And it is not to be wondered at, that painting, 
fculpture, poetry, eloquence, or philolopliy, wtu'c al- 
moft unknown to a nation, which having ports ou the 
Ocean and the Mediterranean, had, however, no tieet ; 
and who indulged themfelves in luxury to ex refs, with- 
out having even the coarfell manufactures fabiicatcd in 
their country. 


Fontaine does in vcjfc, wlcre lie addrefles Rcclnc, on his being ap- 
pointed liiiloriographer to Louis XIV. 

On nous prornet Vhtjloire^ G* cejl iin haut frejet. 

attends heaucoup dc dariy heamoup plus du fujet, 

Jl ejl riche y tl eji vnjie^ il ejl pldn de nolle [jc \ 

11 me feroit tumbler pour Rornct ^ pour la Greet. 

This hillory is, indeed, a noble objfft. 

Much from thy art is hoped, more from the fubjed, 

A theme fo rich, fo great, fo full of glory ! 

I tremble for the Grtck and Roman lYoiy. 

• The countries on the other fide the Alps ; France, Germany, 
They karned this from Greece too, who lUkd all nations but their 
own fo, 

'fhe 
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■ The jews, the Genoefe, the Vc-netian'j, the Pvortu- 
guefc, the Flemings, the HollanJcrs, and the Knglifii, 
by tarns earrlcvl on the commerce of France, which was 
ignorant of the very principles of it. Louis XI 1 1 at his 
acccirion to the tlironc, was not mailer of a Tingle veffel t 
Paris did not contain quite four hundred thoiifand fouls 
and was not decorated with above four handf '•me edifi- 
ces, the other towns of the kmgdoni reieinbiing thofc 
vdlages tliat a:c iitaated on the blhcr lidc the Loire. 
The noblclle, garrifoned thrv^igla.ut the country in 
callles, or towers, lutroundedny mo. its, opi)rclled the 
tillers of the foil. I'he high-ways weie almoll imp.aT- 
lablc, the cities without police, the ilate without money, 
and the government molt generally wdthout crcilit among 
other nations. 

One mu(t not diflemhl.?, that fince the decline of the 
Chailcmaone family, France h..r. lan»uiflicd, more or 
Fls, in tlic lame decay, becaule ihc had hardly ever the 
advantage ot a good government. 

Jt is nccelliiiy, in order to render a ftate powerful, 
cither that the people fhould enjoy a freedom tuunded 
on laws, or that the fovercign authority fliouki Ite ab- 
foliite, or without controul. In France, the people in 
general weic P.aves, till about the time of I'hilip A uguf. 
ttis ; the nobility tyrants, rill Louis XI. ; and the Kings, 
always occupied in maintaining their authoiiiy .tgainll 
their' vali'als, were never at leilurc enough to confider 
about the profpency oi their iubjedls, nor the powei to 

render tliem happy. •, m 

• Loms XI. enl^gcd the prcrog.ativc royal coa.hderably, 
but did nothing for the lelicity or glory ot the nation *. 
Francis I. gave rife to commerce, to navigation, to let- 
ters, and ail the arts; but his life was too untortunace 
to make them itrike root in France, anti they all died 
away with him. Henry the Great was endeavour.ng to 
rcictie France from the calamiMc* and buiii-.riim into 
which thirty years of difcordhad plunged hei, when l.c 

• Louis XI. as a French Hiftorian expu'iTes hlmftU; fit k 
ciii a.t Us rsss hers difagi. 

jj 2 was 
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was afTalTinated in the capital, amidfl: the very people 
whole wellaie he was exerting himfelf about. Cardinal 
Richelieu, wholly occupied in lowering the Houfe of 
Anftria, in abolifliing the Calvinifts, and reducing the 
powei ot: the nobles, did not pofTefs a power peaceable 
enough to reform the nation ; but he commenced, how- 
ever, this happy work. 

So that during an interval of nine hundred years, the 
genius oi the French was cramped under aCiothic govei n- 
rnent, in themidft of divUions and civil wars, having nei- 
ther laws nor culloms eiiabliflied, and changing trom 
age to age a language always barbarous; the nobles 
v/itliout education addifting themfeives, by turns, to 
war and idlenefs ; the clergy living in diC>rdiT and ig- 
norance ; and the ]Jcopic without indulLiy, crouching 
under their milery. 

The French bore no part, either In the great dilco- 
veries, or in the happy inventions of other nadons. 
Prin'ing, gunpowder, glaf^, the telefeopc, the lector, 
the air-pump, the true Ivliein oi the Univcric, were no 
property of theirs. They employed thcmlclves in iits 
and tournaments, while tiie Spaniards and Portugiieie 
were dilcovering and conquering the thillcrn and Well- 
ern worlds. Charles V. had rendered the treauires 
ot Mexico current in liuropc, betore the I'uni c'ts or 
Francis I. had dilcovered the barien country of Chnidda. 
JButeven from the little that the French did, In tlu^ be- 
ginning of the fixteenth century, one may Ijc able to 
judge what tliey are naturally capable of, under proper 
aulpicts. '' 

We purpofe now to fhew what they were, under 
Louis XIV. 

It mult not be expefted to meet with here, any more 
than in the hiftory of the preceding times, tedious details 
of wars, of fieges, of towns taken and recovered l)y 
arms, lurrendercd an,d^reHored again by treaties. A 
thouland circumlfances which might have been intereiL 
to coteniporaries, become of no confequence to poF 
teruy, and are entirely loll in the contemplation oi the 
great events which have decided the fate of limpire.'i. 
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!t is not every fac> tiiar ^ v>; cn,''!, v,ij. Ii iX'fcrves to 
be recorded. vVcllull.^ ^^.eic'o.e, ;e t!ic joiUwinfi; hif- 
tory, only have regarti to vvdit in.e' n’le arieptioii 

of all times, to what may d''iine.ue tin* ;>eii;'js and the 
manners of men, to whacev'.'r i" >v ihrve Kjr infrudion, 
and recommend the love of vnine, of ihe a.ts, and of 
our country. 

We iliall lirllfliew wlvit 1 'ranee and th.c ot: cr fiatcs of 
Europe were, before the birth of Louis after 

which tire parent events, both political and military, of 
his rei[!;n, lliall be then defcriLal. 'The inreiior govern- 
ment of the kingdom, the moll important u'ojed to the 
people, fliail be treated of feyviiately. d'he private life 
of I.ouis XIV. the particulars of Ids Court, and o" his 
reign, will occupy a large fpa('e in this work. Other 
parts lha 11 be appropriated to the .irts, thelc.;ence% and 
to the progrefs of the human nund in tins age. We lhall 
bnally Ipcak of the Church, which inis been ioloiu^ con- 
nected with the date, wdiieh fometinus dillurbs, and 
iomerimes drengtliens it; and which, though inlbtuted 
lor lire inllructajii ot morals, is too olten imparcd by 
politics and human palHons. 


C II A P. II. 

The Sir/cs of E:{rcj)e lefore Louis XI L. 

C HRISTIAN Europe, all except RufTia, might 
tor a longitime have been conlidered as a lort ot 
great Republic^iivided into ieveral States, f )mc mcnar- 
chicad, and oihers mixt. Of tl.c latter, 1(3 3 c were arillo- 
critical, and odiers popular; but all connif.ed witli one 
anoriicr; all proCPdng the l.uiie lyilem oi icligion, tlio* 
divided into feveral feCts ; .dl a( knovvledging the lame 
principles of jrublic uilhce and poiicies, unknown to 
the other nations of the worhl • 

*Tis from tiiefe jirincipies that the European nations 
do not make Oave^^of th* t piiioiie: ^ akcii in v. ar; that 
they relpccf the aipbalTadors ot tueir enemies; that they 
B 4, have 
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have agreed among themrelves about the pre-eminence 
and the rights of certain princes, as the h’mperor, the 
j^ing.s and other leper potentates ; and abovt* all, that 
thev h.ave coni’eu^nted together in that found policy of 
prefcrving among tiie States, as far as poH’bly they can, 

, an even balance oi power-, afriaiioufiv employing nego- 
tiations, even in themidll: cf wn" exchanging ambalia- 
dors with one another, or penhomng fpies in a lels ho- 
nourable ilaiion, who may advile all the Courts ol the 
projefts of any particular one, give at the lame time the 
alarm to Europe, and defend the weaker Stares irom the 
invalions which the Itronger are too' generally apt to un- 
dertake. 

Since Charles V. the balance leaned towards the 
Houfe of Auflria, This powcrtiil family were, ai^out the 
year i6qo, miftrefs of Spain, of Portugal, aiui the trea- 
fures of America; the L ow Countries, the Milanele, the 
Kingdom of Naples, Bohemia, Hungary, cyen Germa- 
ny, (if one may fay lb) were become their patrimony; 
and if lb many States had-bvtn unued under any Tingle 
prince of this family, it mull: he acknowledged iliac all 
the reft of Europe mull have fubinitted to his empire. 

Of GERMAN Y. 

THE German Empire is the moft powerful neigh- 
bour of Trance. It is more extenfiv’c, and tfiough Ids 
rich, perha[)s, in money, it is tar more fruit! ill in 
hardy and athletic men, who pacicnily cnduie the yoke 
of labour. The German Nation governed, pretty 
nearly, as France was formudy by t!h hifl: Kings of 
the Capet race, v/lio v/ere Chiefs uUen ill obeyed, by 
feveral of their great, and alio many of tlieir iiilerior 
vaffais. At prdent, lixly Free 'Towns, which arc called 
Imperial ones*, about as many feciilar Sovereigns ; near 
forty FcclefiafUcal Princes, be they Bil]) 0 |)s or Abbots ^ 
nine Electors, am^ng Wkom may nov/ be reckoned four 
Kings; and in fine tlie Hmperor, Chief ot all tliefe 
potentates ; form this great Germanic body, which ha^j 
been preferved .uiito thdp days, through the phlcgma- 
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no temper of the Germans, with almoll aj mucli i";;!.-.. 
larity, as there was, formerly, confuiion in the ['ivnrh 
government. 

Each member of the Empire has his rights, In’s pri- 
vileges, and his duties ; and the laborious knowledge 
of lb many laws, which arc often conielted, is what is 
called, in Germany, the i)ludy of the Laivs of Natiom^ 
for which that nation is lb famous. 

The Ekriperor himfelf is not, in reality, richer or 
more powerful than a Doge of Venice. It is well 
known that Germany, being divided into Freed owns and 
Principalities, can afford nothing to the Chief of all 
thele petty States, except a pre-eminence, with vafl 
honours, indeed, but without dominions, without mo- 
ney, and coniequently without power, d'o the title ot 
Em[)eror, there is not annexed one fingle village. Ne- 
verthelels this dignity, often as vain as it is void, bc- 
^came fo powerful in the liands of the Aullrians, tliat it 
was much feaied they would convert this Republic of 
Princes, into an ablblute Monarchy. 

d’wo parties then divided, and Hill divide, the Chrif. 
tlan World, particularly Germany. The liiit is that of 
the Catholics, more or IcE ol)edieot to the Pope. 1 he 
fecond is that of the eneniiei to that fpiritual and tem- 
poral authority claimed by the Pope and the Catholic 
prelates. Thele latter are dlllinguiOicd by the general 
name of Proteft« nts, though they are divided into Lu- 
therans, Calviriifts, and other appellations, that hate 
one another as cordially as they do Rome. 

Germany, Saxo,ny, a partoi Brandenourgh, the Pa- 
launate, part o^.^'feoiiemia, ot Hungary, the States of 
the Houfc of Brunfwick, Wirtenbuigh, and I IcfTc, fol- 
low the Lutlieran Religion, which they llile Evangelical. 
All the Free Imperial Towns have likewife emimaced 
this lecl, which appears to be better litted than tlie Catho- 
lic I'leligion, to people jealous of their Ldberty. 

d’hc Calvinills, that 'aic dilpa-iW among the more 
powerful Lutherans, form but a very inconfiderable 
pa;’;y. The Catholics comurehend the reft of the Ern- 

po, 
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pire, and having the Houfe of Auftria at their head, 
were, without'doubt, of the inoft importance. 

ISot only Germany, but ail the Chriitian States ftill 
bleed with the wounds they received in fo many religious 
wars*, a rage peculiar to Chriltians, unknown to In, 
fidels, and the unhappy confeqiicnce of that dogmatic 
Ipiric, fo long introduced into all ranks and conditions, 
'i'herc are few points nf controverfy that have not occa- 
fioned a civil war ; and it mull be a matter of wonder 
to ioreign nations, perhaps to our own podrrity, that 
our forefathers fhould liavc < ontinued to daughter one 
another, for fo many years, while they were preaching 
the doftrine of patience. 

1 have already flievvn how Ferdinand II. ^ was near 
changing the German Ariftocracy into an abfolute Mo^ 
narchy, and how he was as near being dethroned by 
Gullavus Adolphus. His Ion Ferdinand HI. who in-, 
herited his politics, and who like him made war in hr; 
clofet, reigned during the minority of i .oms XIV. 

Germany was not at that time lo flouriihing as it is 
become fincc; luxury was there unknown, and the con- 
vcrdencics of life were then veiy rare, even among 
the Great. They were not introduced till towards die 
year 1686, by the French refugees who went thither to 
cftablifli their manufactures. This populous and iertiie 
country wanted both coinmeicc and money, d'iie gra- 
vity of their manners, and the (lownels peculiar to the 
Germans, drprived them of thole reiinements and 
pleafing arts, which the lagacity ot the tdians had 
long fince cultivated, and which thy indullry or |;h^ 
French Irom th.t time endeavoured t(i bring to perlcc- 
tion. 

The Germans, though rich at home, were poor every 
where elfe ^ and that poverty, joined to the difficulty oi 
reuniting, in a fhort time, fo many different people under 
the fame ftandards, rendered them as they are at prelent, 
incapable of carrying ^ v.'ur, and fupporting it for any 

* Sec the EfTay on General Ilklory, addrtlTcd to Madame the Mar- 
chionef of C'hatelec, 

length 
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Icnn^tli of time, intoanvof the neighbouring countries, 
Uuc the Ficnch generally make the lunpire itlelf the 
. feat of \v:ir againit the Emperors. The difference in 
the government and genius of the people, I'eems to ren- 
der the French fitter for attack, and the Germans for 
defence. 


Of S P A I N. 

SPAW, governed by the cldeff branch of the Hoiife 
of Aullria, fpread more terror after the death of 
Charles V, than the (German nation. The Kings of 
Spain were incomparably more rich and more abfolute. 
The mines of Mexico and Potofi feemed to furnilh 
them with means to purchafe the Liberty of Europe, 
Every one has heard of the fcheme for a monarchy, or 
gather for an univerfal luperiority, over our Chnffian 
continent, which was formed by Charles V. and purlucd 
by Philip II. 

The Spanilh grandeur, under the reign of Philip III, 
was but a vaff body, without fubftance, which had 
greater repute, than ffrengtli. 

Philip IV. who inherited Ids father’s wcaknels, loft 
I'ortugal by his negligence, Roufdlon by tlie weaknds 
of his arms, and Catalonia by an abule of del potic 
p>ower. Such Kings could not long be luccelsful, in 
rlteir v/ars with Prance. If the divifions and faults ol 
tlieir enemy gave them fome advantage, they loft the 
fruits of them, by their incapacity. Bdides, the pri- 
viliges of the people they ruled over, gave them a right 
to be refraff()i> ' I'he Caftillians had the prerogative 
of not fightiiig our of their own country ; the Arrago- 
nians were continually difputing their freedom with the 
Loyal Council ; and the Catalonians, who confidered 
their Kings as their greateft enemies, would not fuffer 
them even to laile recruits in their provinces. 

Flowever, Spain, united with* the Empire, threw a 
tremendous weight into the Balance of Europe. 


Of 



THE AGE or LOUIS XIV. 


’U 


Of PORTUGAL. 

PORT UGAL, at that time, became again akingdoir.. 
John Duke of Braganza, who was reckoned a very ^v(•;lk 
Prince, 'wrehed that province from aKing far weaker ihan 
himfelf. I he Portuguefc, trom nereffity, cultivated t.kc 
commerce which Spain, from pride, negleftcd. Tlity 
became leagued with Frarue and Holland, in tdgf, 
agalnll Spai-n. This revolution in I’urnigal w.:,s (!,' 
more importance to France, than the molt lignal v.ft.;,- 
ries would have been. I'he French Minilter, who luvl 
not in the Icait contributed to this event, rc,i| ed Jroin 
it, without any trouble, the grtMteft ndvafit.igc that 
can pulTibly be had over an e.neniy, that of iecing him 
attacked by an irreconcileable competitor. 

Fortugrd, throwinpt off the yoke of ^pain, fpreadincy 
its comiiicrce, and increafing its power, retails here the" 
idea or Jioilami, which enjoyed the lame advant.igcs, 
thougl! in a very different manner. 

Of the UNITED PROVINCES. 

TFIIS little State of the Seven United Provinces a 
country fertile in n.aflure, but itenle in grain, unhealthy, 
and almoll drowned by die lea, w.is, for about li.ilf a 
century, a fingular c.xamplc in the world, of wh.ii can 
bct i'icClcd by the love of liberty, and indel'.tiigable l,i 
bou.. I helv^ jieop.k’, poor, tew in numbers, l-eis tr.iincd 
to war tnan the lowcll of the Spanifl^ miiu a, .iitd w.lio 
were yet tliought nothing ot in itui'op.'t ichlieti all the 
force.s of then- midter and tyrant, Ph'lij) |[ ; eluded the 
defigns ot Jeveral Princes:, wlio would iiave aflilled, only 
to eiiilave, tiieiii; aiul li.rte eltabliihec.1 n Iway, whicii 
we have teen able to balance the jtov.'cr of Spain iiklf. 
That defperatenefs, which tyranny n.ittirally jiiovokc, 
firll made them iiav'c retourie to arms ■, I.iberty inlpirctl 
their courage, anti the Princes of the Houle of Oiangc 
made them excellent foldier.s. Hardly had they iiii)- 
dtied their niaiters, when they cftabliflicd a form of 

govcni' 
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gov.ernment, which preferves, as f.ir as it is pcuhlih’, 
an equality in the State, the moft natural ri-lu of 
mankind. 

This State, of fo new a fpccies, was, from its founda- 
tion, clorely attached to France ; tiicy were upitcd by 
one intereft ; their enemies were common to both. 
Henry the Great and Louis XlII, have been its allies, 
and its protestors 

Of E N G L A N D. 

ENGLAND, much more powerful, nffeLled the 
fovercignty ol the fea, and pretended to hold a balance 
between the Powers of Europe ; but Charles [. wlio 
reigned fince 1625, unable to fiipport the weight of 
that balance, tele the f'eptre already flip from his hand. 
He widied to render his authority in Fmglaoal iiu'e- 
‘pendent of the laws, and to alter the religi()n in Scot- 
land. Too obdinate to defiil from his defigns, bur yet 
too weak to execute them ; a good hulbancl, father, 
mailer, and an honell man, but an ill adviied Prince ^ 
he engaged in a civil war, in wliicdi he loll, as wc have 
already faid, the throne, and his life alio, on a fcaf- 
fold, by a revolution almolt unparalleled. 

I'hisS civil war, begun dining the minoriry of 
Louis XIV. prevented England, lor a time, rr'mi en- 
gaging in the int:rell of her neighbours : die loll her 
importance with her good fortune-, her commerce was 
interrupted and the nations around her believed her 
funk beneath her ruins, when on a fudden Ihe became 
more formidable^ chan ever, under the dominion of 
Cromwell, who enflaved her by carrying the golpel in 
one hand, and the fword in .the other, and the nialk of 
religion on his face, and who in his government con- 
cealed the crimes of an Ulurper, under the talents of 
an able King. 

* pray why forget Queen Elizabeth ? 


Of 
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Of ROM E, 

THAT balance which England had long 
hcrfelf to maintain, between the Potentates of Europe 
by her power, the Court of Rome endeavoured to fup. 
port by her policy. Italy was divided, as it is now 
into feveral Sovereignties. That which belongs to tLr 
Pope, is fufnciently extenfive to make him relpedabL, 
as a PrincCy but too inconfider.iblc to render him fur 
midable as a Potentate. 

The nature of that government does not contribun 
towards the peopling of his country, which is alio de- 
ficient both in money and commerce ; his fpiritual an 
thority, in which there is always a lilile of the tempera 
mixed, is equally aboliilicd and abhorred by one-half o 
Chriftendom ; and if by the other half he is looked 
to as a father, he has children who fomednies op pod 
his authority, both with reafon and fucccls. It is tin 
maxim of France to confidcr him as a facred perluii 
but too affuming, whofe feet they ought always to kiK 
but fometimes bind his hands. 

We may yet trace, in all the Catliolic countries, th; 
iteps which the Court of Rome liad tormeriy lakt n to 
wards univerfal monarchy. All the Princes of iliu 
religion, on their acceOion, fend embafue'. of ow’d; cm 
as they are ftiled, to the Pope. Crovii hm ; 

Cardinal in Rome, who takes the* vjP' ci' in one .or 
The Pope grants bulls for all the bIii.op;ic% ai. i ex 
preffes himfelf in them as if his power aionc coidliux 
thofe dignities. All the Italian, Spanilh, ai dl Mclni!) 
bifliops, call themfelves fo, by the Div ne ly.rmiriion ats 
by that of the Holy See. Many ot tlie Frcneli pixfu 
about the year 1682, rejeded this fo. niula, which Vv a 
unknown in the fir ft age ^ and in our days, in i7m' 
we have feen a bifliop * courageous enough to omit 1 
in a mandate, whkh ougiit to be tranfmitteu to poilc 
rity^ a mandate, or rather a fingular precept, where!' 

• Stuart Fitzjames, Billiopof Soifibio. 
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is\cxpreflY declared, v/hat no PontiiT had ever yet 
dar d to lay, tliat ail men, nay even infidels, aic alike 
our brethren. 

In fine, the Pope has preferved, in all the Catholic 
States, prerogatives which he could, certainly, never 
liave maintained, if pretcription liad not given them a 
fandiion. I here is not a Kingdom in which there are nor 
feverai benehLCS in his gift and as a tribute he receives 
the revcnue.s of tlic firlf year of all Confiftoriai liviinrv. 

Tlie Monks, of whom the principal ones refide at 
Rome, ai*c fo many immediate lubiects of the Popes, 
difperled through all the States. Cufbm, which is all ia 
all, and which caufes the world to be ruled by prejudice, 
as much as by laws, would not permit the Princes in- 
tirely to remedy an evil, which was oilierwife connedled 
v/ith things ufeful and holy, do fvvear ailcg;ance to any 
one but one’s lovereign, is liifdi treilon in a layman ; 
43ut in the cloiiler, it i.s an act of religion. The dif- 
ficulty of knowing how far one lliould oliey this foreign 
fovereign ; the eafinrls of letting one’.', ielf be carried 
away ; the pleafure of Hiaking off a natural yoke to rake 
up another of one’s own choofing ; tlie i’pd it of fedition, 
and the unhappinefs of the times, have but too often le- 
duced whole orders of Monks to ferve Rome, aguialt 
their own countries. 

The enlightened fpirit lias reigned in ITancc, 

{luring this latter century, and which has extended iilelr 
through almoft all ranks of liic, has been the moil' 
eiFectual remedy for fuch a lupcrftition. d1ie many' 
excellent books that have been written on tliis fu bjer!, 
haVe rendered material ferviccs, both to the Kings am' 
to the people: •and one of the liappy chaivg.s which 
has, by this means, been made in our morals, undci- 
Louis XIV. is, that the Clergty all agree in thinking 
that they are frit fubjefts to the King, before they 
fervants to the Pope. But ]uriidif ion, that eircntie.l 
mark of fovereignty, ftiil rcirs wjtk the Roman Pontiii. 
isvea France, notwithftanding all the cxemj'tions of the 
Lallican Church, fuffers Hill an appeal to L'C made tor.hc 
Pope, as the latt relburce in ccclefndJicil ( aules, 

3 '' 
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If one wanted to dillolve a marriage, to marry' : 
ccufin, or a niece., to be abfolvcd from one’s vows, i 
is itill to the Pope, and not to the billiop, that the np 
plication is to be made ; the indulgences are there rated 
and the individuals of every nation there purchalc theii 
difpenlations at extravagant prices. 

Thefe impofitions, which are confidcrcd by mat} 
j^eoplc as the confeqiienccs of the moll abfurd prc'di 
dices, and by others, as the remains of the molt lacret 
rights, are hill moft artfully preferved. Rome manage* 
her policy with as much addrefs, as the Roman Republic 
made ufe of to conquer half the world then known. 

No Court ever knew better how to condued: itfclf, ac 
cording to perfons and times. I'he Popes are gene raid 
Italians, grown grey in thelcrviceof the Church, with, 
out paffionsto blind their undcrltanding. Their Counci 
is compofed of Cardinals, who rcfcmble them, and wh^ 
are all animated with the fame fpirir. From the 
Council are inftructions fent forth which extend even t- 
China and America. In this manner docs it bear fwa) 
throughout the globe*, and one might often have faid ni 
it, what a foreigner once did of the Roman lenatc, “ ] 

have feen a Confilloiy of Kings.” 

I'lic molt part ol oiir \Vi iters have very properl) 
rifen up with indignation againll the ambition of th ■ 
Court; blit I know iH.'L any, who have done fudicicir 
jultice to its poln y. I am doubtful whether any othei 
nation could have preleived I'o many difpurcd pieroga 
tives, for fo lung a time in Europe : any otlier Coup 
would, probably, have loll them, eiilicr by inlolencc, oi 
tamcnefs ; by rcmiirncis or precipit.ttion *, but Rome 
always accommcidafing her meafures, cither of linnnrl 
or Ilexibility, according as circumllances have re(]uire(l, 
has contrived to preferve to herfclf eveiy thing lh:n 
humanly fpcaking, it was in her power to keep. 

She has been leen groveling under Charles V. formi- 
dable to Henry III. King of France; friend and enciny 
by turns, to Henry IV. ; lubtlc with I.ouis XIII.; oimnU 
oppofing Louis XI even at the time when he w.e 
moll to be fcaicd ; and often the fccret enemy of th 

Enqumop: 
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Lhiiperors, whom flie was more anprchcnfivx^ of, than 
of the Grand Seignior. 

Some rights, much pretcnfions, patience, and p(dievg 
are all that now remain to Rome, of its ancient d’gnitv • 
who, (ix centuries ago, attempted to fuhieG tUc Imu- 
pire, and all Europe, to the 1 riple Crown. Najdes is 
yet a fuhfiding tellimony of tiiat right which th.c Lopes 
arrogated forineiiy to themfelves, with fo mueh artifice 
and prefumption, of ci eating and bdlowing Kingdoms. 
But die K'ug of Spain, to whom that State belongs, 
now or.]-' leaves to t!ie Court of Rome tiie honour and 
the danger of having a too poweiful v.dfil. 

As tor the re!l, the Papd ^tatecngp’cd a pcrlefl peace, 
inteirupted only by th.e little warfane \v!ii( h \ have al- 
ready ipoken of \ 1 etw. en the two Cardinal Ibniierinis, 
Nephews 10 Tope Urban VIH. and the Uuke of 
Parma, 

Of the \l E M A I N D E R of I T d ] . 1'. 

THE other Provinces of Italy attended to various 
interdb. VeniLe leaied both the Turks and tlie ]'an- 
j:ieror ; v/itli much difriculty flae defended her i erra 
Firma Spates troin the claims of Germany, andi tlie iu- 
vafions oi’ the Grand Seignior. Siie was no longer that 
^N'Tnicc which was formeriy known to be the Miiliefs 
of the World of CoiniriLaac, and which, an hundred and 
'!tcy )La\-s before, liad excited the envy ot fo many 
Kings. The wifdoiu of her government lldl bildihed, 
but her commerce being dellroyed, deprived h<v of ul- 
nioJl ail her pov/er ; and the City of Wnirc was, ironi 
its htuation, Ibifurcd iVom being eoiujiiered, and, tioiu 
its wcaknds, incipableof contjuerii.g. 

The State of Idorence enjoyed butii peace and plenty,* 
under the government of the r/Iedieish 1 Itole arts, 
letters, and elegancies of life, which the Medicis’ firft 
gave rife to, Hill flour ifned •, an 4 Culcany was liicn in 
Italy, what Athens had been in Greece, favoy, torn 


VoL. I 
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to piVccs by a civil war, and b^nafR'd by the French 
and ''pan Ih troops, at lenpth became aliopcfhcr uniud 
in favour of France •, and in Ual), coninburcd much u: 
weaken the uicrMii power 

T\k Swifs preitrved their freedom, as they dill do, 
without ciuleavourinn: to op])ri.is others Iduy lured 
cue their tr(,ops to their neighbours whowrre richei 
than themlelves ^ they were poor ; they were unac- 
quainted with all thofe arts and fciences wdiich Luxury 
has created •, but they were wife and happy. 

Of the KORTHFRN STATES. 

THE Nations cf the North of Europe, Polan/A 
Sweden, Denmark, and Hufiia, w^ere, like the otlv:; 
Powers, lor ever in diilruft, or at war, with one another. 
In Polami, the nuiiineis and goveinmcnt ot the Goth, 
and Fr.uu s reigned as they do llilltlKie; andeebv'' 
King, hiS power divided by the Nobles, an enfi.tviJ 
People, a weak iniantry, a cavalry compofed of i!u 
Nobles not one JO' filed, town, and harcily any commerce. 
This people were lometimes atta ked by tlte Swedes, 
or by the Mufeovite^ and fometnues by the Turi;:. 
The Swed' s, a nuam much treer in its conllitutic n, 
which admits even Peaiants lo be members of thei: 
puolie councils, but who were then more (jbedient to their 
Kings than Poland, weie aliiKdl every where crcjwmed 
wifh viftory. Denmark which was formerly the terror 
of Sweden, was no longer foiinidable to any nation, 
and her re il gr^ainels only vegan under the two King' 
Frederic lil. and IV. Mufeovy was yet but a barba- 
rous nation. 


Of the T U R K S. 

THE Turks wep‘ not then what they had been uif 
der tic Selim, the Maihomets, and the Solimans : then 
rheminacy hcul corrupted the Seraglio, without baniih 
ing ciiit'lty Iroin thence. I'lic Sultans were at onca: 

the 
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the mofl: defpotic lbverein;ns in their Seraglio, and :iu! 
Icail lecurc ot their throne, or tlunr lives : C-'hru n and 
Ibrahim both died by the bow il ring, and Muitaplu 
had been twice depofed. 

d'he Tu'-kilh K npire, we.ikcncd by theie flv)' ks, was 
alfo attacked by the I'eriians • but as fo''' aemc w:is 
rtdieved from that enemy, arid the rcvoloiu -is of tiie 
Seraglio were at an end, ilw F’.mpiir b- ^anve oiue nu.re 
a formidable enemy to ChrilleiHiom. bor Iran tiic 
mouth of the Boriilhencs, even u> the Stiu . ol V r. < e, 
Mulcovy, liungary, Gree e, an i ilie I ive by 

turns fallen a prey to th- • Turkilh arms : and fiom the 
year 164,1, they pc:dev( ,ed in tne war ot e’jric la, \> h'cli 
was fo iatal to the Clirdlian Slates. Sucli 'aera the ua- 
dition, rhe power, ..nd interdbs, of the pin.^cipal na- 
tions in b'liropc, about the tune ot t .e dwuh of 
^ouis XIll. King of France. 

The SITUATION of FRANCE. 

B'RANCE being allied to Sweden, Ilulland, ‘^avoy, 
and Portugal, and having the good wifnes of other in- 
active nations, lupported, againll: Spain and ike Em- 
pire, a war dellrudlive to both parries, and ol laral 
confequcrice to the Floule ot Auilrra. 'rliit war nas 
like all thole which h-ive been c.nrk'd on tor io many 
a.-es between the Chriitian Pimccs, in which millions 
oi lives are lacriflced, and provinces dclh'oyed, to gani 
adrr all forne little frontier towns, vvii/cli arc icldori) 
worth the price of the conqiiell. 

The Genera^Fk of Louis XIII. cono..<rred Roufilion, 
and the Catalonians had juft fubmitied to tiie dominion 
of France, as the protcbtrcls oi tear liberty whuh tie y 
defended agninlt their Kings ; Imt tliele IucccIa'S did 
not prevent their enemies from taking Corbie, in U'37, 
nor from approaching even to Pontokle. Lear had di iven 
half the inhabitants from 1 kirns •, and Cardinal Iticl^e- 
lieu, in the midft of his great projects for humlding the 
Aultrian power, was feduced to die neceflny Oi uxneq 
^ C 2 ah 
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all the Court-Yards in I’aris to oblip^e each to pro 
vide a foot-loklier jor the war, and to rej el the eneiii’ 
at tliC very p;aics (;f the capita.). 

The I'l'f hlu had i''jne much damage to tiie S])aniarJ' 
and the Germans, and had luftained as much iron 
them, in tu.rn. 

The SddvlsNG'ni of FRANCE after the DEATl 
of LOUIS Xni. and the MANNERS of thot 
TIM hS. 

TFLe'S'S wars produced many illuftriou.s Generals 
fuch as a (Ejlla’/us Adolphus, a Vvalllein, a Duke c', 
Weimar, Idcclon in.:, John clc' Y err, tltcMarlEal Cn. 
brianr, r^'e I'hanves ui Or.inye, .;nd the Count lYf I/ ' 
court, d he Mimders of State were nor lefs diliinguilh( h 
Ydie Chnaolior Oxendiiin, ihe Duke d’Olivares, Lc 
but inirrkuhnly Caruii'. d Ib'dieiicu, aitracEcd the not'e 
of all Fill ope. 'Lhere is not any ape in which iom 
Itatclmcn and warriors have not rendered their name 
famous. It ieems, unfortnnatedy, tliat politics a'nd arm 
are the predelTlons molt natural man. We mull \u 
ever fight or negociatc. 'Die na;:; Ibrtunate man pafe 
for thegreared, arid rlie ['ubiic oftcit impute that fueed 
to merit, wliielt is only the elFG (d rot tunc. 

War \^'a^ tlicn < arm i o'i a. Iiave fin< c IF 
it, in tlie 'Nfpi of I/eins X.'k d ne'ira . ‘iea\v'err mn th'’) 
fonumno’i'. S’nce tlv fr n ■ e. n:„ea , by Charles \ 
there had not tveen fm.r a ^’'ne.ai at line head (. 
1lftv tlmuland tr/ n. d hey kehe^ e I and ddended pdaic 
■with fewer cannon th ii'. in flade d s. l h.c art ot iortil'n a 
i:ion was VI t m it^ im'a '^w. Fil e^ ..id ai\/ 'ebuies -j- \\('i 
thcti in me-, .md tliefword vva-i ct lliar iinie thepnncip.i 
v/eapon, which, i^ tendered .ahiKiii uleleC, in the preic:: 
diFipiine. They Hill picfe.vcd the aiwfient law of 

■* This T.r: w'ls iaipoF^V upen ( very ’.o.ife in the city th.if Imd 
Co irt Y:>r.l, or G Ve wav, bcieuip'ny to it, m Older that U lliuuld ii* 
t ii the ricii a* *- 

I Cx { u.v 11 i:i Fiance. | dioii hand-yniis. 
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tions, of occlarin^^; war hy an I Icrald. L >n in \ UI. w i<i 
the laiu vvlu) oln'ervetl tti.ii cuEovi : he Ice a ! ^ I 'lJ at 
arms to BriiEcLs, lo de< Lii'c war icainil Spain, m jn > p 
- N(>thipp was liien more fommon than to lie ih'idts at 
the head of armiex I'hc Cardinal Infant, ih-Cirdinal 
oi' Savoy, Riclulieii, La Valette, Sou'dis d.reiihlihep of 
Bourdcaux, Cardinal d'heodon' 'Trivulae, ('oinrnander of 
the Spanifii cavalry, liati all worn thecuirals, and ferved 
j)crfonally themlelves. One oi th'' rdlh(vv; of Meiulcs 
iiad often been an Intendant oi the army. 

ddie i’opes lometinaes tifcatenedl rlicle warhke Priefts 
with excontmunicarion. L'opc Urban VI'], beniy; of- 
iended with France, lentamelfipe to ( 'ardm.iuin La Va- 
iette, that if he did not lay do.vn Ifn. aine, ii<‘ would de- 
j'.rive Ifim ot Ins Cardin.iinup; bne ben ' av'on alter rc- 
ccnciled to h'rance, lie heaped b^avd’c: ir, upon him. 

The" Ambalnioors, no Ids nii.'v'L ■ : oi p a. • fnm the 
*(]erpy, made no dillit ulty ( i iv.vi.,p in ode aimin', be- 
lonpiii't to the allied pO'vers to whom 'da v vV. re d' puu'd. 
Charnace, Envoy from Eranne t(; j lolia.id, c. rimandeJ 
a rc'piment there, in tha* year id p; • -md evci dii' i!ie 
AmbalfadorD’Ellradebore aetilom I’seom rnlion.in tiieir 
Service. 

h'rance had nod in ad, more den f ''rriC'e.e tlioMir.nJ 
efieciive troops on io''!, \ ft o' 'narine, .’O'lii'd ac’ ior 

m.any apes, a ftLlc* T' fi "'''cd iv; d j". n '1 E ■ deh u, was 
’•umed apain u: der dm aad 'in .ni c. o! rvlavirm. 

1 ouiN XHI. had noi rd).)/* ■e:ly fwv m iimiis fnvend 
diiery revenue •, but c'c filvt r r/a ; rn n at a ru; wr.cy 
o.\twentydix livres diC mid.. '* Ich' icn-'v-hve md 
iions amount i;o about ei;:;ity-ii ■, » i ih:s mne, 
wixn the arMirary elLimaie or t!: .'dv--' mo., a, ladvid 

tc^fc^rt^-nine livrc's and a hall ; an cxor.'O U' m.meriry 
VulTiation, and which the jm >Le 'HtT**' ,m 1 namaial 
iuftiec (hould forbid ever to hr .. 

Commerce, which is now joivcd- lo ''n'vmdallv, w. s 
then conlined to very few han an* 1 n i it ■ n a* ; (foan oi 
the Einpdorn was entirely nepp.. ..i m ermi'; p woi 
of a bad adminiifratign. Card and K ''a Set:, t.d.ci uo^ 
with liis own dignity, which wa' 

Cj 16*4 tl.'* 
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the ilal'") had bc'^iin to render Frrnce formidable abroad, 
without havih'or niade her fl on ri filing^ at homf^ I lie 
publ c roads wee neither repaired r.or guarded; they 
were int^ded with highw v "^en : ihe flreets of P.ti;* 
were n.irro'v, ill p ved, ofter.fwe with all manner of 
fjlth. and continually hlled with robbers. By the Ktg'ii, 
te^^ or I'adiament, wt m.iy fee, that the watc h of that 
city was thi'n nxiuced to forty-five men, ill paid, and 
litt'e iiii'iuiul or their duty. 

E\er d;:u:c the death (^t Francis II France had been 
cont. lually t-''n to piece'-' by fadli' ns or civil vrais. 
1* yoke had never oeen borne willin' Iv or peaceably. 
T d le n o i ) 1 i n y w . re n \ i rj r*d i n coni [ )i ra^ as P 1 o 1 1 i n g Wus 1 1 1 e n 
the e (■; the Court, as that of pleafing ti eir So\e- 
rc’gn hjs been linec. 

1 ii.s vjf cliicord and faflii'n had extcadedi it:i '"f 

from the Ce.iit even ro th-' Im dv-1: tow, a, and inn 'ua- 
tc ' IlI !r intoev'"''y Jonnnun.iy int iNim Jom. ' veiv 
til vV... contelicd, becai fc tliere v ' nothing let:l al. 
1 liC’e 'v\a> not e patilh m Pari^^ w!u n (iid n c coa e 
to ovi pruceliions lougju witn one another, i »: 

the hamo .r of iheir bmners. 'I'n" Canons ijf (air 
Im were uhten fee.i in i e:n nit Wit.i ' none of tlie Moiy 
(.ha.jtdi: a ul on the day that Louis X-II. placed Ins 
Kingch^na und.rthe procecuon or the Vir^nn Mary, the 
Parha'neni of Pans ana the d'ouit o. nixchequer fought 
lor prcweocnce, in the very chapel of tiie laiui they wc;e 
both met ro i'upplicate. 

Almoll all the Co'n luinities were up in arms, and ah 
mod e-^en intiwiduai was podcfled with the in.idnds ut 
duelling. Tins Ipecies ofL'othic barbarity, torinerly en- 
couraged by Kings themfelves, and tHei.\ (xcome the 
chara reiifl c of the nation, contributed full as muc h as 
the foreign and civil wars to de popular j the counrry. 
We may vviili trutli aver, lliat, in the couril of twenty 
years, ten of whicli were I'penr in war, more Frenchmen 
fell by tijc hands of ITeiichmen, than by thole of their 
eneni'es. 

We Gull fay nothing here of the mdhod by which anq 
^nd Icicaces were cultivated ; that part of the hiilory of 

our 
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our manners fliall be given in its proper place. We ihall 
only remark, that the Kicuv h iv tion was plunged in ig- 
norance^ wi'houi: exciption or thole who thought thcin- 
ogives 'ifei than the vuigir. 

They coniiilted a[li\dogcrs, and believe I in then All 
the Me noiis of th t tinte, begin w th tie Hillory of 
the P.efidentde ITiO", . re hlleti w.th predicliofis. I'hc 
grave ae-d fcvc'-e i)iihe de Sid!/ lerit.uily re\o-ds thufe 
that were fo'et' M c^f ferry IV. d hi. crcdudty, the 
molt infallible mark of i.zgto an e, w.o riven to much ia 
vogue, t .at they tor k wire to f.c ere an aurologer ear 
Q^ueen An, c of Aiifttia’s tlr.mdjcr, ac the biith of 
Louis XIV. 

What is diffifult ro be believed, but is neverthelefs 
related by the Abbot Vittorio Siii, a cotemp uory an I 
well infoinacd witer Is, that Louis X 11 was roni his 
intaney lu'-n.i r.edVoe /.v//, i ecauie h ' was born under LA 
hra^ or t!:e .Sg n or the bal.tme. 

J he lame v cakivds wh.cn broiinhr into fdliion that 
abfurd chimcui oi judicial axtroiogv, gave creditalfo to 
iorcervy and notions of uem miatks. It became an ar- 
ticle or religion. I'hc pric'is were for cv.j* t onjuringopt 
evil Ipiiics • and the tribunals, C( mpoird of inagdhaies 
wh ^OLiglic to have bt'cn more enligh.tened tii.m the vul- 
gar, vveie conilantl empioved in irv.ng farcerers. d'he 
memory of Cardinal Kuh^lieu will for-ever he re{ roa li- 
ed with the de .th ol the tamous Cuiuce * r Louduti, Ur- 
ban Giandier, who was C'.mdeoned to de bunt lor a 
magician, h/ a com milion figned by the C luneil One 
’s moclvCa lO refle'’:, that ( le Mmi ler aiid the^ Judges 
Ihouki liave b^n fo weak as to ijeli^ve in me Oevils of 
L; ud .n, cr id as to cond- mn an innocent man to 

It wdll ever be Mne n be red with allonifu- 

* The ttu*’ reafon of GraiiJicr*s perfci.ati n vva*' hi bei ig’hought, 
iandpcih.jp jii Hy, the writer of ’ 'iripoon. mtitled th.' fanale^lm- 
tna/ii'r of I a u 'un^ in which the both ii'i ( ouily ^ f Kiefu leu wete ridi- 
culed He wai c,h.u;^ejvv u\ iieer imanc^ ^uid pofiedin^ foa.c of the 
XJijuiine fillohoad w th coil fpirits ; tr ed and conv ded on 'he tciii- 
niony of the following; Devil ; A'htaro'h, of the order ot ihe i'cra- 
phiin, and ch'cf of the poiTeliing demons ; bafas Celluo Aca *, c*;- 
doa and Afmodeub, ot tin* order of the Thnnes; ' ex, Zalndon, 
Kcphthalim,thum, Uriel, and Acb is, of the order of Funcipahucs 
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meat, even by the hitefl poilcrity, that the v/ife of tre 
r.'Iarfhal d’Anerc was l)unu at tiic Hake as a lor. erels 

Wc may yet lee, in a copy of Ibme Kenillrks or tlie 
Chareler, a proccls begun in i6oi, about a horfe t'oe 
had been trained and managed by its indiilliious mai- 
ter, in fueh a inannei as we may have IbiP.eriines leen ex- 
ranplcs of at a lair *, and they would willingly have l)urnt 
botli the horfe and its mailer. 

Idiis is ludieicnt to give a general idea c>f the Ipirit 
and manners of the aee which preceded t!iat ui 
Louis XIV. 

'] he grols ignoranc*' diat was dilfufed through all or- 
ders of the Hate, inirodueed, even among the moll vir- 
tuous and ci\ ihzed, fuch fu[Ki llitious pranuvs as ic- 
llcded a difuace oii niignm. d lie Calvinills, con- 
founding tiie rcaifonable worihip m liie CaiholiC:> r xli 
the abiiles they iiv.kL oFthal woitlnp, were but tiic moic 
conhnned in tiieir hatred againll our Ciiurch. io onr 
popular fupeiltitiore;, often lull or revelry, they oppo- 
led a riuid levcrity and favagcnels (jI nvimi^rs, rlieeoin- 
mon charaeteriilic ot aimolt ail leioi ntv rs. 1 hus 
France degraded and rent aluno.er by the demon (jt [>arty ; 
and that fpirit of fociahlenels winch now renders tiic 
nation lo amiable and dill.nguilbej, wa.s tlien .iblohiteiy 
unknown. There were no houfts wlierep. oplc or ge- 
nius ml;pit alfemble to c<;m.nunicaie their knc^wlcciye 
to earl: other i no Acadenues ; no rexgiiar rhexures : in 
iine, tnc maniiers, t t , f-iieLy, ieligi(nn, [)eacc, 

an 1 wm, v^re unuke all that we have fince lecii in tli:- 
era wu!' n is ealku V’/v y/ a oj I.O'HS 


t^ai !■" , tiie ('vidi : cc .0 tlic (.//’/. /v.'ox f.ip.s 'p ves por 

IciiPd I'-y I’xh ini ■! iiier n'P'i/. (Ic VvJo condciiuu | c. I'c bin-e 
alive, d w.' . .11.. vjju:w^ly executed, iullering with rtli'ino- ' sio 
like a CliDiti.in. \ 

Juit they vvcie ;;oIng U» fet hie to ihe {lake, a large huinMc-bcu 
CiMiiecu !t) ily a oat {:e> head ; n; o i which a puck, who was ih 
by, 0 t.l red u to l-e (i.cme ivw iiieraioued) tluU v’.rx coiuc 

tu carry oji he hud ot {jiarVdier. 

* one was aceuhd >4 h iviag exeidicd witchcraft agninil Mary w 
reV’ :ici. ; ..n 1 being .ntejx ■ iied wli.u {’^ cciCb of loi cei y ihe had ule^'j 
dre jcnlied, that only ^uuhicb gitut Joiiis OAita/e over ^n'Cak mnuis. 

L id Ac 
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CHAP. III. 

Mino'ity of LmsXlV. I oIcXos of lie Ifcncb n}ider 
the Great Coude^ tlcn Uulc if ling yAv;. 

C ARDINAL llicnell''u and ]vIU. iiappcned 
to die; the (*ne ednined and luitcd, the other al- 
ready furtioucii. i'hey ieft behinil them to the ImcikIi 
nation, whii h was then full ol dillenfion, a ilronp aver- 
fion to the very name ot Minillcr, and but little refpehi: 
for the Throne. Louis XUf. by Ids will apponued a Re- 
gency. This Monei^ii, who was but ill obeyed during 
Ins life, flattered lnma.lv that he ibould be mon* re- 
fpecied alter Ins demJi ; but the iiidl; Hep taken by his 
widow, Anne of Aufcr’.a, was to obtain a decree of the 
Parliament of Paris to annul the will ot iicr hulband. 
This body having been a long tiine in oppofition to the 
Court, and who, under Louis, had fcarcely luppoited 
the liberty of making remonllranccs, cancelled the telta- 
ment of their Sovereign with the fame eale th it they 
would have determined the caufe of a private citizen 
Anne of Auftria appended to this Court to obtain an un- 
limited regency, becaufe Mary dc Medicis had done the 
lame, alter the death of Henry iV ; and Miry de Me- 
dicis liarl indeed fet the cample, b-a' i lie diai any other 
couife vvoukl have been tedious and uncertain ; that the 
Parliamenr, furrountled u/ her guards, could not rclufc 
her reqiiLllg and that an arret given by the ihirliament 
aild the Peers appeared to confirm her authority incoii- 
telfabiy. 

{ he cufflom which gave the regency to tiie Qgicca- 
^.i«)Uu>, appeared then to t.ie Fiench a law alinoil as 
fundamental, as the one that preeiuues lemales Ironi the 

* Riencourt, in his Iliflory of Loufl ^IV faya that w'i!I of' 
Louis XUL was confiriTjeJ in Parliament. IVhit tleceived this vVri- 
ter was, that Louis Xill. Jmd, in r-aliiy, Jcclarcvi the Qneen Ite3:;:a, 
which article was contirft:ed ; bathe had aih> iiinitcd her authority, 
v/hich pari was cancelled. 


Crown. 
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Ctowh THl" Pn rliamenr of Paris hav'nf^ twice cle. 
tei mined this poinl, that is tvO fay, confirmed by its 
o crec'S alorc c!iis matcrnul Icenied in -fFca to 

have onferred the ret^CiV'y . it (DiMi- '^mcd n'elt, and not 
jo.nc appu.cfit tnrh, as ihe tu^or of fvmg''., anj 
tdci\ Co jnfJlor thought himfJf a parr of tiic foveicign^ 
ty. B’v tlu Ihme a ivr, Gafton, Di ke of Orleans bro- 
ther to the King, jcccived the empty title of ideutenant- 
General of tiie Kmgdiom, uricler the commanding Re- 
gent. 

Anneof Aoflri.i was obliged, at firn:, to continue the 
Wii* with her b -other, Philip iV. w.iom flie truly lov- 
cd. It is difiic dt to I'ly precifely, what occafuned that 
war. '] hey emanJed no hing trom Spins not ceen • a- 
varre, v/m di 111 vtdd lir.vc been the patrimony or me 
Kings of Fiance. I'lu^y ront-mded bom tlie v ar 
becauie Cardinal KiGielieu clio!.e ir*, and moil o ofr iy 
the renfon or hir tlv-cding it was, that it might render his 
lervices neceirarr. He mavle an all. an e witn Sweden 
a^ainlt the E r.peior- anti alio with idtike dern ird vie 
S'.ixc- Weimar, one of -thole C'enerals whom the Ita* 
bans ilded C.’wb; ‘/fr/, that is to fav, who fold their 
troops. He , jib attacked the .Hiftrian Spanifli branefs 
in thofe 1 en rovm ea tlia^ we in oeneral call b\ the 
na.ne oi Fbmders *, and he divak-d with the D.mch, who 
WTre tlien our ailics, that Flanders which iiad not been 
C'-iU-j Lie red. 

'file fir ngch of the war was on the fide of Flanders. 
The Spamlh iroops iliued nom tire frontiers of Hainaulr, 
to the number oi twenty-fix thoufand men, condiided 
bv ror old expc'ienced General, called Don Francil'codc 
Melos, d'liey ravage ! tne frontiers of CliaV'nagne, at- 
tai.ked Rocrui, and [>urpofed marching even to the S 
of Paris, as ihey had done eight years before. i heir , 
hopes were animated by the death ot Louis XIII. and 
the appan nt weakncls oi (he lUite from a minmity ; and 
v;heii they foxind thcrnieiPees onpoled only by an army in* 
fenor to them in na.iibv.rs, and commanded by a young 

• The Salique Law. 

man 
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man of but one-and-tvvcnty, they Ojttcrcd thcmihlvos 
with certain luccefs. 

I'hiS inexpeiienccd youth, \^.holu they defpilhd, was 
J_auiis de B dirbori, then Duke u’Kiuuiicn, and lince 
known bv the title of the Creo! ('oiicL\ iMoll f 2 ;reat ge- 
nerals have become io by depu-es. 7'his Ih nee was 
born one ; the arc ot wa- leeined in !iim but a natural in- 
ftirieJ. There was in Europe only lie, and the Swede 
TTdfcnf n, whofe genius at twenty years old, might 
have difj'jnle i with '^xpedence 

j he Duke dT'ngiuen had received, v;ith the ac- 
count or the deatii ot Lou.s XHL orders not to hazard 
a batil . Idu Vlarlhal de I’Holpirrd, who was apjioint- 
ed '0 conuuct and ad vile him, lecondetl thele timid 
orue'-s, f om his nr at circuml'pedlion. 'I'he ihince 
miijcled neiiher the c ourt iior the M.irnial ; he conhded 
his defign to none but Galhon, the Major General, who 
'was worJiy the hiiimuroi ocing conlulied by him ; and 
they ibon Drought the Marlh^ii to think a baule necef- 
fary. 

It is remarked, that tlie Prince having fettled every 
t' ing the night before the battle, Ikpt io 
fouikiiy chat they wdc ()i)ligrd lo awak- 
en him for the enu;age!nent. 1 he laiiie tliiig’; is told of 
Aldxarklcr. It is natuial l'ml a yrnnia m in, exhaulled 
with the fatigue of jvepu'ations ier lorgeata day, ihnuld 
tail into a. heavy i]ee[) *, ic is hkcvvile lo, iliat a '\enius 
iuitee to war, and acting witliou perturbation, Ihould 
retain enough of calmnels to itihcr his body to rc[)ole. 

' d’ Mnciifoii wa'j page toGuRavus yljulplius in 1624. Tlic King 
being ready' to a’^ack a boJy of Lulmairai:' , ;n Li’ oma. air’ having 
no ^aJata^;t p Cr him, diipatehed I'yirlle.il ai wah uo’ers a C»e- 
lyer.'d* liitei/to t..ke ad'- mt jge of a movement which he had ham 
Jjt.j.'?- ir.^uhe taeu))’. I'oiRenfou w ut. and lelari.ed , .11 tae lucau 
/tip..v the ei.etny had ^hatiged Uieii inaicli. 1 he Kmg W>i diiirt (led at 
thi erdvi h'* h id ven, and lor.lenfm laid to him, ‘‘ Sire, o*’ picaf d 
to pardon what i it. tee ilono ; hut feeing the enemy had ... li - a dd- 
kieut .aove pcnt, I gave addleumt ord»r.'* 'The ivmg ni.ide nu ic- 
pj'y out at ipght wnen me page attended him at table, he in tde .'.ini 
ill down by him, and fup ,vith him : he gave him an Lnfignc. in tlie 
(Jnardsg in a foi triiitht ..•fier a company, and at laR a regiment, 
T onlcniOA wa;. one of die grcaicit Oiiicers in Europe. 
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The Prince gained tiic battle, it may be laid, by 
felt'-, by a qni'.k glance (d' the eye, wliicli atoinx* l.i- 
danger and reloiirce, anti bv an aclivity irec froim ! o;n 
fulion, whicli v. as tinc'dtd opportunely to all quaiccr^ 
It war, he v, ho with a lew cavalry attacked that '-yrt. 
iihh Infant' V, till th(‘n invincible, as ilreng and dole . 1 ; 
the ranivO ' ...a ien' Phalanx, and which g| ciux! with an 
ayditv vvl'.icit i.ie iormer w. s inrap. ib!t‘ o!y in oi-Je: 
diic!iar;;e ey'/'’tccn cMncivm inc!(>jtd in th(‘ mi:! lie of ii. 
1 he hrciiC ii . i *.1 .liV-i -'Ctackvtl n if'<\c tina' 
Seared, Inal heg-incd ilie vn'roi , Vv'liin hciorh.’d, 
further ilai.piucf’. i he .Spaiuhe. ( dlic ( rs thin w t ic a,,. 
ielves on liwlr iinecs. 10 iuiplore h s p’or-. CM(ai a< aii. i 
the lurv ot the vicloi 'ous lohlury. 1 im Dune (dh'* 
guien was as anxious tor their ialcty, as he iiad been f< . 
the conqiidL 

Tlie old Count de Puentrs, v;:uo (aanmanded iI c 
Spanifh Infjiury, died pieivai through \;-(h woinai-, 
Conde, on being told or it, laal, he I'U'-idci have od.'i 

ed to have fo ciied, had he not conquei r- i.'’ 

The rei'peCLwith which ICirope had been irpprelTwJ '' 
the Spanilh troops, now inchned towards die i^'rc; vS , 
who had not, durinpr an liumhed wais, gained lo cd' - 
brated a victory; tor the liloody action ot ivlarignar. 
rather dilputcd than gained by I'rancis 1. a ;riinl: 
the S'.vils, was as much won by tiic (/crm a 
Black corps, as by tlic lira'/ery of t!ie French. The 
battles alio of jhivia and vSt. (^lintin VV' re yet more 
fatal to the honour of jdann c. Henry W . wa. lo un- 
fortunaie as tog^ain no great advant.^ges ovlT an\ nation 
but liis own. In the rci^-n ot 1 ouis XIH. the Marlhsi 
de Guebriaiit hatl lonie drmt luccehes, bvg' they \/cie 
always counterbalanced by lulies. 'Hie battles wliicli ’'■'cre 
capable of iliakinj; empiies, and th.it will rdl for 'e\ ri in 
the memory of men, vvcie only touglit, in lliole da\s, 
by Guftavus AdolThrmc. 

I'heaclion of Rocrbi'oecame the cpoclia of the glory 
of France, as \.dl as tlcit of the Prince ot' Conde. i h‘ 
kncwiios/ to co:n|uer, un-l to mahe. advantage of a vic- 
tory, i li V ler^ M's t',.- Coiu'c ilctcrmine I i Item on tie' 
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of Thionvillc, which CarJ/in.:! hichclirii l\:v: n<'. 
vcr dared to ctuir.pt; and. at the uuirn (.t ! t'luni^is 
every thinu was alreadv prepared for rliau xreditien. 

_A- The Piinee of Coiule nriidied ac.aiU, the enemy's 
country, deceived the vipih n-, {‘ ef ( 'cnera] ,\u'>. 8, 
Beck, andi at laii took poif' r.'ion of "hnion- 
viile. From thence he hai'.en 'd to lay fiepe to Cii\|, and 
made hinhelf mailer of it. lie ohl'ped the (K'rnuiis to 
repafs the ivliinc, and irnmed; .tely rollowed tiumi. Me 
Irdlem d to u pair the deieat'. and lolfe'' w Inch tlu‘ l^'rench 
luul ftihained on thele Ironrier^, after the cieath of the 
Marfnai de Guebriant. He loord hnlwuip; taken, and 
Geneial Merci lyinp beiore its v/ails^ with an army 
liUK :i luperior to his. Cor/'C' heal with him two Mar- 
Ihials of France. 'I Ire cme was (b'amnrvit, and tlie other 
h urenne, who iuri iu'cn made a ivl-ahlril fjrnc montiis 
biiore, liaviir^ lew. cd liicei !sti-il/ m Ihetimont, aaciinfc 
' .Spain. ’I'vvas thcie !ie laid tlie t.nind.nion of that re- 
liovov'd character, wltich 1 , .iucrweros (dcraineJ. 

dhhe Frmce, v/ir-i thcie two Gei)- rals, aitachcd the 
Camp oi i'vlercf, wlncii was mtienc hed on Auir. 31, 
two eminences. I'lre i onih tt vcr reoe A- 
ed tln'ce times, on tlrr e & 'h r- lu d.iys. it is I'aid, that 
the Duke d’Fmguicn tlncw liis ( e rcal’s llaif into the 
enemy’s trenches, and m rrchedi t.' u cover it, Iv/ord 
in hand, at the head of i’ e .c'dimw.t (h'’l'onti. It re- 
quired, p' rhaps, I'lii'lian nUn ; i I act. on at tlii. to encou- 
rap'C tioops to Ineli dih .ilCicks. 'i hr ['.aule of 
hh-ibotirp;, more bloody rici 1 d'.Sfive, vcis this ih-incc’s 
iecoiid triumph. Meici o.c.nnpcd four duiys aiur. 
Fhiliplbourg and Mayente havmp, lir rendencl, wlI'c at 
once bothtj : proofs and tiie iruitsoi t ns vicfory. 

i)^kc d’Fnguien leturncd r'r'i ,, aiirdil: the 
fhcclaiUaiions of thepcopF, ac. i c.eiijanc,. I i me tedeen ot 
Saeknowledoemcnt from the c mii t. ! Ic Let his army un- 
der the command of the Ihc.iCe i'dirl, ' de i'ureiinc; 
but this Ge.ieral, thouqli very lo^cc' 'ui de.C)!e, was now 
beaten at Maiiendal. Tlie Prmcc hies to hr: ar ny, re- 
airumes ti)e Ualf, and, tn ti.f .oory 01 a_.^rn r.p..!, 
commanding 'Ihir-eiine, aJJathiiol 
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ing his clcfc7!r. He attacked Mc'ci, in the plains v- 
3, Norlin:K‘n, and gained a rompicte viftory. 
*1^5- Idle Marfnal dc Grammont was there taken 
prifoner; but Crcneral (Hen, who coirmandi't] nnckr 
Mcixi, was inacie captive at the Tame tiny‘, aiu^ INderci 
himftlfwas numbered with the dead. This Genera.!, 
efteemed one of the ableic Capt.dns, was intt.rp 'i ne !r 
the field of battle; and on his tomb was engraved, Sta 
Vttlor^ Hcrom calcas : “Stop, Traveller, thou treaded; 
“ upon an Hero. " _ . ... ■ .. . 

T he fame of tne Duke d Jengiiicn then eclipfed every 
oa. 7, other name, fie loon after befieged Dun- 
1646. kirk, in the fndit oi rh<'Spaniib army, and 
was the firft who conquc»*ed tint plate ior France 
So much fucceis and 10 many iervjces proeuicd him 
rather more jealoufy than r( 'wa/d fiom the Court-, and 
rendered him as much an objefl of tear to the 
as to the enemy. Tlicy rcniv^ved him Irom the leeuv' ol 
his conquell's and his glory, and fent liim into Catdo^ 
nia, with troops very undifeiplined, and ill raiid, 
. He invellcd Lerda, and was ( bligcd to raile the 
fiege. They ace life him, in fomc books, of too 
much vain parade, in having (opened the trendies to the 
found of violins, not knowmig that it was then the* euf- 
tom of the Spaniards 

The fluftuation of affairs foon obliged the Conrr to 
recall Condc back to Flanck'rs. T'hc Archduke Tco- 
pold, brother to the lemjK'ror Ferdinand HI. had laid 
fiege to i.ens in i\rU;is. Concie, pFced once maore :it 
the head of ihofe troo[)S thru had Ixen ufed to conquci' 
under his command, led tlicip dlireAly ag^iiul the Arch- 
Duke. This v/as now the third time he liaJqoined f ti- 
tle, againft the odds cl fiiperior numbers. The ogly ':^i' 
litary oration he mad(‘ lu'e of, was this • “ My friends ic- 
“ member I^ocroi, Fribouro,andNorlinocn.’* Thisackoii 
of Lens cornpleated his gioiy. Turenne had the ho- 
nour, on that clay, to fend inofl powerful alfiilancc to- 
wards a victory that ferved in fome Ibit to humble hint* 


Fur, 
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But, perhaps, he ntvcr appeared lb great, as in fo gal- 
lantly leconding his rival in lame. 

He himlelt dilengagetl, and llipportrd the Marfa.-! 
;de Grammont, uho was giving way with -c, 

'^the left wing; and took General !!cck 
prifoncr. The Arch-Dnke, with the Chmnt FuenraU 
dagne, with ciiUlcuky deaped by fi, iir. T be Sj^aniards 
and the Imper.alills, wh.c'h eornpoled this arr y, wci-c 
dilperfed ; they loll above alunvfrrtl pair cd eoloer^, and 
thirty eight pieces of c.anncn ; which w.^s a \ery r^-rfi- 
derahle article at that time. Thiee thonland men fell in 
that action, five thoufand were taken p:-il(mcrs, the icT 
all delerted ; lo that the Arch-DuLc was left without an 
army. 

Thofc who wmuld truly be infriic^.ed, may remark, 
that, fincethe loundation of their imjnarchy, ihcFiench 
had never galivd, one after anotiier, f) many ba: ties, 
^and fuch glorious onts, by the conduct ot her generals, 
and the bravery of her troops, 

Wliile the Piince of Condc, now properly fo called *, 
thus reckoned the years ot his yoiuh by the numl)er ot 
his viftories*, and the Duke of Orleans, brother to 
Louis XI i I. had fo well lullaincd the charac- July 
ter of a Son ot Henry IV. and rhe honour of 1O44. 
France, by the conqueft ot Gravelines, Courtray and 
Mardyke-, the Vifeount Turenne had taken No-/. 
Landau, c’' rove (he Spaniards trom 1 revc'-', 
and rc-eftabl idled the Eiedor. 

Helikcwile, in conjunaion with the Swedes, gained 
the battle of Lavingen as alio then ol Sommer- N.)v. 
haulcn ; and drove tiic Duke ot Bavaria, ac 
^the age of ipoir fourfeore, out or his territories. 1 lie 
Couf^t De Uarcourt took Balaguier, and beat 

the opanfards. They alio loit Fortolongonc 

in Italy; and twenty Ihips, with as many gaUies ot 
'France, which comprifed almod the whole oi me ma- 
rine rc-eftabliflicd by Richelieu, deieated the 
Beet of Spain, on the coad ot Italy. 

But 


His father died \()\()» 



32 


THE AGE OF LOUIS XIV- 


But this detail ends not here. The arms of France 
likcwife invaded and conqueied lorrain, trom the 
Charles IV. a warlike Frince, but unfleady, imprudem^ 
and unfortunate ; who fa w himfelfatthe fame tni’.c dc- j 
fpoiled of his dominions by France, and kept priioner 
by Spain. The allies of France prelied hard upon the 
’Auftrian power, both in the North, and in the South. 
The Duke of Albuquerque, General of the Portugucle, 
won the battle of badajoz, againfhthe Spaniards, I'orl- 
]Viay, tenlbn defeated the Imperial troojis near 

1644. bor, and gained a complcat victory. The 
3 Vlar. Prince of Orange, at the head of the Dutch 

1645. forces, penetrated into lirahant. 

The King of Spain, beaten on all lldcs, b<^dicknT)!i- 
fillon and Catalonia in l!:t; liands ol tlic 
^^47- French. Naples having alio revolted jie::i 
him, fubmitted itlelf to tlie Duke of (jiiilc, tlie Lii!. 
Prince of that branch of a houfe fo Irultiul in lilulLn )us 


and dangerous men. 

This perfon, who pafled but for a dariipt adventuivp 
becaufe he happencxl to be unincceisiul in his pii'lu -e 
had at lead the glory of Itazarding himiell lingly abuaiu 
fmall bark, of palling through the whole Spanini Ikcg 
and defending Naples, without any other luccour than 
his own perlon.il bi cvei y. 

On confidcring lo many mi'^icrtiines and loiles faihei 
upon the Houle of Auf ri.i, lo many repea ed vic:j;u- 
by the French, and Iceoivded by the iuceellcs of then’. al- 
lies, one might well Itippoie, that v'ienna and ikkua 
only waited to be called upon to chrou ojKU their ga"c^; 
and that the F'.mperor arul the King oi lip.iin Ikon hi T 
alinoil without an acre of territory. i'Vnd ) yt, live vciirs / 
of glory, Icarceiy intcrrujitcLl by tiie leail rekei kMij^hJi - 
tune, produced but very few material advaTTragr^-p 
much blocdlhcd, but no revolution. N ay, if any iao' 
event was to be apprehended, it was radier lor krann^ 
herfelf, who, in the’rmdll: of lo mm h apparent prolpr- 
rity, was nearly brought to ruin. 


cinO’ 
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CHAP. IV, 

rhe Civil JVnr : 

T he Qiieen, Anne of Auftria, abfolutc Regent, 
had made Cardinal Mazarin the Mailer of France, 
andsof herfelf. He held over her that ibrt of domi- 
nion, which an artful man may eafily exercife over a 
woman born with weaknefs enough to be governed, and 
JiiHicicnt obfiinacy to perfift in her eleftion. 

VVe read, in fome Memoirs of thefe times, that the 
Oueen placed no confidence in Mazarin, but on the 
inlufiiciency of Poticr, Bifliopof Beauvais, whom flie had 
at firft chofen lor lier Mmilter. I'his Biflmp has been 
deferibed as incapable of government. It is believed he 
"^vas fo, and that the Qiieen employed him, for a time* 
merely as a fert en, tf) avoid giving oilcnce to the nation, 
by the choice ol a fccond Cardinal, and a foreigner. 
But a thing that cannot be believed, is, that Potier began 
his tranfient Minillry, by declaring to the Dutch, that 
they mull conform to the Catholic religion, if they 
‘‘ e}. pefled to remain in the alliance of France.’’ Ho 
flioald alfo have made the fame propofuion to tiio 
Swedes. 

Almoll all the Hiftorians repeat tills abfuruit), be^ 
caufe they had read it in fome Court Memoirs, and otlua' 
tracts of tl)e Frondeurs. There are a number of arti- 
cles, in thofe Memoirs, either mifrepielen'ej by paA 
* fion, or related from popular reports. Tiic Pucrilo 
Hhould not be cited, and rhe Abfurd oiydu not to be 
Credhed. ,y 

j It is very probable that Cardinal Mazai in was theMi-- 
niller defigned, for a long time, in the Queen’s mind, and 
even while Louis X III. was yet hviug. 1 his cannot be 
doubted, after reading the Memoirs of La Porte, lirlf 
valet-de-chambre to Anne of Auilria. Inferior perfons 
about a Court, who are witnefics lo all the inter;' r of it, 
pften get at tlie kno^\ ledge of thuv^-s, thi\t di: PariiaT 
Vor, L P ‘ men-, 

1 
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jnent, or even the heads of parties, know nothing of 
nor ibinetimes fo much as lurpe(!:t. 

JVIazarin iifed his power wiih moderation at hi IK 
One muft live in intimacy with a Mniiiicr to be a. ir 
to delineate his charader ; to lay what dc giee ot coimi 
or weaknels, he had in his natiito; aiui v/het.her he v ^ 
an lionell man, or a knave: lb thai, without mmi- 
tigating what Mazarin was, w'e lhall content ourlcivco 
with oiily telling what he did. 

He affcdcu, on the commencement of his clevatinn, 
as much humility, as Richelieu had af timed ot hmr. !i- 
tinefs. Intlead of having himlclt attended by guaid\ 
and appearing in public with a roy.d f'are, he vi r 
abroad with the moll modell train, :nul llicwed an al, - 
bility, and remarkable con'ielceniion, in c vci y i iic..iir 
Itance where his predeceiTor liad behaved with inlokiic> 
and inflexibihty. I he (^leen endeavoui'cd t('> conc-iUia 
his government and perfon, both to the people, and u.c 
court, and lucceeded in her purpole. Gailun, Duki c 
Orleans, brother to Louis Xill. and th.e Prime or 
Condc, fupported her power, and had no other emuLi- 
tion, but to ferve the State. 

It required impofts to carry on the war againll Spirn^ 
and the Emperor. The finances ot kiance were, cvl" 
fince the death of Henry the Great, as dl conductci' 
as. in Spain, and Germany. The Adminiilraiion wa. t 
chaos, where the greatcll ignorance reigned, and tl ‘ 
embezzlement ot the public mmaey was at the highclt 
But this depredation did not operate upon fuch conlidcr- 
able objefts, as in the prefent age. i he State was ei;:lx 
times kls in debt; tliey had not armies then ot 
hundred thoul'and men to maintain, no immenle fiini , 
dies to pay, nor any naval war to lullain. \, ^ 

'The revenues of the kingdom amounted, urtlic^fin' 
years of the l\egcncy, to near fcvcnty five millioirs t 
livres, of the then currency. 'I'his lum had been lulh< • 
ent, if there had beeif aicyceconomy in thcMinifter. Bmin 
1646 and 1647, there was a neccllity oi applying to iie'.' 
rcfources. 'I'he Suj. crintendant, at that time, was a roi’j- 
mon peafant of Sienna, named F'articclh Emeri, wl’ 
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foul '’'<o br/crcvcn than his hinh, end vIid'.j pTulc and 
pioliig.'.cy [\:Acd ihe indignation of the Kingduin aioiinit 
him. 

TWi^ {V"dbn contrived refonrees eonally bnrh'nfonie 
and ahlurd. He crcau’-l the* (uhiecs of ( 'on'ptrfddci ^ of 
Faggots, (>f SiFdo'cn of i !,)v, o^’ (’onr.fdU 

lors, Criers ol V.'nc, an*! ailo i pait-n.-oi nubility. 
'Liu- revenue (U ' ilou.l de-ViLe m ifnis, ainoun'ied 
th.en to only aboui (dcv^ii nmhons i iuo' eui t'lf ionic 
qinirrers from tie* rtiueis, aUj„nijcnr-el tlie i>:rs of ad- 
nidiion, creaf('d ioveral oHiers (.1 iM.iiU'bOt Kcopiens, 
and V. tliheid about touricoic thouiand eiuviii of tlic 
jiiJ.i les oi the magillraLCS, 

Jc is eaiy ro imagine how miiclr the public fpiric re- 
volted apjdiifl two Ifubans, come into i' ram e \v idioiit 
anv forruriC, .ind enrich. cl by th- fpoils of the n:ii;on, 
'vh'ch cdTorcled fuch a luiiullc ay^ainlt them. I'he Ihir- 
liarnent ui Faris, tlie iVlallcrs iA Rcc]ueuS, tlm orher 
Courts, and the annuitants, r,ui(\i achintonr agamilL them. 
In vain Mazarin remov^ed lu3 cr'\‘iLure limed irom rlic 
poll of Superintendant, and baniHied him to one of his 
cilates *, tlie nation continued ouiiMy/ous ilmt ilus maa 
fhould be mailer of a tool of land in Frajjce j and held 
Cardinal iVIazarin in deteftation, althoirdt even at tfat 
V( ry time he had concluded the pueai buiineis of the 
l\:ace of Muniler. For ic is woith remarking, that 
tin's fanmus treaty and the Barricadoes were in the lame 
yea;, i6-!Sd_ 

I he civil wars commenced m Paris, as they did in 
London, about a tride. 

Idle Parharnent of Paris poiF fling the ) i^'dir of ailent- 
ing or dilfenting upon all edidl^ oi taxes, warmly 
oj^poiedythcle new impofitions, and art]ni!ed 
the confidence of the people, by thwanmg and dif- 
trefiing the Miniiicr. 

They did not begin by an infurreflion : a penj ae are 
provoked and emboldened by degrees. I h.e populace 
niight at iirfl have butaken thenikbves to aims, pi:id 
chuien a leader, as.they did at Naples. But rne ivla- 
giflrates and Officers oi* the State proceeded v\uh more 
D z 
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deliberation, and commenced with preferving all be^ 
coming decorum, as far as the Ipiric of party would 
}:crmit. 

Carciinal M.izarin thought that, in artfully dividing 
the magiilrature, iie flioiild prevent any further trouble ; 
but inllexibility was oppofed to fupplenefs. He fup 
ptelfed four years line of all the Superior Courts, in 
remitting to them tlic Paulette; that is to fay, an 
exempt K'H from tlie tax contrived by Paulet, under 
Henry l\\ for inluring the property of their polls 
This retrenchment was not a grievance, but it preferved 
the four years tenure to the Parliament; and he 
thought to dilarm them by this favour. 

The Parliament fcorned this proffer, which woiiiJ 
have expofed them to the cenfure of preferring its ovvo 
mtereft to that of the oriicr aflemblies. It therefcjie 
made its arret of Union with the other Courts of Juliice 
Mazarin, who could never pronounce French well 
iiaving laid that this decree of was outrageous, 

and having had it annulled in Council, the Tingle wore 
OgHC/i KOKlcred it ridiculous; and as men are no; 
apt to truckle to thofe they defpife, the Parliament 
became thene,e more hardy. 

It demanded [.'cremptorily that they fliould difmifs all 
the intendants, eonlkkaed bv the nation as extortioners^ 
and that th.ey ffmuld wbolifh thar new fp^-eies of M.i 
giftraey Inliiiuted under Louis XIIl. witliout palijiig 
Thi'ough tl'ic ulual forms, /j'his was to footlie the 
•uition, mueii .. , ro pique the Court. It deterinineu, 
ihm, .■-ceordiJi;'; ro the aiaienc laws, no citizen was to l)e 
imtuiioiud, Without Ids natural ludy^cs being advertilcd 
of ii, wiiliiii the fixate of twenty-iour liours ; and no- 
lhip‘' iq)|eeired to be more jult, e' 

I'he Ihirliament j roecxdcd further: It abolillted the 
, In'eiuiant., by an ariet, with orders to the 
/Uiqrnics in their diltrids to bring 
mfo: im.tionf a'gainfl them. 

* A vrr'rr' jv'iu! to !'l* Crov/e, i^y tt,.' e^friccr- ot judicature^ 

or the I \'i inluic the i'Uawlioa cd llicir riaccb to 

'll' 

Thus 
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Thus the refentmentagainfl: the Miniller, fl:rcu[.;t]\eiK\l 
by the love of the public good, threatened t!.e C'ourr 
with a revolution. The Queen gave way •, (lie ohlied 
to aboliili the Intendants, deliring only that Ihe luighi: 
be permitted to continue three of them j but this was 
reftifed her. 

While thefe troubles were in agitation, the Prince of 
Condc gained the iamous viflory of l.ens, 
which confumrnated his glory, d'he King, ‘ 

who was then but about ten years of age, 
cried out upon this occafion, ‘‘ The Parliament will be 
“ forry at this news.” This exprelTion makes it fuffi- 
ciently appear tliat the Court at tiiat tinse confidercd the 
Parliament of Paris but as a confpiracy of rebels. 

The Cardinal and the Courtiers gave it no other ap- 
pellation ; but the more this body refented their being 
deemed rebels, the more oblfinate they continued. 

I'hc Queen and the Cardinal relolvcd to iiave three 
of the mod fadlious Magillrates taken up*, Novion 
Blanc-menil, Preftdeni a Mortier^ as he is ililed ; Char- 
ton, Prefident of a Boaid of Inquelts; and iiroullcl, an 
old Counfellor, and Clerk of the Great Chamber, Thefe 
were not chiefs of the male-contents, but their tools. 
Cdsarton, a man of mean part:, was noted by the 
nickname of I fay 7wzv^ becaule he began and concluded 
all his fpeeches with thole v/ords. Erouflel had no- 
thing to recommend him, but his grey hairs, his hatred 
to die Miniller, and his" culloin of always exclaiming 
againd the Court, upon every occafion whatibev^er. 
Plis confederates eltecmed him nor, but the rabble 
idolized him. 

^Indead of carrying them off, privately, in tlie filcnce 
ot the'^Jiight, the Cardinal thought to awe the people 
by having them publicly arrelted in open day, while 
T e Deum was finging at Notre-D ime, for the victory of 
Lens, and the Swifs of the^Oiiamber were carrying 
into the church feventy-threc pair of colours taken Irom 
the enemy. This was, in effeft, what caufed the lub- 
verfion of the Kingdom. 

D 3 Chartort 
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Chrirton flipt away, Blanc-nunil was taken witliout 
fiftance, but it was not io eafy a muter to carry oil' 
BroufTel. An old maid-lervant, lingly, on leeiiyy her 
maPcer forced into a coach by Cornmii’ipes, LdiiUenaru oi' 
the life-guards, railed a mol\ v/hicii fui rounded ihe 
coach, ancl tore it open; but tlie ¥\ r;!i guards dig 
' perfed them, and the priloncr was fo' -'oCted aioiyg tl;c 
..high road to Sedan, flis arrcll:, lo ! ir i’lom iniiir.d 
dating the people, in;]ained and h.iidcud them the 
more. 1 liey fhut up the (hops, rxLerd'-d die gUMi 
iron chains t!iat were then placed at ih ' : nnance oh [ae 
principal ftieits, aiul made otiier b.nuiadies* \vj..i(, 
four hundred thoufanJ voices cried our Libc n v J 
Brouffeld’ 

It is difficult to reconcile all the ]).nnicuhrs relared, in. 
Cardin.d de Retz, Madame de Moiteviiie, the d.dviN 
cate General Talon, and many otliers ■, l)ut thev ali 
agree in tire principal articlLS. During the luVj'it tiui 
fuccceded this commotion, the Qncen (n'derui ah. ml 
two thoufand men oi: the troops cinuoiu'd at ji'iM, 
leagues from Paris, to e.U'ird the King's houfe. lire 
Chancellor Seguier had ^ one berbre to the IhnlianK:;:, 
preceded by a L eutenant aj.di Guards to annul etil 
their anets, and even, was then faai, to proino:: 
that aflembly. 

But that vciy niglu the Fadlion Imd alfemblcd togetlicr 
at the Coadjutor’s d, and every tiling wms ] rep.nadi to 
pur the ciiizeiu in arms. 'Plie pv^padace ilo'pped ti e 
Chancellor’s coach, and oventurneJ. il. He with dif- 
ficulty made his eicape, with his daiiglncr in iiw ilm 
Duclichs or Sully, who ohilinatcly aetonnainrd liiin 
on tliac occafion, lie retreated in diKnuer nao 
the Hotel de Luines, prdi'ed and inlulicar-dw t!ic 
mob. The Lieutenant of the Police came to con- 
duct; him to the Palais Royal, tforted by tv/o ccan- 
panics of the Stvils Gii^irds, ancl a detacliment or tite 

* The word is Hcijue/nn^ which fip^niric*; a particuh'ir fort of lot 
diery, fo hoia their unifoim ; ibiUetking rcleuibhig our hao 

tie axe (Ui.irci , cJh-d I'e-fJ icUrj. 

•J Caiclinai de Kciz. 

Gcnd 
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Gens d’armes. The populace fired upon them, killed 
fume, and wounded the i)uchcrs of sSuily in the arm. 

Two hundred barricadocs were infiantly formed, and 
extended to witlvn an hundred paces of ihe . ^ ^ 

Palais Royal, All the foldiers, after feeing ^ 
fonic of thur party fall, diew back., and be- ^ 
came quiet fpedators of the fray. The Parliament in a 
body marched on foot to the kPiecn, through the bar- 
ricadoes, which were (/pened to them, anel demanded 
the difcharge of their imprilbned members I'he 
Qiicen was obliged to releaic tliem, and by that very 
iup encouraged the Faflion to Idirther outrages. 

I'he Cardinal de Retz boafted t!mt he alone had 
armed all Paris on that day, which was diilinguiflied 
by the name ot the Ben icdikes, and was the lecond of 
this kind, I'his fingular im-rlbn was the lirlf Eilho[) in 
France that ever railed a civil w-ar, without making 
religion even a pretence for it. lie has given a de- 
feripcion of himlclf in his Memoirs, which aie written 
in an elevated itile, with an impetuofitv of genius, and 
an inequality, which torms a lively image ol his own 
charabter. He was a man who immerfed in an excels of 
debauchery, and then labouring under the natural 
dfebls of it, harangued the people, and became their 
demagogue, lie preached up tactioa and fedirion. ‘He 
had been, at the age of vventy-threc, the priecipal in 
conlpirt^y againlt Cardinal Richelieu’s iitc. He was the 
contriver of the Barricadoes, hurried the Parliament 
into cabals, and the people into ledirion. Wlijt ap- 
pears the moil extraordinary, is, that the Parliament, at 
his infdgation, fet up their Ibmdard againfl the Court, 
^Tefoie they had acquired the aid of any ihance, foreign 
^ doi;iC''dlic. 

I'his alfembly had been for a long time confidcred in 
difierent lights, by the Court mad by the people. If one 
was to take the deciiion ot thc^Court, and all our Mi- 
niiters, the Parliament of Paris was merely a chamber 
of juftice, erefled to determine caules between plaintift 
and defendant, It* held its power at the folc will and 
D A plcalMf§ 
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pleafure of thvi Crown. It had no other claim to prc. 
eiiMiiCiiie, before the other Parliaments of the Kinn. 
dom, than that of its antiquity, and a more confidu^ 
able jurifdidion. It was not the Court of Peers, l)u{ 
becaufe the Court refided at Paris. It had no morc 
right to make remonftrances, than the other affcmblies; 
and even this right was only a matter of pure grace and 
indulgence. It had fuceetded, indeed, to thofe Parlia, 
ments which formerly reprefented the French nation ; 
but it retained of thofe ancient aflemblies nothing but 
the name alone. And as an irreiragable proof of this, the 
Statcs-Gcnciu! v.c;v lubflituted in the place of the 
aflemblies of the nation ; and th.c prefent Parliament ot 
Paris no more releinbled thofe that were held under our 
firft Kings, than a Conful of Smyrna, or Aleppo, can 
be compared to a Conliil of ancient Rome. 

I’his folc miilakc of the name was the pretence 
alTumed by a body of ambitious Lawyer^ who, having 
bought their offices, would challenge to rhemfelves the 
power of the conquerors of the Gauls, and the nobles 
who derived fiefs from the Crown. T his body had ever 
made an ill ufe of the privileges which mufi necelfarily 
be indulged to a tribunal always fublilting in a capita! 
city. It piiblilhed an arret of exilement once againft 
Charles VII. ; it inftituted a criminal proceis againft 
Henry III.; and had at all times oppofed, as much as in 
its power, the fovereign authority ; and under the mino- 
rity of Louis XIV. and the moll gentle of govciiimeiits, 
>vith the moll indulgent of Queens, ii would commence 
a civil war with its Prince, after the example ol the 
parliament of Idiglarid, which at that time held its 
King a prifoner, and atiei wards took off Ins head. 
Thefe were the opinions and the converfations ox fl- 
cabinet. 

But the Citizens of Paris, and all who wore, or were 
dependant on, the Long Robe, regarded the Parliament 
as a more auguft body*, .which had ever lendered jufiice, 
witli a moit refpedable integrit) ; that had nothing 
in view, but the good of the State, and puilucd that 
|>oinr5 at the peril of its own exiiience i that bounck'd 
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Sts ambition to the glory of reftraining tliac of t!ie fa. 
Vourite ; and which had ever held the b dance even 
between the Prince and people : fo that without ilaying 
to inquire into the origin of its rights or powers, they 
imputed to it rights the mod facred, and powci the 
moft inconteftablc, when they fiw it luilain the c aufe of 
the public againft obnoxious Minillers. They tilled it 
‘‘ The Fattier of the State;” and made no dilTerenre 
between that claim which derived the Crown to their 
Kings, and that which authoriml the Parliament to 
rellrain their power. 

Between tliefe two extremes, a juft medium was dif- 
ficult to be determined ; for, in truth, there was no law 
well acknowledged, but that of the time, or occafion. 
Under a ftrong goveinment, the Parliament was weak ; 
but under a feeble King, it affumed a vigour-, and 
at this time might be juftly applied what Monfieur 
de Guimene faid, when this Body complained under 
Louis XIII. that the deputies of the Nobles were fuf- 
fered to have precedence of it, ‘‘ Gentlemen, you will 

take the lead, under a Minority.” 

We (hall not here repeat all that has been written 
about thele troubles, nor tranferibe volumes to lay be- 
'fore the Reader fo many details of tranfadions, which, 
though then matters interefting and important, arc at 
prelent fcarcely remembered. But we ouglic to reLitc 
whatever may ferve to ihcw the charader of the 
Nation, and pay lefs attention to what is ufual in all 
civil wars, than to wliat diftinguifhed that of La 
Lronde, 

Two powers eftabliflied to preferve peace in tlie 
^tion, a Parliament of Paris and an Archbilhoj), hav- 
begun the commotion, the people very naturally 
concluded their own infurredion to be authorifed. The 
(^leen could not appear in public without being in- 
lulted. Tihey called her nothing but Dame Anne -, or, it 
any title was annexed to that apj!ellation, it was only 
one of reproach. They with rancour charged her with 
facrificing the Nation to her partiality for Mazarin ; 
?nd, what was (till more mortifying, flic heard fongs and 

ballads, 



THE AGE OF LOUIS XIV. 


ballads, which are ftill remembered as monuments oi' 
wit and malice, roared out in the ibreets, publif[iini.r tli,? 
fulpicions they afieckai to have of h('r challity. M.k 
dame de Mc-tteville Jaid, with her noble afid linffrie* 
naivete, that thefe inlolences gave the Ckir-ea cnp., 
cern, and raifed her companion for the deceiveil c:[u 

Slie ik'd from Paris wiih her children, her Minifk;-^ 
6, the i3uh.e or Orleans brother of L‘)iii, 

164.0. XI I i. and the Oreat Cende libufclf, to Sr. 

Cermainbs, where alinoir the whole Court lay 11 pop 
draw. They wau*e reduced to pawn the jcwxds of ih.,: 
Crown, d'he King oiteii wanted common neceiTaricp 
The Pages of the (^’cen's Chamb' r were dilriiargei, 
becaul'e it was not in her power to maintain them. \t 
that time llic Aunt of Louis XIV. daughier of Menrv 
the Gmair, and v/ile to the King of Kngiand, tiien :i 
fugitive in ibiris, was reduced to tlie extreme-^ 01 ' 
poverty ; and Iicr cbmghter, afuanvards married to 
the brother of 1 cuis Xl\k v, .ts often obliged to con- 
tinue in bed, for want of lire to fit by *, while t.he p.o- 
pie of Paris, infatuated with their phrenzy, po.i 1 in,: 
the lead attention to tlic dillrdics of fo many iww! 
o'erl(ma''^c‘^, 

Anne of Auftria, whofe wit, accomplifliments, ani 
gooeineh, have been fo mueh extolled, v/as h iielly e.er 
in r rance but unliappy : a long time treated as ci nanau 
by her hedbanel, and perfeciucd by Cardinal Rie!iel..g 
jlie iuid licr rs leizee! at Val de Grace, and was (fkir'k 
lO fi.m a eonidnon in full ColhiCiI, of her having U’Cii 
'ul: V againft the honour of rii>- King hei luilbanel. WSun , 
b:e was deiivtied of Lous X AC the King rclided'c/ 
I. dote her, though it was the ciiilom, on luclvDccaijons; 
and this afikmt affeeiLed her health lb much, that it cn- , 
dangered hcTiife. Finally, in her regency, after having 
heaped favours iinop ail lupplicants that applied to luo 
Ihe law licrlelf driven from ih.e capital, by a Ikkleaid 
turious populace. She and herfifter in-lavv, the 
of iMigland, were both of them memorable cxainj^k^ 
of tlie reverie of lortune, which even crowned 

'If 1,1 
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Ire not exempt from ; and her mother-in-law, Mary de 
Mcdicis, was even dill more unhappy. 

The (^leen, ^with tears in her eyes, intreated the 
]?rincc of Conde to take upon him tlie charge of being 
i:he King’s protestor. The conqueror of Rocroi, of 
Jpribourg, of Lens, and of Norlingen, could not counter- 
fuch fignal fervices. He was (iattered with the ho- 
nour of defending a Court that he thought ungrateful, 
^gaiihl the Fronde, which fought his fupport. The Par- 
liament had then the Great Conde to contend with, and 
yet were determined to hazard the war. 

The Prince of Conti, brother to tlie Great Conde, 
(Squally envious and incapable of rivalling him; the 
Duke of Longucville, the Duke of Beaufort, the Duke 
pf Bouillon ; wrought upon by the turbulent fpirit of 
the Coadjutor, and fond ol change, faltering; thcmfclves 
p raile their grandeur upon the ruln'r of ihe ^kate, and to 
make the blind rage of the Parliament ierve the private 
purpofes of their party, went and tendered their allilt- 
ance to the League. A General was aop-ointed in the 
Great Chamber to an army they had nor on foot; and 
every individual let a tax on hiinielf to levy troops, 
trherc had been twenty additional Councillors of the 
|?arliament created by Cardinal Richelieu; but the red: 
of that body, from a poornefs of Iplnt common to all 
popular affemblics, feemed 'I ill to pcrlecurc his memo- 
ry, througli them. They treated them with contempt, 
afi'ecled not toconfidcr them asmembeis ot the lame bo- 
oy, and impofed a fine upon each ot thciu, ot liiieen 
thouiand livres, towards carrying on the weir agiinll the 
' Ik town, and to purchafe peace tor thcaiielvcs trom the 

yy "Ine Great Chamber, the Court of Inqucfls, the Court 
|)f Requefts, the Court of Exchequer, and the Court of 
‘ Aids which had all exclaimed againlt the common flight 
•and nccdlary taxes, and above ail, ^againil; the atigmenta- 
of the Tariff^ which did no\ exceed two hundred 
Ijhoufand livres, railed themfelves a iuin ot ten millions, 

* A book of rate':, iu which the duties payable on imports and ex- 
perts are fet dewm, 

* ‘ of 
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of our prefent currency, for the fubverfion of tls ' 
country. An arret was made to authorize the feiziniior 
Feb. 15, any cafli belonging to the partifans of t},. 

1649. Court, vvhere-ever it could be found. Tlx^ 

got by this means to the amount of about twelve hundrej 
thouland of our livres. They raifed tv/elve thoufind 
men by an arret of Parliament. Every Gate-way ^ fu^. 
nilhed a man and horfe. 1 his corps was called the Ci. 
valry of the Gates. The Coadjutor had a regiment oi 
his own, which was named the Corinthian regimeng be- 
caufe he was titular Archbilhop of Corinth. 

Without the names of the King of France, of the 
Great Conde, of the capital of the kingdom, this wai of 
the Fronde would have been as ridiculous as that of 
the Barberini. They could not tell why they had ta- 
ken up arms. I 1 ie Prince of Conde befieged five hun- 
dred thoufand citizens with only eight thoufand mon. 
The Parilians took the held, adorned with feathers am! 
ribbands. Idieir evolutions were the jell of the dilu- 
plined troops. They would take llight upon leeingtwo 
hundred of the royal forces in a body together. Evciy 
thing that related to them was turned into ridicule. The 
regiment of Corinth having been Ixtaten by a handful or 
men, that defeat was called "[he firji EpijUe to the Corn- 
thians. 

Thofe twenty Counlcllors who had been obliged to 
ibbfenbe fifnen millions of livres each, recc’ved no other 
honour than the being calletl the "t‘ivcviy Fifteens. 

'J he Duke of Beaufort* Vendumc, grandfon to Hen- 
ry JV, the idol of the people, and the inltruinent luadc 
ule of to put them into commotion, a Prince of great ^ 
popularity, but finall talents, was publickly the ob'^ 
of the Court railleries, and even of the Fronde itlcli. 
T'liey never mentioned him but under the appellation 
of King of the Mob. A ball having given him a 
contufion on his arm, he called it a confufion, 

Tlie Duchefs of Ntmours fays, in her Memoirs, that 
the Prince of Conde prefented to the Queen a littk 
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pump-backcd dwarf, armed cap-.Vple. IT hold,” laid 
‘‘ the genciMlifTimo of the Ihirifian army !” This 
piece of contempt wa.s pointed at his brother, the Prince 
of Conti, who -was crook-backed, and had been chofen 
General by the Frondeurs. However, this lame Condc 
was himfelf afterwards General of the very lame troops ; 
and Madame de Nemours adds, that he laid the hlllory 
pf this war fliould only be written in Doggerel 

The city troops that tiled to march out of Paris, and 
come back always beaten, were received on their return 
with liooting and laughter. 'They never repaired all 
thefe little checks in any other way than by couplets 
and epigrams. Taverns and brothels were the tents 
where they held their councils of war, in the midll of 
jelling, Tinging, and all manner of diiibbae revelry. 
Thei^licenuoulnels was lb unboundeci, liiat, one nigiit, 
the principal OHicers of the Fronde, having met the 
Holy Sacrament carrying througli the llrects to a per- 
fon they lulpebted to' be Cardinal M::/.n-Hi, drove the 
procellion back again, with the flits oi their 1 words. 
And once feeing the Coadjutor, Archbuhup or Pans, 
'come and take his feat in Faikament, whJi a dlagoer in 
his pocket, the handle of winch was pcrccited, ihcy ciied 
Out, Behold our good Arciibihiop’s breviary 
A herald at arms vn;s l.cit to S; , Antony’s 
gate, accompanied by a ge-i:!* man ni (/idinary ot^ 
the King’s ('hainbcr, to oikn propohtions. 1 in: lAwia- 
nient would not lufitr him to enter, rhoiigli they ad- 
mitted into the Great Citamber, jn envoy from the Arch- 
duke Leopold, who wcas then m war with 1' ranee. 

" Jrfthe midll of all thele rrouoles, the nobles alkmolcc 
yth^riielves in a body, at thn^ y\uguilines, appoi'ued tucir 
* pr^ents, and publickly held iheir frinons. One would 
h;have concluded, that this wesia c'vier tc' renirm tie 
Kintrdom, and to convene the Ihtes- general ; but it was 
ill on account of a Fool, that the ChiC :n had conceded 

• • 

Butler very luckily hh o A .'ind b inpdv ■-'vccntccl, t.ns 

n Ills Hndibras, in buj]*:l4|'nn^ a co.cnecv’p >'■<^1 -• t ''C 
ort in Enaland. 
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to Madame de PoiiS*. Nothing furely could h, 
ftronger inftancc of that lighincls of charafter which :!.^- 
French are generally cliarged with. 

The civil ftrile which laid England wade exactly 
the fame time, ferved fujfHciently to fhew the difreicii 
charadters of the two nations. The Englidi, in tlicj 
diflenfions maniieiled a fanguinary animofity, r.'\] n 
well-di reded rage. They toug'-ht defpcratc battles, a' i! 
thefword decided every thing. 'I liey creded fcailblds 
the conquered ; and their King being taken prilbn-ag 
was brought before a court of juflice, interrogated co.e. 
cerning the abufe which he was charged With haviny 
made of his power, condemned tolofe his head, and ex- 
ecuted before the eyes of his people, vbth as much e;- 
der, and the fame formalities of jullice, 
16491*. would have been ob-lerved in the cafe of .eiv 
common individual who had been capita!! : 
fentenced. Notwithllanding fuch horrible comino' leiv . 
London icmaincd perfectly exempt from any of the 
calamities incident to a cuii v/ar. 

The French, on the contrary, hurried themfclves in- 
to fed ition, through caprice and want )nnefs. Womcc 
were at the head of.fadions, and gallantry formed an • 
dilTolved cabals. The Ducheis of l^ongueville enga;;u 
Turenne, created a Marlhal juft before, to make tir 
army he commanded for the King revolt from its al- 
legiance. 

I'his was the fame army which the famous Duke ci 
Saxe-Weimar had railed. It was commanded, alter hv' 
death, by Count d’Erlach, of an ancient family in the 
Canton of Ijcrne. It was this Count d’Erlach who gave 
thefe troops to l^’rance, and k cured to her the ]:)ofrejli'_)n 
ofAlface. I'he Vilcount durenne endeavoured to Uuig 


• The granting a iahouret, or (lool, is ihc permitting a priTon 
honour of litringin the Royal j'lelence. It may be fup])ort:ii that 
Council was hchl in tp dilpntc the precedency thereby granud- 
f This event iiapnened on the ^oth of January, in that }car. 
Hiliori.in may rnillake a I’ati, from the cvnitrancty ot lelationu h'-^ 
Voltaire is inexculable for miilakin^ a (hue, which any KngUlli 
4nanack mieht have aleciLam.-d. 

liim 
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Jilm over, and then Alface v/ould have been loft to 
] ,()uis XIV. ; but he \va:> not to be icduccd, and preferv- 
rd the V/u’marian forces ftcady to their cnpai>;cmcius. 
] Ic was even conimiffioncd by Cardinal Mazarin to ar- 
reft the Vifeount. 

Thatpreat man, unfaithful then through wealtneA, 
was obliged to fly like a fugitive frv)in an army of which 
he was General, in com[)l’.inee to a woman wlio lk:du- 
ed hispnffion; and became, i'foni Genmal to tlie King 
of France, Iheutcnant to Don b’ftcvan de Gamaiie, with 
v/lrnn Ik: Vv'as beaten at Rethel, by Mar!li:il clu rieffis- 
Frallin. 

Every one knov/s the billet of theMni.Kal d’floc- 
quincourt to the Dnehefs of Monbatzon : Peronne i3 
‘‘at the iervice of the laircft of the tairf’ and tlie 
coujflet is alfo remembered, written by tive Duke dc la 
Kocheloueault for the Dueda-fs of Longueville, wh.cn 
he received, at the battle of ot. Antoine, a muflvet-fnot 
wJiicli deprived him of his fight for feme time : 

To win her lieart, and ^ain To lich a pri'/f', 

1 war with Kings, and would alihu’t the I’lie'i. 

There is a letter preferved in the Memoirs of Mademoi- 
Idle G written by Gallon Duke of Orleans her fatlicr., 
the addrds of which is, To M'dliames of the ManTaU 
lefles de Camp^ in the army of my daughter againft 
Mazarin.” 

d lie war was concluded and rcncv/cd fevcral rdn:cs 
^and was Irirdly any perfon engaged in it, who did 
not oken change fides, I'hc Prince of C'oude, li.cvii'g 
biouglit back the Court in triumph to Paris'^ :mad-d 
himlclt with making ajeft of thole he had fo ab'y dc- 
"JH^ed : and finding that his glory and ierydecs wkw not 
proportioiiably rewarded, began to turn FJazaMii ni- 
to ridicule, to inluk the Queem, and brave the Govenw 
incnt lie dc/piled. FJe is laid to have addrefied a bilLt 
to the Cardinal, aW iUufirij]l}tiO Si^r.cre b'eamno j and 
to have laid to him one day, leaving r’nc room, Adieu, 

‘ Mars!’* HeencouragedaMarc|uisof Jarfay to malceijve 
* Moiitpenfien * f To a»oll iliulbiou! i^cuunuhd. 

to 
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to the Qjicen, und refented her being offended at it. He 
leagued with the Prince of Conti, his brother, and tl\e 
Duke of Longueville, who had deferted the caufe of the 
Fronde. They had called the party of the Duke of 
Beaufort, at the commencement of the regency, the Im~ 
portants ; and they called that of the Prince of Conde, 
the Petits-maitres^ becaufe they aimed at becoming maP 
ters of the State. There remain, at prefent, hardly any 
remembrances of all thofe troubles, but this name of 
PetiMnaitre^ now generally given to our young, unedu- 
cated gentry, and the appellation of Frondeurs^ which is 
apj)lied to all male-contents againft Government. 

They employed on both Tides, the bafefb and moft 
ffocking artifices. Joly, a Counfellor of the Chatelet, 
and afterwards Secretary to Cardinal dc Retz, took it 
into his head to make an incifion in his aim, and let off 
a piftol in bis chariot, in order to pretend that the Couit 
had attempted to affaffmate him. 

Some days after, to divide the party of the Prince of 
Conde and tlie Frondeurs, and render them irreconcile- 
able, a Ihot was fired at the carriage of the Prince of 
Conde, which killed one of his tootmen. This was call- 
ed a J oUnd improved. hole contrivance was this ? Was 
it the device of Cardinal Mazarin He was ftrongly 
fufpedied of ic. Cardinal de Retz, the Duke of Beau- 
fort, and old Broufiel, were charged with it, in full Par- 
ka iiienc, anei acquitted. 

All parties abul'ed, negotiated with, and betrayed each 
other, by turns. Kvery perlon of importance, or\cho 
aimed at being fo, was in hopes of raifing his fortune 
upon the ruins of the Public, while the Public-Good 
v;as in every body’s mouth. Gafton was jealous of th^ 
glory of the Great Condv', and of tliC influence of Marza- 
rin. Conde neither loved or elfecmcd either of theiti. 
The Coadjutor of the Archbifliopric of Baris wanted to 
be made a Cardinal, by the nomination of the Queen j 
and he then devoted llimlelf to her, to obtain this foreign 
dignity, which piocured him no amhoiity, though it 
brouglit a confidernblc revenue. 

Such 


V' 
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Such was then the force of prejudice, that the Prince 
of Conti, brother to the Great Condc, would alfo cover 
his princely head with the fame red hat, and Inch was like- 
wile the power of intrigue, that an Abbe, without the 
pretenfions either of birth or merit, whofe name was La 
Kiviere, difputed this Roman hat with a Piince. But 
neither of them obtained it: the Prince, becaufe he >vas 
defpifed; La Riviere, becaufethey made ajtit of his am- 
bition : fo that the Coadjutor carried it from them 
both, by facrificing the Prince of Conde to the refenN 
Iments of the Qiicen. 

Thefe refentments had no other foundation than the 
felf-interefted quarrels between Conde and Mazarin. No 
crime of ftate could be charged againll 
Conde-, however, he and his brother Conti, ^ 

with their brother-in-law Longuevilic, were ^ 
nr refled at the Louvre, without any manner of procefs 
or legal form, but folely becaufe Mazarin was afraid 
of him. This proceeding was adlualiy contrary to all 
law- but none of the parries troubled the;r heads, at 
that time, about fuch a pundlilio. 

The Cardinal, in order to entrap the Princes, made 
life ot one of his political fineflcs. It was pretended that 
the Frondeurs iiad a defign to affiffmate the Prince of 
Conde : Mazarin made him believe, that he was about 
arrefting one of the confpirators who hiould become evi- 
dence agaiuft them -, and that it was ncccirirv iiis fiigh- 
nefs ftould fign an order to the Gens-dkirmcs of th.c 
to furround the Louvre. Thus did the Great 
Conde himfeit certify the warrant for his own detention. 
OnC cannot have a Itronger initance tint politics otten 
confiils in falfehood, and the fkill is to detect the de- 

1 he Prince of Conde might have governed t!ic State, 
if he would only have condefeended to ufe the addrdsot 
rendering himfelf agreeable; but he chofe only to be ad- 
mired. The people of Paris, wh5 fiad fet un their bar- 
ricadoes for an old doating lawyer, lighted up bonfires 
when the Defender an^ Hero of Francii was carincd ofF 
to the CafUe of Vincennes. 

VoL. J. E 


What 



f 50 


THE AGE OF LOUIS XIV. 


What fhews how much appearances are apt to deceive, 
iSf that this impiifonmcnc ot theic three Princes^ which 
might be expected to have thrown their Fadion into a /e- 
1649 was what roufed it the more. The Prin- 

cefs ot Conde, the mother, though exiled, remain- 
ed flill in Paris, and prelented a remonflrance to the 
Parliament ; and the Prince of Conde’s wife, after many 
perils having taken refuge in the City of Bourdeaux, 
aided by the Dukes of Bouillon and Rochefoucault, 
made that City rife, and armed Spain in her caule. 

All France re-demanded the (meat Conde ; and if he 
had juft then appeared, the Court would have been un- 
done. Gourville, who from a fimple valet-de-chambre 
to the Duke of Rochefoiicault, was become a man of 
conkquence, from his char.^dcr of a prudent daring, 
had formed a plan for delivering the Princes from their 
confinement. One ot the perfons engaged in this plot, 
had the folly to confels himfelf to aPrieftof the Fronde, 
and this unworthy Pricft told the lecrcc to the Coadju- 
tor, who was then an enemy totheCTreat Conde. Thu^ 
the enterprize failed, by the revealing a Confcftion ; 
which, however, -was a common breach of confidence, 
in thofe unhappy time.s. 

One may lee, in th'‘ iVlemoirs of the Counfcllor of 
State Lcnet, moie curious than known, how much 
power, in thole times of unbounded licentioulnel’s, or 
trouble, of iniquity, and even of impiety, the Pnelt^ 
had over the minds of the p’-ople. lie relates, that in 
Burgundy, the Dean of the Holy Chape], attach vl to 
the Prince ot Conde, offered Ins ler vices to bring all the 
Preachers to harangue in his favour from their pulpits, 
and to make all the Prieds ufe tlieir arts in the art’cF 
of Confeffions. 

To give an example of the manners of the times, the 
fame Writer tells us, that when the wife of the Great 
Conde took refuge in Bourdeaux, the Dukes of Bouil- 
lon and Rochefoucaifft marched before her, at the head 
of a troopof youngmenoffafliion, exclaiming, “Long 

live Conde!” adding fomoobfeene expreffions againf 

Mazariin 



the age of LOUIS XIV , 5 , 

Mazan'n, calling out to her to repeat the exclama- 
tion. 

A year after, thefe fame Frondeurs, who had fold the 
Great Conde, and the other Princes, to the timid re- 
venf^e of Mazarin, forced the Qiieen to open their pri- 
ron,^and banifa her Miniftcr out of the King- 
dom. Mazarin went himfelf to Havre, where %'r 
they were confined, to fet them at liberty, and 
was received by them with the contempt which he had 
reafon to have expefted *, after which he retired to In’ege. 
Conde returned to Paris, amidll: the acclamations of the 
very people who had before hated him fo much, Hi$ 
prelence renev/ed the cabals, the dilfenfions, and the 
murders. 

The nation remained in this flate of confufion f )r 
feme years longer The Government employed no niea- 
fures but fuch as were feeble and irrelbliite, and ap- 
peared to be in a very unftable condition ^ but then the 
revolters were not more firmly united among themrclvn.‘s • 
which was all that faved the Court. Ihe Coadjutor, 
fometimes friend, and fometimes enemy, to the Prince 
of Conde, raifed a party in the Parliament, and among 
the people, againft him. He dared, at the lame time, to 
ferve the Queen, byoppofing the Prmce^ and to provoke 
her, by forcing her to diive Cardinal Mazarin farther 
from France, v/ho retired to Cologne. 

The Qiieen, by a contradidion very common to v/eak 
Gov cjjj^'^ents, v/as obliged to receive his fervices and his 
"affronts at the fame time j and to name to the Cardinal- 
ate that very Coadjutor who had railed the barricadoes, 
and had conftrained the Royal Family to fiy trom their 
and then befiepm it. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. V. 

A Continuation of the Civil War^ to the End of tht 
Rehellicn in 1654. 

A t length the Prince of Conde refolved upon war, 
which he Ihould have commenced at the time ot 
the Fronde, if he aimed at becoming mailer of the State; 
or have never undertaken, if he had been a good fub- 
jedl. He left Paris, and went to ftir up Guienne, Poi- 
tou and Anjou, and to folicit againft France the power 
of Spain, to which he had been fo lately a moll formi. 
dable enemy. 

Nothing can more ftrongly mark the madnefs of the 
times, and tlie fortuitoufnefs which then governed moll 
of the events, than what happened to this Prince, juft at 
that crifis. The Qiieen fent an exprefs after him from 
Paris, with fuch propofals as would have induced him 
to return and lay down his arms. The Courier made a 
miftake, and inftead of going to Angerville, where the 
Prince was, he went to Augerviile •, lb that the lettci 
came to hand too late. Conde faid, that had he rc* 
ccived itlboner, he would have accepted the propolicion 
of peace ; but having by that time got at fuch a dillancv 
from Paris, it was not worth the trouble of returning. 
Thus did the blunder of a Courier, and the mere caprice 
of the Prince, repiunge France into a civil war age:’ ^ « 
Upon this occafion, the Cardinal, who from the ex- 
tremity of liis exile at Cologne had ftill governed tiu* 
Court, re-entered the Kingdom, not like a 
Dcce I coming to re-aflume his poft, but ratlicf as .1 
Sovereign who was come to re-take the pob 
^ * feftlon of his dominions j for he was attend^} 
by a fmail army of about feven thoufand men, levied at 
his own expcnce ; or it might be faid, rather at thatot 
France with the public money, which he had made ptt 
vate property of. 

Jt was told the King in a proclamation upon that oc- 

cafion^ that the Cardinal liad really levied tliefc torces) 

at 
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at his own coft ; which contradids.tlie alTertions of thofe 
who have written, that on his leaving the Kingdom, he 
was not mafter of a fund to yield him necclfary fupport. 

He made Marfhal Hocquincourt General of his lit- 
tle army. All the Officers wore green fcarfs, the colour 
of the CardinaKs livery. Each paity was diltinguiflied 
by its fcarf. The King’s was white, and the Prince of 
Conde’s Ifabelle^. It was matter of furprize that Car- 
dinal Mazarin, who had, till then, afTefted lb much 
modefty, fliould prefume to make an army wear his li- 
very, as if he had a diftinft intereft in the State from his 
mailer. But he could not refill: the vain temptation. 
This was the very thing that had been done before, by 
the Marfhal D’Ancre, and which did not a iitile contri- 
bute to his ruin. But the fame infolencc lucceeued with 
the Cardinal. The Qttecn approved it, and the King, 
then o^agef, attended by his brother, went forth to 
meet him. 

On the firfl accouat of his return. Gallon, Duke of 
Orleans, brother to Louis XIII. who had demanded the 
banifliment of Mazarin, raifed t^*oops in Paris, without 
knowing how to employ them. The Parliament renew- 
ed its arrets, outlawed the Cardinal, and offered a re- 
ward for his head. The records were learch- 
€d, to fee what price was fixed on the head 
of an enemy to the Kingdom ; and it being ^ 
found, that in the reign of Charles IX. the fum of fifty 
thoufiyftd crowns had been voted in Parliament, to whom- 
fliould bring in Admiral Coligny J alive or dead ; 
U thought proper, by way of abling according to 
precedent, to proffer the fame recompcnce to any one 
v/ho would aflTaffinate the Cardinal Prime Minifter. 

Phis proclamation, however, did not tempt any one 
to earn thefe fifty thoufand crowns and which, if they 

* The Ifabelle colour is a fort of light bay. 

t In hii thirteenth year. The Kings oU^'^snee are allowed of 
V>en. 

X His crime was turning Proteftant ; and the perfeciuion he 
I''ifFcred on that account, forced him, in fdf-dclcnce, to take pait 
yvith the Huguenots, He efcaped from thi^ proclamation, hut aicei * 
’-Vdidt V. dboiie of thd vidims at the madacre ol St. Bartholomew. 

E 3 
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had, would never have been paid. In any other nation.^ 
or at any other time, fuch a biibe would have found an 
aHairin ; but it ferved then only as a fubjeft for mirth and 
ridicule. The Blots and the Mari^nys^ wits and jo- 
kers ol thofe days, who were gay and idle enough to 
laugh and fport in the midft of tumults and dilcord, 
polled up in Paris an advertifement offering the fum of 
a hundred and fifty thoufand crowns, to be divided in 
fuch and fuch proportions ; fo much for cutting off 
the Cardinafs nofe, fo much for an ear, fo much for an 
eye, fo much for rendering him an eunuch, &c. 

This piece of ridicule was theonly effed produced by 
the profeription againft the perfon of the Minifer •, but 
his moveables and his library were confifeated, by a fe- 
cond arret ; and the money arifing from t!ie fale, and de- 
figned to go in aid of the affaflinating fee, was embez- 
zled by the receivers, as was that of all the taxes levied 
at that time. 

The Cardinal, on his part, employed neither poifon 
nor affaflination againft his enemies and notwithftanding 
the malignity and madnefs of fo many parties and ani- 
mofit'es, they committed not fuch enormous crimes, the 
principals were lefs cruel, and the people lefs furioug 
than in the time of the League ; for this was not a reli- 
gious war 

The ftrange ftupidity that predominated at 
that time, polfelled the whole body of the 
Parliament of Paris fo much, that afte;^ h av- 
ing formally proclaimed an aftaffination which every 
body laughed at, it made an arret, by which feveral of 
their Counfellors were ordered to proceed towards the 
frontiers, to take mcafurcs againft the army of Cardinal 
Mazarin, that is, to oppofc the Royal forces. 

Two of thefe Counfellors were inconfiderate enough 
to colleft together a number of peafants, and break down 

* This h the manner of Volt nre. Such cUfingcnuous f.ircafm runs 
through aU ins writings, upon thi- fubjeft. He affefts to impute the 
copimon frailties, vices and corruption, of men, to the principle merely 
pretended for their aflions. 'j'he Inqui'itioa, fon iniUnce, is not a 
rcligiouii, but a political ui/lipition, 
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fonr of the bridges, over which the Cardinal was pre- 
paring to pals. Oiie of them, named Oitaiit, was im- 
mcdirtely taken prifoner by the King’s troops, relealed 
through indulgence, and made the jell of all parties. 

In the mean ume the King being then of age, diffolvcd 
the Parliament at Paris, and transferred it to ^ 

I'ontoife. Foity of the Members who weic ^ ^652/ 
attached to the Court, obeyed fhe^mandate, 
but the red refufed to lubmit. Behold now two Parlia- 
ments in the lame body, who, to complcat the confufion 
of the times, iffued arret:; againft one another, as in tlie 
times of Henry IV. and of Charles VL 

At the lame time that this body proceeded to extremi- 
ties againll the King’s Miniller, tht7 declared the 
Prince of Coiide guilty of high-treafon, who had only 
taken arms againft that very Miniller; and irom the moll 
unaccountable ablurdity imaginable, but the beliet ot 
which all their former proceedings may juliiiy, it ordered 
the new-railed troops of Gallon, Duke ot Orleans, to 
march againft Mazarin, and at the lame time ttn'bad a 
Hulling to be iffued out of the public trealury to main- 
tain them. 

Nothing better was to be expefted from a let of Magif- 
trates, who, afting out of their I'phere, and ignorant ei- 
ther of their rights, of their powers, and of all m.itters 
both of politics or war, aflemblcd themlelves and de- 
cided ej^cry thing in tumult ; declaring frequently on the 
parties that they had not even thoU',hc of the day 
before; and at which they were themlelves ailonilhed, 

immediately after. 

The Parliament of Bourdeaux took part, at this tiiuc, 
^ith the Prince of Condc; but it prefers ea a more uni- 
form conduft : becaufc, rfom its being lurtlier removed 
from the Court, it was lefs embroilcer widi contending 
tadlions. But more conlklerable objcds now began to 
interell all France. 

Conde having confederated with the Spaniards, took 
^■-hc field againft theKin^; and Tiirenne having quitted 
thole lame Span't^^rds with whom he had been beaten at 
Fethel, had reconciled himfclf to the Court, and again 
* P ^ commanded 
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commanded the royal army. The narrownefs of their 
finances permitted neither of the parties to fupport large 
armies, hut imall ones no lefs decided the fate of the 
Kingdom. Hicre are times when a hundred thoiifand 
men may not be able to take one or two towns; and 
there uic olliers, when a batthr between feven or eight 
thoufand lhall overthrow or ellablifli a Throne. 

Louii XIV nurfed in adverfity, with l^s inotlier, his 
brothci, and Cardinal Mazarin, wandered from Piovince 
to Province, having hardly more troops attendiig^^ him, 
than he ufed afterwards to Lave, even in times of peace, 
for his foie guard ; while five or fix thoufand men, part. 
Spanifii troops, and the red levied by the pai tiians of 
the Prince of Conde, purfued him into the very licartoi 
his own Kingdom. 

The Prince of Conde, in tlie mean time, marc lied iion; 
Bourdeaux to Monuiuban, took the towns in his 
and every where inciraled liis fbength. 

All the hopes of the Com t were placed on Idiremi . 
The royal army v. as ilatioricd at (iicn upon th-.^ Lorn, 
The troops of the Prince of Conde wercencam[)ed widi- 
in a few miles of it, under th^* command of the DuLco. 
Nemours, and the Duke of jjcauloit. Tire dificnfions 
between thefe two Generals had like to have proved t.i- 
tal to the Prince’s party. The Duke of Beaufort \va. 
incapable of any military command ; and die Duke o. 
Neniours was dteemed rather as an amiable maia, and c. 
gallant ijldier, than as an e.xpert officer*, fo that bcvv'sn 
tiieni tliey very near ruinecl the army. 1 lie lokiic: . 
knew that tlie Great Conde was at a luindicd mile^ cl . 
taiic:e, and wire fallen into defpair, when, at niulnignh 
a Cornier arrived intheimrefi of Orleans, and preientee 
h'mielf before tlie advanced guard. The centincls a: 
once difeovered this Courier to be the Prince oi Cond; 
in f^crlon, who had come pod from Agen, in dilguiit^ 
through many perip, to put liimieli at the head of Id- 
army. 

ilis appearance did much, and his unlioped arrival 
lead a diii better effect, lie kne.v tha,' whatever is luc- 
den and unrxpeclcd, is aim to tranfpou us. He pruid - 
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the inftant of the confidence and the fpirit which his 
preieacc had infpired. The diftinguiihing talent of this 
prince in war, was the forming promptly the moft daring 
lelblvcs. and the executing them with as much condud 
-s vigour. 

' The royal army was divided into two bo- 
dies. Condc engaged the corps that was pod- 
cd at Blenau, commanded by Marfhal dTIoc- 
quinrourt, aiid this corps was routed almoft as foon as 
attacked, d’urennc could not be apprized of it. Cardi- 
nal Mazai in, in a terror, lied to Gien, in the middle of 
the night, to awaken the King, who was in bed, ajid 
acquaint him with the ill news. His iitrle Court were 
thrown into condernation. They propofed to favc the 
King by flight, and to condud him privately to Bour- 
ses. The Brince of Conde, victorious, approached 
to Gien, and augmented their dread and ddpair. 
Turenne railed their fpirits by his intrepidity, and 
laved the Court by his admirable condud. He Ration- 
ed the few troops he had left, with fo mucli gcneralfliip, 
and made fuch advantage of the ground and the time, 
that he prevented Conde from further profiting of his 
fuccefs. It was diflicult then to determine which of the 
two acquired the greateft honour •, Condc by the viclo- 
fy, or Turenne in clepriving him of the fruits of ir. 
It is true, that in thi: battle of Bienaii, fo long famous 
in France, there were not above tour hundred men liain ; 
bo:/the Prince of Qonde was not the Icfs near the point of 
'‘’^rendering himfelf mailer of all the Iloyal Family, and 
getting his enemy Cardinal Mazarin in his power. One 
can hardly recoiled an inllancc of greater interells, or a 
more preffing danger, dependent on fo inconiiderabie an 
abcion. 

Conde, who did not flatter liimlelt to furprife 1 u- 
renne, as he had done Flocquincourr, let forward with 
his army towards Paris. I fc hallened to that city, there 
to enjoy his glory, and to avail Rimielf of the favourable 
difpofitions of an infatuated people., 1 he admiration the 
people wer^rack with, on accountof this laft engagement, 
the particulars of which were exaggerated •, die hatred 
I they 
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they bore to Mazarin ; with the fame and prefence of the 
Great Cond^ feemed, for a time, to render him abfo- 
3ute mafter of the capital. But in faft all their 
minds were divided, and each party was fubdivided into 
fadlions ; which is generally the cafe in all domehic 
troubles *. 

The Coadjutor de Retz, now a Cardinal, and recon- 
ciled, though only in appearance, to the Court, which 
feared him, and in which he had no confidence, was no 
longer a demagogue of the people, nor bore a principal 
fway in their affcmblies. He governed the Duke of Or- 
leans, and oppofed Conde. The Parliament fluctuated 
between the Court, the Duke of Orleans, and the Prince, 
though the whole popular clamour was unanimous 
againft Mazarin. Each of the parties privately attended 
to its own interefl: ; and the people were a boillerous fea, 
whofe waves were driven different ways by fo many 
contrary winds. The fhrine of St. Genevieve was carri- 
ed in proceflion through the ftreets of Paris, to obtain 
the expulflon of Cardinal Mazarin and the common 
people were as confident of her working this miracle for 
them, as they were that flic would caufe it to rain f. 

Nothing was talked of but negotiations between the 
chiefs of the parties, deputations from the Parliament, 
affcmblies of the Oiambers, feditions among the popu- 
lace, and the country in military array. They mounted 
guard at the gates of the monafterics. The Prince had 
called in the Spaniards to his aid, Charles IV. 
of Lorrain, who had been driven out of his dominions, 
and whofe only remaining property was an army of 
eight thoufand men, which he annually hired out to the 
King of Spain, marched thefe troops to Paris. But 
Cardinal Mazarin gave him better pay to return again, 
than the Prince of Conde had been able to give him for 
comings and' the Duke of Lorrain confequently foon 
* « 

• It niuft always be fo ; for in intefline commotUns, a nation can- 
not be united by one common interefl, as they arc, when a foreign 
enenu becomes tlicobjeft. ^ 

t This Saintefs is always invoked in France, upon ocrafions of great 
drought. 

, , quitted 
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quitted France, ravaging the country in his route, and 
carrying off the pay of both parties. 

Concle now remained in Paris, with a decreafing 
T^iower, and an army ftill more weak. Tu- t , . 

renne conducted the King and his Court 
towards the capital. The King, then fifteen years old, 
was a fpedlator, from the hill of Charonne, of the battle 
of St, Antony*, in which thele two generals, with only 
handfuls of troops, performed fuch exploits, that the 
reputation of each, before thought incapable of increafe, 
became augmented by them. 

The Prince of Conde, with a few Lords of his party, 
and a Imall number of foldiers, fuftained and repulfed 
the charge of the whole royal army. The King and 
Mazarin viewed the aftion from an eminence. The 
Duke of Orleans, uncertain what fide to declare for, 
kept himfelf quiet in his Palace of Luxemburg. Car- 
dinal dc Retz remained cantoned in his diocefe. The 
Parliament waited the iffueof the battle, to know what 
arrets to make. The Qiieen in tears was on her knees 
in the Carmelite Chapel. The people, who then equally 
feared the troops ot the King and of the Prince, had 
(liut up the gates of the city, and would not fuffer a 
lingle perfon to enter or go out, while the greatefl per- 
fonages ot France were funoufly engaged in battle againll 
each other, and flieddiiii'’ their blood in the fuburbs. It 

1 O ^ 

was there that the Duke of Rochefaucault, foilluitrious 
for Ms wit and bravery, received a wound over his eyes, 
whicli deprived him of fight for feme time. A ne- 
phew ot Cardinal iMazarin’s was killed in the aCtion, 
and the people confidcred this as fome revenge. It 
was a (hocking fight to fee numbers of young men of 
rank and falhion earned off killed or wounded, to Sc. 
Antony’s Gi:te, and refufed entrance. 

At length Madcmoifelle f, the daughter of Gafton, 
taking part with Conde, which he; father was afraid to 

^ One of the gates of Paris, ir\ the (iihurbs of which this battle 
was fought, 
t Df MontpWter. 

» do, 
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do, oalered tlie Gate to be opened to the wounded, and 
had the rafhnefs to order the cannon of the Baftile to he 
fired upon the King’s troops. The royal army wa'i 
obliged to retire : Conde gained nothing but glory ; 
but MademoifcJle loft hcrfelf for ever, in the affeCfion:, 
of the King her coufin, by the outrageoufaers of tins 
adion ; and Cardinal Mazarin, who knew tite ambition 
of that PrinceTs to efpoufe a crowned head, faid then, 
V" Thofe cannon have killed her luifband ” 

T he generaliLy of Hdtorians here make a difplay to 
their readers of nothing but battles, and great feats (jf 
courage, or policy, performed in the field, or the Cabi- 
net*, but thofe Yv^ho know what fhameful iliifts vvcic 
reforted to, in what milery the whoje people were in- 
volved, and to what mean praftices the principals 
ihcmfelves were reduced, mull refled on the heroes of 
that tinae with more compafiion than admiration. 

One may be able to form a judgment of thefe dif- 
trefles, even from a few particulars confefled by Gour> 
ville*, who was attached to the Prince of Conde. fic 
acknowledges that he himfelf, in the exigences of the 
caufe, was obliged to embezzle a funi of money he had 
received for another purpole j and that he feized a Col- 
ledor of the Pofi-tax in his own houi'c, and made him 
pay a ranfom. He fpeaks of fuch matters as niecr things 
of courfe in thofe unhappy times. 

The pound of bread wis then fold in Paris at the 
price of twenty-four of our foils -j-. 'riie pcoplt^ fuf- 
iered *, there were not alms fufricient for the poor • aTfd 
many of the Provinces felt a famine. 

Could any tiling be iriore fiiockirg than wliat palled 
during this war before Boiiideaux ? A gentleman was 
taken by the royal forces, and they cut oiF his head on 
the inflant. I'hc Duke of Kocheroiicauk rnaUe imme- 
diate reprifal, by hanging up a genth'inan, prifoncr, of 
the King’s party : and yet this fame Duke of Koche- 
ibucault palTed for a gU‘Ut philofopher. But tlie lioiro; 


• la hk Memoirs. 
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of fuch adions was qualified, on confidering the great 
intcrelb of the party chiefs 
But, at the fame time, could there be anything more 
ridiculous than to behold the Great Condc kifs the Ihrine 
of St. Genevieve, in a procefllon, rub his rofary 
ao-ainft it, and then hold it up to the people ? And does 
not fuch mummery fliew how much your heroes arc 
obiged to condefeend and court the mob f ? 

N^'ither decency nor decorum were preferved, either 
in their words or adlions. Omer Talon relates J, that 
he heard feme of the Connfcllors, in their Parliamentary 
debates, fpcaking of the Cardinal Prime Minifter, 
call him a fcoundrcl. One of the Members, named 
Q^iatre Sous, openly abufed the Prince of Condo, in 
till) Parliament. Nor did they Hop here. They ufed 
to kick and cult each other, in the very Court of SefTions. 

I'hey came to blows in the Chapel of Notre-Dame, 
on a difpute about precedency between the Prefident of 
tlic Inquelts and the Dean of the Great Chamber, in 
1641-, and the women of the populace were fullered, 
m 1645, to get within the bar of the Court, begging 
on their knees that the Parliament might be made to 
refeind the taxes then impofed. 

Such diforder and confufion, of every kind, conti- 
nued from 1644 ’till the year 165 ^ •, beginning at firll 
without tumult, but ending, at la!t, in a general fed i- 
lion, from one end of the Kingdom to the ocher. 

'I^e Great Conde forgot himfelf fo far, as to ilrikc 
"Tty Count de Rieux, fon to the Prince d’Elbeuf, 
the Duke of Orleans’ ; which was not the 
way to regain the hearts of the Parifians. The Count 
de Rieux returned the blow to the vidor of Rocroi, 

* “ The juflice of ihc canfe is loft in the magnitude of the objed,” 
laid a modcr|n great Law Lord, in an argument upon the American 
war. Political and rcligioin maxims diifcr, it feems. 1 hou 
ftialt not do evil, even though good fliould come of it.’' 
t 'riiis vvas not the charafter that given ot this Prince, a few 
page, before “ I he Prince of Condc rnrght have governed the 
“ Mate, if he would only have condefeended to oie the addrefs of 
“ rendering himfelf agreeable} but he chofe only to be admired.' 
See Page 49,^ paragiaph. 
f In his Meilorrs. 


of 
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of Fribourg, of Norlingen, and of Lens. This ftranoc 
affair ended in nothing. Monfieur fent the fon of tlic 
Duke d’Elbeut to the Bailile, for a few days, and there 
the matter refted. 

The quarrel between the Duke of Beaufort and the 
Duke of Nemours, his brother-in-law, was a more 
ferious bufinefs. They fought a duel, with four feconds 
on each fide. The Duke of Neinouis was killed by the 
Duke of Beaufort ; and the Marquis de Villars, firnamed 
Orondates^ who feconded Nemours, killed his antagoniil 
Hericourt, wliom he had never fecn before. 

There was not even the fltadow of juftice in thofe 
times. Duels were frequent, depredations continual, 
and debaucheries praftifed in themofl: barefaced manner ^ 
but, in the midif of all thefe diforders, there kill lub- 
fifted a gaiety, which rendered them lels dilmal. 

After the bloody, but ineffeftual, battle of St. An- 
tony, the King could not enter Paris, and the Prince 
could not long remain there. A popular infurreftion, 
and the maffacre of feveral of the citizens, of witich he 
was fuppofed to be the author, rendered him odious to 
the people. However, he had Hill his fadion in tlie 
Parliament. That body, little awed then by a vagrant 
Court, driven as it were from its capital, overpowered 
by the cabals of the Duke of Orleans, and of the 
Prince, appointed by an arret the Duke of Orleans 
Lieutenant-General of the Kingdom, though 
*^1652?* majority. This wa^ the 

fame title they had given to the Duko^ of 
Mayennc, in tlie time of the J,.eague. I'hc PrinceSf 
Conde was alfo declared General iffimo of the armies. 
The two Parliaments of Paris and Pontoife, contefting 
each other’s authority, iffuing arrets againll each other, 
and by fuch confufion rendering themlelves the con- 
tempt of the nation, agreed however in one’ point, the 
calling aloud for the cxpulfionof Mazarin ; fo much the 
hatred conceived agaihft that Miniller, feemed then to 
be the effential charadcriftic of a Frenchman. 


• The Duke of Orleans, fo Hiled, as his •rh'? the King of 

France’s brother, ulvch he to Louis Xllb f 

3 A" 
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All parties, at this time, were weak ^ that of the 
Court as much fo as the reft ; money and men were 
deficient to them all •, faftions however ftill multiplied ; 
and their battles produced on each fide only lofles and 
regrets. The Court found itfelf, at laft, under the ne- 
cefiity of facrificing Mazarin once more, who was 
deemed by the public voice the caufc of thefe troubles, 
though he was only the pretence. He left the 
Kingdom a fecond time ; and to increafe the 
reproach of this meafure in the Court, the King, 
in the very reicript of his banifhment, pub- 
licly commended his fervices, and regretted his exile, 

Charles I. King of England, loft his head upon a 
fcaftbki, for having, at the commencement of his trou- 
bles, facrificed the life of his friend Strafford to his 
Parliament. Louis XIY. on the contrary, became the 
peaceable mafter of his Kingdom, by fuffering the 
banifiiment of Mazarin : fo that the fame weak nels had 
very different effefts. The King of England, by aban- 
doning his favourite, emboldened a people who were 
impatient for war, and who hated Kings. Louis XIV. 
or rather the Queen-mother, in banififing the Cardinal, 
took away all pretence for revolt, from a people tired of 
the war, and who were fond of royalty. 

I'he Cardinal had fcarcely fet out for Bouillon, the 
place of his new retreat, wlien the citizens of 
Paris, from their own liec motion, lent a de- 
putation to the King, to pray his return into 
hls^ He .accordingly made his public entry ; and 

cvey thing appeared fo peaceable, that it was hardly 
to imagined that a few days before every thing 
had been in confufion. 

Gallon d’Orleans, unhappy in his enterprizes, which 
he never new how to conduft, was exiled to Blois, 
where he pafled the remainder of his life in repentance. 
He was the Iccond fon of Henry the Great who lived 
and died without much glory .,C,ardinal de Retz, per- 

• M. Voltaire feems a little to forget himrelf here. He gave a very 
cifFerent charafter of this ijerfonage, before, in thefe words : ‘*The 
“ Duke of Oflealfc, brother to Louis Xill, had fo well liillained the 
' *‘ch^ra(f>er 
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haps as indifcrect as daring and ambitious, was arre’ficd 
at the Louvre; and after being carried from prifon t] 
prifon, led a long time a vagabond life; which he 
finiflied, at length, in a retreat, where he acquired thole 
virtues, which his adive fpiric had kept him a ftrang(^r 
to, during the agitations of his fortune. 

Some of the Counfellors who had been the greatcil 
delinquents in their adminiftration, were only puniflied 
with exile; others reftrained thcmfelves within the buli- 
nefs of their employs ; and fome of the reft were brougli!; 
back to their duty, by an annual ftipend of five hundred 
crowns, which Fouquet, Procurator-General, and Super^ 
intendant of the Finances, paid them privately 

The Prince of Conde, however, ferfakca in France 
by all his partifans, and but ill afiifted by Spain, con- 
tinued an unhappy war on the frontiers of Champagne. 
Some faftions hill fubfifted in Bourdeaux ; but they 
were foon after appeafed. 

This calm in the Kingdom was aneffedof the banifli- 
ment of Cardinal Mazarin ; notwithftanding 
16^^ * which, fcarce was he exiled by the general out- 
cry of all France, and by a mandate from the 
King, when Louis XIV. recalled him again. Fie was 
aftoniflied at feeing himfelf re-enter Paris in perled 
tranquility, and with as much power as ever. Louis 
XIV. received him like a father, and the people as a 
Mafter. An entertainment was made for him at the 
H6tel-de-Ville, in the midft of the acclamations of 
the citizens ; and he threw money to the populac^. 
they fay, that in the midft of his joy upon this l\)ppy 
reverie of fortune, he marked a contempt for ouf in- 
conftancy. The Parliament, which had fo lately prer- 
claimed a reward for his head, as if he had been an out- 
lawed robber, now ftrove who Ihould be foremoft to 
folicit his Patronage ; and that very Parliament, imme- 

“ charadler of a fon of H^nry IV. and the honour of France, hy 
“ his conqueil of Gravelines, Conrtray, and Mardyke.’* See 
Page 31. 

• Memoirs of Gourville* 

diatcif 
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diately after, condemned the Prince of Conde 
to death, for contumacy L Such changes arc 
frequent in fuch times as thofe ; but tlie more 
humiliating to the Judges themfelves, as thc 7 are obligee] 
to cenfure fo feverely the very perfon, of wliofc trcaldn 
they were themfelves equally lliarers and abettors. 

The Cardinal, who urged this fcntencc ugainil Conde, 
married one of his nieces to the Prince or Conti, liis 
brother which fufficicntly proved that this Minillet’.s 
power was without controul. 

The King reunited the Parliaments of Paris and of 
Pontoife, and prohibited the alfemblics of the Cham- 
bers. The Parliament remonftrated, one of the Coun- 
fellors was fent to prifon, and others were fent into exile, 
'Phe Parliament became mute, and things began to \ve4t’ 
4 new face throughout. 


CHAP. VL 

'I he Stale of France tm til the Death of Cardirad yirzarln.^ 

id iC6i. 


'HILE the State had been fo divided vCtinhi, 
it was attacker^ and enfeebled from 
without. Ail the fruits of the battles of 
Kocroi, yf L ens, and of Norlingen, were lod. 7 he 
inir.oiWit town of Dunkirk was retaLwai by tlie Sy.u 
niarej/; they drove the Erench out of Uaieeloiu, and 
recovered Cafal in Italy. 

However, notwithiuinding the tumults of a d^aadC^; 


war, and th.c Ireavy weight of a torcig-i ora'. 
Cardinal Mazarin had tlie adda-fs and geod 


it4S. 


f<a'tune to c.mviude the famous peace of Weiqdailia 
by which the Eanperor and the idnpire l‘fid to ihe Kmg 
and Ciov/a of France the ioveri-ijiity of Alhuc iur 

* A Law tL’iTa for non-appearance to anfwer a char rn i 
Aioimonb, ^ • 

f Called aUo that' -of MrnF-r. 

Yol, r, F 


ihre^ 


F 
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three nilljons of Jivjrs, p:iyjhlc to the Archduke, 
t/m is to iiiVy for about fix miHions of our preim 
currency. 

By this treaty, whic h Itcuoic rhe groundwork of a]] 
Aulii'c ones a new laicdoraie was created for the 
Moufe of ILivaria, The riyht^ of all the Princes and 
the Imperial Cities, with tlte privileges of the IcfTcr 
clafles, were therein afeertained and confirmed. The 
power of th.e Cmpcror was reflrained within narrow 
bounds, and the !*'rene!i, hi eoniiiinhlon with the Swedey 
became the legulatniw ot rli.’ c nipiie. 

Tins glory to Cranec was -t IvMit in part, owing to 
rlie arm. of Sweden, (inilacms- Adol[ilii]s had firil 
fnai.en thv^ Iwr.pire, aii'l Id. Ci« nrrals il ill piiidued the 
blow, under t:ie uann ol hi ciaugjner ( hrilbna. Mcr 
(mmeral VvTangel war. on the jioint oi enrerng Au- 
itria ; Count Kompiinaik was in pofrdliori of onedialf 
of Prague, and was befegiiig the otlier, when this 
peace was concluded. To bring rlic {smperor to iV:’' 
terms, cell Prance only about a million a year Inofdy to 
Sweden. 

Sweden likewife gained i>y tii( fe treaties mncli greuci 
advantages tlian I ranee She got poflcdionof Pomerania, 
and niuny othe'r pbiies, befides a condderablc lum or 
money. She obliged the P.mperor to cede to the LiUthe> 
rans, the patronaice oi lever. il lieiK-fces that wcie tor 
merly in the pollefion of lloirian Catholics. Rome 
exclaimed againd fuch a ]de( e Ol facrilege, layfog that 
the caufe of (mid was betrayed j while the Prosdla^ - 
boafled that th * peace was faneti fed by lirippin^!^ the 
Papifts. I’licnr own interefis naturally determine "the 
opinions of men. 

Spain declined being a p.arty in this peace, and for 
very political rcafons : for feeing Prance involved in 
civil wars, the Spanifi Miniller ho[)ed to derive fome 
advantages from the divifons of tlie Kingdom. The 
German forces being*difl)anded, became a new relonrcc 
to Spain. The Emperor, lince the peace of MunlPr, 
had marched near thirty thoufant| men into Planders, m 
about four years time. 'Phis v/as a Molation of the 
3 I treaty. 



the age of LOUIS XIV. 


67 

treaty. compa'fls are rarely more faithfully 

obferved. 

The Spanifh Minifters had the prudence, on the com- 
mencement of the negotiations of Weftphalia, to flrikc 
lip a feparate peace with Holland. The Spanilh Mo- 
narchy was wife enough, at laft, to confider no longer 
as enemies, and to acknowledge for fovereigns thole 
very people, whom it had for fo long a time treated as 
rebels, and unworthy of pardon ; and thole Republi- 
can States incrcafcd their riches, and conlirmcd their 
tranquility and grandeur, by coming into terms with 
Spain, without falling out with France. 

They became fo uowerful, that in a war they engaged in 
fome time after with England, they had at fca 
a hundred fhips of the line ; and the vidfory 
was frequently doubtful between the l .nglifh Admiial 
Blake and the Dutch Admdral Van I'romp, who were at 
fea, what Condc and I'urenne were at land. France, 
at that time, liad not ten velfels that could mount hfty 
guns fit to be lent out of their harbour j and her ma- 
rine v/as declining daily. 

Louis XIV. found himfelf, in 1653, ablolute mafi.ci* 
of a Kingdom Hill tottering with the convulfionB 
it had fultained ; labouring under diforders in every 
branch of the Adminid, ation, but with great refouiceS 
in itfelf; having no ally, except Savoy, to allill in 
an offeynve war, but having no longer any foreign 
enemy^xcept Spain, which was at that time in a weaker* 
concl/ion than France. All the French who had been 
adlive in the civil wars had fubmitted, except the 
Prince of Condc, and a tew of liis partilans ; one or 
two of whom continued iaithful to him through friend- 
thip, or greatncls of foul, as the Counts ol Coligni and 
Bouteville an'd the red, becaufe the Court did not think 
them worth purchafing at their own^pricc. 

Conde, become General of the Spanifh forces, found 
himfelf unable to recruit an army, which he had him- 
Itli rendered wt^ak, by the rgin of their infantry, in 
the actions of ft'oeroi and Lens. He led on new-railed 
troops, which hd had not time to train, againft the ve- 
r jr 2 
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leran ic[>li'iaaus ri' I-'r.tn(c, which he had taught io 
' niujiicr uiicicr Itiiu, and whuii wcic now headed by 
Til re n lie. 

The fate of Turen.ie and ot Conde was, to be always 
ibccelsl’ul, when they lought at the head of the French 
troo[^s*, and to br bcaien, when they commanded the 
xSpaniili forces, 'riirenne barely laved the remain. 
i'i' the S[nmirn aimy at the battle of Retliel, when,, 
irom being (Faieral to the King of France, he con- 
tkicended to bcaome l.icutenant to a SpaniOi General 
'I'h- PiiiKC ot Cond. liad the fame ill fortune, befoiv 
'\rras. 

The Archdulte and lie laid fiege to that city Tn- 
reiinc bel!'“ned them in their camp, and foixcc' 
their ones, I'he troops of the Ardidniv': 

■ were put to fight. Conde, widi only tv/, 
icgmicius of ih'ench and Lorrainers, lulFiined alone tlr 
( jibrts of d'uienne and his army-, and wliiie the Arcli- 
duke lied, (lefrated the Marlhal d’ 1 locquincouri, re 
I'lihed. the Ivi. irfhai de la lA*rre, and retired in a inaiine 
v'idorious, Iv. coxi ihnp the laticat of the beaten .Sp,; 
niards. 'i'he King ‘-f bp.tin wrote a biller, upon liiat 
occalion, in t'elewo’fo; I have learned that every 
*'• thing v.\;s loll, but tii'it you have recovered ah 
agajin” 

it IS ii.nd 10 lit) whui tile p,ond or ill iiiccels of batdc' 
IS owi'i", to diit (t is (\rtairi tliat Conde \vk‘ss one (/ 
the moil (minenr ;M:nii!b’6 in war that ever apbeareii, 

/nd that the A rehtiiTe and his Council oppoled 

jneafure, rh.a: tiav, liiat was projaTecl by Conde. ' 
Airas ielie\cvi, i!,e .hpamlh lines forced, ‘and the 
..\rcliJuke put to liigjit, crowned Turenne with glory j 
Liii kis worthy of notice, that in the leirer written in 
Fir Finn’s ?. mie to lie ikii liamriiL -f, ’on occcdionct 
li/N \if’.(/v, the infiie I'ucLcfs (>i ihe campaign wan ini- 
pnrird lo Latciniid iVlV/aarin, and the name of 'ruicia'a- 
ii/t e\en mentioned in it. I'ire CarL.inal, 'tis true, hah 

\) ;'i MF.t.h (h* (Lirnsrin. r" 

•j l/J.r. \ iacunu's, Sogtvniber ii, luCp 



THE AGE OF LOUIS XlV. 


6 .) 


been ported fome leagues from Arras wit'i die Kin^^ 
and luid alf) been in the camp at tie fiegc of Sve:-.!!, 
whicit Turenne carried, in his march to die relief oi' 
Arras. There had Iikewile been fom** couneils of war 
held in his prefencc. Upon thele praenfes be chal- 
lenired to himfelf all the honour of th" events ; Imt the' 
v.iniry of thele pretcnlions broutjht upon him Inch 
wei^tb" ridicule, as all the pnver or his nuinlliy 
was not liidicient to hinport him under. 

dh'ie King was not at the action of Arras, though 
he might have been prclent. He had lieea in the 
incnches before Srenai ; bii: Cardinal Mazann would 
not fiffcr him further to cxpole his perfon, on vvhicdi 
the fifety of the State, and the power oi the Mimilei. 
fo mucfi 

Mazarin, on one fide, abfoiute mafter of f'ran 'e, and 
of the young King ; and on the other. Don l.-nvis de 
Haro, vvlio governed Spain and dhiho 1'/. ('(auiniied, 
under the names o( their relp' etise i<jv, reigng this wai, 
which was but teebly fuppoi ted. The n,i 'le of f.ouis 
KIV, was not yet much ipoken of in t;:e world, and 
the King of Spain was never fo much ai mentioned, 
d b.eie was at that time only one lovere gn in liurope 
tlrat hid any pcijona} cliarackr. 'I'h.ii > Chr ilina, 
QgKcn of SA'cdei), wlio goveineh alone, and lurtained 
tiie howmr of a throne 'vhich vva^j nceliLUd, dilQraccd.r 
or unkia^n, in every other State. 

Chir^ll. Kifig of Knglaiul, a fugitive in France, 
with /is mother and brother, thcic amufed his misfor- 
tune/ and his liopcs. A priv.itc iiidi\idmcj had liib- 
duc^ England, Scotland, and Irei.uH. Cromwell, an 
ulLii-per worthy of a trown ^, had taken the title of 
Protector, and not that of King. ; tor ilie Eiigiilh knew 
how far the rights of a King extended, but were una^- 
C(uaiiued with the limits of a ProieCto''’s authority. 

He confirmed his power by knowing liow to relax ii, 
ns occafion leivcd; he encroacht'l not upon the.privl- 

■I f’is IS fccoivl complimentot the kind Vult^uiclirn p.iid him. 
ycehv 'iOrt* t^e Lniv lines of account of Engl.n.d, m liio ot.ecs of 
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leges of the people, which they were jealous of ^ ; biU 
letted no fokiiers in the city of London » impofed no 
taxes they could murmur at ; offended not their eyes 
with princely pomp ; indulged himfclf in no pleafures ; 
hoarded up no treafure ; and dillributed jullice with 
that Ilrict and impartial hand, which dilUnguilhes not 
the Great from the Small. 

7'he brother of Pantaleon Sa, Ambaffador from Por- 
tugal to England, prefuming that his irregularities 
w'OLild eicape unpumllied, becaufe the pcilon ot his 
brother was facred-f, infulted fome ol the citizens of 
London, and had one of them affaffmaied, in revenge 
for the icfiltanee of the reft. For this fabt he was tried, 
and condemned to be hanged. Cromwell, who had 
the power of pardoning him, luftered the law to lake us 
courle, and the fame day figned a tieaty with the Am- 
baffador. 

Never was commerce fo free and flourifhing ; never 
was England fo rich, bier vidlorious fleets rendered 
her name refpected throughout all nations •, while Ma- 
zarin, folely occupied in adding to his fway and his 
riches, fuftered in France the juftice, the commerce, 
the marine, and even the finances of the Kingdom to 
languidi. Mafter of France as much as Cromwell 
was of England, after the civil war was at an end, he 
juighi have done for the country he governed, every 
thing that Cromwell had done for his. But he was a 
foreigner *, and tfie foul of Mazarin, though it hae^not the 
barbarity, pofteifed not the greatnefs of that of Crom- 
well. \ 

Ail the States of Europe, which had defpifed the 
alliance of England under James and Charles I. io- 
licited it under the Protector. Even Qiieen Chriftin^i? 
though flie abhorred the murder of C harles I. entered 
into a league with a tyrant whom ftic cfteehied. 

Mazarin and Don Lewis de liaio made ufe of ail 
their political craft *td be received as allies by the Pro-^ 

M. Vultaiu: ferems rather too parthsl to this ulurper J and kts 
at fiou';ht, to cojuplinient hun. • 

'■ liy the 1. aw of Mationb, 

tcaor. 
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teftor. He indulged himfclf for fome time in tl e 
vanity of feeing liiinfelf courted by two of the moll 
powcri'ul States lU ^ orjile.iuij'r.. 

The S^^anilli Miniftcr olhocd to afllft !:im in taking 
Calais ; and Mjzarin proookd to befegc Dunkiik, and 
put him in poffefrion ol that town. Cromwell I^adthen 
his choice between the key:, of rrance and of Idan- 
ders. He was alfo much courted by Condc ^ but he 
did not chul’e to negotiate with a Frinec who was in pof- 
feffion of nothing but a name, who was without fupporc 
in France, and without power in Sprain. 

TheProtcclor at length determined the point in favour 
of France, but without entering into any particular 
tre.ity, or [tarcellhig out their conquells before-hand. 
He was defiroirs of rendering his uiurpanon illuilrious 
by more lignal enterprize^. Hi^ intention was to con- 
quer Mexico from the Spaniards ; but tliey happened to 
pget a timely hint of it. 1 lowtvcr, CromwelTs 
licet took Jamaica fiom them, v/hich the 
Engliih have kept the polfedion of ever fincc, and 
which fecures their commerce in the New World. 

It was not ’till after the conqucll 01 Jamaica, that 
Cromwell figned his treaty with the King of France, but 
without faying a word of Dunkirk, at the time. The 
Proteeftor treated with him on the foot of equality. He 
•obliged the King to give him the title of Ero- 
ther, ic^iis letters •, and his Secretary figned 
beloro^ie Plenipotentiary of France, the minute of the 
trea^that was to be preferved in England. But he a(d:ed 
trujy like a fuperior, in obliging the King of France to 
banifh out of his dominions diaries 11. and the Duke 
of York, grand-children of Henry IV. to whom France 
owed an afylum. A greater facridcc of honour could 
fiot be made j;o fortune. 

While Mazarin was perfefting this treaty, Charles II. 
folicited one of his nieces in marriage •, but the bad 
Iituation of his alfairs, which prompted the Prince to luch 
a mealure, ^as the reafon of his meeting with a denial. 
It was eveii\iipected, that the Cardinal had lormed 
the defign of marrying to Cromwell’s fun the niece he had 
: F 4 refufed 
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I'cfiifcd to the King of England. I’his is certain, hou 
^^ver, tiiat afterwaids, upon Lading the recovery o! 
his rights became a lels deiperate hope in Charles 11. he 
wanted to renew the propofal •, but it was then declined 
in turn. 

The mothei* of thefe two Princes Henrietta oF 
.trance, daughter of Henry the Great, living in Fiance 
without refources, was reduced to the necclilry of Ibli- 
citing the Cardinal to obtain her dower, at lead, from 
Cromwell. This mun; have been an extreme of the 
moft mortifying humiliations to be obliged to beg fo' 
fubfihencc from the man who had f[)illcd her hulband’'> 
blood Upoti a fcaflbld. Maz.irin made bur feeble im 
llances in England, in the m.mc of rhar Ou< cn, and then 
told her he could not prevail. She remained in Fario 
in great poverty, and umier the dii;;race of having inn 
plorcd tlie compafhon ot Cromwell ^ while her Tons wem 
obliged to enter into the armies ot Cuiide and ot Don , 
John of Auiirii, to learn the art ot war againlt Erance^^ 
wldcli had forfahen them. 

'I he children of Charles L being thus driven out of 
Prance, took retugc in Spain, 'fhe Spanilli Minillcrs 
exclaimed in all the Courts of Europe, and particular- 
Jy at Rome, both by fpecch and writing, againfh a Car- 
dinal who facri!i(;cd, they cried, the laws divine and 
human, honour and leligion, to the murderer of a King, 
and vvlio baniUrcd out of Erance Charles 11. and tlic 
Duke ot York, coufins ofL.ouis XIV to oblig^the ex- 
ecutioner of their fatiiei*. Hie only re[dy tliat wii^nn.i'U 
ro thefe outcries of the Spanilh Court, was to ])r6;iuC' 
tire offers they had made themiclves to t:ie Protector. ' 

The war was carried on in Flanders with various lur- 


( 1 . fs. I’urcnr.e having befiegetl Valenc ienni s, with the 
Marfnai de la Eerte, experienced the fame difap[mlnt- 
mentthftt Conde hard met with before Arrar 



'Fh.e Prince, iecoiuied then by Don John nt 
Audria, ' more worthy to light by his liF* 


than the Archduke was, forced the Marfhal de hiFeo 


* Civil ics ajul J.huci'Stuart. 
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tc’s lines, took him prili^ncr, and delivered V.iicn. 
cic.incs. Turenne did then what Cknide liad done 
before, on a limilar occafion. He laved, the IxeUen 
anpv, ‘^-nd cvery-vv^here inadc head againll die aiemy. 

1 le even in a montli after went to bciief;c aiVvl rake tlie 
litrle town of Lai Chapellc. Tliis, perhaps was the 
fiidl time that ever a routed army had dared to under- 
cake a fiepe. 

This march of Turenne, fo m.uch commended, after 
which he took La Chapelle, was erliplcd by one of 
more eclat, of the rnnee of Conde. dhi- 
renne had Icarrcly Lt down before Cainbray, ^76 4"*^’ 
when Conde at tlie head of only two thoufaiod ’ 
horfe, forced his way throueji the army oi the befiepers^ 
and having defeatedi all that oppolcd hiiig threw hnnlelf 
into the city. I'he inhabitamts received their deliverer 
on their knees. Thus rhele two great men, oppofed to 
each other, diijdayed the uimoll powers of their nenius. 
They were equally admired in tiieir retreats, as well a'p- 
in their viclories, in tneir good conduct, ..nd even iif 
fheir overfights, which tney had always ihc aiidrcf-; 
repair. Their talents put a Hop, by turns, to the pio* 
grefs of each monarchy; but the diforder in tlie fmam 
ces of Spain and France was Hill a greamr obHacle t'> 
the fuccels of either. 

The league entered into with Cromwell gave France 
at lengtiu a diHingiiiihed fuperiority. On one lide, A(i 
miral^ike wtnc and burnt tlie SpaniOi galleon^), netit 
the (/anary IHands, and thus dcHro^ed the only relouises 
vvij/i which tlie war was to be figiported. On theotiier 
hnnd, twenty EngliHi men of war went and blocked Up 
the port of Dunkirk; and fix thouland vcoran troops, 
which had effeded the revolution of Isnglaiui, weu‘ 
brought over to reinforce the army under J u renne. 

I'hus waii Dunkirk, themoH important place in Llan- 
ders, befieged both by kind and Ha. Cond-i and Dun 
John of AuHria, having colledkxi together all their ior~ 
ces, marched to its relief. All Europe was attentive to 
the event.>^Cardinal Mazarin brought L.ouis XIV. neat 
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the fcene of aftion, but would not fuffer him to enter in- 
to ir, though he was then about twenty years olti. 

The King ftaid at Calais and it was there that Croni- 
well font him a fupcrb embalTy, at the head of which was 
his fon-in-law Lord Falconl3ridgc. The King, in re- 
turn, fent to England the Duke of Crequi, and Mancie 
ni, Duke of Nevers, nephcvV to the Cardinal, with a 
fuite of two hundred gentlemen. Mancini carried a let- 
ter to the Proteftor from the Cardinal. The ftile of it 
was remarkable. Mazarin fays, that “ He is concerned 
‘‘ not to be able in perlon to pay the refpebts due to the 
greateft man in the world.” In this manner did he 
compliment the afiaffin of Henry IV’s lon-in-law, and the 
uncle of Louis XIV. his mailer. 

In the mean time, the Prince Marfhal Turenne at- 
tacked the army of Spain, or rather that of Flanders, 
near Dunes. It was commanded by Don Jolin of Au- 
Itria, fon of Fhilij) IV. by an acdirefs, and who, two 
years after, became brother-in-law to Louis XIV *. The 
J\inre of Condc was in the adion, but had no coni- 
mand, fo that it was the lefs difficult for Turenne to 
conquer. The fix thoufand Engliffi contributed great- 
ly to tlie viftory, which was cornpleat. The two Fa.- 
glifii Princes, who were afterwards Kings, faw 
their misfortunes augmented on that day by 
^ * the afcendancy of Cromwell. 

The abilities of the Great Condc could noy prevail 
againft the ‘-ell troops of France and EnglandXv 7'he 
Spanifh army was ddtroyed. Dunkirk lurrenderecf foon 
after. I'hc King haitened with his Miniller to fee dhe 
garrifon march out of the town. The Cardinal would 
not fufier Louis XIV. to appear either as a warriouror a 
King, fie had no money to cliftribute among the fob 
diery-, nor had he hardly any ellablifficd houlehold. 
He ufed to dme at the tables of Mazarin ol of Marffial 
Turenne, wdien lie was with the army. 'Phis negicfl 
of the royal dignity *d*id not in Louis XIV. proceed 
from any diifegard of pomp, but from the narrow cir* 

Tly c • -.,-1 of Louis XIV. to the ^aiighter of Philip IV. 

cumllanc’CS 
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cumftances of his finances,^ and the vanity of the Cardi- 
nal who would affume all fplendor and authority to him- 
klf. 

Louis only enteral DunKirk to deliver it into the pof- 
fellion of Lord Lockhart, CromwelTs ambalTador. Ma- 
zarin endeavoured by fonie finefll* to elude the treaty, 
and not furrendcr the place. But Lockhart threatened, 
and Englifh fturdinefs prevailed over Italian chi- 
canery. 

Many have affirmed, that the Cardinal, who had im- 
puted the taking of Arras to his own condud:, endea- 
voured to perfuadc Turenne to rcfign to him alfo the ho- 
nour of the affair of Dunes. Du Bec-Crepin, Count of 
Mo' Ct, came, they fay, from the Minifter, to propofe to 
the General to write a letter, by which Ir might appear 
that the Cardinal had himfelf arranged the whole plan 
of tlie o[)erations. I’urcnne rejeded the propofition 
with juft contempt, fcorning to fuffer a falfehood to ob- 
tain which would have been difgraceful to the foldier, 
and ridiculous in the church-man. lire lame wcaknefs 
that prompted Mazarin to make the overture, made him 
conceive an enmity againft Turenne which continued till 
his death. 

In the midft of this firft triumph, the King fell ill at 
Calais, and remained for many days in a dangerous 
ftate. Immediately all rhe Courtiers turned their atten- 
tion tow.juds Monfieiir his brother. Mazarin exerted his 
arts, li^atteries, and his promifes, upon the Marlhal 
Du P-ielFis- PraQin, the old governor of that Prince, and 
upon the Count of Guiche, his favourite. 

A party was formed in Paris bold enough to write 
to Calais againft the Cardinal, who vtas taking his 
meafures for quitting the Kingdom, and conveying his 
immenfe riches into fome place of fafety. An Einpirick 
pi Abbeville»cured the King with an emetic wine, which 
the Court-phyheians looked upon to be a poifon. This 
good man fat on the fide of the^ King’s bed, and faid, 

The young man is very ill, but he lhall not die.” As 
foon as heS^gan to recover, the Cardinal exiled allthofe 
Tl^ho had cab\lled agauift him. 


A 
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A few months after, died Cromwell, at 
8*^* fifty-five*, in the career of the 

projects he was forming, both for the con- 
firmation of his power, and for the glory of the nation, 
He had humbled Holland, impofed a treaty on Portugal, 
vanquilficd Spain, and obliged France to folicit his alli- 
ance. He faid, a little before he expired, upon hearing 
\yith what haughtinefs his Admirals had behaved at Lil- 
bon, I would have the Knglifli Republic as much re~ 
fpected as ever the Roman Commonwealth was.’’ 
His phyficians announced his death to himfelf • 
but I do not believe what has been faid, that in that mo^ 
ment he afted the enthufiaft and the prophet, declaring 
that God would work a miracle in his favour. Thur- 
loe, his fecretary, fays, that he only replied, Nature 
can do more than phyficians.” This exprefiion was 
not that of a projihet, but of a man of common fenfea 
Probably thinkin'r that his Dodors might be millakcn. 
he meant, in cafe of his recovery, to alllime the 
credit of having predided his cure, in order to render, 
by that pretence, his perfon more rclpedable, and even 
more ficrcd. 

He was buried with all the pomp of legitimate majef’ 
ty, and kft behind him, in Kurope, the charadcr of au 
intrepid man, fometimes fanatic, fometimes knavilli, 
and of an ulurper who knew how to reign. 

bir William Temple fays, that Cromwell ha'l formed 
adefign, fome little time before his death, to with 
Spain againft France, and to get poflelfion of Calais 
with the afliltance of the Spaniards, as he had got Dun- 
kirk by the Jielp of the French. Nothing was moUr 
confonant wiiij ids charader and policy. Flc would 
have been the idol of the Englifli, had he thus dcfpoib 
cd, one after another, two nations which they equally 
hated, but his death put an end to his great defigns, 
to his tyranny, and to the glory of England* 


* He wii^ ill his uxtieth year; bain at Huntingdon, m and 

ditxi ill 1658. f'o.rr or five yearb in a man’s life, is nothin'* with Vol- 

It 
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It is remarkable that they put on mourning for Crom- 
vvell at the Court of France, and that Mademoifellc ^ 
was the only perfon who refufed paying chat complimenc 
to the memory of a man who had murdered a King that 
was her relation f. 

We have already feen that Richard Cromwell fuc- 
ceeiled peaceably, and without oppofition, to the Protcc* 
torfliip of his father, as a Prince of Wales would have 
done to a King of England. Richard foonmade it ap- 
pear, that the charailer of a fingle man often determines 
the fate of empires. His genius and dirpofition were 
the very reverfe of his father’s. He poflefied all the 
mild virtues of focial life, and had none of that 
intrepid ferocity which makes every thing bend to its 
own intereit. He might have preferved the inheritance 
gained him by his father’s labours, if he had taken away 
the lives of three or four of the principal Ofneers in the 
f^arniy who oppofed his elevation. But he chofe rather 
to refign the government, than to prelervcit by alTaflina- 
tions. He retired and lived a private life, almoll un- 
known, to the age of ninety, in the country of which 
he had been the Sovereign. 

After his abdication of the Protetlorfliip, he went to 
France ; and it is certain, that at 'Vlontpelicr, the Prince 
of Conti, brother to the Gieat Condc, happening one 
day to be m his company, but wichouc know'iiig any 
thing r/ore of him than that lie was an Fnglifliman, 
laid, “ Your Oliver Cromwell was a great man ; but 

what a pitiful wretch muft his fon Richard be, nor 
‘‘•to have known how to enjoy the fruits of his fathers 
“ crimes!” However, the lame Riclianl lived happy, 
which was what his father never had done. 

Some time beiore this event, France beheld another 
example, ye|,more memorable, of the I'lme contem[)t for 
a Throne. Chrillina, Qiieen of Sweekn, came to Paris. 
It was certainly matter of wond*;r*to ice li young Qyieen, 
who, at the age only of twenty-ieven, had renounced a 

* De Mo^^/'nfier. 

“t Htr unclcM>y marrfaj^e. 

I la ilie Gcncr.il Hiiloiy. 

fovercignry, 
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fovcreignty, of which fhe was every way worthy, to enjoy 
traniquility and freedom. 

It is Aameful in the Proteftant writers * to have pre- 
fumed to fay, without any kind of proof, that flic 
quitted the Crown only becaufe Ihe could nor keep it. 
She had formed this defign from the age of twenty, and 
had kept it maturing in her mind I'even years. Such 
a refolution, fo fuperior to all vulgar notions, and fo 
long meditated on, fliould Hop the mouths of thofe who 
reproach her for levity, and an involuntary abdication. 
One of thefe charges deftroys the other. But it has ever 
been the fate of whatever is great, to be attacked by per^ 
fons of little fouls. 

To judge of the Angular genius of this Qiieen, one 
need only read her letters. She fays,^ in a letter Ihe 
wrote to Chanut, formerly Ambaffador from France to 
her, “ I have poffefied without pride, and rcfign with- 
out regret ; have no fears therefore with regard to me. 
My happinefs depends not upon fortune.” She v^rote 
thus to the Prince of Conde : “ I hold myfelf as much 
‘‘ honoured by your elleem, as by the Crown 1 lately 
“ wore. If after having refigned, you iFould think me 
‘‘ lefs worthy of it, I lliall then acknowledge that the 
tranquility I fo much aimed at, has coft me dear : I 
lhall not, however, repent my liaving purchaled it, 
even at the expence of a diadem ; and I fliall never 
obfeure the luftre of a deed which appears\\ myfelf 
fo noble, by an ignoble regret. If you condemn 
this aftion, all the apology 1 have to offer is, that I 
“ Ihould not have contemned the advantages which Fctr- 
‘‘ tune had made me miftrefs of, if I liad found them ne- 
‘‘ ceffary to my happinefs ; and that 1 fliould have pre- 
“ tended even to the Empire of the World, could I have 


• She had turned Catholic at Feme, which might perliaps have 
provoked their righteous fplnts to fpcak fo difrerpcatulJy of her. It 
were a confummation mod cfevoutly to be widied, that drielU of all 
religions could be taught that their province extends only t.-) rhe /Aon/Z/, 
not to the confciences of men. There would be more oi A\c lirll in the 
world, if thefe pi efumptuous cafuids would* leave the latter to Ihift 
for itfelf. 


been 
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been as well alFurcd of fucceeding or dying in the at- 
tempt, as the Great Conde might have been.” 

Such was the foul of this illiiftrious perfonage-, and 
fuch was her ftile in our language, though Ihe feldom 
fpoke it She was miftrefs of eight languages. Slae had 
been the difciple and friend of Defcartes, who died at 
Stockholm in her palace, not being able to obtain the 
finalleft penfion in France, where even his writings were 
prohibited, on account of the only good things that were 
in tiiem f* 

She had encouraged all thofe to come to Sweden, who 
were capable of affording her inftruftion. Her mortifi- 
cation at not finding any fuchperfons in her own nation, 
had given her a dil'guft at reigning over a people who 
were merely foldiers. Sne thought it better to live upon 
equal terms with perfons of reafon and refleclion, than to 
hold a fuperior rank over men without genius or learn- 
ing. She had ftudied all the arts, in a region where they 
were not before known and her defire was to fix her re- 
fidence in the midfl: of them, in Italy. She only went to 
France to pafs through it, as the Sciences were but juft, 
dawning there. Her tafte determined her to fettle at 


* M Voltaire might have remarked on fomethlng fuperior to flile, 
in this letter. Her faying to Con.de, “ '] hat though had facrifi- 
“ ced her Crown to purchafe her tranquility, fhelhould Hill think even 
“ that bleffing too dearly earned by the lof, of his eHeein,” is (me of 
the higheHi^nd politell compliments that human wit could fiame in 
any Linguage. The whole letter is admirable. 

t M. Voltaire does not tell us what thofe goed tilings were. Ilis 
philofiphy was wretched Huff, with his ^jort:ces and liis pUnum ; fo that 
we are not to look there for any of his good thhigs. He was accufed 
of Athcifm ; but it would not be fair to fuppofc hi. \"oitaire picked 
up his good things in thofe parts of his writings againil which this 
charge was brought, as he defends him from it ; and fo he dues Vani- 
ni, at the fame time (a). Our author is a perfon of the moil univer- 
fal charity I knq^v. Turks, Jews, and Infidels, are lure to find him 
a ready advocate. If he is any-where deficient in that great principle, 
it is towards the Chrillians. Thofe he leaves in abler hands. ChrlH 
help the poor people, for him. * * 

Vi- Voltaiie differs widely from the Biographer of Defcartes, in the 
article of no j^^jfion, who fays that one of three thoufand livres had 
fettled on hW by the Kmg of France, in the year 1647. 

(^) See an^er DcUaric#, in the foregoing lift of Writers. 
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• - .ji U) cK'c (./7T mod, ire hcrfcif to /ler/iti/, 

;‘ii jor.'n.'k fke i.ot/ie, ai] Churc/i, and tumid 
V .‘h.ijne. IndiUcirn: to either one or the other, Ihe 
marc no fcru|;]e or con fori nin^r, in appeal ance, to the 
} opinion.'/ or the people aiiioup; wlioin flic was reloivcd to 
live 

Slie had qnntcd her Kinp;dom in 1654, and at In- 
I'pruck pnbiicly perl'ormcd the ceremony of her abdica- 
tion. She was much admired at the Court of France, tho* 
there was not a woman to be met with in it, whofc fenlc 
or talents were equal to iier own. The King faw, and 
paid her due refped, but feldom converfed with her; 
for bemgkeptin ignorance during his youth, his natural 
good lenie rendered him timid. 

The Nobility and Courtiers faw nothing remarkable 
in this philofophic Qiieen, except that Ihc danced ill, 
and did not drefs in the French tafte. Kut perlo.is or 
fenfe found nothing to condemn in her, except tlu ,, 
murder of MonaldcTchi, her gnulcman-uilier -j-, whom 
ihe caufed to be put to death at Fontainebleau, in her 
It cond journey to France. Whatever crime he had bemi 
guilty of againit her, (he ought, after having rc* 
noLinced her authority, to Jia\e .applied ibr jullice cHl- 
Vv^hcre, and not have commanticd the execution of it liei- 
lelt. It was not a (^aeen who ])unifncd a iiibjed, but a 
Mremanwho terminated an affair ol galhunry by a murkier. 
It vas one Italian that aiiafTinatcd anoiiv r b) tils^oi der ui 
a Swedifli woman, in the palace of a King of f ranee. 
Nobody Ihould luder puniihmcnt but l)y the law:.. 
Chriicina even in Sweden would not liave had a imlu 
to put any one to cleatli ; and fiircly, what would 
have been a crime at Stockholm, could not be innocenc 
at hontainebleau, Thofe who have juilified this action, 
dclcrve luch rulers. 'Fhe lltamc and cruelty of this deed 
tariiilhcd the glory of that philolophy whielfhad pronrpt 
cd her to quit a throne. ^ She would have been punilhed in 
England, or in any country where Laws are refpefted tho’ 

* /AccojJif.g to the proverb: When you are at R(7ri*hc, &c’’. 

j Or f'^uerry. 1 he i’rcnch word ecjiyer citfner. Atonal ’cf* 

s.iii iliitJ a in the hiliory oC tliis llr.^.n- 7 c event. 
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Prnnce Hiut her eyes to this outrage againft the autho- 
rity of the King, againft the right of nations, and againft 
aJi humanity 

After the death of Cromwell, and the refignation of 
his fon, England remained a year in the confnfion of 
anarchy. Charles Guftavus, on whom Qtieen Chriftina 
had conferred the Kingdom of Sweden, rendered himfelf 
formidable in Germany, and the North. The Emperor 
Ferdinand had died in 1657 ; but his fon Leopold, feven- 
tetn years old, though King of Hungary and Bohemia, 


* A writer named La Beaumelky who has mifreprefented the Age 
of Louis XIV. and who had his work printed atfranefort, with a par- 
rel of notes equally fcandalous and falfe, fays, upon this fubjeft, that 
Chrillina had a rjght to put Moiialdefchi to death, becaufe H.e did not 
travel incognito ; and adds, that Peter the Great, coming into a Cof- 
fee-houfe in London quite foaming with rage, bccaufe, as he Liid, one 
of his Generals had told him a lie, declaied that he was almofc tempt- 
f’d to cut him in two with a flruke of his fabre; and that an Engliili 
nij^ichaiu who was by, told the Czar, that if he had done fu, his Ma- 
jclfy would have been condemned to be hanged. 

One cannot help being alionifhcd here at the infolent abfurdlty of 
fuch a dory. Is it pollibly to be fuppofed that the Czar Peter diould 
publilh in a Coffee-houfe, that any of his Cicnerals had lied to him ? 
])o they cut men in two, now-a days, witli one Proke of a fabre? 
•Does an Emperor go and complain to an Eingliili merchant that his 
General had told him a hb ? In what language did he fpeak to this 
merchant, he that knew not a word of Englilh ? How could this Note- 
writer fay, that Chrillina, after her abdication, had a right to get aix 
Italian to be alienated at Fontainebleau, and add, by way of prov- 
ing it, that they would have hanged Peter the Great, in London, for 
fuch another feat ? We lhall be obliged fometiflies to contradid the 
abfurdities of this fame writer. In matters ofhillory, one ihould not 
he too proud to anfwer him ; as there are too many readers who fuffer 
themfelves to be impofed upon by the falfities of an Author who 
Writes without Ihame or referve. Voltaire. 

Chrillina herfelf had conceived pretty much the fiime notion wilh 
f-'i Beaumelle ; for, on being reprehended by the Mlniller on account 
this a(Bion, fhe anfwered, that “ though ihe had refigned her 
Crown, (he had npt divelted herfelf of the fovereign authority over 
her own domelti^s.’* Mazatin, not chufing to involve himfelf in a 
quarrel with the Kjng of Sweden, contented hin^elf with only hinting 
to her Majelly, tlut her longer reftdence in France might not be agree- 
“He to the natiol : unon which Ihc decamped forthwith, 
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had not been ele<fled King of the Romans in his fi. 
ther’s life-time. 

Mazarin endeavoured to make Louis XIV. Emperor. 
This attempt was chimericaU it was requifite either to 
bully or to bribe the* Eleftors. But France was nei. 
thcr ftrong enough for the iirft, nor rich enough for the 
fecond purpofe : the firft overtures, therefore, upon this 
idea, made at Franefort by the Marllial of Grammont 
and by Lionne, were withdrawn as foon as propoful, 
Leopold waselcded*, and all that the politics of Maza- 
rin could effedl, was to enter into a League with the 
German Princes, to preferve the treaty o! 
Munfter, and give a check to the authority 
^ ‘ of the Emperor over the Empire. 

France, after the battle of Dunes, was powerful 
abroad, by the glory of its arms, and the bad ftate 
which the relt of the nations were reduced ; but internally 
it fuffered', it was exhaufted of money, and required 
peace to recruit itfelf. 

The people, in the Chriftian Monarchies, have feldom 
any intered in the wars of their Sovereigns. Mercenary 
forces levied by the mandate of a Minifter, and com- 
manded by a General who implicitly obeys him, make 
a number of deilruftive campaigns, while the Kings in 
whole names they keep the field, have neither hope, nor 
defign, to conquer or retain one another’s dominions. 
The viftorious nation receives no profit fr'bm the fpoik 
of the vanquifliol •, it pays the whole expence ; it juf 
fers equally, in the good or ill fuccefs of its arms ; and 
a peace becomes almoft as neceffary after the molt fignd 
vidory, as when the enemy has got pofleflion of its 
frontiers. 

Two things were requifite to the Cardinal, to com- 
pleat his miniftry to make a peace,, and fecurc the 
tranquillity of the ftate, by the marriage of the King* 
The cabals durir.g his illnefs, made him fenfible how 
much an heir to the Crown was neceffarj^ to the groat' 

* It is neceflary, by the Germanic ConHituti^ called the 
iuH, that any Prince of the Empire be firit made King of thvi‘.ornai'5> 
to entitle him to be Emperor. , 
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nefs of a Miaitter. Thcfe confideracions determined him 
to negotiate a match for Louis XIV. immediately. 
Two parties prefented themfelves to his mind, the 
daughter of the King of Spain, and the Princefs of Sa- 
voy. The King’s afFeftions were otherwife engaged. 
He was moft extremely in love with Mademoilelle IVIai>- 
cini, one of the Cardinal’s nieces. Born with a tender 
heart, and of a firmnefs in his purpofes, full of pafllon, 
and void of experience, he might have been capable of 
refolving to marry his miftrefs. 

Madame de Motteville, favourite with the Queen- 
Mother, whofe Memoirs carry a great air of veracity, 
fays, that Mazarin was tempted to leave the King’s paf- 
fion to its own courfe, and place his niece upon the 
throne. He had already married one of her fifters to 
the Prince of Conti ; another to the Duke de Mer- 
coeur j and the niece that Louis XIV. had attached him- 
ft;lf to, had been afked in marriage by the Kins; of Eng- 
land *. Thefe were titles, perhaps, which might have 
juftified his ambition. 

He had the addrefs to found the Quecn-Mcther upon 
this fubjecl. “ I am much afraid,” faid he, one day, 

‘‘ that the King is violently bent upon marrying my 
niece,” The Queen, who knew the heart of the Mi- 
nifter, was very ceftSn that he willied what he pre- 
tended to apprehend. She anfwered him with the fpirit 
of a Princefs of the Auftrian blood, tl^ daughter, wife, 
and mother of Kings, and with that refentment which 
the Minifter had provoked her to, by appearing for fome 
time before to tA quite independantly of her; “ If the 
King could be capable of fuch a meannels, I would 
‘I put myfelf, with my fecond fon, at the head of the 
“ whole nation, both againft him and againft you.” 

Mazarin, it k faid, never forgave the Queen this re- 
ply-, but hadiTie prudence to comply with her fenti- 
andean aflumed to himfelf^n honour and a 
t^crit in opp<jCng the pafllon of Louis XIV. His power 
required not tiie fupporc of a Qiieen of his own blood. 


Charles II. 
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He was alfo 3 iffident of the charafter of his niece anci 
thought he fliould the more firmly eftablifli the infiucnce 
of his miniftry, by avoiding the dangerous vanityof 
raifing his family too high. 

In the year 1656, he had fent Lionne to the Spanilh 
Court, to negotiate a peace, and demand the Infanta. 
But Don Louis de Haro, convinced that however weak 
Spain was, France was not in a better condition, had re- 
jefted the Cardinal’s propofitions. The Infanta, daugh. 
ter of the firft marriage, was dcfigncd for the young 
Leopold. The King of Spain, Philip IV. had then, by 
his fecond marriage, only one fon, whofe weakly infan- 
cy afforded no great profpeft of his living. They chofe, 
therefore, that the Infanta, who might probably become 
the heirefs of fuch confiderable dominions, fhould tranf- 
fer her rights rather into theHoufe of Auftria, than into 
one that was the enemy of her nation. But foon after, 
Philip IV. having another fon, Don Philip Profper, and 
his wife proving again with child, the danger appre- 
hended in giving her to the King of France, appeared to 
him the Icfs, and the battle of Dunes had rendered the 
peace necefTary. 

Spain promifed the Infanta, and demanded a 
^ fufpenfion of all hoftilitics. Mazarin and Don 
Louis m^et, on the frontiers of FiThce and Spain, in the 
Ifle of Pheafants Though the marriag^of a King or 
France and a general peace were the objedfs of their 
conferences, yet more than a month was idly paffed in 
arranging the difficulties which occurred upon pre- 
cedence, and in regulating the ceremonies. Cardinals rank 
themfclves equal to Kings, and fuperior to other Prin- 
ces. France claimed with better pretence a pre-eminence 
before other Kings. However, Don Louis de Haro in* 
fifted on, and obtained, a perfeft equality between Ma- 
zarin and himfelf, between France and ^pain. 

The conferences continued four month', s. Mazarin and 
Don Louis dilplayed their uemoft fki]i , in politics; 

the 


♦ So allied, from the number of thofe birds found'tiiV'?u 
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the art of Mazarin lay in cunning, and that of Haro in 
deliberation. The latter made ufe of bj.it fcv/ words, 
and whatever the other faid was equivocal? The genius 
of the Italian Miniftcr was to over-reach ; that of the 
Spanilli Minifter, to keep on his guard It is faid^ 
that he made this reflection on the Cardinal ; ‘‘ He pur- 
“ flies one great error m politics, which is, that he 
‘‘ would ever deceive.” 

Such is the viciflitude of human affairs, that of this 
famous Pyrenean treaty, there do not remain two of the 
articles at this time fubfifling. The King of France 
kept pofleflton of Roufillon, and fo he would have 
done independent of the peace*, but wiih regard to 
Flanders, the Spanilh monarchy retains nothing there. 
France was then joined in a neceffary alliance with 
Portugal, but fhe is no longer fo ; now every thing is 
changed. But if Don Louis de Haro faid, that Cardi- 
nal Mazarin could deceive, it might well be faid fince, 
that he could forefee. He had a long time meditated an 
'alliance between the Houfes of France and Spain. They 
quote that famous letter of his, written during the nego- 
ciations of Munfter. If the Mod Chriftian King could 

get the Low-Countries and Franche-Compte in 
‘‘ dower with the Infanta, we might then pretend to af- 
‘‘ pire to the fucceffion of Spain, notwithftanding any 
“ renunciation dial might be made to it on the mar- 
“ riage*, and this is not a very diftant profpeft, as there 
“ is only the life of the Infant, her brother, to exclude 
‘‘it.” This Prince was Balthazar, whodiedin 1649.” 

The Cardinal, however, evidently deceived himfelf, 
in fuppofing that the Low-Countries and Franche- 
Comte would be given as a portion to the Infanta. Not 
even a Angle town was flipulatcd for her dower. On 
the contrary, feveral confiderable towns were reftored to 
Spain that the French had taken from them, as St. 
Omer, Ypr^, Menin, Oudenarde, and other places. 
But fome ot them were retained.. The Cardinal, in- 

* ^lie charafters of their two nations could not be better 
deferibed, than they are in the perfons of thefe Minijlcrs. 

* G 3 ' deed, 
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deed, was not deceived in faying, that the renun. 
ciation woul^ one day, ere long, be of no avail; 
but then thofc who give him the credit of fuch a pre. 
didion, muft make him forefee that Prince Balthazar 
would die in 1649; that after him the three fons of 
the fecond marriage fliould all die in the cradle*, 
that Charles, the fifth of all the male children, fliould 
have no pofterity ; and that this Auftrian King fliould, 
one day, make a will in favour of a grandfon of 
touis XIV. In fine, the Cardinal did indeed forefee 
how little any renunciation v/ould fignify, in cafe the 
heirs-male of Philip IV. fliould happen to fail ; and un- 
expeded events have chanced to juftify his fuppofition, 
after an interval of above fifty years. 

Maria Therefa being expeded to have thofe towns 
for her portion that France had furrendered, brought 
by her marriage contrad only five hundred thoufand 
gold crowns ; and it coft the King more money to go 
and receive her on the fronfiers. Thefe five hundred 
thoufand crowns, then worth two million five hundred 
thoufand livres, became, however, the fiibjed of great 
conteft between the twoMinifters; and France finally 
pever received more than a hundred thoufand francs 
of the money. 

So far was this marriage from producing any other ad' 
vantage, prefent and real, except tlw.of peace, that the 
Infanta renounced all right Ihe might ever be entitled to 
claim to any of the territories of her fatheh*, and this 
renunciation was ratified by Louk XIV. in the mod fo- 
Jenin manner, and afterwards regiftered in the Parlia- 
ment. 

Thefe renunciations, and thefe five hundred thoufand 
gold crowns by way of portion, feem to be the ufual ar- 
ticles of marriage between the Infantas of Spain and the 
Kings of France. Queen Anne of Auftria, daughter to 
Philip III, was married to Louis XI U. ori^he fame con- 
ditions ; and whei\ Kabella, daughter to. Henry the 
Great, was affianceato Philip IV. King ofSsOain, there 
was no more llipulated for than five hundrem^thoufand 
prowps of gold as her dowry •, and of which there never 
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was a llvre paid : fo that it appears there was then no 
manner of advantage in thofe great matches-, and that 
the daughters of Kings were married to Kings with 
fcarcely any thing more than their wedding-clothes giv- 
en them. 

The Duke of Lorrain, Charles IV. of whom France 
and Spain had great realbn to complain, or rather who 
had great caufe of complaint againlt them, was compre- 
hended in this treaty ; but merely as an unfortunate 
Prince, whom they ufed as they pleafed, becaufe he had 
it not in his power to render himfelf rcfpefted. France 
reftored him his dominions, after demolilhing Nanci*, 
but reftri(fted him from keeping any troops on foot. 
Don Louis de Haro obliged Cardinal Mazarin to get the 
Prince of Conde received into favour, by threatening to 
give him the fovereignty of Rocroi, of Chatelet, and 
other places of which he was then in pofleflion : f > that 
France recovered thefe cities and the Great Conde alfo 
both together. He had loft his poll of Grand Mafter of 
the King’s houfehold, which was afterwards given to his 
fon, and brought back nothing to France but his fame. 

Charles H. nominal King of England, more unhappy 
than the Duke of Lorrain, came near the Pyfen&s, 
while the negociations of peace were in agitation. He 
implored the alTiftance both of Mazarin and Don Louis. 
He flattered hi mfelf that their Kings, who were his 
coufin-germans, "Being now united, would at laft under- 
take to viixlicate a caufe common to all Sovereigns; 
more efpecially as Cromwell was then dead. But he 
could not obtain even an audience, cither with Mazarin 
or Don Louis. Lockhart, the ambalfador iVom the Re- 
public of England, was at St. John de Luz. He made 
himfelf refpe&d (till, even after the death Oi ilie Pro- 
teftor ; and both the Mtnifters, from the fear of oilending 
this Englifliman, reful'cd even to fee Charles II. They 
looked upom his re-eftablifliment as an impoflible 
event, and ffuppofcd that all the Englifti factions, 
however at^ariance with one another, would unani- 

Thc capital city of Lorrain. 
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moufly unite againftever acknowledging a King. They 
happened bodi ol them to be millaken ^ for Fortune, a 
few months after, effeefted what thefe Miiiillers might have 
had the glory ot accomplifliing. diaries was recalled 
into his dominions by the Englifli themfelves, without 
any one Power in Europe having attempted to prevent 
the murder of his father, or exerted itfelf in any 
manner towards the reftoration of the fon. He was 
received on the plains of Dover by above twenty 
thoufand of his fubjccts, who fell on their knees be- 
fore him. Some old people who had been among the 
number, told me, that the whole multitude died tears 
June 1660. occafion. There never was, per- 

haps, a fpeftacle more moving, nor a revolu- 
tion more fudden. 1 his change of fortune was confum- 
mated in lefs time than the Pyrenean treaty was con- 
eluded; and Charles II. was in quiet pofTeffion of Eng- 
land, before Louis XIV. was even married by proxy. 

At length Cardinal Mazarin returned with the King 
Aug. 1660. Queen to Paris. A father who 

had married his fon without giving him up 
the poffclTion of his fortune, would not have afted other- 
wife than Mazarin did upon this cccafion. He came 
back more powerful, and more jealous of that power, 
and even of his honours, than ever. He infilled and 
obtained that the Parliament flmuld*v\:..';e in a body and 
addrefs him. This was without precedent jn the Mo- 
narchy, but it was not tlioiiglu too great a reparation 
for the injury the Parliament had done him. Me no 
longer gave his hand to the Princes of the Blood in the 
third degree, as formerly ; and he that was forced to 
admit Don Louis de Haro as his equal, now treated the 
Great Conde as his inferior. 

Lie then appeared in public with regal pomp, having, 
befides his ordinary guards, a company of moufquetaires, 
which is at prelent tlic fecond company of the King’s 
guar ds. There w^a^.no longer any free ^cefs to his 
perfc ii ; and if any one was bad politician en^cs^h to alk 
a favour from the King, he was ruined. ThXQiicen- 
ipother, fo long an obilinate pairwcls of Ma/:arinaLgij.iy It 
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all France, wa-; left without influence, as foon as he 
found he could rule without her afTiftance. The King 
her fon, trained up in an implicit fubmiffion to this 
Miniftcr, was not able to (hake off the yoke flie had im- 
pofed upon him, as well as on lierfelf. She refpefted 
her own work, and Leuis XIV. dared not attempt to 
reign while Mazarin lived. 

A Minilfer is excufable for the evil he may do, when 
the helm of ftate is forced into his hands by tempefis ; 
but in a calm, he is guilty of all the good he does not 
perform. Mazarin did none to any one but hinifelf, 
either dircftly, or througji the medium of his family. 
Figiit years of ablolute fway and tranquility, fince his 
lall return till the time of his death, were not marked 
by any cftabliihment, either glorious or ufcfiil ; for the 
College of the Four Nations was only an appointment by 
his will. 

He managed the finances like the agent of a Lord 
who was in his debt. The King afked money fome- 
times from bouquet, who .anfwercd him, “ Sire, there 
“ is not a fous in your Majefty’s Exchequer, but Mon- 
fieurthc Cardinal can lend you fome.’' Mazarin was 
worth about two luindrcd millions, according to our 
prefent computation ’Tis faid, in many Memoirs, 
that he amaffed great part of rhefe riches by means that 
were beneath the tv of his liation. ’dds reported ai!b 
that he uled r/) be a iliarer in the prizes of the privateers \ 
though this was not proved againll liini. Tlie Dutch, 
however, fufpefted him of it, and they had no lucli 
idea of Cardinal Richelieu. 

’Tis faid, that on his death-bed he betrayed fotne 
ft mgs of conic ience, though outwardlv he aflecfed 
courage. At leaft he feared, on account of his treafurcs, 
and therefore made a prekmc of them all to tlie King, 
hoping he would reftore them to him again; an idea m 
which he was nft deceived ; for the Kiiig reiurncd him the 
jegacy in aboi^ three days. He died»tit kill ; and there 

'en^illions flcriing, rcckoninj tlie Ilvrcat 3 
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did not appear to be a Angle perfon in the 
Kingdom who regretted him, except the 
King *, for this Prince had already learned to 
diflemble. The yoke began to fit heavy on him, and 
he was impatient to reign. Pie, however, affedted to 
appear fenfible of a lofs that put him in pofieflion of 
his fceptrc. 

Louis XIV. and the whole Court went into mourn- 
ing for Cardinal Mazarin an uncommon compliment 
to a fubjeft, but which Plenry IV. had before paid to 
the memory of Gabriclle d’Etrees. 

We fliall not flop here to examine whether Cardinal 
Mazarin was a great Minifter or no. ’Tis enough for 
us to fpeak of his ailions, and leave pofterity to form 
their own judgments on them. 1 he generality of peo- 
ple are apt to fuppofe a great extentof underftanding, and 
a genius almoll divine, to be the lot of thole who 
have governed kingdoms with any fuccefs. But it 
is not fuperior penetration that makes ftatefmen-— 
it is their charafter. Men, however differing in their 
portions of fenfe, fee pretty much alike their own 
intereQs, A Citizen or Amfterdam or Berne is as 
wife in this point, as Sejaniis, Ximenes, Buckingham, 
Richelieu, or Mazarin •, but our condudt and our enter- 
prizes depend folely upon the temper of our minds, and 
our fuccels depends on fortune. .. 

For example : If a General of the charafterof Pope 
Alexander VI. or his fon Borgia, had edmmanded at 
the fiege of Rochelle, he would have invited into his 
camp the principal chiefs of the town, under the con- 
fidence of a folemn oath, and then aflaffinated them. 
Mazarin would have carried the town, two or' three 
years later, by bribing and dividing the citizens. Don 
l.ouis de Plaro would not have hazarded the attempt. 
Richelieu raifed a dike in the fea, in imitation of 
Alexander, and entered the town a cor^ueror. But a 
little ftronger tide.., or a little more aftivuy on the part 
of the Englifh, would have faved Rochefe^ and caufed 
the attempt of Richelieu to be deemed ramf' ^ 
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The charafters of men may be judged from their en- 
terprizes. We may venture to pronounce that Richelieu 
was poflcffed of a proud and a revengeful temper-, that 
Mazarin was prudent, fupple, and avaricious j but to 
afeertain to what point a Minifter has underftanding, 
we muft converfe with him frequently, or perufe his 
writings. It happens often among Statefmen, as it does 
every day among courtiers, that thofe who have the beft 
talents frequently fail, while perfons with more patience, 
relblution, fupplenefs, and confiftency in their characters, 
generally fucceed. 

In reading the Letters of Cardinal Mazarin, and the 
Memoirs of Cardinal de Retz, we may eafily perceive 
that Retz was the luperior genius. Yet Mazarin was all- 
powerful, and Retz was overpowered. In fhort, it is 
certain, that to make an able Minifter, a man need often 
poflefs but a middling genius, good fenfe, and good for- 
tune j but to be a good Minifter, his ruling paflion 
muft be a love for the public welfare. The great ftatef- 
man is he who leaves great monuments behind him that 
are of advantage to his Country. 

The monument which immortalizes Cardinal Mazarin, 
is the acquifition of Alface. He added this province 
to France, at the very time that Ihe was exclaiming 
againft him ; and by a fingular fatality, did more good to 
the kingdom whft* l:e was perfecuted by it, than du- 
ring the tranguilicy of an uncontrouUd power. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. VII. 

Louis XIV. govorns ly him/df. He forces the Spanijh. 
Aujlrian branch to allow him precedency, and the County of 
Rome to make him fatisfablion. He purchafes Dunkirk. 
He gives afftftance to the Emperor, to Portugal, and to 
the States-General •, and renders his Kingdom flout iping 
and fomidaMe, 

T here was fcarcely, in any Court, more cabals 
and hopes than while Cardinal Mazarin lay on his 
death-bed. The women who pretended to beauty, flat- 
tered themfelves with the idea of governing a Prince ot 
two and-twenty, already fuch a dupe to love as to have 
offered his crown to his Millrefs. The young Courtiers 
promifed themfelves to have the reign ol favouririfm re- 
newed. Every Minifter expeded the flril place. None ot 
them ever fuppofed that a King kept in ignorance ot nl! 
affairs of ftatc, would attempt at once to take upon 
him the cares of government. Mazarin iiad prolonged 
the minority of the King as much as poffible. He in- 
ftrufted him only a Ihort time before his death, and 
then only becaufe the King infifled upon it. 

It was fo far from being fufpefted- he would govern 
alone, that not one of thole who had ai^ed under t.ie 
former Minifter, ever thought of afking the King wnen 
they fhould confer with him. The only queflion was 
fiom them all, “ To whom fliall we apply ?” Louis Xi V, 
anfwered, “ To me.” But they were Hill more lur- 
prifed, on finding him perfevere in this determination. 
He hid, for fome time, confulted his faculties, and 
clTaycd in fecrec his talents for governing. His reiolu- 
tion once taken, he maintained it to the lafl moment 
his life. He marked out to each of li^ Miniiters t.K 
limits of his pow.r, obliging them to deliver in an ac- 
count of whatever fell within their departments w 
himf-lf at flatcd times, repoling in them juftio mucii 
confidci'.ce as was neceifary to' give them crecii^ni die" 
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Miniilry, but watching carefully over them to prevent 
their abufing it. 

Madame cle Motteville tells us, that the charafter of 
Charles 11. King of England, who was then faid to 
govern by himfelf, had infpired Louis XIV. with an 
emulation of the fame kind. If that was true, he far 
excelled his example *, for he deferved all his life what 
was at firft pronounced of Charles. 

He commenced his pcrfonal government with regu. 
lating the finances, which v/ere left in confufion by a 
long courfe of peculation. Difeipline was alfo as much 
eftabliflied among the troops, as in the Treafury. 
Magnificence and propriety gave a luftre to his Court. 
Even in its pleafures there appeared both a fplendour 
and grandeur. All the arts were patronized, and all 
contributed to the glory both of the King and of the 
kingdom. 

This is no proper place to confider him in his private 
character, or in the interior of his government. This 
fliall be performed in another partof this work. Suffice it 
here to fay, that the nation, which fince the death of 
Fienry the Great had never leen a real King, and which 
abhorred the rule of a Prime Minifter, was infpired with 
admiration and hope, when they faw Louis XIV. 
adingat ewent^-two^ what Henry had done at fifty. If 
Heniy IV. hiid had a Prime Minifter, he would have 
been ruine<J, becaufe the averfion to fuch a perfon would 
have incited a number of powerful fadtions. If Louis 
Xllf. had not had one, that Prince, whofe feeble and 
diftempered body had enervated his mind, muft have 
lunlc under the weight of government, Louis XIV. 
might without danger have had, or not had, a 
Prime Minifter; for then there remained not the leafi; 
trace of former fadlions ; there was now in France only 
a mafter an^ his fubjeds. He, from the firft, demon- 
ftrated that he was ambitious of every kind of glory, 
and that he would be as much ref|)eCled abroad, as ab- 
folute at home. 

The* former King^ of Europe claimed an exaft 
e^ality among one another ; which wa^ very natural ; 

but 
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but the Kings of France have ever challenged a prccc* 
dency, on pretence of the antiquity of their race and 
of their Kingdom ; and if they gave place to the Em- 
perors, it was becaufe men are fekiom apt to controvert 
a right of iilage. 

The head of the German Republic, though an eleftive 
Prince, and of very little power in himfclf, takes the 
lead indifputably before all the other fovereigns, on 
account of his title of Csefar, and the fucceflion from 
Charlemagne. The German Chancery did not even 
allow the other Potentates the addition of Majefty ; 
and yet the Kings of France might have jliftly difputed 
precedency before the Emperors, becaufe France had 
founded the real Wedern Empire, the name of which 
only fubfids in Germany. They had in their favour not 
only the fiiperiority of an hereditary Crown over an 
cleftive dignity, but the further advantage of an unin- 
terrupted fucceflion of Kings, which reigned over a great 
monarchy many ages before any of thofc families 
throughout the world which are now in poffeflion of 
Crowns, had attained to any degree of elevation. 
They challenged, at lead, precedence before the 
other States of Europe; and alledged for their claim the 
title of Mofr Chriftian, which the Kings of Spain dif- 
puted by oppofing that of Cathalic»t and ever fmee 
Charles V. had held a King of France prifoner at Ma- 
drid, the Spanilh haughtinefs wasthe farther from ceding 
this pre-eminence. The Englilh and the Swedes, though 
they alledge not any of thele honorary additions, avoid 
as much as poflible an acknowledgment of this fuperio- 
rity to either of them. 

At Rome thefe claims were formerly debated. The 
Popes, who ufed then to confer Kingdoms by their bulls, 
concluded, with much ftronger reafon, they had a right 
to fettle the rank between the Crowned Heads. That 
Court, where every filing is tranfafted with the greateft 
ceremony, was the tribunal which difeufled thef^ vani- 
ties of greatnefs. France was there always allowed the 
precedence, when flie was morco powerful than^Spain*, 
but fince the reign of Charles V. Spain had negleictd 

no 
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no occafion of being admitted to a footing of equality 
at leaft. 1 he difpute remained undecided ; a ftep more 
or lefs in a procelTion, an arm-chair placed near an 
Altar, or oppofite to a Pulpit, were their triumphs, 
and eftabliihed their titles to this pre-eminence. The 
folly of a point of honour in this article, was as ex- 
treme, among Crowned Heads, as the madnefs of duel- 
ling was among the inferior ranks of men. 

It happened that at the entry of a Swedifli Ambaf. 
fador into London, the Count d’Eftrade, Am- 
baflador from France, and Baron Watteville, 
the Spanifti Ambaffador, difputed the preceffion. The 
Spaniard, having been more liberal of his money, and 
having a larger retinue, gained the London populace 
on his fide. The coach-horfes of the French Ambaf- 
fador were killed, and the fuite of Count d’Eftrade, 
wounded and difperfed, left the Spaniards to march 
through the ftreets with fwords drawn, as in triumph. 

Louis XIV, being informed of this infult, recalled his 
Ambaffador from Madrid, and ordered the Spanilh one 
to quit France ; flopped the conferences that were then 
carrying on in Flanders about fettling the Frontiers; 
and fent a meffage to King Philip IV. his father-in-law, 
that if he did not acknowledge the fuperiority of the 
Crown of Fraoji^, make reparation for this affront 
by a formal ftftisfaftion, the war fhould be immediately 
renewed. ^ 


Philip IV. not choofing to replunge his Kingdom into a 
new war for the precedence of an Ambaffador, 
fent the Count de Fuentes to declare to the 
King, at Fontainebleau, in prefence of all the 
foreign Minifters who were then in France, that the 
“ Spanifh Minifters, for the future, ftiould never have 
any competition with thofe of France.” This was 


not an unequivocal acknowledgement, indeed, of the 
pre-eminence of France, but it was an authentic proof 
of the weaknefs of Spain. That**Courr, dill proud, 
murmured a long time at its humiliation. Several 
Spanill/ Minifters fmcc then renewed their former 
p^^rfions, and obtained an equality at Nimeguen, 
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But Louis XIV. then acquired by his firmnefs a real fa- 
periority in Europe, in making it appear how much he 
was to be feared. 

He had fcarcely made an end of this inconfiderable af- 
fair with fo much grandeur, but he niailted it dill more, 
upon an occafion where his gloiy leemed to be lels intered- 
ed. T heyoungh'renchOdkers, in the wars which had been 
long carried on in Italy againd Spain, had given to the 
circ'iUTifpeft and jealous Italians tlie idea of their being 
a forward and over- bearing nation. Italy, indeed, re- 
garded all the nations v/ith which fne was overdowed, 
as barbarians, and the French to be as barbarous as the 
red, but gayer and more dangerous, who introduced 
pleafurcs into every houfe, diewing a contempt ior the 
people, at the dime time, and adding infult to debau- 
chery. They were feared every where, but particularly 
in Rome. 

The Duke of Crequi, Ambadador to the Pope, had 
difguded the people of Rome by his haughtinefs ; and 
his^domedics, who always carry the faults of their 
maders to an extreme, committed the fame fort of licen- 
tioufnels that the ungovernable young luen ufed to do 
in Paris, who piqued themlelvcs every night on attack- 
ing and driving the city watch before them. 

Some of the Duke of Crequi’s Ij^took it into their 
heads to attack, fword in hand, a iicu^chment of the 
Cordcans, who are the poffe of the Civil Magidrate. 
The whole corps of Corlicans relenting it, and being 
fecretly abetted by Don Mario Chigi, brother to Pope 
Alexander VII. who hated the Duke of Crequi, role m 
arms, and befieged the Ambalfacor’s houfe. 
Ausr. J®. coach in which the Duchefs 

*■ of Crequi was, jult turning into the porte 
where, killed one of her pages, and wounded feveral 

of her attendants. _ , 

The Duke of Crequi immediately quitted Rome, and 
accufed the Pope’s"felations, and the Pope himfelf, of 
having encouraged this alTaflination. The Pope de- 
layed, as long as he could, piving any fat-sfadion, 
from a notion tjiat with regard to the French it wavotily 
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ficcelTary to procraftinate, and that every thing would 
be forgotten. But after four months hefitation, he was 
obliged to hang one of the Corficans, and one of the 
Sbirri and to banilh the Governor from Rome 
who was fufpefted to have favoured the outrage. But 
he was ftruck with confternation when he heard that 
the King, not content with this, threatened to be- 
fiege Rome •, that he had already marched troops into 
Italy*, and that Marlhal du Pleflis-Praflin was named to 
command them. This affair became now a national 
quarrel on both fides, and the King would vindicate 
his own. The Pope, before he would comply with the 
fatisfadion demanded, folicited the mediation of the 
reft of the Catholic Piinces, exerting all his politics 
to roufe them againft Louis XIV. ; but the circiim- 
ftances of the times were not favourable to him. The 
Empire was attacked by the Turks ; and Spain was 
embarrafted in an unprofperous war with Portugal. 

The Court of Home only irritated the King, v/ithout 
being able to refill; him. The Parliament of Provence 
fummoned the Pope, and took poffeffion of Avignon, 
In other times, the excommunications of Rome would 
have been iftued againft fuch facrilcgc *, but thefe arms 
were now worn-out, and become a jeft. The Pope was 
obliged to fubmit*, he was forced to banifh his own 
brother from ^4fTiie; to fend his nephew, Cardinal Chigi, 
in the qualify of Legate a Latere, to make fatisfadiorx 
to the King*, to difoand his Corfican guards*, and to 
creft a pyrannid in Rome, with an infeription reciting 
both the affront and the reparation. Cardinal Chigi was 
the firft Legate from the Court of Rome that ever was 
lent upon the errand of begging pardon. All former 
Legates were deputed to give laws, and impofe the 
tenths f . 

The King was not contented with having an affront 
repaired by tranfient ceremonies, or by monuments as 
periftiable alfo, (for he fuffered, fdfhe years after, the 

* Conftables. 

t 1 he jpnth quota of all ecclefiaftical benefices levied by the Papal 
authpr^tyf^ upon ai^y exigency of the Holy See. 
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demolition of this pyramid ) ; but he compelled the Court 
of Rome to furrender Callro and Ronciglione, at leaf} 
for a term, to the Duke of Parma, and to indemnify 
the Duke of Modena for his cl iims upon Comachio. 
Thus did he derive from this infult the real honour of 
becoming the Proteflorof the Italian Princes. 

While he was in this manner fupporting his dignity, 
he did not negleft the increafe of his power. Ilis finan- 
ces being well adminiftered by Colbert, enabled 
him to purchafe Dunkirk and Mardike from 
the King of England, for five millions of 
livres, at twenty-fix livres ten fous the mark. Charles 
II. both poor and prodigal, thus lhamefully fold the 
price of Englifii biootl. Ilis Chancellor Hyde, accufed 
of having cither advifed, or permitted, this mean action, 
was after ivarcls baniflied by the Parliament of England, 
which punifiies often the crimes of favourites, and 
fometimes fits in judgment upon its kings. 

Louis fet thirty thoufantl men to work upon the for- 
tifications of Dunkirk, both on the land-fide 
and on that of the fea. There was a large 
bafon hollowed out, between the town and the citadel, 
fuificient for tlie reception of thirty fiiips of war ; fo 
that England had no fooner fold the place, than it be- 
came an objeft of their terror. 

Sometime after, the King comprilcd^ jthe Duke of 
Lorrain 10 give him the itrongt<t'wn of Mar- 
1^663^°* fal. This unhapj))' Charles IV. an illurtrk 
ous warrior, but a weak Prince, inconftant 
and imprudent, concluded a treaty, by which he ceded 
I.orrain to France after his death, on condition uthat 
the King would permit him to levy a million upon 
the dominions that he had abandoned to him, and 
that the Princes of the Iloufe of Lorrain fliould 
be ranked as Princes of the Blood in France. This 
treaty, regifiered in vain by the Parliament of Paris, 
ferved only to proiace new inconftancies in the Duke 
of Lorrain ; Vv^ho was glad afterwards to furrea- 
der Marfal, and throw himfclf upon the clci^icncy ot 
the King. , , 

fiSiiis 
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}.ou;s augmented his territories even during the 
pence; and kepc Iiimfcif always prepared for war, by 
fortifying his fronciers, preferving a ilridl difciplinc in 
bis army, hicrcafing his troops, and reviewing them 
often. 

I'he Turks were then very formidable in Europe, 
They at the fame time attacked the Emperor of Ger- 
many and the Venetians. The policy of the Kings of 
France had always been to prefer ve an alliance with the 
Porte, not only for the advantages of commerce, but to 
prevent the Houfe of Anftria from becoming too power- 
ful. However, a Chriftian King could not refufc affifting 
the Emperor, when he was in danger ; and theincereft of 
France was, that the 'Turks fliould raife difturbances in 
Hungary, but not invade it. Befidcs, his treaties with 
the Empire made this honourable mcafure his duty. Ac- 
cordingly he fent fix thoufand men into Hungary, under 
the command of the Count de Coligni, the only remaining 
defcendanc of the family of that Coligni formerly lo 
celebrated in our civil wars, and who merited, perhaps, 
as great renown as that Admiral, both by his courage 
and his virtue. Friendfliip had attached him to the 
Great Conde, and all the offers of Cardinal Mazarin 
were never able to feduce him from his connection. 

He carried witn him the flower of the French Nobi- 
lity, and them the young La Feuillade, a man 

of an en^rprizing fpirit, and ambitious of eminence 
and fame. Thefe French troops went to Hungary to 
ferve under General Montecuculi, who at that 
time oppofed the Grand Vizier Kiuperli, or * 

“Kouprogli; and who afterward, in ferving 
againft France, balanced the reputation of 
Turenne. A great battle was fought at St. Gothard, on 
the banks of the Raab, between the Turkifa and the 
German aJimies. The French performed prodigies 
o! valour -, even the Germans, who loved them not, 
were forced to confefs their meritT But it would not be 
doing the fame jufllce to the Germans, to lay, as many 
bcola liavc’“ dune, that the Ficnch alone carried away 
^,-htfwnour of the vidorv. 
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The Kinp\ M’hife he ir^jincalned hh grandeur by openly 
freccurinp, the L.inpcror, and adding a Ivflrc to the 
French iiinvu crnjdoycd his policy piivatcJy to iifnil 
PorlULia! againfe Spain. Cardinal Mazarin had formerly 
made a lacrifnc of the rortugueie, by the Fyrcneaii 
trcMt e ; but Spain had made feveral little tacit iiifradions 
on t!.e peace. France made one herlelf, l)oth bold and 
decifve. IMarfltal Schomberg, a foreigner and a IIu- 
guer.or, rnirehed into Portugal at the head of four 
thoiifatul French forces paid by Louis XIV. though 
lie pretended th.ey were hired by the King of Jh)rtugai. 

'Fiiefe troops, joined to the Portuguefe torces, 
gained a cornpleat victory at \hlIa-V:ciora, 
v.hich ellabiilricd the throne in tlic Braganza 
fan ily. Thus LouK XIV. already appeared to be a mar- 
tied and political Prince, and Lurenpe dreaded him even 
before he had yit begun to mabe v^ar in his own 
n 1 1 1 i 1 c . 

It v. r.s this fame prdicy which mrde Idem, Contrary to 
his cn^eigemcnts, eiucie joining the Kvv Ihij^s he was. 
then ma.fier of, to the Dutch fieet. Me had cnicrcd into 
an alliantc witli 1 lolland, in 1662. 1 hat Republic, about 
that ti re, iiad renewed the war v. ith Kngland, on ac 
count of the vain and ruliculous honour of the liag and 
for the fake of tiieir fubfcantial intcrcils in the commerce 
of the Indies. Louis faw with plcafure-l.heje two maii- 
tirne powers put to fea every year againfl, each ^tlier, fleets 
of more than one hundred fliips of war, anti mutually 
dcilroying one another by the molt obilinate battles that 
ever were heard of, and of which the only conLijuencc 
v;as, the weakening of both parties. One of thei'e 

fights lalted three -)* intire days. Ir was in 
thefe adions that the Dutch Admiral De 
Ruyter acquired the character of being 
the greatefi' naval commander that ever lived. It v/as 
he who went and burned the finelt of the Fngliih flbps 
even in their own porjt;?, about four leagues from Lon- 

• Was thi? more vain and ndiculous llwn tliu firuaelc for Piccf- 
^enc\ between I'raece and b'pain ? 
f The liilloriaiis fay four. 



THE AGE OF LOUIS XfV, 


lOI 

don *. He mndc Holland maCier at foa f, the empire 
at which Enahmd had ever niaiiifa'neJ before, and 
where Louis XIV. had nor yet become confkienbic. 

I’he fovereignty of the ocean had been divided for 
feme time between thofe two nations. 'Lhe arc of fliip. 
building, and condTuding them either for comincrce or 
for war, was but little known to any except themfclves. 
Lrance, under the miniltry oi" Richedieu, thouglit herfelf 
powerful at fea, bccaufe from about fixty fhij)s which flie , 
rcckomcd in her ports, flic coulil fend out, pei haps, rliii'ty ; 
of which there was but one tliat mounted kv^enty guns, 
finder Mazarin, they purchafed from Moiland the few 
vcfk Is they had ; but wanted failors, officers, and inanu- 
faciures, for t!ic conitruction and equipment of them. 

'i'he King undertook to repair the ruinous date of 
lies marine, and to fupply France with every requifite 
for t!ic purpofe, with incredddc diligence. But in i66i, 
and lOO'k while the Engldli and Dutch covered the leas 
with near three hundred large men ox war, he had not 

• At Chraham, in the river Metlwpy. Volt.ure is milLiken in hds 
nu'.i'aiC; for ’tjs thirty miles tiom L.ondon ; ,’nd four leagues by 
any cuinpaiation, (for it is various in difrerent paits of lrance) will 
not 1C ,c(i 't. 

t '1 his wc deny. Tn the firfl engagement of this war, in the year 
ikSc,, the Dukcot Yoik gained a complex vidciy over 0;xiam and 
'i'ro.r.p ; and J^\s Royal Highncf had not l.ikcn ii iwp toofoon, he 
^vouid not h^e left them a fliip to continue the war. The afliuii 
nodiUcdaed, the next year, in June, betv/een Prince Rupert and the 
Luke of Albemarle, Admiral of the i'aiglifli ilect, and De Ruyter, 
and Van Tromp, of ihe Dutch, was k equally fou hr, that both Tides 
lung leDeutn. But the next month the matter was out quite out 
>f*difp ute. by an intire defeat ot the lame Dutch Adninals by the 
fame luigliih ones ; after which x^dmiral IJolme- fai'ed triumphantly 
alorn; the coa(l of Holland, burned two men of war and many mer- 
chant fliips in the river Vlie, made a defeent on Scheiling, and de- 
mob ihed the town of Brandaris. 

The affair of* Chatham was a difgrace to the Dutch themfelves, not 
to the Enghlh. It was done by furpii/e, dunint the time that a con- 
ference for peace was depending, when ihcwEngl 111, looking upon that 
interval to be exempt from hoiUlitics, had unmanned and unrigged 
their navy. 

In tWlecortvTTTutch war, the firft engagement was fo much in our 
favotvi/thav^De Ruyter llie^red off in the night. The lecond, third 
and foufth ai^iOns were nearly equal, on both fides, 
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above fifteen or fixtcen fliips, ol‘ the lowed rates, which 
the Duke of Beaufort commanded againfl the Cor- 
fairs of Barbary ; and when the Statcs-Gencral prelied 
Louis XIV. to join his fleet to theirs, there was only 
one fingle firc-fliip in the harbour of Bred, whiv h they 
were afliamcd to fend out, ’till prelfed to it by repeated 
initances. But this was a difgrace which Louis XIV. 
quickly exerted himfclf to efface. 

Me r. iv:* the St.'tcs a more honourable and cffent:<d 
fuccour by land. I le iciU tiiein lix ihouland 
I’reneh troops, to ciclend them agaiiiit the 
Bifliop of Muniler, C hriilopher-Bernard dc Galen, a 
martial Prelate, and an impl icabie enemy, I'ubfidircd by 
Ifngland to ravarm the territories of 1 lolland. lUit he 
ipade them pay dear ior his arfilbince, and treated them 
like a power! ul pcrlbn wito fells his protection to o])u- 
lent merchants. Colbert ciiaroed them not only with 
the pay of tlielc troops, but added the expences of an 
embafiy lent to England, to conclude their peace with 
Charles II. Never was aid given with fo ill a grace, 
nor confequcntly receiveil with Ids trratitude. 

The K ing having thus trained liis troops, and fornted 
new officers, in Hungary, in Holland, and in Portugal, 
refpefted and revenged in Rome, faw not a Angle power 
in Europe that he needed to fear. England ^;avaged by the 
plague •, London burned down by a nre, unjui^y imputed 
to the Roman Catholics-, the continual prodigality anti 
indigence of Charles II. as deilrudtive to the Hate of his 
affairs, as the burning, or the plague ; fecured France 
fufficiently from any danger on tlie fide of England.^ 
The Emperor was Hill fuffering under tlie weaknefs occa- 
floned by his war with the Turks. The King of Spain, 
Philip IV. dying, and his Monarchy being as feeble as 
himfelf, left Loins Xi V. the only powerful, the only for- 
midable Monarch among the States. He was youngs 
rich, well-fervcd, implicitly obeyed, and fliewed an 
impatience to fignalizc himfelf, and rank with Con” 
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ConfiHcft of Flanders. 

O pportunity prefented itfclf foon to a King 
who fought it. Philip IV. his father-in-law, died. 
Pie had by his firft wife, who was filler to Louis XIII. 
the Princefs Maria-Therefa, married to her coufin Louis 
XIV. ; a marriage by which the SpaniOi Monarchy has 
at length fallen into the Houfe of Bourbon, fo long its 
enemy. By his fccond marriage with Mary-Anne of An- 
ftria, he had Charles II. a weak and fickly child, heir 
to his crown, and the foie remaining fon of three male 
children, two of whoin had died in the cradle. Louis 
XIV. pretended that Flanders, Brabant, and P’ranche- 
Comte, provinces belonging to Spain, ought, according 
to the jurifprudence of thofe States, to defeend to his wife, 
notwithftanding her renunciation. If the claims of 
Kings were to be decided by the Laws of Nations, be- 
fore an impartial tribunal, this demand might have been 
doubtful, at leaft, 

Louis had his rights canvafled by his own Council, 
alTilled by the Theologians, who all declared them to be 
irrefragable ; but the Council and the Confeffor of the 
Dowager ofyPfTilip IV. pronounced them not founded 
in law. 1 ne Qiieen had, on her fide, a ftrong argu- 
ment, namely, the law of Charles V ; but the laws of 
Charles V. were not much regarded by the Court of 
France. 

'*^ne of the pretexts which were affumed by the Coun- 
cil of the King, was, that the five hundred thoufand 
crowns, ftipulaced as the dowry with the Qiieenj had 
never been paid *, but then they forgot that the portion 
of the daughter of Henry IV. remained undif- 
charged alfo. France and Spain difputcd this point 
firft by writings, in which were dilplayed the cal- 
culations of at Banker, and the pleadings of a lawyer; 

'5^ f^^on of ftatQ was the only logic attended to^ 
Tpia Mion ’of ftate was fomething extraordinary. 

H 4 Lmi 
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Louis XIV, began to attack an infant, of whom he 
ought to have been the guardian and protcdor, as he 
was married to his filer. Could it be fuppofed chat the 
Emperor Leopold, confidered as the head of the Moufe 
of /UUlria, would h;ve fuffered him to opprcl's this 
family, and ag^^randize himfclf in Flanders ? Who couki 
believe that the Emptror and the King of France had 
before divided, in idea, the fpoils of the young C'harles 
of Auftria, King of Spain? Some hints of this lad truth 
are 10 he met with in the Memoirs of the Marquis dc 
To* cy ’^', though they are not fufficiently clear, 'i'ime 
has at length unfolded a myllcry, which proves, tint 
among Kings the interdl and the claims of the itrongefl: 
power take place of juilice, cfpccially when that right 
feems to be in the Icail doubtful. 

All the broriuTs of Charles II. King of Spain wero 
dead. Charles was of a feeble and unhealthy conltitu- 
tion. Louis XIV. and Leopold concluded, in his in- 
fancy, the fame treaty of partition, pretty nearly, that 
they carved between them on his death. By that com- 
padt, v/hich is adlually among the iccords at the Louvre, 
Leopold was to fuffer Louis XIV. to poiTefs himielt, at 
prelent, of Flanders, on condition that, on the death 
of Charles, Spain fliould pafs under the dominion of the 
Emperor. It is not laid whether there was any money 
paid, in confideration of this extraordinit^ negociati(ai. 
Generali), this principal article in all treaiXs is kept a 
fecret. 

Leopold had no fooner figncd the deed, than he repent- 
ed of it ; at Icail, he inflitd that this tranlaAion 
fhould not be revealed to any of the Courts ; that *10 
counterpart Ihould be executed of the agreement, as is 
ufual- and that the foie inllrument whi jh was to iub- 
fifl between them, fiiould be locked up in an iion box, 
of v^hich the Emperor was to keep one key, and 
the King of Fr.mcc the other. I’his box was to be 
depofucU in ihe hantls of t!r/(jrcnt Duke i.f Flor<.nce. 
Xhe Emperor delivered it fur lids puipofe to the 
French Anibaflador, then at Vi. nna, anJTlic^Kij^^lent 
• ♦ Vol. I. page 36, of an Edition faid to be printed at 

a detach- 
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s detachment of fmeen of his Jife-guards to the gates of 
the city, as a convoy to the Courier, Idl the Emperor 
mi(^ht alter hi^ mind, and have the box carried off on 
the" road. It v/as carried to V^erfaiJIcs, and nor to Fio- 
rence •, which affords caufc to fufped: that Leopold had 
been bribed to the coniraft, fincchedid not dare to com- 
plain of the fraud. 

In this manner did the Emperor fuffer the King of 
Spain to be defpoiled. 

The King, tridiingmore to his troops than his 
rcafons, marched into Flanders as to a certain con- 
quell. He was hiudelf at the h.^ad of thirty-five thouland 
men ; another body ot eig!it thouland was lent towards 
Dunkirk; and OdU ot four thouland towards Luxem. 
burgh. Turenne commanded the army under lum. Col- 
bert had multiplied the refources of the ftate necefiary to 
fuppiy thele expencesu Louvois, the new Miniiler for 
the war department, had made immcnle preparations for 
tiie campaign. Stores of every kind were properl v difpo- 
feci on the frontiers. He was the firll thateftablifhed the 


advantageous method, which the wealtnefs of Government 
had before rendered irripraftica‘.>le,of fublilling armies by 
magazines. Vv hamwer fiege the King chofe to under- 
take, on whichfoever fide he turned his arms, provifions 
ot every kind were at hand; the quarters for the troops 
were niarkedycfft ; and tiieir marches adj lifted. Difc:- 
plinc, become more ftricl every day by the inflexible fc- 
verity of the Miniiler, reftrained the Officers vdthin their 
duty. The prefence of a young King the idol of his 


ari^, rendered the hardihip ot this difcipline not only 
caly, but pleafing. Military rank commenced from this 
tune to be an honour much fuperior to that of birth. 
Services and not ancdlry were now coniidered, which 
had feldom been the rule before. By this diitinclion an 
Officer of the nfeaneft origin was encouraged, without af-‘ 
lording craifc to thole of the nobleft ^efeent to murmur. 

I he Intaiury, which bore the brunt of war fmcc the 
tdeleffnefs ot kior.es had been ddcovered, partook of the 
rewards whic;/(i the Cavalry had exclufively poffeffed be- 
New maxims of government infpired new ardour, 
a The 
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The King, afTifted by a General and a Minifter * of 
equal abiliriesy and equally jealous of each other ; both, 
however, ferving him the better for that reafon j at the 
head of the beft troops in Europe, and finally (Irengthened 
by a new league with Portugal, attack ed with all thefe 
advantages a Province ill defended of a Kingdom al- 
ready ruined and torn in pieces. He had only his mother- 
in-law to contend with, a weak woman governed by a 
Jefuit f , whofe defpifed and unhappy adminidration had 
left the Spanifti monarchy without defence. The Kin'j- 
of F ranee had every advantage that was wanting to Spain. 

The arc of attacking places, as at prefenr, had not 
then been perfefted, becaufe the flcill of fortifying 
and defending them was alfu unknown. The frontiers 
of Spanifh Flanders were moftiy without fortifications 
and ungarrifoned. 

Louis had only to prefent himfclf before them. He 
entered Charleroy, as if it had been Paris. Ath and 
Tournay were taken in two days. Fumes, 
166 * Armentieres, and Courtray, did not hold out 
longer. He entered the trenches before 
Doiiay, and it lurrcndered the next day. Lifle, the moit 
flouriihing city in this Province, the only one well for- 
^ tifiul, and containing a garrilbn of fix thou- 
^ 27. lutUy capiuikucd, atter a nine days fiege. 

The Spaniards had not above eight thoh<,^nd troops to 
oppoie agaiihl this vidorious army; and tne rear of this 
^ fmall body was cut in pieces by the Marquis, 

‘ afterwards Marlhal, dc Crequi. The remain- 

der fiielccred itfelf under the wails ofMons and Brulfels, 
leaving the King a conqueror without a battle. 

This campaign, made in themidfi: of the greateft 
abundance, and attended by fuccelfcs fo eafy, ap- 
peared to be merely a Court progrefs. Feaftings, luxu- 
ry, and pleafures, then got footing in fhe army, even 
while difeipline was^perfccting itfelf. Officers then per- 
• Turenne and Colbert. 

t Father Nitard, a German. He told the Duke of Lerma once, that 
' he ought to treat him with more rcfpefl, " as Fe liad every day his 
God in his hands, (the Eucharift)arfi his Queqn at^is^fh 
was her ConfeiTor.) 

formed 
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f/>rmed all their military duties with more exaftncfs, but 
with more elegant accommodations, Marlhal Turenne 
for a long time had only eaten olf iron plates in camp. 
The Marquis D’Humieres was the firft, at the fiege of 
Arras, in 1658, who was fcrved in plate in the trenches, 
and had his table covered with ragouts and fecond courles. 
But in this campaign of 1667, where a young King, who 
loved magnincence, dilplayed that of his Court amidft 
the fatigues of war, every one exerted himfelf to exhibit 
patterns of fumptuoufnefs and tafte in his entertain- 
iiicnts, his drefs, and equipage. 

This luxury, the certain fign of the riches of a great 
Hate, and often the caufc of decadence in a fmall one, 
was, hov/ever, nothing in comparifon with what wc 
have fincc become vicquainted with. The King, his 
Generals, and liis Mimlters, ufed then to go to the 
rendezvous on horfeback ; whereas at prefent every Cap- 
tain of horfe, or General Officer’s fecretary, has his pod- 
duife, With glafTcs and fprings, to convey him more 
commodioufly, and at his eafe, than one could formerly 
pay a vifit from one quarter of Paris to another. 

The delicacy of the Officers did not then prevent them 
from appearing in the trenches covered with a helmet and 
a cuirals. d he King himfelf fet them the example. 
He went into the lines fo armed, before Douay and 
Lifle. This pj^Uent caution has laved many a great 
man •, but it has been too much neglcded fince, by our 
young men of feeble frames, equally effieminate and 
brave, and who feem to dread fatigue more than danger. 

^:ii£ of ^befc conquefts alarmed Bruffels ^ and 

the iffiabitants began to remove their effects to Ant- 
werp. The conquefl: of all Flanders might have been the 
^vork of ^his fingle campaign. The King had occafion 
only tor a fufficient number of troops to take poffeffion 
ot the places reaciy to open their gates to his fummons. 
Louvois advifed him to put ftrong garrlfons into the 
towns he had already made himfclf maker of, and to for- 
titythem. Vauban, one of thole grCvit men and perlons 
genius who' appeared in this age for the fervice of 
4 Loui? 
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Louis XIV*, was appointed military architeft to per. 
form this work. He executed it according to his 
method, which has fince been adopted by all good cn. 
gincers. 

The world was amazed to fee places fiirrounded only 
by works lying on a level with the open country. I 
and bold fortifications were but the more expofed to the 
battery of artillery; while fhofe that were hid uncer 
ground, were in lefs danger of being deftroyed. Ik* 
confiruded the citadel of Lille upon thelc prin, 
* * ciplcs. In France, the government of a town had 

never, before been a detached command iVoin that of the 
fortrefs. The precedent of this was find m\id • in favour 
of Vauban, who was the firll governor of a citadel. It 
may further be obierved, that iliefirlt of tliefe plans in 
relievo, that is to be feen in tiie p,alleiy of the Louvre, 
was that of the fo’ lilications of Lille. 

The King haftened back to enjoy the acclamation'? 
of his people, the adorations of iiis Courtiers and Mil* 
treffes, and to partake of the teuivals lie gave liis Couit. 


CHAP. IX. 


TL' of FriVtchc-Cor,tt\ cui the Peace dJ Jix-k- 

Cbapellc, 

T he Court was immeifed in the entertainment^^ ex- 
hibited at St. Germain’s, when in tlic depth ol win- 
ter, in tlie month of January, people vveie furpnk 1 
to fee troops marching on ail fides, pa(ring“"aiai 
repaifing the roads of Champagne, in the I’hivc iL!ie>d' 
ricks ; and traln.s of artilitry and ammunition-waggons 

• vVhrt a (Iroke of French enthufiafin In tliiv’ V.uiban and edvr 
grrat men, Jin 1 jjeripns of ;a*nius weic only Cut liUo the world, it 
Iccms, lor the krv’ice q^Lonia X(V. '1 hi^ i3, to be fere, a more ni* 
nocent, thonyn nor a IcC ridiculous notion than one of the 
kind thit loom of the Eailern nations arc poUclfcd with ; who, unon 
the dcirofc of il. . iCmg, put all hb fuite to deaths tha; he may h; 
properly ferved in the next world, a5 Voltaire fays Grand 

wa* in iliis. 

floppfJi 
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{topped, upon different pretences, on the high-way lead- 
ing from Champagne to Burgimdv. This part of ITance 
wS in general motion, the caufe of which could not 
even be gueffed at. . Foreigners through intereft, and 
the natives through curiofity, were loft in conjec- 
tures. Germany was alarmed. The objeft of thefe pre- 
parations and irregular marches was a myftcry to all. 
Never was the fecret of a confpiracy better preferved, 
than was this expedition of Louis XIV. 

At length, on the fecond of February, Louis fet off 
from St. Germain’s, with the young Duke of Enguicn, fon 
to the Great Conde„ and fome of his Court; the other Of- 
ficers were gone to the rendezvous of the troops. He 
made long journies on horleback, till he arrived at Di- 
jon. Twenty thouiand men, aflfemblcd from diiferent 
routes, collefted themfelves together, the fame day, in 
Franche- Comte, at fome leagues ddtance from Befan- 
^on, and the Great Conde appeared at their head ; hav- 
ing for his principal Ideutenant General, Bouteville- 
Montmorency, his friend, become then Duke of Lux- 
embourg, always attached to liim in his good or ill for- 
tune. Luxembourg was the pupil of Conde in the .art 
of war ; and his great merit obliged the King to employ 
him, though he did not love him 

Intrigues of Court were, partly, the motives of th’s 
iinexpedled enterpwdze. The Frince of Conde was jea- 
lous of Turerme’s glory, and Lcuvois of his favour 
with the King. Conde’s fentiment was the emulacion 
oi a hero; Louvois, the envy of a Miniller, The Prince 
being Governor of Burgundy, which coniines upon 
Fransie- Comte, had formed the defign of making lum- 
felt mafter of that Province, in a winter campaign, and. 
in lels time than Turenne had taken, ihe fummer belore, 
for the conqueft of French Flanders. fJe immediately 
communicated hi« projeft to Louvois, who readily con- 


luxembourg was afterwards one of the j^rcate^ Generals of France, 
commanded in the war aganilt the Dutch. He was humn-bav ke 1 ; 
2nd hearing that the Prince of Orange had reflected on that circuin- 
^^2iice, he replied, “ He can fpeak but by guch, for he never faw 
btfCK, though I have often /ecu 

curredj 
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curred, in order to keep Turenne at a diftance, and rcn, 
der him ulelefs, and at the I'amc lime with a view to the 
intereft of his inafter. 

This Province, poor in riches, but fertile in foil, well 
peopled, forty leagues in length, and twenty in breadth, 
bore the title of Franchc or free^ and was really fo in ef- 
fedt-, for the Kings of Spain were rather its protediois, 
than its mailers. Though this country was in the 
government of Flanders, it was but little dependant on 
it. The entire adminiftration was divided and difputcd 
between the Parliament and the Governor of the Pro- 
vince. The people poflefTed great privileges, that 
were always refpedled by the Court of Madrid, widch 
was obliged to temporize with a diftrift jealous of us 
rights, and fo near a neighbour to France. 

"Befan^on * governs itfeif like an Imperial City, and 
no people ever lived under a milder adminillration, or 
were more attached to their Sovereigns. Their ahtc. 
tion to the Floufe of Aufrria was conftant, during two 
generations ^ but this aHedlion was founded in that of 
their liberty. In fliort, Franehe-Comte was happy, tho’ 
poor; but as it was a kind of Republic, \t was not ex- 
empt frem factions; and, notwithilanding what PeliHb:. 
has faid to tlie contrary, force was not the Idle means 
employed upon this occafion. 

Some of the citizens were gairred o^^by prefents and 
promifes, as was allb the Abbot John vVattcville, bro- 
ther to him, wito, by infuliing the French Ambaifado'' 
in London, had caufed, by that outrage, the humilia- 
tion of the brancti of S[).iniih-Au{lria. Tiiis Abbop 
v/ho was formerly an 0/hccr, liien a Carthurian.A4unh, 
afterwards a conliderable time a Mullulman among tlio 
Turks, and at lail anEccleliaftic, was promifed tube made 
Migh'Dean, with the addition of other benclices. Some 
of the Maghlratcs and Officers were purchafed at a Imait 
price; and in Ihorr, the Marquis of Yennc, Goverpor- 
(iencial of the place, became fo traftablc, that he v?as 


• openly 


The capital of Franchr -Comte. 
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openly rewarded after the war with a large penfiOin, and 
the rank of a Lieutenant-General in France. 

As foon as thefe fecrct intrigues were a little advanced, 
they were further fupported by twenty thoufand men. 
Befan^on, the capital of the province, was invefted by 
the Prince of Condc, and Luxembourg marched againft 
Salins*. The next day both Befan^on and Salins fur- 
rendered. Bcian^on afked no other terms of capitula- 
tion, than the prefervation of the fhrine of St. Suaire, 
or the Holy Handkerchief f , molt devoutly worfliipped 
in that city ; which was readily granted. The King ar- 
rived at Dijon. Louvois, who had flown to the frontiers 
todireft all thefe mcafures, haftened to acquaint him that 
thefe two towns had been befieged and had furrendered. 
The King immediately heflened to pay his obeifance to 
Fortune, who favoured him in every thing. 

He laid fiege to Dole in perfon. This place was 
reputed ftrong; and the Count de Moiurevcl com- 
manded there, an Officer of remarkable bravery, and 
who was faithful, through a natural noblcnefs of mind, 
to the Spanilh Government which he hated, and to the 
Parliament that he defpifed. He had not a garrifon of 
more than four hundred foldiers, with the inhabitants, 
and yet he refolved to hold out. The trenches were not 
carried on in form*, for no fooner v/ere they opened, than 
a number of yOAsng volunteers who followed the King, 
puflied forward to attack the counterfearp, and made a 
lodgment there. The Prince of Conde, to whom years and 
experience had given a calmer courage, fupported them 
properly, and fliared the danger, to refeue them from it. 

* Another confidcrable town in Franche-Cemte, fo called from 
the manufadure of falt-wotks carried on ihere, 

t '1 he French word is fuaire, which figniric' a 'Vjltiding-peet, The 
Romilh church has canonized the linen they fuppo fed our Saviour to 
have been buried in. ’But why call it a I apprehend thecuf- 

tom ot burying in linen to be of a later date. That p:ous Church 
has canonized the grave alfo, by the title of SuSrpuIchre. But in this 
they fecm'to have begun at the wrong end of moitahty. Why forget 
the cradle? Metliinks St, Cundr, or St. Cunabuiuf would make as 
good a figure in the Kalendar. 

t One of the towns in Fraai^hc-Conite. 


The 
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The Prince was every where,, with his Ion*, and after the 
aftion, went to give an account of it to the King, like 
an Officer whofe fortune was yet to make. 

The King remained in his quarters, difplaying rather 
the dignity of a Monarch in his Court, than the ardour 
of a General in the field, and which would have been 
perfeftly ufelefs upon this occafion. All the etiquette 
of ^^t Germain’s was obferved here. He had his petit 
(cucher*^ public drawing-rooms, private parties, and a 
hall of audience in his tent *, nor did he in any thing depart 
from the ceremonials of a throne, except in permitting 
his Generals and Aids-de-camp to dine at his table. 1 Ic 
did not manifeft in the fatigues of war that impetuous 
bravery by which Francis I. and Henry IV. had didin- 
guifhed themfelves, v/hole daring fpirit feemed to chal- 
lenge danger. He thought it fuflicicnt not to fear it 
himfelf, and to encourage others to defy it for his kr- 
vice. 

Ke took pofieffion of Dole, after four days fiege, 

^ and twelve days after his fetting out from 
1^668^* Germain’s ; and finally, in lei's than three 
weeks the whole Franche-Comte fubmitted 
to his fovereignty. TheSpanifliCouncil,equallyamazcJ 
and incenfed at the weak defence that had been made, 
wrote to the Governor, that The King of France 
might have fenthis Valet-dc-Chambnc to Iiave taken 
poffeffion of the country in his name, ^d faved him- 
felf the trouble of going in perfon.” 

So much fuccefs, wiili lo much ambition, at length 
xoufed Europe out of its lethargy. The Empire began to 
pucitfelfin motion, and the Emperor to raile tiWrs. 
The Swifs bordering upon Franchc-Comte began to 
tremble for their liberty, which was then their foie trc.i- 
fure. The reft of Flanders was liable to be invaded, ilvt 
approaching fpring. TheDutch, who had always found 
it neceflary to lecure the French as their friends, now 
dreaded their bec^bming their neighbours. Spain had 

t There is no Englilh term for this exprefiion. It means the intrr- 
val between thcKing’i retiring from company, and iiis going to boil. 

then 
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then recourfe to thefe very Hollanders, and was, in fad, 
protefted by that inconfiderable nation, which it had 
formerly looked upon as defpicabie and rebellious. 

Holland was governed by John de Witt, who from 
the age of five-and- twenty had been defied Grand Pen* 
fionary ; a man equally jealous of the freedom of his 
country, and of his own perfonal greatnefs ; conform- 
ing himfelf to the frugality and moderation of his Repu- 
blic, he had but one footman and a fervant-maid, and 
went on foot at the FL^gue, while his name ranked with 
thofe of the moft potent Kings, in all the negociations of 
Europe; a man indefatigable in labour ; "remarkable 
for regularity, wifdom, andinduftry in bulinels •, an ex- 
cellent citizen, a great politician, and, nctwitiiftanding 
all this, extremely unfortunate. 

Fie had cnntrafU\l a rrienuPnin (a rare thing among 
Minifters) with S;r Wiliiam 'Femple, who v/as then the 
Engliili Ambailador at the Hague. Temple was a Phi- 
iofopher, who united letters with bufinels. Fie was a 
good man, notwithftanding tr.e rcpri'ach which Bifliop 
Burnet has objeded to him, of atheifm ; born with t!te 
fpint of a wife republican, loving Elolland as if it had 
been his native land, becaufe it was free; and as tenaci* 
ous of that freedom as the Grand Penfionary himfelf. 
I'hefe two citizens united themfclvcs to the Count dc 
Hhona, AmljaUltdor from Sweden, to oppofc the pro- 
grefs of the King of France. 

IT’S era was marked for rapid events. That part of 
Flanders which is now called FrenchTlardcrs, had been 
taken in three months ; Eranchc-Comte, in three weeks. 
1 ht treaty between Holland; England, and Sweden, to 
preferve the balance of Europe, and to fupprefs the ambi- 
tion cf Louis XIV. was propofed and concluded in five 
days*. The Council of the Emperor Leopold dared 
Hot enter intottiis league. He was bound by the lecret 
treaty which he had entered into with the King of 
France,^ to ftrip the young King of Spain of his domi- 
nions. He fccretly encouraged the union between Eng- 




land, 
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This was called the T ri^lg AllUnctf 
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land, Sweden, and Holland, but ventured not to take 
any open mealbres, 

Louis XIV. was incenfed that fo fmall a flate as Hoi- 
land fhould preiume to form an idea of limiting his 
conquefts, and of becoming the arbiter of Kings ^ and 
the morefb, that it was capable of it. I'his prelumption 
of the United Provinces was an affront which he was ob- 
liged to brook, but for which he, from that time, me- 
ditated vengeance. 

All ambitious, powerful, and irritated as he was, he 
averted the ftorm which was beginning to rile throughout 
all Europe. Hehimfelf propofed a peace. France and 
Spain chofe Aix-la-Chapelle for their place of confer* 
ence, and the new-elefted PopcRofpigliofi, Clement iX. 
for their mediator. 

The Court of Rome, in order to hide its weaknefs tin- 
der an appearance of power, left no means untried to 
gain the honour of being arbitrator between the Crowned 
Heads ; and though Ihe could not obtain it at the treaty 
of the Pyrenees, flie feemed at leaft to have gained it at 
the peace made at Aix-la-Chapelle. A Nuncio was lent 
to the Congrefs to be the jfhadow of arbitration between 
thofe phantoms of Plenipotentiaries. The Dutch, alrea- 
dy jealous of iheir glory, would not divide with any 
other power, that of concluding what they had them- 
felves tjegun. Every thing, in fad, was carried on at 
St. Germain’s, by the Miniltry of their Amfealfador, Van 
Beuning, All that was fecretly agreed to by him, was 
difpatchedto Aix-la-Chapelle, to be figned in due form 
by the Minifters aflembled at the Congrefs, Who would 
have imagined, thirty years before, that Erance^WKl 
Spain fhould be obliged to receive the mediation of a Ci- 
tizen of Holland? 

This Van Beuning, a Burgomafter of Amderdam, 
had the vivacity of a Frenchman, with 

1668^* the pride of a. Spaniard. He was pleafal 
with every opportunity to mortify the impe- 
rious haughtinefs of the King, and always oppofed a re- 
publican inflexibility to that tone of fuperiority which 
the French Minifters affeded to affume. \Vill you 
2 ' not 



THE AGE OF LOUIS XIV. 115 

« not depend on the King’s promile ?” faid Monfieur 
de Lionne to him, in a conference. ‘‘ I know not what 
‘‘ the King may intend,” replied Van Beuning-, I 
“ only confider whac he may do.” 

In fine, at the Court of the proudeft Monarch in the 
world, a fimple Burgomaftcr concluded, by his own au- 
thority, a peace by which the King was obliged to re- 
linqwiih the Province of Franche-Comte. The Dutch 
would rather have chofen that he had refiored Flanders, 
and thereby have rid them of fo dangerous a neighbour •, 
but the reft of Europe thought that he had condefcend- 
ed fufficiently, in furrendering Franche-Comte ; and he 
was contented with keeping poffcHion of the towns of 
Flanders, which left the way open to him into Holland, 
whofe dcftruclion he had determined upon, at the very 
time he was complying with its terms. 

CHAP. X. 

T'he Works and Magnificence of Louis XV/. A fingiilar 
Adventure in Portugal, Caftmir in France. Succour 
given to Candia, Ccn^ueft of Holland, 

L OUIS XIV, being obliged for feme time to remain 
peaceable, continued, as he had begun, to regu- 
late, fortify, and embcllilh his Kingdom. He proved 
that an abfolute Monarch who wifties to do good, may 
attain every thing without difficulty. He had only to 
command, and the fuccefles in the adminiftration were as 
rapid as his conquefts. It was a wonderful thing 
to fee the fea- ports, which were formerly deferted, and 
gone to decay, now furrounded by works, that were 
at once their ornament and their defence, covered with 
fliips and faifors, and already containing near fixty large 
vcffels, ready to be equipped for war. New Colonics 
protefted by the French flag, wd!*e every day embark- 
ing from all quarters, for America, for the Eaft Indies, 
and the coafts of Africa. Nevcrthelefs, in France, and 
under the King’s infpsftion, there were millions ot men 
J 2 employed 
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employed in raifing immenfe edifices, and in all thofe 
arts which architedure has introduced ; while tlioie of a 
more noble and ingenious kind adornetl both the Court 
and City, and conferred upon France both plealiires and 
a luftre furpafTing even the conception of former ages. 
Literature tlourifiied, and good fenl'e and true tafte pe- 
netrated even into the fchools of barbarifm. All thefe 
details of the glory and felicity of the nation (hall find 
their proper place in this hiftory ; but, at prefent, we 
are to fpeak only of general and militar/affairs. 

Portugal at this time furnifhed Europe with an ob- 
jeft of furprize. Don Alphonfo, the unworthy fon of 
' the fortunate 13on John of Braganz.i, reigned there. He 
was violent and weak. His wife, daughter to the Duke 
of Nemours, in love with Don Pedro, brother of Al- 
phonfo, dared to conceive a fcheme for dethroning her 
hufband, and marrying her gallant. His brutality jul- 
tified the bold attempt. He was poffeffed of an un- 
common ftrengtii of body. He had IkkI publickly a 
child by a Courtezan, which he acknowledged for liis 
own; and had befidcs cohabited for a long time with the 
Queen : neverthelcfs fhe accufed him of impotency ; and 
having by her addrefs acquired that authority in the 
Kingeiom which her hufband had loft by his violence, 
file had him clofely confined, and foon after obtained a 
difpenfation from Rome for marrying her .brother-in- 
law. 

It is not fo aftonifhing that Rome fliould have grant- 
ed this indulgence, as it is that perfons fo power- 
ful fhould require it. What Julius li. had without 
difficulty granted to King Henry of England, was 
conceded by Urban VIII. to the wife of a King of Portu- 
gal. Theflighteft endeavour may at one time bring about 
what the utmolt efforts cannot at another time efleft. 
There are always two weights and two meafures for all 
the rights of Kings tind of the people, and thefe two 
meafures were kept at the Vatican ever fince tlx' 
Popes had power to influence the aftairs of Europe. It 
\trould be almoft impoffible to believe that fo many na- 
tions fliould have fuftcred fo itrangc an autliority to fub- 
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fill in the Pontiff of Rome, were we not acquainted with 
the pov/erful effefts of cullom. 

This event, which was a revolution only in the Royal 
Family, and not in the Kingdom, of Portugal, having 
caufed no change in the affairs of Europe,’ merits our 
attention folely from its fingularit^u 

France foon after received a vifit from a King who 
•quitted his Throne in a very different manner. John 
Cafimir, King of Poland, renewed the example which 
Queen Chriftinaihad given. Fatiguetl with the toils of 
government, ana defirous of living happily, he chofe his 
retreat at Paris, in the Abbey of Sc. Germain, of which 
he himfelf was Abbot Paris, become within fome years 
pall the refidence of all the hne arts, formed a delight- 
ful retreat for a King who fought the focial pleafures, 
and who had a tafte for literature. He had been a Je- 
fuit and a Cardinal before he was King *, and being 
-equally difgufted with the royal and the ecclefiaftical 
date, his wilh was to live like a private man, and a 
philofopher •, and he would never fuffer himfelf to be ad- 
4:lreffed at Paris by the title of Miijcjiy. 

But a more intcrelling affair now excited the atten- 
tion of all the Chriftian Princes. 

The Turks, lefs formidable indeed than in the time 
of the Mahomets, the Selims, and the Solimans, but 
dangerous ftill, and the ftronger from our difunion, had 
for two years been laying ficge to Candia with all the 
forces of their empire. It is difficult to fay, whether it 
was moft aftonifliing that the Venetians lliould have 
been able to have made fo long a defence, or that the 
Kings of Europe (hould have abandoned them. 

Times were much altered. Formerly, when Chriften- 
dom was yet in a date of barbarifm, a Pope, or even a 
Monk, could fend forth millions of Chridians to make 
war on the* Mahometans in their own empire. Out 
States exhauded both their men and money in eiulea- 
vouxlng to conquer the wretched lind barren Province ot 
Judea; and now that the Iflc of Cand.a, which wascon- 
lidered. as the bulwark of Chridendom, was over-run 
:I?y fixty thoiifand T.urks, it was looked upon as a loft 
1 3 ^ 
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of no great innportance by the Chriftian Powers. A few 
gallics, fent from Malta and from the Pope, were the 
only fuccours granted to this Republic for its defence 
againft the whole Ottoman Empire. The Senate of Ve- 
nice, whole meafures were as ineffeftual as they were 
prudent, could not, with her mercenary troops and fuch 
weak fupplies, refift the power of the Grand Vizier, 
Kiuperli, who was an able Miniller, a better General, 
rnailcr of the Turkifh Empire, fiipported by a formi- 
dable army, and well provided alio with able engineers. 

The King in vain fee an example to the other Princes 
of Europe, in affifting Candia. His galleys, and the 
fhips newly conftrudled in the port of Toulon, convey- 
ed thither feven thoufand men, commanded by the Duke 
of Beaufort ; an aid, indeed, very inadequate to the dan- 
ger of their fituation, as the generofity of the French 
was not emulated by any of the other States. 

^ La Feuillade, a private French gentleman, 

'"166 ^ * performed an adion, at this crifis, which had no 
example except in the ancient times of Chival- 
ry. He carried near three hundred gentlemen with him 
to the reliei of Candia, at his own expence, although his 
fortune was but moderate. It any other nation had ex- 
erted itfelf for the Venetians in the fame proportion 
with La Feuillade, it is probable that Candia might have 
been faved. But thefc fuccours ferved only to retard its 
fate f(jr a few days, and to caufe a great. deal of blood 
tc be (he d to no purpofe. 1 he Duke of Beaulort periflicd 
in a fally ; and Kiuperli at ler gth by capitulation enter- 
jtrd tlie town, which was then cnly an heap of ruins. 

In this fiege the ^i'urks fhewed great fuperiority over 
the Chriftians, even in the militaiy art. 1 he largeft 
cannon which had ever been feen in Europe were calt 
in their camp. They were the firil th^t formed pa- 
nllel lines in the trenches. It is from them that we 
Jearried this method j ^ut they had firll adopted iefrom 
an Italian engineer. It is certain, that fuch a victorious 
people as the I'urks were, with their experience, 
courage, opulence, and that pcrfeverance in their un- 
dertakings which then formed their diftinguifhing 

gharaftcf, 
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charafter, might have conquered Italy, and taken pof- 
iVffion of Rome, in a very ihort time. But the weak 
Sultans which have fince reigned over them, their bad 
Generals, and the defects in the conftitution of their 
Government, have proved the fecurity of Chriftianity. 

The King, little adci^led with thcfe foreign events, 
waited only for the ripening of his great defign, thecon- 
queft of all the Low Countries, beginning with Holland. 
The opportunity grew every day more favourable. This 
little Republic was very powerful at fea, but had no 
ftrength by land. Allied with England and ^5pain, and 
at peace with France, flie relied with too much confi* 
dencc on the faith of treaties, and the advantages arifing 
from an immenfe commerce. As much as her naval ar- 
mies were well difciplined and invincible, in the fame 
proportion were her land forces irregular and defpicable. 
Their Cavalry was compofed of burghers, who never quit- 
ted their houles, but p-iid forne of the dregs ot the people 
toferve in their ftead. The Infantry w^as equally contemp- 
tible. The OfHcers, and even thofe who had th: command 
of garrifons, were the children, or near relations ofBur- 
gomafters, bred in idlenefs and inexperience, and confi- 
dering their polls as Priefts do their benefices. The Pen- 
fionary John de Witt attempted to reform this abufe, but 
did not exert liimfelf fufficicntly for the purpofe ^ and this 
was one of the great faults of this republican. 

It was firft neceflary to detach England trom 
Holland. This alliance once broken, the de- 
ftruftion of the United Provinces appeared to be inevi- 
table. It was not difficult for Louis XIV. to engage 
Charles II. in his defigns. The Englilh Monarch was 
indeed quite infenfible to the difgrace thrown upon his 
reign and his nation, when his Ihips were burnt even in 
the river Thames by the Dutch fiect. He neither me- 
dicated revenue norconqueft. He wiffiedto iive only for 
his plealures, and to reign without controuL Whatever 
Qould conduce towards thefe pui^ofes, was his price. 
Louis, who at that time had but to fpeak to be fappll- 
cd vyith money, promijed a confiderable luni to Charlec, 

* I 4 v/ho 
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g ^ who had not the power to raife any withopi the 
confent of his Parliament. This fecrct leagiu 
between the two Kings was confided to no pcrlbn in 
Francej except Madame, fiftcr to Charles H. and wife to 
Monfieur, the King’s only brother, to L.ouvois,^ and to 
Tnrenne. 

A Princefs of twenty-fix years of age was chofen 
the Plenipotentiary to conclude this treaty with King 
Charles. Louis propofed vifiting his new coiiquefb, 
of Lille and Dunkirk, which ferved as a pretence for 
Mndame’s journey to England. The pomp and gran- 
deur of the ancient Kings of Afia equalled not the 
fplcndour which attended this expedition. Idie King 
was preceded, or followed, by thirty thoufand men ; 
fome defigned to reinforce thegarrifons of the conquered 
countries, others to be employed on the fortificaiion.s, 
and the reft to level the' roads. Louis was accom- 
panied by the Queen his confort, all the Princefles, and 
the moft beautiful Ladies of his Court. Madame ap- 
peared in the midft of them with diftinguilhed luilre ; 
arid in her heart enjoyed the iatisfaftion and glory of 
this vaft parade, under which the motive of her journey was 
concealed. It was one continued feene of feftivity 
from St. Germain’s to Lifle. 

The King, who wifned to gain the hearts of his new 
fubjedls, and to dazzle the eyes of the neighbouring 
Princes, difftifed his liberalities, whcre-cver he went, 
with a profufe hand *, both gold and jewels were laviflicd 
tipon every one who had the lead pretence for being 
admitted to his prefence. The Princefs Henrietta em- 
barked at Calais, to go and meet her brother, who 
waited her arrival at Canterbury. Charles, fedured b) 
his love for his filler, and by the bribes of France, 
figned every thing that Louis XIV. defired, and planned 
deftrudion of Holland in the midft of mirth and 
hearting. 

The lofs of Madafiie who immediately on her re- 
turn died in a fudden and fliocking manner, occafioned 

* The Cutchefs of Orleans, immediately after her rcturiy 
France, was, in confct^Uencc of -drifikinr; a o!ar5 of i'uCLOry waiter, b'/ 
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■jufpicions to be thrown out againft Monfieur, but did 
not in the leaft change tiie fefolutions of the two Kings. 
The fpqiis of the Republic which they purpofed to de- 
^roy, weie already divided in the fccret treaty between 
them, as the French had before divided Flanders with 
the Dutch, in 1635. Thus do States frequently 
change their views, their allies, and their enemies, and 
arc as frequently difappointed in all their projefts. 

The report of this approaching enterprize began to 
fpread abroad, but Europe liftened 'to it in filence. 
The Emperor, fully employed by the feditions in Hun- 
gary, Sweden lulled by negociations, and Spain ever 
weak, ever flow, and irrefolute, left a free and open 
field to the afpiring ambition of Louis XIV. 

To compleat the ruin of Holland, it was at that 
time divided into two faftions ; the one, a partv of fevere 
Republicans, who confidered the lead ihadow'of defpo- 
tic authority as a monder dedrudive to the laws of 
humanity ; the other, a fett of moderate Republicans, 
who wilhed to inved the young Prince of Orange, after- 
y/ards the celebrated William III. with all the offices of 
his ancedors. The Grand Penfionary, John de Witt, 
and Cornelius, his brother, were at the head of the 
rigid fupporters of Liberty ; but the young Prince’s 
party began to prevail; and the Republic, by paying 
more attention to its domedic didurbances than to the 
, danger which threatened it from abroad, contributed 
lierfelfto her own ruin. 

An extraordinary change of manners, which has 
taken place among the Chridian States for more than 
|cven hundred years pad, permitted Prieds to be 
temporal lords and warriours, Louis kept the Arch- 
biffiop oi: Cologne, Maximilian of Bavaria, and the 
noted Van Gale, Biffiop of Miinder and Abbe of 
Corbie, in pay, h hedid the King of England, CharlesII. 

lier phyfician’s rfuedlion, feizccl with rackinp^pains in her bowels, of 
'’^hich file died. ' 

Ibppolcd to have fallen a facrificc to the jealoufy of her 
- u band, who was ofiended a< the too great Intimacy that fubfiiied 
^e^'>veen her and his brother Louis XIV. Tr.vifimr, 

\ 
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He had formerly afTiftcd the Dutch againft this 
Bilhop, and now bribed him to crufli them. This 
was a man of a fingular charaftcr, which Hiftory 
Ihould not negleft to make known. The fon of a mur- 
derer, and born in the prifon where his father had been 
confined forfcpricen years, he rofe to be Bidiop of 
Mqnrter by intrigues which were favoured by Fortune 
He was fcarcely eleded Biihop, when he tried to ilrip the 
city of its privileges i and meeting with rcfiliance, be, 
Beged it, laying wafte the country with fire and flaiightcr 
which had chofen him for its Paftor. In the lame man. 
ner did he treat his Abbey of Corbie. He was coiili- 
dered as a mercenary bravo, who would fbiiieiinKs 
receive money from Holland to make war with her 
neighbours, and Ibmetimes Ironj France to acl againft 
thot Republic. 

Sweden did not attack the United Provinces, hut 
abandoned tJicm as loon as Ihe faw the threatening ruin j 
and renewed her treaties with France, on the condition 
of her former lubfiJies. In fliort, every thing conjjdrcd 
10 the dcflnidion of Holland. 

It is fingular, and wmrthy to be oblerved, that of all 
the enemies who combined to fink this little State, not 
one of them could alledgc the lead pretence for war. 
It w'as an undertaking fimilar to the , league between 
i.ouisXlI. the Fmperor Maximilian, and the King ot 
Spain, who had formerly combined together to delboy 
the Republic of Venice, becaufe it was rich and proud. 

i’he States General in the greateft confternation wrote 
to the King to enquire of him, in the humblcll terms, 
if the preparations he was making were intended againft 
iheni, his old and faithful allies? how they had ofrendetl 
him ? and what reparation he demanded ? To which 
he replied, “ That he Ihould make that ufc of h^s 
“ troops which his dignity required, and for which he 
was not accoLip.rable to any one.” His Minilhrs 
could give no other reafon than that ihe Holland Gazette 
had been too infolent, and that Van Beuning was la'd w 
have had a ? 4 edal (truck, iniurioiis to the hciwur or 

f.ouis xiy. 
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A taflc for devices was then iiniverfal in France. 
They had given to Louis XIV. one of the Sun, with 
thefe words, Nec plurihm impar It was reported that 
Van Beuning had had himfelf reprefented with a Sun, 
and thefe words for his motto : In covjpeliii meo ftetit 
Soh, ‘‘ At my prefence the Sun ftood llillf.” This 
Medal never exifted. It is certain that the States 
General caufed one to beftruck, whereon they exprelfed 
all the glorious deeds of the Republic ; AJfertis k^ibus^ 
emendatis facris, adjutis, defenfis^ conciliates regihtis^ vin- 
dicata marhim libertateJloMila orbis Kurop^s qiiiete. ‘‘ The 
“ laws afferted, Religion amended, Kings luccoiired, de- 
“ fended, and reconciled, the freedom of the feas vindi- 
“ cated, and Europe reftored to peace.’’ T hey in reality 
boafted of nothing more than they had aftually done, 
yet they ordered the dye of this Medal to be broken, to 
appeafe the refentment of Louis XIV. 

The King of England, on his part, complained that 
their fleet had not flruck or lowered theii flag to an En- 
glifli boat; and charged them, befides, with a certain 
picture, in which Cornelius de Witt, brother to the Pen- 
fionary, w'as painted with all the emblems of a conqueror. 
There were Ihips reprefented as taken and burnt, m the 
back-ground of the piflure. Cornchus de Witt, 
who, in fact, had a conflderable (hare in the maritime ex- 
ploits againft England, had, indeed, permitted this trifling 
monument to be railed to his fame ; but this picture, 
almoft unknown, was hung in a private room v^dlere 
it, was fcarcely ever feen, 

* Not unequal to many. 

t It is true that a medal was afterwards ftruck, in Holland, which 
was thought to be that of Van Beuumg; but it ha.l no date. It rc- 
prefents a battle, with the Suit darting its rays upon the combatants, 
with this motto, Stetit Sol m mrdio C^eli, This medal, wh>ch was coined 
at the expence of fome private perfons was not ilruck hill after the 
battle of Hochftet, m 1704, and was occafioned by tltefe t\yo lines, 
which \yere then current ; * 

Alur in egrtixo nuper certamine Jr^jua 
Clama^it^ Sol JlagallUey fol^ue Jlttii, 

\ an Bfitning was not narned Jo/hua, but Conrad, Vdiaire. 

The 
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The Englifh Minifters, who tranfmitted in writing the 
refentments of their King againft Holland, therein jpeci, 
fied certain abiifive piclures. The Dutch, who always 
tranflaced the memorials of foreign Minillers into French 
having conilriied the word ahiifive into the French words 
fautifs^ trcv:peurs^ or lyings replied, that they did 
iiot know what was meant by thefc lying pitlures. And 
indeed they never once conceived that it related to the 
above-mentioned circumftance, and therefore could not 
dilcover any manner of pretence for the w^ar. 

All that the eilbrts of ambition and human forefiglir 
coukl devife tor the dellruclion ot a nation, was put in 
practice by Louis XIV. The hiflory of mankind fcarcely 
furniflies us vdeh an infeanee of ftich formidable ptcj)a- 
-rations being made for lb Imall an expedition. Of all 
the different conquerors who have invaded any part of 
the world, not one ever began the career of conquek 
with fo many regular troops, and fo much money, as 
Louis employed in fubduing the petty State of the 
Ujiited Provinces. No lefs than fifty millions, which 
were worth ninety-feven millions of our prefent cur- 
rency, were expended in thefe pompous preparations. 
Thirty men of war, of fifty guns each, joined the En- 
glilk fleet, confifting of an hundred fail. The King, 
iKcompanied by his brother, marched at the head of 
one hundred and twelve thoufand men towards Maef- 
tricht and Charleroi, on the frontiers of Spanifh Flan- 
ders and Holland. The Bifhop of Munfter and the 
Eledlor of Cologne Fad about twenty thoufand more. 
The Prince of Conde and Marflial 'I'urcnne were the 
Generals of the King’s army, and the Duke of Lux- 
embourg commanded under them. Vauban had the 
direction of the fieges. Louvois was prefent in all 
places, with his ufual vigilance. 

Never was there fo magnificent an* army, and at the 
fame tiaac fo wx]l difemlined *, but the King’s houfliolcj 
:troops, which were newly reformed, made a moft glo- 
rious appearance. They.confiftedbf four companies of 
gardes dii lOips^ or body guards, each compofed of three 
Jrundred gentlemen, among wiiom there ,w;ere i confi- 

derabk 
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r]<T?.hIe number of young cadets, who ferved without 
pixy, hut were equally fubject to military difeipline. with 
the rert *, two hundred gendarmes of the guard • two hun- 
dred light-horfe ; five hundred moufquetaires ; all chofen 
gentlemen, remarkable for their youth and handfome ap- 
pearance ; twelve companies of gendarmerie, fince aug- 
mented to the number of fixteen ; even the Hundred- 
Swifs regiment accompanied the King on this occafion, 
and tlie royal regiment of French and Swifs guards 
mounted before the houfe or the teftt he occupied. Thefc 
troops, the greater part covered with gold and filver, 
were at once the objecl of terror and admiration to a 
people who were Grangers to ail kind of magnificence ; 
and the exadt difeipline which was kept up in his an:py, 
made it appear in a different light to any that had yet 
been fecn. 

There w^ere at t!iat time no infpeftors of the horfc 
and foot, as there have been fince ; but Lhefe offices 
were then performed by two men who were fingular in 
their way. Martinet put the infantry upon the foothig 
of the difeipline in which we now fee it ; and the Cheva"- 
licrdc Fouriiles did the fame withthe cavalry. Martinet 
had, a year before, introduced the uie of the bayonet in 
Ibnie regiments : before him, it had never been made ufe 
of in a conftant or uniform manner. I'his lail effort, of 
v/hat perhaps is the mofl: terrible of the whole military 
art, was already known, but had been little pradifed, 
hecaufe fpears weie flill much in ufe. This fame officer 
hkewife invented copper boats for bridges, which might 
eafily be tranfporred in waggons, or on the backs of 
niules. The King, fecure of fuccels and glory from all 
thelc advantages, carried along with him an Hifforian to 
write his conquclh. This was Pelilfon, of whom men- 
tion has been made, in the article of Polite Arts; a per- 
ion more capable of writing weiJ^ than of avoiding 
flattery. 

What advanced the ruin of Hollancf fill more, was, 
that the Marquis de Louvois had fecredy employed tho 

* Hcyce all dirciplinatians have bem tiiltinguiflied bribe 
»amc of Martinets^ TnuijUuor, 

Count 
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Count dc Benthem to piirchafe from themfclves a great 
part ofrhoaminun tiondtfigned for their own dtftruftion, 
and by this means had disfurniflicd their magazines. It 
is not in the leait furprifmg that their merchants flioiild 
have lold thcfe military llores before a declaration of war, 
when they Itll them eve>y day to their enemies, during 
the meft defperate conteils. ’ ] is known to every one 
that a merchant of that country formerly replied to 
Prince Maurice, who reprehended him for iuch a traffic, 

My L.ord, if I could by fea carry on an advantageous 
trade with Hell, I would run the hazard of Icorching 
my lails there.” But what is really furprifing is, that 
they have afferted in print that the M.u'quis dc Louvois 
went himfelf in difguife, to ranfadt this bufincfs in Hol- 
land. I'iow could any one invent a flory fo ablurd, or 
imagine an attempt fo hazardous and fo unncceflary 
too ^ 

Againft Condc, Turenne, Luxembourg, Vauban, an 
army oi' one hundred and thirty thoufand men, a power- 
ful train of artillery, and immenfe lums ot money to 
bribe the fidelity of thofe wha commanded garrifon- 
towns, what had the Republic of Holland to oppofe? 
A young Prince of a weakly conftitution, who had never 
feen a battle or a liege, and about twenty*five thoufand 
bad foldicrs, which were all the Ifrength of the country. 
William, Prince of Orange, who was about twenty-two 
years old, had lately been elefted Captain- General of 
the land-forces, by the voice of the nation. John dc 
Witt, the Great Penfionary, was obliged to confent to 
it. This Prince, under the Dutch piilegm nouriflied 
an ardent ambition of glory, which ever afterwards 
manifelled itfelf in liis condud, without ever betraying 
itfelf in his difeourfe. He was of a cold and fevere 
difpofition, but of an aftive and penetrating genius. 
His courage, which never defponded, fupported his 
feeble and languid body under fatigues which feeined 
above his llrcngih. lie was valiant without oftenta- 
tion, ambitious tho’ an enemy to pomp, and endowed 
by nature with a phlegmatic obftinacy formed for com- 
bating adverfity. He deliglited in war and politics, and 

was 
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vviis equally a flranger to the joys of fociety, or the plc;:- 
juiTS attendant upon greatncis ; in a word, he was tn 
almoll every relpedt the reverfe of l.,ouis XIV. 

He was unable at firit to make head againii the tor- 
rent which ovcrilowed his country. Mis forces were 
inconfiderable, and even his authority was greatly iimiRd 
by the States. The whole powder ot Fi'anee wa^ read/ 
to fall upon Holland, which had no refuurces. 'Mic im- 
pruck'nt Duke of Lorraine, who endeavoured to railc 
troops in order to join his fortune with that oh the 
Rcjuiblic, had lull; beheld his country feized upon by 
the Fiench troops with as much hicility as they can 
polTefs themfelves of Avignon, on any quarrel with tire 
papal ice. 

in the mean time the King caiifed his armies to vjU 
vance, on the fide of the Rhine, into thole C(vonirRs 
which border upon HoUand, Cologne, and bl.imiors. 
He ordered money to be dillribiued among the iniiahi- 
tants of all the villages, to compenfate for the damages 
occahoned by the march of his troops throu-h them, 
if any gentleman made the leall complaint to him, he 
was liire of being difmiffed with a prefenc, i\n Knvoy 
being lent from the Governor of the Netherlands to 
make a reprefentation of fome difortlcrs committed by 
the .wldiers, the King with his own hand prefented him 
with ills pidure, richly 'fet in diamonds, and valued at 
above twelve thouland franks. This behaviour attraded 
the admiration of the people, and augmented their le- 
rj)ed for his power. 

'ri.e King was at the head of his houlhold, and a 
body of Ids choicelt troops, which amounted to thirty 
tiiouLind men. Turenne had the command urul-r him. 
The Prince of Conde was likevvile at the head of as 
krong an army. 'I'he other corps, commanded alter- 
nately ny Luxombourg and Cliamilli, formed occa- 
lionaily f parate armies, which could ail join one another 
in cale of necedity. '• 

I'he campaign was opened by the fiegc of four towns 
nt oime, Rhinberg, Orloi, Wcfel, and Burick * names 
'vhick merit a place in hUtory only on account of this 

event. 
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event. Thefc were all taken, almoft as foon as they' 
were in veiled, Rhinbcrg, which the King thought pro- 
per to befiegc In peribn, did not v/ait the difeharge of a 
lingle cannon ; and, in order to make more fure of its 
reduftion, means had been found to corrupt the Lieute- 
nant of the garrifon, one Dolieri, an Irifjrnan, who, 
after having been bafe enough to fell his trull, was fo 
imprudent as to retire to Maeftricht, where the Prince 
of Oiange punifl'icd his treachery with death. 

All the ftrong holds upon the Rhine and the Ifild fur- 
rendered. Some of the Governors lent the keys of their 
towns as foon as tliey pciccived one or two fquadrons of 
the French appear in ligh.r. Several Oiiicers lied from 
the places wlieie tliey were in garnfon, even bclore the 
enemy had entered their terrilories j in fliort, the con- 
llernation was general. IFe Prince of Orange had not 
a llillicieiit loice to take the fiOd. All 1 Holland pre- 
pared to lulimir to the yoke, as foon as the Ling Ihoiild 
crofs tlicRlui'.e. The Prince or Orange caiifcd lines to 
be drawn, with the utmoll hade, on the other fide the 
river and even after he had flone this, he was lenfible 
how impofiible it was for him to defend them. Nothing 
now remained but to difeover, if p.oliible, in what part 
the French intended to throw over a bridge, in order to 
oppofe their palfagc. In fad, it was the King’s intention 
to pafs the r'vei on a bfuige of thofe little copper boats 
contrived hy iMartinct, At that time the Prince of 
Condc had received information from fome of tiie coun- 
try-people, that tijedrynels (T the ieafon had formed a 
ford on a blanch ol the Rhine, near an old caflle, which 
feived as an office Im i.hc tolFgatlierers, and was called 
Toll or, the Ikhl-lioufe. 'The King oidcred this fold 
to beiounded by ilje Count de Guiche. According to 
Pclilfon, v/ho was an eyewvitncfs to the whole, and 
which was lince conhrmed to me by hlie inhabitants, 
there was not above twenty paces to Iwim over, in the 
midh Ol til s arm of tiic river. I'his waas in fad no- 
thing, for a number of holies a-breall entirely broke the 
cunent of liic wMter, which was ol itfelf very weak, 
'i he lantliiig on the oppofitc fide w'as veryeaiy, ^as it 
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was defenckd only by four or five hundred horfemen, 
and tw'o weak regiments of foot, without any cannon. 
The French artillery played upon thofe in flank, while 
the houlliold troops, and fomc of the beft of ihe ca- 
valry, eroded the river without any hazard, to the num- 
ber of fifteen thoufand men. 

The Prince of Conde croffed at the fime time, in one 
of tlie copper boats. Some few Dutch Officers, who at 
iirft made a fiiow of advancing into the water in order 
to oppofe their landing, betook themfelves to fiighl the 
inllant the French troops drew near the fnorc, unable to 
Hand before the multitude which came pouring upon 
them. The foot immediately laid down their arms, and 
called for quarter. ITds palfage was effeded with the 
lols only of Count Nugent, and a few horlcmen, who 
were drowiud by miffing the ford*, and there 
would not liave been a lingle Hie lofl that day, 
had it not been for the imprudence of the 
young Duke of Longucville, who being, as it is faid, 
overheatetl with ^Yine, fired his piftol ar fome ot the 
enemy’s people, who had laid down their arms and were 
begging their lives, crying out, Give the fcoundrels 

no quarter f ’ and drawing his trigger, fiiot an Officer 
dead. Upon this the Dutcii infantry, in a fit of defpair, 
iniLantly flew to their arms and made a general difeharge, 
by which the Duke of Longucville himfelf was killed. 
A Captain of their horfe, named Offembrouk, who had 
not fled witli the red, rode up to the Prince of Conde, 
who was juft got on ftioie, and going to mount his 
iiOrfe, and aimed his piftol at fiis liead. 1 he Prince 
turned the v/capon afide with his lumd, and received 
only a wound in his wnft, which w.is the only (me he 
ever mceived in all iiis c.impaigns. The French imnn^- 
diately fell Tword in hand upon this imall body, wluch 
began to fly on all fi cs. In ihc mean time the King 
crofted the iivcr with the reft of the army, on a bridge 
of boats. 

Such was the paftdge of the Rhine ; an aftion which 
made a great noifc, wufs fingui.tr in its kind, and was 
celebrated at that time as one of iholc great events 

VoL. F K which 
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whieh ou^'ht to remain in the memory of mankind. The 
air of gtcatnefs uith which the King |X'riormcd all h\s 
aflions, the rapid fiiccefs of his victories, the glory of 
liisS I'eign, tlie adulation of his courtiers, and, lallly, 
the fondneis which the common people, etpecially 
ihcfe of Paris, have in general for every thing that ap- 
pears c::traordinarv, joined to that ignorarce of military 
operations, vddeh picvails among thoje who pafs a life 
of idkncls in gieat cities, made this palTage of the 
Khine be looked upon as a prodigy, which isildlfpoken 
of with admiration. It v/as the common opinion, tba't 
the wdiole aimy had fwam acrofsthe river in prefence of 
the enemy entrenched on the oppofite fide, and in de- 
fiance of the fire from an impregnable fortrefs called 
the 7cl' fJuis. It is a certain truth, that the enemy them- 
fcives were taken by furprize, in this nflair; and that if 
ti’.ey had had a body of good troops on the other fide of 
the liver, the attempt would have been extremely dan- 
gerous. 

As foon as the French army liad palTed the Rhine, it 
took Doclbourg-, Zutphen, Arnhcim, Nofemburg, 
Nimeguen, Shenk, Bommel, Crevccoeur, &c. and tliero 
was kaiTcly an hour in the day in which the King did 
not 1 eceive the news of fome frelli conqueft. An Officer, 
named Mazel, Tent Monfieurde 1 iirenne word, “ 'Hiat 
“ if he would fend liirn fifty horfe, he would engage to 
“ make liimfelf rnafler of two or three places.’^ 

The inhabitants of Utrecht fent tlickeys of their city 
to the conqueror, and it capitulated, together with the 
whole province which bears its name. Louis 
made his entry into this city in triumph, ac- 
companied by his High-almoner, his Confefior, 
and the titular Bilkop of Utrecht. The high church 
WH" with great folemnity delivered up to the Catholics 
and the Bilhop of Utrecht, who had hitherto only held 
title, Wc?5 now for a little time put into pof- 
feilion oi the real dignity. The leligion of Louis XIV. 
conquered, as well as liis arms. It was a right which he 
had acquitai over Huiland, in the opinion of the Ca- 
tholics. 
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The Provinces of Utrechr, CverylTcl, and Gueldres, 
v/ere reduced, and Amflcrdum only waited the hour of 
its flavery or deiiriielion. The Jews who arc fettled 
there made interell with Gourviile, the Prince of Conde*s 
confident, and chief manager of his affairs, to accept 
of two millions of florins, to fave them from being 
plundereti. 

Nacrden, which is in the neighbourhood of Amfter- 
dam, was already taken. Four horlemen, who were 
on a marauding parry, advanced to the very gates of 
Muyden, which is not above a milefrom Amderdam,anc! 
wheie the fluices are fixed by which the country may be 
laid under water. The magiflrates, llruck with a panic 
at the figiit of thefe four foldiers, came out and offered 
them the keys of the town ; but at length perceiving 
that no other troops Came up, they took back the keys 
and (hut the gates again A moment's diligence more 
would have put Amfterdam into the King’s hands. 
This capital once taken, not only the Republic itfelf 
mull have fallen, but there would no longer have been 
fuch a Republic as Holland, and even the country itfelf 
would have been annihilated. 

Some of the richeft families, and thofe who were moll 
zealous lovers of liberty, were preparing to fly to the 
extremity of the globe, and embark for Batavia. There 
was adlually a lilt made out of the fliipping fit for un- 
ilcrtaking this voyage, and a calculation of the numbers 
they would carry ; when it was found, that fifty thou- 
faiid families might be thus tranfported into their new 
country. Holland then wmuld have exifted only in the 
farther end of the Eaft-lndies : its provinces in Europe^ 
which purchafe their corn with the riches they import 
from Afia, and which fubfift wholly upon their com- 
merce, and their liberty, if I may ufe that exprefllon, 
would have been almofb in an inltapc depopulated and 
ruined. Amlterdam, the mart and warchoufe of Eu- 
rope, where three hundred thoufand perfons are daily 

* THc callle or citadel of ^fuyden was preferved by a female fer- 
vane, who raifed up the diaw-bridge, and fo prevented the french 
firagglers from taking poffeiiion of it. 
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employed in cultivating arts and trade, would have 
become one vail marfli. All the lands round about re- 
quire an immenle cxpence, and thoufands of men to 
raife their dykes ; thole would, in all probability, have 
been llripped at once of their inhabitants and riches, 
and at length buried in the fea, leaving to Louis XIV. 
only the deplorable glory of having deliroyed the moil; 
fingular and moll beautiful monument of human in- 
dull ly in the world. 

Tlie dillrelfes of the State were Hill farther encreafed 
by the divifions which commonly arife among unfortu- 
nate people, who impute to each other the public ca- 
lamities. The Grand Vcnfionary, De Witt, thought there 
was no other way left to fave vHiat remained of his 
wretched country, but by filing to the vidors for peace. 
Full of a republican fpirit, and jealous of his perfonai 
authority, he ever dreaded the aggrandizement of the 
Houfe of Orange, Hill more even than the conquefts of 
the French King. On this account he had obliged the 
Prince of Orange himfeif to fwear to the obfervance of 
a perpetual edid, by which he was excluded from the 
Stadtholderfliip. Honour, authority, party-fpirir, and 
felf-intereft, all concurred to make De Witt a Hrenuous 
aifertor of this oath ; preferring rather to fee his country 
fubdued by a vidorious King, than under fubjedion to 
a Stadtholder. 

The Prince of Orange, on his fide, more ambitious 
than De Witt, but as much attached to his country, more 
patient under public calamities, and hoping every thing 
from time and his own unfliaken conltancy, tried all 
means to obtain the StadtholdcrHiip, and oppofed a 
peace with equal vehemence. The States, however, 
came to a refoiution to fue for It, in fpite of the Prince; 
but he was raifed to the Stadtholderfliip, in fpite of 
De Witt ^ 

Four Deputies arrived in the King’s camp, to implore 
mercy in the name of a Republic, who fix 
months before looked upon it-felf as the 

* He was made Stadtholder the firlt of July. How could La 
Be.iuinelle pretend to H)’, in his furrepti lions Edition of the Age of 
J.ouis XiV. that he was only appointed General and Admiral ? 
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arbiter of Kings. Louis’s Minifters did not receive the 
Deoiities with that French politentfs, which blends the 
mikincfs of civility with the feverity of government, 
Louvois, who was of an haughty and arrogant difpofi- 
tion, and Teemed better fuited to ferve his mailer well, 
than to make him beloved, received the fuppliants in a 
(liTdainfjl manner, and even with infulting raillery. 
They were obliged to attend, feveral times, before the 
King woidd tieign to make his j)leafure known to them. 
At length they were told, that his Majefly expeded the 
Statc.s-Generai fiaouldgive up ail the places they were in 
pcdichion of on the other fide of the Rhine, with Nb 
megticn, and feveral other towns and forts in the heart 
of their country •, that they lliould pay him twenty mil- 
lions of livres ; that llic French Ihould be mailers of 
trarif])oriing inercliandi/e on all the principal roads in 
MollanJ, both by land and water, without ever paying 
any duty ; that the Roman-Catholic religion flaould be 
every where ellabliOied ; that the Republic fhould fend 
an extraoi dinary embaffy to the French Court every 
Year, together with a golden medal, on which Ihould be 
engraved a legend, importing that they held their freedom 
ot Louis XIV.- laRly, that they fliould make fatisfa^bon 
to the King of England, and the Princes of the Em- 
pire, the Fdee^lor of Cologne and the Bilhop of Mun- 
Her, who had joined in the defolation of their country. 

A ])eace on thefe conditions, which were litiie better 
than articles of flavery, appeared infupportabie. The 
haughtinefs of the conqueror infpired the vanquillied 
with a defperate courage, and it was unanimoully re- 
folved to die fword in hand. The hearts and hopes of 
every one were now fixed upon the Prince of Orange. 
The populace grew furious againft the Grand Penfionary, 
wiio had fued for peace. The Prince by his politics, 
and his party by their animofity, mcreafed the ferment. 
An attempt was made upon the Grand Pcnfionary’s life j 
and afterwards his brother Cor/iclius was aceufed of 4 
defign to murder the Brince, and vvas put to the rack. 
In the midll oi his tortures he repeated the beginning 
.of this Ode of Horace, JuJium iij tmean fropo/ilt d- 
K 3 jViO, 
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rum ocC. which perfeftly well fuited with his conditio:;! 
and courage, and which may be thus tranilaied, for the 
fake ot thoic v\ ho do not underftand Latin : 

The man rcfoli^ed, and /^eady to his trail. 

Inflexible to ill and obflinately juft, 

May the mde rabble’^ inlblence uefpife. 

The r lenielefl clamours, andiun ultuoas cries j 
'riie tyiant s fierccncls he beguiles, 

And the jUrn biow, and the harfli voice defies, 

/\nd with iapenor grcarnef> frniles. 

Kot the jough wh rlwind that deforms 
Adria s black gulf, au') vexe-- it with forms. 

The fluhburn vntue ot ho Ihul can move; 

Is or 'the red arm of ar,g y Jovc, 

I'hat drifts the tlinncier from the fky, 

A' d gives It rage to roar, and ftiength to fly. 

Should the uhole frame of Nature round him break, 
in ruin and confufion hurled. 

He unconcerned would heart'^e mighty cra<;k. 

And Hand fecuie amidft a falling world f. 


At length the two brothers were luafnicred at th,c 
Hague, by the mad multitude, after one of 

16^72!°' governed the State above nineteen 

years with the moft imlpotted integrity, and 
the other had defended it by his fword, 1 he mod: 
ihocking cruelties which could enter into the imagina- 
tion of a furious populace, were e^cercifed upon their 
dead bodies, I’heie barbarities are common in all 
nations-, the French thcmfelYes had exerciied them upon 
the Marfbal cl’Ancrc, Admiral Coligni, c<:e. for the 
populace is almofl every where the fame. They wreaked 
their vengeance upon all the Penfionary’s friends : even 
De., Kuyrer himlelf, the Republic’s Admiral, and who 
was the only one who fought her battjes with fuccels, 
had his houle furrounded by a/Taflana at Amfterdam. 

In the midit of thefe cliforders and delblations, the 
Magiltrates gave an example of integrity rarely met 

^ Ode in. lib. m. 

t 'The Ode extends to flxty four lines farlher; but this is full as 
jTUiclj us a man cau be fuppofed to have repeated, on iJie ruck. 
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with but in Republics Tliofe private pcrfons who 
were poireilccl oi’ Bank-notes, ran in crouds to the Bank 
of Andlerdam, apprehending that (he public Rock had 
beeea broken in upon, and every one was for being paid 
with the little money fuppofed to be left. The iVia- 
g[ii rates immediately ordered the vaults to be opened, 
where tlfis treafure is kept, when it wms found entire, 
as it had been depofited there above fixty years pall. 
'] he money was Hill black and difcoloured with the 
lire vyiiich had burnt down the town-houfe, fevcral years 
before. I'he Bank-notes had been negociated till that 
time, and the money had never been touched: every 
<mc was then paid in calh, v/ho chofc to receive it. So 
much integrity, and fo powerful a rciource, was at that 
lime the more admirable, as Charles IL o': England, 
not fitisiieel with the money he had received f'-om hrance, 
and vv.uiting a farther fupnly to cany on liis war againd 
the Dutch, and nnfwer the expence or his pleaiures, had 
lately become bankrupt. If it was Ihameful in this 
Monarch thus to violate public taiih, it was the more 
glorious in the Magillrates of Amllerdam to prefer ve it, 
at a time when they might have had a plaufible excufe 
/or a tuilure. 

'I'o this icpublican virtue they added that courageous 
fpirit, which hasrecouife to the utmoll extremities in 
irrenwdiabie evils. Tiicy ordered the dykes which keep 
out tiiC lea to be thrown down, d’he coiinn-y-fcats, 
^vh:cil are in prodigious numbers about Amllerdam, the 
villages, aiid the neighbouring cities of Leyden and 
Deltr, were in an inllant laid under water. The pcafant 
beheld his flocks drowned in the paflures, without on^e 
mu! muring. Amllerdam Hood like a vail fortrefs in the 
rmdll ol the waves, encircled by (hips of war, which 
had water enough to ride all round the city. The peo- 
ple luflered great want; they were in particular dillreflcd 
ior trefn water, which fold for fix Ibus the pint; but 
tliele extremities feemed Icfs grievous than flavery. Ic 

* Why To partial to Repa olics ? Is there neither honour or honclly 
in Monaichieb? This compiWncnt was written, probably, for the inori- 
tiiau of Gcaeva. 
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is worthy of obfTvation, that Holland, thus diflrcflcd 
by land, and no longer a State, Hill retained its power 
at fea, wri/h was diis natioir’s true cleracnt. 

When f .ouis X'tV. was crofTing ihc Rhine, and re- 
duci'ig :hree p’'^ vinres, the j3nteh Admiral, Dc Ruyter, 
with an hundred hail of men of war, and ab<)iit (ifty 
fiie-iliips failed for the Engldh co ilf, m qiicH ot the 
combined II <’ts cf the two fovercigii^ • who, notwith- 
llanding liny ’nad their forces by fea, were not 

able to fif oisi a naval armament fuperior to that of the 
Dutch. 1 he I'nyliHi and Durch imught like people 
accufiomcd 10 dhput- the empire of ihc fea with cae'h 
ether. r ivc-. wlu'di was fought near 

bed cl MV, a v.'hole day. Ruyter, who 

^ ‘ rnach' th;- dgnrd for b-rginninr the engagement, 
attacked flic Jdnglifh Admiral's ihip, in which was the 
Duke of Yuik, the King’s kroihe:'. 1Y‘ Ruyter gained 
all the glory of tins nnglc cornf-at ^ ^ tiie Duke ot York 
was obliged to go (^n boaul another lhi[), and never 
faced the Dutcli Admiral afici wards. The French 
fquadron, confuting of thirty Hups, had little fliare in 
tills aftion ; and fo decitive was the fortune ot this day, 
that it pur the covft of flolland out of danger. 

After this battle, Dc RiiUer, iiutwitlrhanding the 
fears and oppofition of h’s countrymen, convoyed the 
feet from tlie Laft-indies lafe into the 'i'exel ^ thus do 
fending and enriching his country on one fide, while flic 
w-as failing to rum on the other. Idie Dutch even kept 
up liicir commerce, and no colours but theirs were to be 
feen in the Indian leas. One day the French, Conful 
icjliiig Uie King of Perfia, that his maker, Louis XiV. 
had eonqucaTcl almoil all Holland •, How' can that be, 
geplied the moamch) when there now in the port 
of Ormus tv/enry Dutch ihips, tor one french.^” 
ll:c Ihincc of Orange, however, had the ambition 
of being a goovi citizen. He made an offer to the State 

• Thrtf' could he no either fide ; for the Duke did not 

(]idr Ills fiiip hi!] Hie sv.ii- dilaha^i, .»nd ])e Kuyter declared that tills 
V rhe nu I' ok ‘ ol' fw 0- lud-ihiriy .iCtioiis i;i which he had been 
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of the revenues of his polls, and of n]] liis prlva'c for- 
Lunc, towards the fu]^port of the. com non c/.ulc. He 
overflowed all the pallcs by ’wliicli th.e lu'encli couM pe- 
netrate into the rcit ol the country. l>y his prciupt and 
iccret negotiations he railed i!ic Emperor, tlic Jempirc, 
tiieSpinidi Council, and the governm-'nt ol: flinders, 
from their leth.argy: he even dipoofed the Engiiih Court 
to iiilen to peaee. In a word, .Louis had entered Hrd- 
land only in May, and by theinoncli of July ati ieuropc 
was in contedcracy againft him. 

Monterey, Governor of Flanders, fenr a fev/ repi- 
rnents privately to the aOifcanc^ of ria- ETmted Provin- 
ces. I'he Emperor .Leopold’:’. Couneil ]i!:e\vue dif- 
patchrd Montccinmli, at :!ic Imad of tw nry t'loinand 
men-, and the Ekvlor of Bran lenbo-ug to 1 tiee f eld 
with twenty-five thoufand troops, whym he kept m Ins 
own pay. 

I'iie Ling now quitted liis armv, a:; thcic ] ily 
were no more conquefts to be made in a Cvtu m 
try that was overilovved. L was even become dithcult 
to kcf^p the Provinces which had been c:'n{{ucred. 
Louis was (iefirous oi gaining oiorv, but nor being wdl- 
inp to purchalc it at the e.v!)Ui-' e of indcfarigablc labour, 
he loll it again. Contented vdth having laken Inch a 
number of places in the I'paec ot two months, ana leav- 
ing I'urenne and Luxembourg to Hmfn the war, he re- 
turned to St. Germain’s, about rite lUKldlc of tl e lUru- 
mer, to enjoy his triumplrs. Bu: while Irs iubjCf is were 
everywhere eroding monurieeits o[ in. i oi^qi'ed,, tiie 
Powers oi Europe were at woik tuinax li ilicm out oi u.^ 
liands, 

C II A P. XL 

Holland evacihitcd. Ura'::h: Co':i!c coiiaiorcd aficon i Tram. 

W E think it neceiTary to advertife rhoie who may 
read this work, ihat they a^e to reioeiober it is 
h.Pa b.ne relation of campaign-, but raiiiei an hiicoiy 

of 
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of the manners of mankind. There are already a fufH, 
cient number of books filled with the 'minute })aniculars 
of military aftions, and details of human rage and mife- 
ry. 1 he defign of this Efiiry is to delcnbc the principal 
charafters of thefe revolutions, and to pais over the muU 
titude ot tiifiing iacls, in order to fet 10 view' thofe only 
■which are ( onhderablc, and ('if it is pofliblc) the fpirit 
by which they were ahduatccl. 

France liad now arrived at the jn’nnacle of its glory. 
The name of her Generals imprinted a\v’c. Mer IVlinif. 
ters were confidered in a iliperior light to the Connlellors 
of other Princes •, and Louis was, in elTecf, the fob' King 
in Europe. 1 he Emperor Leopold never appealed in 
his armies; Charles II. King of Spam was in his infan- 
cy; and the King of England ihewed no activity in liis 
character, except in the purluit of pleaiure. 

Every one of ihcfe Princes and their Minifters com- 
mitted great overfights. England aeicd againd the prin- 
ciples of all date policy, in uniting with France, to 
drengthen a power that it was herinterGl to keep weak. 
The Emperor, the Empire, and the Minilli y of Spain, 
were guilty of llili greater indifcietion, m not joining to- 
gether to refill thistoirent, at the beginning. In Ihort, 
Louis himfelf committed as great an error as any of the 
reft, in not purltfing fuch eaiy conquefts with more ra- 
pidity. 

Conde and '1 urenne advifed him to demolini the 
greateft part ot the places he had taken from the Dutch, 
i hey told him that it is not by garnlbiis that countries 
are conquered, but by armies ; and tliat after Lcuring 
one or two fortified towns, for the convenience of a re- 
treat, he IhoLild not delay a moment to compleat his 
conqueft. Louvo-s, cn the contrary, w^as for lortilying 
and garrifoning every place they gotpoftldfioii of. This 
was ills genius, and the King’s fentiment concurred with 
his. 

Louvois had by ‘this means more offices to dirpofc 
of. it extended the power of his miniftry, and gratified 
Ids vanity, at the lame time, to thwart the two greateft 
(Lneralo of tiic age. L.ou’s took his advice, ^ind devtT 

ved 
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vfd himfclf, as he afterwards confefTed, He fuffored the 
favourahlc minute to cfcape him for feizing the Capital of 
1 1(dlaiid ; he enfeebled his army by occupying too many 
places; and afforded thr enemy lime for breathing. A 
hiflory ot the greatell Princes is often but a recital of 
human errors. 

After the departure of the King, affairs affumed an- 
other afpefl. d'urcnne was obliged to nureh towards 
Wedphalia, to oppofe the Imperialifts. Monterey, Go- 
vernor of Flanders, without the timid Spanifli Council 
avowing it, reinforced the fmali army ot the Prince of 
Orange with about ten thoufand men, which enabled 
him to keep his ground againft: the French till the win- 
ter. It was enough even to hold Fortune at bay, for 
the prefent. 

At length the winter arrived, and the overflowed 
country of Holland was covered with ice. Luxem- 
bourg, who commanded in Utrecht, attempted a new 
Ipecies of war, before unknown to the French, and 
threw Holland into an unforefeen kind of danger, as 
alarming as any it had before experienced. 

He affembhei together, one night, about twelve 
thouiand infantry, drawn from the neighbouring garri- 
jo.is, whofe fhoes he had ordered to be froft fhod. At the 
head of this body of men he let out, and directed his 
march over the ice, towards Leyden and the Hague. 
A thaw comes on, and i'aves the Hague. His armv iur- 
rounded by water, having neither road nor viCfuals, was 
in a mod forlorn luuation. d here was no way to get 
back to Utrecht but by marching over .i narrow marlhy 
dike, wncre four men could hardly walk a-breaft ; nor 
Wus there any gaining this pal?), but by attacking a 
tori;, which leemed impregnable without artillery. It 
tins ledoubt had lidd our only one day, the whole army 
mud have perifhed through hunger and fatigue. Lux- 
embourg was without refourcc; but Fortune, wdio had 
protected the Hague, faved his army cifo, by the cowar- 
dice of the Governor of the fortrels, who abandoned 
Ids pod, without any apparent nccelfity. 'i here are 
^ number of cvw-nts in war, as well as in civil life. 
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wliich are not to be accounted for. This was one of 

All the fruit of this enterprire was an afliion of cruelty, 
which completely rendered the Fiench name odious in 
this country, llodegrave and Swammerdam, two confi- 
derable villages, rich and populous, and as large as Ibme 
of our middling towns, wcac abandoned to the jilunder 
of the t; oops, as a rccompt nee for their fatigue. '1 hey 
fet both the towns on fire, and by the light of their flames 
rioted in dthauchciy and barbarity. 

It is maturof furprice, that the French lohhcry fl-iouk! 
be fuch barbarians, when we rrflett di.it they were com- 
manded by lo great a number of Oliicers, who ckferved- 
ly bear the character of equal bravery and humanity, 
'i'his tii'dAT’ exaugciated,tli.it, above foity tears 

after the event, 1 law Ftutch books printed for the uleoi 
reading fcl'ools, in which the llory was related, to im- 
prek the ri fing generation wuh a hatred againfl t'e french. 

In il'.e mean time the Xing v.as .tbfive inthcca- 
bineis of .dl tl'.e F.'inces, by negociution.w Me 
hroughtos.r the Duke of Hanover. The Fleedorof 
Ri-ini.ieiibii!;';, on engaging in the war, concluded a treaty, 
v.'ir.ch he ie'm .a ter infringed. In every Court of Ger- 
manv i.uiiii li-al ids penfmners. His cmilfaric.s foment- 
ed in !1 mighty du; dilhirb.tnces tiiac h.ad arilen in the 
I'rovviHcs "bv tilt ieverity of the Council of Vienii.r. 
I/.r.'ie bm.s vere li nt into England, to induce k harlcs Ik 
lo ; Mer imo a loioml war with Hollanil, in fj'ite of de 
gi;, o of I'm whole nation, which ic'ented its being 
,111 niilnimeiu towards the .aggrandizement or 
1 . X A', whom it ought r.ither to have humbled. 

" All i''.',;" .'!' - w.u. ild.lurbec! by the arms and intrigues of 
1 ,c couki no:, however, prevent the Empe- 
10 '. dicFmpi.v, and. fmain, fiom entering into alliance 

y. 'l:'. d e Dutch, and openly making a declaration ot war 
r.(.-::n'li ii'mi. 1 ie luid fo far icverled the courfe of poli- 
n' s. bi.it die Dut'-h, who were his natural allies, were 
b( nm-.e die fiien.ls of ilie 1 loufe of Aullria. The Fm- 

re.r;- !.e 1' .id. li'up'ie.i his quota flowly, but exprcfled 

..!• -t ..ni nob"-.’ C'' unit the iTcnch. It is laid, that go- 
• ing 
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■■Ci(y to E^^ra % to review the troops he had ‘alTcmblcd 
there, he received the communion at one of his fta^^es, and 
after the fervice took the crucifix in his hand, and appcai- 
ad to God for the juflice of his caufe. At the time of the 
Crufades, fuch a piece of rclirpoiis folcmnity might have 
had its eded, but Leopold’s invocation did not anvil: 
the pregrefs of the arms of France. 

It Nvas foon apparent how much his marine liad been 
ini})rovcd. Inftead of thirty veffels, which had, the year 
beibre, been added to the Englilli licet, he now lupplied 
forty fail, cxclufive of fire-fliips. liis naval ohicers 
had been intruded by the Kiigliih in the expert ma- 
noeuvres with which they fought their enemies the Dutch. 
It was the Duke of York, afterwards James' II. who lird 
invented the art of communicating orders at La, by tiic 
different fignals of the flags. Belore this t.me tlio 
French knew nothing of the method or arranging a licet 
in a line of battle. Their experience conlilkd only in 
lighting one fhip againftanotherjbutnot m brnepng iqiia- 
drons to ad in concert together, and to pertorm \t lea 
tl] the evolutions of an army at hnul, wheie the icparaic 
corps are brought reciprocally lo iullain and Inccour 
each other. They might in iliis inllaiice be [)ropcrly 
^•ompaied to the Romans, who in one year learned troin 
tiic Caitliagliilans tiie-art of lighting at ica, and at once 
became equal to their m.illcrs. 

'1 he Vice-Aabmral D’Etrees, and his Lieutenant Mar- 
tel, did honour to the military indudiy of the French 
nation, in three lucccffive naval engageirxmts, tought in 
the inoiuli of June, between titc iJiueh fleet 
and the united iquadions oi Lr.uice 
England. Admmal Uuyter exceeded him- 
felf in thefe three adions. D'Errees \vrote thus 
to Colbert : ‘‘ I would willingly Inive lolt my life 
‘‘ to have gained the glory that Ruyrcr has acquired f ’ 
and lEEtrces as well deferved tin; fame compliment 
from Ru) ccr. The bravery and conduct were fo equally 
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matched on both Tides, that it was doubtful which 
had a tight to claim the viftory. 

Louis having made the French good Tailors by the 
afhftancc of Colbert, improved the art of ficld-Warby 
the help of Vanban. He went in perfon to brfiene 
Maeftricht, juft at the time of thcfe three naval arftioir^. 
This town was to hiin the key of the Low-Countries 
^nd the United Provinces. The place was well defend- 
ed by a brave Governor, whofe name was Farjaux, born 
in France, who had been firft in the Spanifh fervire, and 
then pafted into that of the Dutch. The garrifon con- 
fifted of five hundred men. 

Vauban, who condufted the fiege, here made life of 
the parallels," for the firft time, invented by the Italian 
engineers in the fervice of the Turks before Candia. 
To thefe he added the place of arms, that is made in 
trenches for arranging troops in battle array, and to 
rally them the better, in cafe of a fally. Louis fiicwcd 
hiinlclf more exaft and laborious in tliis fiege, than he 
had ever done before. He accuftomed his Officers, by 
his own example, to endure toil with patience *, thereby 
vindicating them from the charge formerly urged againll 
the nation, of being foldiers of an impetuous 
*^^1677.* courage, but incapable of enduring fatigue. 

' Maehrichtfurrendered in about eight days. 

For the better efiablifliment of military dilcipline, he 
made ufe of a feverity which was thought carried to ex- 
cefs. Idle Prince of Orange, who had at firft only Offi- 
cers without emulacion, and Ibldiers without courage, to 
oppofe to the rapidity of thefe conquefts, had formed 
them at length to difeipline by the force of rigour, de- 
livering over to the executioner every man that quitted 
his poll. T he King alfo made ule of feverity, the very 
firft place he loft. 

^ A very gallant officer, named Du-Pas, fur- 

rendered.* fslaerdcn to the Prince of Orange. 
FIc had, indeed, flood a fiege of only foui* 
days; but then he did not give up the place till afrer a 
warm aiilion, which l eki five hours, upon bad works, 
and to avoid a general aiTault, which fo feeble and dif- 

heartened 
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heartened a garrifon was unable to fuHain. The King, 
provoked at the firii; affront his arms had fuffered, Icn- 
tcnced Du-Fas to be led through the town of Utrecht 
with a fhovel in his hand, and to have liis fword broke 
before his face ^ A needlefs ignominy for French Offi- 
cers, who are too fenfible of glory, to need their being 
governed by a fear of ffiamef . 

It is to be oblerved, however, that by a Command- 
ant’s commiffion, he is obliged to fuftain three allaults ; 
but this is among the laws that are never regarded f, 
DU"Pas, the following year, fell at the fiegeofthe little 
town of Grave, whither he went a volunteer. His cou- 
rage and his death ought to haveimpi^fied the Marquis 
de Louvois with regret, who was the advifer of his coo 
fevere treatment. Sovereign power may ufe a brave man 
ill, but Ihould never diffionour him. 

1 he attentions of the King, the talents of Vauban, 
the feverity and vigilance of Louvois, the experience 
and military knowledge of Turenne, the adivity and in- 
rrcpidiiy of the Prince of Conde ; ail thefe together were 
not able to repair the error that had been committed in 
w'eakening the army, by keeping too many places gar- 
rifoned, and in not taking A mlterdam. 

'I'he Prince of L'ondc made a fruitkfs attempt to pe- 
neirare into the heart of Holland, which was laid under 
watu'. I'urenne could neither oppoic the jundion of 
Moncecuculi with the Prince of Orange, nor pievent 


^ r r.Heaumclle fays, in his Memoirs, that he was condemned to im- 
prlloruncnt for life. But this could not be true, as the year after, he 
was ilain at the fiege of Cirave. 1 fliould think that he mull have 
vvniucd cither fpirit or biead, ever to have ferved under Louis again ; 
though he only (erved as a volunteer. 

t H; re appears another of V^oltaire’s partialities to his nation. He 
ftvms to appropriate the general charaiiterof a foldier to the French 
Cifficcis cxcluiivcl) . The Englifli, Dutch, Spanilh, and German, are 
the fame. 

t 1 here certainly fliould be left a diferetiohary power in the Go- 
vernor, to adlas circmuflances may happ-n ; or he janoi fu to com- 
mand, 


the 
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the Prir.ee of Orange from taking Bonn I’hc Bilhopof 
Nov 1677 Munilcr, v-ho had \ owed the deilrudioa of 
the States- General, was himlelf attacked by 

them. 

II1C Parliament of England forced its King to enter 
ferlouQy into negr'ciations tor a peace, and to ccafe be- 
ing the mercenary inflrument of tin: greatnels of France. 
Isolds was therdore reduced to the ncceibty of abandon- 
ing ti;e three Dutch Provinces as Ipcetiily as he had cen- 
quened tliem ; hut not till after there had been as muCi 
extorted from them as ndght have piirclialcd their ran- 
fom. The Inrcntlanr Robert had allcficd the fingle Pro- 
vince of Utrecht, in one year, in tl.c itim of lixteen hun 
dred and (ixty-cjglit thoufand ilorins. But in fuch a hur- 
ry were they 10 evacuate tlie country, whicli tliey had 
poffebed tlicntjelvcs of with lb mudi rapidity, thai 
twenty-eight thoidand DlucIi prifoners were redeemed v 
a { fO'vn a-head. The triinnphal an li of St. Denis’s 
and ilic other monunicius of the coiiquelc, wem fcarcely 
liinn'wd, wireii the conqueil iiielf \va:> lurrendcred. 

I he Dutdi, diiniig the courle ot this invafion, h.ad 
the h(numu of diipi'tmg the cmjrire of the fea, and die 
addiv-ls (X r.maw/ing the theatre of the land-war out 
their own coiiniry*, and Louis XIV. was thouglit throudi- 
out Kurogc to have enjoyed too j)remaLUiV'y, and toj 
liaupiitiiy, t;.c glo'ry of a rranfient triumph. 

1 li*. ii uit of ihis enterpnze was to have a bloody vw:: 
to iiiiia'n agaiidl Spain, the Empire, and Holland, uni- 
teti ; to be abandoned by EingLind, and at length bv 
IVIunfler, anal even by Cologne-, and to leave the couii- 
tries he had invadetl, and was forced to rclinquifli, im- 
prdled with upavliatred than admiration of him. 

Tiie iviiig li'.j^poikd himfelf alone againfl ail the ene- 
lilies he had made. Tlie Ibrcfight of ids Government, 
and tlie rdburces of Ids irate, appeared the greater, now 
that lie had luch Itrong Powers leagued againft him, and 
fuch experienrt d Generals to contend with, than when 
he took, c,: p.jjiVnt it were, French Flanders, Franche- 

f A town of (ieimany, the Cayinal of Cologne. 

Cointc, 
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Conitj, and half ot Holland, from unprepared adver- 
faries. 

It may be remarked, upon this occafion, the advan- 
tage an ahfolute Monarch, whofe finances are v\eli admi- 
niftered, poffedes above other Sovereigns. 1 e at one 
and t!iC fame time Tent an army of tv^enry-tlirce thou- 
fand men again R the ImperialiRs, under the con -ir. and 
of Turenne; fiirninied the Prince of Conde with another 
of forty thoufand, to og-pofe the Prince of Oiange ; had 
a body of troops Rationed on the frontier of Ivoulfillon ; 
clif}).uch('d a He'ct of tianfports fieig! ted v/itli land-for- 
ces, to carry the war into Spain up to the gates of Mef- 
fina*, and niarchcd himfelf at the head of an army to 
make a feconcl conqiieRof Franche-Comte. In fine, he 
at once both defended himfelf, and attacked his ene- 
mies. 

On the very commencement of tins new e>:pcdit'on 
agaiiiR Franche-Comtd, the fuperiority of his admini- 
f; ration vifibly appeared. He exerted himfelf to gain 
over the Swilis to liis party, or at lead to lull into a neu- 
trality a nation as formidable as poor, alv.'ays in arms, 
jealous to the lafi degree of their liberty, invincible on 
their own frontiers, and already murmuring and alarm- 
ed at feeing Louis XIV. a fecond time in their neigh- 
bourhood. 

The Kmperorand Spain folic i ted thefe Thirteen Can- 
tons to permit, at lead, a free palfage to their acops to 
be lent to the relief of Franche-Comte, left without de- 
fence by the negligence of the Spanifli Minidry : Louis, 
on tlie other hand, prefied them to refule this pafiage. 
But the Emperor and Spain were liberal only in argu- 
ments and intreaties, while Louis with ready money in 
hand f determined them in his favour, and the pafiage 
was accordingly refufed. 

Louis, accompanied by Ids bi'-cher and the fon of 
the Great Conde, befieged Beianepn. He was fond of 
this part of the iriilitary dicnce, and underdood it as well 

* Eordc’ inf^ on C;ualonia, a Piovincc of Spain. Tranjlalor. 

• t The bithc p itd (iown, ds meuiioncd in fome meino’.r.s, vvas amib 
lion ol livres, and .apromd'eof lix' hundred thoufand moic, Uid, 

VoL. 1. L as 
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as I’urcnne or Coiuie. But however jealous he was oi’ 
glory, l-e acknowledged that thole two Generals were 
greater inafters of the lield-war than himlelf. Befidcs, he 
never laid fiegc to a town, without being morally certain 
of carrying it; for Lou vois always made fuch excellent 
diipofiti(>'ns, the troops were fo well ])rovided, and Vau>* 
ban, who generally cendufted the mana'uvres, was lo 
gseat a maker of the engineering art, that the glory of 
the King was fecured betore-luind. 

Vauban direded the attacks againit Befan- 
9on, which was taken in nine days ; and in 
about fix weeks time all Lranchc-Conue fub- 
mitted to the King, it has remained to France ever fmee, 
and Icems now to be annexed to it for ever, as a monu- 
ment ot the weaknefs of the Aullrian-Spanifli Miniftry, 
and of the vigour of that of Louis XIV. 


C H A P. XL. 

^lo ficus Campaign, T'he death GjWlarJhal Tsrfane, 7 /> 
loft Battle of the Gnat Cende,, at Senej V 


W HILE the King was carrying every thing be- 
fore him in Franche-Comte with that rapidi- 
ty, cafe, and eclat, which hitherto Icerned to attend his for- 
tune; Turenne, who only aded defenfively on the fron- 
tiers towards tlie Rhine, difplayed ail that was great and 
confummatc in the art of war. Our efteem for men is 
meafured by the difficulties furmounted ; and it was this 
confidcration that intitled Turenne to fo great a reputa- 
tion on account of this campaign. 

June 1674 fttting-out he made a long and forced 

march, palled the Rhine at Philiplburg, 
marched all niglit to vSintzheim, took it by fiorm, and 
at the fame time attacked and put to the route Capraru, 
the Emperor’s General, with the old Duke of Lorrain, 

* A tc.wn of Ei'ibant, in the Auflrian Ncihcihnd?. Tranfator* 

Charles 
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Charles IV.- a Prince whofe whole life had pahed in 
lolin:!; his territories and railing forces and who had 
jufl then joined his little army to a detachment from that 
of the Emperor. 

I'urenne, after having defeated, piirfucd ju1y» 
him; routed his cavalry at Ladimburr; »< 74 - 
anti Irom thence without paufeprcHed forward romeet ano- 
ther of the Imperial Generals, the Prince of Bournonville, 
who only waited the arrival ot Iredi troops to open a 
padage for himfelf into Alface. I le prevented the junc- 
tion (d' thefe forces, attacked and made him a 

• 1 ('ll I' 1 ’ C/ct. 107:J., 

quit the held or battic. 

I’iic Empire colkdled all its forces againft him. Se- 
vere y ihouland German troops were in /^Gface; and Bri- 
fac and Pliiiipiburg were blockaded. Turenne was not 
then at the head of more than about twenty thoufand ef- 
fective men, and the Prince of Conde had font him :i 
hnall lu[)ply of cavalry fiom Idanilers. With thefe for- 
ces he travcrlcd the mountains covered with 
Ino'vV, bv 1 anne and Belort, and ui'expedled' 
ly enters Upper Alface, in the midii of the enemy’s quar- 
ters, who tluujpjtt him repofinghimielr in Lorraiii, and con- 
cluded the year’s campaign to be at an end. l ie defeated 
the corps ut Mulhaiilenthat refilled, and took two thoufand 
of tliem priliiners. Pie marched to Colmar, where the 
hdedor of Brandenburg, who was lliled the Great Elec- 
tor^ then General of tiie armies of the Empire, was (la- 
tioneJ. Pie happened to arrive jull as tlid'e Princes and 
the other Generals were fitting down lo dinner. They 
had but jull time to make their cfcape, and the whole 
country was covered with fugitives. 

'rinenne thinking he had done nothing 
while there rtmairKd any thing to be done^, 
lay in ambufli near Turckheim, fora party 
ot the enemy’s foot pafiuig that way. 1 he advantage of 
the poll he liad taken, rcndcied his fiaccefs certain. Pie 
tonfequcniiy defeated this body oi Infantry. In fhort, 

* This ch.ir.ittcr U borrowed I:om Salliid, without acknowledging 
^t. • ’Iwas i<tid of Cfiu.r, tjl a cum qmd JupertJfct 
dum, % ratijUior, 
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this army of feventy thonfand men was broken and dif- 
perled, even without any pitched battle. Alface fell in- 
to the poilefiion of the King, and the Generals of the 
Empire weie obliged to repafs the Rhine. 

All thele exploits, following one another without in- 
te^Tuption, concluded with lb much Ikill, planned 
with fo much deliberation, and executed with ib 
much promptnefs, were objeds of equrd admiration, both 
to France and her enemies. The glory of Turenne re- 
ceived a confidcrable increafe, v/hen it was known that 
every thing he had done throughout this campaign 
was againll the opinion of the Come, and contrary to 
the repeated orders of Louvois, lent him in the name of 
the King. To oppofe the all-powerful I.ouvois, and 
take upon himfelf the conlequences of the event, with- 
out regarding the remonftrances of the Court, the com- 
mands of his mailer, and the refentment of the Miniller, 
was by no means the lealt mark of the refolution of Tu- 
renne, nor the leall fignal circurnllance of the cam- 
paign. 

It mail be acknowledged, that thofe who v;crc im- 
prelfed with more humanity than admiration iov military 
exploits, lamented this glorious campaign, which 
was as memorable for the miferics of the people, as tor 
the enterprizes of I'lirenne. After the battle of Siimz- 
heim he laid walle the Palatinate with hre and I’word, a 
champaign and a fertile country, full of cities and opulent 
villages. ThcElec tor Palatine, from the battlements of his 
calllc of M.iiiheini, beheld two cities and twenty-five vil- 
lages in flames. 'Phis unhappy Prince challenged Tu- 
renne to lingle combat, in a letter filled with reproaches 

* During the coti/fc of this edition, Mr. CoHni, private fecrciary 
and hhloriographer of the prefent rcigmng Eiedor hrdatinc, has 
called ui queihon the doiy of this challenge, upon very fpecions argu- 
nients delivered with good fciiie and fagacity. He Iheus very judici- 
oully, that the Elector, .Charles-Loiiis, could not have written the 
letters that Sandras de Courtils and Ramfay have imputed to this 
Prince. More hillorians than thefe have often attributed to their he- 
Voes both writings and Ipecehes of their own invention. 

Neither the original letter of the Klci2tor Charlcs-I ouis nor tlie.an- 
fwer of Marllial Turenne have ever been fccn. It has only been 

i taken 
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Turcnne having fent this letter to the King, who forbad 
him to accept the challenge, only anfwered the upbraid- 
in^^s and defiance by an empty compliment that was no- 
fatisfadlory. This was the Ible and manner of 
Turenne, who always expreffcd himfelf with modera- 
tion and ambiguity. 

With the fame fang-froid he dcflroyed the ovens and 
fet fire to all the corn-fields in Alface, that were within 
his reach, to prevent the iubfiflence or the enemy. He 
afterwards permitted his cavalry to ravage Lorrain; 
where they committed fuch feenes of devafiation, that the 
intendant, who on his fide ravaged it as much with his 
pen wrote and fpoke often to him to ftop thele excef- 
fes-, to which he coldly replied, ‘‘ I lhall do it in the 

Orders.” 

Turenne chofe rather to be called the father of the 
troops under his command, than of the people at large, 


taken upon trull, th.-it the Elcftor, jullly incenfed at the ravages and 
<01, Hagiations which Turenne had Lommitiecl in his country, did fend 
linn a defiance by a liuinpeter, named an. 1 know that the 

Houle of Ihniillon gave credit to the fad. The Grand Prior of Ven- 
dbine and the Mailhal dc Villars neverdoubted it; and the Memoirs of 
Beaiiveau, a co-tempoiary, afiii ms the anecdote. 

However, pnffibiy, the challenge might not have been propofed, in 
exprefs terms, in the bitter letter w hich the Eledor himfelf faid he had 
Written to the Prince MailhalTurcnne, upon that occafion. Would 
to God that it was alfoa matter of doubt, whether the Palatinate had 
fufFered two confiagrations or no ! But tlvs :s a certai'ity, is a thing of 
infinitely more confequence, and what will ever remain a reproach to 
the memory of Louis XIV. 

Mr. Colini repiehends the Prefidcnt Henault for having fald, 
in his Chronological Abridgment, that tlic Prince de Tuie'ine replied 
to the challenge “ with a moderation that render-\l the Eicdor 
“ alliamed of his bravado.*’ The fliamc lay rather vvith the incendi- 
aiy, as there was no open war then w th the Palatinate ; and it could 
not he deemed a Jiravado, in a ITince fo julily irritated, to dr fv to 
fingle combat the perpetrator of fuch cruel excclTes. I'he Elector was 
a warm man, and the fpirit of chivalry not then extinit. in the Let- 
ters of Pehllbn ’tis faid, that Louli XlV- liimfelf confulted whether 
he might, in coufcience, fight pcrfonally with* the Emperor IvOvipold.” 

The above note is Mr. Voltaire’s. This icruple bl coufcience, we 
arc to fuppofe, by that exprefiion, mull have been propoled tohh Con- 
Idfor. lran(lator. , 

* *By the impofition of exorbitant taxes. Ibief, 
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which, according to the laws * of war, are always facri- 
iiced. All the mifchicf he did, might have appeared to 
him neceffary, his glory covered every thing. Belides, 
tlic feventy thoufand Germans whom he intercepted in 
their march towards France, viouid have committed more 
devatlation there, than he did in Alfacc, Lorrain, and the 
Falatinate. 

Such had been, fince the commencement of the fix* 
teenth centuiy, thelituation of France, that in every war 
in which ihe was engaged, flic had Germany, Flanders, 
Spain, and Italy, to contend with at the lame time. I'he 
Frince of Lenuie made head hi Flanders agamll; the young 
Prince of Oiange, wliile Ihircnne drove the Germans 
out of xhlfacc. d l.e uuiipuign of Marllial Turenne wai 
fucccdsful, and that of iIk: Priiue of Condc bloody. 
The fmall aclions or Sintzheiin and 'i'urckiieim wue 
decifive*, ‘the great and famous battle oi Senef was only 
flaughtci'. The (dvat Conde, wlio loiight it during the 
ilolen marches of I'urennc in Ali'ace, drew no man- 
ner of advantage tromitj vvliethcr itwas that the circum- 
danccs of the place were lefs favoural)!e, or that lie had 
taken lefs prudent meafures ; or rather, that he had alder 
Generals and better troops to contend with. T'hc Mar- 
quis dc Feuquiercs fays, that the battle of Senef can be 
only called a fights becaufe the adtioii was not between 
two armies properly arranged againit each other, and 
that all the troops on either lido were not engaged 
in it. But it feems generally agreed to fliie this hot 
and bloody day a hat tie. An action between three 
thoufand men, though arranged according to the utmolt 
exadnels of military parade, and where every pait wnis 
engaged, might be called only a fight. ’I'is always the 
importance of a thing that determines its appellation. 

The Prince ot Conde was to keep the fleld with about 
fony-five thoufand men, againff the ihince of Orange, 
ar the head, as computed, offixty thoufand. He wait- 
ed for the eriemy’s*'army that was to j)afs a defile at Sc- 

f Voltaire fliould have laid pra^ice^ inflcad of Iwwi. — Parcere fh- 
7.^//;, is the law. Pranjlator, " 

neC 
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near Mons. He there attacked part of the rear- 
gu.ird compolcJ of Spanifli troops, and ou- ^ ^ ^ 

tained a fignal advantage over them. 1'he 
Uriiicc of Orange was cenfured for not hav- 
ing uled more precaution in pafiing this defile ; but the 
manner in which he retrieved the difadvantage, was 
much commended ■, and Conde was blamed for hav- 
ing renewed the attack againil enemies fo flrongly in- 
trenched. 1 he combat was renewed three times, and 
the two Generals, in this medley of ovei fights and great 
actions, equally fiignalized their courage and ptd'ence of 
mind. 

In ailthe battles which thcGreatConde ever fought, this 
was die action inv/hich he hazarded his own life and tiiac 
of his foldiers the moll. He had three horfes killed un- 
der him that day •, and after three bloody attacks, would 
yet attempt a fourth. It feemed/’ faid an Officer who 
was prefent, ‘‘ as if the Prince of Conde was the only 
‘‘ perlbn who was pofTelfed with a rage for fighting.’* 
The mofl: fingular circumltance recorded of this ablion, 
was, that the troops on both Tides, after tlie moil oblli- 
natc and bloody conflid, betook themfelves to lliglit in 
die night, through the imprcllion ol a panic. 

The next morning both armies retired, eadi to its own 
camp, neither of them keeping the he’dof battle, or claim- 
ing the viiTory ; both of them being rather equally weak- 
ened and defeated. Of the French, there were about fc- 
ven thoufand killed, and five thoufand made prifoners •, 
and the lofs on the part of the enemy was nearly 
the lame. So much blood fpiiled in vain, prevented 
either army from attempting any thing confiderabic. 
To acquire reputation to his arms was a point of fo 
much conlequence to the Prime of Orange, tliat to have 
it thought he had obtained the vicTory, he laid fiege to 
Oudenard immediately after*, but the Prince of Conde 
proved alfo that he had not been defeated, by railing the 
liege, and purfuing him in his retrtfat. 

The idle ceremony ot fmging ‘Te Deum for a vicTory 
not gained, was then equally chepradicc both of France 
^ ol the Allies. T!iis ul'age has obtained with the 
L 4 vie\v 
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view of encouraging the people, who nnift be always im- 
pofed on. 

Turenne in Germany, with his fmall army, continued 
to make a progrefs which refulted merely from the force 
of his own genius. The Council of Vienna, not ventur- 
ing any longer to confide the fate of the Empire to 
Princes who had defended it hitherto fo badly, placed at the 
head of its armies General Montec uculi, who had van- 
qifdhed the Turks at the battle of St. Gotharef and who, 
notwithfianding the endeavours of Turenne and Conde, 
had joined the Prince of Orange, and given a check to 
the fortune of Louis XIV. after he had conquered three 
of the Provinces of Holland. 

It has been remarked, that the greatefi; Generals of 
the Empire have been generally natives ot Italy This 
Country, notwithftanding its decadence and its flavery, 
ftill produces men v/ho revive the remembrance ot what 
it was formerly. Montecuculi was the only man worthy 
tobeoppofed againft Turenne. They had both redu- 
ced the praftice of war to an art. They fpent four months 
in following and obferving pach other’s marches and 
encampments, more applauded than their victories by 
the French and German Officers. Each judged 
what the other intended, from the meafurcs he him- 


felf would have purfued in the fame fituation ; and 
their conclufions were always jull. They oppofed 
to each other patience, cunning, and activity, and 
were at length come to the very point of joining if- 
fue, and of itaking their reputations on tlie event ot a 
battle, near the village of Sakzbach, when 
July 27, Turenne, ingoing to altation to fix a batte- 
ry, was killed by a cannon-ball. 

The follov/ing anecdote cannot be too often repeated. 
The fame ball that firuck him, carried off the arm of St. 


Hilaire, J ieutenant-General of artillery ^ and his fon 
failing into tears by him, “ It is not me,” laid he, “ it 
“ IS that great man you are to lament an expreffion 
equal to any thing recorded in hiftory ot heroic fenti- 
rnent, and an elogy worthy of Turenne. 

■It 
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It happens very feldom in a monarchical government, 
where men are chiefly occupied about their own private 
intcrells, that thofe who have ferved their Country are re- 
oretted by the public. But Turenne was mourned both 
by the fokliery and the people. Louvois was the only per- 
fon who lamented him not, nay rather rejoiced at his 
death. The honours paid to his memory by the King 
are known to every one, and that he was interred at St, 
Denis, as the Coaflable du Guelclin had been ; above 
whom tiie public voice has elevated him as much as 
the Age of Turenne was fuperior to that of the Con- 
fliable. 

Turenne had not always proved a fuccefsful General. 
He had been defeated at Mariendal, at Rethcl, and at 
Cambray. He owned himfelf, that he had committed 
fomc faidrs, and he was great enough to confefs 
them. He hadneycr gained fignal vidories, nor fought 
any of thofe pitdicd baitles which determine the fate of 
nations •, but having always retrieved his defeats, and 
clone much with fmali refources, he was looked upon 
as the molt able Commander in Europe, at a time that 
the art of war was better known than ever it had been 
betore. In like manner, chough he was blameable for his 
clefcdion in the wars of the Fronde*, though, at near 
tile age of thrccfcore, love had induced him to reveal a 
State-fecret i and though he had exercifed in the Palati- 
natt cruelties which feemedunneceffary; he, notwitiiftand- 
ing, preierved the reputation of an honeft, prudent, and 
moderate man, becaufe his virtues and great talents, 
which were peculiarly. liis own, caufed his faults and 
foibles, which hehad in common vdth the reft of mankind, 
to be forgotten. If one was to draw a parallel for 
him, It m.ght be faid, that of all the Genertals of paft 
ages, Gonl'alvo de Cordova, firnamed the Great Cap- 
tain, was the hero whom he moll refembled. 

Though bred a Calvinift, he turned Catholic in the 
y^’ar 1 668. Neither Proteftant nor Phiiofopher can ima- 
gine that convieftion alone had wrought this change of 
jentimeat in a foidicr ^ and in a politician fifty 
* * years 
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years old^, and who ftill retained his amours. It is 
known that Louis XIV. oh creating him Marihal-Gene^ 
ral of his armies, mace ufcof thisexpreiTion, as related in 
the Letters of Pelilion and other authors : “ 1 wiOi you 
would put it in my power to do fomerhing more foryoui” 
Such a hint, according to them, might in time have 
brought about his converfion. The office of Conftable 
was a bait to an ambitious mind. It was poffible alfo, 
that this converfion might have been hncere. 'Fhe hu~ 
man heart often compreiiends politics, ambition, the 
weakneffes of love, and fentiments of religion, at the 
lame time. In inort, it is probable that I'urenne did nor 
leriake the faith of his anceilors, except from mere 
temporal motives. However, the Catholics, who tri- 
umphed in fuch a profelyte, would not admit that the 
great foul of Turenne v/as capable of diffimulation. 

What happened in Alface immediately after the death 
of Turenne, rendered his lofs the more fenfible. Mon- 
teciiculi, kept for above three months on the other fide 
of the Rhine by the manoeuvres of the P^rcnch General, 
palled that river the moment he found he had not 
Turenne to cope with. He fell upon a part of the ar- 
my, which remained in confufion under the command of 
Lorges and Vaubrun, two Lieutenant-Generals at 
variance w'ith each other, and undetermined in their mea- 
fures. This body of troops, which however defended 
itfelf with great bravery, was not able to prevent the 
Imperialills from penetrating into Alface, fiom which 
Turenne had kept them at a diflance. 

This army not only wanted a leader to conduft it, but 
to retrieve the late defeat of Marffial Crequi, a man of an 
enterprifing character, capable at once of the braved and 
mod precipitate adions, and equally dangerous to his 
country and its enemies. He was jud tlien defeated, 
through his own ill condud, at Confarbruck. A body 


^ He vvab then fifiy-feven ; an age too old to change opinions, and 
lou }ourg to dote. '[ratjUlcr. '* 
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of twenty thoufand Germans, who werebefieg. 
ing Treves ^ cut his litrle army in pieces, 
and put it to flight. He hardly efcaped him- 
j'rdf, with a fourth part of his troops. He encounter- 
ed new perils to throw himfelf into the town, which he 
might have fuccoured with prudent condud, but which 
he defended with courage. He was refolved to bury 
himfelf under the ruins of the place ; and even after the 
breach had been rendered pradicable, he was flill obllinate- 
ly bent upon defending it. But the garrifon muti- 
nied, and Captain Bois-Jourdan, at the head of the 
mutineers, entered into a capitulation at the breach. Ne- 
ver was an ad of cowardice performed with fo mAich 
cLlrontery. He even threatened the Marlbai with in- 
ftant death, it he refufed to fign the terms of the lur- 
rendcr. But Crequi took retuge in a church, with a 
few Oflicers who continued attached to him, choofing ra- 
ther to be made a prifoncr at difcretion, than confent to 
a capitulation 

I'q recruit the men which France had loft in fo many 
battles and lieges, Louis XIV. was advifed not to con- 
iine himfelf to the levies from the militia, in the ordinary 
courfe, but to calLiut the ban and arriere-ban to the fer- 
vice. By an ancient cuftom, now difufed, all pof- 
ieftbrs of fiefs were obliged to attend tiieir Lords para- 
mount to the wars, at their own expence, and to remain 
in arms there a certain number of days. This niilitarv 
lervicc eompofed the greateft f)art of the laws of our bar- 
barous nations. But this ciillom is quite changed, at pre- 
ient, in Liirope; for there is no State now that does not 
levy its own troops, which it keeps always in pay, and 
which term difeiplined corps. 

Louis Xlll. once fummoned the NoblelTe of his King- 
dom, L.puis XIV. now followed his example. Tl.e 
body of the Nobility marched under the command of the 
Marquis, fince Marlbal, de Rochefort, to the frontiers 
pf Flanders, and afterwards to thole of Germany. But 
ihis corps was neither conliderabk nor ufeful •, nor could 


it 
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it be made fo. Thofe gentlemen who were poffefled with 
a military ardour, and capable of lerving, were Officers 
already in the troops ; and thofe who, through age ordif- 
content, had been ufed to live at home, remained there. 
The remainder, who were employed in the cultivation of 
their own lands, went with repugnance, making only 
about four thoufnnd in all. 

Nothing lefs refembled a military body than this corps. 
Mounted and armed differently, without experience or 
difcipline, they neither could, nor would fubmit to re- 
gular fcrvice, caufed nothing but confufion, and railed 
fnch dilguff as prevented their ever being called out 
again. This was the laft trace in our regular troops 
that was feen of the ancient Chivalry, which formerly 
compoled our armies ; and which, notwichflanding the 
natural courage of the nation, never made good fol- 
diers. 

Turennc dead, Crequi defeated and made prifoner, 
Treves taken, and Montecuciili laying Allacc under con- 
tribution, the King thought that the Prince of Conde 
was the only pcrfon capable of reviving the confidence 
of the troops, which the death of l\irenne had abated. 
Conde left Marffi.il Luxembourg to fullain the fortune 
of France in Flanders, and flew to oppofe the progreis 
of Montecuciili. The coolncfs he manifefted 
Auguft and occalion was equalled only by the im- 

petuofity he had difplayed at Senef. His ge- 
nius, which could conform itfelf to every thing, dilplay- 
ed the fame art that Turenne had done. Two encamp- 
ments alone checked the progreis of the German army, 
and compelled Montecuciili to raife the fieges of Hague- 
nau and of Saverne. 

After this campaign, lefs brilliant than that of Senef, 
but more approved, ths Prince of Conde quitted the 
theatre of war. He folicited to have his fon appointed 
Commander in his room, and offered to affift: him with 
his inflruflions : but the King did not choofe either 
young men or Princes for his Generals ; and it had been 
with reluftance that he had fuffered 'the Prince of Conde 
to be employed. The jealoufy of Louvois againft 

Turennc 
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Turenne had contributed as much as the name of Conde,’ 
to place him at the head of the army. 

The Prince retired to Chantilly, irom whence he fel- 
dom went to Verlaille^ wheic his glory liiilered an eclipfe 
among Courtiers, who refped nothing but favour. He 
palled the refc of hi.s life tormented with the gout, and 
confoling hindelf i;i his agonies and retreat with the con- 
verfation of the men of genius of all kinds whieii France 
had at that time to boalt. He was v/orthy of Inch I’ociety, 
being himfelf (.onverfant with all thole arts and feien- 
tes in which they were diilinguified. 

He was ilill admired^ even in Ids retreat j till at length 
that quick fpirit v/hich had rendered him in Iiis youth an 
impetuous hero, and given him fuch ilrong pallions, 
having con fumed the forces of a body created rather ac- 
tive than robull, he fuliercd a total decay of his facul- 
ties before his time ; for his underllanding keeping pace 
with the v/eakneis ot his body, there remained no trace 
of the (ireat Conde duringthe lafltw'o years of his life*. 
He died in i6S6. 

Montecuculi retired from thefervice of the Emperor, 
at the lame time that the Prince of Conde rellgned the 
command of the armies of France. 

A common, but a filiy Eory has prevailed, that 
Montecuculi laid down his truncheon, on the death of 
i urenne, “ bccaufc,” he faid, “ he liad now no ri- 
val worthy of him.” This would have been an ab- 
lurd fpeech,even if a Conde had been Ifiilexilling. But, 
fo tar tromutteringilichanabfurJity as they meantto com- 
pliment him with, he foiidit againft the French, and made 
them repals the Rhine, that very year. Eefides, what 
General would hasm laid to his mailer, “ I don’t chufe 
toferveyou any longer, becaufe your enemies are too 
“ delpicable, and my ment is too lliperior ?” 

^ * A parallel might be drawn between him <ind the Duke of Marl- 
Oorough, in this, as well as in other patticulars. Tranjlator, 
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From the Death of lurcrwe^ to the Peace of Ni/ncgucm 
in 1678. 

A fter the death of Turenne, and the fetiremen£ 
of the Prince of Condo, the King did not carry on 
the war with lefs advantage againll the Empire, Spain, 
and I lolland. Fie liad many Ohiccrs tormed by thefe 
two great men *, and he had LouvGjs, who was more ufe- 
fill to him than a General, bccaul'e his adclrds in making 
all necclTary provifions, enabled his Generals to under- 
take whatever enterprize they thought proper. The troe^ps 
alfo, long vidorious, were re-animated with the fame ipi- 
rir, on tlte prefcnce of a King who was always fuccefsiiil. 
He took in perfon, in the courfe of tiie war, Condo % 
Bouchain f , V alencicnncs and Cam- 
•ApnUd 1676. brav||. Fie was cenfared, at the fiepc 
; 'k ' of Bouchain, for having declined on- 
IjApiil^, 1677. gitging the Prince of Orange, who 
j)rcfentcd himfelf before him at tiio 
head of fifty thoufand luen, in order to throw fuccours 
into the place. On the other hand, the Prince of 
Orange was cenfured for having it in his pov/er to have 
given battle to Louis XIV. and not doing it. Such 
the lot both of Kings and Generals, that they are liib- 
jed to be equally blamed for what they do, or what they 
do not do. But neither he nor the Prince of Orange 
deferved cenfure. The Prince did not give battle, though 
inclined to it, becaufe Monterey, who was Governor 
of the Netherlands, and was in his army, refnfed to 
hazard Ids government on the event of a lingle adtion ; 
and the glory of the campaign was fuffimently fecuredto 
the King, in carr)^jng his point, and taking the town 
before the face of his enemy. 

As to Valenciennes, it was carried by aniiiilt, by one 
cf thofe fingular events whi(!h charaderize the iippc- 
tuQiis courage of the nation. 

The 
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'I'he King conduced the fiegc, in concert with hi.^ 
brother and five Marflials of France, d'Hunaie'cs, 
Schomberg, La Feuillade, Luxembourg, and de Lorges. 
The Mai finals commanded each their day, one after 
another. Van ban directed ail the ojin-atiuns. 

They had not yet taken any of i!ic outworks of the 
place. They were firfi; to attack two half-nioons. Bc- 
liind thei’e was a great crown-work, pallifadoed, and 
lined with fruies lurrounded wdth a toiL f, crowned 
with divers traverfes, or retrenchments. Within this 
was another work encompafied by another fofie. After 
becoming maker of all iheic entrenchments, it was ne- 
cefiiiry to pal's a branch of the Scheld. This difiiculty fur- 
mounted, another work ficood in the way, called 
behind which ran the main courfe of the Scheld, deep 
and rapid, whicli ferved as a fofie to the walls, further 
defended by itrong ramparts. All thefe works wTre 
covered wirh cannon *, and a garrilbn 6f three thoufand 
men was likely to hold out a long time. 

^I'he King held a council of war for attacking the 
outworks. It was the ulual way to mai:e chtlc attacks 
l)y night, in order to Real upon the enemy without being 
perceived, and tliereby fave the lives of the men. Van- 
ban gave his opinion for making the attack by day. Ail 
the Marfinals of Fiance exclaimed againft the propolL 
tion, and Louvois condemned it aifo. 

Vauban continued firm in his opinion, with the confi- 
dence of a perfon felf-convinced of his argument. 

You would, faid he, be fparing of the lives of your 
“ men •, you will fave them much more by a day-light 
attack, which will be free from confufion or tumult, 
“ and without the danger of one party falling foul of 
another, as is often the cafe in nofturnal enterprifes. 
You would furprife the enemy, who are always more 
particularly on their guard by night •, but we fhall 
“ more eficdually furprife them, when'; after the fatigues 
ot the night- warch, they are obliged to fuftain the 
alfiault of our frefii troops. To this may be added, 

Pointed Aakes. f A moat, J A round tower, 

that 
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that if there flioiild be found any faint hearts among 

our forces, the darknefs would favour their timidity ; 
“ but in the open day the eye of the Commander is apt to 
‘‘ inlpire valour, and elevate men above themfelves.” 

The King yielded to the arguments of Vauban, in 
oppofition to Louvois and the live Marflials of France. 

At nine o’clock in the morning, the two companies 
of moufquetaircs, with a hundred grenadiers, 
^ battalion of the guards, and another of tlie 
^ regiment of Picardy, fcaled the great crown- 
work on all lides. d he orcier was o:dy to makegood 
a lodgment there j and this was as mwclx as could be ex- 
pefted. But fome of the black ir.oulqiietaiics having 
penetrated by a private paliage they dilcovc red, up to the 
inner intrenchmerit of this fortification, foon made 
themfelvcs mailers of it. At the fame time the grey 
moufe]uetai res forced tlieir way through another |:)afs. The 
battalions of guards followed them j they llev/ and pur- 
fued the bcfiegcd : the moufquetaircs had let down the 
draw-bridge that joined this work to the reft j they fol- 
lowed the enemy from increnchment to intrenchment, 
both on the arm and the main body of the Scheld *, 
the guards prelied forward in compact bodies ; and 
the mou{t|Ucraires had made their way into the town, be- 
fore the King knew that they had been able to carry the 
firft work attacked. 

This, however, was not the moft extraordinary cir- 
cumliaiice in this acl ion. It was naturally to be flip- 
poll’d tiiar a number of young moufquetaires, intoxicated 
with iuc.u!'j, might have fallen tumuli uouily on the 
troops and riie citizens that would have aliembled to op- 
pols them in the ilis’cis ; and that either they would be 
all killed in the Icullie, or get tlie better and fall a pil- 
laging the town, inftead of lids, thefe young fol- 
diers, under the command of a Cornet, named Moiflac, 
at once drev/ up hi rank and lile behind Ibmc waggons ^ 
and while the troo})s that followed formed themfclves 
without tl'.c ieaft contufion, other moulquetaires got pol- 
feflion of tlie houfes on each fide, to protect by their 
fire their friends in the ftreet. i iollages were quickly 

exchanged 
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exchanged on each part, the Council of the city was 
fiimmoned, which difpatched a deputation to the King ; 
and all thefe matters were tranfaded without pillage, 
confufion, or the leaft excefs of any kind. 'I’he King 
made the garriron prifoners of war, and entered Valen- 
ciennes, all-oniilied at becoming mailer of it fo eafily. 

He had, befides, the glory of taking Ghent in eight 
days time % and Ypres in feven f- # n/r 
Thefe were all his own exploits; but ]( \ 

he had itill greater luccels by Im Ge- 
nerals. 

In Germany, ’tis true; the MarfhalDuke of Luxem- 
burg, at the commencement of the war, 
fuffered Philipfburg to be taken before his 
face, attempting in vain to fuecoiir it at the head of 
fifty thoufand men. The General who took Philipfburg, 
was Charles V. the new Duke of Lorrain, heir to his 
uncle Charles IV. and, like him, defpoiled of his domi- 
nions. 

He poirefled all the qualities of his unfortunate uncle, 
without any of his Luilts. He commanded the 
forces of the Empire a confiderable time with great 
credit. But though he had taken Philipfburg, and was 
at die head of fixty thoufand regular troops, he could 
never get footing in his own dominions. In vain did he 
bear this motto on his flandard. Jut nunc^ aut riunquamy 
‘‘ Now, or never.” Marflial C.requi, ranfoir.ed from his 
imprifoninent, and become more prudent from his de- 
feat at Confarbruck, ever kept the entrance into Lor- 
rain barred againft him. He defeated him in the fmall 
adlion of Kokersberg, in Alfacc ; and har- 
railed and ‘fatigued him without intermiflion. 166*7.^* 
He took Friburg while he was looking on, 
and beat a detachment from his army, at Rhinfield. 
He paffed the river Kins in his prefence, purlucd him 
towards Oflenburg, attacked him in* his retreat, and 
haVing immediately after carried the fort of Keil 
Iword in hand, he proceeded to Strafburg, where he 
deltroyed the bridge, ovei* which that city, which re- 
niaincd ttill free, had fo often granted a paffage to the 

VoL. I, M Imperial 
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Imperial armies; fo that the Marflial de Crequi thus 
repaired one rafli adion by a feries of fucceffes intircly 
owing to a more prudent condud ; and might, perhaps, 
have acquired a reputation equal to that of Turcnnc, 
had he lived a little longer. 

The Prince of Orange was not more fuccefsful in 
Flanders, than the Duke of Lorrain in Germany ; lie 
was not only obliged to raifethe fiegcs of Maeftricht and 
Charleroi, but after having fiificred Conde, Rouchain, 
and Valenciennes, to fall into the hands of Louis XIV. 
he lolt the battle of Montcallel to Monfieur, in at- 
tempting to relieve St. Omer. The Marfmds Luxem- 
bourg and dTlumicres commanded the army under 
him. 

It was faid that an overfight of the Prince of Orange, 
and an expert movement made by Luxembourg, decided 
the fortune of the day. Monfieur charged with a 
bravtry and prelence of mind nut at all expeded from 
fo efteminaie a i^rince. There never w^as a ilronger in- 
iLince to prove that valour is not always inconfdlcnt 
with fuch a charader. 'i'his Prince, wlio iifed fre- 
quently to drefs himlelf In female attire, and had all the 
manners of a woman abvOUt him, behaved on this (>cca* 
fion as became a General and a foldier. TTe King his 
brother, ’tis laid, w^as jealous of his glory. lie fpokc 
but little to him on the fubjedl of the vidory, nor did 
lie even go to view the field of battle, though he was near 
the fpot. Some friends of the Duke of Orleans, who 
Mn'ch quick-fighted tiian the refi, pre- 

' dided to him at the time, that he would never 
‘ have the command of an army again *, and 
they were not miltaken. 

So many towns taken, with fo many battles won, in 
Flanders and Germany, were not the only fucceires of 
Louis XIV. in this w'ar. Count Schomberg and Mar- 
Ilial Noaillcs defeated the Spaniards in the Lampour- 
dan, at the foot of the Pyrenees *, and attacked them 
even in Sicily. 

Sicily, ever fince the time of the Tyrants of Syra- 
cufc, during which ^ra it had been of fome conlidera- 

tion 
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dominion of ftrangcrs ; being fnbjeft fucccfTively to 
the Romans, the Vandals, the Arabians, the Normans, 
under the valTalage of the Popes, the French, the fjer- 
mans, and the Spaniards ; ftill hating its mafLers, and 
revolting from them, without making any citcdfual 
ciTorts wam-tliy of liberty, and continually exciting fedi- 
tions for no other purpofe than merely to change their 
fetters. 

'I'hiC Magiffrates of MelTinahad jufl: then commenced a 
civil war againll their governors, and invited the French 
to their aflillance. A Spanifn fleet had blocked up tiieir 
port, and reduced them to the extremities of famine. 

The Chevaher Vaibellc was immediately fent to their 
relief, quire through the Spanilh fleet; and carried a 
fnpply of provifions, arms, and men into the town. 
Afterwards tia* Duke of Vivonnef arrived with feven 
men of war of fixty guns each, two more of eighty, 
and feveral ure-lltips. lie defeated the enemy’s fleer, 
and entered Me Hina in triumph. 

Spain was now obliged to foiirit an alliance with the 
Dutch, its anrienc enemy, to afiut in the de- 
fence of 'mcily, as they were generally confi- 
dcred to be mailers of the fca. Ruyter failed ^ 

to its fuccour from the larthcil part of the Zuyder'/ee, 
])?A\Wi the Streight, and joined to twenty Spanilh fnips 
twenty- three large nmn of war 

And now the French, who, though joined with the 
Fn^iilh, were not able to beat the fleet of 

O' ^ ^ ^ ^ InnH 

Fioiland alotvq gained fingly n vicfory over 
the Dutch and Spanilh fleets combined toge- 
ther 1 he Duke of Vjvonne, being obliged to remain 
at Memna in order to keep the people quiet, already 
dircontcnted wnth their defenders, left the conduct of 
this action to Du Quenc, Vite-Admirh of tlsc fleet; a 
man equally fmgulir with Ruyter ; wh.o had, like him, 
‘Arrived to Ifi'^ rank in the navy bv his pcrfonal merit 
•dmne, but never before had the foie command in a fca- 
<^agao£4i7;enr, having hitherto only drftinguifhcd himlelt 
the Captain of a privateer, and never as an Admiral. 

M 2 But 
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But thofc who are born v/ith a genius for any art or 
fciencT, particularly for command, arrive quickly, and 
with cafe, from the commencement to the perfeftion of 
tl'ieir pLirluics Du-Qticne iliewed himfelf an able fea- 
officer againfl Ruy ter, in being able to obtain even the 
inconfiderablc advantage over him he did, in the firft 
adiom But he engaged the two adverfe fleets 
16*7^6 fecond time, off Aoufta in which battle 
Ruyter received a mortal wound, which put a 
period to his glorious career. 

He v/as one of thofc men whofc memory remains Hill 
in veneration among the Hollanders. He commenced 
his fea-faring life as a cabin-boy, or captain’s fervant J, 
which circnmflaiice only renders himthemore rclpcdablc. 
Ilis name is not held inferior to the Princes of Nallau. 
The Council of Spain gave him the title and the patent 
of a Duke ; an odd and an abfurd dignity to be conferred 
on a Republican. But this grant did not arrive ’till 
after his death j and his children, worthy of fuch a 
father, fpurned at adiftindion Ibfolicited in monarchies, 
but to which the charader of a good citizen is in- 
finitely fuperior. 

Louis XIV. had greatnefs of foul enough to be af- 
feded at his death *, and when he was congratulated on 
having got rid of a formidable enemy, he replied, “ I 

cannot help feeling for the lofs of a great 
“ man.” 

Du-Quene, the De Ruyter of France, attacked the 
combined fleets a third time, after the death of the 
Dutch Admiral, and gave them a total overthrow, burn- 
ing and making prizes of many of their fliips. The 
IVlarnul Duke of Vivonne had the principal command 
in this adujii j but Du-Qiienc had, neverthelefs, the 
lionour of die vidory. 

Lucnl!u''>, Coiule, fic. were Inft.incesof ilie latter charafler. Tranjl, 
•(' Aoiiiia, Avgfia, or Agulb, a Duchy in Piedmont, belonging to 

rj-Toinia. Id d. 

^ Sir Cloud ‘fly Shovel, one of our diftinguifhed Admirals, was the 

li;]',.'. 1 id, 

A' 
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Europe was aftonifl'ied to fre France become in fo 
fliort a time as formidable at lea as at land; but thele 
armaments and vidorics ferved only to Ipread an aiarm 
throughout all the European States. The King of 
England, who had commenced the war fur the fervicc 
of France, was now ready to take part with the PrjnCe 
of Orange, who had lately married his n ece. Be^ 
Tides, the glory acquired in Sicily was purchaled at too 
expeniivc a rate. In fliort, the French eva- 
cuated Mcllina, at a time that it was thought * 

they were btxoniing mailers of the whole 
Ifland. Louis XIV, was much blamed tor having, 
tiuring this war, undtrtaken enterpnzes which he did 
notlupport; and for abandoning MclTina, as v/cll as 
Fioliand, after fuch fruitlefs cpnqutfls of them both. 

Idowevcr, ’tis to be ftillformidable, tohavefullained no 
other misfortune than merely not being able to keep 
all that one has gamed, lie harraded his enemies from 
one end of Europe to the other. The war in Sicily had 
coll him lefs than it did Spain, weakened and defeated 
every-where. He alfo railed up new enemies to the 
Houle of Aultria; fomenied the troubles of Hungary i 
and his xlmbalfadors at the OtromanCourt prelled it to 
carry the war into Germany, though he ought, for t!:e 
lake of decency, to have lent troops to oppoli thofe very 
Turks, whom his intrigues had brought into theEmpiic. 

Fie was fingiy an over-match for aibhis adverfanes ; 
for at that time Sweden, his only ally, wageci but an 
imfucccfsfiil war againll the Elector of Brandeubuig. 
This Prince, father to the firll King* of FruHia, had 
begun to give his country an importance among the 
States, that has been greatly augmented lince. He had 
lately taken Pomerama from the Swedes. 

It is remarkable, that during the whole courfe 
of this war, there were continual conferences in agiU" 
tion for peace ; iirll at Cologne, through the incdfcdtual 
mediation of Sweden; and afterward:! at Nimeguen, by the 
idelefs interference pf England ; whofe interpolicion was 
then become a piece of ceremony as futile as the ar- 
bir^'ation of the Pope was at Aix-la-Chapellc. Louis 
M j XIV. 
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XIV. was, in etFeft, the foie arbitrator. He delivered 
in h’s propofitions on the 9th of April, i6;8, in the 
midfl; of his viftories, and gave his enemies only to the 
tenth of May to accept them. He afterwards in- 
dulged the Siates-General with a further interval of fix 
weeks, upon their moft fubmifiive application. 

His ambition was no longer turned towards Holland. 
That Republic had been either fo lucky, or politic, as to 
appear only as an auxiliary in a war undertaken for its 
cicilruclion. The Empire and Spain, at liiil merely auxi- 
liaries, were now become the princij^al parties. 

The King, in the conditions lie impofccl, favoured 
the commerce of the Dutch. 1 leTiirrendered MaeEricht 
to them, and reilorcd fome towns to Spain, to ferve as 
barriers to the United Trovinccs; viz. Charleroy, Coiir- 
tray, Oudenarde, Ath, Client, and Limburg ^ but he 
referved to liimfeif Bouchain, Condc, Ypies, Valen- 
ciennes, Cambray, Maiibeugc, Aire, St. Ointr, Caffel, 
Charlemont, Lopering, Bailleiil, dzc. which compre- 
hended a conhderable part of Ekinders. "i'o tliefe 
he added Franclic-Comte, which he had twice con^ 
quered ; and tlieie two Lioviiices were an acquifition 
worthy of tlie w'ar. 

He ilipuhued only for Friburg, or Phiiipfburg, in 
the Empire, and left the choice to the Emjieror himlelf. 
Lie rcinftated the two brothers Lurllemberg in the 
Eiflioprickof Strafburgh, and in theirellates, ot which the 
Emperor had defpoiled them, and wlio lield one of them 
at that time in prifon. 

He was the inflexible proteflor of Sweden his ally, 
and now unfortunately at variance with Denmark and 
Brandenburg. He obliged Denmark to reftore every 
thing flie had taken from Sweden, to lower the impofl: 
of pafiage to tlic Baltic Sea*, and to re-eftablifli the Duke 
ot Holltein in his efiates; compelled the Eledor of Bran- 
denburg to deliver up Pomerania, which he had con- 
quered 5 and confirrqcd the treaty of Weflphalia in eve- 

* Through the Sound, a flrau between Sweden and Denmark, be- 
Jonging to the latier, whi^.h takes toll of all fliips pailir.g from ijic 
Ocean to the* Baltic. Travfiator^ , ' ' 
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ry art'cle. His will was a law throughout Europe. In 
vain did the Klcdor of Brandenburg write him a mofl 
fubmiirive letter, in which he ftiies him My Lord, ac- 
cording toufage*, conjuring him to leave him in pol- 
iefiionofwhat he had acquired, andaffuring him ot his at- 
tachment and his fervices. His fubmiflion proved as in- 
etfedual as his refillance, and the vanquiOier of the 
Swedes v^as compelled to reftore them all his conquefts. 

At this time the AmbalTadors of France claimed pre- 
cedence before the Kledors. The hdedor ot Branden- 
burg propofed various forts of modes to quality this 
pundilio, before he would treat at Clcves with the 
Count, fincc Marllial; D’Eftrades, Ambaffador to the 
States-General. But the King would not fuffer a per- 
lon who reprefented him to give place to an Elcdor; 
fo that tlie Count D’Etbrades could not negotiate. 

Charles V. had eltablifhed an equality between the 
Grandees of Spain and the Eledors-, the Peers of 
France claimed therefore the fame rank. At prefent 
we fee how this point is adjufted, as the Ambalfadors of 
the Electors are put on the fame footing with thole of 
Kings, in the Diets of the Empire. 

Vv ith regard to Lorrain, he oftered to re-eftablhh the 
new Duke Charles V. ; but refcivcd his dominion over 
Nanci, and all the high-ways. 

Thefe conditions were impofed with all the haughti- 
neis of a Conqueror; but yet were not fo very unreafon- 
abic as to cxalperate his enemies lb tar as to unite them 
together in one ddperate elTorc againft him. He dida- 
ted to Europe as a vidor, but treated with them at the 
lame time as a politician. 

He contrived, at the conferences of Nimeguen, to fow 
jealoufy among the Allies. The Hollanders were impa- 
tient to fign, againft the opinion of the Prince of Orange, 
who was at all events for continuing the war : their 
argument was, that Spain was too weak to fecond 
them, Ihould they continue it. • 

* 1 cannot fee how the cxprcfGon of My Lord could be deemed any 
part of the condefrenfion, when Voltaire acknowledges it to be flon 
A pel Ton who concludes a Icucr with “ 1 am your mod obe* 
tliciu fcivant,” docs not deiabn himfclf as a vaflab Traridator. 

M 4 Tfyg 
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The Spaninrds finding that the Dutch had accepted of 
peace, complied rd lb, pleading that the Empire had not 
jfii/ficientJy exerted itfcJfin the common caufe. 

In fiiort, the Germans, abandoned by Holland and 
vSpain, acceded at lull to the terms, leaving t!ie King in 
pofleliion of Friburg, and confirming the treaty of 
Weftphalia. 

Nothing was altered in the conditions preferibed by 
Louis XIV. Mis enemies indeed, at firfi, made lome 
extravagant requilicions, in order to dilguile their weak- 
nefs ; but Europe reeeived its laws and peace from him. 
The Duke of Lorrainwas the only party who rctulcd to 
accede to a treaty which appeared to be fo injurious ro 
him. He choie rather to remain a wandering Prince in 
the Empire, than a mock Sovereign in his own domi- 
nions, without power or conl^uence, and waited till 
time and his own valour Ihould efiedt fome favour- 
able revolution. 

^ While the conferences ofNimeguen were 

^666'!°* carrying on, andfour days afterthe plenipoten- 
tiaries of France and Holland had figned the 
peace, the Prince of Orange made Louis XIV. fenliblc 
what a dangerous enemy he had in him. Marlhai Luxem- 
bourg, who had blockaded Mons, having received an ac- 
count of the peace, became inattentive to any lurcher ope- 
rations of the fiege, and was at dinner in the village of 
St. Denys, with the Attendant of the army, when thg 
Prince of Orange with all his troops falls upon the 
Marlhal’s quarters, which hcfoiced, after a long, obiii- 
^late, and bloody action. 

From this exploit he expeclcd, and with 
' reafon, to have obtained a lignal victory - for 

he not only attacked, which is always an advantage, but 
he attacked troops who were not prepared, relying 
on the faith of treaties. MarlFal Luxembourg with diffi- 
culty iullained this unexpeSied charge; but whatever* 
advantage there was, hi the event of this aStion, appear- 
ed to be on the fide of the Prince of Orange, as his infan- 
try remained mailers of the field of battle. 

If heroes in the Icafl regarded the lives of common 
men, the Prince of Orange would not hav^ hazarded 
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this battle. He had certain intelligence that the treaty 
ot peace was figned ; he knew allb that this peace was 
advantageous to his country; and yet he hazarded his 
own life, and ficrificed thoufands of men, as the hrft- 
fruits of a general peace^ which he could not have pre- 
vented, even had he cut the French army to pieces. 
This adtion, equally inhuman as vain-glorious, which, 
however, was at that time more admired than cenfured, 
produced not any new article in the treaty, and coll, with- 
out any manner of advantage, the lives of two thoufand 
fhench, and as many Dutch foldiers*^. 

On refleding upon tins peace, it may beobferved how 
purrofes may be thwarted by events. Holland, againft 
whom alone the war had been undertaken, and who was 
likely to be inevitably deftroyed, loft nothing by it ; but, 
on the contrary, gained a barrier: while all her Allies, 
who had laved her from deftrudion, fuftained all the lofs. 

The King was now arrived at the very pinnacle of his 
grcatnels ; victorious ever fince he had begun his reign, 
having never laid ftege to a town without carrying it; 
fuperior in every circumftance to all his enemies united ; 
the dread of luiropc for fix fucceftive years, and iinally, 
its arbiter and peace-maker; adding to his dominions 
Franche-Comte, Dunkirk, and half of Manders ; and, 
what he ought to have confidered as the greateft of ail 
advantages, ibvereign over a people now rendered hap- 
py, and b' comc the model to all other nations. 

The lI6tel-dc-Ville, (.-r Town houfe of i^aris, fonae 
time after, in the year 1680, conferred upon him by a 
public ad the epithet of Grand or (T'eat, and ordered 
that this title alone Ihould for the future be placed upon 
all the public monuments. Some medals had been 
before ftruck in honour of him, containing this addi- 
tion, from the year 167^ ; and Europe, however 
jeah us of him, did not exclaim againft this dk 
itindion. 

* This was a tnoft unwarrantable and difingenuous afl, rs it could 
not I e judified but by adding the mcanneh* of a falfehood to it, in 
plea ing an ignorance of a fad he was apprifed of. There was more 
^han fpirit in it. TramUitor, 
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However, the appellation of Louis XIV. has prevail* 
eel in the world over that of the Gnat, Cuiiom rules 
every thing. Henry, who was with fo much jullice lur- 
named the Great, alter his death, is now commonly call- 
ed only Henry iV. ; but the name alone exprcuos enough. 
Monfieur le Prince is always called the Great Gonde, not 
only on account of liis lieroic adions, but for the fake 
of diftinguifliing him by fuch addition from the other 
Princes of that houfe. If he had been ftiied Coneie the 
Great, that title had itot iurvived ib long 

They fay the Great Corneille, to dirtinguifh him from 
his brother; but we never fiy the Great Virgil, nor the 
Great Momcr, nor the Great I'afio. Alexander the Great 
is no longer mentioned but under the fimple appella- 
tion of Alexander. Charles V. whofe fortunes were 
more illuitrious than thofe of Louis XIV. never obtain- 
ed the furname of Great. It has not remained to Charle- 
magne but as a ])ropcr name^. 1 itlcs are never re- 
garded by ]X)fterity. The fimple name of a man who 
iius performed noble acHions, imprdics on us more re- 
jpeCl than all ttie epithets that can be invented. 

* Here appears to be what the School-men call a dijlin^icn nxjithout 
r eiijjtTeuci', bc'wt’di the Great L'oiidc, and Conclc the Great, but 
the arp^ument is Ihli more curious j the lo^ic of which is, that a Cog- 
iicmen, which only notes a man Irom thertlf of his family, is iin mor- 
tal; but that which ccnoics his pre-eminence to all of his name, which 
is infinitely the greater number, foon pen flies. ‘Translator, 

f This is a Uraiige medley of comparifans, without any propriety 
ot (iiitmdit'n ; and cue of the temarks !!>, we appichend, not foundd 
Bprn reality : That, for ex^mple^ which rebaes to Alexander ; who is 
1)1 iverfally known by the name of Alexander tht Great, 'I'ho fame 
cp thei is condaufiy btflowed upon Poinpey, tiie rival of Julius Ctefar. 
but whatci-ef M. Voltaire may think of the importance of his own na- 
Ulh in gentraJ, and of (hole cfiaradcrs in paiticular which h;s na- 
litin has honoured with the appellation of Great ^ the confciit of tht 
i'rcr.ch nation alone is not fulfKicnt to eftablilli this epithet. Alexan- 
''tr deferved the n.iine of Gitat, in the opinion of ab the enlighitned 
jutit-ns then in being. Pompey was rurRained Great, by the undoubt- 
ed Metropolis <.f the V\^orld. both the die and theo'her had peiform- 
fU bich e.xJuUs as inriiled tium to that glorious addition. I’hey had 
iMl/ducd the moil fotmidable powers of Afia, and filled all tlic world 
woh altoriiihnitnt at tiic btilbancy of their' viduries. Henry I Vb of 
i) r re hp^d never extendtd his fuccuis beyond his o^n dominions, 
f.it grjnulun, Louis XIV. lud ovti-run Fiaudiu-Ccnuc and Flahders, 

w he ill 
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fhc telling of Strrfhurv ; Bcmhordiiient of Algiers \ Sub- 
mijfion of the Genoefi ; EmlMjJy from Siam ; the Pope 
infuhed in Rome *, and the LUStoratc of Cclop^ne difpiited, 

ambition oF Louis XIV. was not in the lead rc- 
llrair.ed by this general peace. 'Phe Empire, Spain, 
'Sind Holland, difbanded their extraordinary troops, but 
he flill kept all his on foot. He made conquers in the 
inidll of peace; and was fo aifured at that time of his 
power, that lie clFablillied in Mttz and in Bri- 
fac*, Courts of Jurifdidion to re-unite to his 

when they wer'' hot!) defenc4eL ; but he was not able to complete the 
touquell; of Hollaiui, even though he was at the gates of Aintt.rdam, 
and the Diitvli had not an aimy to oppolc his c ueer. In the le- 
(]uol, Ills (itrerals f'btr.in-.d lome vitlories ovtr the Prince of 

O ai.gc, they never RiUek fuPn a cleciuve llroke, I'Ut that lie was -rfl* 
\v.i\s a!'le to kc\’p thriii at bay, art! 10 give them battle in lix wctks 
again a! r every defeat ; nor could they, wiih all tlieir cFiorts, ever 
make another eonquell on the territories of tne Stages. General. 

In the uar that lucceeded the death of King William, Louis had 
the niurtihca'ion to fee his furnamcot Gicat melted down, as it were, 
in a Liies of defe-as and difallcrs, until he was at length obliged to 
luc fjr peace to tnofe very States which he had treated with i.ifolencc 
in his prnfperity. How was it poflible for a Prince to retain tiie epi- 
thet o( Citcat, HI the midit of fubje^U who found themfelves reduced 
to niiiciy by his ambiiion r who faw that ambition bbifej. and that 
idolized Monarch iinhino under dillcmper, and overwhelmed wididil- 
grace ? Refidcs, the peilonal charader of Louis was evidently deficient 
in that eritci prizing courage and intrepidity, which ate reckoned by 
all the world efloiuial ingicdiento in the conihtution uf a hero. 
^7 ramlatnr. 

* In the compilation inti. led Memoirs of Madeime de Maintenon^ may 
bo found ilu'fe Viotcs, in the liiiid Volume, pagezj. “ I’he rc-iinio,i 
“ <’f the Chambers of Metz and ol BcLnyon from whence we coU’ 
eluded that there had been a Council or Befauyon united to that of 
Metz. Upon this we cohiiilted all the authors, but found that theio 
never was a Council ai Beftn^on, inllituted for afcertaining what 
imighbouting lands might have belonged to Prance. There was ui 
f68c, only the Council of Bribe, and that of*Metz, commidioned ti 
it'-uniie to Ihance the tdhites that lh*‘y fliould judge might have been 
difniembercd fiom Allacc, and the Three Bifliopncks. it was the Par- 
1> iinrnt of UTancen that annexed, for a time, Mont-bcliard to Prantc. 


Crown 
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Crown all the lands that formerly might have been ap- 
pendages of Alface, or the Three Bifhopricks, but which 
had been in the pofleffion of other mafters time im- 
memorial. 

Several Princes of the Empire, the Eleftor Palatine, 
the King of Spain himfelf, who had fome bailiwicks in 
thofc countries, and the King of Sweden, as Duke of 
Deux-Ponts, were cited before thefe Councils, to do 
homage to the King of France, or fuffer the conhfearion 
of their pofTefirions, Since Charlemagne, no Prince had 
been ever known to affumethe pov/cr of mailer and judge 
oferowned heads, and to conquer countr.es by referij. ts 

The Eleftor Palatine and the Eleftor of I'reves were 
deprived of the feigniories of Falkemburg, Geimcr- 
jheim, Veldentz, &c. They preferred their complaints 
in vain to the Diet of the Empire, then affemblcd at Ka- 
tilbon, which contented itfelf with entering a formal 
proteil in their favour. 

But it was not enough for the King to obtain the pre- 
fecture f of ten free cities of Alface, under the fame title 
that the Emperors had held it. Already no perfon pre- 
fumed to talk of liberty in any of thofe tree cities. Siral- 
burg, indeed, yet remained a great and opulent city, and 
miftrefs of the Rhine, by the means of a bridge it had 
over that river, and tormed in idelt a poweriul repub- 
lic, famous for its arfenal, containing nine hundred 
pieces of artillery. 

Louvois had meditated a longtime to put his mailer 
in pofleffion of this place. Money, ftratagem, and fear, 
whfch had opened the gates of fo many towns to him, 
prepared the way for his entrance into Strafburg. Thq 
Magiftrates were bribed *, and the people were in a con- 
dernation at feeing, unexpeftediy, their ramparts fur- 
ronnded by twenty thoufand French. The forts which 
defended ihern on the fide of the Rhine, were no fooner 

• M. Vchr.ire fhoulj have excepted the Pope. But pet haps lis 
would notrank his Hulinefs in llu* lubo.dinate dais of temporal Prin- 
ces, coi.ruiering him as Sovereign of ihe fiierarchy, l^tamlator. 

I Curn-nand, cr Ull'cc of Govern. Ihid, 

attacked 
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attacked than taken. Louvois was at their 
e;ates, and the Burgomafters capitulated. 

The tears and defpair of the citizens, fond of 
liberty, prevented not the treaty of furrender from be- 
ing offered by their Magittrates, and the town from be- 
ing taken pofTefTion of by Louvois, in the fime dav, 
Vauban, by the fortifications with which he has fmcc 
furrounded it, has rendered this city the Itrongell barri- 
er of France. 

The King preferved no better meafures with Spain. 
FIc demanded the town of Aloft, with all its bailiwick, in 
the Netherlands, which his Minifters, he pretended, had 
forgotten to infert in the articles of the peace ; and up- 
on Spain’s hefitation, he blockaded Luxemburg. 

Ac the fame time he purchafed the ftrong town of 
Cafal from a petty Prince, the Duke of Mantua, 
who would have fold all his eftate to fupply his 
pleafures. 

On finding this Power extending itfelf on all Tides, and 
acquiring, during a time of peace, more than ten pre- 
ceding Kings of France had gained by all their wars, 
the alarm of Europe commenced anew. The iunpire, 
liolland, and even Sweden, being much difplealed with 
the King, entered into an affociation againft him. Eng- 
land threatened; Spain determined on war; and the 
Prince of Orange exerted hi mfclf to bring about an open 
dccl iration of it. But none of thefc Powers dared imme- 
diatOy ro commence hoftilities 

* It has been pretendeJ, that it was on this occafmn th€ Prince of 
Orange, afterwards King of England, had publicly laid of Louis XIV. 
*' I could not gain his fnendftiip, but i wtll deferve his elleem." This 
cxprdlion has been repeated by feveral of the aiiccdute-vvriters, and the 
Abbe Choifi fixes it in the year 1672, It would merit fome attention, 
ni feeming to give a didanrhint of the leagues that King William af- 
terwards lonned againft Louis XIV. ; but it is not tiue, that it was oa 
the peace of Nimeguen that the Prince of Orange faiil fo ; and it is 
ILli Icfs likely that Louis XIV. wrote to the Prince, “ You afk my 
** fnenciftiip, I fliall grant it to you when y«ii deferve it." This was a 
^■epiy adapted only to a vailal. Such infulting cxprelfions could never be 
ule of tovvcirds a Prince with whom he was concluding a treaty. 
"I hii letter is no where to be met with except in the compilation of 
Mai n tenon’s Memoirs ; and this collcflion has been much decried on 
3 C;ount of the nuniberlcL falfities contained in it, Koltaire, 


The 
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The King, already dreaded every-where, thought of 
no’hiiig but of renciering hiinfelf (lill more formidable. 
He advanced the power of his Navy beyond the hopes of 
the French tltemlelve';, and the concepti<jns of the reft 
or Europe. He Iccpt fixty theufand tailors on his efla- 
hlilliment; and tliefc nnriilv crews were rc- 
* ftrained by the fame firicc difeiriine which govern- 
itb’2. land-forces. England and Holland, tho’ 

groat maritime powers, had neither id many lea- 
rren, nor fuch good naval laws. Scw'oral corps of Ca- 
dets were ftationed on the trcnciers, and marine guards 
embodied in all the lea-ports, compoled of young men 
tradned up and inltrublcd in every art ncccirary to their 
protciTion, by mailers pa'd out ot tlie public tiealury. 

d'he harbour of 1 onion on t'rc Moditcrranean, con- 
f rucdfd at an immenfe expenug was capable of contain- 
ing a hundied men ofvvar. vdth an arlenal, and rvingnui- 
(cot liore-hoiifes. The poi t of Hrc ft was formed after 
rlie iarv’e mf del. Dunkirk and Havre dc-G'-acc 
were 1. lied with fldpping ; and Ixature was loiced al 
]*i Oi, he iol t. 

In fliort, the King had above a hundred fidps of the 
line, many of which were mounted w/irh a hundred guns, 
and lo.uc with more. He did net lutfei: them to rem.iin 
iille in thv!e ports. The fqiiadron under the command 
of Dii-Cfiicne, fcoured the leas infellcd by the Corfairs 
of Alguis and I’ripoly. He avenged hiinlclt on Al- 
gieis by the means of a new invention, which was dif- 
U)vered in copfcquencc of that aclive fpirit winch his at- 
tuition to the arts had excited in all pci Ions of genius in 
h:s age. This hai barons but ingenious contrivance 
was the ufe of homb-kctchcs, by which device mari- 
time tow ns might be udiuced to allies. 

A young man, whoie name was Bernard Renaud, 
(known by the aj'pdLition of LU:lc Revntid) witli- 
out ever having kfved on board a flip, became 
an excellent mariner by the mere force of genius 
and application. Colbert, wdio lUcd to beckon merit 
from the fluade, had frequently cqnfu I ted this man at the 
Admiralty-board, even when the King was prefent. 
Jt was owing to the aHiduity and inflructions of Renaud, 
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that the French from that time werctanght amore rogulnr 
and eafy manner of conftrudlno; velTels. He ventured to 
propofc in Council the bombardment of Algieis iVoin 
fliips at fea. No one bdbre had ever conceived the 
idea that a mortar could difeharge its bomb to any 
eifcct, except fixed on terre firma, I'he propolition 
was treated as an idle theory, and he fuflained all that 
contradiction and raillery which every projector mull: 
exped to meet with *, but his firmnefs, and that fort of 
eloquence which men are generally poffelTed of who 
arc ftrongly imprefied with a convidtion of their art, 
determined the King, to permit an experiment to be 
made of this new invention. 

Kenaud had five veffelsconftru^led, kdier than ordi- 
nary, but llronper built in timber, without upper decks, 
but with a falle one in the hold, upon which were fra- 
med cavities to receive the mortars. With this equip- 
ment hed'et fail, under the command of old Du-Quene. 
wiio was charged with tins enierj)n/e, but from winch lie 
had no hopes (dduccefs.DiiQn^hie and the Algerines 
equalM^cnilhed at the eflcct of the bombs, v/hen liiev 
law gr^Ppart of the town beaten down, and 
reduced to allies. But this art, extending to '* ' 

other nations, ferved only to multiply the ca- 
lamitiesof mankind, andhas been more than onccdeftriic- 
tivc to France, for whofe fcrvice it was firft contrived. 

The Marine being thus brought to perfection in fo 
few years, was the etfed of ColberUs afikluity; and 
T.ouvois emulated him in canfing above a hundred ci- 
tadels to be fortified, and building Huningen, Sar-Lou- 
is, ^lie fortrdies of Strafburgh, Montroyal, tXc. 

the Kingdom was acquiringfuch outward llreogth, 
therarts were held in honcur w'ithin; plealures and 
plenty every-where abounding. Paris was crowded 
with foreigners, who came to admire die Court of 
Louis XIV. whofe name was kno»vn throughout all the 
world. 

His glory and good-fortune were encrcafed rclll more 
from the weaknels of the general iiy of the coteinporary 
iTinces, and the dillrelfcs of tiieir ftates. The Empe- 
^ ror 
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ror I eopold was apprehenfive of the Hungarian 
malecontents, but more foof the Turks, who, invited by 
them, were preparing to invade Germany. The policy of 
Louis made him perlecute the Proteitants in France, 
thinking that he ought to put it out of their power to 
hurt him, at the fame time that it led him to proted, 
clandeftinely, the recufants and rebels of Hungary, as 
it might tend to his advantage. His AmbalTador at the 
Porte liad prefled the armament of the Turks, before 
the peace of Nimeguen *, but the Divan, from a Angular 
caprice, has ever waited until the Emperor was at peace, 
before it emitted a declaration pf war againll him. 
The war in Flungary was not commenced until 1682 ; 
and the year afterwards the Ottoman army, amounting, 
as has been reported, to the number of two hundred 
thouftnd men, augmented ftill by a large fupply of 
Hungarian troops, and obftrufted in its courfe by no 
fortified towns, fuch as there were in France, nor any 
forces capable of interrupting its career, advanced 
to the gates of Vienna, after having laid all the coun- 
try watte in its paflage. 

The Emperor Leopold quitted Vienna with precipi- 
tation, and retired to Lintz, on the approach of the 
Turks •, and when he was informed that they had invelted 
Vienna, he took no other meafure than to retire ftill 
tarcher from it to Palftiu ; leaving the Duke of Lorrain 
at the head of a fmall army, already harrafled by the 
Turks on its march, to fuftain the fortune of the Em- 
pire as well as he was able 

'I here was not then the lead manner of doubt 
but that the Grand-Vizier Cara-Muftapha, who com- 
manded the Ottoman army, would foon become mafter 
of Vienna, an ill-fortlficd city, abandoned by its fove- 
reign, and poorly defended by a garrifon, which, though 
nominally fixteen thoufand, was not above ten thou- 
ftmd eftedtive men. This was the crifls of a moft dread » 
ful revolution. 

• See the extraordinary particulars of tlie fiege of Vienna, in the 
cn tie j'Jafinen^ SiC, addreiicd to Madame the Marchionejs 
Chaie’ct. Filtsire. 


Louis 
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I.oiiis XIV. was in hopes, and with ^ood reafon, that 
Gernjany, overwhelmed by the Turks, and havin';- y.o 
rhiet to oppofe them hut one whofe had mcrealed 
the common terror, would be reduced to apply to the 
protection of Krancc. He had an army on the frontiers 
of the iMTipire, ready to defend it againft tlioie very ene- 
mies which his own intrigues had raifed up ag inft it. 
He might thus have become the Protedor of the Itm- 
pire, and procured his fon to be eleded King oL the 
Romans. He had before joined agenerousconducl with his 
political views, when the d'urks had threatened Auflria; 
not indeed by fending, fiiccoiirs a ferond time to the 
Emperor, but by declaring that he would not invade 
the Netherlands, but leave it in the power of the Au- 
llrian-S[)ani(h branch of the family to afilfl: tliat of Ger- 
many, then likely to be over-matched. He demanded 
no otlier conlidcradon for this inadiv ry than that he 
Ihould be fatisiied with regard to fevcral doubtful Ar- 
ticles in the d reaty of Nimeguen, and principally rc- 
Ipcding the Ikiiliwick of Alolt, wliicli had been forgotten 
among the prcdiminarics. He had raifed the blockade 
of Luxemburg in i6cS2, without waiting to receive fa- 
tisfidion in this po nt, and abftained from all hodili- 
ties during a wiiole year after. 

but at length this generofu y became exhaufted during 
th'c hegc of Vienna. * he k'paniib Miniftry, inllcad of 
laorliing;, rather incenfed him; and Louis XIV. fent an 
army into the L.ow-Countties, at the very time that Vi- 
enna was ready to lurrender, which was about the be- 
ginning of September; but, contrary to all probable 
Itupes, Vienna was refeued from its dillrefs. I he pre- 
fumption ot the Grand-Vizier, his effeminaev, his brutal 
contempt for the Chiiftians, Ifis ignorance, and dilatori- 
iicis, occafioned his dcftnidion. It required an excefs 
oi all thele faults combined, to have laved Vienna from 
perdition. , • 

_ John Sobieflti, King of Poland, had 
time to arrive to its rtbef; and with the 
junflion of the Duke of Lorrain, had only 
to pt-elent hlmfdf before tite Ottoman multitude, to put 
VoL. 1. N them 



tj! THE AGE OP LOUIS XIV, 

them to the rout * The Emperor rcnirncd to his ca. 

M wi'th the morcinacio/j ot Imwg quieted it. h, 

Va' (T.A Was his deJiverer was coming out of the 
paired by a 1 

church, .‘“^n^dSurfe upon this text: “Thao 
pre.icher hud giv ‘pi f,js name was /'ohn f.” 

tlae -e Torch to Don John of Auitna, alter the v, C ory 
7/ eranco t. We know, alfo, that many things which 
Tpea^ to be new, are only repentions. L he emperor 
Leopolti was at once triumphant and humbled. 

The King of France having novy no further meafures to 
keep, ordeix-d Luxemburg to be bombardd, icized upon 
Cotfrrray and Dixmude, in Flanders, took pofidbon of 
Triers, and rail'd tliefortilications. A U this was to lulfil, 
as was faid, the fpirit of the Treaty of N.meguen 1 iie 
Imperiahlts and the Spaniards negotiated with him at 
Ratilbon, while he was taking their towns ; and the 
peace of Nimeguen, thus violated, was changed to a 
Lee of twenty years-, by whida the King was per- 
mitted to keep poflelTion of 

the principality belonging to it, which he lud jult 

conqueietl^ even yet more formidable on the coaft 
of Africa, where the French were hardly 
known, before his time, except by the Oaves 
made by the Corfairs of Barbary Algiers, twice 
bombarded, lint Deputies to make fubmiffion, and luc 
for peace. They fet all the Chrilban flaves at liberty, 
and paid a mulft alfo inOead of receiving a ranfom, 
which is a double mortification to Pirates. 1 unis and 
’l‘ripQli made the fame fubmiffions. _ 

It may not be foreign to our fubjeft to mention th 
following circumftance. Damfreyille was the name of 
the Captain of the French Ihip which was ent to Ai- 
mers to receive the Chriftian captives, in the name ol 

* He had defeated them twice before. _ 

f See the B/ny m the Mamcis, &c. in which the difcourfe is 

wavs addrtli'ed to the fame perfon. . _ . 

I Gained over the TurkiQi Fleet in i S 7 1 . Tranjlator. 
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the King of France. After they were all aboard, foine 
Engliflimen who were amongfl: them, boafting to Dam- 
freville that it was in deference to the King of 
England they were fet at liberty*, the French Cap- 
tain fent for one of the Algerine Magiflrates, and de- 
livering them over to him, “ Thefe people, (aid he, 

pretend that they were not rcleafed but in the name 
“ of their ov/n King; mine, therefore, will not prefume 
“ to offer them his protedion. I return them to you 
“ again, and iFall leave you to fettle the point with the 
“ King of England;” upon which they were all put 
into chains again. I'he pride of the Englifli, the weak- 
nefs of Charles the Secoiufs governmiCnt, and the re- 
fped of the Nations for Louis XIV. are all fliewn by 
this llory 

And fuch was this univerfal refpccl:, that new honours 
were conferred upon his Ambaltador at the Ottoman 
Porte, particularly that of the Sofa even while he 
was humbling the people of Africa, who are under the 
protedlion of the Grand Seignior. 

The Republick of Genoa humbled itfelf (till more 
fubmidively towards him, than that of Algiers. I'he 
Genoefe had fold gun-powder and bombs to the Alge- 
rines ; and had likewife built four gallies for the fervice 
of Spain. The King forbad them, by his Envoy St. 
Olon, one of his Gentlemen in ordinary, to launch thofe 

* 1 don^t tKink that the (lory proves anyone of thefe tiiree articles. 
The Engliflimen mufl have been miftaken in the point, or it would 
have been folly, not pride, to have fpoi ted with their liberty. The 
iubmiflion of the Algerines Ihcwed only their fear, not their refpe^t ; 
and I do not fee why Charles the Second’s name is biouolu here into 
queftion, as no requifltlon had been made on his pair, in this tranf- 
adlion. All tnat appears plain fiorn the flory is, the piide of ihe Fiench- 
man in fo highly refenting the folly or ignorance of a parcel of unhappy 
wretches, his inhumanity in punilhing them fo Icveiely, and his inio- 
Jencein daring to alter the cartel, which had been given him in charge 
only to fee executed. At the fame tirnp, it, mull conflderably leffen 
ourrefpefl for Louis the Great, that he ftiould have acquicfccd both 
in the cruelty and irregularity of the attion. ^ra 7 )j]at 6 r. 

t 1 his privilege of the Sofa in Turkey, is the fame with that of the 
Tabouret in France, a right to fit in the Prefcnce. Uid. 
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fliips, and menaced them with immediate chaftifement, 
if they did not inftantly comply with his demand. 

The Genoefe, incenfed at this violation of their liber- 
ties, and depending too much upon the fupport 
of Spain, made him no fatisfaclion. ImmedLately 
fourteen men of war, twenty gallics, ten bomb- 
ketches, with feveral frigates, fet fail from the port of 
Toulon, Seignelai, the new Secretary of the Admiral- 
ty, whom the famous Colbert^, his father, had got ap- 
pointed to this poll betorc his death, was aboard the 
deer, Hiis young man, full of ambition, courage, 
wit, and adlivicy, w’ould be a foldier and a minifter at the 
fame time. He was Covetous of every kind of glory, ar- 
dent in all his undeitakings, and blended his pleafures 
witli his bufinefs, without interruption to either. Old 
Du Quene commanded the large fliips, and the Duke of 
Montemar tlie gallies •, both of vVhom were the creatures 
of the Secretary of State. 

* John-Bapf.iil Culbcrr, Marquis de Selj^nelai and Chautcaneuf fur- 
dier, Baron dc Sccaux, de Lenieres, d’Orinos, Miniller and Scctetary 
or State, Conunandci and High Trsafuier cf the King’s orders, Comp- 
troller-General of the Finances, Siipeiintcndant of the buildings, art'’, 
and nn-rnfaclures of France, nny be ]uttly Idled the abicll and bell; Mi- 
i)iiicr ih<it any kingdom in Fuiopc ever pioduccd. He attached liirn- 
kdl to Cardinal iMaxa’in, who hvcjrcd him with his confidence, and 
recommended him to the King as a man of unfhalten fidelity, ine'eia- 
tioablc application, and extenlive capacity. After tlic Cardinal’s death, 

i. cuis appointed Colbeit Comptsoll. r-(,encral of the Finances, which 
were in .cubic driorder : and he h id all the reafon in tin.* world to be 
plcafed wiiii this difpoftion. 'lo Lolbert alone, all .'he gloiy which 

j. oiiis aeopnicd l;y his e/teinai w.ns, ami inicrnai adimnillraticn, m^y 
be jufly attributed. Coibert improved and eltablified the jinance. in 
fu«h a Ml iiiner, as enabled the iling to maiiuabi armies that ail Eu- 
rope could not eppofe. Colbcat intioduccd and lupportcd inanu- 
f-idlmes, extended and prote«ftcd cop.imerce, and rrofed ihe marine of 
France to a moll toimidablc pitch of power. He advanced the libera! 
arts, by infitutitig academies, indnitrioully fearching after and re- 
waitling inciit ; invitirg aitills fiom all parts of Fmrope, and graiily- 
inp them with penfions adequate to their defert. He opened a com- 
munication between the two leas, by completing the canal of Langue- 
doc. Ido foirned and lortifed h.nboiiis; built docks and arfenals : in 
a word, there v/as not a remarkabb' work, either of magnifcencc or uti- 
lity in France, that did not owe its origin loCcl’oert, whom wc would 
pi jpoK as a perfect model of a miniilcr. frnr/jLuor, 

They 
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They arrival before Genoa, and the ten 
I)r)mb ketches diicharged foiiiteen thouiand ’ 

ihells into the town, which reduced to alhes a 
principal part ol thofe marble edifices wliich had intirled 
this city to the name of Genoa the Proud, Four thouiand 
men were then landed, who marched up to the grates, 
and burned the Suburb of St. Peter of Arena. It was 
now thought prudent to fubmit, in order to prevent the 
total deftruftion of the place. 

The King exaded that the Doge of Genoa, with four 
of the principal Senators, lliould come and imjdorc his 
clemency in the Palace of Verlailies • and led tiic Ge- 
noefe fliould elude the making this f.uisfaidion, 
and Icden in any manner the pomp of it, he infilled 
farther tliat the Doge, who was to pcrfoim tins embafiy, 
Ihould be continued in hi.s magillracy, notwidnlanding 
the perpetual law of Genoa, which deprives a Doge 
of ins dignity who is abfciit but a mo i cat from the 
city. 

Imperialo J .ercaro Doge of Genoa, attend- ^ ^ 
ed by the Senators 1 .oniellino, Garibaldi, Du- 
razzo, and Salvage, repaired to VeiTaiiles, in 
order to lubmit to every thing the King fnould require of 
them. TheDoge, apparelled in liisrohes of dare, his head 
covered with a bonnet of red velvet, which he often took 
od during Ills fpcech, made iiis fubmiluon, the va y woiais 
and demeanour of v^hich were diclatcd and pr-dcribed 
to him by Seignelai. 

I'he’King gave him audience, filting and covered: 
but as in all the aCiions of his lile he joined politcnefs 
with dignity, he behaved towards l/Tcaio and the Sena- 
tors with as much gracioufnefs as Rare X 'Fhe Mini- 
ders, Louvois, Croilly, and Seignelai, treated them 
with more haughtinefs; which gave the Doge oceahon 
to fay, ‘‘ The King captivates our hearts hv the man- 
ner in which he receives us, bijt his Mmiders 1 "c 
them at liberty again.’’ TiiC Doge v..us a man of a 

* Vet with all his gracloufiiers and ties is fome'id'w^ 

diigull-ng in the pride and inlblence oI this ad or. ot Lou»s XiV. 

N 3 lively 
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lively wit. Every one has heard the reply he made to 
the Marquis of Seignelai, v/hen he afked him what he 
found moft remarkable at Verfailles P To fee myfelf 
here/’ faid he. 

The extreme paffion that Louis XIV. had for every 
fpecies of parade, was ftill further gratified by an em- 
balfy which he received from the Kingdom of Siam, a 
country, which, till then, was ignorant that PTance 
had an exiftencc. This happened through one of thofe 
fingularities which prove the fuperiority of the Euro- 
peans above all other nations of the earth A Greek, 
named Phalk Conihance, the fon of a Publican at Cepha- 
lonia, chancing to be appointed Barcakn^ that is, Prime 
Minider, or Grand-Vizier of the Kingdom of Siam ; in 
order to confirm himfelf in his llation, and perhaps with 
a view towards an higher one, required foine foreign aifif- 
tance for Ids purpofes, but did not choofe to confide in 
the Englifii or the Dutch, who are dangerous neighbours 
in the Eaft- Indies. The French had lately eftabliflied 
fome Fadories on the Coall of Coromandel, and had 
tranfported the charader of their King along with them 
into this extremity of Afia. 

i 6?4 Conftance thought Louis XIV. a likely 

perfon to be flattered by a homage fo little 
expeded, and coming from fuch a difiance. PTe made 
religion too, themafier-fpring of all earthly politics, from 
Siam to Paris, fubfervient to his fchcmc. He fent, in 
the name of the King of Siam, his mafter, a folemn cm- 
baffy, with rich prefents, to Louis XIV. informing him 
that the Indian Potentate, enamoured of his glory, was 
defirous of entering into a treaty of commerce with the 
French nation, exclufively, and that he was alfo very 
near becoming a Chriftian himfelf. 

The grcarncls of the King, thus flattered, and his re- 
ligion impoled upon, induced him to depute to the King 

* This CLiricus rcninik is peTei^iy in the impofing manner of our 
Author. - hi what w^y does this iolLince prove ilic fuperiority of Eu** 

e over Alia; Afnca, and America ? ^ravJlator, 
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of Siam two Ambafiadors and fix J.^fuits •, to whom he 
afterwards added a body of eight hundred infantry, pro- 
perly officered and equipped. But the fame of this Si- 
amdeEmbalfy was all the advantage that accrued from it; 
for Conftance fell, about four years after, a vidim to 
ins ambition ; thofe few French who remained witii 
him were maffacred, the reft of his partil'ans obliged to 
dy, and his widow, after having been within reach of 
the crown, was condemned by the fuccefti)r of the King 
of Siam to ferve as one of the cooks in his kitchen, an 
office flic was born to. 

This third: for glory, which led Louis XIV. to dif- 
tinguiOi himfelf from the reft of the Kings of Europe, 
fliewed itlelf again in the haughty manner with which 
he behaved towards the Court of R(;me. Odeik 
calchi, Innocent XI. fon to a banker of Milan, was 
at that time on the EcckTiaftical I'hrone. lie w'as a 
man of virtue, afiige pontiff, and, though an inilifferent 
divine, a courageous, rcfolutc, and magnificent Erincc. 
He fuccoured the Empire and Poland again ft the Tin ka 
with his money, and the Venetians with his gallics ; 
and loudly exclaimed againft the condikl of Louis XIV, 
who affifted the Turks againft the Chrifiians. 

It was remarkable that a Pope fhouid fo warmly ef* 
poule the caufe of the Emperors, who ftile diemlelvcs 
Kings of the Romans^ and wTo would, if they could, 
reign perfonally in Rome. But Odefcalchi was born 
under the Auftrian fovereignty, and had made two cam- 
paigns in the Milancfc army. Llabit and humour go- 
vern inoft men. 

His pride was piqueil at the infolence of the King, 
who, on his parr, gave him every kind of mortification 
that a King of France could poffibly offer to a Pope, 
without feparating trom his communion. There had 
lor a long time obtained an abufc in Rome, which it 
was difficult to remedy, becaufe it, was founded on a 
punctilio of which the Catholic Princes were tenacious, 
d'heir Ambaffadors at Rome had extended their privile- 
ges, and the rights of afyftim attached to their c)ntra(fter, 
to an unrcalonable extent, which they comprehended 
N 4 under 
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under tlie denomination of ^'artier Thefe prctcnfion'i 
being always maintained, rendered one-halt of the city 
a fanduary le>r albmanner of ci imes. By another abufe, 
whatever was brought into Rome under the name of 
the Ambafladors, was exempted from duty. Com- 
merce duff e red, and the Ibte was impoverifned, under 
this pretence. 

Pope Innocent XI obtained, at length, from the Em- 
p)eror, the King ot Spain, du King of Poland, and the 
new King ot Eaigland Jaiues II. who was a Catholic 
prince, a renunciation of thele uncon fcionabic claims. 
Idle Nuncio Ranucci apiglled ta Louis XIV. to concur 
with the other Kings towards the peace and regular 
government of Kouie. But Louis being diilatisfieti 
with the i ope, 'eplicd, “ That he would never condud 
“ himf.lf by the exam')le of others ; it being his place 
ratiier to give, than take, cx'impie f.” 

Me lent the Marquis de lawardin on an 
cnib iiy to Rome, on purpole to iniuit the 
Pope. I.avardin madiC his entry into the cuy, in dc- 
Lance ot t^ie PeniiiTs interdldion, dcoried by tour 
hundred irr rine guards, an equal nurrd'ier ot Vviluntccr 
officers, and two liundred mendcivanis in livery, all 
armed. Me took potlefiion of the Vatican, of its en- 
virons, and of I'oj Church of St. Loiii.., about wh'cd 
he poital ce uineL, and ordered them to go tlic rounds, 
as m a garnlon. 

Trie iA’pe is the only foverejnrn power to wl'om iuc!\ 
an cmbaii'y could be Icc’t: lor the auihoiity he .iffuinc'; 
over crov, ned iieads, makes tiicm ever inclified to lium- 
ble him ^ and tac \/eaknefs of his ihuc leaves them at 
libcfty to do I05 without danger. All that Iniiocciu XI. 
v/as able to oppofe to the Marquis de Lavardin, was the 
worn out we pon oi excommunication*, arms which have 
now as little force in Rome itl’elf, as tiv y have eiie- 
wherc j but whicn,, however, are ttiil made tife of as a 

* A rrivilfged 

4 1 fee noihing msgiir.nimous in this anfwcr. It was merely ViUii 
£r,a inloient. Hv.* defervtd to have been made an cxnmpk of, for luch 
a ipceth. ilul there was noTpirit in the times. Irunjuaor, 

^ lurt 
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fort of ancient ceremony, as the Uope’s fohliers wear 
arms merely as an uniform. 

'fhe Cardinal d'Eilrees, a man of lenfc, but often un- 
fucceisful in his negoilations, was at th.u! rime RefiJenc 
from France at Rome. D’icftrees be-n-i oMi'^ed irc- 
quenrly to confer with the Marquis dcLivardin, could 
not aficrwards be ad mitred to an aiidie' C of the Pope, 
without firll receiving abfoluiion. He endeavoured to 
evade this form, in vain; lor Innocent Xf. would 
pronounce the words, in order ibil to preferve this 
ima'dnnry authority by the ufages on which it had 
been originally t()unde,d. 

l.oiiis, with the fame haughtinefs, but always fup- 
pcrtcd by his relources of policy, would give an Eleo 
tor to Cologne. Ifver occupied in lowing divili ms in, 
or inakinu war upon, the Empire, he was relolvcd to 
elevate to this Elecioratc Cardinal Euilcemberg, Bi- 
flurp of Straibiirg; his creature, the of lus inte- 

jells, and an irreconcileabie enemy to the Emperor, who 
]:ad imprifoned jiim in the preceding war, as a Herman 
who h.ad I old himlcif to Er.ince. 

I'iic ClurpUT of Cologne, like all the other Chap- 
ti:s of (E‘nuany, polfelies the right of nominating us 
ih’faop, w'iio irom thence becomes Elector of courlc. 
’] iiC perion who now filled this j'C, was Ferdinand or 
Bavaria, fcinurb/ the ally, but ait'TVvanis the enemy oi 
tire Kfing; as waN the cafe of oBrr Pimces. He was then 
at tiie point of death. Iha- liberal of his money, of 
his intiingies .le.u iiv-, pronfiles, among the Canons, pre- 
vailed up cj B.mm to eleei Furfeenfberg as liis Coadjutor; 
and a.'- ■' fire death oI tlie Prince, he v/as again elected 
by a majority of the fuffrages. 

i'he j ope, by the Germanic Concordat, has the right 
of conlerring the Bhliopiick on tire peribri elected, and 
the Emperor has that ot contirming him in the Eledo- 
rate. Tlie Emperor and Pope Innocent XI being cen- 
vinced that it wmuld be almoil the fame tiring to 
leave Furliemberg in polTeflion of the bkdorate, as to 
pla.e Louis XiV. himlcU there, joiiicd their intereRs 
• ' * to 
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to confer this Principality on young Bavaria, brother to 
the dcccafed. 

The King avenged himfelf on the Pope, by 
taking Avignon from him, and prepared for war 
againli: the h’mpcror. He fued the Elcdor Pa- 
latine, at the iame time, lor the rights of the Princefs 
Palatine, Madame, iecond v/iie to Monfieur ; rights 
which Ihe had herielf renounced in her articles of mar- 
riage. The war waged againit Spain in 1667, for the 
claims of Maria-Therela, notwithitanding it vvas a fimi- 
iar renunciation, proves plainly that covenants are only 
regarded by private per fens. 

d hus did the King, in the feimmit of his greatnefs, 
difturb, defpoil, or humble, almoft all the Princes of 
the other States •, but, in return, they almoll all of 
them confederated againft him *, 


CHAP. XV. 

Kin^ James dethroned Jy his Son-in-law^ William IlL and 
'protested by Louis XW» 

T H E Prince of Orange, more ambitious even than 
Louis XIV. had conceived fuch vaft projefts as 
might have appeared viuonary in aSLadtholder of Hol- 
land, if they had not been fupported by his courage and 
abilities. He refolved to humble the King of Prance, 
and dethrone the King of England. There was not much 
difficulty in uniting the States of Europe, fcparateiy, 
in a league againfe P'rance. The Emperor, with a 
part of the Empire, Holland, and the Duke of Lorraii;j, 

• Thus, notwithftanding the vaft encomiums laviflied upon Louis 
by the French writers, and whatever proof's he exhibited of 
fi(.ence, of opulence, of opprcllion and power, he fticwed but very few 
of real wiruom or policy ; for, by his rapacity, infolcnce and cruelty, 
he provoked all the State? of Europe to form a confederacy againft him» 
which llripped him of all his vain-glory, and reduced his people to 
indigence and mifeiy, 

Vv hat S-lluft fays, of the latter Romans, may jiiHIy be applied to 
Louis XIV ; Proinde qnaji hijuriam fa<erey id aemum fjfet imperio vtu 
And ail this 1 can do, becaale I dareA' TranJIaiory 

haa 
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had at firft contrafted a fecrct alliance at Au ^iburg^ 
Spain and Savoy afterwards joined them. The Pope, 
without being exprefly linked in the confederacy, was, 
however, the political foul of it, by his intrigues. Ve- 
nice affifted, without declaring openly*, and all die 
Princes of Italy were on their fide. 

In the North, Sweden was at that time conne(d;cd 
with the Imperialifls, and Denmark was an ufelefs ally 
to France. Above five hundred thoufand Protefhnts, 
flying from tiic pcrfecution of Louis, and carrying with 
them out of France their induftry, and their enmity to 
the King, weic a new body of enemies difperfed through- 
out Europe, fpiriting up the Powers to a war which 
they were fufiiciently inclined to already. (We lhall 
fpeak of the emigration of thefe Refugees, in the chap- 
ter on Religion). The King was furrounded by ene- 
mies on all fidcs, and had no other friend but King 
James. 

Junes, King of England, fuccelTor to his brother 
Charles II. was a Catholic, as v/ell as Charles, who, however, 
did not conform ’till towards the latter part of his life, 
and only then in compliance with his miftreffes and his 
brother; and this was the more eafy to him, as in rea- 
lity he had no religion except that of pureDeifni. His 
perfed indifference about all the articles which divide 
the minds of men, had not a little contributed towards 
the tranquility of his reign over England. 

James, on the contrary, from his youth attaclied by 
perfuafion to the Romifh Communion, joined to hi.s 
creed a fpiric both of party and of zeal. Had he been 
a Mahometan, or a difciple of Confucius, the Englifh 
would never havedifturbed his reign lupon that account ; 
but he had formed tlie defign of cftablinimg Catholicifin 
in his kingdom, which was confidered by thcl'e Royal 
Republicans in a very alarming light, as the religion 
of flavery 

It 

* In Vol. III. of theMemoi'Sof Maiame de Mainlenon, in the 
foiirth chapter, entitlrd, Of the King and ^een of England, we meet 
'Hth an unaccountable jumble of Tallities. • it is there faid, ih«t (he 
' ■ fuIlOkV- 



THE AGE OF LOUIS XIV. 


Ii is fonictinies cafy enoviph to eftablifli a le- 
lioion in a narion. Conllantinc, C lovis, Giiilavus Vala, 
and ( aii'cii bd.zabcth, intiocluccd a new one without any 
danger, each by diiierent means-, but ior inch revolii- 
tions theie aic tv\o things indifpenfibly requifite, a 
profound policy, and lucky ciixinnilances ^ but both of 
thefe were wanting to James. 

He was piqued at iceing fo many Kings in Europe 
defpotic j tlnn thofe of Sweden and Denmark had lately 

followinp; queR-on was propofed by the Civilians ; “ Whether the 
p^rople have a i rh: to rebel anainll the auihoniy which endeavours to 
ioice a belief upco them?” Hut here the afTair was quite the reverfe ; 
the En«lilh oppofed the King’s intention or' tolerating tiic Roman - 
Cathrlic religion, 'I’he point in difpucc was^ “ Whether the King 
had a power tocifpcnfc with the telKoach, in thofe whom he admitted 
to employments ?” 

The fame writer fay^ that Pope Innocent XL made the Prince of 
Orange a prefent ol tv. o kundretl ihoufand ducats, to go and extirpate 
the Roman-C'ail.olic religion in England. 

He llkewife atlirm*^, in the fame rofli manner, that Innocent XT. otr 
dered feveral ihouiand maRes to be laid for the Prince of Octngehs fne- 
cefs. It is well known that this poniill favouied the league of Augf^ 
burg, but he never afted in a manner fo ridiculous, and lu con ti ary to 
what he owed to his dignity. The Spanifn Envoy at the Hague, in- 
deed, 01 dered prayers to be pub'idy fud in his chapel for thefuctefs of 
the Dutch ilect, of winch Monfieur ti’AvtiUx lent advice to lus mailer 
Louis. 

This writer alfo gives us to undeiRand, that the Count d’Av.iux 
coiruptcd the members of the Hate; but he is rnillakcn heie ngaln, 
it was tiie Court d’PiRradc. He likcv/ife wiong in point &f time ; 
thii happened twen'y-four years befo.e, {see Mi. TEltiade’s letter to 
M'. de Lionne, Caitd bept. 17, tC 6 ^, 

The Idme aiuiior ha*; the alTui.ince to quote Rilhop Burnet, whom he 
makes 'o-lky, in exnti iRng a particular vice in the Piince of Orange, 
that “ he svas {ond only or back-doors^.’* Now there is not a finglc 
weld in all BurnetT HiRoty which bears the leall refeinblance to folow 
an exjirellion, and lo uruvoiiliy the pen of an hiRofian ; and though 
loti'e compiler of anec< oies may have pretended that Bifliop Burnet 
lul.ered fo indecent a paia^c to elcape him in tonverfaiion, fuch 
an obfeure leftimony oiigii' not fjreiy to pievail againft an authentic 
hdlory. Voltaire. 

Though Burnet did MOf uk* tn^ grofs exp'cliion mentioned above, 
\ci certain it is, h'* inlpai.ited lonicthlng alrnoil equivalent, to the 
j^ejedice of William’s ci ara-tler, by rc-ordiiig a (candalous report 
that /If Kinp nvas ad<Lc.{ti to a Itc/et a)icc. But this pail’uge is 
omiued m ;hc late ediuo.:: of kkni -I’s HiHo^y. ^fuvijlator. 

rendered 
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rendered themfelves fo*, and that, in fine, Poland and Fn- 
gland were the only nations in the world, Vv^here liberty 
and royalty lubfiiled together. Louis XIV. encouraged 
him to become abfolute at home, and the Jcfiiits piefied 
him to re>eflablifh their religion and their power along 
with it. 

But he conduced himfeif in both thefe attempts with 
fo little diferetion, that he only roufed a fpirit otrefent- 
ment in the people againd him. He began, at fird, as 
if he had already accomplidied his views j entertaining 
piiblickly at Court a Nuncio from the Pope, with c num- 
ber of Jefuits and Capuchins fending feven Engiiih Bi- 
fliops to prifon, whom lie might have gained over j in- 
fringing the Charter of the City of London, \\hen the 
policy would have been to have enlarged its privileges; 
iiibverting with a high hand the laws, of which he might 
filently have fapped the foundation: finally, conduc- 
ing himfeif with fo little management, that the Cardinals 
ol Rome iifed jedingiy to fay, “ that he ought to be ex- 
“ communicated, as one who v/as adivefor the ddlruc- 

tion of the fmall remnant of Catholicifm that dill 
“ exided in England^.” 

Pope Innocent XI. founded very little hopes on the 
proceedings of James, and condantly refufed his Con- 
ieilbr Peters a Cardinal’s liat, which he demanded for 
him. This Jefuit was an impetuous, artful man, who, 
giddy Vvith the ambition of becoming a Cardinal and 
Primateof Enghnd, hurried his maderto the biink of the 
precipice. The principal peiTonsof the kingdom united in 
iecret againd the King’s defigns, and fent a deputation to 
the Prince of Orange. Their confederacy was conduced 
with lo much fecrecy and prudence, that the Court had 
not conceived the lead idea of a defeCion. 

1 he Prince of Orange equipped a Beet to tranfporr 
between fourteen and fifteen thoufand menf. This 

, Prince 

* M. Voltaiie is a perfect Machidvel. Me gives cunning advice fur 
wicked purpofes. Trapjlator. 

t ihe author of Mainieinni’s Memoirs aflerts, that the Prince of 
upon the States Gencfal icfufsng to grant him a lupply, en- 
tered the ailemhly, and atldtelfed them in this' mrnne'- ; “ Geiulcinetij 
there will be awai, next Ipring, and 1 defiethat th]> prediiiioa may 
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Prince was only an eminent individual, whofe private 
fortune exceeded not five hundred thoufand florins f a- 
ycar. But fucli was his admirable conduft in public 
nffiiiis, that he had made himfelf intire m after of the 
treafures, the fleets, and the confidence, of the States- 
Gcneral. He was King, in effeft, in Holland, by his 
fpirit and addj-efs ; and James had forfeited all regal 
power in England, by his folly and raflinefs. 

At firft it was pretended that tliis fleet was deftined 
againft France. The fecrct was preferved inviolably 
by above two hundred perlbns. Barillon, the French 
Ambaflador at London, a man pf plcafurc, and better 
acquaiiited with the intrigues of James’s miftrefles than 
with thofe of Europe, was deceived •, but Louis XIV. 
was not impofed upon. He offered aftiftance to his aF 
ly, who then declined it, out of a weak confidence; 
and requefted it, foon after, when it was too late, and 
when the fleet of the Prince, his fon-in*law, was under 
fail. 

Evei7 thing failed him at once-, but he had been 
firft wanting to himfelf. He wrote to the Emperor 
Leopold in vain, whofe anfwer was, Nothing 
has happened to you, but what we had foretold.” He de- 
pended on his Fleet, but it fuftered that of the enemy to 
pals by. He mighthavedefended himfelf by land,atleaft, 
as he had an army of twenty thoufand men which had 
he led on to aftion, without affording them tinae to hefi- 
tate, would probably have fought with fuccefs ; but he 
gave them leifure to confider and refolve. 

Manyofhis General Officers abandoned him. Amongft 
ihefe was the famous Churchill, as fatal afterwards to 

be regiftered.” In proof of this he quotes the Count d’Avaux, and 
fays, that this Minifter faw through the whole defign of the Prince of 
Orange. It is hardly poffible to jumble together falfitles in a worfe 
manner. Nine ihouland tailors were rendy aflcmbled in the }ycsir 
1687. The Count d’Avaux does not mention a fyllable of this pre- 
tended fpecch of the Prince of Orange ; nor had he the Ic.^il fufpicion 
of that Prince’s real defign, till the 20th of May, 1688. hce his 
letter to the king, of that date. Voltaire, 
f The Dut;h florin is two fliillingi—fifty thoufand pound, per ann. 

Louis 
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Louis as to James, and fo illuftrious under the tide 
of the Duke of Marlborough. He was a favourite 
with James, his creature, brother to his miftrefs, and a 
Lieutenant-General in his army-, notwithuanding all 
wliich he quitted him, and went over to the Prince of 
Orange’s camp. I’he Prince of Denmark, fon- in-law 
to James, and his own daughter, the Princei's Anne, 
both forfook him. 

Upon finding himfelf attacked and purfued by one 
of his fons-in-law, and abandoned by the other-, defert- 
ed by both his daughters, his natural friends and hated 
even by thofe fubjedts who remained (till ot his party ; 
he faw his fortune defperate ; and flight, the laft refource 
of a conquered Prince, was the only rcfolve he was capa- 
ble of forming, without waiting the event of a battle. 

Finally, after having been Hopped in his flight by the 
populace, maltreated by them, and carried back again to 
London ; after having tamely fubmitted to the commands 
of the Prince of Orange in his own palace-, after fee- 
ing his own guards replaced by thofe of the Prince; ba- 
niflicd from his houfe, and made prifoner at Rochefter, 
he took advantage of the unguarded manner in which 
he was purpofely attended there, to quit the kingdom, 
and icek an afylum in France. 

This was the mra of true Fmglifli liberty. The Na- 
tion, reprefented by its Parliament, drew the line, fo 
long contefled, between the prerogatives of the Prince 
and the privileges of the People ; and having preferibed 
to the Prince of Orange the conditions on which he was 
to reign, chofe him for their King, jointly with Ids wife 
Mary, the daughter of James. From this time this 
Prince was no longer known in the greatefl part of 
Europe, but under the title of William III. lawful King 
of England, and the Deliverer of the Nation : in France, 
]io\\igver, he was only confidered as the Prince of Orange, 
and an ufurper of his father-in-law’s dominioni. 

The fugitive King came, with his wife, daughter T"- 
of a Duke of Modena, and the Prince of Wales, yet ‘ 
an infant, to implore the proredfion of Louis XIV. 
T he Qi^ecn of England, \vho had arrived before her huf- 

band, 
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band, was aflonifned at the fplendor which furrounded the 
Ki)ig t)! France, at that proiufion of magnificence which 
fhe bJudd at Verlailles, and Itill moic at the manner in 
which fne was received. T he King advanced to meet 
her, as far as Chatou “ I come, now, Madam, 

Fid he, to pay you a melancholy lervice; bat I liope 
“ 1( on to render you one more confiderahle, and more 
““ iortunated’ Thefe were his very words, lie then 
conducted her to the Palace of St. Germain’s, where 
Ihe met wiili the fame attendant'c as if fne had been 
Queen of France ; was i'upplied with every thing that 
convenience or luxury could req,uire •, with prelents of 
all kinds, of pokl, filvcr, plate, jewels, and filks. 

Among theie prelents was a piirfe of ten thoulknd 
louis d’ors laid upon her toilette. I1ie fame attentions 
were paid to her huftand, \^lio arrived the day alter 
her. Fie had fix humircd thoufand livres a-ycar dca- 
blilhedtor the fupporiol his houfehold, befides a number 
of prelents that were alio made him. Me had the King’s 
officers and guards to attend hin-. All this rccejition, 
however, was nothing, in compariion of the preparations 
that v/ere let on foot for reltoring him to his throne. 

The King never appeared fo great, as upon this oc- 
cafion ; and James appeared as mean, 'i'iiol'e peiions 
of the Court or City whole opinions were thought to 
be decifivc upon the charaTers ot men, held him in no 
manner of eileem. Me nffiociated chiefly with Jeluits. 
lie alighted at their College in St. Aneony’s-Strect, in 
Paris. I ic told ihefn he w'as a member of their fraternity, 
and, what isTlill more extraordinary, what he f-id was 
true. I le had got himfelf affociated in this Order, with 
certain ceremonies, by lour Jefuits, when he was Duke 
of York. 

d his meannefs of fpirit in a Prince, joined to the man- 
ner in which he had loll his crown, rendered him lo. con- 
temptible, that the Court Wits amufed themielves every 
day in w ritiiig ballads upon him. Driven from England, 

See the Letters ( f Madame dc Sevigne, and the Memoirs of Ma- 
dame de la Fa)ttte, otc. ’ ,, 
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lie was the jcft of France-, nor was his being a good 
Catholic of the lead fervice to him. The Arch- 
bilhop of Rhcims, who was brother to Louvois, faid 
publickly at St. Germain's, in his anti-chamber, ‘‘ There 

is a good Chridian for you, who has facrificcd three 
“ Kingdoms fora Mafs !” 

He received nothing from Rome, except Indulgencics 
and Pafquinades. In fhort, throughout the whole of 
this revolution, his religion was of fo little fervice to 
his caufe, that when tlie Prince of Orange, at the head 
of the Calvinids, fet fail to dethrone the King, his fa- 
ther-in-law, the Minider of the Catholic King at the 
Plague direfted Madcs to be faid for the l:appy fuc- 
cefs of his voyage. 

In the midlt of the humiliations of this fugitive King, 
and the liberalities of Louis XIV. towaitls him, it was 
an object worthy of attention to fee James touching for 
the King’s Evil, in the little Convent of the Englilh 
Nuns ; whether it is that the Kings of England arrogate 
to tlietrdelves this peculiar privilege, as pretending to the 
Crown of Ernnce ; or that this ceremony had bccnedab- 
lilhed among them from the time of Pkiward the Ih'rd. 

I'he King foon fent a convoy with him to Ireland, 
where the Roman Catholics dill formed a party that was 
thought ccnfidcrable. A fleet of thirteen fhips of the 
hid-rate, lay in Bred road to efcort him. All the 
Officers, the Courtiers, and even the Priells, who had 
followed James to St. Germain’s, had their journey to 
Bred defrajed at the expence of the King of Erancc. 
I’he Jefuit Innes, Re6tor of the Scotch College in 
P’aris, was appointed his Secretary of State. An Am- 
baflador, Monficur d’Avaux, was named to attend the 
dethroned King, and followed him in all the pomp of 
his public charader. 

A>ms and ammunition of every kind were dored aboard 
the fleer, with furniture and utcnfils, from the higheft 
accommodations to the mcaned ufes. The King went 
to take leave of him at St. Germain’s, where, as his lad 

* King of Spain, 
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gift, he prefented him with his own cuirafs, faying, iq 
embra' ing him, “ The beft wilTi I can make for you 
“ is, that I may never fee you again.” 

vScarcely had King Jan)es landed in Ireland, 
1^89^* v/ith his retinue, when twenty-three other large 
fliips of force, under the command of Cha- 
teau-Renaud, with a number of tranfports, followed 
him. This fleet having defeated and difperfed the 
Englifh Navy that oppofed its paffage, and fafely landed 
the troops, and on its return taken feven Dutch Mer- 
chantmen, came back to Breft victorious over the Eno-- 
lifh and laden with the fpoils ot Holland. 

Soon after this, a third fupply fet fail again from 
Breft, as alfo from Toulon and Rochefort. The ports 
of . In land, and the fea of the Englifh Channel, were 
filled and covered with Erench fliips. At length Tour- 
villc, Vice-Admiral of France, with feventy-two fail of 
large men of war, met with the Englilh and Dutch 
fleer, confifting of about fixty fliips*, and they had an 
engagement, which continued ten hours. 

iourville, Chateau-Rcnaud, d’Etrees, and Nemond, 
fignalized their courage and abilities in fuch a manner, 
March reflected an honour on France which the 
it()o! had not been ufed to. The Englifli and the 
July, Dutch, ftill then mafters of the Ocean, and 
1690. whom the French had but a little time 

before learned the art of arranging their fliips in battle- 
array, were entirely defeated. Seventeen of their men 
of war, difabled or difmafted, were run afliore, and 
burned by themfclves. The reft retreated to the 
T hanies, or fled towards the coafts of Holland, The 
French did not lofe a Angle veflel f . 

And ^ 

* Who would rot imagine from this expreflion that the French fleet 
had fuWued England f whereas the truth of the matter is this :,,The 
Fiench fquadron falling in with the Englifli fleet under Herbert, 
which was greatly in feiCor to them' in number, an engagement en- 
fued, in vvhich there was notone veflel loft on either fide; and the 
two fquadrons feemed to part by confent, Herbert put to fea, and 
Cn.iie <u-l^cnaud retired into Bintry-bay, in Ireland. TranJlator„ 
f The French fleet cenflfted of feventy- eight (hips of war, and two- 
and-lweiiiy iire-lhips ; whereas tne combined fquadrons of England 

and 



And nov/, what Louis XIV. had been wifning for 
twenty years, and which appeared before to be lb very 
improbable, happened at laft ; he had obtained the em- 
pire of the Sea. But this empire was indeed of 
Ihort duration. The enemies men of war fled before 
his fleet. Seignelai, who dared attempt every thing, 
brought the galleys of Marfeilles upon the Ocean ; 
and the coahs of England now faw this kind of vcfTcls 
for the firfl: time. By this means an eafy dclcent was 
made at Tinmouth, and in that bay above thirty mer- 
chant -fhips were burned. The privateers of St Malo, 
and the new harbour of 'Dunkirk, enriched both them- 
fc^ ^ es and the State by continual prizes. In a wmrd, for 
the i'pace of two years there was not a Ihip to be feen on 
the lea, except thole of France. 

King James did not fecond in Ireland thefe efforts of 
Louis XIV. He had with him near fix thoufand French, 
and fifteen thoiifand Irilh. Three-fourths of the King- 
dom had declared in his favour; and his antagonifl, 
William, was abfent. However, he profited nothing 
from thefe advantages. His fortune received tlic firlL 
check, before the little town of Londonderry. He 
preifed it by an obflinate but ill-conduded fiege, during 
lour months. The town was defended only by a Prd- 
byterian Elder, whole name was V/alker. This preacher 
laid let himfelf at the head o£ the armed citizens, and 
led them forth, as occafion ferved, either to pray or 
fight. He infpired them with hardinefs to brave death 
and famine ; and at length the Fridt obliged the King 
H raife the fiege. 

This firfl: dilgrace in Ireland was foon followed by a 
^'cater misfortune. William arrived, and marched 
^gainft him, The river Boyne feparated their armies. 

»nd Holla^ did not exceed fifty-fix, fo that the enemy had a fape.. 
lofity of twenty-two. In this engagement the Dutth loli fix (iiipb of 
■ line j and the lofs of the Englifh amounted to two. Admiral Her- 
then Lord Torrington, was deprived of his command, and lent 
pnloner to the Tower, in conlequentc of the complaints of the Slates* 
vvho atnrmed that he had facrificeti the Dutch Iqu-idron in 
^‘'gajement. Trapjlator, 
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William imdertook to pals it, in fight of the enemy, jf 
was barely fordable in three phiccs,^ 1 he Cavalry j'wain 
over, and (he Intanny waded acrofs, with the water ep 
to their ihoultiers ; but on the other fide they had a 
worafs * to traverie ♦, after which they were opposed by 
a ibcep aicciit, t!iat tcnijcd a loit or natuial iiinench- 
jTicnr. King William overcame all theie obibacles, 
brought up his forces in tliree columtis, and gained tlic 
battle. 

7'he Iriih, whom we have feen fucli good foldiers in 
France and Spain, have never delervcd tliat charadcr 
in their own country f. 'i’h'ere are among nations, 
fome which leem formed to be lubjed to others f . I'he 
Englifli have always had over the Irifli a fuperiority in 
genius, in opulence, and arms §. Ireland has never 
been able to throw otF the Kngliili yoke, fince it was 
conquered by a fingle Englilli Nobleman ||. 

Idle French ftcod their ground at the battle of t!ie 
beyne, but the Irifli gave way, and were put to tiiC 


* Hibernicc, a bog. ^ranf.aicr^ 

t This Hiewbihey aie roi DuhoLiH-ClcIs^ at ler.f}, Mr. \ olt.'ilre. IL 
T What a hazaided pohticn lie:c ! 'I'hc L'appjdocians theniicivcb 
were not natuvttlly formed to be fiaves ; and it not nulio unj fo, the -u- 
giiment can Lonovv no force fiom occalional coiuingcr.cy. Such ant\- 
pieihon cccld never have cfcapcd from ivlonietquicu’b pen. Uid, 

§ M. Voltal.e here Items to impute thefe advantages to the Knglilh, 
as if they were natural ones, and to reproach the Iriih with the accu^tu’ 
/«/ difadvantages they have laboured under of circumitances, fituation, 
and opprellion, as if thefe weie natuial too. But the lame ipfe dixit 
would ler\e to prove the fupen-ority of Engliflimen themfelves over 
their own countrymen, by comparing the County of Middlelex with 


the Shire of York. Ibid. ^ ' 

(I With what contumely does this fame hap hazard hlAorian 
of the poor Jrilhl “ Conquered by a faigh, or, as the krench is, 
a fanplc Nobleman.’’ Would not one imagine that he was fpftt '' 
ing heie of ^unbus Flefinft towing away the yjho\e 
fleet with a twilled packthread.? But the real llory was bpetiy th'y* ^ 
The nation was divided againtt itftlf. Two of its Kings, of ivbic^ 
there weic five, hafipcncd to be at variance with each other, and cn 
of them called in Henry II. to his aid. M. Voltaire does not name t **- 
Nobleman, to whom fingly^ or Jimply, he attributes this mighiy 
but I fuppofe he muft mcaii Richard Sciongbow, Earl of Strign , 
terwards Chepftew, becaufe he happened to command the firft 
the Kn^lifli that landed, and afterwards married the Irilk King’^dang 
u*r. ItiJ. 
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rout. Their King, James, who appeared not in the en- 
cragement, either ac the iieaJ of the French or of the 
irilh, was the fird to retreat ; and yet he had ever be- 
fore given proofs of perfonal valour : but there are 
times when a deprcflion of fpirlts may become an over- 
match for courage 

King William having had his fhoiilder grazed by a 
cannon-ball before the battle, was reported to be dead, 
in France. Th:s piece of falfe intelligence was received 
in Paris with an indecent and fltamcful rejoicing. Some 
of the fiibaltern Magidrates encouraged the citizens 
and populace to light Tondres on the occaiion. The 
bells were fet a ringing, and in many parts of the town 
were burned draw-images, defigned to reprefenr the 
Prince of Orange, as they burn the Pope, on fomc oc- 
cafions, in London. The cannon of the Badile were 
alfo iired, not by the King’s order, but through the in- 
difcreet zeal of the Commandant. 

It might be imagined, from all tliefe tokens of joy, 
and upon the credit of a number of writers, that fudi 
extravagant rejoicings upon the fuppofed death of an ene- 
my, were the elfed of the great terror with which he had 
infpired them All rhofe who have written upon 
this fubjc(d, both French and P’oreigners, have faid, 
that theic marks of fedivity were the highed eulogium 
that could be made on King William. Flowevcr, if 
one confiders the circumdances of the times, and the 
fpirit which then predominated, he mud plainly fee that it 
was not fear which produced thofe tranfports of joy. The 
citizens and populace are not apt to dread an enemy. 


* There are fuch charadlcrs in life, of men with valiant hearts, 
hut coward minds. Turenne, under whom he ferved, fpoke hand- 
fomcly of him ; and Marlborough, hearing the courage of King 
JameA^uellioned, faid, “ No, my old Mafter was per/onally bra^ve i 
“ but wanted the bell: part of a foldier, rejolution.^^ ‘Jranjlator, 

^ t And fuch imagination was right, notvviil»*ftanding M. Voltaire's 
invidious and difingenuous manner of folving the appearances. He 
certainly muil have been an objedi of dread, as well .is of averfion, 10 
ranee, both to its religion and ftate : as Generalifiimo of Holland, 
of England, and head of the Prouftant league. They were 
a.uamed of their haffy jcy, and gave this turn to it, afterwards. Uid, 
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unlels he is at their gates. So far from being i^nprefTrej 
with terror at the name of William, the coinmon people 
of France had the injuftice to defpife him. He had beer) 
generally defeated by the French Generals and the Vul- 
gar were incapable of judging how much true glory this 
Prince had gained even in his defeats. William, con- 
queror of James in Ireland, appeared not yet to the eyes 
of the French an enemy worthy of Louis XIV. Paris^ 
idolatrous of its King, abfolutely believed him to be 
invincible. 

Thofereioicings, then, were not the effefl; of fear, but 
of hate. The major part of the Parifians, born under 
the reign of Louis XIV; and inured to defpotic rule, 
regarded a King at that time as a Divinity, and an 
UTurper as guilty of facrilege. The common pet)plc, 
who had fecn James go every day to Mafs, abominated 
Vv^illiani as an heretic. The idea of a daughter and 
a fon-indaw driving their father fiorn a throne, oF a 
Proteftant reigning in the place ot a Catholic, in a 
word, of an enemy go Louis XIV. tranfported them to 
a degree of fury ; but the wifer fort behaved thcmlelvcs 
with more moderation. 

James returned to France, leaving his competitor 
to win more battles in Ireland, and to cftablifli him- 
felf on the throne. The French Fleets were then oc- 
cupied in bringing back the French troops whiebi had 
fought in vain, and the Irifli Catholic families, who 
being flripped of every thing in their own country, 
chofe to go and fubfitt in France on the liberality vt 
the King. 

It is believed that what is called Fortune, had very 
little part in this revolution, from firll to la(h The 
cdiarafters folely of William and James effected the whole. 
Thofe who love to trace the fources of events y?'' the 
coriduci; of men, may remark, that King William, attcr 
his viftory, proclaimed a general pardem ^ and thac 
King James, after his deleatj in paHing through a little 
town, named Galway, hanged up fom of the Citizens, 
who had advifed the lliutung their gates againll li-niu 
Of two men afting in fuch different manners, it was 
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rn cafy matter to forefee which was moft likely to 
prevail. 

There dill remained, however, feme towns in Ireland, 
which held out for James v among which was Limerick, 
garriloned with above twelve thou land men •, and the 
King of France, ft ill fupporting the fortune of James, 
feiit over three thoufand regular troops to its afilftance. 
To this fervice he added the further liberality of lup- 
plying every thing neceffary both to the forces and the 
jclief of the numerous inhabitants of the city. Forty fail 
of tranfpor.t fliips, convoyed by twelve men of war, car- 
ried over all poftible fuccours of men, ufenfils, and ac- 
coutrements ; engineers, gunners, bombardeers, with two 
hundred mafons; faddles, bridles, and houfings, for above 
twenty thoufand horfe; cannon, with their carriages-, 
mufliets, piftols, and fwords, for twenty-fix thoufand 
men-, befides provifions and flioes. 

Limerick, though befieged, being thus provided with 
every thing fufBcient for its defence, cxpedlcd to fee its 
King draw his fword upon that occafion. But James 
appeared not, the town furrendered, and the FTench 
fliips made a fecond voyage to Ireland, to bring back 
to France above twenty thoyfand Irilh foldiers and in- 
habiiants. 

What is, perhaps, more extraordinary, is, that Louis 
XIV. was not difeonraged by all diefe fruitlefs attempts. 
He had a heavy war to fuftain, on his own parr, againft 
the greateft part of Europe; and yet he ftrove ftill 
to reverfe the fortune of James by one decifivc adion, 
and to make a defeent in England with twenty 
thoufand men. He had affemfaled cliem between Cher- 
bourg and La Hogue Above three hundred tranf- 
ports were ready to receive them at Br^ft, Tour- 
with fotty.four men ol war,' kept cruifing 
^ the Coaft of Normandy, to efcort them, and 
P Etrees arrived from the Port of *Touloii, with thirty 
mips more. ' 

Two fea-ports in France, tn the coaft of Normandy, 
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tr there be fome misfortunes which arc owinp; to bad 
conduL% fo there are others which aiile merely from bad 
fortune. The wind, which was at firft favourable to 
D’Etrees’s fquadron, happened to change; which put it 
out of his power to join Tourville. His forty-tour 
ihips were attacked by the united fleets of England and 
Holland, which confided of about a hundred fail. Su- 
periority of numbers carried the day, and the French 
were obliged to yield, after an engagement of ten hours. 
Ruffel, theEngliQi Admiral, purfued them for two days. 
Fourteen large fhips, two of which mounted a hundred 
and four guns each, were run,afliore, and the Captains 
fet fire to them, to prevent their being burnt by the ene- 
my King James, who faw this dilalter, {landing on 
the fliore, faw at the fame time all his i'uture hopes 
fwallowed up in the waves. 

This was the firft check which the fortune of Louis 
XIV. had received by fea. Scignelai, who, after Col- 
bert, his father, had brought the Navy of France to 
its height, had died towards the latter end of 1690. 
Pontchartrain, who from the poft of firfl Prcfident of 
Brittany, had been raifed to the office of ^5ecrctary of 
State for the marine department, fuffered it not to de- 
cay. The fame fpirit reigned ftill in the adminiflration. 
France had, the very year after the difgrace at La Hogue, 
as large a fleet at fea as fhe had before ; for Tourville 
was at the head of threefcore fliips of the line, and u’E- 
trees commanded thirty; befides thofe that remained in 
jn ^ harbour. And even four years after, the King 
fitted out an armament, more confiderable Hill 

* The Englifh hiflorians fay the French fleet amounted to fixty- three 
faips of the line, and that a greater number of the French than of the 
Englifli were engaged. Certain it is, Ruflcl’s own fliip difabJed the 
Rifing Sun, a ihip of one hundred and four guns, commanded by Tour- 
ville in perfon. She was burned bv Sir Ralph Delavali near Chcibijf’'g, 
together with the Admirable, another firfFrate, and the Conqueraiu, of 
eighty guns. Eighteen other great fiiips of the Flench fleet ran into 
La Hogue, where they were attacked by Sir George Rookc, who de- 
flroyed them, and a great number of tr^-nTports laden with ammuni- 
tion, in the midft of a terrible fire f:cm the enemy, and in bght of the 
Irifh camp. TranJIator. • 

that 
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than any of the former ones, to convoy James over to 
ar the head of twenty thouland men. But 
tliiT licet only jull (liewed itfclf; for the meafures of 
jani-s’s p'lrry in England, were as ill conducted, as 
thole of his protector were wcdl planned in France. 

I'here was now no refource left for the partifans qf 
the dethroned King, but in confpiracies againft the life 
of his rival. Almoft all thole who engaged in thefc plots, 
fuftered capital puniihment; nor was it believed that, 
even had tlicv fuccceded, he would have recovered his 
kirvrdoH'n again. He pafled the remainder of his days 
at Germain’s, where he was maintained by the 
bounty of Louis, and a penfion of feventy thoufand li- 
V1V9, wliich he was mean enough to accept privately 
Irom his daughter Mary, in whole favour he had been 
dethroned. 

He died in the year 1700, at Sr. Germain’s*, and 
iomc Irilh Jefuits pretended that miracles were per- 
i‘o med at his tomb They even talked at Rome of 
canonizing after his death, a Prince whom they had 
abandoned during his life. 

Few Princes were more unhappy than James ; and there 
is no inlhncc, in h ftory, of any family being unfortunate 
Inr Inch a length of time. The firft of his ancellors that 
was King of Scotland, whofe name was likewife James, 
atrer being detained prifoner in England eighteen 
years, was aiTall'nated, with his queen f, by the hands 
of his own lubjefts. James II. his fon, was kill- 
ed, at nineteen years of age, fighting againft the En- 
glifli J. James Ilf. after being imprifoned by his fub- 
jefts, was flain by the rebels in an engagement. James IV. 
perilhed in a battle which he loft. Mary Stuart, his 
grand daughter, driven from her throne, and a fugitive 
in I^ngland, after having languiflicd eighteen years in a 

* It was ridiculoufly pretended that his rclfques had cured the Bi- 
fliOp of Autun 0*" a hllula. Koltaire, 
t The queen was only wounded, and recovered. Tranjlator^ 

I He was killed by accident, at Roxburgh, M* Voltaire writes 
ol^^n withi'Ut book. Ibid, • 

^ prifon, 
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priibn, faw* herfclf condemned to death by Englifh 
Judges, and loH: her head on a IcafFold. Charles I, 
grandfon of Mary, King of Scotland and England, wa-j 
fold by the Scotch, fentenced to death by the Engliih, 
^nd died on a fcafFold before the eyes of his people. 
James, his fon, the fevcnth of his name in Scotland, and 
the fecond in England, who is our prefent fubjc^t, was 
driven out of his three kingdoms; and, to add to his 
misfortune, even the legitimacy of his fon was dil- 
puted. This fon, in attempting to regain the throne 
of his anceftors, only branghc his friends under the 
hands of the executioner; and' we have fince fecn 
Prince Charles-Edward, uniting in vain the virtues of 
his forefathers and the courage of King John So- 
biefl<y, his grandfather by the mother’s fide, perform- 
ing exploits and fuffering misfortunes almoit incredi- 
ble 

If any thing could juftify thofe who believe in an 
unavoidable fatality, it would be the continued fuccef- 
fion of misfortunes which have befallen the Houfe of 
Stuart during the fpace of above three huiidred 
years. 


* M. Voltaire is the firft hiftorian that ever made a hero of him. 
He might have faid the fame of him as he does of his father, in the. 
Icutence before, and neither more or lefs. 7ra?iJluior^ 
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CHAP. xvr. 

Of what po. jfed on the Continent while King William was, 
invading England,^ Scotland, and Ireland^ till the year 
7'he Jecond burning of the Ealatinate, The Vi^orm of 
the Marjhals Catinat and Luxemburg, 

N ot being willing to interrupt the chain of the 
affairs relative to England, 1 now return to what 
palled on the Continent. 

The King, while he was thus forming fuch a naval 
force as was never exceeded by any other (late in Europe, 
had to contend with the Emperor and the Empire, 
Spain, the two maritime powers of England and Hol- 
land, both become more formidable under one head 
Savoy, and almoft all Italy, One alone of thefe enemies, 
England or Spain, was formerly fufficient to have ruin- 
ed France ; but all together now were not able to make rhe 
leaft impreffion upon her. 

Louis XIV. had almoft conftantly five armies on foot 
during the courle of this war, Ibmetimes fix, but never 
Eds than four. The troops in Germany and Flanders 
often amounted to the number of a hundred thoufand 
effodtive men. The frontier places were nor, however, 
Etc ungarrilbned. The King had four hundred and fif- 
ty thouland men in arms, including his marine forces. 

1 he Turkifli Empire, fo powerful in Europe, Afia, and 
Africa, never had lb many ; and even rhe Roman Em- 
pire had not more, nor had it ever fo many wars to fui'- 
tain at any one time. Even thofe who blame 
Louis XIV. for having made himfelf fo many enemies, 
sdmire him for the meafurcs he took, not only to defend 
hirffielf, but to prevent attacks. 

Ihele enemies had not yet either intirely declared 
rhemlelves, or united together: the Prince of Orange 
had not yet fet fail from the Tcxel to drive his father- 
jn-iaw into exile, when, France had her armies upon the 

* Wilham lir. 
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frontiers of Holland and on the Rhine. The King had 
fenthisfon, the Dauphin, who was ililed A'lcnfeigneiir^ 
into Germany, at the head of an army of a hundred 
thoufand men. 'J'his Prince was m.Jd in his manners, 
niodeft in his behaviour, and feemed to be the very 
counterpart of his mother. He was then about twenty- 
feven years of age. This was the firlt time lie had ever 
been inrrufted with a command, after his character had 
afforded fufficient alfurance that he would not make an 
ill life of it. I'he King faid publickiy to him on his de- 
parture, My fon, in deputing you to com- 
“ mand my armies, 1‘furniili you with an 
opportunity of proving your merit. Go 
and difplay it before all Europe; fo ihat when I die, 
it may not be perceived that the King is no 
“ more.*’ 

I'he Prince had a fpccial commiffion given him for the 
command, as if he had been merely one of the Generals 
whom the King had chofen for the campaign. His father 
nfed to addrefs his difparches To our fon the Dau- 
phin, our Lieutenant-General, commanding our armies 
“ in Germany.” 

All matters had been fo provided and difpofed before- 
hand, that the fon of Louis XiV. whofe name and pre- 
fence was to contribute to the eclat of this expedition, 
might not lliffcr any kind of difgrace. Marfhal Duras 
w'as in t ffcT the Generaliffimo. Boufflers had a body of 
troops on this fide tlie Rhine, and Marflial d’Humieres 
anotiicr towards Cologne, to watch the motions of the 
enemy. 

Heidelberg and Mentz were taken. The fiege of 
Philipfburg, w'hich is always the firft manoeuvre in a 
war with Germany, was commenced. Vauban conduft- 
ed the fiege, and all the articles not incUided in hjs 
department were intruded to Catinat, then Lieutenant- 
General, a man capajble of every thing, and formed for 
all kinds of bufinefs. 

Monfeigneur arrived at the Camp fix clays after the 
trenches were opened. He imitated the conduft of hi^, 
father, hazai-ding his perfon only where it was neceffary, 

buf 
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but pot raflily, aflable to every one, and liberal to the 
foldiery. The King was lenfible of a perfect latisfac- 
tion in having a fon who copied without excelling him, 
and who rendered himfclf beloved by every one, with- 
out giving caufe of fear to his father. 

Philiplburg was taken in nineteen days; Nov. n, 
Manheim in three; Franckendal in two ; and i6S8. 
Spires, Triers, Worms, and Oppenheim lur 
rendered as foon as tlie Fiench prelented ^ 
themfelves before their gates. 

The King was determined to make adefert of the Pa- 
latinate, as foon as.thefe towns were taken. His defign 
in this was to cut off the means, of fubfillence from the 
enemy, rather than to take revenge of the Eledlor Pala- 
tine, who was guilty of no ocher offence than having done 
his duty, in uniting with the reflof the Empire againft 
France! An order was fent to the army from Louis, 
figned Lguvois, to reduce tiie whole country to alhes. 

The French Generals, who could no': retufc obedi- 
ence, gave notice, in the very mklllor winter, to t!iC ci- 
tizens of ail thofe liourifning and welk built towns, to the 
inhabitants of the villages, and to the Fords of above 
fifty caftles, to quit their dwellings, as every thing was 
immediately to be deilroyed by fire and 
fword. Men, women, old people and chil- 
dren all fled away with the utmoff precipita- 
tion. Some v/andered about in the iields, and the red 
took flielcer in the neighbouring countries; while the 
military, who are generally quick to execute and exceed 
commands of rigour, and flow to obey thole oi clemen- 
cy, burned and pillaged their country, Thc7 began 
with Manheim and Heidelberg, therehdcnceol the Elec- 
tor, whofe palaces v/ere deftroyed v/ith as little remorfe as 
the citizens hpufes. Even tombs were broke open by the- 
''*^"f!!pacity of the foldiers who expeeded to have found 
feme concealed treafures there ; t^nd the allies of the dead 
were Icaacrcd in the air. 

This was the fecond time that this fine country had 
^ been laid wade by Louis XlV. But the flames with 
which Turenne had*burned two cities and twenty viE 
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lagcs of the Palatinate, were butfparks in comparifori of 
this laft conflagration. All Europe beheld this adion with 
horror. The Officers who executed the command, were 
alliamed of being the inftruments of fuch barbarities. 
The blame was thrown upon the Marquis de Louvois, 
become more inhuman from that calloufnefs of heart 
which a long miniftry is apt to produce. He had, in- 
deed, given fuch advice j but Louis had it in his power 
not to have followed it. If the King had been a witnefs 
of this fpeftacle, he would himfelf have extinguilhed the 
flames. But he figned the order at his palace ofVer- 
faillcs, in the midli: of his pleafurcs, for the deftruc- 
tion of a whole country, becaufe he faw nothing in fuch 
a command except his power and the unhappy right of 
war*, tho’, had he viewed thefcene, he would have confi- 
dered nothing but the horror of it. The nations of Eu- 
rope, who till then had orily blamed his ambition while 
they admired it, now exclaimed againft his cruelty ; and 
all condemned his politics : for Ihould the efiemy ever 
penetrate into his dominions, as he had done into theirs, 
they would reduce his towns to afhes, in turn. 

This danger was to be apprehended. Louis, in co^ 
veringhis frontiers with one hundred thoufand foklicrs, 
taught Germany to make the fSme efforts. This coun- 
try, being better peopled than France, might be able 
to raife larger armies. They have more difficulty, in- 
deed, in levying, affembling, and paying them ^ and 
they are longer before they take the field : but tlicir 
flndt difeipline and patience under fatigues make 
them at the end of a campaign, as formidable as the 
French are at its beginning-* The Duke of Lorraioj 
Charles V. commanded them, I'his Prince, though 
Itill kept out of his dominions by Louis XIV. had pre- 
ferved the Empire for Leopold, and rendered him con- 
queror over the I'urks and Hungarians. He now cam4< 
with the Eledor of Brandenburg, to balance the for- 
tune of the King of France, He retook Bonn and 
Mentz, two towns that were very badly fortified, but 
defended in a manner which was eftcemed a model for 
the defence of places. Bonn did n6t furrender till after 

a liege 
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a fiege of near four months, and after Baron d’Asfeld, 
who commanded there, was mortally wounded in a ge- 
neral aflault. 

The Marquis d’Uxelles, afterwards Marflial of 
France, a moft prudent and wary General, had made 
difpofitions fo admirably contrived for the defence of 
Mentz, that his garrifon fuffered hardly any fatigue in 
the great fervice it performed : befides the care he took 
to provide for every thing within, he made one-and- 
twenry fallics upon the enemy, and killed above five 
thoufand of their men. He fometimes made one or two 
hdlies in a day : in fhort, he defended the place feven 
weeks, and furrendereli at length only for want of 
powder. t,. 

'Fliis defence deferves a place in Hiftory, both on ac- 
count of its own merit, and the manner in vvhich it was 
received by the Public. Paris, that immenfe city, 
v/lufe indolent inhabitants pretend to judge of every 
tiling, and who liave fo many ears and tongues with fo 
few eyes, looked upon d’Uxclics as a timorous perfon, 
and deficient in judgment. When this man, on whom 
every good officer conferred juft praife, after his return 
from the campaign, went to the play-houfe, the popu- 
lace hooted him, and cried out Mentz % upon which he 
VMS obliged to retire j not without heartily contemning, 
as everv wife man muft do, a people who are fiich bad 
judges of merit, but wliofe prai^, neverthelcfs, is fo 
much the objeft of ambition. 

About the fame time, Marfhal d’Humieres 
was beaten at Walcncourt^, on the Sambre, in 
the Netherlands, by the Prince of Waldeck*, 
but this check, though it injured his reputation, very 
little aftefled the French arms. Louvois, whofe crea- 

* 'Ihe Prince of Waldcck, who commanded the Dutch army, was 
by cl^n thoufand under the Earl of Marlbo- 

MarflTal d’Humieres attacked the foragers at Walencourt, and 
an oblhnaieyngaoenKnt enfning, was obliged lo retreat in confufion, 
vwth the lolsoi twoihoufind men, and fomc pieces of anillery, Mean- 
'V‘Ulc, a little, army of cbfervaiiou, commanded by the Prince de Vau- 
levelled pap of the French lines, on the fide oi C(3tir rav, and 
^ cd cont.'ibutions in the terjitories of France, Trunjlat^r, 


tufe 
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t«rc an(| friend he was, found himfclf under tV ncc^ 
fity of taking from him the command of his anTl^^ A no- 
ther General was to be fent in^ his room. The Kinjy 
chofe Marflial Luxembum, i|ain(t the inclinations 
of his Minifter, who hateo^lum, as,’ he had doniJi Tiu 
renne, “ 1 promife }ou,” faid the King to him, that 
“ 1 have had fonje pains to make Lo^vois afl rightly. 
“ I have obliged him to facriiice to the good of my fer- 
“ vice the enmity he bears to you. You are to write 
‘‘ only to me; your letters are not to uais through liis 
“ hands Luxembyrg then comnhanded in Idaiv 
ders, and Catinat in Italy. Maifnai'dc 1 urges defend- 
ed hinifelf very well in Germany! The Duke of Noail- 
les had feme fuccefs in Catalonia but under Lukern- 
burg in Flanders, "and Catinat in Italy, there was a 
continual fucceflion of vifioncs.' 1'hele two Generals 
were at that time eftcen\ed thegieateft in Europe. 

The Marlhal Duke of Luxemburg, in lomc parts 
of his charabler, refembled the Great Conde, whole pu- 
pil he was; a fiery genius, a prompt execution, a quick 
dilcernn^ent, a mind eager fur knowledge; b;^t too ex- 
renfive ^and irregular; continually engaged M iemalc 
intrigues, always in love, and even fometimes beloved, 
though deformed and i^Tay^ured ; having more of the 
qualifications of a hero, than of a wife man. 

J Catinat had an application and adivity in his difpo- 
fition, that made hjm capable of every thing, though 
he neyer piqued himl^f upon any one particular quali- 
fication. tie would have been as good a Minilter, or a 
Chancellor, as a General, in the earlier part of 


* Memoirs of Marlhal Luxembnrgji FoJtntrc, 
f His luc, cel's in that counciy was but l/n^ill. He had, iftdeed, re- 
duced Campredon in the mondi of^ay ; but be was afterwards oblig- ^ 
ed to withdraw the ^arrifon, ditmanile ti c p-lnce, and retreat to the 
frontiers of France with great prccipita icn. H'ra^jktor. , 

X We may peiceive, by Madame de Mi^intcnon’i Let'ers, that fiie 
was no friend lo Ma;ih^I Catinat. She Sf-pears to ha^e a very indif- t- 
Icrent opinion of him, and calls his mooedy/-r;V^ It would feem, 
that the little kB0vvledg|4vhicli this Lady had of men and b.ufnels, 
and the bad chcice^lhe m'ade^^ntriburfd t^t a Hide to the mbfofj 
tone# which afterwards befcl f»ce. ’ 'Fcmtre, 

his 
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he pradlifed in the law; but quitted that^profef- 
li^^n at the, age of twenty- three, becaufe he loft a caufe 
in which he had juftice on his fide. He then went into 
the army, and was at firft an Enfign in the French 
guards. In the year 1667, at the attack of the coun- 
terfearp of Liflc, he performed an adion in the prefence 
of the King, which required both underftanding and 
courage. The King took notice of him ^ and this was 
the beginning of his good fortune. He rofe by degrees, 
without making any intereft; a phjlofopher in the 
midil of war and grandeur, thofe two fatal rocks to 
moderation-, exempt from all prejudices, without the 
affedation of appearing to defpife them too much j a 
ftri’nger to gallantry and the arts of Courts, but a 
fincere friend, and an honeft man. He lived an enemy 
both to felf-intcreft and vain-glory, and was a philo- 
fopher in every thing, in his death as well as in his 
life. ' ^ 

Catinat commanded at that time in Italy, where he 
was oppofed by Vidor-Amadeus, Duke of Savoy, who 
was a wife, politic, but ftill more unfortunate Prince 
a warrior of remarkable courage, who always led his 
own armies, and expofed his perfon like a common 
man: no one better unde|ftoo|^ that (hifting kind of 
war which is carried on fh a rhountainons and uneven 
country, fuch as his was : he was aftive, vigilant, a 
lover of order, but fometimes guilty of errors, both as 
a Prince and a General. He is faid to have committed 
one in the bad difpofuion he made of his army before 
that of Catinat. The French G^eral took 
. advantage of his miftake, and gained a com- ^^600?* 
plete viSory over him in I|ghcof Saliices, near ^ 
the Abbey of Stafarda, from which that battle took its 
name. When there^ are f number of men killed on 
one fide, and h^ly any^on the other, it is a certain 
p^Sof^Thai-ih^army which is beaten, was drawn up 
on a ground where it muft neceffarily be overpowered. 
The French had only three hundred men killed, and 
the allied army, co^pmanded by flfe Duke of Savoy, 

four thoulandr Ajfer t^s battle/ all Savoy, ex- 
VoL. I, p cept 
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cept Montmelian, fubmitted to the King. Catinat then 
1691. niarched into Piedmont; forced thcicnemy^s 
entrenchments near Sufa ; took that town, to- 
getber with Villafranca, Montalban, Nice, deemed ia> 
pregnable, Veillano, Carmagnola, and returned after, 
wards to Montmelian, of which he made bimfclf mafter 
after an obftinace fiege. 

After ail thefe fucceffes, the Miniftry Icffened the 
army which he commanded, and the Duke of Savoy 
augmented his. Catinat, inferior in numbers to his 
conquered enemy, remained a long time upon the dc- 
fenfve; but at length having received a reinforcement, 
he defcendecl the Alps,- towards Marfuil, and 
169*3!’ gained a fecond pitched battle, which was 

the more, glorious, as Prince Eugene of Savoy 
was then one of the enemy’s Generals 
At the other extremity of P'rance, towards the 
Netlicriands, Marfhal Luxemburg gained 
169I battle of Fleurus; and, by the confeflion 

of all the Officers, this viftory was entirely 
owing to the fuperiority of genius in the French Ge- 
neral over Prince Waldeck, who commanded the allied 
army. Eight thoufand men taken prifoners, fix thou- 
fand kilkd, two hundred Hands of colours, the cannon, 
the baggage,, and the flight ‘'of the enemy, were fuffi- 
cient proofs of the viftory f. 

King William was juft returned back from his viftory 

* In this battle the Duke of Schomberg, Ton to him who ff*!! 
the Boyne, was mortally vsounded, fighting glorioufly at the head of 
a body of Vaadois in the jwy of Qreat-Britaia. In the preceding cam- 
paign, L'ati .at had beennObligcd to abandon Piedmont, when the, 
Duke of Savoy penetrated into Dauphine, and hiled all the fouthof 
France with confternation. Had he profecuted his fuccefs, he might 
have reduced Lyons, and all the towns in that neighbourhood ; but 
he was feized 'Aifh the fmalLpox, and fuppofed to be foothed in^<^ 
forbearance b) .he intiiguc* of the Fre-.ch Tvanjlator* 

f 1' .is victory, got by a g’-eat lupe i .rity of 
pnrehafed. The- Dutc^h infa.nry fought Wifh furpiifing refolution. 
The Dukt* of Luxemburg owned wall furprize, th*at they had fur- 
pafled the Sp.inith foot at the battle ot Rocroy. “ P.'ince Waldeck 
*’* laid In), (!ii;:ht always to reiut mber the French horic > audliha 
navtr the Dutch uila|^i'y.*^v. Ibt4» 
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oyer his father in-laW. This great genius, ever fertile 
in refouiPces, made more advantage of a defeat of his 
party, than the French often did ot their viftorje s. He 
had been obliged to have recourfe to intrigues and nego- 
ciations, to procure men and money fuiT’cn* it to oppofe 
to a King who had only to fay, “ I wnl.” 
Neverthelefs, after the defeat at 1: Icurus, he 
came to oppofe Marfhal Luxemburg with art ^ 
army as (irong as that of the Ftench. 

They each confided ot about eighty thoufand men j 
but Marfhal Luxemburg had already invefted . , 

Mon% when King William thought the 
French had hardly left their winter quarters. Louis 
himfelf came to be prefent at the fiege, and entered the 
town the ninth day after opening the trenenes, in fighc 
of the enemy’s army ; after which he returned to Ver- 
failles, and left Luxemburg to difpute the field dur- 


ing the whole campaign, which ended with the battle of 
Leule ; a very fingular addon, in which 
twenty eight I'quadrons of the King’s houfliold 
troops, with the gendarmerie, defeated feventy- ^ 
five Iquadrons of the enemy’s army. 

The King next repaired to the fiege of Namur, the 
ftrongeft place in the ISetherlands, both by its fituation, 
which is at the confluence of the Sambre and the 
Maefe, and by its citadel, which is built on locks. 
He took the town in eight days time, and the 
caftles in twenty-two ^ while the Duke of Luxem- 
burg prevented King W.lliarn from palling the ^ 
Mehaigne, at the head ot eighty thoufand men. to raife 
the fiege. After this conqucfl: Louis returned again 
to Yerlaiiles, and Luxemburg ftiil continued to make 
^ forces of the enemy. At this time 

tee battle ot Steinkirjjf was fought, cel brated for the 
^^ ^urag ^,^^(ifpiayed upon that occafion. A fpy, 
\Vir General had in the army of, King 

1 lam, was difeovered, and compelled, before he was 
^ to execution, to write a falfe information to Marfhal 
immediately upon the receipt of 
tHligence, took fuch 'meafurcs as muft probably 
P 2 occafion 
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occafion his defeat. His army was attacked^ at day; 
break, while every one was afleep in their tehfs, and a 
brigade put to flight, before the General was apprifed 
of it. Without the extrcmeft aftivity and bravery, all 
would have been loft. 

It is not enough to be a great General to prevent a 
defeat*, it likewife requires well-difciplined troops, ca- 
pable of rallying •, General Officers fufficiently fl^ilful 
to recover the troops from their diforder, and well dif- 
pofed to do lb *, for a Angle Officer of rank, who is 
inclined to take advantage of the general confufion to 
caiifc his General’s defeat, might eafily do it without 
cxpofing himfelf to a deteftion. 

The Marlhal was then ill; a fatal circumftance, at a 
time when uncommon aftivity was required; 

Aug.^3, danger reftored him to his ftrength, 

^ * It required prodigies not to be overcome, and 
he performed them. He changed his ground, gave a 
field of battle to his army which before had none, re- 
covered the right wing, which was all in diforder, ral- 
lied his forces three times, and three times charged at 
the head of the houfliold troops; and all this in lei's 
than two hours. He had with him in his army Philip, 
Duke of Orleans, then Duke of Chawres, afterwards 
Regent of the kingdon, a grandfon of France, who was 
then not above fifteen years old. He could be of no 
fervice for a decifivc ftroke ; but it contributed net a 
little to animate the foldiers, when they faw a grandfon 
of France, a .mere boy, charging at the head of the 
King’s houfliold troogs, and, though wounded in the 
fight, returning again to the charge. , 

A grandfon and grand-nephew of the Great Condc 
both ferved in this army as Lieutenant-Generals. One 
of thefe was Louis of Bourbonv\. called Monftcur 
Dukc^ and the other Francis-Loui^’^^JJnnce ^ 

both rivals in courage, wit, ambition, and'Tame. Mon- 
fieur the Duke was of a more auftere difpofition, 
had perhaps more folid qualities, and the Prince o ^ 
Conti more brilliant ones. Being both called 
public voice to the command of armies, they earn/iw 
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!on<yed for that honour, which, however^ they never 
obtained becaufe Louis, who knew their ambition as 
well as their merit, never forgot that the Prince of 
Conde had made war againft him. 

The Prince of Conti was the firft who recovered the 
army from its confufion, by rallying fome of the bri- 
gades, and making the reft advance. Monficur did juft 
the fame, without ftanding in need of emulation. The 
Duke of Vendome, grandfonto Henry IV. was likewife 
a Lieutenant-General in this army. He had ferved ever 
fince he was twelve years of age; and though he was 
then above forty, had never yet commanded in 
chief. His brother, fhe Grand Prior, was by his fide. 

It was necefiary that ail thefe Princes fliould put them- 
fclves at the head of the King’s hoiiftiold troops, with 
the Duke de Choifenl, in order to drive a body of Eng- 
lifh from an advantageous poft, on which the fuccefs of 
the battle depended. The French houfiiold and the 
Englilh guards were the beft troops in the world. The 
{laughter was great but the French, animated by the 
croud of Princes and young nobility who fought about 
the General’s perfon, at length carried the poft. The 
regiment of Champagne defeated King William’s guards, 
and when the EngUfli gave way •, the reft were obliged 
to yield. 

Boufflers, who was afterwards Marlhal of France, flew 
with a body of dragoons from his ftation, at fome. 
diftance from the field of battle, and completed the 
victory. King William, after having loft about feven 
thoufand men, retired in as good order as he had at- 
tacked *, and always beaten, and always formidable, he 
ftill kept the field. This viftory, which was owing to 
the valour of the young Princes and the flower of the 

^ * prince ofj^temberg, wh^' commanded the attack on the 
a body of Britifh, Danilh, and Dutch troops, 
mg lilmreU in danger of feeing overpowered by numbers, fent an 
i * e Camp twice to demand fuccoursof Cbunt Solmcs, who headed 
j but that Officer derided his diffrefs, faying, “ Let us fee 
vv at Iport thefe Englilh bull-dogs will make.” Jn this battle, the 
Angus, (General Mackay, Sir John Lamer, Sir Robert 
■vLfougias, and many other gailint Briiifh Officers, loft their lives. TranJI. 

P 3 nobility 
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robil’fy of the kingdom, produced an cfxcft at Court 
in h^-City, and in the Provinces, that no former fuc. 
ceisfui battle had ever done. 

Monfieur the Duke, the Prince of Conti, M. de 
Vendome, ,and their friends, on their return honie from 
this Campaign, iound the roads lined with people, whofc 
acriamations and exprtfiions of joy were carried even to 
aidegree of madnefs. The women' ail flrove to at. raft 
their regards, llie men. at that time wore lace-cravais, 
whieh took up fome time and pains to adjuft. The 
Princes having dreil'ed thcmfelvcs in a hurry, threw 
tjiefe cravats negligently about their necks. '1 he ladies 
wore handkencjiids made in this falhion, which they 
called Sit inkirks, h’vtry new toy was a Suinkirk, Any 
young man wlro happened to have been prefent at this 
battle, V, iS looked upon with dedight. The populace 
followed the Princes every-vvherc in crouds, and they 
were tl'iC n)(^re beloved, bccaufe the leception they met 
with at Court was not equal to their ir.eiics. 

It was in this battle that tlic \cung Prince of 
Tu'cnne,,, nephew to the hero who was killed in Ger- 
many, loft his life. He had alicauy given hopes that 
he would have equalled his uncle. His lenfe and ac- 
compli (liments had rendered him dear to the City, to the 
Court, and to tlie Army, 

. TiiC General, in giving an account to the King of 
this memorable battle, feorned to mention the circuni- 
,ftance of hi^ being ill when he was attacked 

The fame General, with the ianie Princes, and the 
fame troops, whjeh, though furprifed, were viclorious at 
Steinkirk, the enfuing caaipaign atcempted to furprife , 
King William, by a forced march of liven leagues, and 
came up with him at Nervinde-f, a village on the 
Layette, within a few leagues of BrufTels, William had 
6 truly noble. His courgge was in'i^^fibJe of the imbeci- 
lity during the adiqn ; and his fpiri' (corned to m 
wards, bapi char.^deis render ilie reading of hiliory p!?aTant. TranJU 
f This action the Eof^iOi di/Unguifh by name of the Jlartle of 
' Icing VV'ih'wni made great eHorcs of courage and perleve- 
ran^e ; but thg origifal djfpofitioa of his troops was lo erroneous, that 
when Luxeaiburg obferved it, he cried out, h{Q*v I believe 
V V/aitieek kre^Uy deadP* Ihid, 
o 
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time to entrench himfelf during the night, and to put 
hi.s army into order of battle. They attacked him at 
break of day, when they found him at the head of the 
regiment of Rouvigny, compofed entirely of French 
Gentlemen, which the fatal revocation of the Edift of 
Nantes and the Dragonnades^ had forced to quit and 
hate their country. They revenged upon her the in- 
trigues of the Jefuit LaChaife, and the cruelties of t.ou- 
vois. William, followed by a body of men fo animat-, 
ed, overthrew the firlt fquadrons that oppofed them- 
felves to him. At length he was overthrown him- 
felf, frilling under his horfe that was killed-, but he 
was foon extricated, and continued the battle with the 
greateft obflinacy. 

Luxemburg entered the village of Nervinde twice, 
fword in haiid, Tlie Duke de Villcroy was the firft who' 
leaped into the ^memy’s- entrenchments. The village 
was twice taken and recovered. 

At Nervinde allb, Philip Duke de Chartres fhewed 
himfcll- a grandfon worthy of Henry IV. , He charged 
thr ee at the head of a Iquadron ^ whicli being repelled, 
he found himfelf in a hollow way, furrounued on all 
Tides with men and horfes killed or wounded. A fqiia^ 
dron of the enemy came up, and called out to him to 
lurrender. They feized him : he defended himfelf fingly 
agamfl; them, wounded the Officer who held him pri- 
foncr, and dilengaged himfelf. His party flew to hi? 
leliet, and refeued him from his danger. The Prince 
of Co nut:, who was Moyifteur the the 

I rince of Conti, his emulator, who had flgnaliz^ d chem- 
felves fo greatly at SteinkSpk, fought here hkcwile for 
their lives, as well as for their glory, and were obliged 
to kill their enemies with their own hands *, which rarely 
appens now a-days to General Officers, lince fire-arms 
decide every tly^^n battles, 

cliftinguillied and expefed 
mmlcifmore than eyer. His fon, ,che Duke of ivionc- 

VO'S ^ lervice, fo called in France, employed hy T.ou- 

Church toierrity the Hiiguencts fiom ^uudng Mother 

P 4 
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morency, ftepped before when he faw a piftol prefented 
at him, and received the wound aimed at his father. At 
length the General and the Princes retook the village a 
third time, and won the battle. 

Few aftions were ever more bloody. There were 
about twenty thoufand men killed ; twelve thoufand 
on the fide of the Allies, and eight thoufand of the 
Frencli. It was upon this occafion faid, that there was 
more reafon to fing Be prof undis* than Te Beum. 

If any thing can foften the horrors which attend on 
war, it is what Count Salm faid, when he was wounded 
and a prifoner in Tirlcmont. Marlhal Luxemburg 
paying great attention to his fituacion, “ What a nation 
‘‘ are ye P’ faid the Prince : “ There are no enemies 
more formidable in a battle, nor more generous friends 
after a viflory.” 

All thefe battles gained much glory, but few great 
advantages. I'he Allies, though defeated at Fleurus, 
Steinki.k, and Nervindc, had never been compleatly 
routed. King William always made mallerly retreats i 
and in a for. night after the lofs of one battle, it was 
found neceffary to fight another with him, to be matter 
of the campaign. 

The Cathedral of Paris was filled with the colours of 
the Allies. The Prince of Cimii called Marflial i.ux- 
emburg “ the Upholfterer of ISotre Bame.^' Nothing 
was l]:;oken of but viftorits. Fiowever, Louis XIV had 
before conquered one-half of Holland and Flanders, and 
all Franc he-Comie, without fighting a finglc battle; 
and yet now, after the utmott cffoits, and the moft 
bloody viflories, they had fc^rfcely got footing in theUnit- 
cd Provinces ; they could not even lay ficvgeto Brufiels. 

Marflial de Lorges had Lkewilc on his 
gained a c<mfid"erable battle near Spire- 
bach, and had even take'‘iNjdic old Luke of 
Wirremberg prifoner, and penetrated ^ ^ 

but, after havilig entered it as 'a conqueror, he was 
obliged to quit it again. Monfeigneur took and plun- 

* A hymn fun^ in the funeral-fervice in the iRcman CathoUc 
Churches, ^'ra^fator, . 



the age of LOUIS XIV, ,17 

dered the City of Heidelberg a fecond time, which the 
enemy had retaken j but afterwards was obliged to aft 
upon the defenfive againft the Imperialifts. 

Marlhal Catinat, notwithftanding his viftory at Sta* 
farda, and the conqueft of Savoy, could not prevent the 
Duke of Savoy from making an irruption into Dau- 
phine; nor, after his viftory at Marfail, could he fave 
the important city of Cafal. 

In Spain, the Marihal dc Noailles alfo gained a 
battle on the banks of the Ter; he tookGi- ^ 
rone and fome fmall places ; but his army was 
weak, and he was obliged, after his victory, 
to retire from beford Barcelona. The French, every- 
where vidorious, but weakened by their fuccefles, had 
an hydra to engage in the Allies, that was continually 
rifing up afrefh. France began to find it difficult to 
raife recruits, and ftill more fo to procure money. The 
rigour of the feafon, by v/hich the fruits of the 
earth were at that time deftroyed, brought on a 
famine. They were periflhing for want, while the king- 
dom refounded with Te Deums and rejoicings. The 
fpirit of confidence and fuperiority, which had been 
the foul of the French troops, began vifibly to 
diminifti. Louis XIV. no longer appeared at their 
head. Louvois was dead; and they were much difeon- 
tented with Barbefieux, his fon: finally, the death 
of Marffial Luxemburg, under whom they t 
thought themfelves invincible, feemed to put 
an end to the rapid vi(?fories of the French. 

The art of bombarding maritime towns with fhips, 
now turned upon its inventors : not that the infernal en- 
gine with which the Iingliffi attempted to burn St. Malo, 
and which was wrecked without producing its intended 
effeifi-, was of Fr^ch contrivance. Machines of this 
kmd had been^^^bng time attempted in Europe, it was 
the owing Bombs with as much certainty from 

^ moving vefiel as from the folic? ground, that the 
French had invented ; and it was by this art that thq 
Engliffi had from their Ihips bombarded the towns of 
'Pi^^ppe, Havre-de-grace, St. Malo, Dunkirk, and Ca- 
2 l^isi 
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- . . iais. Dieppe, as being the moft eafy of ac- 

and 16^5!’ which fuffered any 

real damage. This town, which is now fo 
delightful on account of the regularity of its buildings, 
and which owes its beauty ro its misfortune, was almoft 
reduced to ajQics. Inhere were not above twenty houfes 
beaten down and burnt in Havre-de-Grace by the 
bombs ; but the fortifications of the place were entirely 
deftroyed. In this Icnfe it is that the medal (truck by 
the Dutch is true, notwithftanding fo many French 
Writers have inveighed againft its falfity. In the ex* 
ergue we find thefe words in Latin : harbour of 

Havre burnt and deftroyed^ &c. T his infeription does 
not fay that the town was burnt, which would have been 
falfc; only that the harbour was burnt, which is true. 

Soon afterwards the French loff Namur, which they 
had taken. The nation had lavillied encomiums on 
Louis XIV. for having conquered this place; and rail- 
leries had been thrown out, as vcell as indecent ballads 
printed, againft King William, for not having fuccoured 
it with an army of eighty thoufand men William at 
length became mafteref it, by the fame manner in which 
it had been lolh FIc attacked in the face of an army 
much ftronger than h‘s own was at the time that Louis 
XIV. laid fiege to it. He now met with new fortifications 
of Vauban’s railing. The French garrifon which defend- 
ed this town was an army of itfelf ; for v/hile they were 
preparing to inveft it, Marftial Boufilirs found means to 
throw himlelf into it, with feven regiments of dragoons; 
fo that Namur was not only defended by fixteen thou- 
fand men, but was daily in expeftarion of being relieved 
by an army of an lumclred thoufand. 

Marlhal Boiiffters was a n^an of great merit ; an aftive 
^d diligent General, and a good Cii^zen, who had no- 

* See Boileau’s Ode upon tins fubje^l, and 
of Racine. lixpcnenfc,** faid the latter, has convinced the 
Prince of Orange how vain ilie attempt Is tooppofe any atchieveinent 
that ihe King ccnt'ufls m perfon.*’ Fohaire. 

After this read Prior's Ode on ibe retaking of Namur, which will 
have the better cdbd, if compared with. Boilcau’s, ^lanjlaior^ 

thiPg 
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thing fo much af heart as the welfare of the fcrvnce^ to 
promote which he valued neither his pains nor his life. 
The Marquis de Feuqnieres, in his Memoirs, accufes 
hirn of feveral faults in the defence of the plare and ci- 
tadel^ and even blames his condiidl in the defence of 
Lille, byv'h’ch he gained fo much honour. Thole who 
have written the hiftory of I.ouis XIV. have f rvilely 
copied the Marquis de Feuquieres in military matters, 
and the Abbe de Choifi in private anecdotes. They 
coidd not know that Feuquieres, who was an excellent 
Oihcer, and periecily well verfed both in the theory and 
pracliceof war, was of a difpofit'on as morofe as difeern- 
ing, the Ariltaichus,* and fonr.etimes the Zoiius of Ge- 
nerals He alters fadls, to have the pleafure of cen- 
iuring faults ; he complains of every one, and every 
oneot him. It was faid he was the bravelt man in Eu- 
rope, bccaufe he flcpt in the midft of a hundred thousand 
enemies. His merit not having been rewarded with the 
Fail of Marfhal of France, he employed his great parts 
too much againil the fervants of the State, which would 
have been extremely iifeful, had he been as conciliating 
and candid, as he was difeerning, adlive, and brave. 

He charged the Marllial de Viileroi with a greater 
number of faults, and more elTential ones, than he had 
imputed toBoiifUers. Villeroi, at the head of lourfcore 
thoufand men, was to have relieved Namur •, but .even 
had the Marfhals Villeroi and BoufBers done every thing, 
generally fpeaking, that might have been done which 
is very feldom the cafe), the fituarion of the ground 
was Inch, that Namur could not be relieved, and niuft 
be taken fooner or later. An army of oblervation poll- 
ed along the banks of the Mehaigne, which had pre- 
vented King William from bringing up his luccours, 
now necellarily ni«:vented Marllial Mlieroi from doing 
t’ie f^ic. . ^ 

T^if^tTiVlarflial Bonfflers, the Count de Guifeard, 
Governor ot the town, the Count cfe Launiont du ClvL 

V. I Fhc firl deni'-a fb;i>e verfes in Morrer to be his, and the other 
■ iLat were. C . 

telef, 
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telet, commandant of the infantry, and all the officers 
and foldiers in the place, defended it with remarkabic 
obftinacy and bravery, it retarded the capitulation only 
two days. When a town is befieged by a fupeiioranny 
’When the works are well carried "on, and the feafon fa- 
vourable, they can judge nearly within what time it will 
g be taken, be the defence ever fo vigorous. Kinw 
1695. at length made himfelf mailer of the 

town and citadel, though not in fo Ihort a time 
as Louis XIV. had done. 

The King, while he was thus lofing Namur, bom- 
barded Brulfels; an ufelefs res'enge which he took 
upon the Emperor for his town's that had been bom- 
barded by the Englilh. All this occafioned a war equal- 
ly ruinous and fatal to both parties. 

One of the effedls of human aftivity and frenzy, for 
thefe two centuries pall, has been that r f not confining 
the havock of war to our own continent of Europe. We 
drain ourlclves of men and money to deltroy one ano- 
ther in the farther parts of Afia and America. The 
Indians, whom we have compelled by force or artifice 
to admit our lettlements amonglt them ; and the Ame- 
ricans, from whom we have wreiled their Continent, 
after having dyed it with their blood ; look upon us as 
the foes of human kind, who come from the farthell part 
of the globe to butcher them, and afterwards to malia- 
cre one another. 

The French had no other Colony in the Eall Indies 
than that of Pondicherry, which had been formed by 
Colbert with great pains, and at an imnienfe expence, 
and from whence no confiderable advantage could be 
drawn for feveral years. The Dutch eafily made them- 
felves mailers of it, and thus dcllrcycd the trade of the 
French in the Eaft Indies, almoll in infancy. 
j6o-. Pj^intations in St. Domii^q^ere deltroy^ 

by the Englilh j and one of the Br&f*«p#fR^eer?* 
J?id wafte theirs at Gambia, on the coall of Africa. J he 
privateers of St. Malo carried fire and fwerd into ihe 
callern part of Newfoundland, of which they were in 
poffeflionj and our fquadrons- infultcd their Ifland 
' - Jamaica, 
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Jamaica, took and burnt their Slipping there, and ra- 
vaged the coaft. 

Pointis, commander of afquadroa of our fhip's^f war, 
and fome privateers of America, failed as far as 
the line, and furprifed the town of Carthagena, the 
magazine and mart lor the Spanifli treafures j. 
which come from Mexico. The damage he did 
there was computed at twenty millions of our 
livres, and the booty he got at about half that fum. 
There is always fome deduttion to be made from luch 
calculations, but none from the grievous calamities oc- 
cafioncd by tliefe glorious expeditions. 

The Dutch and Englifli merchant-fliips were every 
day a prey to the French privateers, and efpecially to 
Du-Gue Trouin, a man Angular in his way, and who 
wanted only a good fleet to have acquired as great a re- 
putation as Dragut or Barbarofla. 

John Barth was alfo famous among the Corfairs; From 
a common failor he arrived to be a Commodore, as wcil 
as Du-Gue Trouin. Their names are illuftrious flill. 

The enemy made fewer prizes from the French, be- 
caufe they had lefs to be taken. Our trade was greatly 
impaired by the death of Colbert and the war. 

A general mifery then was the refulc of thefc expedi- 
tions by fea and land. Thofe who delight more in hu- 
manity than politics may obferve, that in this war Louis 
XIV. took up arms againlt his brother-in-law the King 
ot Spain ; againll the Eleftor of Bavaria, to whole 
filler he had married his fon the Dauphin ; and againfl: 
the Ele(fl;or Palatine, wlioi’c country he burnt, though 
Monficur, his brother, was married to the Princefs- 
Palatine. King James likewife was driven from his 
1 hrone, by his fon-in-law and his own daughter. 
Since that time have feen the Duke of Savoy in league 
where he had one daughter a Dauplii- 
againlt Spain, where another was Queen. 
Moll of- the wars between Chriltmn Princes are^iin fome 
lort, civil wars. 

The molt criminal enterpnze in all this war, proved 
the only truly fortunate one. William was perfeflly fuc- 

cefsful 
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ccfsfulln England and Ireland. In other places the fucceA 
fes were more equal. When I call this a criminal under, 
takings I do not examine whether the Nation, after hav. 
ing Ihed the blood of the father, were right or wrong in 
banifhing the fon, and maintaining its religion and pri- 
vileges : I only fay, that if there is any juftice on earth, 
the daughter and fon-indaw of King James ought not 
to have driven him from his dominions Such an adion 
would have been horrible between private perfons. The 
intereft of the people feems to have ellabliflied another 
moral for Princes f . 

* Spoken like a Papift and a Frenchman,. Tranjlator, 
f A nd very jutlly fo. Kings may plead an hereditary right to reign, 
but not an indefeafible one to opprefs, lbid» 
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with Savoy. Marriage of the Duke of Burgundy., 
Peace of Ryfwick. State of France and Europe. Death 
and lajt IVdl of Charles IE Kbig of Spain. 

F rance (lill maintained her fuperiority overall 
her enemies ; fome fhc had crufhed, as the Duke 
of Savoy and the Kleftor-Palatine, and flie car- 
ried the war to the frontiers of the others. She 
was like a powerful and robuft body fatigued 
with a long refiftaince, and exhaufted by its viftories; 
a well-diredled blow would' have made her ft.igger, 
Whoever hp a number of enemies at once, can at laft 
kpd his^fafety only in their divifion, or in a peace. 
P>uis XIV. obtained both the one and the other. 

Viftor^ Amadeus, Duke of Savoy> was a Prince, of 
all others, the molt eafily perfuaded to break his en« 
gagements, when his intereft was concerned. To him 
of France addrefled itfelf. The Count de 
t e, afterwards Marlhal of France, an amiable and 
Die man of a genius formed for pleafimr, which is the 
a- B “ firft 
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firft qualification of a negotiator, had begun a private 
treaty at Turin ; and Marfhal Catinar, who was equally 
capable of making peace and war, concluded it. There 
did not want two fuch able men to determine the Duke 
of Savoy to accept of what was to his advantage. They 
reftored him his country, gave him a funi of money, and 
propofed a marriage between the young Duke of Bur- 
gundy, fon to Monfeigneur, the heir to the crown of 
France, and his daughter. 

Matters were foon agreed upon. The Duke and 
^6 Catinat figned the contrafl at Our Lady of Lo- 
^ ’ retto, whither they went under pretence of a pil- 
grimage of devotion ; which, however, impoied upon 
no one. The Pope (Innocent XIV.) entered heartily 
into this negociation. His view was to deliver Italy at 
once from the invafions of the French, and the taxes 
which the Emperor was continually levying to pay liis 
troops. He would have the Imperialids evacuate Italy, 
and leave it neuter. This the Duke of Savoy engaged 
himfelf by the treaty to obtain. The Emperor gave a 
denial at tird; for the Court of Vienna rarely came to 
a determination, but at the laft extremity. Upon the 
Emperor’s refufal, the Duke joined his troops to the 
French army, and, from Generaliflimo to the Empemr, 
became, in iefs than a month, Generaliflimo to Louis 
. XIV. His daughter, who was only eleven years 
of age, was carried into Erance to be married to 
the Duke of Burgundy, who was thirteen. 

After the defedion of the Duke of Savoy, it happen- 
ed, as at the peaceof Nimeguen, that each of the Allies 
thouglit proper to treat. The Emperor agreed to leavi 
Italy neuter. 1 he Dutch propofed the Gallic ot Kyf 

wick, near tr.e 1 lague, as the place for holding the con- 
ferences for a gf iicral peace. P^oiir armies, which the 
King had on loot, contributed to bring matters to 
fpeedy concliifion. T'here were eighty thoufand ntcn 
in Flanders under Villeroi*, the Marihal de Choifcu 
had forty thoufand men on the banks of the Rhine ; bn- 
tinat had another ar;ny in Piedmont ^ and the DuLg^^ 
Vendome, who had at length attained the rank ot Ce- 

neriO) 
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neral, after having pafled through all the degrees, from 
that of the King’s guard, like a private foldier of for« 
tune, commanded a body of troops in Catalo- 
nia, where he gained a battle, and took Barce- 
Iona. Thele new efforts and new fucceffes 
proved the moll cffecftual mediation. The Court of 
Rome again otfered its arbitration, which was re- « 
fufed, as at Nimeguen. Charles XI. King of ^ ‘ 
Sweden, was the mediator. At length the peace 
was concluded ; not with that haughty fuperiority 
and thofc advantageous conditions which had be- 
fore lignalized the greatnefs of Louis XIV. but with a 
condefeeniion and conceffion of rights on his lide, that 
equally amazed the French and the Allies. It was a 
lung time imagined, that this peace had been concerted 
with the dcepell policy. 

It was pretended that the French King’s grand defjgn 
VvMs, whai it certainly ought to have been, to prevent the 
' (‘tire lurcelTion or the vail SpaniHi Monarchy from de* 

O' vino upon the other branch of the Houle of Aultria. 
It was laid, he entertained hopes that the Houle of Bour- 
vion might at leall come in for a Biare in the difmember- 
merit, and perhaps one day fucceed to the whole. The 
.mthentic renunciations made by the wife and mother 
Oi Louis XIV. were deemed but matters of form, 
which ought to give way to new conjunctures. In this 
View, which was to aggrandize France, or the Houle 
Ox Bourbon, it was necelfary to fliew lome moderation, 
m tlie eyes of Europe ; and not to incenfe fo many 
Powers, who were Hill full ol lufpicions. The peace 
afforded time to form new alliances, to improve the 
finances, ^ to gain over thofc who might be neceffary, 
and to form new bodies of militia in the kingdom. 
Something mull be given up, in hopes of obcaininff 
confiderably more. 

Thefe were thong! it to be the private motives of the 
peace of Rylwick, which in the tvhnt adtually procur- 
^ the I hrone of Spain for the grandfon of Louis XIV, 

us notion^ probable as it may appear, is not however 
Neither Louis X*I\ . nor his Council had con- 
B z ceived 
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reived thofe views that feemed likely to have occurretl 
to them at that time. This is a ftrong inftance of that 
concatenation of events ii^ the world, which is merely 
incidental to the very men by whom they feem to be 
condufted. The obvious interelt of foon poffeffinp; 
Spain, or at leaft a part of that Monarchy, liad not the 
lead influence in the peace of Ryfwick. This is ac- 
knowledged by the Marquis de Torcy, in his Manu- 
feript Memoirs *. They made peace becaufe they were 
weary of the war, and this war itlelf had been carried 
on without any particular objeft. On the fide of the 
Allies, at lead, it was only the indeterminate dclign of 
humbling the grandeur of Louis XIV. and in that 
Monarch but the confequence of that fame grandeur, 
which would not make concelTions. 

King William had drawn over to his caufe tlie Em- 
peror, the Empire, Spain, the United Provinces, and 
Savoy ; Louis XIV. found hinifelf too far engaged to 
recede. The fined part of Europe had been laid walle, 
becaufe the French King made ufc of the advantages he 
had gained by the peace of Nimeguen, in too haughty 
a manner. The league was formed rather againll his 
perfon, than the kingdom of France. The Ki ig thought 
himfelf fecure of the reputation he had gained by arms, 
and was now defirous of adding that of moderation : 
and the decay which began to be fennbly felt in his 
finances, inclined him the more readily to adopt fuch a 
conduit. 

The political fituation of affairs was debated in th.e 
Council, and the refolutions were there taken, 'f he 
Marquis de Torcy, then young, was only charged with 
the execution of them. The whole Council was for 
peace. The Duke de Beauvilliers, particularly, there 
fet forth the miferies of the people with fuch energy, 
tliat Madame de Maintenon was affedted by it, and tlie 
King himfelf appeared not infenfible; and it made the 

• Thcfe Memoirs of Torcy have been fince printed, and prove ho'V 
w ell the Author of the Age of Louis XIV. was informed of all he ad- 
vances. Vchuire. 

mor« 
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more’ imprclTion, as the nation had fallen from that 
flourifliing ftate to which the jMinifter Colbert had raifed 
it. The great cdablilhinents of all kinds had" coft. 
immenfe films, and no ceconomy had been ufed to re- 
trieve the confufion occafioned by thefe extraordihary 
cxpenccs. This inward calamity aftonifhed every one^ 
becaufc it had never been felt fince Louis XIV. had 
governed alone. Thefe were the true caufes of the 
peace of Ryfwick though doubtlefs fome virtuous 
ientiments had an influence in it. Thofe who think' 
that Kings and Miniilers ever, and without bounds, fa- 
crifice every thing to their ambition, are no lefs mif- 
taken, than they who think they always facrifice to the 
happinefs of the world. 

1 he King then reftored to the Spaniards all thofe 
places that lie had taken from tliem near the Pyrenees, 
and iikewife the conquells he had made in Flanders, 
during the laft war*, as Luxemburg, Mons, Ath, anci 
Conrtray. Fie acknowledged William ill. lawful King 
oi England, whom he had till then treated as Prince of 
Orange, a tyrant and an ufurper. He promifed not to 
adhl: his enemies tor the future ^ and King James, whofe 
name was left out in the treaty, remained at St. Ger- 
main, with the empty title of King, and a penfion from 
Louis XIV. Thus facrificed by his protedtor.to the 
neceflity of the times, and already forgotten in Europe, 
he cealed to publifli any more manifeltos. 

1 he fentcnces which the Chambers of Brifac and 
Metz f had awarded againfl: fo many Sovereigns, and 
the reunions made at AHacc, monuments of a dangerous 
power and pride, were aboliflied, and the bailiwicks 
that had been juridically feized upon, were reftored to 
their /ightiul mafters. 


ft a'‘ ^ precipitated from the foie motive of relieving the di- 
1^1‘igdom.*^ Memoirs of Torcy^ ^volA. page 50 . Fuf 


^y^none, fo celebrated for his ufeful Hiftory of Naples ^ fays, 
at thefe Inbtnals weie eftablifhed at Tournay, He is often mif- 
a^en in all ihc things which rtiate not to his own country. He Ays, 
thit at the treaty of Nimeguen, Louis XIV. made peace 
* ^Wedtn, put Sweden was his Ally, Vohairt, 

B 5 Eefidc^ 
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Eefides thefe conceflions, Friburg, Brifar, Khei!^ and 
Philipiburg, were furrend(t*ed to the Empire. The King 
even fubmitted to deftroy the fortrefs of Strafburg on 
the Rhine, Fort-Louis, Traerbach, and Mount-Royal; 
works on which the great Vauban had exhaiifted his 
art, and the King his treafury. Europe was furprifed, 
and the French difpleafed, to iee Louis XIV. make 
peace as if he had been conquered. Harlai, Creci, and 
Callieres, who iigned this peace, durft not fhew them- 
felves either at Court or in the City. They were loaded 
with reproaches and derifion, as if they had taken a 
fingle ftep without the oraers of the Miniltry. They 
were reproached by the Court with having betrayed the 
honour of the French nation ; and afterwards they were 
applauded for having, by this treaty, prepared the way 
for the fucceffion to the SpaniHi Monarchy : but, in 
truth, they deferved neither the cenfure nor the praife. 

It was by this peace that France at length reftored 
Lorrain to the family which had been in poffelTion of it 
above feven hundred years, Duke Charles V. the 
prop of the Empire, and conqueror of the Turks, was 
dead. His fon Leopold, at the peace of Ryfwick, took 
poireffion of his fovereignty, with the lofs indeed of his 
real privileges, it not being allowed him to have ram- 
parts to his capital ; but they could not deprive him of 
a much more noble privilege, that of doing good to his 
fubjefls ; a privilege which no Prince ever made a bet- 
ter life of than himfelf. 

It were to be wilhed, that larcft pofterity may. be in- 
formed, that one of the leaft powerful Sovereigns in 
Europe, was one who did tlie moil good to his people*. 
He found Lorrain a defert waile ; he repeopled and 
enriched it, and preferved it in peace, while the reft of 
Europe w'as defolated by war. He had always the pru- 
dence to ketp well with France, and to make himfelf 
beloved in the Ernpire; happily preferving that juft 
medium, which hardly any Prince without power has 
ever been able to maintain between two great potentates. 

• Then he was thegreaieft Prince in Europe ; and none of the teft 
deferved thcj.^ power, if they did not dererv<j his charaiier. Tranjl> 
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Me procured his people plentyt to which they had been 
lon^^ ftrangers. His nobleffe, reduced to the laft degree 
of wretchednefs, wereraifedto a ftate of opulence Iblely 
by his benefaftions. If he faw the family-feat of a gen- 
tleman in ruins, he rebuilt it at his own expence : he 
paid their debts, portioned out their daughters, and la- 
viflicd prefents with that art of giving, which raifed 
them even above munificence ; beftowing his gifts with 
the magnificence of a Prince, and the politenefs of a 
friend. The Arts, which were held in the higheft ho- 
nour throughout his little Province, produced a new 
circulation, which makes the riches of a State. His 
Court was formed after the model of that of France, and 
the traveller hardly perceived a change of place in paf- 
fing to Lunevillc from Vcrfailles. After the example 
of Louis XIV. he advanced the Belles-Lettres. Heefta- 
bliflied a kind of Univerfity without pedantry at 
lAineville, where the young German Nobility came to 
be formed. The real Sciences were there taught in 
fchooh, where the theory of Natural Philofophy was 
demonftrated to the eye by the moil curious apparatus. 

] ie fought out men of talents, even in the fliops and in 
the woods, to bring them forward, and to be himfelf 
their patron. In a word, the whole bufinefs of his reign 
w.a; to procure his nation tranquility, riches, know- 
h'Ugc, and pleafure. I would quit my fovereignry 
“ to-morrow, (^faid he) if I could no longer do good.’* 
Accordingly he tafted the fatisfadion of being beloved ; 
and 1 myfelffiivv, long after his death, his fubjedts fhed 
tears on mentioning his name. When he died, he left 
an cxumple to be followed by the greateft Kings, tho’ 
he had not been able to prepare tlic way for his fon to the 
Throne of the Empire. 

At the time that Louis XIV. was negociating the 
peace of Ryfwick, which was to bring about the Spa- 
nifli luccefTion, the Phrone of Poland became vacant. 
This was the only regal Crown in the world that was 
then elective. Natives and foreigners had equally a 
right to pretend to it *, but to retain it required cither a 
nieric luliiciently ilriking, and properly fupported by 
B 4 intrigue^ 
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intrigues to fecure the l^fFr^ges, (as was the cafe with 
John Sobiefki, the late K’ng), or elfe money cnoughto 
buy the kingdom, which is almoft always put up to 
3u6lion. 

The Abbe, afterwards Cardinal Polignac, had at 
iirfl- the addrefs to engage the fuftrages in favour of the 
Prince of Conti, known by the valiant aftions he had 
performed at Steinkirk and Nervinde. He had never 
the command in chief, nor was he admitted into the 
King’s Councils. 7'hc Duke of Bourbon had an equal 
reputation as a warrior, the Duke of Vendome a Hill 
greater; and yet his fame furpafled tlicm both, by the 
great art of pleafing, and rendering himfclf ot confe- 
qucnce, which no one poffeffed in a more eminent de- 
gree than he did. Polignac, whofe talent lay in per- 
fuafion, firft determined the minds of the people in his 
favour; and, by dint of eloquence and promifes, coun- 
terbalanced the money w’hicn Auguilus, Elector of 
Saxony, laviihed among them. Louis-Eran- 
1697^* CIS, Prince of Conti, was elected King, by 
the majority of the nation, and procLiimed by 
the Primate of the kingdom. Augulhis was eledcd 
two hours afterwards by another party, inl’erior in 
numbers; but he was a Sovere-gn Piince, and power- 
ful, and had a body of troops in readinefs (m the fron- 
tiers of Poland. The Prince ot Conti was ahfent, de- 
ftitute of money, men, and power, and h id nothing on 
his fide but his name and Caidinal Polignac. It re- 
mained that k.ouis XiV. Ihould either prevent his ac- 
cepting the Crown, or furniQi him with proper alfifi- 
ance to get the better of his competitor, f c whs thought 
that the Erench Miniftry did D;o much, in knding the 
Prince of Conti over ; and too little, in furnilhing him 
with only a Imall fquadion of Ihips, and a few bills ot 
exchange, with wlfieh he arrived in the harbour of 
Dan zick : this was idling v/ith that lukev/arm policy, 
which begins an afiair only to quit it again. They 
^otild not even receive the Piince at Danczick, and his 
bills of exchangee were protellcd., The intrigues of the, 
Vopc and the Emperor, v/itli the money and troops of 

Saxony, 
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Saxony, having already fccured the crown on his rival’s 
head, he returned wkh the glory of having been chofen 
King, and France had the morcification of having made 
it appear, that flie was not fufficientiy powcrlul to irmice 
a King of Poland. 

This difgrace of the Prince of Conti did not inter- 
rupt the peace of the North between the Chiiltian 
powers *, die South of Rurope was foon afterwards rc- 
liored to tranquility, by the peace of Ryfwick ; and 
there reniiined no longer any war, but that whiih the 
d’urks cairicd on againfl: Germany, Poland, Venire, and 
Ruiiia. And licre the ’ Chriftians, though badly con- 
duced, and divided among themfeives, laid the fupe- 
fority. d'he battle of Zanta, in which 
Prince Eurrene beat the Grand Seiunlor in 


p.rfng and remarkable by the de.itlis of tl c Grand Vi- 
2.ir, f venreen Ealhaws, and upwards of twenty dioufand 
l urks, hundiled the Ottoman pride, and brougir. a .out 
tiie peace Oi Carlowitz, in which the i inks 
fubnnered to the laws impofed by the con- 
e]uerors, I’h.c Venetians had the Morca, the Me.ico- 
vites 7\foph, the Poles Kaminiek, and the Emperor 
Tianfiivania. All Chriftendom was then happy and 
tranquil, the found of war was no longer heard either 
in Afia or Africa, and the whole world was at jseace/ 
during the two lail years of the fevcntccnth century 
an cpocha of too fliort a duration ! 

The public calamities were foon renewed again. The 
peace ol the North was difturbed in the year ipoo, by 
two men, the moft extraordinary that were tin n in ti:e 
Vv'orld. One was Czar Peter Alexov/.rz, Rmneror of 
Ruffia, the other young Charles XII King of Sv eden. 
^zar. Peter, a man luperior to his age, or nanon, by iiis 
genius and iurprifing labours, becaine ilic rciomier, or 
u'thcr the loundcr, of his cmpiie. Chailes Xil. more 
^nagnajiipious than the Czar, and yet Ids ierviceabie to 
nis iubjedus, formed to comiitand fddiu's, hut not na- 
tions, was the hr!t hero of Ids age, but died with the 
^ King, ddie defolation which 

North underwent; during a v*ar of eighteen years, 
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ov/ed its rife to the ambitious politics of the Czar and 
the Kings of Denmark and Poland, who wanted to take 
advantage of the youth of Charles XII. to delpoil him 
of part of his dominions. But Charles, at the ane of 
fixrcen, conquered them all three. He vv.is 
the terror of the world, and already efteerneci 
a hero, at an age in which other men have hardly finifli- 
ed their excrcifes. He for nine years the moif for- 
midable monarch in the world, and for nine years more 
the moft unfortunate. 

The troubles of the South of pAirope arofe from nn* 
other caufe. 'I he King of Spain lay at the point of 
death, and it was in diipute who fhould (hare the ipoils 
he was to leave behind him. The Powers who .ilarndy 
devoured in imagination this immenfe luccellion, did 
what we fee frequently practiled during the illnels ot a 
rich old man who has no children. I he wife, the rela- 
tions, the priefts of the fick King, and even the ofruers 
appointed to receive the lail commands of the dying, 
befet him on all Tides to get a favourable word from him. 
^omeof the inherito.'s agree to divide the fpoils, and 
others prepare to difpute them. 

Louis XIV. and tlie Emperor Leopold were in the 
fame degree of confanguinity : they were both defeended 
from Pnilip III. by the female line; but Louis was 
fon of the eldcft daughter. 'Hie Dauphin had, befides^ 
a greater advantage ovtr the fens of the Emperor; 
which was, that he was grandfon of Philip IV. and fhc 
children ot Leopold were no defeendants of his. Ail 
the rights of nature were then on the fide of France, 
Cht riced only cad his eye on the following table. 


PHILIP 
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PHILIP III. KING OF SPAIN. 


F'rench Branch 


PHIL 

Anna-Maria, the cldell daughter, 
married to Louis Xlll. in 1615. 

CHAR 

Louis XIV. married, in 1660, 
Maria 'fercra, eldcll daughter 
of Philip iV. 


Monfeigneur. 


The Duke of Burgundy. 

The Duke of Anjou, King of 
Spain, 

The Duke ©f Berry. 


German Branch. 

j 

1 P IV. 

Maria-Anna, the youngeft dnagh* 
ter, married to Ferdinand III. 
Emperor, in 1631. 

L E S IL I 

Leopold, fon of Ferdinand Iff. 
and of Maria-Anna, married 
in 1666, Margareita - Tercfa, 
youngell daughter of Philip IV- 
by whom he had^ 

Maua-Antoinetta-Jofepha, mar- 
ried to the Elei^or of Bavaria 
Maximilian Emmanuel, who had 
by her, 

I 

Jofeph-Ferdinand-Leopold of Ba- 
varia, named heir to all the Spa- 
nifh Monarchy, at four years of 
age. 


But the Hoiife of the Emperor reckoned for its 
rights, lirft, the authentic renunciations to the Crown 
of Spain made and ratified by Louis XIII. and by 
Louis XIV. ; then the name of Auftria ; the blood oi 
Maximilian, whence Leopold and Charles II. were de- 
Iccndcd ; the almoft: conftant union between chefe two 
Aultrian branches •, the enmity, ftill more conftant, of 
thefc two branches againft the Bourbon race ; the aver- 
fion that the Spanifh nation had then to the French 
and laftly, the fecret fprings of a policy it had long 
been in poffefTion of, of governing the Council of Spain. 

Nothing, at that time, feemed more natural than to 
perpetuate the Tlironeof Spain in theHoufeof Auftria. 
All Furope expefted this, before the peace of Ryfwick ; 
but the wcaknefs of Charles IL had difturbed this order 


ot 


luccefiion from the year 1696, and the Houfe of 
Auftria had been already facrificedin Iccret. The King 
of Spain had a grand nephew, fon to Maximilian-Maria, 
Lleflor of Bavaria. 1 he King’s mother, who was ftili 
hving, was great- irrandmother to this 


young Prince of 
Bavaria, 
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Bavaria, who was then about four years old j and tliis 
Prinrels, nntwithflandin^ that ihe herfelf was of the 
Houfe of Aullria, being daughter of the FmpcrorLVr, 
chnancl III. prevailed on her Ion to difinhcrit the Iinpc- 
rial family, in confcqucnce of a pique llie had coneciv(J 
againll tiie Court of Vienna. She therefore cad her 
eyes (m the Prince of Bavaria, thougli hardly out of his 
tracllc, and deflined him to the Spanilh monarchy, and 
th.at Oi the New Woild. Charles II. who was then en- 
tirely governed by lier N made a private will in ine 
year ioc6, in favour of the Eleftoral if-ince of Bava- 
r/a ; 1 nc having afterwards loft his mother, he was go- 
verned by Ills \\<fe Mariana, of Bavaria-Newboiirg. 
Phis Bavarian Princeft, who was fifter-iii law to the 
Emperor I/opold, had as great an attar Iiment to ilic 
i Ionic or iVuftiia, ns tlie Auilrian Qticcii mother \uid:o 
Xi' X iPitaiia. i hus ilie natural couiie of things wis 
ail along in\ ei ted in this aftair, v\hieh conccriv.d the 
mod extcnfivc rnonardiy in the v.mrld. Mariarut of Bi- 
varia procme:! tint will to be dedroycfi, [)y wlrcdi tire 
young Prie.cc of Bavaria was called to (he fucrcihon, 
•and obtained a promid Iroin the King, i!; he would 
.never have any other heir than a fon of the Irmperor Len- 
■pold, and woidd not injure the I loufc of :\i;dria. I/I.x- 
ters were on this footin^r, at the peace of kylwick. I he 
Uc uics of France and Aultria were equally fearful and 
fufoicious of each other, and had iikevAic Europe to 
fear. England and Holland, then powerful, wliofc in- 
tered it was to maintain the l3alance between the Soues, 
would never fuder that the fume head which v/oic the' 
crown of Spain, iliould kkewife wear that of France, or 
of the Empire. 

What is n)od extraordinary, is, that the King of 
tuggl, Peter tne Second, entered the lid of pretenders 
to this lucceffion. lids v/as indeed abfurd ; for i’-c 
couid only deduce his claim from John 1. natural ion 
to JEtcr the Juft, in the fifteenth Century. However, 
this chimerical pictcnfion was fupponed by thcCouik 

^ See de Tory's Jfemoirs, VoL I. Page '5. 
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d^Oropcza, of the Houfe of Braganza, who was a mein- 
her of the Spanifli Council. He ventured to propofe it 
there, but was difgraced and expelled. 

j/uiis XIV. would not fufer that a foa of the Fan- 
peror Ihould obtain the fucccdioa, and could, not de- 
mand ithimlelh It is not certainly known who it was 
that fiiil conceived the notion of making the premature 
rnd unheard-of partition of t!'e .Spaniih momrehy, du- 
ri,’,g ti'.e life- time of Charles If. Moll probable it was 
il.e ininilLcr T'orcy ^ for it was he who lirlt opened it to 
Ihmrinck, Earl of Portland, Ainbaflador from Wil- 
1, mil HI. to i^ouis XIV. 

11 eg V/illiam entered v/ith great alacrity in- o 
to tiiis nev/ projcdt j ard, in concert with the ^ 
Co!ir-r (ie Ihiilaid at the Hague, dilpoied of die Spanifh 
iu; ('(diion. Vo the young Piiime of Bacaria they pmvc 
:-j),cn and the Weil ~ In. lies, widmuL ItnO'viiy,.- that 
Lii tries If. had before diac bequeatlicd him all If:, do- 
minions. The Dau[)hin, fon of Eou:s XIV. was tc' 
liave Naples, vSiciiy, and the Province of CXi'pufcoa, 
togcLher widi fome few lowii'^. 'Phe Archduke Charles, 
f rond Ion to the Emperor Leopold, had only the 
Dufchv ot INlilaii app(jintt:d to iiiin ; and nothing was 
allotted ior the .Archduke Jofeph, Leopold’s cldeit fon, 
and hmr to the Ehnpirc 

1 Ik- dcflinadon of a part of F.urope, and the half of 
Amenca, thus fettled, Louis engaged by this treaty of 
pa:titj(m, to renounce the entire fucceffioa to the Spa^- 
mOi dominions. The Dauphin promiled and figned the 
fnne thing. France was fatished with making an ad- 
.dnion to its territories *, England and Holland had in 
view to fettle the peace of part of E'.urope j but all thefc 
]Hdit;cs weie vain. The dying King being informed 
uiat they were tearing his monarchy in pieces, during 
ns lifetime, was filled with indignation, it was gene- 
f'dly expected, that upon hearing this news, he would 
^ ^ciare either the Emperor, or one oP his fons, his fuc- 
\ ^‘^ward for liis not having intermeddled in 

!/ ’ r } ' j and that the greatnefs and interell of 

f ioufc of Auftria would- induce him to demife in its 

favour. 
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favour. He did indeed make a will, but he 
a fecond time declared the Prince of Bavaria 
^ * foie heir to his dominions. The Spanilh na- 
tion, which dreaded nothing fo much as the dilmenv 
bering of its monarchy, applauded this dilpofition. It 
feemed calculated to bring about a peace. But this 
lK)pe likewife proved as vain as the treaty of partition. 
The Prince of Bavaria, the intended King, died ar 
Bruffels*. 

The Houfe of Aullria was unjuflly charged with the 
fudden death of this Prince, merely from the probability 
that thofe will be guilty of crimes, to whom thofe crimes 
are iileful. New intrigues began to be revived again at 
the Courts of Madrid, Vienna, Vcrfaillcs, London, the 
Hague, and Rome. 

Louis XIV. King William, and the Statcs-Gcneral, 
difpofed once more of the Spanilh monarchy in idej, 

^ and alTigned to Archduke Charles, the Em- 

1^00* peior’s youngeft: fon, that part which they 
' * had before given to the infant lately dead. 

The fon of Louis XIV. v/as to pollefs Naples and Sicily, 
and all that had before been affigned to him by the former 
convention. 

They gave Milan to the Duke of Lorr:iin; and Lor- 
rain, fo often invaded, and fo often reltored again by 
France, was to be annexed to it for ever, This treaty, 
which fee the politics of all the Princes at work to 
thwart or fupport it, proved as ulelefs as the firlb 

♦ The Author of the Hiftory of Louis XlV. had mentioned the melt 
of theie psniculars, then new and very interelling, a Jong time before 
the Memoirs of the Marquis de I’orcy had made their appearance; 
and thefe Memoirs have at length confirmed all the fadts allcdged in 
this Hillory. 

The fcnndalous reports which were propagated on the death of ths 
Eleclural Prince of Bavaria, are no longer repeated by writers of any 
anihority. In the pretended Memoirs of Mad, deMamtenon, vol- v* 
pag. 6. we meet with thefe woras ; “ The Court of Vienna, 
ha i always been tainted, with Machiavelian maxims, and was 
of employing poifuners to retrieve the miftakes of its Minillers.’ 
would feem by this expreflion, that the Court of Vienna had aKv^ays 
kept poiloners in a kind of office, the fame as their hulTars and dra 
goons. Jc li a duty to reprobate fuch indecent expreffiousi and con 
UhcUl fuch Crtbunnies. Voltaire • 

‘ T Europe 
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Europe was again deceived in its forecaft, as almoft al- 
ways liappens. 

When this treaty of partition was offered to the Em- 
peror to he figned, he refufed, becaufe he was in hopes of 
having the inure fuccclfion. '1 he French King, who had 
preifed ihe (igning it, waited in uncertainty for the event. 

When this new affront was known at the Court of 
Madrid, the King was overpowered with refentmcnt,and 
the Queen his wife w^as fo rran (ported with rage, thatfhc 
liroke fome of the furniture cf her apartment to pieces, 
particularly the glaifcs and other ornaments that had 
(Oinefrom France-, fo much alike are the pafiions in 
, ill ranks of mankind. ’This It heme of partition, thelc 
intrigues, thefc quarrels, v,ferc all but a perfonal con- 
cern. 'fhe SpaniOi nation itlelf was quite out of the 
qucition. It was never confultcd, nor even afKcd whar 
King it would choofe. It was propoied to alfemble Zc.o 
Ccrtcs^ tlie Hates - genera! j but Charles trembled at 
their very name. 

d his unhappy Prince, who faw himfelf dying in the 
{lower of his age, was then for beftowing ail his domi- 
nions on the Arc hduke Charles, his wile’s nephew, and 
iecondfon to the Emperor Leopold. Idecouldnot venture 
to leave them to the eldeft fon, fo prevalent was the fyf- 
tem of a balance of power in all minds and fo certain 
it was, that the apprehenfion of feeingSpain, Mexico, Peru, 
both the Indies, the Empire, Hungary, Bohemia, and 
Lombardy, in the lame hands, would have armed the 
rell of Europe. He wanted the Fhmperor Leopold to 
lend his fecond fon Charles to Madrid, at the head of 
ten thouland men but neither France, England, Hol- 
land, nor Italy, would have lufFcred it. I'hey were all 
for the partition. The Emperor would not fend his 
Ion alone, to be at the mercy of the Spanilh Council, 
and he could not tranfport ten thoufand men thither : 
he only wanted to march troops into Italy, to fecure 
tiiat part of the Auftrian-Spanilh monarchy. 

I here now happen^ in the moft important concerns 
-tween two great Princes, what happens every day be- 
tween private perfons, in the moft trifling matters ; they ’ 
Jputed, they grew w^arm; the Caftilian Faughtinefs 
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was olTcnded by the German pride. The Countels f 
FerlipZf who governed the wife of the dying Kin^r 
slien^iicxl ihe minds of thole in Nhdrid whom {heou4n 
to hdvc conciiiated, and the Court of Vienna difcruflej 
them It ill more by its arrogance. 

d'h.e young Archduke, wlio was afterwards the Em- 
peror Charles VI. ufed never to mention the Spaniards 
but with ibme opprobrious appelLition. He then expe- 
rienced liow incumbent it is on Princes to weigh well 
their words. 1 he Bifliop ol Lerida, who was Amballa- 
dor from the Court of Madrid to Vienna, on fome or- 
cafion ol: dillike againft the Geimins, colleded thefe 
cxprdfions, and tranfmitted them with exaggerations 
in his difpatches, and treated the Auftrian Council 
more injurioufly in his letters, than the Archduke h ,d 
done the Spaniards in Ins exjneiiions. Leopold's 
Mlnifiers, laid he, have undeillMndings bke the horns 
ot the goats in my country, fmall, hard, and crooked.” 
d'hi^ letter vecis made public. The B.lhop of Lenda 
was recalled, and, at his return to Madrid, he doubly 
encrealed the averlion ol his countrymen againll the 
Germans. 

While the A.urcrian party made itleif thus hated by 
t!ie Court of Madrid, the Marquis, afterwards Marftal 
Duke of Harcourt, the Erent h y\mbaliador, gained all 
hearts by his extreme nugnilicence, his dexterity, and 
perfect k nowledge in the art of plcafing. Received at 
find but coldly at Madrid, he fuftained all the flights 
he met with without complaining. 1 hree intire months 
paffed without his being able to obtain an audience of 
the King He employed this vacation in gaining the 

* Reboulet fays that this AmbalTador was magnificently received, at 
the firfl*. Irle gives a pompous dcfcripiion of his liveries, of hisfuperb 
gik coach, and the gracious reception he met with from his M^^dly. 
But the> Marquis himfelf, in his difpatches, alliims, that he was 
treated with any manner of civility, and that lie was only fufTcred to 
lee the King for a ndnute ia a daik chamber, by the light of but two 
fsnall bougies, for fear he flioulJ petccive that he was dying. In line, 
the Memoirs of Torcy Ihew, that there is not a word of truth in all 
that Reboulet, Liaiiers, and the other hillonans have faid upon 
iubjedl. 
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affL-ftions of tlv! people. He was the firfl: who changed 
into benevolence that antipathy which the Spanifh na- 
tion had noiirifned againft the French, ever fince the 
rcii-n ot Ferdinand the Catholic j and his prudent con- 
duct laid thefoundaton for that period, when France 
i-nd renc.vcd the ancient bonds by which they 

u'cre united before the time of that Ferdinand, of 
crov/n v/iili ciown, nation with nation, and rhan with 
ni inf’ 1 ic brought the Spanifii Court by degrees 
1.0 h.,v/ an affadi-'n for the f-Jouie of France; its Mini- 
dxrs not to have the leail diffidence with regard to the 
renuiiciations inivle by (yfaria-Thercfa and Anne of Au- 
llr:a, and the Kmg hifnfelf to Vvaver between his owrt 
lioide and tliat of Bourbon. He was therefore tht 
pT' ' 7 ,7 ;06’v;/^ of tl'iC grejteft revolution both in the ad- 
i.uion and tlie minds of the people. But this 
ciann 0 vv,:. as yet ai a confidcrable diilance. 

'riio ]dnp>'ror employed entreaties and threats. The 
King (m' France re[)relented his rights, but without ven- 
ua in;: to alk tlie intiic fucceffion for his grandfon. Hi^ 
onlv mcafure was to Hatter the dying King. The Moors 
hcirgcd Ceuta. Immediately the Marquis of Harcourt 
inabie an offer of mips and troops to Charles, who feemed 
f iifible o!' the bindnefs; but the Queen, his wife, v/as 
aianraid at it; Co feared Icll; her huiband might he too 
nj-arc fnl for tne favour, and coldly declined the proffer, 
inc (F/nm il of Madrid were as yet Undetermined 
which fFjj to r ihe ; and Charles IL who was every day 
uravvino nearer to his gtave, v/as in eqinl uncertainty, 
f eoj,olii in a pique n^called his Ambaffador, the Count 
.d’ ] larracdi, but i..;on afterwards Jenc hiiti back again ; 
and '■;/' hope s in t :vour ot the Houfe or Aullr a began 
to L ' n vF'ed. i he King oi Spain Wiote to the Empe- 
icr, that he would chuie the Arciidukc forhis fucceflar; 
vipon vvh ch tlic Fr( nch King menacing in his turn, dfem- 
hkdan army on the frontiers of Spaiigand the M^^tquis 
Oi Iiai\ou:t was recalled ironi his eint dfy to (orumand 
tb-Fc ioiccs. There remaineU then only an Officer oY 
foot at the Covirt of Madrid, wlio had lerved as Se rc- 
to tlic embafly, and V/as now appointed Rciidcnr, 
IF C ' as 
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as De 'Forcv tells us. Thus the dying King, threateneu 
alurnately bv th')le who pretended to the liiccefTion, and 
perceiving fhat the hour ol’ hrs death would be that of a 
v,Mr, and that his dominions were Ikely to be foon toin 
in p-eces, drt w towaia.s his end comtortlels, irrefoluDg 
anci involved 'ii il'lquietudcs. 

In this violent cnlis ofalFairs, Cardinal Portocarrerc, 
Archbllhop or 2 oI do, t/ie Count ot Monicrcw, and 
others of the Spar.ilh grandees deterniincd to Idve their 
country, and joined together to prevent the dilinunber- 
ine of the monarchy. Their hatred to the Auilrian go* 
vernment fortified in their breafts the reafons of ftate, 
and rendered the Court of Prance cficntial lervice, 
without hor knowing it. They perluadeti diaries 11 . 
to prefer the grandlbn of l..ouis XI Vk to a Piince at lo 
great a dillancc, and incapable oUlefeiiding them, 'kl,,, 
was not an invalidation of the folemn renunciations oi 
the Spahiili crown made by the mother and wile oi 
Louis X:V. becaiife thele had been made only to [ne- 
vcni the elder Ions ot their delceiiciants irom uniting tiit 
two knigdoms under one head; and lieie it was va/, .a; 
elder fori that was chofen. It was at the lame timciK; 
ing juilice to ihe rights of blood, and prelerving t.ic 
Sjiamfn monarchy from a partition. 

' I'he IcnipuloLis King caufed his iJivines to be con- 
fuited, wlio were all ot opinion with ihe Council; and, 
ill as lie was he wrote a letter with his own iiand to 
Pope Innocenr XII. propofmg the fame cafe to him. 
Tlie Poj)c, who thought the liberry of Italy depended 
upon the weakening of the lloule of Auilria, v/rote 
b..ck to the King, 1 hat the laws of Spain, and the 
policy of C In illendom, icquired of him to give rlu* 
preicience to tiie Houle of Pranced* This letter ot 
the Pope’s was dated July i6, 1700. He treated thb 
cafe of confcience propoled by a .Sovereign, as an affair 
of hate ; wiiilc the Kmg of Span made a cafe of com 
icience of an impdVlant affair ot Ibite. 

Louis XIV. was informed of thefe tranfactions by 
Cardiii:il Jonfon, who then refided at Rome, and 

wa.. ail die ffiarc ihe Court of Veriailles had in this event. 

Six 
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Six months had pafled without there being any Ambaf- 
folor at the Court of Madrid. T his was perhaps a 
fault; but perhaps alfo this very negledl* fecured the 
Spanifli monarchy to the Houfe of France. T he King of 
Spain then made his third will, which was 
for a long time thought to be the only one, 
and by which he bequeathed all his dominions 
to tiic Duke of Afijou 

It was generally thought In Europe, that this will of 
Charles II. had been dic^tated at Verfailles. I'he dyinp* 
King confulced only the intereft of his I'.ingd i and 
the wiQ^es and even fears of his people'; for the hemch 
King had ordered his troops to advance to the iDiifers 
in order to lecure to himfelf a part only of the inherit- 
ance, at the time the dying King determined to ic .ve 
liim the whole. Nothing is moie true, than that the 
reputation of Louis XIV. and the dread of his power, 
were the only negociators that conlummated fins ^yixux 
revolution. ^ 

Charles of Auftria, after having figned the ruin of 
his hoLile, and the aggrandizement of that of Fran e 
languiihed about a month longer, when bt ended at 
length, at the age of thirty-nine, theobfeure life he iuj 
led on the throne. It may perhaps not be 


altogether ulelefs 


towards giving an inlight 




'700. 


into tlie human mind, to mentjon, that this 
monarch, a few months before his death, caufed the 
tombs of his father, his mother, and his firlt vv:fe, 
Mana-Louii'a of Orleans, to the poifoning of whom he 
was iidpeCted to have been privy f, to be opened at the 
tlcuriai, and kiffed the remains of their dead bodies 
in this he either followed the example of fonic of tiie 

Kinf.T "7°'" 'f'l “» that Cardinal Portocarrem prevailed on the 

with h- Ptfkt* to this monarch, to engage nim to\oipplir 

wnh his requed But it is eaf.ly perceived that every ,h.„n i,,d bTen 
^h^ca for this, in the momh of j\j|y precediji^r. 1 elidcjs 

-ho could knovv what Cardinal I’ortocarrcro laid to the Kin/ l.Tn 
t^eyvverem private togeihcr? r<,!ia,re. ^v,ng, wi,c„ 

t oee the Chapter of Anecdotes. 16:^, 


ancient • 
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ancient Kings of Spain, or was willing to accuftom 
himfelf to the horrors of death, or from a fecret fiiper- 
ftition thought that opening thefe tombs would retard 
the hour in which he was to be carried to his own. 

' This prince was born as weak in mind as body ^ and 
this weakneishad fpreaditfelf throughout his dominions, 
]t is the tatc of monarchies to have their profpertty 
depend upon the charafter of a finglc man. Charles II. 
had been brought up in iuch profound ignorance, that 
when the French were befieging Mons, he thought that 
plai.e had belonged to the King of England. He neither 
kjicw whereabouts Flanders lay, nor what part of it 
belonged to himklf5|‘. 'This King left the Duke of 
Anjou all his dominions, without knowing what he 
had bequeathed him. 

His will was kept fo fecret, that the Count d’ Har- 
rach, the Emperor’s A mbalfador, ftill flattered himfelf 
fhatthe Archduke would be acknowledged his fucceflbr. 
He waited along time for the iflTue of the great Council 
which was held immediately upon the King’s death. At 
length feeing the Duke of Abrantes coming towards him 
with open arms, he immediately concluded that the 
Archduke was King, when the Duke embracing him, 
accofted him thus; Vengo ad defpedirme de la cafa de 
Jiffirie : “ I am come to take my leave of the Houfe 

‘‘ of Auftria.” 

Thus, after two hundred years of war and negocia- 
tions for fome few frontier tov'^ns of the Spanilh domi- 
nions, the Houfe of France, by the Angle ftroke of a 
pen, was put in pofieffion of the whole monarchy, with- 
out trer tins, w'ithout intrigues, and even withouchaving 
entertained hopes of the fuccefiion. We thought our- 
felves obliged to bring to light the fimple truth of a faft 
which has till now been obfciired by lb many llatefmea 
and hifeorians, led away by t.heir own prejudices, and' 
by appearances that arc almofl. always fallacious. What 
we find related in a n.imber ot books, concerning the 
fums of money dillributcd by the Marfhal d’Harcoint, 

* Sec Torcy’5 Memoirs, voT. 1 . page 12; 

and 
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and the bribing 'of the Spanifh Minifters to get this will 
ficrned, be ranked in the number of political lies 
and [;Qpidar errors. But the King of Spain, in cluifmg"^ 
for his fucccflbr the grandfon of a King who had fo long', 
been his enemy, had always .in view tlie confequencesf 
that naturally follow from a notion of a general equili-f 
briuin of power. The Duke of Anjou, Louis XIV's 
rranUbn, was called to the Spaniflr fuccefTion, only 
bv’canle he could never pretend to the crov/n of France*, 
and in this very will, by which, in default of younger 
rhiUtvn of the blood of Louis XiV. the Archduke 
Cii.irles f afterwards the F.mpcror Charles VI.) is called 
to the fucceffion, it is exprefly declared, that the Empire 
and Spain Hiall never be united under one fovereign 
Louis XIV. might Fill have abided by the treaty of 
partition, which was advantageous to France, or he 
might have accepted the will, which was to the intereil 
of his family. 'Lhis matter was aclually in 
(jc'bate, in an extraordinary Council. The 
Chancellor Pontcharcrain and the Duke of - ' 

Beauvilliers were of opinion to abide by the treaty, as 
forekedng the dangers of having a new war to fupport. 
Louis forefaw them alfo^ but he was accuftomed not to 
fear them. Fie therefore accepted the will ; and as he 
was coming out of the Council, meeting the Priacefs of 
Conti with Madame the Dutchefs, Well,*’ faid he to 
tnem, finding, “ on which fide are you?” and then, 
without giving them time to reply, “ Which-foever 
“ fide 1 take, added he, i am fure to be blamed 
* Notwithllanding the jull contempr in which the pretended Memoirs 
of Madame de Maintenon are held throughout F'-ance, ue think it 
l eccfiary ro acquaint llrangers that every thing there faid relating to 
this will, is intirely falle. The author pretends, that when the Spanifh 
AmbafTador prefented the will of Charles II. to Louis, thatPdnce replied, 
We lhall confider of it.’* Certainly the King never made ufe of fo 
o.vtraardinary an exprefTion; fince by the Marquis deTorcy’s confeiHon, 
the Spani'n 4niba/fjdor had not his audience of Louis XlV, till after 
the holding of the Council in which the will was accepted. 

flic Miniller who then relided in Spain from the French Court, 
n^med Bldcour, and not Belcour ; and the Spanifh AmbslTador’^ 
name Wis Cndd dos Rios, and not Rius. The anfwer made by the 

ving to Ambad'-dcf, never had exillencc but iu this idle romance. 
o:tcnre^ 
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The aftlons of Kings, though often flattered, are 
likewileib liableto ftridures, that the King of Eno-land 
hiinfdfuiulcrwcnc the reproaches ot his rarliamen'^ and 
his M:nii}crs were profecu ted, tor having been concerned 
in the nvaty of partition. The Englilh, who reaion 
better than any other nation, but who frequently 
iiifler the ran-* of party fpiric to extingiiifh their 
jiijrment, cxJ.ii:r*ed at once both ajainil Williain, 
who had made thib treaty, and againft Louis, who 
broke it. 

Europe at firft: feemed ftruck with a lethargy of 
furprox and .naftion when it faw the S.^anifh nnonarchy 
hetome iubjeft to France, whole rival it had been for 
ahovx three hundred years. Louis XIV. leemed the 
moil fortunate and powerful monarch in the world. He 
faw liimfelf, at the age of fixty-two, furrounded with a 
numerous poftefity, and one of his granclfons going to 
rule unaer his guard anlhip the kingdom ot >{.)ain, 
one-half of Italy, and the 1 .ow Countries, 
rh:- H n peror as yet couhl do nothing but complain. 

K’l g \ illiam, now fifty-two years of age, become 
: _ , and feeble, no longer appeared the tormidable 

, . niy he hati been. He could not make war, without 
1 \ i Oiilenc of ins Parliairenr ; and Louis had taken care 
) . lenc Aims of money over to England, with a viev/ 

''' tarn an influence in that afiembly. William and 
Dutch, not being flrong enough to declare them-* 
f Ives, addrefled Philip V. as lawful King of Spain. 

] ouis Xl V. was fccure of the Eledlor ot Bavaria, father 
,^che young Pr.ncc lately dcceaicd, who had been ap* 
j .,nx’d to th'H'ucceffion, This Eleftoi, who governed' 
i\ethe. lands in the m.me of the deceafed King, 

< '1. immediacelv Ecured the pofTeflion of FEn- 

d ’s !0 P lilip V. and left a pillage open for the Ffench 
dirough his deflorate tvj the capitaV of Germany, 
i '. cafe the Emperor ir ould venture to declare war, I he 
j'deftor ot , edogne, brother to the Elcftor ot BaVaria, 
wa^ as iirimat^ iy connected with France as his brother; 
ar,J thef* two princes feemed to adopt the mofti prudent 

mcalure, tne party of the Houfcof Bourbon ficing at 

^ ^ • time 
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tiirc wltbont comparifon the ftrongeft. The Duke of 
S\r oy, already father in-law to the Duke of Burgundy^ 
going to be the fame to the King of Spain, and was 
fo have tTie coinmanil of the French forces in Italv. It 
was hardlv imagined then, that the father of the I>w!tch- 
els of Bcrguncly and tlie Q*jeen of Spain would ever 
niake war upon hi*-, fwo ibns-in-law. 

The Duke of Mantua, who had b. en fold to France 
by his MiniRer, now fold ' imFlf, and received a French 
gan fon into Mantua, "['he Detchy of Milan acknovv- 
le/gcd I/juis’s g. anufon without iicfitation ; and even 
Po. 'ngal, who was naturally die enemy of Spain, imme- 
di.ncly joined with it! In a word, from Gibraltar to 
Anruerj), and from the Danube to Naples, all leemed 
to lie at ihe devotion f)f the Bourbons, 1 he King was 
lo elated with his proipericy, that talking, with the Duke 
01 Kochefoiicault, one day, on the fubject of the propo- 
iab which the Fmperor made him at that tmie, he 
e>o,voded him felt thus : ‘‘ You v/ill find them ftill more 
'niole u than you have been udd 
K ng William, who to the hour of his death continued 
an I nemy t • the aggrandifement of Louis XIV. proiniled 
the lemp'O'or to arm Kngland and Holland in liis caiifc : 
he bkewnlc engaged theCourt of Denmark in his intereft- 
and at length hgned at the Hague that league which 
been already fet on foot againil the Houle 
ol France. I'he King, however, was not much 
lurprilcd at this; and depending upon the uivi- ' ** 
fions he hoped to caulc in the Engliih Parliament by 
the money he had fent over, and ftill more on the united 
lorces ol France and Sj)aln, feemed to delpile his enemies. 

At this time King James died at St. Germain’s. 
Louis miglit on this oi cafion have paid what a])peared 
due to decency and good politics, in nc r too haftily ac- 
knowledging the Prince of Wales f for King of ngland, 
4tcr having already acknowledged William’s title by 

related by Mr. Dansreau, in his 
/V/ad"*^' tliijy aie not always l‘rii,tly true. - 

t 'i'lie Pretender. 
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the peace of Rvfwick. He was at firlT: determined, from 
;;n cniorion of pure gencroficy^ to give the ion of Kinj^ 
J;.o:cs ihe conloLition of a title and dignity which his 
onfortuiritc father had bore till the hour of his death, and 
which the treaty of Ryfwick had not deprived him of 
The principal members of the Council, however, were of 
a ifleicnt opinion. The Duke of Bcauvilliers efpeciallv 
fet forth, in the nioft eloquent manner, the many nii- 
fieri, s (/■ war which were likely to be the confiquenceof 
io dangerous a magnanimity. This nobleman was Go- 
vernor to the Duke of Burgundy, and in every thing 
thought like tint Prince's Preceptor, the' famous Arclu 
biihop ot Cambray, fo well known by his humane max- 
ims of gcvcinmenc, and the preference he gave to the 
interci^s of tihe people over the grandeur of the monarch. 
Thcf iarquis de Torcyenforcevd as a politician, what the 
Duke de Bcauvilliers had advanced as a citizen. lie 
reprefented how impolitic it was to incenfe the Englilh 
nation by fo rafli a fiep. Louis yielded to the opinion 
of his Council, and rcfolved no: to acknowledge the fbn 
of James 11. as King. 

The fame clay Mary of Modena, widow to the de- 
ceafed James, went to Madame de Mainrenon’s apart- 
^nent, to fpeak with Louis XIV. She with a flood of 
tears conjured him not to treat her fon, herfelf, and the 
memory ot a King he had proteiled, with fo much in- 
dignity as to refufe an empty title, the only remains of 
ad their former greatnels ; adding, that as her fon had 
always received the honours of a Prince of Wales, he 
cwght to be treated as King, after the death of his father*, 
and that even William himfcif could not complain of 
this, provided he was left to enjoy Ins ufurpation. I'hefc 
arguments (he firengthened with another which con- 
cerned the glory of Louis XIV. by reprefenting to him, 
that whether he acknowledged the fon of James II. or 
net, tlie Kngiifh would nevcrthelefs declare war againft 
ITance, and that he would only feel the mortification 
of having facrificed the noblenefs of his fentiments to a 
fruirhfs precaution. T'heic rcprelentations and tears 
w^ie feconded by Madame de^Maiiuengn. The King 

refumed 
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.refumed his former fentiincnts, and the noble Tcfolution 
of protciling diftrefled Kings to the utmoft of his power. 
In a word, James III. was acknowledged, the fame dajr 
that it had been determined in Council not to acknow- 
ledge him. 

Ihe Marquis de Torcy has frequently owned this re- 
markable anecdote. He has not indeed inierted it in his 
manufeript memoirs, becaufe (as he hiinfelf obferves) he 
thought it was not to the honour of his mailer, to be pre- 
vailed upon by two women to alter a refolution v/hich had 
been taken in his Council, home Englifh gentlemen * 
have told me, that had ic not been for this ftep, their 
Parliament might not perhaps have taken part in thedif- 
puce between the Houies or Aufiria and Pourbon ; hut 
that the acknowledging as their King a perfon pro- 
i'eribed by tlum, appeared an infulc oHered to the na- 
tion, and an attempt towards exerciling an ablblutc au- 
thority over Fairope f. The inftruPtioir. given by the 
City oi' London to its Reprelentatives, contain tiie fol- 
lowing violent exprelfions J The King of Fiance 
“ has created a V^iceroy for himfelf, in conferring the 
title of ourSovercign on a pretended Prince of Wales. 
Our condition would be unhappy, indeed, if we were 
to be governed by the will of a Prince, who has em- 
ployed fire, fvvord, and the gallies, to dcfiroy the Pro- 


* Anion;T others, my Lord Bolingbroke, who in his Memoirs has 
juiiii-jed all tliat the Author of the Age of Louis XtV. advances. 
See hib Letters, \ ol. U. page 56. M.de d orcy isof the fame opinion 
lus iVIeinoiis ; lie fays, Vol. L page 164, “ The King’s refolati ni 
i< I'rinccof Wales for King of England, wroughfa 

chaogc in the difpofitions which a great part cf the nation fliewe^ 
^ t<^waras preieivirig the peace, ^Vc.” Lord Bolingbroke (a) s, in his 
lettf^is, that Louis XIV. acitnov. lidged the ihe ecvicr “ through le- 
^ mare in;portunit'Cs,'’ Thefc arc ruflicient pri'ols how indulUioufly 
eic Author of the Age of Louis XIV. has fought after the truth; and 
what candour he has rel.ifcd if. 

adame de Caylus, niece to Madame dc Maintenon, tells the fame 
Uuy in her Memoirs. IranJlatOi , * 

I L w.s fumevvhat Pjpn), to he fure. //;/./. 

fhJ k jiillifiable, bom their own refentmepts, and 

p-charaXer Of Louis? 
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tcftants of his own kingdom. Would he have more 

humanity for us than tor his own fubjeds ?’* 

Williafn cxpreiFed himfclf to his Parliament with the 
fame ftrength. 1 he new King James was dei. lareci guilty 
ot high-treafon ; a Bill of Attainder was enaded againh: 
him, that .s to i'ay, he was condemned to death, as his 
grandrather was; and it was in virtue of this Aft that 
a price was afterwards fet upon his head. Such was tlie 
fate ol this unhappy family, whole misfortunes wne 
not yet exh.'ufted ! it mull be acknowledged, that tins 
was oppofing barbarity to the generofity ot the King of 
France". 

It appears more probable, that the Englifh would have 
declared war againli: Louis XIV. even though he li<id re- 
ftifed the empty title of King to the fon of James 1[. 
ffis grandfon being in pohcfiion of the Spamhi monar. 
chy, lecmed alone lufficient to arm all tlie antime 
Powers againli him. A few Members of the Houie ot 
Commons bribed to favour his caule, could never Ikvc 
oppofed the torrent of the nation. It remains to be cie- 
cided, then, whether Madame de Maintenon did not 
judge better than the French Council, and wiiether 
Louis XIV. was not in the right to indulge the pride 
and fenfibility of his foul 

The Empeior Leopold firft began this war in Italy, 
in the fpring oi' the year xyoi. Italy has always been 
the favourite objeft: in all the concerns of the Emperors. 
He knew his arms could more eafily penetrate here 
through the Tirolefe and the Venetian State*, for Ve- 
nice, though neuter in appearance, flill inclined more 
to the Hoiife of Auferia than to that of France *, and 
being alio obliged bv treaties to allow a paifage to the 
German troops, fne only fulSlled her engagements with 
the lefs reluftancc. 

T he Emperor, before he ventured to attack Louis 
XIV. on the fide of Germany, waiud till the Germanic 
body began to Itir in his favour. He had correfpontl- 

* It muff rot acknrwiedgcd tl^at there was either barbarity or 
^enerofjy la the whole afthir. 7 ranjlaior^ 

ents 
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cnts and a party in Spain ; but thefe advantages could 
turn to no account, unlefs one of the fons of Leopold 
was on the fpot to avail himfeif of them, and he could 
not be tranfported thither but with the afliitance of the 
Engliih and Dutch fleets. King William haflened the 
preparations. His foul, more aftive than ever in a feeble 
and almofl lifelefs body, fet every thing in motion ; not 
jb much to ferve the Houfe of Auflria, as to humble 
Louis XIV 

He vvas to have headed the armies himfedf, at the be- 
ginning oF the year 1702: but death prevented his de- 
fign. A fall from his horfe completed the 
dilorder of his enlecblbd organs, and a flight 
fever can ied him off. He died withcjut ma- 
k’ng any reply to what the Engiifh deigymcn f who 
attended at h s bed-fide faid to him in relation to their 
religion, and iliewcd no other concern but for the af- 
fairs of Europe. 

He left bchmd Iiim the charadler of a great politician, 
though he was never popuiai •, and a torniidable Gene- 
ral, though he had lofl: \o many battles. Always circum- 
Iped in his ccmJudt, and fpirited only in t!ie day of 
battle, he reigned pr^aceably in England, merely be- 
caiife he did not attempt tube abfolute. He was called 
the Englilh Stadtholder, and the Dutch King. He un- 
dcTltood all the European languages, but fpoke none 
ot them well, as he had a much greater fiure of 


What an inviilioar. motive h given here ! A fpicc of French mo- 
rality this. Tranfiator, 

f Oar author is miilaken. infteatl of ihe.ving any folicitivle about 
the aifatjs of Europe, lie p.aid lit.le or no attention t») the fvarl of Al- 
bemarle, jult arrived from Holland, when he explained to him in pri- 
vate the poihire of afFatrs upon the Continent ; all the anfwer he made 
uas, ttre cuffs ma Jin, My ilfe draws near a cK)!'?.” He conferred 
on rpiritual matters with ArchbiOiop Tennifon and JBifhop Burnet, 
i^ncrament with great devotion. 

s this is a fait upon record, the above adertion appears rather a 
thi '■eprefen ration than a tnilhike. Perhaps M. Voltaiie m.ght ima- 
receive a familion, by havinir a monarch 
un'lu n banners. But Kin^s may Jhmeiimes be a& weak and 

^'i^^kedasanyofthpir fubjeds. Bid. 


reflcflioB 
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retleftion than imagination. His charafter was in every 
thing the very reverfe of that of Louis XIV- 
gloomy, referved, fevcu, dry, and filent, as much as 
l.oids was He hattd women ^ as much as 

Louis loved them. Louis made warlike a King-, Wil, 
liam like a fddier. He had fought againfl: the Grcar 
Condc and againll Luxemburg, leaving the viftorv 
doubtful between Conde and him at SeneF; and quickly 
repairing liis defe 'ts at Fleurus,Stcink:rk, andNervinde. 
He Vv'as as proud a ,ouis ; but his pride was of that 
harlli and fupcrcilious kind, whicdi rather difjuds than 
awes. If the fine arts fiounfhctl in France by the patron- 
age of the King, they were fvpk lied in Ike land, v hcic 
they addicted themfelves to nothmg but a harfh and rel- 
iefs foir ot politics, agieeable to the natiii'c of the 
Prince. 

■ Thoic who admire moll: the merit of having defended 
his country, and the advanca-e ol having acquired a kiig'- 
dom without any natural r.ght to it, and of maintainirg 
a rule over a pet-pie without being beloved by them ; 
of having governed Idolland with all the authoriiy of a 
Sovereign, Without cnflavinn- it-, of having been the 
foul and head of one-half of Europe; of polfelfing the 
talents of a General with the courage of a Ibldier; of 
never having pcrfecuted any one on the fcore of religion; 
of having a contempt for tne fi.'peiftitions of mariltind; 
of having been fimplc and moclcrare in hs mannt'is; 
llich, I lay, will doubtleis give the title of Great to Wii- 
Jiam, rather than to Loui^. Bur thole who are more 
'delighted with the pleafuics and gaiety of a brilliant 
Court, with magnificence, with the piwtediion given to 


* Burnet hinti. the re.ifon. 

The of M. Daii;’,e.m arc quote J Tor King William’^ hav- 

ing Idid ccic'., “ 'flie King of Fr.t net- oir'^ht uoi to hate me, Kr i 

** iitiitatc him in many fhint I fe,'i Min in more, and admire hnn itt 
a]].’’ But luih a fpeech u nwi uf ihe chara(5lcr of King WiWian»» 
Ic is net to be ff-und in any of the Lmglifn memoirs or anecdotes ref* ** '* 
ingtotJiat Prirr' ^ nor i-j u pf-Hible he could ever have faid he 
copied I our. ; i;e uliolc manners, taAt*, nml condin^I, bodi tn Vv'ar g' 
peace, in every thing opposite to ihglc of that monarch. ' 
fain, 
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the arts, with a zeal for the public good a thirfl for 
glory, and a talent for reigning *, who are more flruck 
vdeh that authoritative manner with which his Minifters 
and Generals added whole Provinces to France, on an 
or ler from their King ; who are behdes alLonifhed to fee 
n fingle State make head againltfo many Powers; who 
have greater efteem for a King of France that procures 
the kingdom ot Spain for his grandfon, than for a fon- 
In law wKo dethrones his father-in-law ; in a word, thofe 
who admire more the proteftor, than the perfecutor, of 
King James ; iuch will give Lou.s the preference. 

* In what fenh Louii^ XIV", could be faid to be zealous for the pub- 
lic good, I canr;oi conceive ; he whofj criminal amhicion impove- 
nmed his kingdom, and reduced !iis to mifery. As to h]> 

i.ilenr for reigning, we fiiall owly obferve, that, alter Kirhelicu haci 
reduced the power of the ouble^, and Coloert had ennehed the king- 
dom with commerce, as well eltabl.fiicd the plan of internal c^overn- 
iiient, it was a veiy cafy matter lo maintain authority nrd order in a 
iiifiou offlives over^awed by a (landing army of above four hundred 
cfoifaad bur.d.tci, mured ^ b’o ’d h- ine. 


CHAR 
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fthe mmorahk war for the fuccejfwn of the Monarchy cf 
Spain. ConduSf of the Minijlers and Generals till the 
year 1703. 

T O William IH. fucceeded the Princefs Anne, 
daughter to King James by the daughter of 
Counfellot Hyde, at'tei wards Chancell(>r, and one of 
the principal men of the klngdofn. She was married 
to the Pr.n'C of Denmark, who nnked but as the 
firft fubcv'^ of the realm. ioon as Ihe came to 
ti-e crown, flic adopted all tiie meafuies of King 
William, though Ike had been at open variance with 
him during his life. Thefc meafures were thofc of the 
nation. In other kingdoms, a Prince obliges his peoy-Ie 
to enter implicitly into all his fehemes ^ but in England 
a King mult enter into thofe of fiis people. 

The difpofirions made by England and Holland for 
placing, i' polTible, the Archduke ( harks, Ion to the 
Emperor, on the throne oi Sp.dn, or at lealt to oppofe 
fhc eltabliibment of the Bourbon family, merits, perhaps, 
the attention of all ages. 

The Dutch on their part were to k( cp an army ot 
one hundred and two thoufand men in pay, either la 
garrifon or in the field. This was much more than the 
whole Spanifii monarchy could furnifh at that time. A 
province of merchants, who, thirty years before, had 
bcenalmolt totally fubdued in the fpace of two month.s, 
could now do more than the mailers oi Spain, Naplc , 
Flanders, Peru, and Mexico. England promilt d to 
furnifh forty thoufand men, befides its fleets. It happen? 
in mofl alliancts, that, in the continuance of them, the 
|>arties concerned fail Ihort of their llipulations ; bnt 
England, on the contrary, furniflied fifty thoul.ind mtn, 
tiie^iecond year, tnftcad of forty, and, towards the 
iatiCT part of the war, kept in pay, on the frontiers 0 
i-rance, in Spain, Jtaly, Inland, America, and on boar 

her fleet, near two hundred . thoulancl fighting 

foldier? 
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ioldicr.s and failors, partly her own troops, partly thofc 
fjf |;er allies ; an expence almoft incredible to thofe who 
Kileft, that England, properly fo called, is not above 
one third lo large as France, and has nor one-half 
of the current coin ; but which will appear probable in 
ih" eyes of thol'e who know w: at commerce and credit 
can do. The Jfngliih always bore the greateft fhare of 
tile bur: hen in this alliance, while the Dut-.h infenfibly 
khened theirs: for, after ail, the Rrpublic of the States- 
Gencral is only an illudrious trading companv ; whereas 
Isngland is a Jci tileicouncry, a commercial and a war- 
liL'c nation. 

I'he isir.peror was .to furnidi ninety thoufand men, 
extliifive of chc fuccou.s ot the Empire, and ihofe allies 
v/liich he hojyad to (lyaich from the Houfe of Bourbon; 
and }Cl the grandlon of Louis XlV. alre ady reigned 
peaceably at Madtid, and Louis, at tl;e beginning of 
tlie cenrury, was at the zenith or his power and glory, 
But tlK)!e who peiv traCid into th^- poiirxad i'pnngs of the 
levcral Courts ol iMirope, aiul dp ci.dlv that or France, 
began to lear forne levcdc. Spain, (n.tc'cbled under the 
ia:l Kings of rite race o[ Charles V. Secants hill more fo 
during the early p'li C of the reign of the Bourbons. The 
i loule ot avullria he’d p.utiihnsin feverai provinces of 
this ntonareliy. Cataloina feemed xady to Ir.ake off the 
new yoke, and acknov. ledge the Archduke etha' les. It 
was i!r)j)Ojiible hut that Portugal muft, lo-n r or later, 
take part with the I »ouie of Aulcria. Its obvious policy 
v/as to toiuent a civd v/ar among the Spaniards, its 
natural ene OK :s, whicii mufc turn to the advantage of 
] albon. d he Duke of Savoy, lately become father in- 
giw to tiicnew Kingof ^pain, and 1 nkedto the Bourbons 
Jjy the lies of 'olood as well as treities, feemed already 
dilplealcd wich his fons-in-law. Fifty thoufand crovsns 
ii-month, afterwards cnercafed toi Ao hundred thoufand 
h^Hivs, did not appear a fufficimt confideration to bind 
their mrerdl. FJq wanted kail Montferrat, 

‘intua, and a part of the Durchy of Milan. The 
■i^eigiicy b.luviour he met with from the French Ge- 
aticifiofn the Mj|;ullry at Verfaiiks, made him 

appre- 



3 * 


THE AGE OF LOUIS XIV. 


apprehenfive, and not without reafon, that he (I'lould fcon 
be thought of little confequence by his two lons-in-Iaw, 
who kept his dominions furrounded on cvrry fide. He 
had already luddenly broke oM his connexions with the 
Em[)ire in favour of France ; and it leemed more than 
probable, that, finding hiinfelf fo little regarded by the 
latter, he w(iuld cliange fides the firft opportunity. 

As to the Court of l.,oui'^ XIV. and his kmgdom, per. 
fons of a quick clifcernment already perceived a t nance 
in them, which is only vifible to duller intellects Vvhea 
the decline is far advanced. The lling, now palt threc- 
fcorc, was grown more retired, and ccnfequentlv knew 
lefs of mankind; he faw tilings «at too great a diicance, 
with eves lefs difeerning, and da///led with a lony 
feries of profperity. Madam.e de Maiiitenon, wifh ell 
tile t iumable qu . lilies ilie v .-s mill refs of, liad neither 
the itrength, courage, nor y reatnefs of mind, retpiihr.^ 
for fupporting the glory of a State. She was inli rumer.td 
in procuring the management of tne finances in i6> h, 
and the department ot war in 1701, for lier crcateie 
Channllard, wlio was mco’e cf the Ijonei:' man than the 
Miniller, and had ingratiated inmlcif witli the Kang l>v 
his dmnx'eC conduct, wdien ernpiowed at St. Cyr. Hu', 
noivvidiitanding thisouiwarc. .ippjtarancc of modelly, la: 
had the mis. online to tliink liiinleli capable of beuara, 
thole t'.vo burdens at once, wliicli Colbert and Lcuvoa 
had wirii diiiiculty lupportcd fepaiaiely. The King, 
depenciij^g upon his own experience, ihouglit that he 
could fuccefsfuily direX liis iViinillers; and when Lou- 
vois died, lie faid to King James, 1 have loft a good 
‘‘ Miniller; but neither your alfairs nor mine fhall go the 
“ worfe for it.” When he made choice oi Barbefieux to 
fuccecd Louvoi^', as Secretary of War, he laui to him, “ 1 
“ formed your father, and will form you He laid 
much to Chamillard. A King who had conduXed public 
afi'airs fo long, and with fuch fucceh, leemed to liavc* 

* See the manufeript meiroirs of IM Danpenu. They are rcfirrol 
to lieie, becaufe this anecCoie, whith is nundonei there, has bcri* 
often confirnud by Maudchal FeuiiJade, Cn-in-laA' to Chatrul'^ci', 
StM.ie!£jy of State. Vdia&rc. ‘ 

- a right 
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a right to fpeak in this manner. But a confidi:^ce in Ijiw 

abilities deceived him. 

In regard to the Generals whom he employed, they 
were frequently limited by the orders tht7 receive^ 
from him ; like Ambaffadors who mufl: not depart from 
iheir inftruftions. He and ChamilUrd dire:ted th^ 
operations of the campaign in Madame de Maintenon^^ 
ciolet. If a General was defirous of executing any greaf 
undertaking, he was frequently obliged .to dilpatch 4 
courier to Court for permiifion, who at his return found 
the opportunity lol>, or the General beat n. 

Military rewards and dignities were profufely lavilhed, 
under Chamillard’s adminiilration. Numbers of young 
perfons, hardly tic to be taken from ft hool, were allowed 
10 purciuife regiments, which, with the enemy, was th^ 
reward of twenty years fcrvice. This diacrencp >va^ 
vciy fenfibly felr on many occafions, in which an e;x- 
peiicneed Officer might have prevented a deicat. Th^ 
Ciolies of the KnigliCh of St. Louis, a reward invented 
by the King in 1693, then the objedt ot 
among the Officers, wereexpofed to fale, in t e beginr 
n.r.g of (JhaniiJlarcrs Miniftry, and were to be bought for 
hiry crowns a-picce, at any of the War offices, JVJiujC^fy 
dilv;ipline, the Ibul of fcrvice, which nad oeen lo itridUy 
kept up by Louvois, had degenerated into a lacal re- 
mifTnel's ; the companies were not complete in .tlifir 
number of men , no.r the regiments m .their OfUcers. 
facility with whicn fiK.h deticiencKS might be compro.r 
miled with the Commiffiiries, and the inattention of* the 
Miniller, produced thiS diforder. i-ien.ee arofe a dc.edt, 
y^’hich, fuppofing an equality in other xelpects, muit 
intallibly occajion the lofs of all their battles, iror, to 
have an equal extent of fionc with that of the enemy, 
they were obliged to oppofe weak battalions to ftrpng 
ones. 1 he magazines were no longer lo well provided;, 
^or at inch convenient ciitlances, nor were the arms fo 
well tempered as formerly, Thole* therefore who per- 
tenved thele defecls in the adminiflration, and Knew whajt 
jenerals h ranee had to deal with, trembled tor her, even 
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in the midft of thofe firft advantages which fecmcd to 
promife her greater fuccefs than ever*. 

The firft General who gave a check to the fuperiority 
of the French arms, was a Frenchman, for fo we ftioiild 
call Prince Eugene, though he was the grandfon of 
Charles Emanuel, Duke of Savoy. His father, the 
Count de Soiffons, had fettled in France, where he was 
Lieutenant-General of the King’s armies, and Governor 
of Champagne, and married Olimpia Mancini, one of the 
nieces of Cardinal Mazarin. From this match, 
166; unfortunate in other refpefts, was born at Paris 
this Prince, who afterwards proved fo dange- 
rous an adverfary to Louis XIV. hnd was fo little known 
to him in his youth. He was called at firft in France 
by the name of the Chevalier de Carignan. He after- 
wards took the petit-collet^ and was ftiled the Abbe of 
Savoy. It is faid that he aficed the King for a regiment, 
and met with a denial, accompanied with fomc con- 
tumely. Not being able to fucceed with Louis XIV. he 
went to ferve the Emperor againft the I'urks, in Hun- 
gary, in 1683, together with the two Princes of Conti. 
The King fent an order to the Princes of Conti, and all 
thofe who had accompanied them in the expedition, to 
return home. The Abbe of Savoy was the only one 


• The compiler of the Memoirs of Madame de Maintenon fays, 
that, towards the end of the foregoing war, the Marquis de Nangis, 
Colonel of the King’s regiment, told him, that he had no way to 
flop the defertion of his foldiers, but by knocking the deferters on the 
head. It is worth while to remark, that this Marquis de Nangis, 
afterwards a Marfhal, was not Colonel of the King’s regiment till the 
year 17 1 1. Voltaire, 

The fame author abufes the regiment of guards, whom he calk 
Pierrots : he feems not to know how they diftinguifhed themfelves at 
Vaicour, Steinidrk, Nervinde, and at almoil every fiege. Hiltory 
fhould not be a fatirc againfl any body of men, or private perfons. 
Tranjlator. 

All thefe circumllances imply, that the former profperity of 
Louis was not owing to*hi$ own perfonal talents, but entirely to the 
great abilities of his old Miniflcrs and Generals, who were now no 
more, Uid, 


who 
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who refufcd to obey the mandate He had before de- 
clared that he had renounced France for ever. The 
King, when he was told of this, faid to his Courtiers, 
Don’t you think I have had a great lofs and they 
gave it as their opinion, that the Abbe of Savoy would 
always be a wild fellow, and fit for nothing, d’hey 
founded their judgments on certain fallies of youth, by 
which we are never to Judge of men. 

This Prince, v/ho was held in fo much contempt at 
the Court of France, was born with all the qualifica- 
tions which form the hero in war, and the great man in 
peace: he had a found judgment and a lofty mind, and 
that refolution which* is requifite both in the field and 
the cabinet. He was guilty of faults, as all Generals 
have been, but thefe were loft in the number of his 
great aflions. He fhook the greatnefs of Louis XIV. 
and the Ottoman Power : he governed the Empire ; and, 
in the courfe of his vidorics and miniftry, fhewed an 
equal contempt for vain-glory and riches. Fie cheriili- 
ed, and even protected learning, as much as could be 
done at the Court of Vienna. At this time he was about 
thirtydeven years ot age, and had the experience of his 
own viftories over the Turks, and the faults which he 
had feen committed by the Imperialifts in the late wars, 
in which he had ferved againft France. 

Fie entered Italy by the city of Trent, in the territo- 
ries ot Venice, with thirty thoufand men, and with full 
liberty to employ them as he pieafed. The Court, at 

There were at thit time feveial young Lords of the Court, who 
wrote indecent letters to the Pnneesof Conti, in which they were 
wanting in the reip>.-d they owed the King, and in complaifance lo' 
acianie de Maintenon, who was then only a Lvouritc. Thefe lec- 
intercepted, and the young people dilgraced for fome time, 
i he compiler of the Memoirs of Miinteiion is the only one who af- 
that the Duf'e de la Rocheguion Lid to his brother, the Mar- 
de Liancourt, “ Brother, you deferve death, if your letters are 
intercepted.*’ In the firif place, no one deferves death for having 
n o enfive letter intercepted, but for haviiig wrote it ; and in the 
ext place, noone defei ves death for wri inga j ft. It is evident that 
int Lords did not deferve oeatb, becaufe they were all takent 

rene again. All thefe fuppofititious fgeeclies, wiiich are lo lightly 

^orld, and afterwaus collected and pub ifhed by cb- 
mercenary wriicrs, are undelcrving of belief. Foltare. 

D 2 firft, , 
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firll-, forbad Marllial Catinat to oppole the paffige of 
Vrincc Eugene, cither bccaufc they would not coniinit 
the lirit ad of hollilicy, which is bad policy when one 
is properly prepared, or die becaule they would not 
(iiloblige the Venetians, who were however Icfs Co be 
feared than the German army. 

I'his iirtt millake in the Court occafioned Marfhal 
Catinat to commit others. A perfon rarely luceeeds, 
who follows a plan not his own. Behdes, ’tis well known 
how difficult a matter it is, in a country cut through 
with rivers and (beams ot water, to prevent a Ikiltul 
enemy from palling them. Prince Eugene to a great 
depth of defign added a promptitude of execution. 
The nature of the ground likewife on the banks 
of the Adige, occahoned t!ie enemy’s army to be drawn 
up more compad, while that of the Fiencli was more 
extended. Catinat was ibr marching to meet the ene- 
my j but the Lieutenants- General railed difficulties, and 
formed cabals againd him. Pie had the weaknels not to 
make himfdf be obeyed. Themildnds of his dirpofition 
led him to commit this great error. 

Eugene began by forcing the pod of Carpi, 
Ly 9> near the White Canal, which was defended by 
’ St. Ih'emonr, who, by ncgleding the General’s 
orders in lome rdpec^hs, occafioned his own defeat. Af- 
ter this iu^ceb, the German army had the command of 
all the country between the Adige and the Adda, and 
penetrated ir.to the Breilan, vvliile Catinat retreated be- 
hind the Oglio. Several good Officers approved of thi- 
retreat, wliicii, in their opinion, was a very prudent 
onej to which we may further, add, that the failure ot 
the provifions and ammunition promifed by the Minn 
fery, rendered it ablbluteiy ncceifary. The Courtiers, 
at]-* elpecially ihole who had hopes of (ucceeding Cari- 
na: m the command, reprefented his behaviour as a 
fcanddl to die Ficncli name. Marflial Villeroi pcrluad- 
cd them dun he could letr eve the honour ot the naCiOn. 
I'hc conhdence with which he fpoke, and the affection 
the King hud for him, procured him the command ifi 

‘Itilvi and d!aifhalCatii)U, irltwithdanding his former 
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vidories of Staffarde and Marfailles, was obliged to ferve 
ijilJer him. 

The Marflul Dukedc'Villeroi was fon to the Kmg’s 
Governor, had been brought up with his royal mafter, 
and always enjoyed a principal fliare of his favour : he 
had been with him in all his campaigns, and made one 
in all his parties of pleafure : he was of an agreeable and 
engaging figure, extremely brave, a very worthy man, 
a good friend, fxncere in his conneftions, arid magnifi- 
cent in all his a^Iions^ But his enemies faid he was 
more taken up, after he came to be General, with the 
honour aiui pleafure ot Commanding,' than with the 
fehemes of a great Captain ; and reproached him with 
being fo much wedded to his own opinion, as never to 
liiUn to the advice of others. 

lie now repaired to Italy, to give his orders to Cat!* 
nat, and difguft the Duke of Savov. His behaviour 
fnewed that he thought a favourite of Louis XIV, at the 
liead of fo powerful an army, was infinitely fuperior to 
a Prince. He never called the Duke by any other 
name than Mvnfuur deSavoj^ and treated him like a com- 
mon General in the pay of France, and not like a fove- 
reign, and mafler of the barriers which Nature has 
placed be:ween PVance and Italy. In a word, the 
Iricndfhip of this Prince was not legarded fo much as 
was ncceffary. The Court thought that fear was the furefi: 
knot to bind him j and that a French army furround- 


• The Author, uho in his younger days had frequently the honour 
of feeing this Nobleman, thinks himfcH authorifed to cic-clare, that 
the above ib his real charajflcr. La Beaumelle, who abufes both Mar.- 
lhal V^illeroi and Marfhal Villars, and many others, in h-is notes on 
the Age of Louis XIV. fpeaks thus of the late Marflial Duke of Vil- 
page 1 C 2 , vol. 11]. of the Memoirs of Madame de Maintenon : 
J \ illeroi the vam-glorious, who ufed to amule the vt.omcii with fo 
eaiy an air, 4ind would afk hi8 fervants with fo much arrogance, 
is there any money put i-nto my pockets?*’ How can any perfon 
put into the mouth, I will not fay of a great Nobleman, but even < f 
Hny well. bred man, words which weie be ore faid to have been fpoken 
) a f inanciei ? How can he pretend to talk of fo many pi cat men of 
J e pBft age, as if he had feen vhtm all r Oi, how can any one have 
*e aliurance to commit to writing fuch falfe, Lurrilous, and abfurd 

D 3 jng 
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ing about fix or feven thoufand Piedmontefc^ was a fuf, 
ficient pledge for his fidelity. Marlbal \''ilk*roi behaved 
to him as his equal in common intcrcourfc, and his 
fuperior in the command. 

The Duke of Savoy had the empty title of Genera- 
liffimo, but Marfhal Villeroi was lo in faft. He im- 
mediately gave orders for attacking Prince Eugene in 
the poft of Chiari, near the Oglio. I'he General Of- 
ficers were of opinion, that it was againft all the rules 
of war to attack this poft, for thefe efteruial reafons 
that it was ol no confequence ; that the intrenchments 
were inacccffible-, that nothing could be gained by 
fercing them •, and that, if they failed, the reputation 
of the whole campaign would be loft. Villeroi, how- 
ever, told the Duke of Savoy that he muft march, and 
fent an Aid-de-camp to order Marflial Catinar, in his 
name, to begin the attack. Catinat made the meften- 
ger repeat the order to him three different times ; then 
turning towards the Officers who were under his com- 
mand, Come on then, Gentlemen,” faid he, “ \vc 
muft obey.” They marched diredtly up to 
the intrenchments, and the Duke of Savoy, at 
^ the head of his troops, fought like a perfon 
who had no fubjedt of complaint againft France. Ca- 
tinat fought death every-where. EIc was wounded; 
neverthelefs, on feeing the King’s troops repulfcd, 
and Marfhal Villeroi iffuing no order, he made a retreat ; 
after which he quitted the army, and returned to Ver- 
failles, to give an account of his conduft to the King, 
without complaining of any one. 

Prince Eugene always maintained his fuperiority 
over Marffial Viileroi. At length, in the heart ot 
the winter, 1702, one day that the Marffial was fleeping 
in full fecurity in Cremona, a pretty ftrong town, and 
P ^ provided with a very numerous garrifon, he 
lyoz' found Idmfejf awakened with the node of a dif 
charge of fmail-arms. He role in haftc, mounted 
his horfe, and the lit ft thing he met with was a fquadron 
of the enemy. The Marffial was immediately 
prifoncr, and led out of the town, without knowing 

any 
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any thing that had pafled there, and unable to conceive 
the caufe of fo extraordinary an event. Prince pAigene 
was already in the town of Cremona. A Prielf, named 
Bazzoli, Provod of St. Mary laNova, had introduced the 
German troops through a common fewer. Four hun- 
dred men having been conveyed through this pafs into 
the PridPs hoiifc, immediately flew the guards at the 
two gates, which were flung open, and Prince Eugene 
entered the city with four thoufand men. All this was 
done before the Governor, who was a Spaniard, had the 
leaft ful'picion, or Marfhal Villeroi was awake. The 
whole affair was conduced with the greateft fecrecy, or- 
der, and diligence. The Spanifli Governor, onthefirft 
alarm, appeared in the ftreet with a few foldiers, but 
was [n'clijntly Ihot dead with a mulket: all the General 
Officers were cither killed or made prifoners, excepting 
LieiitcnaruTjieneral Count de Revel, and the Marquis 
du Praflin. Chance, however, confounded the prudent 
meafures of Prince Eugene. 

It happened that the Chevalier d’Entragues w^as that 
day to review the regiment of marines, of which he was 
Colonel ; and the foldiers were aflembled by four o’clock 
in the morning at one of the extremities of the city, tx- 
adly at the time that Prince Eugene had entered at the 
other. D’Entragues began to run through the ftreets 
with his foldiers. He makes head againit thole of the 
enemy that came in his way, and by this means gives the 
reft ot the garrilbn time to repair thither. The ftreets 
and fquares were now filled with officers and foldiers, con- 
lufedly mingled together; fome badly armed, and others 
halt naked, without any commander, without order. 
1 hey fight in contuflon, and entrench themfelves from 
dicct to ftreer, and trom fquare to fquare. Two Irilh 
regiments, which tormed part of the garrilon, checked the 
efforts ot the Impcrialifts. Never was greater art Ihewn 
in the lurprize oi a town, nor more yalour in defending 

Phe garrifon confifted of about five thoufiind men, 
rince Eugene had as yet introduced only four thoufand. 

haige detachment ot his army was to have joined them 
D 4 by 
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by the bridse over the : the mtafures were well 
concerted, but another ftroke of chance rendered them 
ill irui'lefs. 1 his bridge^ which guarded only hyan 
hundr d French foldiers, was to have been fcized upon 
byti, e German cuiraffiers, who were ordered to go and 
make rherrd'elves mafters of it, the inflant Prince Eugene 
entered the town. For this purpofe, as they came in by 
the fouth gate, ntxt to the common fewer, they were to 
go out into the country of Cremona, at the north part of 
the city, through the Po-gate, and then immxdiatelv 
nlaketlie bed (^1' their way to the bridge. As they were 
going through cIk ci'y, tlte guide who condudlcd them 
^as kilh d by a mulkct-fhot from a window r the cuiiab 
fiers miftake one dreet ior another, and wander our of 
their way. During th s fmall inte’-val of time, the liiih 
affembic at the Po-gate, attack and repulfe the cuiraf- 
fier^ ; and the Maiquis du Prallin, feizing this lucky 
moment, o ders tiie bridge to be broken down ; t!ic 
fuccoLirs which the enemy expected cannot arrive, and 
the town is faved. 

Prince Eugene, after hiving fought the whole (h:}\ 
ind ilill keepmg poHefrion of the gate by which he en- 
te:eu, ar length retiieu, carrying with him Marflial \ ik 
Icroi, and moft of the General Officers, prifoii! rs j hut 
dij'appointed f f taking CreUiOna, which his activity and 
prudence, logcther with the negligence of the Generals 
had onic made him m..ftcr of ^ and which chance, and 
the valour cf the French and Irifn troops, had fuaicheJ 
from him again. 

Marlhal \'illeroi, who was extremely unhappy 
this occalion^ was condemned by the Courtiers arVei-’ 
failles wi h all the feverity and acrimony that his Ihan^^ 
6f the royal favour, and the haughtinefs of his citaiac- 
ter^ which appeared to be vanity, could infpire. 1^^^ 
King, who blamed without condemning him, provok- 
ed to find his choice fo highly cenlured, fuffertd thele 
words to elcape him : They abule him becaufe he is 

xt}y favourite * a term that he never before made idc 

* 5^ Daogtau*s Memoirs r 
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of in regard to any one. The Duke of Vencloir.e was 
immediately appointed to go andxake the command in 
Italy- 

The Duke of Vendome, grandfon to Menry IV. was, 
like him, intrepid, miid, beneficent, and humble-, a 
llrangcr to hatred, envy, or revenge: he was haugiity 
only among Princes, but condescending to every one elfc. 
lie' was the only General under whom tl:e common fob 
tiierswerc not led to fight from a Dnfe of military duty, 
and that inilin(fiive bravery, merely animal and mecha- 
nical, which obeys the orders of their Officers : they 
fought for the Duke ot^Vendome; and would have laid 
doa .1 tlieir lives to extricate hitn out of any difficulrv 
into wliich his fiery genius fontetlmcs l.urricd him. He 
was thougjic not to equal Prince Eugene in the cool- 
ncls and depth cf Ids defigns, and tiie art of fubfdling 
Ills troops. He was too apt to ncglcdt little matters, and 
fufiered military difcipline to languifli in his army : he 
iacriliced too much of his time .to Deep and the plea- 
iuros of the table, as well as his brother. Thefc indul- 
gences put him more than once in danger of bemg taken 
prilbacr : but on a day of aflion, he made amends for ail 
theie tauks, by a prefence of mind and diicernment 
which feemed to be infpired by danger. I'hcle opportu- 
nities he was continually feeking, being not fo well qu w 
lihed tor a defenfive war as Prince b ugene, but luily 
equal to hirn in the ofi-enlive part. 

i lie lame diforder and negligence that he introduced 
into the army, w^ere vifible to a lurprifing degree in his 
noui'hold, and even in his own perfon. ^ From his great 
aveifion toffiew, he contradled a cynical (lovenlinels al- 
mokunparalleled and his difintereftcdnel's, the mod no- 
t of ail virtues, became in him a fault, by making him 
iole more throu h negiedt ofoeconomy, than he would 
expended in adfcs of bouiity, ITe has been often 
- riown to want even common neceflari/?s.. Elis brotlicr, 
It Grand Prior, who commanded under lum in Italy, 
faults, which heca:ned to a kill greater ex^ 
^ ^Jiade amends for by the lame valour. It was 
;' 'Ungtofcc two Generals never rifing from bed till 

. four 



42 


THE AGE OF LOUIS XIV. 


four o’clock in the afternoon ; and two Princes, grand- 
Jons to Henry IV. neglefting their perfons in a manner 
that the meaneft foldier would have been afliamed of. 

What is Hill more furprifing is, that mixture of afti- 
vity and indolence with which Vendome carried on fo 
vigorous a war againft Eugene ; a war of artifice, fur- 
prizes, marches, croffing cf rivers, petty Ikirmifhes 
often as fruitless as bloody, and murderous battles, in 
which both Tides claimed the victory ; fuch as that of 
Lirzara, for which Tc Deum was fung both at 
Pans and Vienna. Vendome always came oif 
‘ conqueror, when he had not to contend with 
Prince Eugene inperfon but as loon as iie appeared at 
the head of his croo|js, the French had no longer the 
advantage. 

In the midft of thefc battles, and the ficges of fo 
many towns and citie.% private intelligence was brought 
to Verfailles, that the Duke of Savoy, grandluii 
June 5, of Louis XIII. father-in-law to the 

Duke of Burgundy and Philip V. was going 
to quit the Bourbon intereil, and then adually in ticaty 
with the Emperor. Every one was aftoniflied, that 
he Thould at once leave two fons-in-law, and give up 
what appeared to be his true intcreft. But the Emperor 
had promifed him all that his fons-in-law had refined 
him-, Montferrat Mantua, Alexandria, Valencia, and 
the countries between the Po and the Tanaro, with 
more money than he received from France. This mo- 
ney was to be furnilhed by England, for the Emperor 
had hardly fufficient to pay his troops. England, the 
richell of all the allies, contributed more than any ot 
them towards the common caufe. 

Whether the Duke of Savoy fiiewed any regard to 
the laws of nature and nations, is a queftion inmorahtv 
which has very little to do with the conduct ol 
Ibvcreigns*. The event, however, proved in the eno, 

• The law of nations will juftify any Prince in renouncing an alli- 
ance, when he finds himfclf ill ufed by his Ally. Our author ownj 
ihai the Duke of Savoy was treated with infolence by the Genera 
France ; and that the advantage of ‘his kingdom waJ better conlua 
in his engagements with the Emperor. TranJIator. , 
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that he was not at all wanting to the laws of policy, in 
the treaty he n)ade ; but he was deficient in another very 
rffential point, in leaving his troops at the mercy of the. 
French, while he was treating with the Kmperor. I’he 
Duke of Vendome ordered them to be diiarmed. 

They were indeed no more than five thou land men, 
but this was no inconfidtrable objeef to tlie Duke * 
of havoy. 

No fooncr had the IToufe of Bourbon loft this ally, 
than file heard that Portugal had likewi!c declarecl 
againft her. Peter, King of Portugal, acknowledged 
the Archduke Charles fq^r King of Spain. 'Tiie impc- 
lial Council, in the name of this Archduke, difniembcr- 
ed in favour of Peter II. a Monarchy, in which he 
was not as yet mafter of a fingle town; and, by one of 
thole treaties which were never executed, ceded to him 
Vigo, Bayonne, Alcantara, Badajox, a part of Eftra- 
iiKiCiura, all the countries lying to the weft of the river 
hi Plata in America ; in a word, he lliared what he had 
nor, in order to acquire wh it he could in Spain. 

d'he King of Portugal, the Prince of Darmftadt, 
Miniiler to the Archduke, and the Admiral of Caiiile, 
his creature, implored even the airiliancc of the King of 
Morocco. I'hey not only entered into a treaty with 
'thefe barbarians for horfes and corn, but ftipulated like- 
wife for a body of troops. The F.mperor of Morocco, 
Muley Ihnael, the moft warlike and politic tyrant at 
diat time in the Mahometan nation, would not fend his 
tioops but on fuch terms as were dangerous to Chriften- 
dom, and fliameful to the King of Portugal: he de- 
tnanded a fon of that King’s as an hollag'g together with 
a certain number of towns. The treaty did not take 
pace; and the Chriftians tore one another to pieces 
^Jth their own hands, without calling in the aid of bar- 
r alFiftancc of Africa w'ould not have done 

1 ^ ^auch fcrvice as England and 

Holland did. 

Earl, and afterwards Duke, of Maribo- 
KnrV’ General ol the Coi fedcrate Armies of 

d ^nci and Holland, in the year 1702, proved as fa- 
tal 
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tal to the Frencii greatnefs, as any man that had appear, 
cd for many ages. He was not one of thofe Generals 
to whom a Mmilfcr delivers the plan of the campaign 
in writing, and who, after having followed the orders 
he has received from the Cabinet at the head of |iis 
army, returns home to folicit the honour of feing 
employed again. He at that time governed the C^icen 
of England, both by the occafion flie had for his fer- 
vices, and by the authority his wife had over her mind. 
He managed the Parliament by Iris powerful intcrell, 
and by that of the 'rreafurer Godolphin, whofe fon 
married one of his daughters. Thus having the direc- 
tion of the Court, the Parlia'ment, the War, and the 
Treafury, more a King than ever William had been, as 
great a Politician, and a much greater Gcmeral, he a- 
ceeded the moll languine hopes ol tlie Allies. He pol- 
fefll-d in a fuptriorV.egree to any General of his tnie, 
that tranquil courage m the midit of tumult, tind I'cre- 
nity of foul in danger, which the Englifh ctill a cool 
head. It is perhtips to this qualification, the principal 
gift of Nature for a Commander, that the Englilh were 
tormcrh- indebted for their victories over the French 
in the ficltls of J’oic'cr.s, CrtiTy, and Agincourt. 

Marlborough, v/!io was indclatigable as a warrior, 
during the carr.paign, was no Ids adtive a ncgociator in 
the wmter. He went to the Hague, and vilitcJ all the 
Courts of Germany. ] k pcrl'uaded the Dutch to drain 
themfelves to huiublc Fiance. Ik roufed the refcntnient 

of the Eleftor- Palatine. He flattered the pride of tlie 
Elector of Brandenburg, who wanted to be Kiof. 
by holding the napkin to him at table, by whip 
he drew from him a fupply of between feven anti eiglK 
rhoufand men. Prince Eugene, on his fide, had m 
fooner finiihed one campaign, than he went to 
na to make preparations for another. An arrny isc‘ ' 
tainly better fupplied, where the General is likewilet 


Miniftcr. ^ 

Thele two great men, who had fomctinjs th ^ 
mand jointly, 'lometimes Icparately afted a vv^_ 
conceit with each other. “They had fiequcn 
tnccs at the Hague with the Grand Penfionary 
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fins iind the Secretary Fagel, wlio governed the IJnic- 
cJ Provinces with equal abilities^ and better fuccefs, 
than the Barneveldcs and De Wits. They, in conjunc- 
tion, continually let the Iprings of one*half of Europe 
in play againft the Houfe of Bourton ^ and the French 
Minidry was at that time too weak tooppofc chofecom- 
hined forces long. The plan of their operations for 
the campaign was always kept an inviolable fecret be- 
tween them, "rhey fettled their defigns amongll them- 
Iclves, and did not intruil them even to thofe who were 
to fecond them, before the very inftanc of execution. 
Chamiilard, on the contrary, being neither a politician, 
a warrior, nor even a good financier, and who yet aiicd 
as Prime-Minilter, unable to form any plans of his own, 
was therefore obliged to applv to inferior people for their 
aOidaiice. His fecret often divulged, even before 
he himfclf knew exadiy whit was to be done. 01 this 
the Marquis de P'euquieres acculcs him, v/ich great juf- 
t!ce ; and Madame de Maintenon acknowledges in 
her letters, that ilie had made choice of a man who w'as 
not (it for the Miniftry. This was one of the principal 
caufes of the misfortunes which betel France. 

Marlborough, as ibon as he came ro the command of 
the allied army in Flanders, fhewed that he had learnt 
<he art ot w-ar from the great Turenne, under whom he 
had lornierly made ids firlt campaigns as a volunteer. 
He was then known in the army only by the name of ch<; 
^iaiidlome Englilhman ^ but Turenne loon perceived 
tiiac this handfomc Englilhman would one day be a 
great man. He began his command by railing leveral 
dubaltern Officers in whom lie difeovered meric, and 
who were till then unknown, without confining himfclf 
to the order ot military rank, which we in France call 

Order of the Roll*. He was lenfible, that wiieaf 
preferment is only the conlequencc of feniority, alll 
j^niuUiion mud periffij and that an Officer is not al-j 
ways the better, for being die oldcf. He prefentiy 
^rmed men. He gained ground upon the Frenc-b, wiib- 

^ lift «f chc Army, in which ihe^a;c« of Ccm.T.iftiocs .i.e rwtek 
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out hazarding a battle. Ginkd, Earl of Athlone, tLe 
Dutch Genera], difputed the command with him the 
fird monrh, and, before fix weeks were at an end, was 
obliged to yield to him in every rcfpedl:. The King of 
France fent his grandfon the Duke of Burgundy againft 
him, a wife and upright Prince, born to make a peo- 
pie happy. The Marflial de Boiifflers, a man of inde- 
fatigable courage, commanded the army under theyonrifr 
Prince. But the Duke of Burgundy, after having feen 
fcveral places taken before his face, and being obliged 
to retreat by the fkilful marches of the Englifli, retunied 
ro Verfaillcs before the campaign was half over, leaving 
Boufflers to be a witnefs to * Marlborough’s fuccelfts, 
who cook Venlo, Ruremonde, and Liege, and continu- 
ed advancing, without lofing the fuf)eriority a moment. 

When Marlborough returned to London, at the clo^c 
of this campaign, he received all the honours thnt could 
be beftowed either in a Monarchy ora Republic. Hn 
was created Duke by the Qiieen ; and, what was fill 
more flattering, received the thanks of the two Moules 
oF Parliament, who fent deputies to compliment him at 
his own houlc. 

However, there now arofe a perfon who feemed likely 
to reftore the fortunes of France. I'his was the Mar- 
flial Duke de Villars, then Lieutenant-general, and 
whom we have flnee feen, at the age of eighty-two, 
commander in chief of the armies of France, Spain, and 
Sardinia : a foldier full of bravery and confidence, who 
had himielf been the architeft of his own fortune, by 
his forwardnefs in tranfeending the mere line of his duty. 
He fgmetimes offended Louis XIV. and, what was IhH 
more hazardous, his Minifler Louvois, by fpeaking to 
them with the fame boldnefs with which he ferved. He 
was accufed of not having a modefly becoming his coiw 
rage. But at length it was j'een that he had a genius 
formed for war, and to command Frenchmen. He 
been greatly advanced within a few years, after having 
been. left a long time unnoticed. 

Never was there a man whole preferment created niore 
iealoufy, and wiih lefs reafen. He was Marlhal u 
" ^ 2 
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France, Duke and Peer, and Governor of Provence : 
bur then he had faved the ftate; and others who had 
ruined it, or had no other claim but that of beino- cour- 
tiers, had met with as great rewards. He was even up- 
braided with the_ riches, though moderate, acquired 
by contributions in the enemy’s country ; a juft reward 
for his valour and conduft ; while thofe who had amaffed 
fortunes of ten times the value, by the inofl: fcandalous 
methods, continued topoflefsthem with the approbation 
of the Public. Me did not begin to enjoy his fume till 
he v/as near eigiity. It was necelTary that he fliouid 
have ’outlived the whole Court to have enjoyed it un- 
dillurbed. ' 


it may not be amifs to acquaint the world with tb.e 
reaion of this injuftice in mankind ; it was owing- to 
the want of addrefs in Marflial Villars. He liarrnot. 
ciiough to make himfelf friends, though he pode.ded 
both integrity and undcrllanditig ; nor to makc^himi;-: ,* 
ellccmed, though he only fpoke of himfelf as he defa ve'i 
that others fhould fay of him. 

One day, when he was taking leave of the King- m oo 
snd command the army, he faitl to him bc-fore the wiime 
Court, “ Sire, I am going to fight your Majefty’s cne- 
‘ lines, and leave you in the midft of mine.” He laid 
•to the Courtiers of the Duke of Orleans, Regent o; t.he 
ivmgdom, who were ail grown rich by tha rfubverfion 
of Me State called Syftem, “ For my part, I never g-ot 
iiiy thing but by the enemies of my country.” Tlk-fe 
expreffions, m which there appeared the fame couiMf^e 

alrorlt'r'’m'°"'’, htimbling to thofe who were 

• hifficiently mortified at his good fortune. 

■•-t the beginning of the war he was one of the Lieu- 

command of the detach- 

grefs h/i The Princc^made fome pro'- 

and the file advantages of number.s of the ground, 
®tniy was luccefsful campaign. His 

which borl. of Brifgaw, 

border upon the Black Foreft ; and this imn.enf’- 

i'orcit 
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Forefl: fcparat::d the Elcftor of Biivaria’s army from the 
French. Catinar, who commanded in Strajbarg, had 
too much circunjfpcdion to think of attacking the 
Piince ot Baiien at fuch a difadvantage ; as in cafe of a 
repulfe the French army nuiil infall bly be ioil, and AF 
face laid open. ViiLirs, who had relblved to be Mar- 
ihal of France, or die in the attempt, hazarded what 
Catinat did not dare to undertake. He wrote to Court 
for perrailfinn •, and then marched towards the Impe- 
rialitts at Friedlingen with an inferior force, and fought 
the battle ot chat name. 

The horfe engaged in the plain : the French infantry 
climbed up to the top or the hiil, and attacked the Ger- 
Ot\ r4 entrenched in the woods. I h.ive 

1702. * more than once heard Marihal Viilars himfelf 
fay, that after the battle was won, and he 
was marching at the head of his infantry, a voice v/.is 
heard crying out, We are cut oil'!” upon winLh the 
v/hoie body immediately took flight. He ran up to 
them, crying out, What is the matter, friends ? \Vc 
have gained the vidlory. Long live the King’’’ 'I'lie 
l«)ldiers, all pale and trembling, repeated, ‘‘ Long live 
“ the King !’* but began again to fly, as before. He 
declared that he never met with more difficulty than in 
rallying the conquerors, and that if only two of thti 
enemy’s regiments had fhcwecl themfelvcs at that ia- 
Itant of general panic, the French would have been 
beaten : lo frequently does the fate cf battles depend 
upon chance. 

The Prince of Baden, though he lofi; three thoufand 
men, with all his cannon, was driven out of the field ot 
battle, and purfued tor two leagues through woods 
and Gt files, while, as a proof of his defeat, the fort 
ot Friedlingen capitulated : never ilielefs, he wrote to 
the Court of V ienna that he had gained the vidlory, 
and ordered Deum to be lung, v/hich was moie 
Ihameful to him'than even the iols ot the battle. 

^ The French, reiovered from their panic, proclaimed 
Vilbfs MarQial pf France on the field of battle ^ and 

• the 
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the King, a fortnight afterwards, confirmed the title 
which the foldiers had conferred on him. 

Marfhal Villars having afterwards joined the Elec- 
tor of Bavaria with his viftorious army, found him like- 
wife a conqueror, gaining ground of the enemy, ^ 
and in poiTeflion of the Imperial City of Ra- , 703 ’ 
tifbon, where the Diet of the Empire had 
lately vowed his defl:ru 6 lion. 

Villars was better cjualihed to ferve his country in 
following his own genius, than in concert with a Prince, 
He carried, or rather dragged, the EleClor acrofs the 
Danube ; but no foonerjiad they paffed the river, than 
the Eledor began to repent of what he had done, per- 
ceive ng, tliat upon the lead; check he ihould be obliged 
to leave his dominions at the enemy's mercy. The 
Count of Sty rum, at the head of near twenty ihoufand 
men, was in march to join the grand army under the 
Prince of Baden, near Donawert. The MarOnal cold 
the Eledlor that this muft be preventcck by marching 
diredily and attacking Siyrum. The Eleclor, willing to 
temporize, replied, that he mufl: confer with his Mini- 
fters and Generals, “ Am not 1 your [Vliniller and Ge- 
neral anlwered Villars : Do you want any other 

council but me, when you arc to give battle The 
Prince, full of the danger whicli threatene ci his domi- 
nions, Hill kept back, and even grew angry with the 
General. ‘‘ Well then, faid Villars, if your PdcCloral 
Highnefs will not embrace this opportunity with 
your Bavarians, I will begin the battle with the 
French;’’ and immediately g.ive orders lor th? at- 
‘ tack. The ^ Prince was incenled *, and looked upon 
Villars as a madman, but was obliged to fight againft 
his will. This v/as in the plains of Hoihftct, near Do- 
nawerr. 


• All this m^y be found in the memoirs of Marfhal cle Villars 
in manufeript, wheie I myfelf have fren every cir cum ftance. '1 he 
hrft volume of thefe memoirs in print are really his ; the two others 
are by another hand, and fumewhat diircicr.t. J^oltaivc, 
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Sept 20 charge, there appeared another 

1703/ inftance of the effe< 5 l of chance in battles. 1 he 
enemy’s army and that of the French were both 
feized at the fame time with a panic, and fled j and 
Marjhal Villars law himfelf left alone for fome minute^ 
on the field of battle : however, he rallied liis troops^ 
Jed them back to the charge, and gained the viftory'p 
ddiree thouland of the Imperi.ilifs were Jett dead on the 
field, and four thoufand'taken prifoners, wiili their can- 
non and baggage. The Flcdor made himfdf mafterof 
Augfburg. The road to Vienna was open, and it was 
even debited in the Fnipcior’s Council, whether he 
fiiould quit his capital. 

The Emperor was exciifable for his apprehenfions ; 
he was b. aten every where. The Duke of Burgundv, 
with tlie Marfhals 1 allard and Vauban under him, had 
juft taken Old Brific ; and I'aiiard hud not oiily taken 
I.andau, but had alfo defeated the Prince of Heffe, af- 
terwards King of Sweden, near Spires, as he was at- 
tempting to relieve the town. If we believe the Mar- 
quis de Feuquleres, (a moft excellent OfFiccr and com- 
plete judge in the military art, tliough rather loo fevere 
in ii’S judgments) Marlhal d ailard won the battle by 
a fault and a miftake. However, he wrote thus to the 
Sling from the fi ld of battle: Sire, your Majefty’s 

army ii.s taken more ftandards and colours, than it 
‘‘ has ioft 0^ private men.” 

In this a<^tion there was more execution done by the 
bayonet, than in any other cluMug the war The P'reiu h 
have a fingular advantage! ia the ufc of this weapon, on 
account of their natural impctuofiiy ; but it is now l)c- 
come moie menacing than fatal : the quick and clofe 
fir.ng has prevailed in its ftead. The Engldh and Ger- 
mans wcic accuifomtd to (irc in divifions with greatei 
order and rcadinefs than the French. The Pruftiaiis 
were t’le hrft wdio loaded with iron rammers. 1 he Ic- 
cond King of Priillla taught his troops fuch an cxercilc, 
that they could fire fix times in a minute with griut 
cafe. Ihree ranks dilcha'-ging their fire at once, and 
then advancing brjfkly up, decide the fate of battles at 
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prefcnt. The field-pieces likewife produce a nolefs for- 
midable effe61:. The battalions who are ftaggered with 
the fire, do not wait to be attacked with the bayonet, and 
jire completely routed by the cavalry; fo that the bayonet 
frightens more than it flays, and the fword is become 
abfolutely ulclefs to the infantry. Strength of body, 
fJijll, and courage, are no longer of any fervice to a 
combatant. The battalions are become great machines, 
and thofe vdiich are bed formed naturally bear down all 
that Hand in che.r way. I'his was the very thing wdiich 
gave Prince Eugene the victoiy over the Turks, in 
thofe famous battles of J’emefwar and Belgrade; while 
the latter would in all probability have had the advantage 
from their fuperiority of numbers, had thefe battles been 
what we call dole fights Thus the art of dellroying 
each other is not only entirely diirrrent from what it was 
before the invention of gun-powder, but even \yhat it 
was a century ago. 

As tlie. French arms maintained their reputation with 
filch fuccefs at fir ft in Germany, it was prefumed that 
Marllial Villars would carry it ftill farther, by an impe- 
ruofity which would difconcert the German phlegm : but 
the fame charader which made him a formidable ch'ef, 
rendered it impoffible for him to ad in concert with the 
ddector of Bavaria. The King w^ould not fuffer his Ge- 
nerals to flicw haughtinefs to any but his enemies ; and 
the bJedor of Bavaria, unhappily for himfelf, wrote for 
another Marflial of France. 

Villars himfelf, quite tired with the intrigues of a fac- 
tious and intcrelled Court, of the irrefolution of the 
' Eiedor, and ftill more with the letters of the Minifter 
ot State, Chamillard, full of prejudices againft him, a- 
rifing from his ignorance, requtfled leave from the King 
to retire. I his was the only recompence he required 
tor all his fleilful operations in war, and a battle won. 

But Chamillard, for the mi^fortun(^ of France, fent 
him into the midft of the Cevennes, to make peace with 
the fanatical pcafants ; and fo deprived the armies of 

* The French word is melee. Jt means a clofe fighr, where men 
are perfonally engnged fword in hand. ^ranJlaior» 

E 2 prance 
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France of the only General, except the Duke of Ven- 
d6me, who was then capable of infpiring them with an 
invincible courage. We lhall fpeak of thefe fanatics in 
the Chapter of Religion. Louis XIV. had at this time 
enemies that were more formidable, fuccefsful, and ir- 
reconcileable, than the inhabitants of the Cevennes. 


CHAP. XIX. 

Lofs 0^ .the Battle of Hochjlet^ ^ or Blenheim^ and iti 
confcquences, 

T he Duke of Marlborough was returned to the Low- 
Countries, in the beginning of 1703, with the 
fame condu6t and the fame fuccefs. He^ had taken 
Bonn, the refidence of the Elector of Cologne. Frorrx 
thence he marched and retook Hui and Limburg, and 
made himfelf mafter of all the Lower Rhine. Marfhal 
Villeroi, now returned from his confinement, command- 
ed in Flanders, ^here he had no better fuccefs againft 
Marlborough, than he had had againfl Prince Eugene. 
Marfhal Bouffiers, with a detachment of his army, had 
indeed gained a fmall advantage in the fight of Eckeren, 
over the Dutch General Opdam •, but a fuccefs which 
has no conlequences, is of no account at all. 

Tlie Houfe of Auftria, notwithllanding, feemed to be 
undone, if the Englifh General did not march to the 
afllfiance of the Emperor. The Elector of Bavaria was 
mafter of PalTau. Thirty thoufand French, under thC' 
command of Marfhal Marfin, who had fucceeded Villars, 
over-ran the countries on the other fide the Danube. 
There were feveral flying parties in AufFia. Vienna 
itfelf was threatened on one fide by the French and 
Bavarians, and or? the orher by Prince Ragotfki, ai the 
head of the Hungarians, fighting for their liberty, and 
fupplied with money from the Fnnchandthe lurks. 
In this fituation of affairs. Prince Eugene haflened tiom 
Italy to take the command of the armies in Germany, 
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and had an interview with the Duke of Marlborough, 
at Heilbron. The Knglifli General, whole hands were 
ai full liberty, being left to ad as he pleafed by his 
Qiiecn and the Dutch, marched with fuccours into the 
heart of the Empire. I'aking with him, for the prefent, 
ten thoufmd Englifli foot, and twenty-three fquadrons 
of horfe, he makes forced marches, and arrives on the 
banks of the Danube, near Donawert, oppolite to the 
Eleclor of Bavaria’s lines, where about eight thoufand 
French and as many Bavarians lay entrenched, to guard 
the country they had conquered. After an engagement 
of two liours, Marlborough forces the lines, at the head 
of three battalions of Englilh, and routs the Bavarians 
and French. It is laid that he killed fix thoufand of the 
enemv, and loft as many himfelf. A General 
concerns himfelf little about the number of flain, 
provided he fucceeds in his enterprize. He 
then took Donawert, palled the Danube, and laid Ba- 
varia under contribution. 

Marlhal Villcroi, who attempted to follow him in his 
firit marches, loft fight of him on a fudden, and knew 
nor where he was, till he heard the news of his vi6lory 
at Donawert. 

Marlhal Tallard, who with a corps of thirty thoufand 
men had marched by another route to oppofe Marlbo- 
rough, came and joined the Eledor. At the fame time 
Prince PEigene arrives, and joins Marlborough. 

At length the two armies met, within a fmall diftance 
of the fanae Donawert, and nearly in the fime plains, 
where Marflial Villars had gained a vidory, the year 
before. He was then in the Cevennes ; and 1 know, 
that having received a letter from Tallard’s army, 
v/ricten the night before the battle, acquainting him 
with the difpoficion of the two armies, and the manner 
in which Marlhal Tallard intended to engage, he wrote 
to his brother-in-law, the Prelider^t de Maifons, telling 
him, that if Marftial T allard gave the enemy battle in 
that pofition, he muft infallibly be beaten. This letter 
was lliewn to Louis XIV. and afterwards became public. 

E 3 
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The French army, including the Bavarians, confided 
of eighty-two battalions, and one hundred and fixty 
fquadrons, which made in all near fixty thoufand men, 
the corps being then not quite complete. The enemy 
had fixty-four battalions, and one hundred and fifty-two 
fquadrons, in all not above fifty- two thou land men; for 
armies are always made more numerous than they really 
arc. This battle, that proved fo bloody and decifive, 
deferves a particular attention. 

The French Generals were accufed of a number of 
errors ; the chief was, the having brought themfelves 
under a neceffity of accepting baifle, indead of letting 
the enemy’s army wade itfclf for want of forage, and 
giving time to Mardial Villeroi, either to fall upon the 
Netherlands, then in a defencelcfs date, or to penetrate 
farther into Germany. But it diould be coniidered, in 
reply to this accufation, that the French army, being 
fomewhat dronger than that of the Allies, might hope to 
defeat it, and that the viftory would have dethroned 
the Emperor. The Marquis de Feuquieres reckons up 
no lefs than twelve capital faults committed by the 
Elector, Marfin, and I'allard, before and alter the bat- 
tle. One of the mod confiderable was, the not having 
placed a large body of foot in their centre, and having 
feparared the two bodies of the army. I have often 
heard Marlhal Villars fay, that this difpofuion was un- 
pardonable. 

Marlhal Tallard was at the head of the right wing, 
and the Eiedlor, with Marfin, at the left. 'Fallard had 
all the impetuous and fprightly courage of a Frenchman, 
an active and penetrating underltancling, and a genius 
fruitful in expedients anci refources. It was he who had 
concluded the partition treaties, lie had attained to 
glory and fortune by all the ways of a man of genius 
and courage. The battle of Spires had gained him great 
honour, notwithdancUng the animadverfions of Feu- 
quic res ; for a viclorious General never appears culpable 
-it; the eyes of the Public, while he who is beaten is 
always in the wrong, however jud or prudent his conduct 
may have been. 


But 
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But Ma^fhal Tallaid laboired under a malady of very 
dangerous conf qucnce to a G^meral j his fight was fo 
weak, that he could not diftinguifh objcdls at the diftance 
of twenty paces from him. Thofe who were well ac- 
quainted with him have told me, moreover, that his im- 
petuous courage, quite the reverfe of the Duke of 
Marlborough’s, growing (till warmer in the heat of the 
adlion, deprived him fometimes of the necefiary prefence 
of mind. This clefedt was owing to a dry and ir.tlam- 
matory ftate of the blood. It is known that the quali- 
ties ot tlie mind arc intirely influenced by the conllitu- 
tion of the body 

This was the firfl: tiVne that Marflial Marfin had ever 
commanded in chief. With a great fliare of wit and a 
good underftanding, he is faid to have had rather the ex- 
perience of a good Officer, than of a General. 

As to the Eleiflior of Bavaria, he was looked upon lefs 
as a great General, than as a valiant and amiable Prince, 
the darling of his lubjefls, and one who had more mag- 
nanimity than application. 

At length the battle began, between twelve and one 
o’clock in the afternoon. Marlborough with his Englifh, 
having pafled a fmall rivulet, began the attack upon 
I'allard’s cavalry. I'hat General, a little before, had 
lode towards the left wing to obferve its difpofiition. It 
was no fmall difadvanrage to Tallard’s corps at the onfet, 
to be obligeti to fight without its General at its head. 
The corps commanded by the Fdedlor and Marfin, had 
not yet been attacked by Prince Eugene. Marlborough 
was engaged with the French right wing near an hour, 
before Eugene could come up to the Elector at the left. 

As foon as Marflial Tallard heard that Mailborough 
had attacked hiS wing, he immediately poffced thither, 
where he fi uad a furious adion begun. The French 
cavalry rallied three times, and was as often repulfed. 

He then went to the village of Blenheim, where he had 

• 

• M, Vohdirc has here rendered man a machine^ by one ftroke of 
his pen. The M«irquis d^Argens has written a treaufe on this hint.• **’ 
Such redoubted authorities mull certainly exhaull our fouls out of our 
bodies, like an air-pump, ^\anfator. 

E 4 polled 
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pofted twenty feven battrilions, and twelve fquadrons. 
This was a little detached army, that kept a continual 
fire on Marlborougirs troops. After giving his orders 
in this village, l:e hiftens back to the place where the 
Duke with a body of horfe, and battalions of foot be- 
tween the fquadrons, was driving the French cavalry 
before him. 

Mr. dc Feuquieres is certainly miftaken in faying that 
Marfluil Tallard was not there at this time, but was 
taken prilbner as he was returning from Marfinhs wing to 
his own. A.11 arcounts agree, and it was but too true 
for him, that he v/as aftually prefent. He received a 
hurt in the ablion, and his fon was mortally wounded by 
his fide. His cavalry was routed before his face. The 
v,6loriotjs M irl borough forced his way between the two 
bodies of rl.e French army, on one fide; while, on the 
other, his Gener.l Officers got between the village of 
Bh-nlieim ind 'fallard’s divilion, which was allb feparated 
from the little army in that village. 

In this unha[q)y fituation, Marffial Tallard flew to 
rally fome of the broken Iquadrons ; but the badncls of 
his fght made him miflake a fqnadion of the enemy 
for one of his own, and he was taken prifoner by the 
Ilcffian troops that were in the Englifh pay. At the 
ve y .nflant that the General was taken, Prince Euo-cne, 
after liavi ^g been three times repulfed, at length gained 
the ad\un*age. The rout now became total in Tallard’s 
divifion ; every one fled with the urmoft precipiiation ; 
and lo great w. s the terror and confufiou throughout 
that whole wing, that offic<.rs and foldiers ran headlong 
into the Danube, without knowing whither they were 
going. 

1 here was no General- Officer to give orders for a 
reticat ; no one th;Ought of laving thole twenty-feven 
bullions and twtdve fquadrons of the bell troops of 
France, tl.at weie fq unfor'unately fliut up in Blenheim, 
or of bringing them into adion. At lafl Marflial 
-•Mar;rii ordeied a icireat. I’he Count du Boorg, after- 
wards Madhal of France, faved a fmali part of the in- 
fantry, by defiling through th^ maj flies of Hochftet ; 

bu^ 
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I ut neither he, Marfin, nor any one elfe, thought of this 
little army, which ftill remained in Blenheim, waiting 
for orders which they never received. It con filled of 
eleven thoufand effedivc men, from the oldeft corps. 
There are many examples of kfs armies that have beaten 
others of fifty thoufand men, or at lead made a glorious 
retreat j but the nature of the poll determines every- 
thing. It was impoflible for them to get out of the 
narrow ftreets of a village, and range thcmfclves in order 
of battle, in the face of a vidorious army, that would 
have overwhelmed them at once with a fupenor front, 
with its artillery, and even with the very cannon of the 
beaten army, which were then in the pofiefllon of the 
conqueror. 

The General-Officer who commanded there, the Mar- 
quis of Clairambault, fontotheMarfhal of thatname, was 
haflenmg to receive orders from Marlhal Tallard, when 
he was lold rhat he was taken prifoner-, and feeing no- 
thing but fugitives, he fled with them, and was drowned 
in the Danube. 

Brigadier Sivicres, who was pofled in this village, 
ventured upon a bold ftroke. He called aloud to the 
Officers of the regiments of Artois and Provence to fol- 
low him : fcveral officers even of other regiments obeyed 
the fummons, and rufliing out of the village, like thofc 
v/ho tnake a Tally from a town that is befieged, fell upon 
the enemy; but after this Tally they were to retreat back 
again. One of thele Officers, named Des-Nonvilles, re- 
turned fome few moments afterwards on horfeback, with 
die Earl of Orkney -j-. As foon as he eruen d the village, 
the red of the Officers flocked round him, enquiring if it 
was an EnglTa prifoner he had brought in ? “ No, 
Gentlemen, leplied he, I am a priluner myfelf, and 
am come to tell you, that you have no meafu.e left 
but to furrender yourfclvcs prifoners of war. Here 
is • the Earl of Orkney, who is come to ofler you 
terms.” _ 

At hearing this, all thefe old bands fluiddered with 
horror; the regiment of i^avarre tore its colours, and 
♦ Hamilton. 


buried 
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buried them. But at length they were obliged to yield 
to neceflity j and this whole army laid down its arms, 
without having ilruck a blow. Lord Orkney has told 
nie that it was impofllble for them to do otherwife, in 
their confined lituation. Europe was ftruck with 
aftoniihmcnt, that the beft troops in France fliouid have 
iuffered in a body Inch a difgrace. Their misfortune 
was at 111 ft imputed to cowardice ; but a few years aftcr^ 
wards fourrein thoiifand Swedes, who furrendered at dif- 
cretion to the Mufeovites in the open field, fully juftified 
the French. 

Such was this famoqs battle, which in France 
was known by the nameof Hocliftet, in Germany 
of Plcintheim, and in England of Blenheim. 
The victors had near five thoufand killed, and eight 
thoufand wounded ^ the greateft part of which lofs fell 
on the fide of Prince Eugene. I'he French army was 
almoft intirely cut to pieces. Of fixty thouland men, 
who had been fo long vidlorioiF, not above twenty 
thoufand could be colleded together after the battle. 

This fatal day was diftinguiflied by the iofs of twelve 
thouland men killed, fourteen thoufand made prifoners, 
all the cannon, a prodigious number of ftandards, co- 
lours, tents, and equipages, with the General of the 
army, and twelve hundred Officers of note, in the hands 
pf the conquerors. The fugitives difperled tliemfelvcs 
on all fides *, and near an hundred leagues of country 
were loft in lefs than a moiuh. The whole Electorate ot 
Bavaria, now fallen under the yoke of the Emperor, ex- 
perienced all the feverity of Anftrian reientrnenc, and all 
the cruelties of a rapacious foldiery. The Eledlor flying 
to Bruflels, met on the way his brothgr the EleClor ot 
Cologne, who like him was driven out of his doniinions, 
and they embraced each other flicdding tears. The Court 
of Ver failles, accuftomed to continual fuccefles, was 
flruckwith aftor^ifliment and confternation at this revcile. 
The account of this defeat arrived in the midft of the 
rejoicings made on account of the birth of a great^grand- 
Ic n of Louis XIV. No one would venture to acquaint 
the Kirg with the fliocking news. At length Madame 
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de Mciintenon took upon her to let him know that he 
was no longer invincible. 

Jt has been affirmed, both orally and in writing, and 
the fame has been repeated in all the hiftorics, that 
the Emperor ordeied a monument of this defeat to 
be ereded on the plains of Blenheim, with an inferip- 
tion refledling on the French King; but no fuch 
monument ever exifted The Engiifli alone erefted 
one to the honour of the Duke of Marlborough. I'he 
Qtieen and the Parliament built an immenfe palace for 
him, on one of his principal eftates, to which they gave 
the name of Blenheim, where this battle is reprefenced 
both in paintings and in tapeftry f . The thanks of the 
two Houfes of Parliament, and of the Cities and Bo- 
roughs, and the general acclamations of the people, were 
the frIEfruits he received from his victory. But the 
poem written by the ingenious Mr. Addifon, a monu- 
ment more durable than the palace of Blenheim, is 
reckoned by this warlike and learned nation among the 
mok honourable recompences of the Duke of Marl- 
borough. The Emperor created him a Prince of the 
Empire, by bellowing on him the Principality of Mia- 
dclheim, which was afterwards exchanged for another ; 
blithe was never known by that title; the name of 
Marlborough being now the mod noble by which he 
could be dillinguifhed. 

By the difperfion of the French army an open paPage 
was left CO the Allies, from the Danube to the Rhine. 

1 hey paired the latter of thefe rivers, and entered Alface. 
Ihince Louis of Baden, a General famous for his en- 
campments and marches, inverted Landau. Jofeph, 

* Reboulet afTures us, that the Emperor Leopold actually caufed 
fuch a pyramid to be eredled ; and it was firmly believed in France, 
ull Marlhal Villars, in 1707, fent fifty malbns thither to demolifh it, 
who could find no fuch thing. The Continuator of Rapin, who has 
*^nly compiled from the Duioh Gazettes, takes tl^is infeription for 
Rranctd, but imputes it to the Englifh. It was merely an invention of 

of the idle French Refugees. It was very common then, aiwL— • 
continues fo fiill, to give the lye of the dav, or Hying rumours, fey 
*i^atters of faft. Formerly, was deficient in memoirs; it is 

Crammed with them. The truth is fwalloweJ up in an ocean of 
pamphlets, roltaire, 

t I his poffibly might have given rife to the ilory. TranJI, 
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King of the Romans, eldcfl: fon of the Emperor Leo- 


No\'. 19, and 
U04- 


pold, came to be prefent at this fiege. 
Landau was taken, and afterwards Traer- 
bach. 


The lofs of an hundred leagues of country did not 
yet ilraiten th ' frontiers cf France. Louis XIV. fup- 
porttd his giandi )n in Spain, and his arms were vidorious 
in Italv. ■ It r.quiied great efrorts to make head againil 
the viftorious Mail! orovigh in Germany, which however 
hed id. The Icatterrtl remains of the aim/ were gathered 
together, tiic garrifons were ordered to furniili men, and 
the militia were conimanded.^ to take the field. I'he 


Minifiry borrowed money every wheie. At length an 
army was got together ; and M..r;hal Vi liars was recalled 
from the centre ot tiie Cev nncs, to lake the command 


u})on hen. irie cim* ami joined the army at Triers, 
Wiierc lie found himf If in view of the Englilli Genera), 
with an info or army, both fides were defirous of 
giving ba'tle; but liie Prince of B iden not coming up 
locn cnuu.di lo join his troops to tliofe of the Fnglilli, 
Vdlarshiui the honour of oldiginn Marlborounli 
to decamp. 'I iiis wa- don.g a great deal, at 
^ that time. 1 he Dulte of M rloorough, who 
had a fuiiicient refp-ft tor Ma-flial Villars to wilh to be 
tlleemcd by him again, wrote him the following billet, 
while he was decamping : “ Do me the juitice, Sir, to 
** believe, that my retreat is entirely the Prince ot 
Baden’s faulr, and that I elleem you even more tliaii 
I am ‘ingry with him.’* 

The f'iciK h had lliU fome barriers in Germanv. The 


enemv had not yet attempted any thing in Flamicrs, 
where Martha! \dileroi, now at (iberty, had the con- 
rnand. In Spam, fving Piiilip Y. and the Arclultkc 
Charles were both i.n expectation of the crown j the 
former, from the powerful atfillance of his grandratiier, 
and the good-will of the gteater part of the Spaniards; 
-jbe latter, fi am the atfifunce of the Englitb, and the 
partifans he had in Catalonia and Arragon. This Arch- 
duke, afterwards Emperoj;, and at that time fetond fon 
to the Emperor Leopold, went, tow^aids tlx latter 

ot 
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of 170:^, without any retinue, to London, to implore 
the affillance of Queen Anne. 

At this crifis the Englifn power appeared in all its 
glory. This nation, which had fo little intCfell wirh this 
quarrel, furnillied the Auftrian Prince with two hundred 
tranfport-iliips, thirty Ihipsof war joined to ten lail of 
thCiDutch, nine thouliind men, and a fum of money, to 
go and conquer a kingdom. But notwitlillanding the 
liiperiority which power and benefits confer, the Em- 
peror, in his letter to Qiiecn Anne, which the Archduke 
ptefented, did not give this Princefs, his benetaulrefs, 
tlie tide of Majefty, but only that of Serenity*, agree- 
ably to the Idle of the Court of V^ienna, which cuifom 
alone could jollify, and which reafon has fince changed, 
when pride has been obliged to ftoop to ne'celFity. 


CHAP. XX. 

Lojfes in Spain. Lofs of the battles of Ramillics and 
and their confequcnccs. 

O NE of the firft exploits performed by thefe Englilh 
troops was the taking ot Gibraltar, a place julUy 
deemed impiegnable. A long chain of llerp rocks for- 
bad ail approach to it by land •, it had no harbour, but 
only a long bay, very wild and unfafe, where fiiips lay 
expofed to ftorms and the artillery of the fortreis and 
mole: the inhabitants of the townwerealone fufficientto 
•defend it againll a fleet of a thoufand Ihips,' and an hun- 
dred thoufand men. But this very ilrengta^as the caule 
of its being taken. There were only an hundred men 
in garril’on, but thefe were more than luflicienr, had 
they not negledled a duty whi h they looked upon as 
ufelefs. The Prince of Heffe had lanvied with eighteen 
hundred men on the ifthmus to the northward, behind 

* Reboulet fays that the German Chancery gave the title of Dilec- 
tion to Kings, but this is the title given to Electors. Voltaire. 
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the town ; but the fleepnefs of the rock made an attack 
upon the place imprafticable on that fide. The fleet 
in vain fired upwards of fifteen thoufand difcharges of 
cannon ; but at length a body of Tailors, in one of their 
extravagant moods, happened to row in their boats clofe 
under the mole, the cannon of which muft: infallibly 
have funk them ; but not a gun was fired. They 
Aug- 4 » mount the mole, make themfelves mailers of ir, 
and frcfh troops flocking in on all fides, this 
impregnable town was at length obliged to furrcnder. 
It is ftill in polTefllon of the Englifli, at the time I am 
now writing *. Spain, now again become a formidable 
power under the ad mini lira tioii of the Princefs of 
Parma, fecond wife to Philip V. and lately viftorious 
in Africa and Italy, beholds, with an impotent grief, 
Gibraltar in the hands of a northern nation, that had 
hardly a Ihip in the Mediterranean two centuries ago. 

Immediately after the taking of Gibraltar, the Englifli 
fleet, now miflrefs of the fea^ attacked the Count de 
Touloufe, Admiral of France, in view of the caftle of 
Malaga. This battle, though not decifive, 
1704 * epocha of the maritime power of 

Louis XIV. His natural fon the Count dc Tou- 
loufe, Admiral of the kingdom, had fifty fliips of the 
line, and twenty-four galleys, under his command. He 
made a glorious retreat, with very little lofs. But the 
King having afterwards lent thirteen fiiips to attack Gib- 
raltar, while Marfhal dc TefTe laid fiege to it by land, 
this double raflinefs proved tlie ruin of both 
army and fleer. Some of the fliips were de- 
ftroyed by a florm, others were boarded and 
taken by the F.nglifli, after a moil noble refiftance, and 
another part of them burnt on the coail of Spain. PToni 
that day the French had no longer any large fleets, either 
on the Ocean, or in the Mediterranean. The marine 
retu.med nearly to the fame flate from whence Louis XIV. 


f^This was written in the year 1740. yoliaire. 

And we are yet in pofTcilion of it, at the lime 1 am now tranflatingj 
in September 1779. ^tanjlutor, 

I had 



the age of LOUIS XIV. 6$ 

had raifed it, as well as many other glorious things which 
role and fet under his reign. 

The Enghlh, who had taken Gibraltar for themfelves, 
in Ids than fix weeks conquered the Kingdom of Valentia 
and Catalonia for the Archduke Charles. They took 
Barcelona by an event of chance, which was owing to 
the nihind's of the befiegers. 

The Englifli were at that time commanded by one of 
the moil Angular men that was ever produced by that 
country, lo fruitful in noble, valiant, and irregular 
geniufes. This was the Earl of Peterborough, a man 
who, in every refpedl, refembled thofe heroes with whole 
exploits the imagination of the Spaniards has filled fo 
many volumes. At fifteen years of age he left London, 
to go and make war againft the Moors in Africa. At 
twenty, he commenced the revolut'On in England, and 
was the firlt who went over to Holland to the Prince of 
Orange *, but, left the true reafon of his voyage lliould 
be fiifpefted, he took fhipping for America, and from 
thence went to the Hague in a Dutch velTel. Pie loil, 
and gave away all his fortune, and eftablifned it again 
more than once. He was now carrying on the war in 
S{)ai!i almofi; at his own expcnce, and maintained the 
Archduke and all his houfliold. It was this extraordinary 
man, who, with the Prince of Htfie Darmfiadt was 
then laying fiege to Barcelona. He propofed to the 
Prince to make a fudden attack on the entrenchments 
which covered Port Montjoy and the town. Thefe en- 
trenchments were carried fword in hand, and the Prince 
of Darmftadt fell in the attack. A bomb falling upon 
a magazine of powder in the fort, blew it up. The 
fort was taken, and the town capitulated. The Viceroy 
came to one of the gates to confer with Lord Peter- 
borough ; but the articles were not yet ligned, when 
their ears were fuddenly ftruck with loud cries and 
fhneks. You have betrayed us,” ^id the Viceroy to 
Peterborough. ‘‘ We made a fair capitulation, and yec 

* Reboulet, in his hiflory, calls this Prince the head of the rebels, as 
if he had been a Spaniard who had rebelled agaiult Philip V. Foliutre. 
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your EngliHi have entered the city over the ramparts., 
“ and are killing, plundering, ai,d violating.*' “ You are 
millaken, replied Lord Peterborough, it muft certainly 
“ be the Prince of DarmftadPs troops. I here is no other 
“ way left to fave your town, but to let me enter imme- 
. diatcly with my Enghfli. I will make every thing quiet, 
and return again to the gate to fign the capitulation.” 
He fpokc this with fuch an air of franknefs and fpirit, 
that, added to the preftnt danger, entirely perluaded the 
Governor, who immediately iuffered him to enter. 

He then flew through the llrtets with his Officers, 
where he tourid the Germans and Catalans plundering 
the houfes of the principal citizens ^ he drove them off, 
and made them quit their booty. He happened to 
meet with the Dutchefs of Popoli in the hands of fome 
foldiers, who were going to diflionour her : he relcues 
licr, and delivers her to her hulband. At length, having 
af'pealed the tumulf, he leturns to the gate according 
to his proniife, and figns the capitulation *. I'he 
Spaniards were confounded to find fuch magnanimity 
in the Englifli, whom the populace had always been 
taught to look upon as mercilcts barbarians, becaufe 
they w'cre heretics. 

I'o the lofs of Barcelona fuccceded the mortification 
of a fruitlefs attempt to retake it. Philip V. though he 
had the greater part of Spain in his intereli, had neither 
Generals, engineers, or hardly any foldiers, France 
fupplied them all. The Count of Touloufe returned to 
block up the harbour with twenty-five ffiips of war, 
the whole remains of the Pffench navy j Marffial Tefle 
formed the fiege by land, with thirty-one fquadrons of 
horle, and ihirty-feven battalions of foot : but the 
Engliffi fleet appearing f, that of Erance was obliged 
to retire, and 'l effe railed the liege with pre- 
1^06^* cipitation, leaving an immenfe quantity of pro- 
vifions behind him in his camp, and one 
* There was a good faith in this, above the common maxim of 
an ^irtus, quis in hojie requirat P The llory of Regu* 
lus is more hmous j but then this one is all true, and fume hiltoncal 
fceptics doubt the other. Tranjlator, ^ 
f CommandeJ by Sir John Leake, 
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thoufand five hundred wounded, to the mercy of Lord 
Peterborough. Thefe were heavy Ioffes *, and it could 
hardly be laid whether it had coft France more to con- 
quer Spain, than it now did to affift it. Neverthelefs, 
tliegrandlbn ofLouisXIV. ftill kept his ground, through 
the affeftion of the Caftilians, whofe greateft pride is 
their fidelity, and who, on this occafion, continued firm 
to the choice they had made. 

In Italy affairs wore a better afpeft. Louis was re- 
venged of the Duke of Savoy, The Duke of 
Vendome had, in the beginning, repulfed * 

Prince Eugene, with fome glory, in the battle 
of Caffano, near the Adda : this proved a bloody day, 
and one of thofe drawn -battles for which both fides fing 
Te Deum, and which only ferve to deftroy men, without 
advancing the interefts of either party. After the battle 
of Calfano he gained a complete viftory at 
Caffinato % in the abfence of Prince Eugene ; 
and that Prince, arriving next day, faw an- ^ 
other detachment of his army intirely routed. In fhort, 
the Allies were obliged to give ground, every where, 
before the Duke of Vendome. Turin alone remained to 
be taken. They were already in march to inveft it, and 
there appeared no poffibiHty of relieving it. Marfhal 
Villars puflied the Prince of Baden in Germany. Ville- 
roi commanded an army of eighty thoufand men in 
Flanders, and w^as in hopes to retrieve againft M rlbo- 
rough the ill fuccefs he bad met with againft Piince 
Eugene. His too great confidence in his own abilities, 
proved now more fatal than ever to France. 

Marflial Villerofs army was encamped near the river 
Mehaigne, towards the fources of the little Ghette. His 
center was at Ramillies, a village fince as I'amous as that 
of Blenheim, It was in his power to have avo deJ a 

* Ft was the Count de Reventlau, a native of D^^imaik, who com- 
manded at the baitleol Caffinato, but the troop?* were all ImperialiUs. 
^ v/taire. , 

La Beaumelle ohferves on this rccjfion, in his ro^es on 
Louis XIV, Th it the Danes are as Imle wor h aoroad a? .n home,’’ 
It is very extraordinary to fee a wtitei thus abufing every nation. Ihd 

VoL. II. F bauk' 
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battle. He was advifed to do fo by his General Officers ; 
but a blind paffion for glory prevailed over every other 
confideration. It is laid that the difpofition he made for 
the battle, was fuch, that every one of the lead experience 
foreiaw the fatal confcciuence. His center was compofed 
of new-raifed troops, neither compleat nor dilciplinecl. 
He left the baggage between the lines, and polled his 
left wing behind a morals, as if he intended to prevent it 
from coming near the enemy^. 

.. Marlborough, who obfcrvcd all thefe mif- 

takes, drev/ up his army in Inch a manner as 
to take advantage of them. He perceived that 
the left wing of the hrench wmy could not come up to 
attack his right; he therefore made draughts from that 
part in order to fall upon the enemy’s center, at Ramil- 
lies, with a fuperior force. Menfieur de Gaffion, the 
Lieutenant-General, obferving thefe motions or the 
enemy, cried out to tlieMarffial, “ You are undone. Sir, 
if )0U do not indaiuly change the order of battle. 
‘‘ Make a draught from your left wing, that you may 
have an equal force to oppofe to the enemy. Clofe 
your lines more. If you lofe a minute, you are ir- 
recoverably loft.” This falutary advice was fccondcd 
by feveral of the other Officers ; but the Marihal paul 
no regard to them. Marlborough began the attack, and 
had only to engage an army drawn up in the very manner 
in which he himic If would have polled it lor a defeat. 
This was what was faid by all France; and hlftory is 
partly a relation of the opinions of men ; but may it not 
be alfo as juftly laid that the troops of the Conlecierates 
were better difeiplined, and that the confidence they had 
in their Generals, and their pall luccefles, infpirecl them- 
with fuperior confidence Were there not lomc of tlic 
French regiments who did not do their duty ? And do 
we not know that thole battalions who can bell Hand 
fire, decide the deftiny of States ? The Fiench army did 
not maintain its gcound for half an hour. At Blenheim 
thejight lailed tor eight houis, and the French killed 

* See Feuquiercs’s Memoirs, 
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the viftor above eight thoiifmd men ; but at the 
battle of Ramillies, they kdled them only tv^'o thoufand 
fjvc hundred. I'he defeat was general : the French lott 
twenty thouland men, together with the honour of their 
nation, and every hope of recovering the advantage. 
Havana and Cologne had been loft by the battle ofBien- 
lieim, and all Spanifli Flanders was now loft by this of 
Ramiiiics. jVIarl borough entered vidlorious into Ant- 
werp and Brullcls, took Cftend, and Men in furrendcrej 
to him. 

Marftial Villcroi, in dcfppft, did not dare to acquaint 
tlicKing widi this defeat. He continued five days with- 
out difpatching a cou.ien A: length l:e wro"c a ( on- 
iirmation of the news, wh.cliliad alrc-adv filled the Court 
ol France with conllernation ; and \vhv‘n lie relurncd. to 
Vcriailles to prefent himfclf to the Illn;';, that monarcii, 
iiiilcad ot rcproaGliing him, only iaid, Monfeur IclVla- 
lechaf people at our time of life aie iK>t ibrtuiuin 
The King iminediateiy fentfor the Duke of Vendfme 
out of Italy, where he thought his pielence not nceeftary, 
in onkr lo ieiid him into Flanders, and repair, if 
poifble. tli's dilgiace. He ft ill entcriained hopes, and 
with juft reafon, that the taking ofl’nnn would make 
Inin ameiids for all thefe lolfcs. Prince Fiigcne was at 
too great a cliftance to come to its relief. He was on the 
odiir rule the Adjge, and a long chain of innenchmenis 
that lined tiie river on this fide, feemed to make a paf- 
lage impracticable. Forty-fix fquadrons and an luindrecl 
battalions formed the liege of this great city. 

1 he Duke de Feuillade, who commanded this army^ 
was the gayeft and moft amiable man in the kingdom ^ 
a-nd, though ion-in law to the Minillcr, was the darliug 
of the peopde. He was ion to iliat MarOial de la Feuil- 
tade whoyieLded thcfticiieof Lmiis XIV. in the fquare 
appeared lo hav<‘ as much courage 
hii laineig die lame ambidon, the fame magnificence, 

• 

^ There is rvunething veiy in this mtluncfs of Loui^, wpnn 

0 very trying an occalion. He cieferved the rule Grand, lfer 
Jit viiloria, Atore than for all his corK|ucUs, ^Irarjlutcr, 
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and more undcrftanding. He expcftcd the ftalF of 
Marfli.d of France as a reward for his taking Turin, 
Chamillard, his father-indaw, who loved him tenderljr^ 
had left nothing undone to fecure him fuccefs. The 
imagination ftands appalled at the detail of the prepa- 
rations made for this fiege. Thofe readers who have it 
not in their power to inform themfelvesof thefe matters, 
may perhaps not be difpleafed to meet here with an ac- 
count of this immenfe and fruitlefs apparatus. 

There were an hundred and forty pieces of cannon ; 
and it is to be obferved, that each large cannon, mounted 
on its carriage, cofts about two thoufand crowns ; one 
hundred and ten thoufand balls ; one hundred and fix 
thoufand cartridges of one form, and three hundred 
thoufand of another ; twenty-one thoufand bomb-fhells; 
twcnty-feven thoufand fevcn hundred hand-grenades ; 
fifteen thoufand fand-bags ; thirty thoufand pioneering- 
tools, and twelve hundred thoufand pounds weight of 
powder ; befides lead, iron, tin, cordage, with every 
thing proper for the miners, fulphur, falt-petre, and 
implements of all kinds. It is certain that the expencc 
of all thefe preparations for deftrudfion, was more than 
fufficient to have founded a numerous colony, and pur 
it into a flounfhing condition. Every fiege of a great 
town requires the fame prodigious expence, and yet 
when a ruined village is to be repaired at home, it is 
neglected. 

The Duke de la Feuillade, full of ardour and a(5tivity, 
inferior to none in undertakings where courage alone was 
fufficient, but incapable of conduding thofe that re- 
quired Ikill, refledion, and time, hurried the fiege againft 
all the rules. Marflial Vauban, the only General per- 
haps who loved his country better than hiinlelf, had 
propoled to the Dukede la Feuillade to come and dired 
the fiege as an engineer, and to ferve in his army as a 
volunteer j but the pride of la Feuillade made h in take 
this offer for felMufficiency, concealed beneath the ap- 
pcara nce of modeity. He w s piqued that the bell 
"SFgTreer in France Ihould prefume to give him a ivicc. 
He anfwered him in a letter wh ch I have fecn, ‘‘ I hope 
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to take Turin by Cohorn.” This Cohorn was the 
Vauban of the Allies, an excellent engineer, and a good 
General, who had taken feveral places that had been 
fortified by Vauban. After fuch a letter there was a 
necefiity to take Turin ; but having begun the attack by 
the citadel, which was the ftrongeft parr, and the city 
not being completely furrounded, an opening was left 
for men or provifions to be thrown in, or for the Duke 
of Savoy to lally out *, and the greater impetuofity the 
Duke de la Feuillade flicwed in his repeated and fruitlcrfs 
attacks, the more tedious was the ficge 

The Duke of Savoy came out of the town with fome 
fquadrons of horfe, in order to amufe the Duke de la 
Feuillade. The latter immediately quitted the diredion 
of the liege to run after the Prince, who, being better 
acquainted with the ground, baffl.d his purfuit. Thus 
h Feuillade miffed the Duke, and the bufinefs of the 
fiege luffered by it. 

Molt of our hiflorians affert, that the Duke de la 
Feuillade had no intention to take Turin, and pretend 
that hehadfworn to the Ducheis of Burgundy, to refpeft 
her father’s capital : they likewife tell us that this Princefs 
prevailed upon Madame de Maintenon, to caufe fuch 
ineafures to be taken as would fave the town. It is 
certain, that almoll all the Officers in that army were 

• During this fiege, which continued from May to September, a 
llmple corporal facrificed his life for the good of his country, with a 
fpirit equal to that of a Curtius or a Scajvola. The French had made 
a lodgement in one of the fubterraneous galleries of the Citadel, from 
whence they could have penetrated into the body uf the place. A 
corpoial of miners, whofe name was Mica, being at work under the 
gallery, in finilhing a mine which was aot yet primed, and forefeeing 
that the enemy could not fail to have poiriTion of t'le Citadel, unleis 
they were immediately deftroyed, devoted his life to the fafety of his 
fellow-citizens. He forthwith primed the mine, and defired one of 
his companions to tell the King he implored his Majefty’s protedion for 
«is wife and children j then ordered his pioneer^ to redre, and make 
a fignal of their being in a place of fafety, by firing a mulker, which 
AC no fooner heard, than he fee fire to the mine, and perifl^d^witH, 
Uvo hundred grenadiers, who had taken poflTeffion of the gallery. The 
mg exprefled a fenfe of this a6lion by making a very ample provilion 
or Mica 5 wife and children, an3 fettling an annual penfion ol fuc 
utiRdred livres for ever on hii defeendants. SmoUtt, 

F 3 for 



THE AGE OF LOUIS XIV. 


^6 

for a long time perfuack'd of the triuh of this *, but it 
was only of thofe popular rumours which ere rhe 
difgrace of the novcllifl, ami the difhonour of iJ\e hif- 
torian. Bcfidcr., how contradidlory was it, that the fame 
Gcjici al who would not take Turin, fhould endeavour 
to fei/A' on the ptrion ot the Du’cc' ot Savoy ? 

From fhe i::^ih of May to the 20fh of jime the Duke 
of Vendomeh.id been pcdledon the b.anhs of the Adige, 
to cover the ficge ; and.thtjughi liimfjf a!)lc with leventy 
battalions and fixty fquadrons to flop ail the paifages 
aoah'P krince Eugene. 

iaoperial General was in want of men and money. 
Tlta Merce's Company of London lent him -jbc.iv fix 
riidlio-.'. 'u our li-.'ies* : he th?.n fent f 'i* a iuj ply of 
men fia/n the Circles of the Empire. I'iie flowrxls ux 
thefe fm... Mrs miglit l-.ave prov ■ ’ the ruin of It .ly ; but 
the ihowrich of tiv* fiege of Tuhn was CiU greater'. 

VciuLme v/as aheady anpoinad to go and epair the 
lifns in Flajrdtis; bur, bemre lie lelt Laly, he laffercd 
Prince I.vageiet tu crois the Adige, to pals the White 
Canal, and even die Po itfclf, a river larger, and in fonie 
places more diOkuL of paflage, than tuc Rhine: and 
before lie himlelf leit the banks of the Po, he law Prince 
Eugene in a condition to advance, even lO Turin. Thus 
he left affairs in the moft dangerous crifis in Italy, 
while in Flanders, Germany, and bpain, they appeared 
delpcrate. 

I'he Duke of Yendome then went to Mons, to affem- 
ble Vilieroi’s fcatteieil forces •, and the Duke of Orleans, 
nephew of Louis XIY. was lent to command lus army 
on the banks of the Po. He found thefe troops in as 
much difordcr as if tney had fuffered a defeat. Eugene 
Jiad paffed the Po, in fight ot Yendome : he now croffed 
the Tanaro, in view of the Duke of Orleans ; took Carpi, 
Coriegio, and Reggio^ ftole a inarch upon tiie french, 
and at length join'ed the Duke of Savoy, near y\(li. 

.AUjhcU d '■ C D like of Orleans could do was to march 
tind join la kemiLuc in his camp beioie I'urin. PiiimC 

^ Of neak / ualin|][, at io!d to tlic Uvre. ^molltt. 
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Eugene followed him with the utmoft diligence. The 
Duke of Orleans had now two meafures in his choice ; 
cither to wait for Prince Eugene in the lines of cir- 
ciimvalhition, or to march and meet him while he was 
yet on the other fide of Veillana f. He called a council 
of war, at which were prefent Marfhal Marfin, the fame 
who had loft the battle of Blenheim, the Duke de la 
Feuilladc, Albergoti, St. Fremont, and other Lieute- 
nant-generals, to whom he thus addreffed himfelf : 
Gentlemen, if we remain in our lines, we lofe the battle. 
The circuit of our circumvallation is above five leagues 
in extent; it will be impofiible for us to cover all thefc 
entrenchments. On one hand, here is the regiment of 
‘‘ marines, that is not above two men deep ; and on 
the other hand, there are many places left iiitirely 
naked. The Doire, which runs through our camp, 
will prevent our men from marching readily to the 
‘‘ afTiftance of one another. Bcfides, when the French 
wait to be attacked, they lofe one of their principal 
advantages ; tliat impetuofity and inftaiuancous ar- 
dour which fo frequently decide the fate of battles. 
Believe me, we Ihould march directly to the enemy.’* 
"idle Lieutenant-generals immediately cried out, one 
and all, “ Let us march.” Then Marflaal Marfin drew 
the King’s order out of his pocket, which left every- 
thing to his decifion, in cafe of an adtion ; and his opi- 
nion was to remain in the lines, 

1 he Duke of Orleans was not a little incenftd to find 
that he was fent to the army only as a Prince of the 
blood, and pot as a General : however, he was obliged 
to follow Marfin’s advice, and made the neceftary pre- 
parations for this difadvantageous meafure. 

d lie enemy feemed at firft to intend to' make fevcral 
attacks at oncc; and the variety of their movements 
threw the French camp into confufion. The Duke of 
Orleans propofed one thing, Marpn and la Feuillade 
another; they difputed, and concluded upon nothing; 
till at length they' fuftered the enemy to pals tke Doire, 

• About fifteen miles from Turin, ftwiji, 

i^'4 


who 



THE AGE OF LOUIS XIV. 


n 

who advanced towards them in eight columns of twenty, 
five li'ien deep each. There was an immediate neceflity 
of o them with battalions of equal depth. 

A/n wlio was polled at a didance from the 

m vn >; y, on t’:e Capuchins hill, had twenty thoufand 
1. vv.ih him, and only a body of the enemy’s militia 
to oppoie, who did not dare to attack him. They fent 
from the camp for a detachment oftwelv. thoufand men; 
but he returned for anfwer, that he Ccaild not weaken his 
diiifion, and gave fome fpecious reafons. They liftened 
to him, and time was loll. Piincc Eugene attacks the 
intrenchmencs, and in two hours time forces 
1706^* them. The Duke of Orleans was wounded, 
and had retired to be drelTed; but he was fcarce 
got to the furgeon’s tent, wh n word was brought him 
that all was loft, that the enemy was mailer of the camp, 
and that ihe defeat was become general. Nothing re- 
mained but immediate flight j the lines and trenches were 
abandoned, and the whole army difperfed. All the bag- 
gage, provifion, and ammunition, together with the 
military cheft, fell into the hands of the conquerors. 

Marlhal Marfin himflf was wounded in the thigh, 
and made prifoner. One of the Duke of Savoy’s lur- 
geons cut off his thigh, and he died a few ininutrs after 
the operation. Sir Paul Methuen, Ambaffador from 
England to the Court of Turin, the moft generous, 
affable, and brave man that his country had ever em- 
ployed in her enibaffies, fought by the Duke of Savoy’s 
fide, during the whole aftion. He was prefenc when 
Marlhal Marfin was taken prifoner, and was near him 
in his lad moments-, and he told me, that the Marlhal,. 
when he was dying, fpoke 10 him in thefe very terms : 
Be perfuaded, Sir, that it was contrary to my opinion 
that we waited for you in our lines.” Thefe words 
feem exprefsly to contradidl what paffed at the council 
of war, and may ncverthelefs be true •, for Marfin, when 
he took leave of the King at Verfailles, reprefented to 
his Majefty that it would be proper to march and atrack 
the enemy, in cafe they fhould appear to relieve Turin ; 
but Chamillard, intimidated bylg many former defeap, 
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had afterwards prevailed that the army fliould wait in 
the lines, and not offer battle : and this order given at 
Verfailles occafioned the defeat of fixty thoufand men. 

The French had not above two thoufand men killed 
in this engagement ; but we have already feen, that a 
panic does more than even flaughter. The impoflibility 
of finding fubfiftence, which would make an army retire 
after a vidlory, brought back the troops to Dauphiny 
after their defeat. Every thing was in fuch diforder, 
that the Count of Medavy-Grancei, who was at that 
time in the Mantuan, with a body of troops, and had 
beaten the Imperialifts at Caltiglione, under the com- 
mand of the Prince of fieffe, afterwards King of Sweden, 
gained only aTruitlefs viftory, though it was 
complete*. In a word, the Dutchy of Milan, 

Mantua, Piedmont, and laftly the Kingdom of * 
Naples, were all loft, within a very little time of one 
another, 

* This Officer furprifed the Prince of Hefle in the neighbourhood 
of Caftiglione, and obliged him to retreat to the Adige, with the lofs 
of two thoufand men ; but this aftion was attended with no other 
sonfequence. Smo let. 
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C H A l\ XXL 

Cc of ibc (I*f roues cfFn'ince and Spai?!. Louis XIL. 
drids L:s prhicipiil ulhvftor to jitc for peace ^ m vain, 
L ctiL f Pidplciquct lof\ ijo, 

battle of Hochflct, or Plenhcim, coft Louis 
XIV. Lnc* ariiiy, with tlic whole couiurv from the 
Danube to the Rhine ; and the h.K Xor ol IJavaria all liis 
dominions. All Flanders was loll, to the vrry gates of 
Lidc, by the fatal day of Ramiliies; and the defeat at 
IXrin drove the French out of ft.ilv, v;hich had always 
ha[)pcned to them in every war fince the time of Charle- 
magne. I’hey liad ftill fome troops left in th.e Dutchy 
of Milan, and the little vidtorious army under the Count 
of Medavy. Tliey were alfo fiiil in poffeflion of fame 
ilrong places. I'hey offered to give up all thefe to the 
Emperor, provided he would permit t.helc tioops, which 
amounted to about fifteen thoufind men, to retire. 
I'he Emperor accepted of the propofition, and the Duke 
of Savoy gave li:s alfcnt. d l;us the ]\m[)cror, with a 
dafn of his pen, became peaceable pofllffor of Italy. 
The conqueft of the Kingdom of Naples and Sicily was 
guarantied to him, and every tiling that had lormcily 
Lcen conGdered as feudal, we.s now treated as iiioj! cl in 
a iupreme power, lie impoicu a tax of one hundred 
anil ii'ly thoufand piftoles upon Tufeany-, foity thoufand 
up.Oi* ‘Eitcliy of Mintua; and Raima, Modena, 
L'lcc u =d. ( cnoa, nutvvi Lliif and I ng they were ficc flacc3, 
.i;.d.jdad in rhde impofitions. 

The Emperor, who had all tlitfe advantages on his 
iidc, wus not that l.eopold, tlie nntient rival of Louis 
XIV. who, imdcr a lliew of moderation, had fecrerly 
Cicr llizd rile molr amh'tious views. It was the fieiy, 
livciy, a;.d pailionate Jofeph, his cldefl fon, who v/as 
nor, howtvci, a better foioier than his father. It evd’ 
th.:rc wud an Emperor who feemed formed to enflave (ler- 
10.01} and Italy, it was jofeiilp ilis dominions ilrctched 
beyond the Alps : he laid the Rope undci contribution i 
1 and) 
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and, by his folc aurhority, in 1706, had the Fdeftors of 
Baviria and Cologne put under the ban of the Empire, 
and then dripped them of their dominions. He kept 
Bavaria’s children inprifon, and dep.ived them even of 
their nnme. Their farher had nothing left but to retire 
covered with difgrace to France and the Low Countries. 
Afterwards, in 1712, Philip V, ceded to him allSpanifli 
kander.s '^. If he could have kept this Province, it 
would have been a better Lttlement for him, than even 
Bavaria, and have freed him from his fubjedlion to the 
Houle of Aullria *, but he could get polTellion only of the 
cities of Luxejnburg; Nainur, and Chaneroi, the red 
being in the Itands of the conquerors. 

Every thing now feemed to threaren Louis XIV. v-ho 
had fo lately been the terror of all Europe. There was 
nothing to oppofe the Duke of Savoy’s entering France. 
England and Scotland were lately become one Kingdom, 
by the Lnion : or, rather, Scotland, now become a Pio- 
virice of Eagland, increvded the power of its anticnt 
rival. Towaids the end of 170b, and at tliC com- 
mencement of 1707, all the enemies of France feemed 
to have a.auiired new Ilrength, and that Kingdoai 
to be on the verge of ruin. She was prelfed on all 
fides, both by fea and land. Of the formidable 
fleets wh. ch Louis XIV. had raifed, icarcely five-and- 
thirty fliips were left remaining. Stralburg ftiil conti- 
nued to be the barrier town towards Germany ; but by 
the lofs of I.andau, all Alface lay expofed. Provence 
was threatened with an invafion by fea and land, and the 
loflcs already fjflaincd in Flanders, made her tremble 
for what was 1 f t ; and y-^t, notwithlfanding all tlicle 
difaflers, the body of the Kingdom had not yet been at- 
tacked and, unlLiccefsful as the war had been, Ihe had 
loft nothing but her conquells, 

Louis XIV. ftill oppofed his enemies; and though 
defeated almoft every* where, he continued to refill', 
proiLxl, and even attack on all fidcs. But aft^srs were 

* * It 15 Lia in Rcboulet*s Hillory, lh.it he had tliis fovereignty as 
epiyas 1700; but at that time he poffdLi only the Viceroyalty. 
Vciiain;^ 

as 
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as unf'iCcefsful in Spain, as in Italy, Germany, and 
Flanders. It isTaid that the ficge of Barcelona was ftill 
worie conduced than that. of Turin. 

The Count of Thouloufe '^had hardly made his appear- 
ance wall his fleet, when he was obliged to fiiil back 
again to Toulon Barcelona was relieved, the fiegc 
raifed, and the Fiench, after having loft halt their arm}% 
were forced, witl.ouc ammunition or provifions, to march 
back into Navarre, a little Kingdom that they kept for 
the Spaniards, and of which our Kings take the title by 
a cuftom that feems beneath their dignity. 

To thefe difafters was added yet another, which feemed 
to be decifive. The Portuguefe, together with a body 
of Englilh, took every place they prelented themfelves 
before, and were advanced even into the Spanifli Eftra- 
madura, different from the Portuguefe province of the 
fame name. They v^erc commanded by a Frenchman, 
who had been cicated a Peer of England f *, namely. 
Lord Galway, befoie Clu i of Ruvigny ; while the 
Duke of Berwick, an Enghftiman, and nephew to the 
Duke of Marjborougli, who commanded the troops of 
France and Spain, in vain attempted to ftop their pro- 
grefs. 

Philip V. uncertain of his fate, was in Pampeluna ; 
while hts competitor, Charles, was increafing his party, 
and augmenting his forces in Cattilonia. He was mailer 
of Arragon, of the Province ot Valencia, Carthagena, and 
pait of the Province of Granada. The Englilh took 
Gibn.ltar for themfelves, and gave him Minorca, Ivica, 
and Alicant: befides, the road of Madrid was open to 

* In the beginning of April 170^, King Philip, at the head of a 
numerous army, unrertook the fjtgeof Barcelona, s\hichwas defended 
by Ills r'val Charles, in perlon. it was at the fame time blocked up 
by lea, by the Count de 'Phouloufe, and in all probability muft have 
furrendeicd, had it not been relieved by the Englilh fleet. Sir John 
Lcr.kc lai'ed from Lilbcn whh thirty fliips of the line, and on the 
tigKih d.ty ofMa) arrived in light of Barcelona. The French Admiral 
at his appKMch made the bell of his way to Toulon ; and in three days 
a'fer his departure, Philip retired in great diforder, leaving his tents 
btohina together with his fick and wounded. Smollet* 

'j- 1 iijb n a miftake j he was only an Pfer. franflator^ 

him, 
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him, and Lord Galway entered that city without any 
refiftance, and proclaimed the Archduke Charles 
King. A Tingle detachment alfo proclaimed him 
in Toledo. 

In fine, Philip’s affairs feemed fo dcTp. rate, that 
Marfhal Vauban, the firft of engineers, and the belt of 
citizens, a man continually engaged in fehemes, fome 
uieful, others impradicable, but all of them fingular, 
propofed to the French Court to fend Philip over to 
America, to reign there; and the Prince h’mfelf confented 
to it. In this cafe, all the Spaniards in Philip’s intereft 
would have quitted their country to follow him. Spain 
would have been left a prey to civil fadlions. I'he 
French would have had the whole commerce of Peru 


and Mexico ; and even by this reverfe of fortune in 
Louis XlV’s family, France would have received an ag- 
grandifement of its monarchy. This projeft v^as \a 
confideration at Verfailles ; but the perleverance of the 
Caftilians, and the overfights of the enemy, prelerved tiie 
crown to Philip V. The people loved him, as the King 
of their choice ; and his Queen, the Duke of Savoy’s 
daughter, had gained their afiedfions by the pains (he 
took to pleale them, by an intrepidity above her fex, 
and an adlive fortitude under misfortunes. She went 


in pei Ion from city to city, animating the minds of her 
lubjedls, roufing their zeal, and reieiving the donations 
which they brought in on all fides ; fo that in three 
weeks time (lie remitted her huTl).uid above two hundred 
thouland crowns. Not one ot the grandees who had 
taken the oath of fidelity proved faile. When Lord 
Galway proclaimed the Archduke in Madrid, the 
people cried out, Long live King Idiilip !” and at 
1 oledo they rofe in tumult, and put to flight the officers 
who procla mcd the Archduke. 

The Spaniards had till then made very few eflbrtsi In 
fupport ot their King; but when they faw him thus dif- 
treiied,theye\ ■ .cJ themfeJvesin a diTfinguiflied manner; 
and on this occafion lliewcd an example of a ^courage 
quite the reverfe of that of other nations, who generally 
commence with vigour, but afterwards relax. It is very 

dif. 
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difficult to impofe a King upon a nation, againfl: its will; 
The Portuguclc, the Engliffi, and Andrians, that were in 
Spain, were mifcrably harrafled wherever they came, iuf- 
fered much for want of provifions, and were guilty of 
errors almoft unavoidable in a Itrange country ; fo that 
they were beaten in detached parties. In fhort, Philip V. 

three months after his leaving Madrid like 
Sept. 22, ^ fugitive, entered it again in tiiumph, and 
was received with as mucli joy and acclamations 
as his rival had met with coldnefs and averfion. 

Louis XIV. redoubled his efforts, when Jie faw the 
Spaniards exert themfclves ; and though he wais obliged 
to provide for the fafety of the fea-coalls of the Weliern 
Ocean and the Mcd'terianean, by Rationing mil tia ail 
along theffiore^ and had one army in Flanders, another 
at Stiafburg, a body of troops in Navarre, and one in 
Rouffilion ; yet he fent a freih reinforcement to Ma^ilial 
Berwick in Caftile. 

It was with thefe troops, fcconded by the Spaniards, 
that Berwick gained the important battle of Ai- 
Apol 25, againlt Galway. Almanza, a city built 

* ' by the Moors, is on the frontier of Valencia; and 
that fine Province was the prize of this viftory. Neither 
Philip nor the Arclidukc w'cre prefent at this arilion, 
on wliicli the famous Earl of Peterborough, who was 
fingular in every thing, obferved, “ I'hat it wnis cxcek 
“ lent, indeed, to light againft one another for them.” 
This was what he w'rote to Marflial Teffe, and what I 
heard him fay, myfelf ; to which he added, that none 
bur Haves fliould fight for a man, and that one flmuld 
only fight for a nation. I’he Duke of Orleans, who 
was to have the command in Spain, and wlio was de- 
firous of being prefent, chd not arrive till the day after 
the battle: however, he made all poffjble advanta}.;;c of 

* This was fought on the fourteenth day of April 1707, and was 
altogether a dccilive aiHion. The Allies were totally defeated, wi'h 
the lofs of ten ihoufand^ men taken prifoners, with all their coleuis 
and artillery. 'I'hc deftat was in a great meafure owing to the 
cowaidice^if the Ponugicfe ircops cm the right, who fled on the hid 
onfet. Smollett 

tlv: 
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the vlclory, by taking feveral places, and among others 
Lerida, the rock on which the Great Condc had I'nlit. 

On the other hand, Marflial Villars, now replaced at 
the head of the armies, merely becaufe Government could 
not do without him, made amends for the fatal defeat 
at HochRet. Me foiccd the lines at Stolhof- 
fen, on the other fide the Rhone, dilperfed the 
enemies troops, levied contributions for fifty 
leagues round, and advanced as far as the Danube. 
This momentary fuccefs gave time to breath, e, on the 
frontiers of Germany *, but in Italy all was loll. The 
Kingdom of Naples, intirely defencelefs, and accuftomed 
to a change of maileis, ^was under the yoke of the con- 
querors-, and the Pope’ unable to reiufe a pailage to 
the German troops through his do.ninions, law, with- 
out daring to murmur, the Pmperor inai-ie him ids vmf- 
lal agcu'nil- his wiil. k is a ftrong inRance of the force 
of received 0 })inions, and the power of cufiom, that 
Naples may always be Icized upon witiiout confulLiii;/, 
the Pope, and yet that the pofrefibr is always obliged to 
do hnn liomagc for it. 

Y^hile the grandlon of 1 .oiiis XIV. was thus dq)rivrd 
ol' Na[)]es, the grandlatlier was on tiie point of iofino 
ih-Qvence and Daupliiiiy. The Duke of Savoy and* 
Prinea' h'ugenc had already entered thofe Provinces l^y 
tiie n.n ro'.v pals ot d Vnda. Thole frontiers arc not dc- 
knekd as PJanders and Aifacc arc, that conlhaiu theatre 
of die war, let thick with citadels, which the danger of 
tncii fituation had rendered it necclfary to provide diem- 
lelvcs with. There were none of thcle pre<’audons taken 
towards the war ; none of thefe fortified places to avert 
tne progrefs of an enemy, and afibrd time to afiemble 
an army. Tim frontier has beerf negleaed even to our 
days, without its being poifible to give any other reafon 
for It, exf epc that men cannot attend to every tiling, 
i.oiiis XIV. had the mortification to fee that very Duke 
0 Savoy, who a twelvemonth btfor-j iiaci hardly any 
iiong Idt but his Capital, and Piince Eugene, who had 
)cen brought up at his Court, on the point of Ifrin. 
ptng him of Toulon and Marfeilles. 


Toulon 
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- Toulon was beiieged, and in danger of 

being taken: the Englifh Fleet, miftrefs of 
the fea, lay before the harbour, and bom- 
barded the town. A little more diligence, precaution, 
and unanimity, would have carried Toulon. Marfeillcs, 
then left defencelefs, could have made no refilhnce, and 
France feemed likely to lofe two Provinces. But what 
feems probable does not always happen. There was 
time to fend fuccours. A detachment had been made 
from Marflial Villars’s army, as foon as thefe Provinces 
were threatened ; and the advantages in Germany were 
made to give way to the fafety of a part of France. 
That part of the country by which the enemy entered, 
was dry, barren, and hilly •, provifions were fcarce, and 
a retreat difficult. A ficknefs, which made great havock 
in the enemy’s army, proved a molt favourable circum- 
ftance for Louis XIV. The fiege of Toii- 
Auguil 2 2, 1^^ raifed*, and foon afterwards the 
enemy evacuated Provence, and Dauphiny 
was out of danger : fo feldom docs an invafion prove 
lucceisfiil, unlefs there is an intelligence with the people 
of the country. Charles V. failed in the fame dcfign ; 
and of lace days the Queen of liungary’s troops have 
been iikewife difappointed in their attempts upon this 
country f . 


* This-^ttempt upon Toulon might hzve fucceeded, if the Emperor, 
notwithilanding the repeated remonftranccs of the Maritime Powers, 
had not divided his arn^y in Italy, by detaching a confiderable part of 
it towards Naples; and detained ten thoufand reciuits in Germany, 
from an apprehenfion of the King of Sweden, who was then in Saxony, 
and on very indifferent terms with the Conrt of Vienna. Smollet, 
f A regard for truth, even inthemoft trifting matters, obliges one 
to challenge the fpeech that tMhTcompiler of Madame Maint.non's Me* 
m»irs imputes to ''Charles Xll. King of Sweden, as fpoken to the 
Duke of Marlborough. “ If Toulon is taken, I will go and retake 
it.” This Engliih General was not near the King of .Sweden, du- 
ring that fiege. He faw him at Alcranttadt, in April 1707, and the 
ficge of Toulon was izy,fed in Augult. Befides, CtiariC 5 "XFlr never 
interfered in that war, and conftantly refufed t > fee any of the French 
deputies were fen^ to him. One meets with nothing in thefe Me- 
moirs but converfaiions which never were, nor ' ever could hav< been 
held ; and that book ought only 10 be confidered as an ill digefted 
novel# Voltaire, 

. 2 How- 
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However, this invafion, which cod the Allies fo dear, 
proved of equal injury to the French. Their country 
had been ravaged, and their forces divided. 

Europe little expefted that while the French nation, 
thus exhaufted, thought itfelf happy in having efcaped 
an invafion, Louis XIV. was fufficiently great and fer- 
tile in refources, to attempt himfelf an invafion of 
Great-Britain, in fpite of the weak date of his mari- 
time forces, and the powerful fleets of the Englifh that 
covered the feas. This expedition was propofed by 
fome of the Scotch in the intereft of the fon of James IL 
The fuccefs was doubtful *, but Louis thought the very 
attempt fufficiently glorious ; and actually declared af- 
terwards, that he was determined as much by this motive, 
as by his own political intereft. 

To carry the war into Great-Britain at a time when 
he could with difficulty fupport the burthen of it in fo 
many other places, and to endeavour to replace the fon 
of James II. at leaft on the throne of Scotland, while 
he could hardly fupport Philip V, on that of Spain, 
was a great idea, and, after all, not quite deftitute of 
probability. 

Thofe of the Scotch who had not fold themfelves to 
the Court of London, w^ere grieved to fee themfelves 
reduced to a ftate of dependence on the Engliffi, and 
privately with one accord called upon the defeendant of 
their ancient Kings,driven in his infancy from the thrones 
ot England, Scotland, and Ireland, and whofe very birch 
had been contefted by his enemies. They promifed to 
join him with thirty thoufand men in arms to fight his 
caufe, if he would only land Edinburgh with fome 
few fucconrs from France. ^ 

Louis XIV. who in the times of his pad profperity 
had made fuch efforts in behalf ot the father, now did 
the faipe for the fon, though his fortunes were on the 
decline. Eight fliips of war and fevt?nty tranfports were 
got ready at Dunkirk, and fix thoufand men 
put on board. The Count de Gace, afterwards * 
Marflial Matignon, had. the command of the 
troops, and the Chevalier de Forbin-Janfon, one of the 
VoL. II, G bell 
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beft failors of his time, was Admiral of the fleet. The 
conjiindure ft‘cmed favourable for their defign : there 
were but three thouland regular troops in Scotland. 
England was left defencelefs, its foldiers being all em- 
ployed in Flanders, under the Duhe of Marlborough. 
The difficulty was to get thither *, for the Englifh had 
a fleet of fifty fliips of war cruiling at fca. 1 his ex- 
pedition was exadly like the late one in 1744, in favour 
of the grandfon of Janies II. It was dilcovered by the 
Government, and impeded by fevcral unlucky accidents, 
which afforded the Englifli Miniftry fufficient time to 
fend for twelve battalions out of Flanders. Several of 
the moll iiifpedled perfons were feized in Edinburgh. At 
length, the Pretender having Ihewed himfclf upon the 
Scotch coift, and not feeing the fignals which had been 
agreed upon, the Chevalier Forbin could do nothing 
more but condud him back again to Dunkirk, lie 
faved the French fleet, but the expedition was intirely 
fruffrated^. Matignon was tiie only one who gained 
any thing by it. Having opened his orders after he came 
out to lea, he there lound a patent for Marfhal ot 
Fd ance; a reward for what he meant to do, biu could not 
perform. 

Some hiflorians f have fufpeded that Queen Anne 
had a correfpondcnce with her brother in this aflair. h 


• Louis XIV. is faid to h.ive had other aims than ihofe our author 
mentions. Ills chief dcfign was to make a divcrfion from the ^'ether- 
lands, and rxiite a levolt in Great-Eriiain, which might give employ- 
ment to the Lnglilh Mimiby, and hinder Queen Anne from exerting 
herfelf pgaiflfl Fiance on th<|||^ntinent. 'I'he icheine was defeated b/ 
the vigilance o.‘ Sir George Commander of the Knglilh iqu.i- 

droi), who reached the Fiith of Edinburgh time enough to prevent 
the Prctendei’s landing. He gave chace to the French fquadrun, one 
of the fhips of which he took, and Forbin cfcaped with great dif- 
hculty. Sm/iet. 

f Among the reft, 'Rcboulct fays fo, vol. VI 11 . p. 2^8. He L unds 
hii fufpicions upon ihofe of the Chevalier Foibin. The author who, 
has giveff fo many falfities to the public under the title ol Memoirs 
of Madame de Maintenon, and whi, in 1752, printed at Frankfort a 
furreptitious edition of the Age of Louis XIV. alks,^in one of his 
notes, Who are the hiftorians that have pretended that Queen Anne 
ifted in concert with her brother? It u a phantom^ (ays he. But one 

may 
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s great folly to fuppofe that flie would invite her com^ 
}etitor to come anti dethrone her. They have con- 
bunded the time, and imagined that flie favoured him 
hen, becaiife flic afterwards looked upon him in private 
is her heir : but who would chufc to be driven from a 
hrone by a fuccefibr ? 

While the affairs of France were every day growing 
vorfe and worie, the King thought, that by fending the 
duke of Burgundy, his grandfon, to liead the army in 
flanders, the prefence of the prefumptive heir to the 
frown would excite the emulation of the troops, which 
)egan to droop. Tlfw Prince was of a refolute and 
ntrepid difpolition, pious, juft, and philufophic. He 
vas formed to command wife men. The piip lof Fc nelon, 
^rchbifliop of Cambray, he loved his duties, he loved 
nankind, and endeavoured to jender them hippy, 
rhougli verfed in the art of war, he confidered it rather 
IS the fcourge of human kind, and an unhappy ne* 
Tlfity, than the fource of real glory. This philolophical 
Ih ince was the perfon fent to oppofc the Dijke of Marl- 
borough, and they gave him the Duke of Vendume for 
m alfillant. It now happened, as it too frequently does ; 
the experienced Officer was not fufficiently liilcned to, 
itid the Prince’s Council frequently carried it over the 
Cenerars reafons. Hence arofe two parties ^ wi.ereas, 
m the enemy’s army there was but one, that of the 
public good. Prince Fmgene was at that time on the 
Rhine; but when he and Marlborough were together, 
they never had but one opinion. 

The Duke ot Burgundy had tl^ fuperiority in num- 
bers : France, which Europe locJw u[)on as exhaufted, 
had turniffied him with an army ol near a hundred 
tliouland men ; and the Allies at that time had not quite 
eighty thouiand. He had moreover the advantage of 
intelligence, on his fide, in a country w[iich had beeafo 
long under the SpaniQi dominion, was tired out with 
Dutch garrifons, and where a great part of the* inha- 

here fee tlenrly that it was no p/janfom, and that the author of the 

o ^ouis XIV. h.is advanced nothing without a proof in hand, 
*nUQi y ought never to be written otherwife. Voltaire. 
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bitants were inclined to favour Philip V. By his cor- 
refpondence in Ghent and Ypres, he became mafter of 
thefe two places ; but the fchcmes of the foldier foon 
rendered fruitlefs thofeof the politician. The difagree- 
ments in the Council of War already began to di- 
ftraft their operations ; fo that now they marched to- 
wards the Dendre, and two hours afterwards turned 
back again towards the Scheld, to go to Oudenarde. In 
this manner did they lofe time, while the Duke of Mark 
borough and Prince Eugene were making the bed of 
theirs, and afting in concert with each other. The 
French were routed hear Oudenarde. This 
was not a great battle * ; but it proved a fatal 
retreat. Error was added to error. The re- 
giments were fuffered to wander at random, without 
receiving any orders, and above four thoufand men were 
made prifoners on the road, by the enemy’s army, a few 
miles diftant only from the field of battle. 

The army in defpondency retreated without any order, 
part under Ghent, part under Tournay, and part undei 
Ypres ; and quietly fuffered Prince Eugene, now mafter 
of the country, to lay fiege to Lifle with an inferior 
army. 

To fit down' before fo large and well-fortified a town 
as Lifle, without being mafter of Ghent, obliged to fend 
for provifions and ammunition as far as Oftend, and 
thefe to be brought over a narrow caufeway, at the 
hazard of being every moment furprifed, was what 
Europe called a rafh aftion ; but which the mifunder- 
(landing and irrefolu^n that prevailed in the French, 
army, rendered very«cufable, and was juftified in the 
end by the Tuccefs. The grand convoys, which might 
have been intercepted, arrived fafe. The troops that 
cfcorted them, and which ought to have been dei’eated 
by a fuperior number, proved viftorious f . The Duke* 
of Burgundy’s army, that might have attacked the 

• If the night had not interpofed, the whole French army would 
have been deftroyed. SmolUt, , 

f Alluding to the battle of Wynendalc, in which Major-General 
Webb, with fix thoufand of the Allies, defeated two-and-twenty ihou- 
fafid French, commanded by the Count de la Motte. Ihidr 
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enemies entrenchments before they were complete, re- 
mained inaftive ; and Lifle was taken, to the aftonifh- 
ment of all Europe, who thought the Duke of ^ 
Burgundy rather in a condition to befiege 
Marlborough and Eugene, than thofe Generals 
to befiege Lifle. Marflial Boufflers defended the place 
near four months. 

The inhabitants became fo familiar with the noife of 
cannon, and all the horrors which attend a fiege, that 
public diverfions were carried on as frequent as m time 
of peace ; and though a bomb one day fell very near 
the play-houfe, it did not interrupt the entertainment. 

Marlhal Boufflers had made fuch judicious difpo- 
fitions, that the inhabitants of this great city remained 
perfedly fecure in his vigilance. The defence he made 
gained him the cfteeni even of his enemies, the hearts 
of the inhabitants, and a reward from the King. Thole 
hiftorians, or rather the Dutch writers, who afledl to 
blame him, fliould remember, that to contradict the 
public voice, a perfon mult have been a witnefs, and an 
intelligent one, or prove what he advances*. 

In the mean time, the army that had looked on whije 
Lifle was taken, began to diminilh by little and little, 
and fuftered Ghent to be taken next, and then Bruges, 

* Of this nature is a hiftory which a Bookfeller, called Van Duren, 
pretends to have been written by the jefuit La Motte, when concealed 
in Holland, under the name of La Mode, and continued by Martiniere; 
the whole founded only on the pieunded Memoirs of a Count dc - - 
Secretary of State. 

The Memoirs of Madame ^Maintenon, dill fuller of falfities, lay, 
vol. IV. p.ng, that the befiegers threw into the town little billets con- 
taining thefe words c RaJJurez-^ouSt la Maintenon ne /era 

pas <votre Reine { ncus ne leverons pas fiege, comforted, ye 

“ French, Maintenon lhall not be your (^een; for we lhall not raife 
the fiege. It was believed (he adds) that Louis, in a tranfport of 
PJt which the certainty of an unexpedlqd vidory h.id thrown him 
“ into, had offired or promifed the throne to Madame Maintenon.*' 
How, sn a tranfport of impertinence, could any one commit to paper 
fuch duff? How could the dunce carry his alTorance fo tar, as to fay, 
that the Duke of Burgundy had betrayed the King, his gfandfachcr, 
and fulFered Prince Eugene to take Lide, for fear that Madame Main- 
ter.on fliould be declared Queens ^ Voltaire ^ 

Q 3 ^nd 
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and all the ports one after another. Few campaigns 
have proved more fatal than this. The Officers in the 
Duke of Venddme’s intereft laid all thefc faults to the 
Duke ot Burgvindyhs Council, who retorted them back 
upon the Duke of Venddme. All minds were fou red 
with misfortune. One of the Duke of Burgundy’s 
Courtiers faid, one day, to the Duke de Vendome, 
“ d'hus it is nevTr to go to mafs ; you fee Itow mif- 
fortunes attend iis ‘‘ Do you think then, replied 
the Duke de Venddme, that Marlborough goes thete 
“ oft ner than I ?” Hie Finperor Jofeph was ported up 
with the rapid fuccelfes of the allied army. Abfolute in 
the Empire, and mailer of Landau, lie law the road to 
Pans in a manner open to him by the taking ofLifle. A 
party of the Dutch had the boldnefs to advance as far 
as Vcrfiilles, from Courtrai, and carried off the King’s 
Maker of the Horfe, almoft from under the cartle win- 
dows, thinking it had been the Dauphin, the Duke of 
Burgundy’s lather p. Paris was filled v/ith terror. 

Hie Emperor entertained as ftrong hopes of fet- 
tling his brother Charles on tlie throne of Spain, as 
Louis XIV. did to keep his grandfon in pofll fiion of it. 
T his fucceffion, which the Spaniards wanted to have 
rendered indiviiible, was alieady fpllt into three parts. 
The Emperor had taken Lombardy and the Kingdom 
of Naples to lumielf. IPs brother Charles was Itill in 
])oflertion of Catalonia, and a part of Arragon. T'he 
Etnperor at that time obliged Pope Clement XL to ac- 
knowledge the Archduke fo^King of Spain. This 

I'he rvlarqui:> d’O. ^ 

'1 hcv were r^t Dutch, Bt a parcel of Ofiicers in the Dutch fer- 
vicc ir.olliy French^ whom the fatal Revocation of the Edift of Nantes 
liaddiivcu out of the kingdom. They millook the chariot of the 
Marquis de Bcringhen for tiut of the Dauphin, bccaufe it bore the 
fcoiciRon of FraiKC Having catried !iim off, they put him on horlc- 
back ; but as he was cd-1 and iiifiirn, they had the kindncfs to look out 
for a pou-chiifc, themfclve^, on the road, which occafioned fo much 
lofs of time, that they were overtaken on a purfuit ; the Mailer of the 
Hotfe was refeued, and they were made prifoners in turn. Some m*- 
tiutcs htcr they might have taken the Daujihin, who lollowcd loon af^ 
tpr Bcringhen, witn a fingle eli ort, f'ultiiire, 

pope, 
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Pope, who was faid to refemble St. Feter, becaufe he 
owned, denied, repvented,. and wept, had, after the ex- 
ample of his prcdecefTor, acknowledged Philip V. and 
was attached to theHoufe of Bourbon. The Eni[:>eror, 
to punidi him, declared feveral fiefs which at that time 
were held from the i^opes, fubjed to the Empire, par- 
ticularly Parma and Placentia; laid walte feveral lands 
belonging to the Holy See ; and feized on the town of 
Comacchio. 

In former times, a Pope would have excommunicated 
any Emperor who had attempted to difpute with him 
the mofe trifling privileges; and that excommunication 
would have driven the •Emperor from his throne. But 
the power of the King being now reduced within its 
proper bounds, Clement XI, who at the infiigation of 
France had ventured to unfiieath the fword for fome 
fiiort time, had no fooncr taken up arms than he re- 
pented of it. He perceived that the Romans were in- 
capable of wielding the fword under a iac-rdotal Go- 
vernment ; he therefore laid down his arms, left Co- 
macchio in the Emperor’s hands as a pledge, and con- 
fented to write to the Archduke with the llile of “ Our 
deareft fon, the Catholic King tn Spain'" A fleet of 
Englifh fliips in the Mediterranean, and a German army 
in his dominions, foon made him glad to write, To our 
‘‘ deareft fon Charles King of Spain," It was thought 
that this fuffrage of the Pope’s, though of no fcrvicc in 
tlie German Empire, might have fome efted on the 
Spjnilh populace, who had been made to believe that 
the Archduke was unwortliy to reign, becaufe he was 
.protected by the heretics who had taken (jibraitar, 
I'liere yet remained to the Spamifli Monarchy, ^ 
beyond the continent, the two Iflands of Sar- ’ 
dinia and Sicily. An Englifh fleet gave Sar- ‘ 
dinia to the Elmperor Jofc])h ; for the Kngliih were not 
willing that the Archduke flaould have any thing more 
than Spain. At that time tltey made tteaiies of partition 
with their arms. The conqueft of Sicily they referved 
for another time, chufing rather to employ their fiiips 
fea in cruifing for the Spanilli galleons, fome of which 
G 4 they 
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they took, than in conquering new territories for the 
Emperor, 

France was now as much humbled as Rome, and 
more in danger : its refources began to fail, credit was 
at a ftand, and the people, who had idolized their Mo- 
narch in his profperity, began to murmur againft him 
when unfortunate. 

A fet of men to whom the Miniftry had fold the na- 
tion for a little ready money to fupply the immediate 
calls, grev/ fat on the public calamity, and infulted the 
fufferings of the people by their luxurious manner of 
living. The money they had advanced was fpent and 
had it not been for the bold induitry of certain traders, 
particularly thofc of St. Malo, who made a voyage to 
Peru, and brought home thirty millions, half of which 
they lent to the Government, Louis XIV. would not 
have had money to pay his troops. The war had ruin- 
ed the kingdom, and the merchants faved it. This was 
the cafe in Spain, likewife. The galleons, which had 
efcaped being taken by the Englifh, helped to fupport 
Philip V. •, but this refourcc, which was only of a few 
months duration, did not facilitate the raifing of re- 
cruits. Chamillard, who had been Treafurer, and Se- 
cretary at War, refigned the Finances in 1708^, which 
he left in fuch diforder, that nothing could repair them, 
during that reign*, and in 1709, he aifo refigned the 
poft of Minifter for the War Department, which had 
become not lefs difficult than the former. Many faults 
were objefted to him. The Public, generally more fe- 
vere than indulgent, never confideied t at there are of- 
ten certain unhappy times when errors are unavoidable. 
Monfieur Voifin, who fuccceded him as Secrerary of 
War, and Monfieur Defmarcts, who was appoiritcd to 
the Treafury, could not frame more fuccefsful plans of 
war, nor reftorc an annihilated credit. 

• The Hiftory of the Ex-J^^fuit La Motte, digefled by La Marti- 
Jiierc, fays, thafMonfieur dc Chamillard was removed from the Trca- 
fttry in 1703, and that Marlbal Harcouit was called by the public 
iroice to fuccccd him. The blunders of ibis writer are numberlcfs. 
Fait airs, 

? The 
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The fevere winter of 1709 compleated the defpair 
,f the nation. The olive-trees, which are a great 
cfource in the fonth of France, were all deftroyed •, 
ilmoft all the fruit-trees were killed with the froft ; 
.here were no hopes of an harveft, and there was very 
little corn in the granaries; and what could be brought 
at a very great dijance troni the fea-ports of the Levant 
and of Barbary, was liable to be taken by the enemies 
fleets, to which we had hardly any fliips of war to oppofe. 
The fcourge of this dreadful winter was general all over 
Europe ; but the enemies had more refources; efpecially 
the Dutch, who had been fo long the fadors for other 
nations, had magazines fufficiently ftored to fupply the 
Iftrongeil armies the Allies could bring into the field, in 
a plentiful manner, while the French troops, diminllhed 
and didieartened, feemed ready to perifli for want. 

d'he King fold his gold plate for four hundred thou- 
fand franks •, and all the Nobility fent their filver plate 
to the public mint. Nothing but brown bread was 
eaten in Paris for fcveral months ; and many families, 
even at Verfailles, lived upon oaten bread. Madame 
Maintenon fet the example. 

Louis XIV. who had already made fome advances to- 
wards a peace, determined, under thefe fatal circum- 
Ihnces, to propofe it to thofe very Hollanders formerly 
lo ill-treated by him. 

The States-General had chofen no Stadtholder fince 
the death of King William ; and the Dutch Magif- 
traces, who already began to call their families “ the 
patrician families,*' were fo many petty Kings. The 
lour Dutch CommilTaries who attended the army, be- 
Ji-ivcd with the utmoft infolence to thirty German 
Princes in their pay. “ Send HoHlcin hither,” laid 
they ; “ bid HelTc come and fpeak to us^.” In this 
manner did a fet of merchants exprefs themfelves, who, 

• 

* 1 his is what the Author had from the mouths of twenty perfons 
Vi’ho heard them fpeak in this manner, in Lille, after the taking of that 
t< wn. However, it is polTible that fuch expreffions might have been 
fo much the cflctl ol infolcnge, as of that laconic llile ufual in the 

Sony, Foltaire^ 


all 
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all plain in their garb, and abftemious in their way of 
living, took a plcafure in mortifying the hanghtinefs of 
the German mercenaries, and the pride of a great King 
who had formerly been their conqueror. They had fold 
their alliance to l.ouisXlV. at a low price, in 1665; 
luflained their misfortunes in 1672, and repaired them 
with intrepid courage*, and now they were refjlved to 
life the beneht of their good fortune. ITey were not 
contented with fliewdng the v/orld, by tlicie external 
marks of fuperiority, that power is the only leal great 
nefs ; they likcwlfe infilled upon having ten t-nvens in 
Flanders given tlicni up in fovercigmy- and, among 
others, Lille, which was already in their hands, anti 
Tournai, which was not yet taken. Thus the Dutdi 
wanted to reap all the fruits of the war, not only at tlie 
expence of France, but at that of the Houfe of Aullria 
likewife, whofe caufe they had been fighting ; juft as 
Venice had formerly augmented its territories with thole 
of all its neighbours. The Republican fpirit is upon 
the whole full as ambitious as the Monarchical, 

This plainly appeared a few months afterwards •, for 
when this fliadow of a negociation was vanilbed, and 
the allied army liad gained fome frefli advantages, the 
Duke of Marlborough, at that time more abfolute in 
England than his Miftrefs, having been gained over by 
the Dutch, concluded with the States- General, in 1709, 
the famous Barrier-treaty, by which'thcy were to keep 
poficnion of all the frontier towns which lliould be taken 
Irom the Ficnch; Vv^ere to have garrjfons in tv/c ity for- 
trefus in Flanders, to be maiiuamed at the cxpence of 
the country, in Huy, in Liege, and in Bonn; and 10. 
hav'c Upper Gueldrcs in perpetual fovereignty. By 
this treaty tl;cy would hayc become, in effed, fove- 
reigns ot the Icventeen Provinces of the Netherlands, 
and have had the fupreme rule in Liege and Cologne. 
In this manner did tliey want to aggrandize tbemfeives 
by liie rum even of their allies. I'hey wcie full of thefe 
lofty prpjecfs, when the Prefident Rouille was font pri- 
vately by the King to endeavour to bring them into a 
treaty. 

This 
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Thus ncgociator firft met at Antwerp with two Bur- 
romaRers of AmRerdam, Buys and VandcrduRen, who 
poke to him in the Rile of conquerors, and behaved to- 
vards the bnvoy ot the proudeR Prince in Kurope with 
dl that hanghtinels which had been ufed towards them- 
elves in 1672 7 'hey afterwards held a conference with 
lim in one of thnfe villages that the Generals of Louis 
XIV. had formerly ravaged with fire and fword. When 
they had fported with him thus for a confiderable time, 
they declared to him that the King of France fliould 
oblige his grandfon to relinquifli the Crown of Spain, 
without tlie leaR compenfation ; and that the Eleftor 
of Bavaria, Francis- Maria, with his brother, the Fleftor 
of Cologne, fliould make a fubmiflion, or that the for- 
tune of war fliould conclude the treaty. 

The hopelefs difpatches of the Prefident Rouille ar- 
rived, flroke after Rroke, to the Council at the time of 
the moR deplorable mifcry, in which the kingdom had 
been reduced to its moR wretched Rate. '1 he winter of 
1709 had left the moR Riocking traces, and the people 
were perlfliing of famine. The troops were without pay, 
and the defoiation was univerfal. I'lie groans and the 
terrors of the Public Rill augmented the malady. 

The Council v/as compofedof the Dauphin, the Duke 
of Burgundy his Ton, the Chancellor of France Pont- 
chartrain, the Duke of Beauvilliers, tlie Marquis de 
Torcy, the Secretary of War Chamillard, and the 
Comptroller-General Defmarets. The Duke of Beau- 
villi-rs gave fo moving a defeription of the condition to 
which B'rance was reduced, that the Duke of Burgundy 
wept, and the whole Council flied tears along with him. 
The Chancellor declared for peace, at whatever price it 
might be purchafed. The MiniRers of the war and the 
finances acknowledged, that they were both without re- 
fources. “ A feene lb melancholy,” faid the Marquis 
of Forcy, ‘‘ would be difficult to defcidbe, even though 
‘‘ one was at liberty to reveal the fecret that was the moR 
touching part of it.” This fecret v/as the circum- 
ftanceof the tears which were then flowing. 


The 
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The Marquis de Torcy, in this crifis, offered to go 
hinifelf and lliare the infults offered to the King irr the 
perfon of the Piefident Rouille. But what hopes could 
he have to obtain what the conquerors had already re- 
fufed? He could notexpedit but upon ftill harder con- 
ditions. 

May 22, The Allies then opened the campaign. Tor- 
1709- cy went under a borrowed name to the Hague, 
The Grand Penfionary HeinfiUs was much aftonillicd 
when he was told that the perfon who was regarded by 
foreigners as the principal Minifter of France, was in 
his anti- chamber. Hcinfius had been formerly fent tu 
France by King William, to difeufs his rights upon the 
Principality of Orange. Pie addreffed himfelf to Lou- 
vois, Secretary of State, having the department of Dau- 
phiny, which borders on Oiange, under his charge. 
William’s Minilkr fpoke fpiritedly, not only for his 
mafter, but for thofe of the reformed religion in Orange, 
But can it be believed, that Louvois fhould threaten to 
fend him to the Bajlile Such an expreffion ufed to a 
meer fubjed would have been odious ; but to a foreign 
Minifter was an infolent outrage againft the law of na- 
tions. One may judge whether or no this treatment had 
not left a deep impreffion in the heart of a iVagiftrate of 
a free people. 

There have been but few examples of fo much pride 
followed by fuch great humiliations The Marquis 
de Torcy, a lupplianc at the Hague, in the name or 
! .oiiis XIV. addrelTed himfelf to Prince Eugene and the 
Duke ot Marlborough, after having loft his time with 
ileinfius. Rut they were all three for continuing tliC 
\v21r. The Prince confidered in it his greatnefs, and his 
jevenge-, iIk: Duke his glory, and immenfe riches, ot 
hich he was equally fond *, and the third, who was go- 
verned by the other two, ]6oked upon himfelf as a Spar- 
tan humbling the pride of a Perfian King. They cuii- 

* See (he Memoirs cf Torcy, Volume 111. Page 2, They conmm 
aU tiiat lo ativanciti hete. Voltairr, 
f More is the pity 1 ^ha^iJlaUr^ 

fcn'.ti!, 
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fcnted, not to a peace, but only a truce; during which 
full fatisfaftion was to be made to all their allies, with- 
out taking any notice of the King’s ; with thefe further 
conditions, that the King fhould affift his enemies to 
drive his own grandfon out of Spain, in the fpace of 
two months; and that, by way oflecurity, he fliould 
commence by ceding to the States-General, for- ever, ten 
towns in Flanders, reftorc Strafburg and Brifac, and re- 
nounce the fovereignty of Alfacc. 

Louis little expefted, fome years before, when he re- 
fufed a regiment to Prince Eugene, when Churchill was 
not yet a Colonel in England, and the name of 
Ileinfius was hardly known to him, that one day theic 
tliree men fhould impofe fuch laws on him. In vain did 
d orcy attempt to bribe Marlborough witli an offer of 
four millions ; for the Duke, who loved glory as much 
as money, and who, from the vale gains produced by 
his victories, had amaffed above four millions already, 
left the h'linilter of 'France only the morcihcation of 
having made a fhameful and an iifelefs offer. 

Torcy reported to the King the conditions, or rather 
the commands, of his enemies. Loins XIV. now did 
what he had never before done with his fubjcCls. He 
juinfied himi'elf to them : he addreded to the Governors 
of the Provinces, and to the Corporations of the Towns, 
a circular letter, by which, in communicating to his 
people the further burden he was obliged to impofe upon 
them, he excited their indignation, their honour, and 
even their compaffionL 

* The author of the Memoirs of Madame Maintenon fays, vol. 
p. 92 and 93, that “ the Duke of Marlborough and Prince Eugene 
had gained over Heinfius/' as if Heinfius required to be brought over. 
He puts into \he mouth of Louis XIV. inftead of the fpirited exprclhoa 
he made ufe ot in full Council, thefe low and flat words, Alors^ com^- 
me alors (a) He alfo cites the Author of the Age of Louis XIV. 
and reprehends him for having faid that Louis XIV. had the citcular 
letter pjled up in the Jireets of Paris, We hajre txaniined all the edi- 
tions of the Age of Louis XIV. and could not find a fingle word of the 
paflage here quoted, not even in the furreptitious edition that he 
printed himfclt at Frankfort, in 1752. Voltaire. 

(d) Thcle words are but the bc“ijimng of the Itntcnce he imputes to Louis XIV. 
»na having no meaning by thcmfclvcs, cannot be tranfl .tid. Iranjlator. 


The 
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The politicians Liid, that Torcy went to the Hague in 
that fuppliant manner, only to throw the whole blame 
upon the enemy, tojuflify Louis XIV. in the eyes of 
Europe, and animate the French to a jull refentment; 
but the h6l is, that he went there fulely to fue lor peace. 
The Prelident Kouille was even left fome days longer at 
the Hague, to endeavour to get more favourable con- 
ditions ; but all the anlwer he received was an order 
from the States-General to depart Holland in twenty- 
four hours *. 

Louis XIV. when he heard the rigorous terms impof- 
ed upon him, faid in full Council, Since 1 muft make 
war, I would rather it fhould be againll my enemies, 
‘‘ than my children.” He then made pieparations to try 
his fortune once more in Flanders. The famine, which 
had laid vvalte the countries round, proved a refourcc 
for the war, Thofe who wanted bread enlilted for fol- 
diers. Many lands lay untilled ; but an army was 
raifed. Marfl:ial Villars, who had been fent the pre- 
ceding year into Savoy, to command a few troops, whole 
ardour was revived by his prclence, and who liad 
met with lonie little fucceffes, was recalled into Flan- 
ders, as the perfon in whom the Sidte placed all her 
hopes. 

Marlborough had already taken Tournay; and with 
Prince Eugene, who had covered the fiege, marched to 
inveft Mons. Marflial Villars advanced to prevent 
them, having with him Marflial BouiTlers, a fenior Oi* 
ficer, but who had defired to ferve under him. Bouk 
flers had a true afledtion for his King and Country^ and 
proved, on this occafion (notwithllanding what has 
been laid by a great Genius f j, that there are virtues in 
a Monarcliical State, efpecially under a good mafter. 
'I'litre are doubtlcfs as many as in a Republic, with 

Torcy had aftuali)- agreed to preliminaries which Louis rejefted ; 
and it was in coiiLqucnce of this rejedion, that Rouille was ordered lo 
t]uit Hulla»d in four-and'twenty hours. Smollett 
f MoBtefquitu. 

Icfs 
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lefs enthiifiafm, perhaps, but with more of what is called 
honour 

As foon as the French advanced to oppofe the inveft- 
ing of Mons, the Allies advanced to attack them near 
the wood of Blangies and the village of Malplaquet. 

! 1 he army of the Allies confifted of about eighty 

jthoufarid men, and that of the French of about feventy 
Ithouland. The French brought eighty pieces of can- 

This deferves to be examined. The celebrated Author of 

Spirit of La-ivs fay^* that honour is the principle of Monarchical 
I Governments, and ^virtue that of Republican ones. 

I 'rhefe arc but vague and coafofed ideas, which our Author has as 
‘vaguely and confufedly qoeftioned ; becaufe men arc feldom agreed in 
I the dcHrution of terms, and indeed rarely underhand them. Honour 
“is the delirc to be honoured, to be elfeemcd ; from whence arifes the 
habit of avoiding eveiy adicn of which a man ought to be afhamed. 
/Vr/.vfc' is the pciformaiicc of all our duties in life, indepentlent of the 
ilciiie of dlctm ; from whence it comes, that honour is common, w- 
t’lt' rare. 

'i’he piinrlplc, therefore, of a Monarchy, or of a Republic, is 
nenher honour nor -virtue, A Monarchy is founded on the power of a 
lingle perlon ; and a Republic is founded on the power of a number of 
perfuns to oppofe the power of any lingle one. iClonaichies arc genc- 
nlly ellablilhed by the Chiefs of Armies ; Republics by a Convention 
of Citizens. Honour is common to mankind, and virtue fcarce in all 
Governments. The felfilhncl's of each individual of a Republic watches 
nver the felfilbnefs of others; each would be fupreme, and therefore 
no one is lo. The ambition of each Member is a general rciirairi:, 
and an equality is thereby p refer ved. 

In an eilablilhed Monarchy ambition cannot fucceed, but by gaining 
ihc favour ot the King, or of thofe who rule under him. 'Cherc is not 
in thefc fird rcfourccs either honour ov virtue y on one fide or the other, 
intercil only prevails. /7r/z/e is in all countries the rcfult of educa- 
tion and of chaiaider. It is faid loThe Spirit of Laius, that virtue is 
more ncccfiaiy in a Republic; but in one fenfe *tis quite the reverfe. 

• here requires much more virtue in a Court, to enable one to reull; fij 
many fc iudlons. 

1 iie Duke of Montaufier and the Duke of Bv,auvi!liers were both 
men of a rigid virtue. Murflial Villeroy joined milder manner^ to a 
probity not IcTs incorruptible. The Marqui> dc 'I'orcy was one of the 
honeltcll men in Europe, in a fituadon where politics permits a relax- 
ation of morals, q'he Coniptrollers-General Ic i’tllcLicr and Charnil- 
lard were rerkoned Itfs fl;i!fu{ than virtuous. 

It mull be ;n.rcnowledged, that Louis XI\C in this unrortuijate war, 
fcnour.ded by any but men cf ineproachablc char-ctirs. 

IIS is an obfervatom very true* and very important, in a Hilioiy 
^ c;c ilic mauneis of the limes take up fo great a part. French Note. 


non 
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non into the field, the Allies one hundred and forty. 
The Duke of Marlborough commanded the right wing, 
compofed of the Englilh, and German troops in Englilli 
pry ; Prince Eugene v/as in the center j Tilly and a 
C ount of Naflau at the left, with the Dutch. 

Marlhal Villars took the command of the 
Sept. I, of his army, and left the right to 

Marlhal Boufflens. He had entrenclied Ins 
army in halle ; a method perhaps molt fuitablc to Ins 
troops, that were inferior in numbers, had been a long 
time unfuccefsful, and confifted of one half frefh re- 
emits : it was moll I'uitable likewife to our condition at 
that time -, as an intire defeat would have compleated 
the ruin of the nation. Some Hillorians have found 
fault with the difpofition made by the Marfhal : “ He 
“ ought (fay they) to have palled a large hollow, inftead 
“ of having it in his front.” Is it not being rather too 
clifeerning to judge thus from our clofct of what pafies 
in a field of battle ? 

All that I know is, what the Marlhal himfelf faid, 
th.u the foldicrs, who h.ad had no bread for a whole din, 
and had juft their allowance diftributed among them, 
threw half of it away, to come the lighter to adlion. 
There never was, for many ages, a longer or more ob- 
llinate battle ; fione more bloody. I ihall fay nothing 
of this adtion but what has been univerfally acknowledg- 
ed. T he enemies left wing, where the Dutch fought, was 
almolt intirely cut to pieces, and purfued with bayonets 
fixed. Marlborough, at the right, made and withllood 
furprifing efforts. MarUral Villars had occafion to thin 
his center to oppofc Marlborough j at that very inllant 
the center was attacked, tjie entrenchments which co- 
vered it were carried, the regiment of guards who de- 
fended them making no refiilance. Tlie Marlhal, m 
riding from his kft wing to his center, was wounded, 
and the day was loll. The field of battle was covered 
with the bodies of thirty thoufand men, killed or dy- 

They marched over heaps of (lain, efpecially m the 
Dutch quarter. The lofs of the Frencli in this ‘j 
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did not amount to more than eight thoufand men ; the 
ciiL'iny Icfr near twenty-one thouhmd killed and wound- 
ed •, but the center being forced, and the tw^o wings cut 
off, thole who had made the greatcil llaughtcr loti the 
day. 

Marflaal Bouihers* made a retreat in good order, 
with the atTillance of the Prince of Tingri-Montmo- 
rcnci, fince [vlarfhal Luxemburg, inheritor of the valour 
of his ancellors. d’he army retired between Quefnoi 
and Valenciennes^ carrying with them feveral flandaids 
and colours ' taken from, the enemy. Loii.s XIV. com- 
f)rrcd himfelf with tiiete Ipo.ls, and it was efteemed a 
victory to luu^e difpiited the day fo long, and to have 
loti: only the tield of battle. MarPnal Viilars, at his re- 
turn to Court, rdTured the King, that if he had not been 
wounded, he lliould have gained the vidory. I know 
the General himfelf was perfuaded of this, but I know 
very few people bdidcs who bedieve it. 

It may feem furprifing, that an army, v/Iiich had killed 
the enemy near two-tlmds more men than it loft itfclf, 
fhould net endeavour to prevent thole who had [rained 
no otlier advantage but that of lying in the micilt or their 
dead, trom going to Liy fiege to Mens, The Dutcli 
v/ere fearkil lor the fuccefs of this enterprize, and htdi- 
tated about it •, but the conquered arc frequently nn- 
pofed u])(jn and dillieartcned, by the name of having 
loll a batLie. Men never do all that they might do, and * 


^ In a book entitled 'Mnnoin of Marjhal Btrivick it is faid, that 
Mdrfhal Berwick made this retreat, in this manner are a number of 
Memoirs written. 

One readi io ihofe Madame Maiatenon, by La Beaumellc, voL 
\ . pa^e iha: the Ainu's acculed rvlarfbe-l Viliars 0* havt?ig n.vound(d 
kt/jift’f and that the French reproached bin Jor having retreated too 
Joon, Thei'e are two very ridiLuious cirarycs. 'i'hi^ CA’neral hfid re- 
cpved a mulket.amt under the knee, which broke the bone, and 
him to limp, all the red cf his li e. 'Fh^Kin^ lent him the 
[ur Marcchal, his firll furgeon, who folcly prevented the cutting 
the limb. This is what i leceived rnyfcll from the mouth of M ir • 
p'd V^illaih, and of ih.it great Itirgcoa : ’i:s vvhut all his’ Ofticers 
and what Marihd Viiiarscondefcent'cd 10 confirm to n,e in 

‘lii ietters. n.ilv tt/ir’Prrtf' fi-mnr iK#> in'olcot and ca'UIlinL 


li- ieuers. Hen.Uv treated witlfcorJcmpt the ir'o 

^‘pcikons cf LaBcaumdle. 

H. yi 
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the loldicr who. is told he is beaten, fears to be bcn<en 
ap;ain. Thus Mons was befiefred and taken, 
* *** niid all for the Dutch, who kept poircifion qs 
it, as they had doneof Lifle and I'ournai. 


C 11 A P. XXII. 

Lot^is XIF- continues io foUcii Per.ce^ and to clfjid llrnifcy. 
^’be Duke of Veudorjc Jcctires the King of Spam on L'u 
Ptronc. 

T he enemy not only continued thus advancing by 
degrees, and levelling all the barriers of France, 
on this fide j but they undertook, with the afliRancc of 
the Duke of Savoy, to furprile Franchc Comte, anJ 
penetrate at once by both ends into the heart ol: the 
kingdom. General Merri, who was charged with ia- 
cilitaxing this enterprizc, by entering into Upper Ali.ae 
by the City of Bafil, was happily flopped ncir 
^^noq ’ die Ille of Hewburg on the KJvne, by tlie Count, 
fince Marllial Dubourg. By I know not wlua 
unaccountable fatality, all thole of the name of Meui 
have been always as unfuccefsful as they were efleemcch 
This one was defeated in the complecelf manner. No^ 
thing was undertaken on the fide of Savoy, but mvA 
was apprehended In regard to Flanders •, and the doaictlr: 
affairs of the kingdom were in fo languid a flatev tinu 
the King once more folicited peace like a fuppliant. Ik 
offered to acknowledge the Archduke for King oi 
Spain ; to withdraw all affiflance from his grandfon, 
and leave him to his fate ; to deliver up four places as 
fecurities ; to reftore Strafburg and Brifac •, to ref ya 
the fovereignty of Alface, referving only the prefectun- ; 
to raze all the fortified places between Bafil and Philyh 
burgj to fill up the long-formidable harbour ot 
kirk, and demolilh its fortifications ; and to leave Lilk, 
Tournay, Ypres, Menin, ITirnes, Conde, and 

beugc, in the hands of the Statest-General. Thele 

' d 
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in part the arcidc.^ propofed to Icrve ;s a bafis for du* 
peace which he imj-iored. 

1 he Allies, d ternuned to have tlic ir:urnph of dif- 
cufling the luhtT^hlivc ptopolals of Louis X i V. perniitteJ 
his Plenipotentiaries lo come to the In tie town ot (icr- 
frciydenbcrgj in the 1 eginning of t.he year 1710, to pre- 
jeru their mailer’s fuppiications. Louis made choice of 
Marll:ial cfUxcdlcs, a nnin of great coolnels and tacitur- 
nly, and of a diipofition rather prudent than elevated 
or hold. With h:ai was joined the Abbe, afterwards 
Cardinal, polignac, one of rhe brightefl: wits and mod 
eloquent orators oi'iiis age, and of a moil engaging per- 
jbn and addrels. But v.ir, prudence, and eloquence, are 
of no fervi^e in a Iviinilteig wiKui the M after is uni uc- 
celsful. It is conqueil that makes treat-es. The v^m- 
balladors of i.ouis XI V, were rather confined in Gcr- 
iruydenberg, tlian received there. The Deputies came 
to hear their propofals, which they tranfmitted to the 
Hague to Prince Eugene, the Duke of Marlborough, 
and Count Zinzendorf, AjiibaHador from the Emperor* 
d heie propofals v/ere always received with contempt. 
I'he Plenipotentiaries were infulted by the molt abufive 
libels, the work of Erencli refugees, who were beccime 
more inveterate enemies to the glory of Imuis XIV, than 
ev(‘n Ih'ince itugene or the Duke of Marlboiough^. 

Though ti:e f rench ldcni[iorejiriaries carried tlicir 
luhmifiion fo far as 10 p:omilc foi the Knig, that he 
ihoLild lurnilli money to dethrone Philip V. tliey were 
not liilencd to. It was infilled upon as a [.rcliminaiy, 
.tiiac Louis XIV. fhould engage alone to drive hisgiaiK.!- 
Ion out of Spain, in two months, by force of arms, 
^ f'!is ablc.rd jnece of inhiimamty, much more inloienc 
til in a refuiai, nrofe from frelli fuccefxew 

While the Allies were thus tieaeing j.uifs XIV. lir.c 
maueis irritared againd Ids pride aifd p mai'i' i's, nxnv 
equally humbled, the city of Douay was taken b/ ihem *, 
^nd Lon aiierwr.rds they took Eeciiune, Aire, ’and S:. 

' enanr and Lord Stair propokd to fend troops to the 

■ gates of Paris. , 

And :hev (nore reafon to be fo. S.ndkf* 
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Almoft at the fame time the Archduke’s army, com- 
manded by Guy Siaremberg, rhe nearcft in military re- 
^ putation to Prince Eugene of all the German 
jfio^’ Generals, gained a compleat viftory near Sa- 
ragoffa^' over that army in v/hich Philip V. 
and his adherents had placed their hopes, and which was 
commanded by the Marquis de Bay, an unfortunate 
General. Here again it was oblerved, that the two 
rival Kings, though within reach of their armies, were 
not prefect at this battle. Of ail the Princes for who'ii 
Europe was then up In arms, the Duke of Savoy was th(. 
only one who fought his own battles. It w^as a melan- 
choly thing, that he could acquire his glory only by 
lighting againlt his two daughters, one of wliom he en- 
deavoured to dethrone, in order to gain a fmall Ipot or 
ground in Lombardy, about which the Emperor Joleph 
already began to make fome difficulties, and which he 
would have been ftript of, the very firft opportunity. 

This Emperor was fuccefsful every-where, but fliewcvl 
no moderation in liis good fortune. By his own mccf 
authority he difmcmbeied Bavaria, and bellowed the 
fiefs of it on his relations and creatures. He delpoded I 
the young Duke of Mirandoia of his dominions in Italy, | 
and the b’rinces of the Empire maintained an army for 
Jiim on the Rlune, wdthout thinking that they were la* 
bouriiig to ftrengthen a power which they ought .to fear , 
fo much did the old j)revailing hatred to the na/nc of 
Louis XIV. occupy eveiy mind, as appearing to be die 
principal concern. Joleph had likewife the good lor- 
tune to fupprefs the Hungarian male-contents, l 
Court of France had fee up Prince Ragotlki againft him, 
who came armed with liis own prctenfions and chofe ol 
liis country. Ragotlki was beaten, his towns taken, 
and his party ruined. Thus Louis XI V. was equailyj 

• The whole cavalry of Philip ivcrc defeated at Almenara, by the 
Allied hdrfv, commanded by General Stanhope, who, with h.s o ^'i 
hand, flew General Ameffaga, commander of the Spanflh Guar a. 
General Staremberg followed Philip/s army to Saragefla, where 
give him battle, oa the 9th d»y ot Auguft, and were totally defeatciJ' | 
SinoliH, 


unfortunam? 
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unfortunate abroad and at home, by lea and land, in 
his public negociations and his private intrigues. 

It was believed by all Europe, at that time, that the 
Archduke Charles, brother to the fortunate Jofeph, 
would reign without a competitor in Spain. Europe 
was threatened with a power more formidable than 
that of Charles V. ; and the Englifli, fo long the de- 
clared foes of the Auftrian^Spanifh branch, and the 
Dutch, its revolted flaves, ivere thofe who exhaufled 
themfelves to eftablifli it. Philip V. who had taken re- 
fuge in Madrid, quitted it again, and retired to Valla- 
dolid, vihile the Archduke Charles made his entry as a 
conqueror into the capital. 

I'iie French King could no longer fupply his grand- 
fon with fuccours ; he had been obliged to do that, in 
part, which the Allies had exafted of him at Gertruyr 
denberg, to abandon the caufe of Philip, by recalling, 
for his own defence, thofe troops that v/ere yet in Spain *, 
L’eing hardly able to Hand his giound againlt Savoy, on 
the Rhine, and in Flanders, where the llrcis of the war 
chiefly lay. 

Spain was in a.ftill more deplorable fitiiat'on than 
France. Almofl all its Provinces had been laid wafLe 
by its enemies and its friends. It was attacked by Por- 
tugal, Its commerce was dcllroyed. There was a ge- 
neral dearth throughout the kingdom ; but this, indeed, 
was more feverely felt by the viclors, than by the van- 
quifhed; becaufe, througliout a large extent of country, 
the affeciion of the people gave all in their power to 
Philip, and refufed every thing to the Auilrians. Phi- 
lip had no longer either a General or troops from France, 
The Duke of Orleans, by whom his drooping foi tunes 
had been a little raifed, initead of commanding his army, 
was then confidered as his enemy. It is certain, that iiot- 
witliflanding the affefiion the inhabitants of Madrid had 
for Philip, and the fidelity of many of the Grandees, 
and of all Callile, he had hill a powerful party againft 
him in Spain. The Catalonians, a w^arlike and head- 
llrong nation^ were obdinately attached to *his rival, 
One half of Arragon bad likcwife been gained over. 

H 3 One 
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One party of the people waited the event of affiiirs, 
and another hated the Archduke moie than they loved 
rhilip. The Duke of Orleans, the namefake of Philip, 
difgitlled bcfidcs with the Mmifiry of Spain, and diL 
pleafed wiih the Princefs Urfini, who governed there, 
began to conceive liopes that he might fecure for liimfclf 
the country which he luul come to dcfenci ^ and when 
Louis X>V. himfelf propofed to give up his grandfon, 
a d an abdication was alteady talked of in Spa n, 
t!ie Duke of Orleans thought hin»fclf worihy ot' filling 
the throne wnuch Philip V. would be obliged to rengn. 
He had Ibine pretenfions to that Crown, which tel been 
left unnotif'eci in the King of Spain's will, but which 
his father had maintained n s claim to by a protcfc. 

By m<'ans of his agents, he made a league with fomc 
of the Grandees who engaged to place him on tiic 
throne, ip cafe Philip V. I 1 iou<d quit it. I thi.scvenr, 
he wouh^ have roaiid many oi the Spaniards jeady to la', 
iindcr the ftaudaui of a Prince who was fo conirdcat a 
warrior. This I’clieme, had it fucceeded, could ncu: 
have difpleafed the hlaritiine Powcis, as thcie would 
have been lefs appreheniion of feeing tiie kingdoms ot 
France and ‘''pain united in one perion, and i'cwcr ob- 
idaclcs would tlien liave remained to the peace, dke 
projefl was dilcovcred a.t Madrid, about the beginning 
of 1709, while the Duke of Orleans was at Verlaillc-s 
and his agents in .Spain were imprifoned. Philip V. 
never forgave hi.s coulin, for thinking him capable oi' 
abdicating, and endeavouring to fucceed niiu. In 
France, the whole kingdom cried out againil the Duke 
of Orleans. The Dauphin, father to Philip V. propoieJ 
in Council to bring the offender to juftice as a criminal •, 
but the King chofc rather' to bury in filence this aboi*' 
tive and pardonable projed, than topuniilihis nep!u-w, 
at the time that his grandfon was on the verge of ruin. 

In fine, about thp time of the battle of Saragofia, the 
Spanifii Council andinofh of the Grandees, finding they 
had no leader to oppofe to Staremberg, whom they 
looked upon as a fecond Piugene, wrote in a body m 
jkouis XIV. retjuehing him to' fend them the Duke de 
3 V^^nddnie. 
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Vendome. This Prince, who had retired to Anet, frt 
out immediately, and his pretence was as good as an 
army. The Spaniards were (truck with the great repu> 
ration he had gained in Itdly, which the unfortunate 
campaign of Lifle had not been able to impair. Plis 
aflabiliry, opennefs, and liberality, which latter quali- 
hcation he carried to a degree of profit fion, and his love 
for h:s foldiers, won liitn all hearts. 

The moment he fet his foot in Spain, there h^tppmed 
to him what had formerly happened to Bertiand du 
Gucfclin : his name alone drew a croud of wduntcers. 
Mo wanted money : the Corporations of the towns and 
pages, and the religious communiHcs, fupplied him. 
he nation was feized with a fpirit of cnthuhalm. The 
I^Tcd troops left after the battle of Sara- 
golla, affcmbled together under him at Valla- 
dolid, Every place exerted itfcli'in furniih- 
ing recruits, I'he Duke do Vendome, without nllowdng 
time for this frtili aidourto cool, goes in puriult of the 
conquerors, brings the King back to MacliiJ, obliges 
the enemy to retire towards the frontiers of Poitugal, 
fo!lov/s them ihliher, makes Jiis army fwim over the 
d'agus, takes General Stanhope prifoner 


Aug lift, 

1710 . 


in 


Lee 
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Brihuega with five thoufand Engbfli, comes 
up with General Staremberg at Villa Viciofa, 
and gives him battle the next day. Philip V, who had 
not accompanied any of his former Generals to the held, 
animated with the Duke of Vendome’s fpirit, put him- 
i' It at the head of the right )ving, while that Central 
took the left. A compleie viftory was gained over the 
enemy and, in lefs than four months time, this great 

H 4. Gene- 


* Stanhope was riuprifed, farrounckd, and, after a very obftInat« 
rpretance, obliged to larrender hinjfdf and all his forces, a.'nountmg 
10 two thoufand men, including t]ire.r Lieutciiant'grntrals, one Major- 
gtncral, and one Brigaditr. At Vilia Vlciola, Staremberg fought 
'’.gninft double his nuijibtr. His left wing was nttci !y ode nv^d : but 
with the remainder of his troop.s be matntained his ground till night, 
wli^n the enemy retired in dilordci, leaving him nialhi of the field 
and ail their artillery, after •having loft above fix* thoufand m^n, who 
were killed on the fpot. Swiemherg had kjfiered fo muwh in he 

basde, 
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General, who had been called in when things were at 
the hit extiemity, retrieved all, and lecured the crown 
for evei or. the heid of Phdip V.* 

\Vh‘!c the Allies lemained afloniilied at this furppfng 
revolution, one a more lecret kind, and not lefs de- 
cifive, was preparing in England. A German f had by 
his ill conduct loft the Elcufe of Auftria all the fiiccel- 
fion of Charles V, and w^as therefore the frlft ainhor of 
the war; an Englilh woman by her indiicretian brought 
about the peace. 

Sarah Jennings, Dutchefs of Marlborough, governed 
Queen Anne; and the Duke, h[-r hufband, govenVd 
the ftate. He hid the Treafury at his command, tlnW 
the means of the Lord-High- rreafurer Godolphin, wh-ife 
fon ha.i married one of his daup-hcers. His fon-in !..w, 
Sunderland, Secretary of Statc% fubmitred every thing 
in the cabinet to him ; and the Qiicen’s hoiifhoUi, wheie 
his wife had an al)foliirc aiuliority, was at his demotion. 
Ide v/a ; alfo mailer of the army, as he ‘had t.hc difpoiai 
of all polls. 

I ' two parties, the Whigs and the Tories, divie'eJ 
Enghind, the Whigs, at whofe head he was, did every 
thing that could contribute to his greatnds ; and tiic 
Tenes had been forced to adiu’re him, and be flenr. It 
}s not unworthy of hiilory to add, thdt the Du.ke and 
Durciiefs were the two handfomeft perfons of tl.cir time; 
.^nd that this advantage contributes not a liitle to im- 
pole upon the multitude, when accompanied with dig- 
nities anti glory. 

I“Ie had more inrereft at the Hague than the Gr.ind 
Penftonary; and had great influence in Germany. As 
a Negociator and General, he liad ever been iuccefsiul, 

battle, that he coaid not pretend to maintain his ground any loiif>er; 
he therefote ordered their Cinnon to be nai'tcl Uj>, ar;d ictiicd to Ca- 
taioni.i. 3 molls/, 

I: tv'/b rrporteib th.'it hUcr the battle, Philip V, haviup no bed, 
the Duke of \ endd're f id lo hio), “ ) ir.ail prrp^.rc for }(iii the riehelt 

bed that ev^r Monarch repofed in upon wjiich he had one con- 
firuiflcd of alj jhe llandardb and colours taken from tiic enemy. 
^ohaire, 

f The former Emperor Leopold. 

and 
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and enjoyed a more extenfivefhare of power and reputa- 
tion, than had ever fallen to the lot of any Angle pyrfon. 
He could iikcwife ftrengthcn his power by the immenfc 
riches he had acquired during his having the command, 
I have heard his widow fay, thar, after he had given 
fortunes to his four children, he had remaining, inde- 
pendent of any gifts from the Crown, feventy thoulancl 
pounds pf r ann. which makes about one million five 
hundred thoufand of ourlivres. Had not h s parfimony 
been equal to his greariiefs, he might have formed a 
party in t’ne kingdom that Queen Anne could not eafiiy 
have^verthrown ; and had his wife been a little more 
comfclaifant, the Qiicen would never have broken her 
chains. But the Duke could never get the better of his 
thiric riches, nor the Dutchefs of her capricious tem- 
j;er. I'he Qijeen loved her with a tendernefs that went 
even to fubniifiion, and the having no will but hers. 

In attachments of this nature, it is generally on the 
fide of the Sovereign that arifes the difguft, the ca- 
price, the haughtinefs, and abufe of fuperiority ; thefe 
are ilie things which firft make the yoke felt; but all 
thcic the Dutchefs of Marlborough heaped upon her mif- 
trels vvitli a heavy hand. TheQtieen, who could not 1 ve 
without a favourite, turned her eyes upon Lady iV'afiiam, 
her M llrel's of the Robes. The jealoufy of the Dutchefs 
liroke out. A j)air of gloves of a particular faflilon 
v/h:ch file ref u fed the Queen, and a glais of water that 
fne ice fall in her prefence upon Lady Mafham’s gown, 
b/ a purpofed carclefsnefs, changed the face of affairs 
,in Europe. Matters grew warm between the two par- 
ties. 'rhe new favourite’s brother aiked the Duke for 
a regiment ; the Duke refufed it, and the Qiiecn gave 
it 10 him lierfclf. The Tories laid hold ot rh s con- 
juncture to free the Qiieen from her domcflic llavery, 
humble the power of the l')uke, change the Miniftry, 
make peace, and if pofijblc replace the otuart family on 
he throne oi En dand 

• If 

^ * We can nf^rm, on the very bcH anthority, thnt iho Tories never 
flaibouied any ju,h might indeed bs Jacoh tes 

among 
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If the (iifpofition of the Diitchefs would have allowed 
her to h-iveniadc foine concefTions, fhe might rtill have 
retained her jyjwer. The Qiieen and file had bcenufed 
to write to each other, every day, iind^r feigned nami^ 
This myfteiioiis familiarity always left the way open fer 
a reconciliation j but the Dutchels made ufe of tiiis re^ 
ihurce only to make things worfe. vShe wrote to the 
Qiieen with the greateil iiifolence ^ fite faid in her letter, 
Do me juftice, aifd make me no anfwerf ’ She foon 
repented of what fiie had done r flie went to an< pardon 
of the Queen, and wept; but her Majeily made Ikt 
only this reply : You have ordered me not to akfwcr 
you^ and I fhall not anfwer yon/' | 

After this the breach was irreparable. The Dutnirfs 
appeared no more at Court, and fame time aftervlufs 
Sunderland, the Duke’s fon-in-law, was removed fiom 
the Miniftry, as the firft ftep towards turning out Ch)- 
dolphin, and then the Duke himfelf. In other kiiiy- 
dpms this is called a difgraco • in England it is on!) a 
change of mcafures *, but this was a rcvoluiion yet \ci;/ 
difficult to be brought about. 

'I'he Tories, though matters of the Queen, ivcrc not 
foof tlie kingdom. Tlicy found themleivcs obhged to 
have rccourfc to religion. Atprefent there is little nion' 
religion in Great^Briiain than what is jiifc fufficient to 
diftingulili fafhons. The Whigs inclined to i’reffiytc- 
rianilin. 'Tiiis was the faction tliat had deihrorel 
James II. pcrfecuta! Charles II. and brought Charle" (. 
to the block. The I'orics were in the e[)ifcopal intc- 
reft, who favoured the Iloiifc of Stuart, and wanted 
^ftabllfa paffive obedience 10 Kings, becauiethe BiOiyp> 
hoped by that means to huve more obedience paid to 
themfelvvn A Clergymaa v/as procured to preach i.’p 
this docf fine in St. TauTs Cathedral, and to fet lorih 

smong them, vvho ferreily entertained notions of tl^at kind j Put tlieii 
they carc.^ully ccncealed from the party with which they aflbcoith 
Some too w^re diiven into Jacobicifm by hard ufa^e : but the 1 
general jir^d no iiiientmn to alter that fuccelHoa which iht’y hull 
lL(."nJelve5 eftabliOied. Smolht. 

Dr. Sincilet was millaheti, if ws fnay give credit to more 
lelUajony. 
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in the mofl: odious the ndminillration of Marlbo- 

ronn;h, and the p.ircy which had given the Crown to King 
William'’^. But notw'thftanding rfie Qiieen f cretly fa- 
vouied this preacher, flie couhi not prevent his being 
liicnccd, for three jear% by the two Houses of Padia- 
inenr, nor his fernion from beuig burnt by the hands of 
the common hangman. She Iclt her want of power flill 
morcfenlibly^ in not being able to indulge the fecretties 
of bl(X>d in opening a way fur her brother to the throne, 
which the VVMgs had barred againft him. d'hofe wrirers 
who fay that Mdiiborough and his party fell, the inftant 
th.e Qu^-en ceafed tofupport them with her favour, know 
notl/ng of the affairs oPEngland, The Que^n, though 
iio\4.derirous of peace, did not dare to removeMarlbo- 
rou((h fiom the command of her armies; and, in the 
Ipring of 1711, he was ilill purfuing his conqutfts over 
France, though indifgraceac his own Court. 

About the latter end of January, in this fame year 
371 1, arrived at V'erfailles an unknown Prieff, named 
tile Abbe Gautier, who had formerly been coadjutor to 
the Almoner of Marfiial Tallaid, in liis embaffy to 
King William, lie had from that time always remained 
in London, without any other employirient than that of 
faying Mafs in tlie private Chapel of the Count de Ga- 
las, aVmbaffador from the Emperor in England. Some 
diancc or oilier had happened to introduce this man to 
the confidence of a nobleman, a friend to the new Mini- 
|ler uho oppofed t.he Duke of Marlborough. This 
ufiknown perlbn prefenteJ himfclf to the Marquis do 
Torcy, and laid 10 him, without any other preamble, 
“ Would you liave peace Sir, I am come to offer you 
the means of obtaining it.’* This is, replied 


* The Marqius Ce Torcy calls him, in his Memoirs, a Calviniji 
Pu’ade^ ; buc he' w.ds milLikcti ; this i-' a tiilc ihat is or.ly given 10 
Oie Prefbyiefian clergy, Henry Sachevcrell, wjio is here meant, was 
♦2 Doctor of DwinUy at Oxfoid, and of ihe Kpifcopd party. He 
prg.chcd rt Sc. rajps in favour of pailivc obedience, and againft to!(e- 
r ■non, n hefe tenets were cenfiircd hy the Pailiament ; buPhis invec- 
tivtc ay/. all the Marlborough hCUoa \,t’rc more lo. 


Mg 
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Mr. de Torcy, to afk a dying man if he would be 

cured 

A fecret negotiation was then immediately fet on fuor, 
with Lord Oxford, High-Treafurer of Emgland, and 
St. John, fincc Lord Bolingbroke, SecrtJtary of State, 
Thele two perfons had no other intcreil in giving peace 
to France, but that of depriving the Duke of Marlbo- 
rough of the command of the army, and to build up 
their credit upon the ruin of his. The mealure was 
dangerous •, it was betraying the common caule of the 
Allies ; it was to break through all engagements, and to 
expofe themlelves, w iihout any manner of excul’e, to the 
refentment of the grcatelf part of the nation, and|o <i 
Parliamentary inquiry, which might have coft them iheir 
heads. It is very doubtful whether they would Jnave 
been able to have carried this point, or no •, but an un- 
forefeen event happened to facilitate this great work. 

The Emperor Jofeph died, and left the do* 
*7* minions of the liouie of Auftria, the Gcr- 
^ ' man Empire, and the pretcnfions upon Spaii' 
and America, to his brother Charles, who was cleftcd 
Emperor, fome months after f. 

On the firil news of this death, the prejudices wliidi 
had armed fo many nations, began to be d Oipated 
in England by the fuggeftions of the new Miniiiry. 

• Memoirs of Torcy, Vol. III. page 33, 

•j- Lord Bolingbroke fays in his letters, that at th3t U’ne there were 
great cabals at the Court of France ; and that he clul not doubt but 
that tir-re were formed in the C\:binct there, Jlrangc pr(je,^h cf /r/;/" 
iular ambition^ Vcl. 11 . page 24. lie judged fo fro<i> a convcriation 
he fjnee held at fupper w'ith the Dukes of Ftuillade and of Mortcmai, 
** You had it in your power to have crufhed us, and why did )0^ 

not V* ^ ^ 

Bolmgbroke, notwlthdanding hb fenfe and philofophy, has ta, cn 
here into the error of fome Miniilers, who fuppofe that every thin^ 
/aid to them has forne meaning. The Bate of the Court of 1* ranee, an 
of the two Pukts, is rufHcicntly known to render it cenain, that at tne 
lime of the pe -cc of Utrecht, theie were neither fchemes nor caba h 
nor any individual ptrfon in a condition to haver undertAen any 
th ing. Kdtaire, ^ ^ . 

1 have tranflated ihe note, though the fenfe of it is not vtry cit * 

Sx 
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The war, faid they, was begun, to prevent L.ou’s XIV. 
fiom governing Spain, America, Lombardy, and the 
Kingdom of Naples and Sicily, in the name of his 
grandfon ; why then flaould we endeavour to unite all 
thefc kingdoms under the dominions of Charles Vk ? 
Why muft the Englilh nation exhauft its treaiures ? She 
has paid more to the v/ar, than Germany and Holland 
together. '1 he expences of this year alone, amount 
to feven millions llerling; and is the nation to ruin it- 
lelfior a caufe it has no concern with, and to procure a 
parrot Flanders for the Dutch, its rival in trade ? All 
thej^ arguments emboldened the Qiiecn, and opened the 
of a great part of the nation • and a new Parlia- 
m^^pt being called, the Qiieen was at liberty to prepare 
inacteTs for the peace of Europe. 

But in doing this privately, llie could not yet pu5- 
llckly break wiih her allies ; lb that while they were ne- 
gociating in the cabinet, Mirlborough was cai tying on 
the fervice in the field. He ftill continued ndvanemp: 
in Flanders, where he forced the lines that Marlhal Vil- 
iars had drav/n from Montreuil to Valenciennes, 
took Bouchain ; advanced as far as Ogicinoi ; 
and from thence to Pa.ds there was hardly a ' 
fingle rdmpurr lo oppofe him. 

Ic was at this unfortunate period tint the famous Du 
Gne-Trouin, who had not as yet any renk m the fea-fa'- 
vice, and owed every thmg to irlmieif, by his own cou- 
rage, and the afiifianceof iome merJrinrs v/lio furnillied 
him vhth money, fitted oul a fmail licet, and failed to 
the Bialils, v/iicre he took one of the prinri* 
pal cities, called Sr. Sebahian de Rio Janeiro, ^ 

Fie and his crew returned home load:d WiUh 
riches ^ and I'ae Portuguelc ioit even more than he had 
gained. But the miichief that had been done in the 
Bralils, did not aileviaic the mii'encs of hhaiice. 


CHAP. 
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ViBory of Marllat Vilkrs at Beuain. 'The Affairs of 
Ftance tesfieved. The general I'cacc, 

T he ncgocianons which were now openly fet on 
foot in London, proved more fnlut.iry. I'lio 
Queen font the Lnrl of 'firufFord Ambafiador to llollantlj 
to communicate to the States the propol'als made by 
Louis XIV. Marlborough’s leaVe Vv^as no longer 
The Earl of Strafford obliged the Lu^ch to name Pjeui- 
potentiaries, and to receive thofe of Fiance. ) 

Three private perfotis Hill continued to oppoTe th* 
peace. Thele were Marlborough, Prince itiigcne, and 
Heinfius, who perilled in their intention ot crulhinp 
Louis XIV. But v/hen the Englilh General returned to 
London, at the clofe of the campaign in 1711, he v.is 
deprived of all liis employments. He found a nrw Houfc 
of Commons, and had no iong<^r a majority in the IIou:!^ 
ofI..ords. The Qiiecn, by creating a number of new 
Peers, had weakened the Duke’s party, and llrengihencd 
the Crown-interell. Pic was now accufed, like cipio, 
of malverfation and, like thar hero, extricated himicli 
by his glory and his retreat. He was (till powerful, 
though in difgracc. Prince Eugene went over to Loiuioio 
to ftrengthen his party. This Prince met with t!-c re- 
ception due to his birth and renown, but his piopo.al'i 
were rejefled. The Court* incereit prevailed, Prince, 
Eugene returned to end the war alone •, and the hope ot 
frelli viftories, without a partner to divide the Irononr, 
was a new incitement to him. 

While the Congrefs was affembling at Utrecht, anc 
the French Plenipotentiaries, who luci been j’o ill ulcd 
at Gertruydenberg, now returned to treat upon nioi^; 
equal tepus, Marfnal Villars lay behind his lines ro 
cover Arras and Cambray. Piincc Eugene toc'k cla' 
town ot^ Quefnoy, and overfpread the country With 
army of an hunured thoiiiand men. Hie Dutch 

exci'^cd 
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exerted thcmfelves ; and though they had never before 
fornilhed ihcir whole quota towards the nccciiaiy cx- 
pences of the war, they had this yeir exceeded their 
contingent. Qi^ccn Anne could not as yet openly dif- 
entraf^e" herfelflrom them-, Ihe had lent the Duke of 
Omaond to join Prince Eugene’s army wuh twelve thou- 
land Englilh, and hill kept in pay a number of Germaji 
troops, "pnnee Eugene, after burning the fuburbs of 
Arras, advanced towards the French army, and pro- 
poled to the Duke of Ormond to give them battle-, but 
the Englifli General had been feat with orders not to 
hgh-t. 'rhe private negociations between Eingland and 
h'rt5icedrew towards a conclufion. A rurpeafion of arms 
was pmclaimoil between the two Crowns. Louis XIV, 
put Dunkirk into the hands of the IxngliiE, as a fecuriry 
for the performance or his engagements. The Duke of 
Ormond then retired towards Ghent, lie endeavoured to 
rake with him, along with tlie troops of his own nation, 
thole that were in the Qiieen’s pay; but none would 
follow him, except four fquadrons of the regiment of 
Holhein, and one regimeni: of Idege. The troops of 
Prandenburg, of t!ie Palatinate, of Saxony, HelSe, and 
Denmaik, remained wkh Prince Eugene, and were paid 
by the Dutch. The Elector of Idanover hiadelf, who 
was to fucceed (ihiecn Anne, rtotwirhflaridmg her re- 
tnonfirances, (unirniued his troops ia tiiC ]Xiy of the 
Allies ; vvIiiLh plardy liu-wcJ, that the prrtcnlions of his 
family to tiic y’lowa of England did not depend upon 
Anne’s favour. 

Priiice Eugene, though deprived of the afTidance of 
tlie Englilh, was lilll fuperior, by twenty th<?u''and men, 
to the French army ; he wa? likewife fuperior by his 
pofuion, by the great plenty of his magazines, a^d by 
nine years oi continued vid'ories. ' 

Maillial Villars could not prevent I hii fiom laying 
ficge CO Landrccy. France, exhauded of men and 
monc), was in <ajnu;ernation, and j.'coplc placed no greac 
dcg^eii^lcnce on die gonferences at CJtrechc, which nlighit 
be all gverthrown by the fuccelTes of Prince EAigenc. 
Several confiderablo detachments had already ravag;ad 

V, il.viii * 
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Champagne, and advanced as far as the gates of 
Rlieims. 

The alarm was now as great at Verfailles, as in the 
, reft of the kingdom. The death of the King’,^ 
17^2^^ only fon, which fell out this year ; the Duke of 
Burgundy, the Dutchefs his wife, and their 
eldeft fon, all carried off within a few months, and laid 
in the ftime tomb; and the only remaining child at the 
point of death ; all thefe domeftic misfortunes, added 
to th(fe from witliout, and the fuffering.s of the people, 
made the dole of Louis XIV. ’s reign confidered as a 
time pointed out for calamities, and every one expected 
10 fee more diiafters than they had formerly ieeA of 
greatnefs and of glory. , 

Prccifely at this period, the Duke de Venduir^^ died 
in Spain. 1 he general difpiritcdnels which leized upon 
tjie French nation on this occalion, of which 1 
remember to have been myfelf a witnefs, filled 
them with apprehenfions, left Spain, which had 
been fupported by the Duke de Vendome, fnould fall 
with him. 

As Landrecy could not hold out long, it was debated 
at Verfailles, whether the King llioukl retire to Chaii> 
bond on the Loire. On tliis occafion he told the Marlhal 
d’Hmeourt, that, in cafe ot any frefli rnisfoitune, he 
would aifcmble the Nobility of his kingdom, lead them 
in perfon againll the enemy, notwithftanding his age Oi 
fevency lour, and die fighting at their head. 

An error committed by Prince Lugene delivered the 
King and kiiigdom from thefe dreadful inquietudes. ii 
is faid, that his lines were too much extended ; lliat his 
magazines ftored at Marchiennes were at too great a 
diftance; and that General Albemarle, who was polled 
between Denain and the Prince’s camp, was not witinu 
reach of afilfting him foon enough, in cafe he fhould 
attacked. I have^'een affured, that a beautiful Iraiiaa 
woman, whom I faw fome t n:e afterwards at the Maguc, 
and whom Prince Eugene then k^-pt, lived in Mar- 
chiennes ; and thnt it was on her acc'tunc this had been 
maue a place lor the magazines, k is doing iajiilii^e to 
1 ' Pi ince 
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Prince Eugene, to fuppofe that a woman could have 
any fliare in his military arrangements*, but when we 
know that a Curate, and a Counfellor of Douay, named 
Le Fevre d’Orval, walking together in thofe quarters, 
firft conceived the idea that Denain and Marchiennes 
might eafily be attacked, this will better ferve to prove, 
by what lecret and weak fprings the great affairs of this 
world are often aduated. 

Le Fevre communicated his notion to the Intendant of 
the province, and hetoMarflial Montefquiou, who com- 
manded under Marflial Villars : the General approved 
of the feheme, and put it into execution. To this ac- 
tion, in fad, France owed her fafety, more even than 
to 'the peace with England. Marfhal Villars ufed a 
fineffe towards Prince Eugene. A body of dragoons was 
ordered to advance in fight of the enemy’s camp, as if 
going to attack itj and while thefe dragoons 
retired towards Guife, the Marfhal marched to- 
vyards Denain, with his army drawn up in five 
columns, forced General Albemarle’s intrenebments, 
defended by feventcen battalions, who were all killed or 
made prifoners. The General himfclf furrendered pri- 
foner of war, with two Princes of the Houfe of Nafiau, 
the Prince of Holftein, the Prince of Anhalt, and all 
the Officers of the detachment. Prince Eugene marched 
in lialte to their affiftance, but did not come up till the 
adion was over *, and, in endeavouring to get poffeffion 
of a bridge that led to Denain, he loft a number of his 
men, and was obliged to return to his camp, after having 
been v/itnefs of this defeat. 

All the pofts along the Scarpe, as far as Marchiennes,. 
were carried, one after another, with the iitmoft rapidity^ 
The army then puffied diredly for Marchiennes, which 
was defended by four thouland men *, the fiege of 
which was carried on with fo much vigciir, that in three 
days time the garrifon were made prifoners of war *, apd 
all the ammunition and provifions that the 
enemy had laid up for the v/hole campaip’n, 
fell into their hands. The fuperiority was now 
wholly on the fide of Maiffial Villars. 1 he enemy dif- 
VoL, IL 1 couragedj 
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coiiriigec], raifed tlie ficge of Landrecy, and 
Sept, and afterwards faw liouay, (j^uefaoi, and 

Boiichain, retaken by our troops. 'J'he Iron- 
tiers were now in fafety. Prince Eugene drew off his 
army, after having loll near fifty battalions j forty of 
which were made prifoners between the adlion of Denain 
and the end of the campaign. The moll fignal vidfoiy 
coiddnot have produced greater advantages. 

Had Marflial Villars been poffclfed of the fame flnne 
of popular favour with fome other Generals, lie would 
have been publicly called “ the Rellorer of France -.’Gn- 
llead of which they hardly .acknowledged the obiig.uicns 
they had to him, and envy prevailed over the public joy 
for this unexpedled fuccefs*. 

Every Hep of Marflial de Villars hallencd the 
of Utrecht. Qiieen Anne’s Miniftry, as anlwerable to 
their Country and to Europe for their aftions, negiefted 
nothing that concerned the intcicll of England and its 
allies, and the f.ifety of the public weal, la tlie firft 
place, they infilled that Philip V. now fettled on the 
throne of Spain, Ihould renounce his rigiit to the 


• Marllial Villnr.<s had at Vcrh.iliss a lodging in ihc apartment that 
was tccupiedby Moafcignctir, and the Kirg came to lee hijn there. 
'I’he .ciichor oF the Memoirs of Mainlenon, who confoiinti.s ii'l time, 
vol. V. page 119 of tliofe Memoirs, that Marihal \'illars, .li- 
ter the Inte aftion, appeared in thu gardens of IM.iriy, mid that ihc 
King having fdid to him, that “ he was very well fatishedwith hi:n,” 
I he Matihal turning to the Courtiers, (aid, Gentlemen, 1 hope }oii 
“ undeiftand him.” The dory mid upon this occahon, nuili appear .i 
cold lecepiion to a man who had juil returned from having pt.iforn;Cvi 
fuih fignal ferviccs. It could not he at fuch a crTis of gloiy that he 
would have remarked to the Courtiers, that the King was barely lanl* 
iicd, 'i his bungled anecdote belongs lo the year 1711. The King 
had in that campaign rommunded him not to attack the Duke of 
M.ulborough. 'I'he hngiifii lo'>k Bouchain, which r.dfed a nuinnuf 
air.ony the per pie agaieil Marlhal Villars. It was aittr ihat event 
the iving ufed this exuredr n to him, and then it might hue been 
p;op..r in a Gcncial 10 meu'e the cenfures of the Couit, by r. king 
iiaice I'ljt iiib fuveieigii was fatisfied with his cotjdueK though mu 
luceeidul. , ^ 

'I'hi ; matter is not of much con feciuc icc ; but one (hould rerpccl 
truth In the moll triilirig circmullancc. ■* Falia:t£. 
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crown of France, which he ha I Iiithcrto coniliint’y 
iriUintained •, and that the Duke of Eer y, his brother, 
prclumptivc heir to that iTown, alter the only renuiininf^ 
jve.it-prandion of Louis XIV. then at r!ic point of death, 
llijuki likewiie renounce all pretenuons to the crown of 
Spam, in cafe he Ihoulei ce.me to be King of hrance, 
d'hey likewife exadted the fame, on the part of the Duke 
of Orleans. 

The late twcDe years war had (hewn how little men 
arc to be l)ound by lueh ads, Theic is no one known 
law that obliges the dcicendants of a Prince to give up 
tlicir right to a throne, bccaulcg their father may have 
renounced it. d'hefe renunciations are of no cflcci:, ex- 
cept* when thiC common intereft is in concert with 
them however, they fcrvr_d to calm, for the prefent, a 
twelve years llorm *, audit is probable, that one day 
leveral nations may join to iupporc thele renunciations, 
that are now tlie bafis of the balance of power, and of 
the traiiCjudityol F.urope, 

By this tieaty the Kland of Sicily was given to the 
Duke of Savoy, with the title of King-, and on the con- 
tinent, the towns of Feneftrellcs, Exiles, with the valley 
of Pragtlas fo that they took from the liotifc of Bour- 
bon, to aggrandize 1dm. 

d'he Dutch had a confiderablc barrier given them, 
which they had always been aimin/ at ; and if the llouie 
ot Bourbon was dcfpoiied of Ionic territoiies in favour 
of the Dqkc of Savoy, the Houle of y\ullr.a was, on 
the other hand, (Irij)t to fatisfy the Dutch j who were 
become, at its expence, the guarantees and mailers of 
■the ilrongell cities of F'landers. Due regard was paid to 
the intered of the Dutch, with refped to trade •, and 
there was an aiticle ilipulated iikcwife in tavour of the 
Portuguefe. 

1 he fovercignty of eight Provinces, and half of the 
Spanilh Nethei lands, was referved ihv the Emperor, 
^ogcdicr with the advantageous Lordlhip of the barrier- 
towns. d hey likewife guarantied to him the Kingdom 
of Maples and Sicily, with all his pofieirions in Lom- 
l^aidy, and the four ports op the Coail of Tuicanv. Bur 

I 2 ' me 
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the Court of Vienna would not fubfcribe to thefe con- 
ditions, as thinking (he had not fufficient juftice done 
Iicr 

As to England, her glory and intereft were fufficiently 
fecured. She had obtained the demolition of the harbour 
and fortifications of Dunkiik, which had been theobjeft 
of fo much jealoufy. She was left in poflVffion of Gi- 
braltar, and the Ifiand of Minorca, by Spam. France 
ceded to her Hudfon’s Bay, the Ifiand of Newfoundlaiu;, 
and Acadia-, and fire procured greater privileges for her 
American trade, than had been granted even to the 
French, wlio placed Philip V. on the throne. We mult 
likewife reckon among the glorious afts ot the Enghll' 
Miniftry, its having engaged Louis XIV. to confeiit to 
fet at liberty thofe of his fubjefts who were confines ui 
prifon on account of tlicir religion. This was diftating 
laws, but laws of a very refpedtable nature. 

Laltly, Q.ueen Anne, facrificing the rights of blood, 
and the fecret inclinations of her heart, to the good o: 
her country, fecured the fucceflionof the crown of Great 
Britain to the Floufe of Hanover. 

As to the Eledfors of Bavaria and Cologne, the for- 
mer was to keep the Dutchy of Lu.xemburg, and the 
County of Namur, till his brother and himfelf fliouk 
be reftored to their Eledorates -, for Spam had ceded 
thofe two fovereignties to the Eledlor of Bavaria, as y 
confiJeration for his lofles, and the Allies had taken nei- 
ther of them during the war. 

As to France, who demoliflied Dunkirk, and gave 
up fo many places in Flanders that her arms had formerly 
conquered, and which had been fecured to her by the trea- 
ties of Nimeguen and Ryfwick, llie got back Lifle, Ane, 
Bethunc, and Saint-Venant. , 

Thus did the Englilh Miniftry appear to do juftice to 
all the parties : but this merit was denied them by tnc 
Whio-3- and one-half of the nation reviled the memory 
of Queen Anne, for having done the greateft good 
that a' fovereign poflibly could do, in giving peace to 
io mariv nations. She was reproached with not havnig 

' nil-’ 
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diftncmbered France, when it was in her power to do 
lo 

All thefe treaties were figned, one after anorher, in 
the courfe of the year 1713 : but whether it was owing 
to the obftinacy of Prince Eugene, or to the bad politics 
of the Emperor’s Council, that monarch did not enter 
into any of thefe negociations. He would certainly have 
had Landau, and perhaps Strafburg, had he at firil 
fallen in with the views of Queen Anne*, but he was 
bent upon continuing the war, and fo got nothing. 

Mardial Villars, having fecured the reft of French 
Flanders, marched towards the Rhine, and, 
after* making himfclf mafter of Spires, 

Worms^ and all the circumjacent country, he 

took Landau, which the Emperor might have had, by 

acceding to the peace ; forced the lines that ^ 

Prince h.ugene had drawn in Brifgau; defeated 
Marlhal Vaubonne, who defended thofe lines; and laft- 
ly, beficged and took Friburg, the capital of _ 

Upper A^ftria. " _ 

The Council of Vienna prefled the Circles of the 
Empire to fend the fuccours they had promifed, but 
none came. They now began to be fenfible that the 
Emperor, without the affiftance of England and Holland, 
could never prevail againft France, and refolved upon 
peace, when it was too late. 

MarO-ia] Villars, after having thus put an end to the 
war, had the additional honour of concluding the peace 
with Prince Eugene, at Raftad. This was perhaps the 
firft time that two Generals of oppofite parties had been 


* Queen Anne, in the month of Auguft, fent her Secretary of State, 
Lord Vifeount Bolingbroke, to confummate the negotiation. The 
Marquis of Torcy has made a panegyric on this Minifter, and fays 
^nat Louis XIV. gave him the reception hedeferved. And indeed he 
was received at Court as a man who came to give»peace ; and when he 
Pppeared at the Opera, the whole audience rofe to do him honour. It 
Is then a great calumny in the Memoirs of Maintenon to fay, vol, V# 
page 115, The contempt that Louis XIV. Ihewed for Lora Boling<p 
bfcke, is no proof that he ha 4 been one of his penfioners.'' It is 
Niculous to hear fuch a ^an feeak in this manner ol the greaielf men. 
Idlfane, 
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known to meet together at the clofe of a campaign, to 
treat in the names of their mailers. They both brou.rhi 

with them that opennels of charafter for which 

17%. * ^ h^ve heard Marfhal 

Villars relate, that one of the firft things he faul 
to Pfinee Juigene, was th'-. : “ Sir, we do not meet a'l 

enemies ; yours are at Vienna, and mine at Verfailles.” 
In faft, both of them had always cabals to combat at 
their refpeftive Courts. 

There was no notice taken, in this treaty, of the pre- 
tenfions which the Emperor .ilill maintained to ihc 
Spanilh monarchy, nor of the empty title of Carjiohc 
King, which he continued to bear, after Philip V. was in 
quiet poflefTion of the kingdom. Louis XIV. kpt 
Stradiurg and Landau, which he had before olTercd ro 
give up ; Huningen, and NXw llrijac, which lie io’ 
liimfelf propofed to dcmolifli ; and the lovereignty oi 
All'ace, which he had offered to renounce, but wli i 
was fttll more honourable for him, he procured tla: 
Eledors of Cologne and Bavaria to be rciniraied in tin ' 
ranks and dominions. 

It is a very remarkable circumfiance, that France, i' 
all her treaties v/itb. the Emperors, has conlfmtly pg* 
teeled the rights of the Princes and States of the Einp'ir’ 
Si e laid the foiinilafion oftlie Germanic liberties hs tie, 
peace of JVIunfler; and caulcd an eighth Llecloraie t) 
be erefled in favour of this very Houle oi: Bavaiui. 
The treaty of Weftphalia veas confirmed by tiait ct 
Nimeguen. By the treaty of Rylwick fhe procured 
the eflateof Cardinal Furllemberg to be reftored to Iwi'' 
Laftly, by this peace of Utrecht, Ihe obtained the :c 
eftabliiliment of the two Edledors. It mun be acknow 
ledged, that throughout the whole negociacion, wladi 
put an end to this long contention, France received | 
from Faigland, *but impofed them on the Empire. 

The hiilorieal memoiis of thole times, from vdiich k 
many hiflorics of Louis XIV. have been compiled, hi 
that. Prince Eugene, whem he had finiOied tlie con- 
ferences, dcTired the Duke de Villars to embrace 
knees of Louis XIV. for him, and to prefent that 

narcb 
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iiarch, in his name, with affli ranees of the moll profound 
refpei^ of ‘‘ a fubjeft towards his fovereign.” In the 
firil place, it is not true that a Prince, the grandfon of 
a fovereign, can be the fiibje'51: of another Prince, bccaufe 
he was born in his dominions ; and in the fecond place, 
it is dill lefs fo that Prince Eugene, Vicar-general of 
the Empire, Ihould call himfelf the fubjeft of the King 
of France. 

And now each State took pofiefTion of its new rights. 
The Duke of Savoy got himfelf acknowledged in Sicily, 
without cohfulting the Emperor, who complained of it 
in vain. Louis XIV. .had his troops received into Lifle. 
^Tlie Dutch feized on their barrier-towns, and the States 
of the country gave them one million two hundred and 
fifty 'thouland florins per annum to remain mafters of 
Flanders. Louis XIV. filled up the harbour of Dun- 
kirk, razed the citadel, and demoliflied the fortifications 
towards the fca, under the eye of the Englifh Com- 
miifaiy. The inhabitants, wlio faw their whole trade 
ruined thereby, fent a deputation over to I.ondon, to 
implore the clemency of Qtiecn Anne. It was a mor- 
tdying circumllance to Louis XIV. that his fubjeds 
fnould go to alk favours of a Queen of England ; but 
it was ftill more melancholy for thefe poor people, that 
the C^iecn was obliged to reftife them. 

'Fhe King,^ fome time afterwards, enlarged the canal 
of Mardyke,‘‘and by mearts of fluiccs formed an har*- 
hour there, which was thought already to equal that of 
Dunkirk. The Earl of Stair, Ambaffador from Eng- 
land, complained of this in warm terms to the King. 

It is laid in one of the moft popular books we have, that 
Louis XIV. made him this reply : Mr. Ambaffador, 

I have always been matter in my own kingdom, 
I'ometimes in thole of others ; do not put me in re- 
membrance of it.” I know, of my own ceitain know- 
ledge, that Louis XIV. never made* fo improper a re- 
ply. He had never been matter in England •, very thr 
from it. He was indeed matter in his own 'kingdom : 
f'U: the point in queftion was, whether he was iini^cei of 
eluding a treaty which he ov/ed his repole, and per- 

I 4 nap» 
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haps t!ie grea'^cfl: part of his kingdom The claiife 
of the treaty that related to the demolition of the port 
of Dunk:rk and its flaices had not llipulated that there 
flv)u!(i be no port at Mardyke, It has been boldly 
fi::!, in print, that Lord Bolingbroke, who had drawn 
U];-h treaty, was bribed to this omifTion at the price 
.liiion of money f. This bafe calumny is to be 
..i.d m the hiftory of Louis XIV. under the name of 
La Martiniere ; and it is not the only one that diflio- 
nnurs the work. Louis XIV. appeared to have a 
right to take advantage of the negligence of the Englifli 
JVIiiiiftiy, and to (tick to the ftrift letter of the treaty; 
but he chofc rather to fulfil the fpirit of it, folely for 
the fake of peace : and fo far fiom faying to Lord Stair, 
He fliould not oblige him to remember that he had 
‘‘ been formerly maker in other kingdoms,"’ he was 
very ready to attend to his reprefentations, which he 
might have clifputed. He oi\lertd the works at Mar- 
dyke to be difcontinucd, in the month of April 1714. 
They were loon after demolilhed, under the Regency, 
and the treaty was fulfilled in all its articles. 

Notwithftanding the peace of Utrecht and Raftad, 
Philip V, was not yet in poflelTion of all Spain ; he had 
ftill Catalonia to conquer, and the Iflands of Majorca 
and Ivica. « 

It Ihould be here mentioned, that the Emperor 
Charles VI. having left his wife at Barcelona, and find- 
ing himfelf unable to carry on a war in Spain, and yet 
unwilling to give up his claim, or accept of the peace of 
Utrecht, had neverthelefs made an agreement with Queen 
Anne, for a fquadron of Englifii fhips to bring away 
the Emprefs and the troops, now ufeJefs in Catalonia, 
In fine, Catalonia was evacuated- and Staiembcrg, 

* Lord Stair never fpoke to the King, but in the prefence of the 
Secretary of Sta e, Torcy, who has declared that he never heard this 
pretended converfation. k would have been a very humiliating one 
to Louis XIV. iff after all, it had obliged him to have put a flop to 
the works of Mardyke. Voltaire, 

t It is not faid whetl'^r {his fum was of Englifli or French currency. 
T runjlator, 

wheq 
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when he quitted that Province, refigned his title of Vice- 
roy. But he left behind him ali the feeds of u civil 
war, with the hopes of a fpeedy fuccour, on the part 
of the Emperor, and even of England. Thole who had 
the moll; credit in that Province, imagined that they 
might be able to form a Republic under a foreign pro- 
tedion ; and that the King of Spain would not be Ifrong 
inough tb oppofe them. On this occafion, they dil- 
jil.iycd that charader which Tacitus gave them 16 lono- 
lince : “ An intrepid people, fays he, that count their 
“ lives for nothing, when not employed in fiohtino-.” 

Catalonia is one of th^ moft fertile countries, and the 
inolUiappily fnuated, of any in the world. As well 
waiertd by fine rivers, by ftreams and fprings, as Old 
and New Caftille are void of thefe advantages, it pro- 
(iuces all that is necelTary to tire wants of man, and all 
tiiat can flatter his willies, in trees, corn, fruits, and 
vegetables ol every kind. Barcelona is one of tlie finelt 
ports in Europe, and the count; y round it furniCies 
every thing reqnifite lor Ihip building. Its mountains 
are enriched wth quarries of marble, of jafper, and of 
rocK cryltal ; and lome precious Itones are fometimes 
found among them. Mines of iron, tin, lead, alum, 
and vitriol, there abound ; and the eaftern coalt pro- 
duces coral. In fine, Catalonia might difpenfe with the 
w.iolt- univerfe ; but its neighbours could not do with- 
out It. 

1 hisabundance.and thefe deliglits, have beenfofarfrom 
rendering the natives effeminate, that they have been al- 
ways warriors, and the mount.aineers efpecially a'rc fierce, 
Tet notwiihllandingtheirbravery,;md their extreme paf- 
lion lor liberty, they have ever been a fubjug.atcd na- 
tion. The Ifomans, the Goths, the Vandals; and the 
baracens, have been fuccefiiveiy their mafters. 

1 hey fliook off the yoke of the Saracens, and put 
tiiemlelvcs under the proteftion of Chademagne. They • 
"cie lubjeft to die Houfe of Arragon, and afterwards 
that ot Auftria. We have already feen that under 
riii ip [V. being driven (o extremities by the Count 
Uiivares, Praqe Min}ller, they transferred themfelves 

under 
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vndcr the dominion of Louis XIII. in 1640 7\|| 

their privileges were preferved to them, fo that tht7 
were rather to be confidercd as wards than fiibjeds. 
They returned under the fovercignty of Auftri.i, 
1652 ; and in the war of the Sucreffion, tliey rook part 
on the fide of the Archduke Charles, a(;ainfi“ Philip. Br 
the obilinate rcfillance they made, tluy proved that 
Philip, though dtdivered trom his competitor, w.a 
notable to reduce them by his own power, l.ouis XlV. 
who, during the latter part of the war, had not beeii abh 
to affiit his grandlbn with either fiiips (n* lohliers agan ft 
his rival, Charks, now lent him fuccours againfi Insro 
bellioiis fubjetfis. A fleet of Freneh fiiips bloc knj iip 
the harbour of Barcelona, and Marfaal Bci wic!; laid Iky 
to it by land. 

The Queen of England, more faithful to her treaiy 
than to tlie interefts of her Country, would not affifi thi) 
city. The Englilh refenred it, and made the fn me re- 
proach to their nation that was objeded to tiie Ronriih 
for fuffering Saguntum to be deftroyed. idie ban; ea-; 
made a vain pronfile of lucrours. T’he hefieged deier.dec; 
themfelves with a courage that was fortified by fanatimirr, 
The Priefts and Monks ran to arms, and mounted rb.‘ 
trenches as if it had been a religious war. A jiljantom 
of liberty rendered them deaf to all the advances niatlc 
to them by tlieir maftcr. Above five hundred eccldiii- 
tics died during this fiege, with their arms in their lu.ndo 
We may judge whether by their Jpceclies and exang'ka 
thev helped to animate the people. 

i'hcy hung out a black enfign upon the breach, niiu, 
flood feveraV afi'mlts. At length the befiegers having 
made their way into the town, the hefieged dilptireil 
ifreet after (Irce"; and having retrcatCil into the ntv 
town, after the old o-ne was taken, they ofiered to capi- 
tulate, Oil condition of being allowed all their privileg e' 
hue they only obi^ained their lives and eftates. JVtoi| 
j>art of their prlvileg'^s were taken from tliem ; but (a 
all the' Monki who had raifed the * infurrcLtion, an-i 
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fought againfl: their King, there were only fixty punifli- 
cJ ; and they were only condemned to the gal lies. 

Philip V. had, during the v/ar, treated the little town of 

Xativa much morefeverely by ordering it to be razed 
from the foundation, as an example*, but though he 
might do this to a town of no iipportance, he would not 
dedroy a large city that had a fine fca-porc, and which 
was of ufe to the Stare. 

This fury of the Catalans, that had not exerted itfelf 
while Charles VI. was among them, and which tranf- 
porred them to luch extremes, when they were Irfc 
without afiiftance, was the kill fpark of that flame which 
ti.id* been lighted up by the will of Charles 11. King of 
Spain^ and had fo long laid wafte the moll beautiful pare 
of Europe. 

I'he town ofX^uva was razed in 1707, af er the battle of AL 
manza ; and Philip V, built another town upon its ruins, now c^]k 4 
iit. Philip, Foltairc. 


CHAP. 



124 


THE AGE OF LOUIS XIV, 


C H A P: XXIV. 

V hi Slate cf Europe from the Peace of Utrecht^ to the 
Death of Louis XIV, 

I MAY dill venture to call this long war a civil onc"^. 

The Duke of Savoy was here armed againft his two 
daughters. The Prince of Vaudemont, who had el- 
pouled the caufe c f the Archduke Charles, was near 
taking his own father prifoner, iir Lombardy, who fi'icJ 
with Philip V. All Spain was fplit into factions. Whol '. 
regiments of French Proteflaiits ferved againft their 
country. It was, in ihort, for a luccefiion among rehu 
tion*^, that the general war had been commenced ^ to 
which maybe added, that the Queen of Fngland exclu- 
ded her brother from the thione, v/hom i.ouis XIV. 
proted'cd, and whom Ihe was obliged to proferibe. 

Human prudence and expedations were deceived in 
this war, as tiiey al.vays are. Charles VI. though twice 
acknowiccigcd :n Madrid, was driven out of Spain. 
Louis XIV. on the fndnk of deftrudion, was retrieved 
by the unexpeded diiTentions in hingland. Tlie Conned 
of Spain, which had only Cedkd the Duke of Anjou to 
tlie throne in oidcr to prevent the monarchy from being 
dihnembered, law many of its parts lopped off. L.oni- 
bardy and part cf Flanders f remained to the Lloufc 
of Auftna ; the Floufe ot Pruffia had alfo a fmall pait 
of Flanders j tlie Dutch had the dominion of anodur 
pioition, and llie French were left in poffeffion of the 
red. i lius v/as the inheritance of the Houfe of Bur- 
gundy di'v ided between four Powers, and the one that 
feemed to have the greateft right did not preferve 
even a (ingic acre of it. Sardinia, an ufelefs poffcffon 
to the Emperor, remained to^him fora time, l^r Line 

* See vol.* I. p-ige 221, paragraph laft, the two laft lines. Tranjl- 
f '['he frovinceb of the Low Countries, which belong to the Houks 
of Aui'rj-u c'ire what is generally called Flandcff, and the feven United 
provinces arc called Holland* Voltain, 

years 
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years he enjoyed Naples too, that grand fief of Rome, 
which is fo often and lb eafily wrefted from her. 1 lie 
Duke of Savoy held Sicily for four years, only to 
maintain againft the Pope the fingular, but ancient, 
right, of being Pope himfeif, in that ifiand •, that is, of 
being, except in the Church tenets, ablolute mailer in 
all ecclefiaftical matters. 

The weaknefs of politics appeared yet more remark- 
able after the peace of Utrecht, than during the war, k 
js certain that the new Minillry of Qiieen Anne form- 
ed a fcheme in fee ret for the ellablilhing the ion of 
fames II. on the throna ^ The Queen herfdf bcL^aa 
to litten to the voice of nature, through that of her 
Minillcrs, and entered into the defign of procuring the 
fuccelfion to that brother on whofe head Die had before 
let a price, in fpite of herfelf. 

Softened by the pleadings of her favourite, Lady 
Mtlharn, and intimidated by the reprefcntationi of the 
Tory Biibops, fne reproached herklf with that unnarmai 
prolcriprion. I know the Dutchefs of Mar Iboroiorli 
was perluaded that the Qiieen received her br^tiier, 


• t he\Vhit's, indeed, taxed thrm wiihfuch a defign ; thongh vvi'h 
ail their indui.try they weie never able to adduce a jingle piootho iup- 
port the charge. I: is well-known, that at this period, the Mmillrv 
was c.’.vic e ’ in itfdf ; and that Oxford and Uc'Jiugbroke took all the inc- 
thod: in theirpovyer to recommend ihcmlelves CO the Lledor of Hanover, 
j*nd ihe iJuki- of Marlaormigh. The ‘gi;;cn repeat-. - ly declared to 
ber 1 arlianienc her inviolable attachment to the Pruteikmt fuccellion ; 
yvliich both Houles voted to be out oi danger. Oxfora made advaocus 
towards a reconciliation with the leader, of the Whig party, ami took 
• op Oftunities of alluring the Elcdor of his attachment to 

'* 0 on. . of i lanovcr. Lord Bolingbroke propefed a bill to ma!;c it 
in any perfon to lift or be inliircd in the i^retendei’s fer- 
‘.e ; wmeh motion was carried, and the Bill pjiTed ir^) a law. rhe 
^me ord held a fecrct corixTpondence with the Duke ol wlarlboromh ; 

qtigter, that, alter the accdlion of George L hu 
thf* kZ -1- ^ lotinidiion that a defign was formed to bring him to 
this iVIinillry had any i*e?ard to their own 
defi cannof fuppofe they wonlJ harbour and fcck to promote a 

ThH ? to the inclinatroub of the people, ^mo/ht, 

univerDl'* provcsraUier too mech ; for the peace was more 

nt^ithei 'Z nichnat^ons of the people. There would bs 

V'ranfiut'or'^^ W men, m the world, jf danger was to deter. 
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privately ; that fhe embraced him ; and that if he would 
have renounced the Roman Catholic religion, which 
was regarded in England, and among all Rioteftants, as 
the mother of tyranny, llie would have had him ap- 
pointed Iier lucceflbr. Eler avt-rfion to the Lloufe of 
J-idiiover augmented llill her affedion for the blood of 
the Stuarts. It has been affirmed that the night bclbre 
file died, fhe cr'cd out, fcvcral times, “Oii, my brother ! 

my dear brother She died of a fii oke or an apoplexy, 
at tl'ic age of forty-nine, the 22d of Auguft 1714 *. 

]>ota her tiicnds and enemies agree in this cha>-ader 
of he% that flie was a woman, of but very middling 
talents; and yet, fincc the days of Kdv. ard HI., ana 
Henry V. there lias been no reign lo glorious; never 
fo great Commanders on land or fea ; never mor-e fupe- 
rior Miniilers; nor Parliaments better informed, nor 
more eloquent Orators. 

Her death prevented all her fcheines. Tlie Houfe of 
Hanover, which flie looked upon as alien, and which 
Ihe loved not, fucceecicd her ; and her Miniilers were 
})eifecuted 'f. 

Lorii Bolingbroke, who had before come to give peace 
to l.ouis XIV. v/ith a grandeur ccjual to that Monarch, 
was obliged now to lick an al'ylum in France, and repair 
thither again as a fuppliant iiimfelf. '['he Duke of 
Ornx'iKi, the loul of the Pretender’s faction, chole tiie 
fame refuge, i larky, Earl of Oxford, had more re- 
foiution. He was tlie principcil objedt of the new Mi- 
niltry's releinmcnr. He flood his ground v/ith con- 
fidence ; lie defied the prilbn where he wss confinci-i, 
and the death with which he was threatened. Pie uas 
poffeifed of a cairn mind, inacccfiible to envy, to a 

* Queen Arne died Auguft 1 ; but Mr. Voliaire reems <0 )jc to 
f( iid ct 1 cr, ']iat he hab b--Hovved on her ten d.iy^ lile more than naiuie 
ptrmjtted her. In ti ts calculadon I mt ke allowance for the dift'erence 
ol tlic JhL ; which I cenfefs I liad not attended to, in my lift no:e, 
page ^6, ( f the formei volume, upon his date tf tlie Hi.ocyrdonu 
it is called, of Charles I. Yet even with tlds abau iiaut he lias md- 
taken a day, which is to Ihew his inaccuiacy rn dares. ‘J'ranjL 

f The words pnj- cuti^n ni.d proJ*cu'icn .ire fo ne'r in found, tliat 
they arc foiactimes miltdkeo for each ot .cr. I'tunJLncr. 

defirc 
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dcfire of riches, or the fear of fuffering. His very cou- 
raf’-e faved him, and his enemies in the Padiamcnt 
elieemed him too much to pronounce his fentence. 

Louis XIV. now drew near his end. It is difficult to 
believe that at the age of feventy-feven’^', andinthediflrefs 
to which his kingdom was reduced, he lliould venture to 
expofe inmfelf to a new war againlt Lngland in favour 
of the Pretender, acknov/ledgcd by him for King, and 
who was called at that time the Chevalier St. George ; 
and yet t!^^ fact is very ceitain. It mull be allowed that 
i.ouis had ever in his loul an cievarion of fentiment 
V hich prompred him to great aclums, ol every kind. The 
Hax,l of Stair, Ambaflador iVom England, had braved him- 
He was lorced to lend James III. outot b ranee, as in hii 
younger days he had been obliged to baniih Charles 11. 
and his l)i-other. d his Prince was 7/:co^^. at Comrnercy 
in Lorraine. The Duke of Ormond an i Lord lloling- 
broke interclled the glory of tlie King ol Prance*, they 
promifed him a riling in Plngland, and eiocc Lilly in 
Scotland, againft George 1. 1 he Pretender need only 

appear; all ihat was neceflary would be a lingle ffiip, a 
few Officers, and a lictle money. Ihhe ffiip and the Of- 
beers wei'c fupplied, without t lie Ice. if deliberation *, but 
it could not be a mm oI v;ar, tor the treaties would 
not perruitit. Mr. L/L[>ine d’y\nican, a lamous privateer, 
lilted out tlie tianlpuit, with cannon and arms*, bur 
as to money, the King had none. Tiiey alked only lor 
lour hundred choulanci crowns, and they were not to be 
had. J.ouis XIV. wrote with his own hand to the 
King of Spain, Philip V. Ins grandfon, who advanced 
them. It was wntli thele luccours that the Pretender 
palled fecrecly into Scotland. He th.erc met with a 
conlidcraMe |)airy ro fiippoithim, but he hajipened to 
be defeated by the Lnglilh army of King (Korge 

Lemis wa^ ilun ae.ad *, and the putn'der rerurn*ed to 
hide in Gcnuinercy the deliiny which piniued him all hi.s 




^ Thela.l yp.ir of his fik*. 
t At Prelhin, I y Cu’ii.’ial Willis^ aiul on 
eor, Cy t’le Duicc ot Arg)L. 


d; 
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life, while tlie blood of his partifans was Ihed upon the 
fcaffold. 

We fliall fee, in the Chapters referved for the private 
life and anecdotes of Louts XIV. how he died in the 
midll of the ntulf odious cabals of his Confelfor, and the 
moft contemptible theological difputes that had ever 
difturbed the minds of ignorant and reftlels fpirits. Rut 
here I fltall confider tlie date in whith he left Europe, 
at the time of his death. 

Tlie power of Rufiia was eftablifliing irfelf dady, in 
the Noith ; and this creation of a new people and a new 
empire, was then little attended to in France, in Italy, 
or in Spain. 

Sweden, the ancient ally of France, and formerly 
the terror of the Houfe of Aiidria, could no lonptr 
defend herlelf apainil Rufiia- and there remained nothing 
(,f Chnrlcs XI!. except his glory. 

A fmp'.e F.lectoraie of Cerrnany began to be a pre- 
pm;:;-;. it mg jiower. Th:- fecond King of Pruffia, I'.lci- 
tor f-f HiT.ndenburtr, with (economy and an army, la;u 
the foundation of a greatncl's till then unknown. 

Holland Hill retained that importance which fhc h;.d 
acquired in the lall war againft Louis XIV. ; but the 
weight file threw into tlie fcal* became every day Ich 
confiderable. 

England, though agitated by faftions in the beg:n- 
nin^’- of the rcign of an Elector of Hanover, flill pre- 
ferTCtl all her power, and all her influence. 

In Germany, the I’nnpirc languifliedundcrCharlcs VI.; 
but the generality of the Princes of the Empire rendered 
their states flourifhing. 

Spain began to draw breath under Philip V. who 
owed his throne to L-ouis XIV. 

Italy enjoyed tranquility, to the year 17 Jy. lhe>'^ 
was no ecclcliaftical quarrel in Europe th.aif could aflon 
the Pope any pretence for renewing li'S ancient clainis. 
or that could deprive him of the prerogatives which he 
had ftill preferved. Janfenifm was the only difpute that 
diflurbed Erance, but without making any fchifm, or 
exciting a civil war. CHAP- 
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CHAP. XXV. 

Private Memoirs and Anecdotes of the Reign of Louis XIV. 

A necdotes are a fort of contra6ted field, where 
we glean after a plentiful harvefi:, of hiftory ; 
they are fmall details a long time kept private, from 
whence they receive the name of anecdotes ; and when 
they relate to illuftrious perfonages, the Public feel an 
intcreft in them. 

Plutarch's Lives of Creat Men, are but a collcftion 
jof anecdotes, more entertaining than authentic. How 
could he have procured faithful memoirs of the private 
life of Theleus, or Lycurgus ? Moll of the maxims he 
puts into the mouths of his heroes contain, moral truths 
rather than hiflorical ones. 

Thefecret hillory of Juflinian by Procopius f, is a 
fatire diclated by revenge ; and though n'i-alice may 
fpeak the truth, this fatire, which contradids his pub- 
lic hillory, has not every where the appearance of it. 

But we arc not now allowed to imitate Plutarch, much 
lefs Procopius. We admit for hilloric fads only thole 
which are authenticated. When cotemporaries, like Car- 
dinal de Retz and the Duke de Rochefoucaulc, enemies 
to each other, agree in the fame article in their Memoirs, 
it is deemed indubitable ; when they differ, we fliould 
hefitatc ; what does not appear probable Ihould not be 
credited, unlcfs leveral cotempofaries, worthy of belief, 
unanimoully agree in the point. 

The moll uieful and moft valuable anecdotes are the 
private papers that great Princes leave behind them, 

* IneditOi or unpuhliJheL ^ranjlnfor. 

He had been Secretary to Bchfarius in all his campaigns, Kis 
to Juftinlan arofefrom the ungiatcful conduct of that Em- 
peror to his friend. However, this work is juilly deemed fpurious ; 
and I thick there is one circumllance in it that ought to make it I'uf- 
; which is, that the EmpreL, to whom he had no re^fon to bear 
*ny malice, is there abufed allp. Hid. 

VoL. 11. K 
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when the candour of their minds is manifeft in thofe mi- 
nutes. Such are thofe I relate of Louis XIV. 

Domeltic occuncnccs only amufe curiofity ; weaknef- 
fes expofcd to public view pleafc only the malignant, ex- 
cept where fuch foibles are capable of inftrufting, either 
by the misfortunes that have attended, or by the virtues 
that have made amends for them. 

The private memoirs of cotemporaries are fufpe6ted 
of partiality. Thofe who write one or two generations 
after, fhould ufe the greateft circumfpeftion, lliould dil- 
card the trifling, reduce the extravagant, and foften 
what is cenforious. 

Louis XIV. was fo magnificent in his Court as well 
as reign, that the fmalleft particulars of his life feem to 
intereft pofterity as much as they were the objeft of 
curiofity to all the Courts of Europe, and of all his 
cotemporaries. The fplendor of his government fhone 
through his moft trivial aftions. One is more eager, 
efpecially in France, to know the tranfaftions of his 
Court, than tJie revolutions of other States *, fuch is the 
cffccT of a great reputation. We had rather be informed 
of what palled in the Cabinet or the Court of Auguftiis, 
than read a detail of the conquefts of Attila, or of 
Tamerlane. 

Hence there are hardly any of the hiftorians who 
have not mentioned the firll attachments of Louis XIV. 
for the Baronefs de Bcauvois •, for Mademoifelle d’Ar- 
gencourt-, fur the niece of Cardinal Mazarin, who .vas 
married to the Count de Soiflbns, father of Prince 
Eugene ; and efpecially for her filler, Maria Mancini, 
who afterwards was elpoufed by the Conftablc Colonna. 

He had not afllimed the reins of empire when thefc 
amufements occupied tixat idle interval of life, in which 
Cardinal Mazarin, who governed with a defpotic Iwav, 
fuffered him to languiih. His attachment to Maria 
Mancini was alon^ an affair of great importance-, for he 
was fo paflionatcly enamoured of her as to be tempted to 
marry her, and yet was fufficiently mailer of himfelf to 
relinquilli her. 1 he vidlory which he gained over this 
pafli'jii began to make known the greatnefs of his foul. 



THE AGE OE LOUIS XlV. 


13I 

He gained a greater and more difficult one in leaving 
Cardinal Mazarin abfolute matter of the government. 
Gratitude * prevented him from ttiaking off that yoke 
which now began to weigh heavy upon him. It was 
a well-known anecdote at Court, that, after the Cardi* 
tial’s death, he faid, ‘‘ I do not know what I fhould 
“ have done, had he lived any longer 

He employed himfelf in this leifure with reading 
books of amufement, and particularly with the Con- 
ftable, who had wit as well as his fitters. He was charm- 
ed with poetry and romances, which in deferibing ga- 
lantry and grandeur fccrctly flattered his own character. 
He read the l'ragcdies»of Corneille, and formed m him- 
ieif that tafte which ariles only from good fenfe, and tae 
quick dilcernment of a found judgment. The conver- 
fation of his mother and the ladies of her Court con- 
tributed not a lit'le to give him a relifli for that refine- 
ment of fentiment, and to fafluon him to that peculiar 
politenefs, which began then to charadferize the Court of 
France. Anne of Auttria had introduced into it a certain 
noble and elevated gaiantry which refembled the Spanilli 
genius of that time \ to which was jo neJ that elegance, 
ioftnefs, and guarded freedom, which was no wheie to 
be met with except in France. 

The King made a greater progrefs in this School of 
Politenefs, from the age of eighteen to twenty, than he 
had done in the Sciences, under the Abbe Beaumont, 
afterwards Archbifliop of Palis. He was, indeed, but- 
very little inftrudted. It were to have been wifhed that 

• 1 cannot account for the meaning of this expreflion, here. It 
not gratitude to Mazarin, but fubmifilon and rcfpeiff to his mo- 
ther’s authority, through which Mazarin governed, that Was the 
caufe of Louis’s permitting fuch abfolute fway. 'Tranjlator* 

t This anecdote is atielled by the Memoirs of La ruitc, where we 
alfo fee that the King had taken an averfion to the Cardinal; that 
this Minifter, though his gqd father, and intruiled with tae chaige 
of his education, had taken no care to improve him, and had left 
him often in want of common neceirirles. He adds much heavier ac- 
cufations, which refleifl dilhonour on the CarJinaLs memory ; but 
they do not appear to be proved, and no charge faould Be admitted 
wuhom iL Voltaire^ 


K % 





THE AGE OF LOUIS XIV. 


1|Z 

he had at leafl: been- made acquainted with hiftory, parti- 
cularly the modern part; but what was extant at that 
time, was very ill written. It was an unhappy thing that 
they had then only fucceeded in idle romances, and that 
ufcful writings were difguliing. A tranflation of far’s 
Commeniaries was printed under his name, and one of 
Fiorus under the name of his brother. But thefc 
Princes had no other part in them, than having had 
fume paffages out of thole authors given them, to very 
little purpofe, for their themes or exercifes. 

He * who prefiJed over the education of the King, 
under the firft Marflial Villeroy his Governor, was fuch 
as he ought to have been, both- learned and agreeable. 
But the Civil Wars fpoiled his education, and Cardinal, 
Mazarin was very willing he Ihould receive but little 
inftrudlion. His pallion for Maiia Mancini made him 
foon mailer of the Italian language, to converfe with 
her; and at the time of his marriage he applied himfelf 
to Spanifli, but with lefs fuceefs. His neglec^l: of Itudy 
in his youth, a timidity which arole from the fear of 
expofing himfelf, with the ignorance in which Cardinal 
Mazarin kept him, led tlie wliole Court to imagine that 
he would be always governed, like his lather Louis XIII. 

There was only one occafion, on which thole who 
could frame a judgment befolv-hand, forefaw what he 
would be. It was in the year 1655, after the extindion 
of the Civil Wa:s, and after his hrft campaign and his 
Coronation, when the Parliament refolving to continue 
its aflrmbiies on account of lome edids, the King came 
from \'’incrnncs in lus hunting-drefs, attended by all Ids 
Court, entered the Parliament in his great-boots, with 
his whip in his hand, and, pronounced thefe very words: 

The milchievoLis eonfcquenccs of your aflemblies are 
“ well known, I i)rder thefe to ceafe wliich were called 
togctijcr upon tuy edids ; and, Mr. Firll Prefident, 

< 

* d'hi', nuy be either Abbe fJeaiiinont, or the Prefident Perigny ; 

( tu V bwih lii% Preccptuis, undri Villeiuy. ’rranjlator. 
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« I forbid you to fufFer thefe aflemblies to be continued, 

“ or any of you members to demand it 

The majelty of his perfon, which had already begun 
to appear the dignity of his countenance, and the 
commanding (one and air with which he fpoke, made a 
ftronger imprefi’ion on them than the authority of his 
nation, which t il then they had but little refpefted. 
But this bloom of his greatnefs foon after vanidicd ; nor 
did the fruit appear, till after the Cardinal’s death. 

The Court, upon the triufnphant return of Mazarin, 
amufed itfelf with Play, Balls, and Comedy, which 
being in its infancy in France, was not yet become an 
art; and with Tragedy, which had arrived to perfeaion 
. in the hands of Peter Corneille. A Parilh-Prieft of St. 
Germain I’Auxerrois, inclining towards the rigorous 
notions of the Janfenifts J, wrote often to the Qiieen 
againft thefe exhibitions, from the firlt years _ ol her 
Regency. He affirmed that it was a damnable fin to be 
preient at them, and got this anathema figned by feven 
Doflors of the Sorbonne. But the Abbe Beaumont, 
the King’s Preceptor, fupported by the approbations of 
more Doftors than had concurred in the cenfure with 
this puritanical Priell, quieted the fcruples of the 
Qiieen-, and afterwards, when he was Archbifliop of 
Pari.s, he authorized the opinion he had defended when 
an Abbe. This fad may be found in the Memoirs of 
tire candid Madame de Motteville. 

It may be here mentioned, that from tlie tirn^ -that 
Cardinal Richelieu had introduced at Court the rdgblar 

• Thefe words, here faithfully copied, are in all the authentic roe- 
itioirs of thofe times ; and it is neither allowable to omit, nor change 
any thing in-them, in any hiftory ot France, But the author of the 
h'lcmoirs of Madame M.iintenon has taken upon him to fay, at ha- 
2.ard, in his note: His Ipeech was not quite fo fine, and his eye* 

fpoke more than his lips,** Where did he learn that the fpeech of 
I.ouis XIV. was not quite fo fine, when thefe were his very woids? 
It was neither more or lefs fine; it was exaClIy as above reported, 
yohaiee. 

t He was then in his feventeenth year. , 

t Tiieir tenets are nearly the fame with thofe of Calvin! fm, aliojit 
place, I'rcdeilination, Reprobation and Eiciliop, Tranjlutor. 

K 3 Drama, 
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Drama, which has rendered Paris at prefent the rival of 
Athens, there was not only a bench at thefe reprefenta- 
tions appropriated, to the Academy, which included a 
number of Lcclefiaftics, but alfo a particular feat for the 
Bilhops. 

Cardinal Mazarin, in the years 1646 and 1654, intro- 
duced upon the Theatre of the Palais Royal, and of the 
Little Bourbon near the Louvre, fome Italian Operas, 
perlormed by fingers whom he had fent for from Italy. 
This new exhibition had been commenced a fhort time 
before, at Florence ^ a country then equally favoured 
by Fortune as by Nature, and to which is owing the 
revival of many arts loft, for a'ges, as well as the in- 
vention of fome new ones. But in France there had ftill 
fubfifted a relick of her ancient barbarifm, which op- 
pofed the rc-eflabliftiment of thefe arts*. 

7 he Janfenifts, whom the Cardinals Richelieu and 
Mazarin were defirous to fupprefs, aimed their revenge 
againft the amufements which thefe two Minifters had 
procured for the nation. The Lutherans and the Cal- 
vinifts had acted after the fame manner, in the Pontifi. 
cate of Leo X. All that is neceflary, often, to form a 
feft, is to be auftere. 'Fhe fame fanatics v/ho would 
fubve t a ftate to efiablilh an opinion, frequently abfurd, 
anathematized the harmlefs fports neceffary in a large 
city, and the arts which contribute to the fplendor of 
a nation. The abolition of public fliows would have 
been an idea more wo; thy the age of Attila f , than that 
of Louis XIV. 

Dancing, which may now be mumbereJ among the arts, 
as it is fubjeft to rules, and gives gracefulness to the . 
body, was one of the greateft amufements at Court. 
Loui XI [I. had never danced but once, at a ball, in 
1625 •, and this ball was in fo coarfe a ftile, as afforded 
no (ample of what the arts would arrive at in thirty 
* 

• Are we to reckon Operas among the old arts revived, or tjie new 
ones invented ? Tra>iJlntor. 

t King of 'the Huns, a great conqueror, in the 5 th century, whefe 
cognomen, or nom iic ^utr re,, was the Sivur^e of Qod* Ibid* 
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^ears after*. Louis XIV. excelled in the (trious 
dancing, which fuited the majefty of his figure, without 
offending againfl: that of his rank. At the running of 
the ring, which was foractimes performed, and in which 
great magnificence was at that time difplaycd, he /hewed 
to advantage the addrcfs he was ma/lcr of at all his 
exercifes. 

Pleafure and magnificence, fuch as were then known, 
diffufed themfelves throughout. Thele, indeed, were no- 
thing in comparifon of what was feen when tl.e King 
reigned alone •, but they were the more remarkable after 
the horrors of a Civil War, and the dullnefs of the 
gloomy and retired life of Louis XIIL That Prince, 

. fickly and peevi/h, had never been attended, or lodged, 
or accommodated, as a King. He po/Tefled no jewels 
above the value of a hundred thoufand crowns, belong- 
ing to the Crown *, Cardinal Mazarin did not increafe 
them to more then twelve hundred thoufand ; and now 
there are not lefs than to the amount of twenty millions 
of livres. 

At the marriage of Louis XIV. every thing 
alTumed a yet higher air of ta/le and magni- 
ficence, which has been improving, ever fince. When 
he made his entry with his (^een-Confort, Paris beheld 
with a tender and refpcftful admiration that young 
Queen, who was really handfome, leated in a fuperb 
equipage of a new confirudion, with the King on horfe- 
hack, riding by her fide, and adorned with all that art 
could add to his manly and heroic beauty, which at- 
traded every one’s admiration,- 

At the entrance of the ftreets of Vincennes, a trium- 
phal arch was ereded, the foundation of which was of 
ilone j but the occafiun not affording time, would not 
permit them to finilli it with the fame durable material. 
The fupcrftrudure, therefore, was only made of plaf- 

• Cardinal Richelieu had before given batls, but they weie with- 
out the Icall taile; as indeed wcic all the public entertainments be- 
fore his time. The French, who have now carried the art of dancing 
to pcrfL\Hion, had in the minority of Louis XIV. only fome ijpannh 
d-Ances j as th« Saraband, the Courant, the Pavan, 5.-C. VQltaire. 
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ter, and has been long fince totally demolillied. Claude 
Penault drew the defign of it. The gate of St. Antony 
was rebuilt, on the fame occafion ; a monument of an 
inferior tafle, but ornamented with fome tolerable pieces 
of fculpture. All thole who had feen, on the day of 
the battle of St. Antony, brought back to Paris through 
this gate, tlien guarded by a portcullis the dead and 
dying bodies of fo many citizens, and who now beheld 
this entry fo very different, bleflcd Heaven, and rendered 
it thanks for fo happy a change. 

Cardinal Mazarin, in order to celebrate this marriage, 
had an Italian Opera reprefented at the Louvre, intitled 
Ercole Amante But it did not pleafe the Frencli. 
They fiiw nothing in it they liked, except the King and 
Q^ieen, who danced there. The Cardinal fought to ren- 
der himlclf popular, by giving an entertainment more 
agreeable to the tafte of the nation, 1 he Secretary of 
State, de Lionne, undertook to have a kind of allegorical 
Tragedy compofed, in the manner of Europa, in which 
Cardinal Richelieu had been concerned. It was lucky 
for the great Corneille that he was not pitched upon to 
fill up this wretched rough draught. The fubjedl was 
I.ijis and Hefperia, Lifts fignified France, and Hefperia 
Spain. Qiiinault was appointed to this talk, who had 
gained a great reputation by his Falfe Ltkerinus'f^ which, 
though a poor performance, had an amazing fuccefs. 
Lifts had not the fame good fortune. It was performed 
at the Louvre, but had no merit in it, except the ma- 
chinery. 

The Marquis de Scurdiac, of the name of de Rieux, 
to whom the eftablifhment of the Opera has been fince 

• Hercules in love. 

+ 'I’lberinus w?.s a King of Alba, who was drowned in the river 
Aibuln, vvhich from thence derived the name of Tiberinus, or Tibrls, 
the Tiber. 

Ft In Tufei ciemerfus fluminis undis 

Nomina fecit ac(uae.^— 0*^. Metam. 

Tiberinus was the fon of Dipetns. If M. Voltaire had been a good 
Court-Genealoaift, he might have derived Hugh Capet from this 
f ock, for the honour of France, and the glory of Louis Ic Grand. 

7 ranjlatcr^ • 
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owing in France, had, at the fame time, La ^oifon 
d'or, the Golden Fleece^ of Peter Corneille, with its 
machinery, exhibited at his own expence, at his caftlc 
of New burg. Qi^iiniult, young, and of an engaging 
appearance, had the Court on his fide ; Corneille had 
his fame and all France. Thus it appears that we owe 
Plays and Operas in France to two Cardinals. 

It was but a fuccefiion of feafts, pleafures, and ga- 
lantry, from the time of the King’s marriage, which 
was redoubled upon the marriage of Monfieur, bis bro- 
ther, with Henrietta of England, filler of Charles II. ; 
and thele continued without interruption, till the death 
of Cardinal Mazann, in*i66i. 

. Some months after the death of that Minifter, there 
happened an event which has no example ; and what is 
as ftrange, is, that none of the hiltorians leern to know 
anj thing of the matter. There was fenc, with the ut- 
moll privacy, to the Caftle in the IQand of St. Marga- 
ret, in the Mediterranean, near Provence, a priloiw 
unknown, ofllature above the ordinary fize, young, aod 
of a handfome and noble figure. This perfon on the 
road wore a mafk, the chin part of which was compafed 
of ftecl fprings, which left him the liberty to eat, with- 
out taking it off. Orders were given to kill him, if he 
fliould attempt to difeover himfclt. He remained in this 
Eland till an Officer of great trull, named St. Mars, 
Governor of Pignerol, being made Governor of the Ba- 
ftille, in the year 1690, went to bring him from the 
Eland of St. Margaret, and conducted him to the Ba- 
ftille, always mafked. The Marquis of Leu vois went 
to fee him in the Eland before h:s removal, and fpokc 
to him ftanding, and in a manner denoting refpeft. 

This ttranger was brought to the where he 

was lodged in the bell apartment of the caftle. He was 
refufed nothing that he afked for. His greateft paffion 
ivas for linen of the greateft finenef^, and for lace 

, * What a natural fop muft this perfon have been, who could affeffc 
'nery that was never to be feen ? Perhaps it might have been a lady, 
hat was concealed under the malk. * 

Here Betty give this cheek ^ little red/* 

Achilles was deteded by fiich a chara<5ilerillic as this. Tranflator. 

He 
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He played on the guitar. His table was always fcrved 
in the moft elegant manner, and the Governor feldom 
fat down in his prefence. An old Phyfician of the Ba- 
Itille, who had often attended this fingular perfonage in 
his illnefles, declared that he had never feen his face, 
though he had often examined his tongue, and other 
parts of his body. The Phyfician fiid he was extremely 
well-made, that his fl<inwas rather brown, that he inte- 
refted by the mere tone of his voice, never complained 
of his fituation, nor gave the leaft hint who he was 
This unknown perfon died in 1704, and was buried 
at night in the parifti of Sr. Paul. What increafes the 
myftcry is, that when he was* fent to the IQand of 
St. Margaret, no confiderable perfon had difappeared in- 
Europe *, and this prifoner was undoubtedly a man of 
fome ccnfequence : tor on the firfl; days after his arrival, 
the Governor himfclf placed the diflies on his table, and 
then retired, after Oiutting him in. One day the pri- 
foner wrote fomething with the*point ot a knite, on one 
of the filver plates, and flung it out of the window to- 
wards a boat that flood near the bank, almofl: at the foot 
of the tower. A fifherman wdio owned the vcfl'el, took 
up the plate, and carried it to the Governor. He with 
great furprize afked the fiflierman, Have you read 
what was written upon this plate, and has any one elfe 
feen it in your hands ?*’ I cannot read,’’ replied the 
flfherman I have but juft found it, and no-bocly eiie 
“ has feen it.” 7 he peaiant was detained till the Go- 
vernor was well informed that he never could read, and 
that the plate had not been feen by any other peifoiu 
‘‘ Go then, faidhe, you are happy in not knowing ho-v' 
to read.” 

Among the witnefles of this faft, th^re is one, very 
worthy of credit, who is fttll alive. Monficur dc Cha- 
in 1750. the laft Minifler who was Intrufted 

with th;« extraordinary fecret. The iecend Mai- 

• A famous Surgeon, fon-in law to this Phyndnn, and wlio 1*' 
longed to' Marlhal Richelieu, tcltihcs what I advaiice, and Mr.de 
Fiernaville, fuccc/for to bt. Mar!, ^has cfrcii cvrj'rracd i; to nu- 
V rsjiain* 

flul 



tHE AGE OF LOUIS XIV. 


*39 


(l^al de la Feuillade, who was married to his daughter, 
told me, that when his father-in-law was on his death- 
bed, he intreated him * to let him into the myiiery of 
the perfon who was known only under the name of the 
Man in the Majk, But Chamillard told him that it was 
a fecret of State, and he had fworn never to reveal ir. 
In fine, there arc many of my cotemporaries Hill in be- 
ing, who can atreft the truth of what I advance, and I 
know of no fa£t either more extraordinary, or more 
authentic. 

Louis XIV. continued to divide his time between the 
pleafures that fuited his age, and the duties which be- 
longed to his ftation. He held a Council every day, 
-and afterwards had a private conference with Colbert. 
Thefe private interviews produced the fall of the famous 
Fouquet, in whofe ruin were involved the Secretary 
of. State Guenegaud, Ptliffon,^ Gouivdle, and many 
"others. The difgrace of that Mmificr, wdio was lefs 
guilty than Cardinal Mazarin, mae’eic appear that every 
one cannot venture to commit the fame faults. His 
ruin was already rcfolved upon, at the very time the 
King had accepted of the magnificent entertainment that 
this Miniiter gave him, at his feat at Vaiix. That pa- 
lace, with the gardens, had coil him eighteen millions, 
which was about thirty-five of the prclent currency. 

He had built this edifice twice over, and had pur- 
chafed three villages, the land of which was inclofcd 
within thefe extenfive gardens, laid out nioHIy by Lc 
Notre, and reputed then to be the fineH in Europe. 
His waterworks, which, fince thofe of Verfaiiles, of 
Marly, and Sr. Cloud, have appeared, Icem fo incon- 
iiderable, were then regarded with wonder. However, 

* The French exprelTion is, II U canjura c genoux, ** He conjured 

him on his knees.*' I did not think that to laiisfy a mere curiohty 
pquired fo folemn a conjuration. Cefiucs, ihcie Is foinetlung in the 
idea ot kneeling, at which the fpirit of a man isPapt to revolt, except 
'at our devotions. The action ihould be appropriate to the Creator. 
Methinks it argues a meannefs even in the Prince that fulfers Inch 
homage to himfelf. It is politic in delpots. Slave?’ cannot be ren- 
dered too abjeit. Tra^Jlattr. . 


not- 
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notwitiiflanJing the grandeur of this fear, the expence 
of eighteen millions, the accounts of which are liili fub- 
filling % proved that he had been lerved with as little 
oiconomy, as he had hinifelf ferved his maifer. 

It isccitain that St. Germain’s and hontainebleau, the 
only country-palaccs the King was in polTefijon of, were 
much inferior in beauty to Vaux. Louis XIV. was 
fcnfible of this, and it piqued him. In every part of 
the houfe were feen the arms and the motto of Fouquer, 
which were a fcpiirrcl, with thefe words, non ajeen- 
dam / ‘‘ To what height may I not afeend V" 'I he King 
afked for an explanation of it; and the ambition hinted 
:n the device, did not ferve to moderate his refentment. 
The Courtiers oblcrved, that the fquirrel was every 
where painted as purfued by a fnake, which was tlie 
arms ot Colbert The entertainment was fiipeiior to 
any of thole that Cardinal Mazarin had ever given, not 
only in magnificence, but tafte. Les Fdchtiix :j; of 
Here was here exhibited, for the firlt time. PeliHbn wrote 
the Prologue, which was much applauded || . 

The public diverfions cover or prepare fo often at 
Court the ruin of particular perfons, that only in refped 
of- the Qiicen- mother, the Superintendant and Peliflbn 
would have been arrefied at Vaux, the very day of the 

• The accounts of this vaft expence were at Vaux, now called 
Villari, in 1718 , and probably may be preferved there ftlll. ^ he 
Luke of Viilars, fon of the Marfhal, confirms the fatfl. Nor 's it fo 
extraordinary, as appears at firrt. We fee, in the Memoirs of the 
> bbe Choifi, that the Marquis de Lonvois, fpeaking of Meudon, 
iheii building, told him, that it had then co/l him fourteen millions. 
Voliaire^ 

f '1 his paiTage requires a note, and I cannot fupply it. By the 
sdy trh par taut f here, is it meant that a fquirrel purfued by a 

fnake is a general emblem : I never heard iliat it was. And then 
thefe Courtiers mult have been in the fecret, by their allufion. If the 
fartoui be retrained to the Palace of Vaux, it nuifi there he a pro- 
phetical device \ as Fouqt'Ct did not know of the enmity of Colbert, 
io long before, nor li'ould he have braved u. TratiJIntor,, 

; 7 U Impertuuvts, 1 he hint of this piece ij taken from the ninth 
kiiiiic ol the firfl book of Horace. 

iihmjc) tt 'uia facrn, ficut meuf eji isV. IliJ. 

jj 1 ne V, ];ch of w'hich v.as tiie pjaife of th<‘ Kinp". Ihid. 

icaa. 
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fcaft^. What had increafed the refentment of the King 
was, that Mademoifelle la Valicref, for whom he had 
begun to be fcnfible of a lively pafTion, was become one 
of the objefls of the Superintendant’s tranfient attach- 
ments, who fpared no expence to gratify his inclina- 
tions. He had made an olFer to her of two hundred 
thoufand livres *, but the propofal was received with in- 
dignat'on, even before (lie had formed any defign up- 
on the affedlions of the King. The Superintend inr, foon 
afterwards, on perceiving what a powerful rival he had, 
endeavoured to become the confidant of her whom he 
had not been able to poffefs; and this ferved but to add 
new provocations. 

. The King, who, in the firft emotion of his refent- 
menr, had been tempted to have Fouquet arrefled in 
the very midll of the entertainment he was then receiv- 
ing from him, afterwards made ufe of a diflimulation 
‘^hich was not neceffary. It might be faid that the 
Monarch, though then in polTefTion of full power, was 
yet afraid of the ftrength of party, which Fouquet had 
cdabliflied for himfeif. 

Fie was Attorney- General to the Parliament, and this 
office intitled him to the privilege of being tried by an 
Affembly of the Chambers. But after fo many Princes, 
MarfKals, and Dukes, had been tried by Commiinoners, 
a fimple Magiftrate might have been treated in the fame 
manner, fmee it was refdved to make ufe of fuch extra- 
ordinary methods, which, though not unjufl, afforded, 
however, always a fufpicion of being fo. 

Colbert induced him, by an artifice not very honourable, 
.to felFhis poft. He was offered eighteen hundred tnou- 
land livres for it, which were wortia about three millions 
and a Imlf of the prelent times*, but by a midake he 
only dilmfed of it for fourteen hundred tlioufand 
tranks, exccffive price of places in the Farllamcnr, 

* This alfc)rdi us no v'ery favourable idea of Louis le Grand. /unf, 

t LouCaVranceb de la Baume-le-Blanc de la \Laliere, w.u made 
Maid of Holiour to Henrietta of England, Dutchefs of Orle.anb. She 
L'll in love with the perfoa of Louis \IV. who was e^paally liruck. 
S mol lit, 

fo 


I 
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fo greatly diminifhed fince, prov^es what confeqiicnce 
that body had (till preferved, even in its decline. The 
Duke of Guife, Great Chamberlain to the King, had 
fold that office of the Crown to the Duke of Bouillon, 
for only eight hundred thouland livres. 

It was the Fronde, it was the war of Paris that had 
given luch a value to feats in the Court of Judicature* 
If it was one of the great faults, and one of the great 
misfortunes of a Government a long while in debt, that 
France fhould be the only country in the world where the 
polls of Judges were to be bought, it was the confe- 
([lienee ot the leaven of fedition ; and it was a fort of infult 
to the Throne, that the place of Attorney to the King 
fhould coll more, than the firft dignities ol the Crown. , 

Fouquet, though he fquandered the revenues of the 
State, uling them as if they had been his own private 
property, polfelled not, however, the lefs greatnefs of 
foul. His depredations were only fpent in magnificence - 
and liberality. He reftored the money he fold his poll 
for, into the public treafury ; but this noble adlion 
availed him not. They made ufe of an artifice to in- 
veigle a perfon to Nantes, who might have been feized 
at Paris by a common ferjeant and a couple of foldiers. 
The King appeared to carefs him juft before his dif- 
grace 

I know not why mod Princes affeft to deceive by falfe 
fhows of regard, thofc of their fubjedts whom they in- 
tend to ruin. Diffimulation, in fuch a cafe, is incon- 
fiilent with true greatnels. This is never a virtue, and 
cannot be elleemed a valuable talent, but when it be- 
comes ablbliuely neceffary “f-. Here Louis XI V. appears 

^ The firft inftance of this kind of infincerity that occurs tome, 
on this paffage, is in Sacred Hiftory, when Judas with a ^cifs betray- 
ed his mafter. The fecond is in Profane Hiltory, wIk^i James 1- 
embraced the Earl of Somerfet, juft before he lurrcnd' red him to 
the Warrant of Lord phief Jaltice Coke. TranJIator. 

f M. Voltaire is an indulgent cafuift in morals. He^mighl have 
trufted to the common frailty of poor Human Nature to !,lave framed 
a latitude for itfelf, in difticult cafes. Had fuih an acC(Jmniod:tting 
maxim bren always obferved, we ftiould never have heard of martyi^* 
for Joyaltv' or rel gioii. IbtJ. 

to 
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to h^ve afled out of charafter ; but he had been inform- 
ed that Fouquet had cre<51:ed confidcrablc fortifications 
at Belleifle, and that probably he might have too many 
partizans, both within and without the kingdom. 

But it plainly appeared, when he was arrefted, and- 
carried firll to the Ballillc, and afterwards to Vincennes, 
that his party was only the felf-intereftednefs of lomc de- 
pendants, and of fome miftrefTes of his, who were his 
penfioners, and who forfook him when he had no longer 
any thing to bellow. But there remained friends of an- 
other charafter, Hill attached to him, and fuch as proved 
tliat he was worthy of them. The iliuflrious Madame 
dc Sevigne, Peiifibn, Gourville, Madernoifrlle de Scu- 
deri, and Icveral perfons of L.ctters, declared lo loudly 
in his favour, and fupported him with fo much warmth, 
that tlicy laved his life. 

d'hc verfes ofHainault, the tranflator of Lucretius, 
-s^ainlt Colbert, the perfecutor of Fouquet, are well 
known. 


Miniftre avare et lachc, efclave malheureux, 

Qui gemic Ibus le poids dcs affairco pubiiques; 
Vidinie duvouee aux chagrin-, politique^, 

FantOme revere fous un titre oiicreux ; 

ol combien des grandeurs le conble efl dangcreux ; 
C'oii temple de Fouquet le*. relique , 

la tandis qu’a la perte en leCiCt tu t‘ appliques, 

Crain qu’on ne te prepare un delbn plus alhcux. 


Sa chute quelque jour Ce peut etre commune, 
Crain ton pofte, ton rang, la cour et la fortune . 
Mul ne tombe innocent d’ou Fon te voit monte. 

Cclfe done d’animer ton Prince a Ton fupplice, 

Pt Dies d’avoir befoin de loute fa bont.b 
Ne fai pas ufer de toute fa juftice. 

B.ifc: Frdid Miniller^ a titled Have, 

VV ho n public vigils of all rell bereave ; ' 

A vi; im facrificed to Siatc arlalr, 

A u ( ivied phantom ilill oppreiVed with care's *, 

^ onn*inplate of Fouquet the fad remains, 

And then compute of graatuels what the gains \ 
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Thus while in fecret you his fentcnce plan. 

Thy cquaU perhaps greater, danger lean. 

His ruin may thy own but antedate, 

Fear then thy poll, thy rank, the Court, and fate. 
None from thy height can fall unhurt : then fpare 
Thy Prince’s vengeance to provoke too far ; 

And while thy crimes may foon his mercy need. 
Urge not his jullice in the prefent deed 


Mr. Colbert, when this farcaflical Sonnetf was 
|mentioned to him, afked if the King had taken offence 
zt it; and being anl'wered no ; “ Nor I neither,” replied 
the Minifter. 

We Ihould never be the dupe of fuch premedirated 
replies, of fuch public fpeeches, which belie the heart. 
Colbert appeared moderate, indeed, but he purlued the 
JifeJ of Fouquet with perfed animofity. A peribn 
may be a good Miniiler, though vindictive. It was un- 
happy that he was not capable of as much generolit}- 
vigilance. 

The mod aftive and Implacable of all his perfecutors, 
.v/as the chief of his Judges, the Chancellor Michael le 
< l eilier||. He created him very hardily in the Baftille, 

where 


• This Mr. Poet Hainault is hut a Hurdy beggar. A more pru- 
dent frierd would have judged it a hazardous experiment to add a 
pi ivate pique to a public prclecution, in order to qualify it. Dodors, 
they fay, fbmt'r'mes laiiea fever, to cure it ; but the analogy will 
hardly hold good in politics. Tranjlaiur. 

f 7 hel'e lines, as they are primed above, form the compleat French 
Sofinet, according to the dehniticn of it given by Richelet, in his 
l)idkmary. “ A Poem of fourteen lines, divided into four couplets, 
“ of which the two hril are of four lines each, and the two lalt of 
“ three.” It may here be oblerved, couplet ^ in French, fignifics 

JianTcu, though improperly. Ibid, 

I The vvofds in F/euch are, pour/uivait la mart . An ^dd phrflfc. 
which I have taken the hbercy to alter, thinking that ncAprivilegc ol 
idiom can warrant any exprefiion falfe either m leufc Lr grammar. 

11 id. I 

II He was an h opto > but a rigid man. See his chaitider before, 
in the Lift of Secietanes of State ; where ^tia faid, // ytr 

du Jiol, de la Cour, et du Public. *' He was eflceiiir 

than loved by the King, the Court, and the Public. ' Such un- 
amiable characters often lofe the merit of their Vifiuc with th<J 

tvcfld, 
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where he interrogated him, and did every thing in his 
poVver to have him condemned to death. When one 
reads the funeral oration of this Chancellor, pronounced 
by BofTuet, and compares it with his condudt, what is 
one to think, except that a funeral fermon is but a decla- 
mation ? 

It is certain, that this procefs againft the Superintend- 
ant was an acculation againft Cardinal Mazarin; for 
the greatefl; depredations in the finances were imputable 
to him. He had appropriated to himlelf, as if he had 
been the Sovereign, many branches of the public re- 
venue. He had aded as CommilTary to the Armies, in 
his own name, and to his own emolument. He had 
impofed (faid Fouquet, in his defence), by Lettres 
“ de Cachet^ large fums upon the Generalities which 
had never been done but by, and for himfelf, and 
‘‘.which is liable to a capital puniihment by the laws.** 
'It was by thefe means that the Cardinal had amafled 
immenfe treafures, of which he himfelf knew not the 
amount. 

I have heard the late Mr. de Caumartin, Intendanc 
of the Finances, fay, that when he was a young man, 
fomc years after the death of the Cardinal, he had been 
at the Palais Mazarin, where the Duke, his heir, and 
the D^ichefs Hortenfia then refided ; that he there ob- 
ferved a large inlaid cabinet, very deep, and extending 
from the top to the bottom of the clofet where it ftood. 
The keys of it had been a long time loft, and they had 
therefore never examined its contents. Mr. Caumartin, 
iurprifed at this negleft, faid to the Duchefs of Maza- 

vvorld, which is too generally not very charitable, and apt to 
that men fopietimes but borrow the appearances of ilridlneb and jtif- 
Uce, in orcter to indulge their fpleen and ill-nature with the Icfs re- 
preach. I have feen a Judge (a) lign a death-warrant as if he him-» 
elf had bee i the vl(ijiim, when the tears he Ihcd, had they been 
ended wit his ink, would have obliterated ^he fentence. Some 
^en ai^ ^ccu mg Angels, others but recarHmg ones ; .^atording to thvic 
'^vagance of Sterne, in his Chapter on he Fe^vie. Tranf, 
^^^ralities mean the dilFerenc Provinces or Oillrids allotted 
to the feveral Colleftors of the public revenue. FranJJatgr. 

Mr. Wainwri^ht, a Judge in Ireland. 

Vot: II. L rin, 
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rin, that perhaps fome curiofities might be difcovercd in 
this cabinet. It was accordingly opened, and was 
found filled with quadruples, gold counters, and medals 
of the fame metal ; of which Madame de Mazarin threw 
out handfuls to the populace, from the window, for 
about eight days fucceffively *. 

Cardinal Mazarin’s abufe of his defpotic rule could 
not juftify the Superintendant -, but the irregular courle 
of the proceedings againft him ; the length of his trial ; 
the odious virulence of the Chancellor Tellier, Ihewn 
in the profecution ; with time, which extinguilhes the 
public refcntment, and infpires a compafPon for tlie 
unhappy, and finally, felicitations, which are ever more 
aftively urged in favour of the unfortunate, than ad- 
verfefuits are profecuted againft them f ; all thefe con- 
curred to fave his life. 

Judgement was not given in the procefs till three 
years alter the commencement of it, in 1664; wlicn, of’'-. 
twenty-two Judges who voted on the queftion, only 
nine of them palfed fentence of death j and the other 
thirteen, among whom there were fome who had accept- 
ed prefents from Gourville J, declared for perpetual ba- 
niiliment. But the King commuted this banifhmenc for 
one more fevere. 

This feverity was neither conformable to the ancient 
laws of the kingdom, nor to thofe of humanity. But 
what offended the minds of the nation moft, was the 
Chancellor having banifhed one of the Judges, named 
Roquefante, who had been the mofl; aflive in deter- 
mining the Chamber of Juftice to indulgence §, 

All. 


• 1 have fincc met with the fame ftory In St. Evremond.^ 
f We arc obliged to M. V^oltairc for this reflexion to'ihc honour 
of human nature. Tranjlator. 

J See his Memoirs. j' 

|! By confining him* in the Cafllc of Pignerol, where h(^ employed 
himfclt in compoiing works of piety, Smo/let. f 

§ Racine affirms, m hit hiilorical fragments, that thCKingfaid, 
in Madcmoifellc VaJierc’s apartments^ “ if he had been 'teohdemned 

«( to 
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All the Hiftorians fay, that he died in confinemcnr, 
in 1680 ; but Gourville fays, in his Memoirs, that he 
was difcharged from prifon fome time before his death* 
The Counter? of Vaux, his daughter-in-law, had before 
confirmed this fa( 5 l to me ; though the contrary is fiill 
believed in his own family. Thus ’tis uncertain where 
died an unfortunate man, whofe flighteft aftions were 
obferved when he was in power. 

The Secretary of State, Guenegaud, who had fold 
his poll to Colbert, was no lefs purfued on that aceounr, 
by the Chamber of Juftice, which deprived him of the 
greateft part of his' fortune. What was the moll 
fingular in the Arrets of this Chamber, is, that a Bifliop 
of Avranche was condemned in a fine of twelve ihouland 
franks. His name was Boleve, and he was the brother 
of a contraftor, and had taken fliarc in his extortions 

St. Evremond, who was attached to tlie Superintend- 
ant, was involved in his difgrace. Colbert, who fearch- 
cd every where for proofs againft the man whom he wifhed 
to ruin, had fome papers feized that were intrulled to 
the care of Madame du Plcflis-Bellicwre ; and among 
them was found a letter written by St. Evremond, on 
the peace of the P>Tcnees*t'. This piece of plealantry, 
then deemed a crime againll the State, was fliewn to the 
King. Colbert, who feorned to revenge himfelf upon 
fo obfeure a perfon as Hainault, pcrfecuted in the perlbn 
of St. Evremond the friend of Fouquet whom he hated, 
and the man of wit whom he feared. 


** to death, I would have let him fufTer.” If he did make ufe of fuch 
an expreffion, it cannot be excufed. It appears to be both too fevere 
and too abfurd, Voltaire. 

The m4^king fo intemperate and hecdlef? a declaration, in the pre- 
fence of La Valiere, betrayed the leaven of a mean fpirit ofjealoufy 
and envy jn Louis, which the magnificence and galantncs ihewn to 
that Lady\y Fouquet, had formerly excited ih h s bread, and which 
even then mat unhappy man's fuffenngs and misfortunes had not been 
yet able t^qualify. Vranjlator, 

* See Gtiy Patin, and the memoirs of thofe times. Voltaire. 
t It was a humorous ridicule compofed againtf Cardinal Mazarin, 
•n hia conduft and behaviour during that treaty. Trari/Jator. 

L 2 Ihc 
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The King was fo extremely fevere as to punifla a harm^ 
lefs piece of raillery, compofed a long time before, up- 
on Cardinal Mazarin, whom he regretted not, and 
whom the whole Court had abufcd, reprobated, and 
banifhed, for many years, without the leaft cenfure 
Of a thoufand pieces written againft that Minifter, the 
lead fevere was the only one which was puniflied, and that 
after his death 

St. Evremond, who had retired into England, lived 
and died there a free man and a philofopher.- The Mar- 
quis de Miremont, his friend, told me formerly in Lon- 
don, that there was fome other caufe of his difgracc, but 
which St. Evremond would never reveal. When Louis 
XIV. afterwards permitted St. Evremond to return to 
his country, towards the latter end of his life, this phi- 
iofopher fcorned to accept the permiflion as a favour ; 
and proved that a man’s country is the place where he 
lives happy; and he did fo at London. 

The new Miniller of the Finances, under the fimplc 
title of Comptroller-General, jullificd the feveriiy of 
his conducl in re-eftablifhing that order which his pre- 
dccelTors had oonfufed, and in labouring without relaxa- 
tion towards the greatnefs of the State. 

The Court became the center of pleafures, and the 
model of all other Courts. The King piqued himfelf 
upon giving feafts which fhouki obliterate the remem- 
brance of thofe of Vaux 

It feemed as if Nature had taken a pleafure then in 
giving to France the greateft men in all the Arts, and 
in aflembling at Court the moft beautiful and moft per- 
fect ly-formed perfons, of both iexes. The King furpaffed 
all his Courtiers, in the dignity of his perlon, and the 
majeftic beauty of his features. The very lound of his 
voice, which was noble and engaging, gained thofe 

* An order w^s iffu^dfor carrying him to the Baftille, Kut he had 
the good fc i :une to receive a hint of it time enough to etfed; hib efcape 
out of the kingdom. Tranjlator, J 

t 'I'his was by Louis le t rand. Ibid. \ 

I A worthy emulation, truly! irli^ jealoufy of Eouquet, it feems, 
had not yet fubiided. //v//, 

hearts 
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hearts which his prefence awed. His air was 
fnch, as became only himfelf and his rank, and would 
have been ridiculous in any other pcrfon. The embar- 
raffmcnt which people were fubjeft to when they fpokc 
to him, fccretly flattered the complacency with which 
he was fen Able of his fuperiority. The old Officer who 
was confounded, and hefitated in his fpeech, on folic it* 
ing fome favour, and who not being able to finifh his 
addrefs, faid, “ Sir, I do not tremble thus before your 

enemies,” obtained his requeft without any fuither 
difficulty. 

The polifh of Society had not yet received all its per- 
, feftion at Court. The Quccn*mother, Anne of Au- 
flria, began to affedl retirement. The Queen Conlort 
fcarcely underftood the language, and mere goodnefs 
conllituted her foie merit. The Princefs of England, 
flfter-in-law to the King, brought to Court the charms 
of a foft and lively converlation, foon after improved 
by the reading of good Authors, and by a juft and re- 
fined tafte. She alfo perfedted herfelf in the knowledge 
of the language, which j(he wrote but incorreSly at the 
time of her marriage. She infpired a new emulation of * 
wit, and introduced at Court fuch graces and politenefs 
as the reft of Europe had fcarcely any notion of. Ma- 
dame had all the wit of Charles II. her brother, embel- 
lifhed with the beauty of her fex, and by the gift and 
the defire of pleafing. The Court of Louis X!V. 
breathed a galantry, the zeft of which was heightened 
by decorum *, while that which reigned at the Court of 
Charles II. was Icfs referved, and too much indecency 
debafed its pleafures. 

There pafled at firft between Madame and the King 
fome of thofe gallantries of wit, and that private inti- 
macy, wjiich little feafts, often repeated, are aj)t to 
produce. |The King fenther verfes, which fhe replied to. 

^5 ^.^^ppewed that the very fame perlbn was at the fame 
time conjidant both to the King and Madame, in this 
gay intercourfe. This was the Marquis of £)angeau. 

1 he King employed him to write for him, and Madame 
him to frame her anfwers. He thus ferved 
L 3 them 
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them both, without fuffering either to fufpedl that he 
was fecretary to the other ; and this was one of the 
caufes of his fortune. 

This connexion having alarmed the Royal Family, 
the King changed this fufpicious commerce into a foun- 
dation of friendlhip and efteem, which ever continued. 
When Madame afterwards employed Racine and Cor- 
neille to compofe the Tragedy of Berenice^ fhe had in 
view not only the rupture between the King and the 
Conftable Colonne, but the reftraint which fhe had im- 
pofed upon her own inclinations, left they fhould be- 
come dangerous. Louis XIV. is fufficiently pointed 
out in thefe two lines of Racine’s Berenice : 

Qu’en quelque obfeurite que le ciel I’eut fait naitrc, 

Le monde cn le voyant cut rcconnu Ton maitre. 

In w’hatfoevcr Hate he had been Ihewn, 

Mankind on feeing him their King would own. 

Thefe amufements gave place to a pafTion more ferions 
and more conftant, which he had conceived for Made- 
moifelle de la Valiere, Maid of Honour to Madame. 
He rafted with her the uncommon happinefs of being 
beloved, for his own fake alone. She had been for two 
years the concealed objeft of all the entertainments and 
of all the feafls the King had given. A young valet- 
de chambre ot the King’s, named Belloc, compofed fe- 
veral recitatives, which were intermixed with their 
dances, and performed fometimes at tlie (Queen’s, and 
fometimes at Madaine’s apartments ; and thefe recita- 
tives myfterioudy cxprefTed the fecret of their hearts, 
which foon became no longer a fecret. 

All the public diverfions that the King had exhibited, 
were fo many homages to his Miftrefs. In 1662 a Tour- 
nament was held over-againft the I'uilleries *,f in a 
large cnclofure, which from thence has retain^.! the 
name of La Place du Caroufe^ or tlic Pournammt-Q^oundn 

- ) 

* Not in the Royal Square, as thcHiftory of la Hod® fays, under 
the name of La Martinicre. Voltaire^ 
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There were five ^iadriUes reprefenting fo many diffe- 
rent nations, appointed to enter the lills. The King 
was at the head of the Roman troop ; his brother, of 
the Perfian ; the Prince of Conde, of the Turks; the 
Duke of P^nghien, his fon, of the Indian ; and the 
Duke of Guife, of the American one. 

This Duke of Guife wes grandfon to Balafref. He 
had made himfelf famous in the world, by the unfortu- 
nate temerity with which he attempted to become matter 
of Naples. His imprifonmenc, his duels, his romantic 
amours, his prodigality, and his adventures, had ren- 
dered him a fingular charafter in every thing. He feem- 
. cd to be a perfon of another age. It was faid of him, 
on feeing him run at the ring againft the Great Conde, 
“ Behold the Heroes both of Hiftory and Fable.” 

The Queen- Mother, the Qiieen-Conforc, and the 
Qtieen of Fngland, widow of Charles 1. who upon this 
occafion fufpehded her afflidlions, fat under a canopy at 
this exhibition. The Count de Sauk, fon to the Duke 
dcLefdiguieres, won the prize, and received it from the 
hands of the Queen-Mother. Thefe Iports revived more 
than ever the tafte for emblems and devices which 
Tournaments had formerly brought into fafhion, and 
which continued after them. 

An Antiquarian, named D’Ouvrier, framed then for 
Louis XIV. the emblem of a Sun, darting its rays on a 
Globe, with thefe words : Ne€ pluribus iinpar. 1 he 
thought was taken from a Spanilh device made for Phi- 
lip II. and more fuitable to that Monarch, who pofftttt^ 

* ^adrtl, from ^adrilla^ Spanifli. Small troops of cavaliers, 
properly mounted, armed and prepared to enter the lilts, at tilts, 
julls, tournaments, running at the ring, &c. Tranjlator. 

t Henry, Duke of Guife, who is here furnamed Balafrty was a 
nun eauall^ diltinguilhed for great and bad qualities ; which unhappy 
compofitior'^ of character was the caufe of many evils and calamities 
to his country, in the reign of Henrv HI and occafioned his being 
put to death, with a fadious (Cardinal, a brother of his, at the Caftlc 
ol Blois. f 

The world Balafri in French fignifies a fear in the face; and this 
Duke of Guife was fo cognomen’d, from a wound he had received 
there, upon an attempt made to aifaffinate him* Ibid, 

L 4 
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the fincft part of the New World, and fo many dominions 
in the Old, than to a young King of France, who had 
yet afforded nothing but hopes. This device had pro- 
digious fuccefs. The atchievements of the King, the 
furniture of the Crown, the tapcftry and fculpturcs were 
all adorned with it. The King, however, never wore 
it in his Tournaments. 

Louis XIV. has been unjuftly cenfured for the vanity 
of this device, as if he had chofen it himfelf and a cri- 
ticifm might more properly be made upon the conceit 
itfelf. The emblem does not reprefent what the motto 
fignifies ; nor has the latter a meaning fufficiently clear 
and explicit. What may be explained in different 
fenfes, deferves no interpretation at all. Devices, that 
remain of anticnt chivalry, may be proper in feftivals, 
and are agreeable enough when the gllufions are juft, 
new, ari^' * in ted. It is better to have none, than ad- 
mit thoir- vhich are mean or incongruous; like that of 
Louis Xll. who bore a IIcdge-Hog, with this motto: 
sy frotte sy pique — He that touches me pricks 
himfelf.” Devices are to inferiptions, what maf- 
querades are fo more formal alfemblie^. 

The fcaft of Verfailles, in 1664, exceeded that of the 
Tournament, in its fingularity, its magnificence-, and 
its rational pieafures; which being blended with the 
fpleiidour of the entertainment, fuperadded fuch a relilh 
and an elegance to it, as no exhibition of the kind had 
ever before been embelliftied with. Verfailles began to 
be a charming fpoc, even before it had reached that gran- 
deur to which It has fince arrived. 

On the 5th of May the King went there with a Court 
compofed of fix hundred perfons, who, with their attend- 
1664. entertained at his expence, as 

were allb thofe employed in conducing thefe 
bewitching fccnes. 'I'here was nothing ever ivanting 
ar thefe feafts, cxc^j)t luch lafling monuments, ^erefted 
purpofely for their exhibirion, as the Greeks ^nd Ro- 
mans ufed* to rade. But the lifpatch with which the 
theatres, amphitheatres, and porticoes, ornamented with 
as much magnificence as caftc, were cunftrudted, was a 

furpriac 
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fiirprizc which encreafed the illufion, and which, varied 
in a thoufand ways, augmented ftill more the charm of 
thele Ihows, 

There v/as at firfl; a fort of caroufal, in which thofe 
who were to run, appeared the firft day as in a review. 
Thefe were preceded by Heralds at Arms, Pages, and 
’Squires, who carried their devices and bucklers ; on 
which latter were inferibed, in letters^ of gold, verfes 
compofed by Perigni* and Benferade-f ; the laft of 
whom, efpccially, poflefied a fingular talent for fuch 
galant pieces, in which he always introduced delicate 
and lively allufions to the charafters of the perfon^ pre- 
lent, to the perfonages of antiquity or of the fable that 
“was reprefented, and to the reigning talle or paffions of 
the Court. The King perfonated All the 

jewels of the Crown were difplayed on his drefs, and on 
the*horlc he rode. The Queens, accompanied by three 


♦ He was an Abbe, born at Lyons, and the firll who cdabllflied 
an Opera at Paris, limilar to the one at Venice, by a Royal Patent. 
In 1672, he exhibited the Paftoral of Pomona, the words by himfelf, 
the mufic by Lambert. He afterwards, on fome difguft at his part- 
ners, difpofed of his Patent to Lulli. He was author of feveral other 
Pallorals, with many Odes, Sonnets, and Elegies. He tianilated the 
ihneid into verfe, but indifferently. It might not hav e been fomuch 
his fault, as the weaknefs of the French language, which Epic Poefy 
revolts at. Indeed all kind of rhyme is a rellraint upon it. A jing- 
ling epopee refembles a hero fn chains. Tranjlator. 

t There is too Ihort and difparaging an account given of this 
Wiiter, in the Catalogue prefixed to this Work. He was a man of 
'vit, fpirit and talents, was well received at Court, and had a pen . 
lion fettled on him by Anne of Aullria, the Qucen-A'iothcr. He 
.wrote leveral Plays, both Tragedies and Comedie'', belides conipofing 
loiae Ballets, which liad great reput.ition in that time. 

fie was author of a Sounet upon 'Joby which divided the CritT's in 
the Belles-Lettres between it and Voiture’s Sonnet called iJ anta» 
M. Voltaire fhould have given him the merit of inch a competition, 
at icaft. Not only tlie Men of Letters, but the whole Court took 
part fo warmly in this contclf, that it became a party -matter at la(l, 
oilferent fides were denominated Jobijis and Uraniujh, 

f We are at a lofs here to know what charaflcr this is, or*in what 
Cprefentation introduced ; but this we knowj that the name and the 
fn^iy ^r^ by no means confojtecl. * 
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hundred Ladie-S feated under triumphal arches, were 
prefrnt at this entry. 

The King, amidll all the eyes that were fixed on him, 
diftinguiflied only thofe of Mademoiiclle de la Valicre. 
The lellival was given for her alone, which flie feemingly 
enjoyed but as a common fpeftator. 

The cavalcade was followed by a gilded car 
eighteen feet high, fifteen broad, and twenty-four long, 
reprefenting the Chariot of the Sun. The four Ages, of 
Gold, Silver, Brafs, and Iron, the Cocleftial Signs, the 
Seafons, and the Hours, followed the car, on foot. Every- 
thing was chara6lerifl:ic. Shepherds carried the rails of 
the palifadocs, and joined them together to the found 
of trumpets^ to which fucceeded, by intervals, haut- 
boys and violins. Some perfons who followed Apollo’s 
car, came forward before the Qiieens, and recited fome 
verfes applicable to the place, the time, the King, and 
the Ladies. 

The races finifhed, and the night come on, four thou- 
sand large flambeaus illuminated the area where the 
fcaft was given. The tables there were ferved by two 
hundred ])erfons, reprefenting the Seafons, the' Fauns, 
the Sylvans, and the Dryads, with Shepherds, Vinta- 
gers, and Reapers of Corn. Pan and Diana advanced 
upon a moving mountain, from which they defeended, 
in order to place upon the tables whatever the fiedds 
and the forefts produced that was moil delicious. Be- 
hind the tables, in a femicircle, fprang up fuddenly an 
orcheftra filled with muficians. The arcades which 
furrounded the tables and the orcheflra, were decorated 
with five hundred girandoles, of green and filver, fup- 
plied with wax tapers; and a gilt baluftrade inclofed 
this vaft amphitheatre. 

Thefc feafts, fo much fuperior to thofe \yhich are 
imagined in roma,nces, were continued for feyen days. 
The King four times carried the prizxs of the games, 
and then refjgned them to be again contended for by the 
other champions. • 

The Comedy of I.a Printejfe d'Elide^^^ though not 
one of the beft of Moliere’s Pieces, was one of the moft 
• The Princefb of Elis. 
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agreeable articles of thefe fports, from the number of 
fine allegories on the manners of the times, and the 
temporary allufions, which ,add a relifli to fuch entertain- 
ments, but which are loft to pofterity. 

.Judicial aftrology ftill maintained its credit at Court: 
many of the Princes, from a vain fuperftition, thought 
that Nature had dlftinguifhed them fo far as to write 
their deftiny in the ftars. The Duke of Savoy, Vidbor- 
Amadeus, father to the Dutchefs of Burgundy, kept an 
aftrologer in his train, even after his abdication. Mo- 
liere was bold enough to attack this dclufion, in his Co- 
medy of Les Amans Magni^ques 
There was alfo a Court Fool introduced in that piece. 
This wretched fpecies of buffoons was ftill much in 
falhion, and was a relick of barbarifm which continued 
much longer in Germany than ellewhere. The want ot 
amufements, and the inability of procuring Inch as were 
agreeable and chafte, in the times of ignorance and bad 
talle, had given rife to this miferable fupplement, which 
is a degradation to the human underftandingT, The 
Fool that was then in the Royal family, had formerly be- 
longed to the Prince of Conde : his name was Angelin 
The Count de Grammonc faid, that of all the fools who 
had followed Monficur the Prince there was only Angeli 

* The Magnificent Lovers; 

t La Bruyere, in my opinion, offers a more philofophic folutlon of 
this matter, in his Chararters. “ Princes, or perfons otherwife hap- 
“ py in all their circumllances of life (lays he), have a certain fuper- 
flu'ty of joy in their minds, which inclines them to laugh at a 
dwarf, a monkey, a fool, or any filly llory, Thofe who are lefi 
‘f happy, fmile with more dillimflion.’* 

But many of the perfons recorded in Hillory, under this denomi- 
nation, were not the jejis, but the jeften of v ourts. Killigrew, in the 
reign of Charles 11, was one. He was a man of wit and literature, and 
employed abroad on Lmbalfies. They were a fort of privileged per- 
/ofiSy who, from a certain peculiarity of character, were apt to fpeak 
home-truths, and allowed to fay any thing lliort oftreafon, without 
offence to dec(irum. 

What a pity that this ufage has been aboliffied ! Kings need fuch 
a member in th^’State, extremely. It would not be amifs if the/ would 
take a fool's advice^ now and then. T rarJUtor, 
t The appellation of the Prince of Condc. Ibid. 
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that made his fortune. This buffoon did not want wit. 
It was he who faid, “ he never went to hear Sermons, 
“ becaufe he did not love brawling, and did not under- 

ftand argument.” 

The Farce of Le Mari age force^ or, The Forced 
Marriage^ was alfo performed at this feaft. But 
the moft admirable circumftance here, was the 
firft reprefentation of the firft three Afts of the Tar- 
tuffe*. The King was impatient to fee this chef-d’oeuvre, 
even before it was finifhed. He afterwards proteded it 
againft thole falfe bigots who would have moved heaven 
and earth for its fuppreflion ; and it will fubfift, as has 
been already faid elfewhere, while tafte and hypocrify 
fhall continue in France. 

The generality of thefe gay fpedacles are only cal- 
culated for the eyes and ears. What is merely Ihovv 
and magnificence, is but the amiifem-ent of a day ; but 
when the mafter-picce of art, fuch as the Tartuffe^ are 
added to thefe fell ivals, they render the memory of them 
perpetual. 

Several paffages of thofe allegories of Benferade, 
which enriched the Ballets of that time, are ftill remem- 
bered. I fiiall only quote tlicle verfes, applied to the 
King, reprefenting the Sun. 

Je doute qu’on le prenne avee vous fur le ton 
De Daphne ni de Phaeton. 

Lui trop ambitieux, elle trop inhumaine : 

II n’eft point la de piege ou vous puiffiez donnerj 
Le moyen de s'imagincr, 

Qu’une femme vous fuie, Sc qu’unhomjne vous mcne ? 

With thee we neVrean fear the tale. 

Of Daphne, or of Phaeton ; 

Her Ihynefs, or his bold a/fail. 

Thy fenfc and merits ftill muft ftiun j 

For, while fuch talents you employ. 

Nor man can<3afflc, maids be coy. 

The principal glory of thefe amufements, which per- 
xefted tafre, politenefs, and talents, in France, arofe 

* The Hypocrite ; from whence our play of the Nonjuror is 
taken* Tuvyhtu, 

from 
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from this, that they occafioned not the leaft relaxation 
in the aflTiduous labours of the Monarch. Without 
thefe attentions, he would only have known how to 
keep a Court, but not have known how to reign ; and 
if thefe magnificent pleafures of the Court had infulted 
the mifery of the people, they would only have been 
deteftable. 

But the fame perfon who gave thefe feafts, gave 
bread alfo to the people, in the famine of 1662. He 
caufed corn to be brought forth, which the rich had 
purchaled at a low price, and had it diftributed to poor 
families, at the gate of the Louvre. He remitted to 
the people three millions -of taxes. No part of the in- 
terior adminiftration was neglefted ; and his Govern- 
ment was refpefted abroad. The King of Spain was 
obliged to yield him precedence; the Pope forced to 
make him fatisfaftion ; Dunkirk added to France, by a 
purchafe glorious to the acquirer, and lhameful to the 
feller; finally, all thefe tranfadions fince he took the 
reins of government into his own hands, were either 
noble or ufeful. After this, the indulgence of thefe 
revellings appeared with the better grace. 

Chigi, the Legate- a-latcre, nephew to Pope Alex- 
ander VII. coming in the midft of all thefe fports and 
fpedacles at Vcrfailles, to make fatisfadtion to the King, 
for the infult offered him by the Pope’s guards, afforded 
a new exhibition to the Court. Such grand ceremonies 
are a fort of feftivals to the Public. The honours that 
were paid him, rendered the fatisfadtlon the more con- 
fpicnous. He received under a canopy the compliments 
pt the fuperior Courts, of the corporation of the City, and 
the body of the Clergy. He entered Paris under a dif- 
charge of cannon, having the Great Conde on his right 
hand, and the Ion of that Prince on his left; and appear- 
ed with all jthis pomp to humble himfelf, Rome, and the 
Pope, before a King who had not yet drawn his fword. 
He dined with the King after the audience, and the 
Court exerted itfelt to treat him with magnificence, and 
^fford him ^very kind of entertainment. The Poge of 
Genoa, fmee then, was treated with lefs cercaiony, in- 
2 deed. 
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'deed, but with the fame earneftnefs to pleafe, that the 
King ever blended with his moft important adioos. 

All thefe things gave to the Court of Louis XJV. an 
of grandeur which eclipfed all the other Courts of 
Europe. He was defirous that this luftre annexed to 
his perfon, fhoiild be leflefled on all around him that 
all the great fhould be honoured, but none of them 
powerful, beginning with his brother, and with Mon- 
fieur the Prince. It was with this view that he decided 
in favour of the Peers their ancient difpute with the 
Prefidents of the Parliament. Thefe contended for the 
fight of voting before the Pe^rs, and had been in pof 
fefiion of this claim. He determined, in an extraordinary 
Council, that the Peers fliould vote in the Beds of 
Juftice*^ the King being then prefent, before the Pre- 
fidents i as if they owed tliis privilege merely to his 
perfon, and fuffered the ancient ufage ft ill to fubfift in 
their common affcmblies, where he did not perfonally 
prefide. 

In order to diftlnguifli his principal Courtiers, he c:i- 
refted a uniform of large blue coats, embroidered with 
gold and filver f . The permiflion to wear this garb was 
deemed a great favour, by thofe who were under the do- 
minion of vanity. This honour’ was as much folicited 
as the Collar of an Order. It may be obferved, fince we 
have here entered into minute details, that they wore 
thefe coats over a doublet ornamented with ribbons, and 
over the coat was flung a belt, to which hung the fword. 
They wore aifo a kind of laced cravat, and a hat mounted 
with two rows of feathers. This drefs, which continued 
till the year 1684, became the fafliion of all Europe, ex- 
cept of Spain and Poland ; Tor they alieady almoft uni- 
verlally piqued themfclvcs on imitating the Court of 
Louis XIV. 

He eftablifhed in his houlhold an oeconomy which ftili 
fubfifts ; regulated the ranks and offices belonging to it; 
and created new ports about his perfon, fuch as that of the 
Grand-fnafter of his Wardrobe, &c. He re-eftabliflied the 

• Where the King prefixes in perfon, fitting enthroned, 
f A fort of rociuelaurc, or great-coat. Ibid. 
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tables appointed by Francis I. and augmented them. 
There were twelve of thefc for the Commenfal Officers f, 
ferved with as much elegance and profufion as thofe of 
many Sovereigns. He direfted that all ftrarigers lliould 
be invited to them ; and this attention was continued 
during his whole reign. 

There was another provifion of a ftill more refined and 
police nature. When he had built the Pavillions of 
Marly, in 1679, Ladies found themfelves accommo- 
dated in their apartments with a compleat toilette ; no- 
thing that was requifite to a convenient luxury was want- 
ing. Whoever was of any of his excurfionary parties, 
might give an entertainment in his own apartment, where 
he was ferved with the fame accommodations as the maf- 
ter. Such trivial things have their value only, when 
they are lupported by great ones. In all his aftions 
I'plendor and liberality were manifefted. He made pre- 
fents of two hundred thoufand franks to the daughters of 
his Minifiers, on their marriage. 

But what diltinguiflied him the moft, in Europe, was 
a liberality which had before no example. The hint 
arofe from a converfation which he happened to hold 
with the Duke de St. Aignan, who told him that Car- 
dinal Richelieu had fent prefents to fome learned fo- 
reigners who had written elogies on him. The King did 
not wait till he was praifed ; bur, furc of deferving to 
be fo, recommended it to his Minifters, Lionne and Col- 
bert, to feleft a number both of Frenchmen and Gran- 
gers diflinguifiicd for literature, on whom he might be- 
llow tokens of his munificence. Lionne having written 
into foreign countries, and having informed himlclf as 
fully as he could, in a matter of fo delicate a nature, 
where a preference was to be given between cotempora- 
ries, a lill was then made out of fixty perfons *, fome of 
whom had. prefents, and others penfions given them, 
according to their rank, wants, or merits. 

* The Oincyrs of the Houfehold who were privileged dine at 
Court. Tranjlator* 
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Alazzi, Librarian of the Vatican^; Count Graziani ft 
Secreiary of State to the Duke of Modena ; the celc^ 
brated Vivi;tni Mathrmarician to the Grand Duke of 
Florence; VofTius §, Hiiloriographer to the United- 
Provinces ; the illuilrious Mathematician Huygens || ; 

a Dutch 

• Leo Allatlus, or Alazzi, as the Italians name him, was a cele- 
brated writer of the »7th centuiy. He alhfted the Members of Port- 
Royal, in the contreverfy thty held with M. Claude, on the belief 
of the Greeks with regard to the Kucharifl. He fupported the doc- 
trine of the Latin againft the Greek Church. He neither mar- 
ried nor went into orders. Alexander VII, .ifked him, one day, why 
“ he did not do one or the other To which he replied, “ that 

he would not do cither, becaiifc it would prevent liis doing the 
“ other.” Upon which ftory M. Bnyle farcafiically obferves, “ Thus 
“ he palfed his wiiole life wavering between a parifli and a wi-^e ; 

forry, peiliaps, at bis death, for having chofen neither; when, if 
** he had fixed upon one, he might have repented his choice, foi 
“ thlity or foity years.” He died at Rome in 1669, aged Sji— 
£'o^. Die?. 

f joriune Graziani diflingiuflied himfclf by his poetical talents, 
and wrote a number of works. He W'as thought to poll'efs more eru- 
dition, than cither tade or judgment. He was author of an epic 
poem iniitlcd Cleopatra, and of another on the conqueft of Granada. 
He wrote alfo a great many odes and fonnets. PIo was created Count 
of 'Sai,.?na by Francis Duke of Modena. Ibid. 

X Vincentio Viviani was of a noble family in Florence, where he 
was born in 1621. He wa;. a great Mathematician, and had been a 
dilciple of Cbiliieo. He reftored the fifth book of Apollonius’s Conic 
Sections, which he publiflicd in 1659 , with the title of De Maximis 
€t Minhnis Gtcmetnca Di<vinatiOi &c. He was employed along with 
Caflini to prevent the inundations of the Tybcr. He died in 1701. 
Ibid. 

% Jfaac Vein us was the perfon here meant, but he was no hi do- 
rian. It was his father, John Gerard Vofiius, that had been Profcl- 
for ©fHidory, at Leyden. He was a man of great dudy and learn- . 
ing, licld a correfpondence with Chridina, Qqeen of Sweden, and 
taught her Greek. In 1670, he came over to England, where he waa 
appointed a Canon of Windfor by Charles II. though he knew his 
charafter well enough to fay, “ there was nothing that Vodius did 
“ not believe, except the Bible.” He expofed both his credulity and 
his want of faith in mod of his writings ; for though he had great 
learning, he was but a weak man. lie died in Windfor Cadle, in 
16^8. Ibid. 

|j Chrldian Huygens, born at the Hague, and one of the greateft 
Mathematicians of the 17th Century, He £rd difcov&rcd Saturn’s 
ring, and jnvented or Improved fcveral fcientific inJlruments. He 
loved a jdudious and I'cqueilered life, yet never contraded the lead of 
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THE AGE OF LOUIS XIV. i6i 

a Dutch Refident in Sweden *, in Sne, even the Pro- 
fcffors at Altorf and at Helmftadt, towns almoft un- 
known to the French^ were aftoiiifhed to receive let- 
ters from Monfieur Colbert, in which he informed 
them, that though BheXbg was not their Sovereign, he 
hoped they would permit hiin to be their JPatron. The 
ftile of thefedett^rs was adapted to the rank of the per* 
fons ; and they wer6 all aepompanied either with confi- 
derable benefadtions, or penfions. 

Among the French, Racine, Quinault % and Flc- 
chier, fince Bifhop of Nfmes, though then very young, 
were diftinguifned, and^ received prefents. It is true, 
that Chapeiain f and Cotin had penfions ; but it was 
principally Chapeiain that the Minifter Colbert confulted 
upon this occafion. Thefe two men, otherwife fo decried 
for their poetry, were not without merit. Chapeiain was 

that feverity or fournefs of manners or dlfpofition which is generally 
the effed; of folitude and ftudy. Bieg. JJtd. 

* ]3oiIeau was levere on Quinault, in the following verfe : 

Si je penfe exprimer un auteur fans defaut. 

La Raifon dit Virgilc, et la Rime Quinault. 

’MongH: authors I afk which is freeH: from fault ; 

’Tis Virgil, fays Realon ; fays Rhyme, Tis Quinault. 

However, this author acquired confiderable reputation, by his Come* 
dies and his Operas, See the articles of Quinault and of Lulli, in 
the Catalogue of Writers and of Muficians, prefixed to the Age of 
Louis Xl\^. Tranjlatcr. 

f His poem, De la Pucelle, was fo dull and tedious a performance, 
tl;at it gave occafion to the following farcafm : 

Ilia Capellani duduin expedata puella, 

Poll tanta in iucem tempora prodit anus. 

The maiden of Orleans, which Chapeiain begun. 

Became an old woman, before he had done. 

• 

This thought is not new: it was borrowed from a Latin Cfigram 
upon an ancient prolix poem, written on the fubjed of C.upid. The 
words 1 ha,Ve forgot, but the verfion of it runs thus : , 

Bavius in praife of Cupid's vouth began, 

But ere 'twas finiflfc], Cupid grows a man. Jhid, 

VoL. II. M a perfou 
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a peifon of great eruditonj and, what is more furpri- 
fing, had tafte, and was a judicious critic. But this dif- 
fers widely from genius. Scnfc and fcience ferve to di- 
reft an artiil, but do not form one in any branch. No- 
body in France had greater reputation in their time, than 
Ronfard and Ghapclain. The reafon was, that barba- 
rifm Hill fubfifted in the dtys of Ronfard, and the 
nation was hardly purged from it in thofe of Chapelain. 
Collar, fellow-ftudcnt of Balzac and Voicure, called 
Chapelain the firfl of epic poets. 

Buileau had no fliare in thcfe liberalities ; he had yet 
only written fuires’, and we kngw that in thefe he had 
attacked rhole very men of letters whom the Minifler 
had diftinguifhed. The King, however, diftinguiflied 
him, feme yea^s after, without confulting any one. 

'File pieferlts fent into foreign countries v/ere fo con- 
hderable, that Viviani built a houfe at Florence, out of 
the bounty of Louis XIV. and had this inferiprion 
placed, in gilt letters, on the front : a Deo dat^^ 

“ This houfe is the gift of God alluding to the fur- 
name of D 'leu dome the Given of God^ which the public 
voice had beftowed upon this Prince at his birth. 

One may eafily imagine the effeft which fo extraordi- 
nary a munificence muft have produced in Europe ; 
and if we refled upon all the memorable adions of the 
King foon after performed, the moft diffictilt and 
fevere rti nds ought to make allowances for the exceflive 
eulogiums fo prodigally lavifhed upon him. It was not 
the French alone who prailed him. There wcie twelve 
panegyrics on Louis XIV. pronounced in fo many dif- 
ferent towns of Italy ; an homage paid him neither thro’ 
fear or hope, and w Jiich were fent him by the Marquis 
Zampieri. 

He always cotinnued to lavifli his benefadions upon 
the arcs and feienecs. Particular gratidcations, to the 
amount ot four thoufmd louis-d’ors, to Racine; the 
fortune of Defpreaux, ol Qiiinaulr, and efpeciaily that 
of Lulli, and of all the artifts who devoted their labour 
to hm, arc fuflicient proofs of it. Fie even gave a 
choufand louis lo Benfcrade, for engraving the copper- 
I plates 
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plates of his Ovid’s Metamorphofes, tranflated in ran* 
deauic '*‘ ; a liberality ill placed, and proving only the ge- 
nerofity of the Sovereign. He feemed by this to recom- 
penfe in Benferade the fmall merit he had in his Ballets. 

Several writers have attri^)uted folely to Cplbert this 
prote 61 ;ion given to the arts, and this magnificence of 
Louis XIV. *, but he had no other merit in this matter, 
than that of feconding the fpirit of his mafter. I'his 
Minifter, who had a great genius for finances, com- 
merce, navigation, and the general police, poffefled not 
in his foul that tafte or that elevation of mind which the 
King was endowed with. He aftively promoted, indeed, 
but was incapable of infpiring him with what nature had 
already bellowed upon him +. 

One cannot imagine, after this, upon what foundation 
fome authors have imputed avarice to this Prince. A 
King ‘who poflefies an income diilind from the reve- 
••■'nues of theftate, may be covetous, as well as any other 
^ individual ; but a King of France, who in reality only 
diftributes the money of the fubjed, can be Icarcely ac- 
cufe-d of fiich a vice. He may be deficient in the at- 
tention or the will, to recompehfe *, but this is not what 
can be objeded to Louis XIV. 

P>en at the time when he began to encourage talents 
by fo many bounties, the ufe that the Count de BufTi 
made of his, was feverely punifhed. He was fent to the 
Bahille, in 1665. The Amours of the Gauls ^ was the 

• A rpecies of poetry, called alfo Roundelay, peculiar to the 
French, fo named becauie of its conllruftion, as each llauza repeats 
the hrll lines. The ftanzaor couplet, as it is called, confiih of thir- 
teen lines, eight in one rhime, and five in another. Thi.> work of 
Benferade was by much the word of his compofitions. Tranfiator, 
t ’I his feems to contradid fome former paffages in M Voltaire. 
Where h® is fpoken of among the Secretaries of M itc, this is the cha- 
racter there given Of him ; “ He inhy be considered as the founder of 
“ commerce and architefture, and the proiettor of all the arts.** 
And in the article of Herbelot, in the Catalogue of the Writers, are 
thefe words : “ He was invited back, (from Tufeany) and encouraged 
“ by ColBcrt, who was, indeeil, an unlverfal patron.'* Ibid, 

X Bufli Rabi^tm. • 

i A bbok or his fo called ; from which the hint of our Englifh Ata- 
lantis was taken. TnmjUtor. 

M a 
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pretence for his ini^prifonment i but the real caufe wag 
this fong, in which the King had been made too free 
with, and which was then revived to ruin Bufli, to 
whom it was imputed ; 

Que Deodatus eft heurcu^, 

De baifer ce bee amoureux, 

Qui d’une oreille a Tautre va ! See, 

What nedlar Deodatus ftps, 

AlIowM to tafte thofe amorous lips, 

Whofe charms extend from ear to car ! &c.—- • 

His works were not good en6ugh to compenfate tht 
evil they brought upon him. He ipoke his own lan- 
guage in irs purity, and had fome merit, but flill greater 
felf-lufficiency ; and he feldom exerted the former, but 
to create himfelf enemies. 

Louis XIV, would have afted generouOy, had he 
forgiven him: but he indulged his perfonal refentment;. 
while he appeared only to fatisfy the public one. The 
Count de BufTi was, however, fet at liberty, in about 
eighteen months ; but continued in difgrace the re- 
-mainder of his life, ever protefting in vain an affeftion 
for Louis XIV. which neither the King nor any body 
elfe believed to be finccre. 

m 

• M. Voltaire has not mentioned upon what occafion thefe line* 
were written, ^ranjlator^ 
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CHAP. xxvr. 

Continuation of the private Memoirs anSi Anecdotes* 

T O the glory, the pleafures, the grandeur, and the 
galantry, which occupied the firft years of his 
governmenr, I^uis XIV. was willing to join the fweets 
of friendfhip. But it is difficult for a King to make a 
proper choice. Of twm men, in whom he placed the 
greateft confidence, on6 balely deceived him, and the 
other abufed his favour. The firll was the Marquis de 
Vardcs, confidant of the King’s pafiion for Madame de 
la Valiere. It is well known that feme Court-intngues 
made him attempt the ruin of Madame de la Valiere, 
who from her fituation might perhaps have been an 
.o-bjefl: of envy, but from her charadler could not de- 
^ ferve enemies. It is alfo knovv^n that he had the hardi- 
nefs, in concert with the Count de Guiche, and the 
Conntefs of Soiflbns, to write to the Queen-Confort a 
forged letter, in the name of the King of Spain, her 
father. This letter acquainted the Qiieen with what 
fhc ought to have remained ignorant of, and which mufl: 
certainly difturb the peace of the Royal-family. To 
this perfidy he added the vile artifice of making the fuf- 
picions fall upon the mod worthy perfons of the Court, 
the Duke and Dutchefs of Navailles. Thefe 
two innocent perfons were facrificed to the re- * 
.fentment of the deluded monarch. The villainous pro- 
ceeding of de Vardes was difeovered too late-, and Vardes, 
criminal as he had been, was, however, Icarcely more 
puniflied than the innocent perfons he had accufed, who 
had been deprived of their pods, and obliged to retire 
from Court. • 

The ocher favourite was the Count, afterwards Duke, 
of Laufun*; fometimes the King’s rival in his. (lighter 
amours, fometimes his confidant; and fo well known 
fince by the marriage which he would l^ave contrafted, 

M3* tuo 
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too publickly, with Mademoifelle and which he af- 
terwards concluded privately, notwithftanding the pro- 
mife he had given to his mafter. 

The King, thus deceived in his choice, faid, that he 
had fought for friends, and found only deceivers. This 
unhappy knowledge of mankind, which is generally 
acquired too late, made him fay, alfo, “ Whenever I 
difpofe of a vacant poft, I make a hundred male-con- 
‘‘ tents, anti one ungrateful perfon.’’ 

Neither the ple.ifures, nor the embell fhnients of the 
royal palaces and of Paris, nor the attention to the 
police of the kingdom, v^cre difeontinued duiing the 
war of 1666. 

Tie King danced at his balls till the year 1670. 
He was then thirty-two years of age. 1 he Tragedy of 
Britannicus was performed before him at Sr. Germain*^, 
and he was ftruck with this paffage in it: 

Pour nieiite premier, pour vertu finguliere, 

II excelle a trainer un char dans la carricre, 

* M. de Mortpenfier. M. Voltaiie does not here evplain what i? 
meant by the exp efiiun of too publickly \ but I fliull fnpply the defi- 
ciency by a quotation from an ingeniou'^ work, and of undoubted au- 
thority, written by the niece of M. Maintenon, who lived within the 
verge of the Court, and was converfant with evciy perfon, chara(5fer, 
and clrcumllance of the era here treated of. Hei words tranflated 
are thefe : 

“ Monbeur de I.aiizun, not fatlsficd with merely efpoufing Made- 
“ moifcllc, would have his marriage celebrated with all the magni- 
“ licence and parade of two crowned heads; and by the long and 
vam preparat:ons that were making for it, he afforded ume to Mon* 
fieur to work hi." point, and prevail on the King to revoke his con- 
* fent, which hud been already given to the match.” 

Les Sou^venirs de Madame de Caylus. . 

' The work here cited is one of the moll entertaining and ingenious 
pieces that has been publifhed upon the amufing fuhjeds of thofe 
times. It is moie authent c, fhews more of the interior of the Court 
of Louis XIV contains a greater number and variety of ‘characters, 
mofl admirably diflingViilhed and defenbed, is fuller of incidents, and 
has more the air of the no^vellette, than any of them. I’he whole of 
thefe Recollections as Madame de Caylus terms them, is told in fo 
lively and piClurcfque a ftile and manner, that things are pot related, 
but reprefented. A juft and fpirited tranflation of this work may bt^ 
had at the Piiblifhers of the prefent work. 7ranJlaior^ 1 
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A difputer dcs prix indignes de fes ma’ns 
A fe donner lui-meme tn fpeftacle aux Remains, 

His chiefeft excellence, his merit rare, 

Js but to drive and guide th’ Olympic car 5 
To win a prize unworthy of his hands, 

A fpei^acle to public view he fiands. 

From that moment he never danced any more in public *, 
and thus the Poet reformed the Prince. 

His connexion with the Dutchefs de la Valiere ftill 
fubfifted, notwithftanding his frequent infidelities to her. 
Thefe amours coft him but little pains. He feldom 
met with any women who refufed him, and returned 
always again to her, Who by the mildnef^ and the good* 
nefs of her charader, by a fincere paflion, and even from 
the attachment of habit, had captivated his atFcdVions 
without the aid of artifice. 

. But from the year 1669, flie perceived that Madame 
de Montefpam was gaining the afeendant. She luftered 
under this dilcovery with her ufual mildnefs; (he fup* 
ported the mortification of be*ng a long time witnels of 
the triumph of her rival ; and without Icarce uttering a 
complaint, thought herfelf even )et happy in her mif- 
fortune, in being (till refpeefeed by the King, whom flie 
ever loved, and in feeing him, even without being 
beloved. 

At length, in 1675, Ihe embraced the refource of 
tender fouls, which are only to be fubdued by ftrong 
fentiments. She thought that God alone ihouid lucceed 
in her heart to her lover* and her penitence was foon as 
celebrated as her pafTion. She became a Carmelite at 
Paris, and perfevered in that Order. To cover herfelf 
with a hair-fhife, to walk barefoot, to fafl rigidly, and 
to fing among the choirs at night, in a tongue unknown ; 
all this deterred not the delicacy ot a woman accuflomed 
to fo mbeh fplendor, luxury, and plealure. She lived 
under thefe auflerities from 1675 to I710, by the Ample 
name of Sijler Lotnfa of the Order of Mercy, 

A Kipg who fhojld have puniflied even a guilty wo- 
man thus, would be a tyrant-, and yet thus have many 
women puniflied themfclves, for having loved. There 
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are fcarcely any examples of Statefmen who have con- 
demned themfelves to fo much rigour. Yet the guilt of 
Minillcrs feems to require greater expiation, than the 
frailty of lovers. But fpiritual diredors have feldom 
a dominion over any but the weak. 

It is known, that when Sifter Louifa of the Order of 
Mercy was "made acquainted 'with the death of the 
Duke of Vermandois, her fon by the King, (he laid, 

I ouqht to lament his birch ftiil more than his death"^.’* 
She had one daughter remaining, who, of all the children 
of the King, bore him the greateft refemblance. She was 
married to the Prince Armand (^t Conti, coufin to the 
* Great Condef. 

In the mean time, the Marchionefs dc Montcfpan 
enjoyed her fituation, with a fplendor and a fway which 
could only be equalled by the modefty of La Valiere. 

* This unhappy Si/Ier of the Order of Meny^ deferved furely to b? 
the daughter of it, alfo. La Valiere was one of the moil amiable 
charadters of human frailty. Her motive was love, not ambition'; 
herohjedt not the monarch, but the man. When the King quitted her, 
fhe did not, like other forfaken miftreffes, throw out lures for a fuc- 
ce/Tor. Her ^vorld *wat dead, and (he became dead to the world her- 
felf. To el-eem and pity her as mttch as her merits and fulFerings 
deferved, one mull leacl the charadler and account given of her in 
Les Souvenirs, quoted in my laft note. Jt will be there feen how much 
greater mortifications /he fuflained, for fome years before /lie took the 
veil, than /lie did even under the di/'cipline of it. 

Monafleries are comfortable a/ylums to contrite finners, who have 
z faith m fuch purgations ; it removes them from the paths of tempt- 
ation, and gives peace to their minds, by amufing their hopes ; and 
though the dodlrine of corporal atonements be a blafphemy, in the 
priefts who preach it, the folly of the belief is no crime, in the pe- 
nitent that pradtifes it. 

La Valiere bore her au/leritics for five-and thirty years ! What 
pity /he furvived her fequeftration fo long ! Trarjlator, 

t Madame dc CayJus gives the following defeription of her. 
** She was as handfome as Madame de Fontanges, as agreeable ai 
her mother, with the height almo/1, and princely air of her fa- 
ther, and in whofe prefence the moil beautiful and acebmpli/hed 
perfons might have pa/Ted unnoticed. It is not lurprifing, then, 
that the fame of her beauty flhould have reached even to the ears of 
** the Great Mogul, to whom her portrait was a^liially carped.’* 

Jt is a wonder that Louis did not fend him the original,* in order 
to make fo fuperb au alliance ; efpecially as it was before Kouli- 
Khan had plundered him of all his treafures. This vyould h;ive bcea 
a better eonnedion than the King of Siam, //t'd^ 
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While Madame de la Valiere and Madame de Mon. 
f tefpan were yet difputing the firft place in the King’s 
affedions, all the Court was engaged in amours. Even 
Louvois himfelf became fenfible. Among the many 
mift efles of this Miniftcr, whofe harfli charader feemcd 
fo little formed for love, was Madame du Frefnoy, wife 
to one of his clerk?, in whofe favour he afterwards by 
his intcreft had a new poll created about the Queen’s 
perfon ; fhe was made Lady of the Bedchamber, and 
had the granil entrees *. The King, by thus indulging 
the inclinations of his Minifters, thought to juftify his 
own, . 

It is a great indance of the power of prejudice and 
of cuftom, that it was permitted to all mirried women 
to have galants, while it was not allowed to the grand- 
daughter of Henry IV. to have even a hulband. Ma- 
denloilelle, after having refufed fo many Sovereigns, and 
after having conceived hopes of marrying Louis XIV. 
Was, at the age of forty-three, refolved to make the 
fortune of a private gentleman. She obtained permif- 
fton t to efpoufe Peguilin, of the Caumont family. 
Count de Laufun, thelaft who was Captain of the Com- 
pany of the Hundred Gentlemen-penfioners, wliich fub- 
fifted no longer, and the firft for whom the King had 
created the Pod of Colonel-General of Dragoons There 
were a hundred examples of Princefles who had married 
private gentlemen: the Roman Emperors gave their 
daughters to Senators : the daughters of the potentates 
of Afia, more powerful and more defpotic than a King 
of France, never qiarry any but the (laves of their 


• Free admiflion, at all times, to the prefence, in public or pri- 
vate, is fo called, Tratflator, 

t Np heirtjfs in France can niarry without licence from the King’. 
It was formerly fo in England. Ihid. • 

f I do not fee the force of this argument. In Rome there were no 
titles, except the temporary ones derived from the offices of the State, 
as Conful, Tribune, Praetor, &c. The higheft of the, reft of the Com- 
monwealth were but private gentlemen, whether Patricians or Ple- 
beians ; and as to the Afiatic Priheeffes, I know of nQ authority to 
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Mademoifelle fettled all her fortune, eftimated at twen- 
ty millions, upon theCount de Laufun four Dutchies,- 
the fovereignty of Dombes, the County of Eu, 
and the palace of Orleans, which was called th;; 
Luxemburg. She referved nothing to herfclf, fieri- 
ficing every thing to the fond idea of rendering the per- 
fon fhe loved, richer than any King had ever made a 
fubje(5:. The contraft was prepared. Laufun was Duke 
of Montpenfier for a day. Nothing was wanting but 
the fignature. Every thing was ready, when the King, 
aflailed by the rcprelcntations of the Princes, the M r.i- 
Itry, and the enemies of a man thought too happy, rc- 
tradled his promife, and forbad the union. 

He had written to the foreign Conns, announcing 
this marriage ; he now wrote again to advertife its being 
broken off. He had been blamed for having confented 
to it, and was cenfured for having forbidden it. 

He was grieved at rendering Mademoifelle unhappy ; 
but this very Prince, who was fo afflidted at breaking his 
word to her, caufed Laufun, in the year 1670, to be 
fliut up in the Caftie of Pignerol, for having privately 
man ied that Princeis, whom he had, fome months be- 
fore, confenicd he fhould publickly tfpoufe. Ele was 
confined there exadlly tf n years* 

There are many nations where the Sovereigns do not 
poffcfs fuch a power ; and thole who have, are molt 
efteemed if they ufe it not. The fubjefl who cfFencis 
not againft the laws of equity, fhould he be pumfhtd io 
feverely by the Reprefentative of the State ? Is there not 
a great diftcrc ace betw^een difpleafmg and betraying one’s 
Sovereign ? Ought a King to treat a j):rjon more ieverc^ ■ 
jy than the laws would do r 

Thofewho have written that Madame de MontcTpan, 
after having put a flop to this marriage, irritated againlt 
the Count de Laufun for the warm reproache's he threw 
out aga nfe lief, exafted this levenge of Louis XIV. 
have dune mud] more injuftice to that Monarch *. It 
. would 

^ This itnputntion, y/hich we m^etwkh in fo many hlftorians, 
rives its origin from the ^e?raijiana\ or a pofthumous collection ot 
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would have been both a tyranny and a meannefs of foul, 
to have facrificed to the refentment of a woman, a brave 
man, and a favourite, who, though deprived by him of 
an immenfe fortune, had committed no other fault than 
the complaining too freely of Madame de Montefpan. 

Thefe reflexions ftiould be excufed. The rights of 
humanity force them from me. But, at the fame time, 
equity requires, that as Louis XIV. had not in all his 
reign comthitted any aXion of that nature, he fhould 
not be acculed of fo cruel an aX of injuftice. It was 
full enough to have puniflied with fuch feverity a clan- 
deftine marriage, an innocent union, which he would 
have done better to have taken no notice of. To with- 
draw his favour was but juft •, a prifon was too fevere. 

Thofe who doubt the certainty of this private marriage, 
need only attentively perufe the memo’rs of Mademoi- 
fclle, d hefe memoirs let us into a iecret that ftie does 
not tell. We there fee that this very Princefs, who 
■complains lb bitterly to the King when her marriage 
was forbidden, dared not complain of her hufband’s 
imprifonment. She confefTcs that file was thought to 
have been married •, but does not fay that Ihe was not.— 
In fine, if only this expreflion be attended to, ‘‘ I nei- 
‘‘ ther can, nor ought to change my affeddons for him,” 
this alone would be decifive. 

Laulun and Fouquet were aftonifhed at meeting to- 
gether in the fame prifon ; but particularly Fouquet, 
who in his glory and power had feen Peguiiin at a dif- 
tance, in the croud, like a private perfon of no fortune 
from one of the Provinces, thought him mad when he 
‘•related to him that he had been a favourite with the 
Kiiig, and that he had obtained leave to marry the 
grand-daughter of Henry IV. with all the wealth and 
titles of the Houfe of Montpenfier. 

Alter having languifhed ten years iq prifon, he was 
at length fet at liberty; but not till after Madame dc 

fomc converljtlon'5 of M. Segrals, moil of which are forgfed. It 
full of contradidion ; and every one knows how little thefe are 
yvorthy of credit. VoHmru 
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Montefpan hnd prevailed upon Mademoifelle to beftow 
the fovereigncy of Dombes and the Country of Eu 
upon the Duke of Maine then an infant, who pok 
• felfed them after the death of that Princefs. She did 
not make this fettlemcnr, but in the hope that Monfieur 
de Laufim would be acknowleged as her hufband : but 
file deceived herfelf ; the King only permitted her to 
beftow on her concealed and unfortunate confort the 
eftates of St. Fargeau and of Thiers, with fomc other 
confiderable revenues, which however Laufun dkl not 
find fufficient. She was reduced to the nec^flity of bein'^ 
fecretly his wife, and of being therefore the worfc iill d 
in public. Unhappy at Court, * unhappy at home, the 
common effed of ftrong paffions, flje died in 1693 

As 

• Her fon by the Kin^. M. Voltaire, a few paragraphs before, 
enters into a juHification of the King, upon th^ imprilbnmcnt of 
3VI. Laufun. He there talks highly of “ the rights of luimaniry,” 
of “ equity,” &:c. But he is Iiere quite filent upon the conditions 
of his releafe. ^ he rights rf humanity^ or of equityt would have found- 
ed but dl, in this place. Tra jlator, 

t There is punted at the end of her Memoifs, a hiHory of the 
loves of Mademoifelle and Monfieur Laufun, It was written by 
fome \'a!et-ilc-Cha.Tabre. It contain'' alfo fome venes which die of a 
piece with the hifl^ry, and with all thofe iiiipei tiuences which tlie 
flolland Eoolvfellers feeni la have a preferiptive right to impofe up- 
on the wcr]>!. 

We Hiould place in the fame clafs the greate*! part of the florics 
rybich are to be found in the Memoirs of Madame de Main tenon, 
written hv the liefore-meritioncd La Bcaiimclle. It is there faid, tha^ 
in the year itSi, one of the Minifters of the Duke of I,orraiti came 
difguiled like a mendicant, and prefented himlelf in a Oiuich to 
Mademc]f_;c, Eiev^ed her a *prnycr-bo(>k, upon wluch was writ- 
ten, From the jtukt of Lon am, and that afterwards he prevailed on 
her fo declaic tnc Duke her heir V-,)] H. page 204. 

fdblc 15 taken from the Itory of Queen Clotilda, whether true 
or falie. Macenioifelk <locs nut m-enti'on it in her Memoirs, where 
ihe does net omit more trifling circumliances. The Duke of Lor- 
raiu had no hut of prett nlion'' to the fucceflion of Madcmfiifelle ; and 
befidcs fl.e had, in th% year lOy*;, laade the Duke of Maine and the 
Count of rouioefe her heirs. 

d’he author of thcfc miferable Memoirs fays, ?oy, that tl;n 

Duke de Laiufun, at his leturn, found in Mademoifelle 4 

Jlamtii 

[a) Behold another Illuflrious ijflegitlmaie impofed upiio this p«wr ijinlhappy *0'^ 
abu'id wornan\ ,irf<jpiion ! Wit, tbi: ig'ec'iblp to the .Jhu momtyi ox of ejustyit 

ptis ! 
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As for the Count de Laufun, he afterwards went to 
England, in 1619*, and being deitined to extraordinary 
events, conduced to France the Qiieen of James IL 
with her fon, then in the cradle. He was created a Duke; 
commanded in Ireland, with but little fuccefs ; and re- 
turned more diftinguilhed on account of his adventures, 
than from any perfonal meric. We have feen him die 
very old, and forgotten ; which is common to all thofe 
to whom only great incidents have happened, without 
their having performed any thing great, themf lves. 

In the mean time, Madame de Montefpan had attained 
the fumniit of power from the commencement of the 
tfanfaidiions juft mentioned. 

Athenais de Mortemar, wife to the Marquis de Mon- 
tefpan, her elder filter the Marchionefs de Tniangc, and 
her younger one, for whom flic obtained the Abbey of 
Fontevrault, were the mod beautiful women oi their 
time; and all three added to this advaritagc a certain 
agreeable peculiarity of wit. Their brother, the Duke 
of Vivonne, and Marflial of France, was alfo one of the 
moll diftinguiflied men at Court, for tafte and learning. 
It was to him that the King faid, once, What is the 
‘‘ benefit of reading * The Duke of Vivonne, who 
was plump, and frefli-coloured, replied, Reading, S:r, 
‘‘ has a like efieft upo!i the mind, wkh w.iac your 
‘‘ Majelly’s partridges have upon rry cheeks.” 

Thefe four perlons charmed univerfally, from a fm- 
gular turn ot converfation, blend', d with humour, 
miVcief, and refinement, which was caiic.. the ftilc of 
.th- Mortemars. They all wrote, likewife, with re. nark- 
able eafe and grace. One may judge from this how ri- 
diculous the Itory is which I have heard again revived, 
that Madame de Montefpan was obliged to get Madame 
• 

filmed ^njith an impure paJfiQr., She was hb wife, •and he avowed it. 
It is difficult to write greater falfeii'iodo, in a moie indecent IL.le, 
this worli contains. Voltaire. 

• * A llrangetjucihon for aKing— forany body — to afe ! T'»iu:Jlutor, 
t I have left this word in its own language, b : Mr. Hui.ie 

fay.s it is one much wanted in Enghfli, which has no fynonimaequally 

fj^pieffive. Uid, 


Scar- 
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Scarron to write her letters to the King *, and that froa> . 
thence (he became her rival, and a fuccefsful one. 

Madame Scarron, afterwards Madame de Maintenon, 
pofleffed, indeed, more knowledge acquired by reading; 
her converfation alfo was fofter, and, more infinuatirn^ 
There are fome letters of her’s, in which art embellifl'ics 
nature^ and the ftile of which is pcYfe^Ily elegant. But 
* Madame de Montefpan had no occafion to borrow any 
other perfon’s talents ; and Ihe had been a long time a 
favourite, before Madame Scarron had been prefented 
to her. 

T he triumph of Madame de Montefpan fhone forth 
on the journey which the King made into Flanders, in 
1670. Tlie ruin of the Dutch was concerted on this 
progrefs, in the midfl. of plcafures. It was one conti- 
nued feafl:, attended with the moil; magnificent accom* 
modations. 

The King, who made all his warlike expeditions on 
horfe - back, performed this, for the firfc time, in a 
glafs coach. Po(l-chaifcs were not yet invented. The 
Queen, Madame her fifter-in-law, and t!:e Marchionels 
de Montefpan, rode in this magnificent equipage, which 
was followed by many others ; and when Madame de 
Montefpan v/ent alone, flie had four of the King's life- 
guards to attend her carriage. "I'he Dauphin followed 
alter, with his fuite, and Mademoifelle with her’s. This 
was before the fatal ah'air of her marriage ; when fte 
partook in peace of all thefc procefiions, and faw with 
complacency her lover a favourite with the King, riding' 
at the head of his company of guards. 

The finefl furniture of the Crown was carried into 
the villages where the Court lay. In every town they 
pafled through, there was a mafked, or a drelfed ball, 
or fite-works. All the houfhold-troops attended the 
King, and all his domefiics preceded or followed him. 
The tables were firved as at St. Germain’s. The Court 
vifiied in this fplendor all the conquered towns. Ihe 
pn ncipal ladies of Brnflels, and Ghent came to view 
this magnificence. Tlie King invited them to his table, 
anci made them prefents in the molt g-dant manner. Afi 
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. the Officers of the troops in garrifon received gratuities. 
(' It frequently coil him fifteen hundred louis d’ors a*day 
j in liberalities. 

All the honours, all the homages, were defigned for 
Madame de Montefpan, except what duty paid to the 
Oj^ieen. However, this lady was not let into the fecret 
of the expedition. The King knew how todiftinguifli 
between the bufinefs of his State, and the folace of his 
pleafiires. 

Madame, folcly entrufted with the un’on of the two 
Kings * and the deftruftion of Holland, embarked ac 
Dunkirk on board the fleet of the King of England, 
Charles II. her brother, with a party from the Court of 
France. She carried with her Maden^oifelle de Keroual, 
afterwards Dutchel^ of Portfmouth, whofe beauty equal- 
led that of Madame de Montefp in. She was afterwards 
in England, what Madame de Montefpan wa^ in France, 
but with more power. King Charles was governed by 
her to the laft moment of his life; and though often 
unfaithful to her, ilie ftill prclerved her fway. No 
wonun ever retained her beauty longer. I have feen her, 
at the age of near feventy, with a figure noble and en- 
gaging, which years had not been able to efface. 

Madame went to meet her brother at Canterbury, 
and returned with the glory of fuccefs. She was rejo cing 
ui it, when a fudden and painful diforder carried her 
ofi, at the age of twenty- fix. The Court was 
ftruck with a grief and confternation which was 
augmented by the manner cf her death. This 
J'rincels was thought to have been poifoned. Montaf^ue, 
the Fnglifh Ambaffidor, was convinced of it ; the 
Court made no doubt of it, and all Europe believed it. 
One of the ancient domeftics of her hnlband’s hou'hold, 
told me tho name of the perfon who, according to his 
opinion, had adminillered the poii'on.* ‘‘ This man, 
laid he, wliofe circumftances were but mean, retired, 
immediat,ely after, into Normandy, , where h^j pur- 
chaled ail eftate, upon which he lived a lono- time in 


Louis XIV. and Charles II. 


opulence. 
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opulence. This poifon, added he, was the powder 
“ of a diamond ftrewed, inftead of fngar, over fome 
ftrawberries.” The Court and the City had conceived 
an opinion that Madame had been poifoned in a glafs of 
fuccory-water, after which rtie fuftained horrible pains, 
and foon felt the convulfions of death 
But the malignity of human nature and a fondnefs 
for the marvellous, were the fole'caufes of this general 
perfuafion. There could have been no poifon in the 
glafs of water, fince Madame la Fayette and another 
peribn drank off the reft of it, without being fen- 
fible of the leaft ill efFcft; and the powder of dia- 
monds has no more venom in it than the powder of 
coral f. The Princefs had been a long time aftefted 
with an abfeefs formed in her liver. She was in a bad 
ftate of health, and had lately been brought- to-bed of a 
child quite putrified. Her hulband, though much fuf 
pedted all over Europe, was never, either before or 
iince this event, accufed of any adion that could injure 
his charafter ; and there are few culpables who have 
been guilty but of one crime. Human nature would be 
too unhappy, if it were as common to commit atrocious 
adions, as it is to fufped them. 

It was imagined that the Chevalier de Lorrain, a fa- 
vourite of Monfieur’s, in order to revenge himfelffor 
an exile and imprifonment which his blameablc conduft 
towards Madame had brought upon him, had perpetra- 
ted this horrible adion J. But it was not confidercd 
that the Chevalier de Lorrain was at that time in Rome, 
and that it had been a difficult thing for a Knight ot 

• See the hlflory of Henrietta of England, by the Countefs de la 
Fayette, page 17 1. hditionof 1742. Voltaire. 

f Fragnicnts of diamonds and of glafd might, by their point?, 
pierce the coats of the inteftines, and tear them ; but then it would 
be difficult to fwifilow them, and one would foon be aw are of the 
danger, from the excoriation of the palate and the throat, 'i he im- 
palpable powder cannot do any hurt, but would be rather a medicine, 
like thc’filii.gs of Heel. The phyficians who have adddd the diamond 
to the claF of poifons, fhould have diftinguifhed the impalpable pow- 
der from the groffer particles of it.* Ibid* 

J Thii will be foon explained. 


Malti. 
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Malta, twenty years old^ who was at Rome, to compafs 
tile death of a great Princefs at Paris. 

It is but too true, that a wcaknefs and indifcretion of 
the Vifcount Turenne, was what gave rile to all thofe 
odious rumours, which people are Hill fond of reviving. 
At the age of fixty he became the lover and the dupe of 
Madame de Coatqucn, as he had been formerly of Ma- 
dame de Longueville. He revealed to that Lady the 
fecrct of ftate * which had been concealed from the 
King’s brother. Madame de Coatqucn, who had an 
amour with the Chevalier de Lorrain, told it to him, 
and he informed Monfu^ur of it. This involved the do- 
meftic peace of the Prince in the horrid difeord of re- 
proaches and jcaloufies. Thefe troubles commenced be- 
fore the journey of Madame. The bitternefs was aug- 
mented at her return. The refentments of Monficur, 
and the quarrels of his favourites with the friends of 
Madame, filled the family with trouble and confufion. 

The Princefs, a little time before her death, in a ten- 
der and plaintive manner, reproached the Marchionefs 
(if" Coatqucn, for the misfortunes Ihe had brought upon 
her. That lady, on her knees, by the beddide, and 
Itathing her hands with tears, anlwercd only by thde 
lines from JVencrjlaus : 

I’ali'i’s— j’a:u<= — ramour a fur mol tant d’empire. 

je Jii’cgaic, Madame, et ne puis que voui> dire ! 

I went — T war — Love’s empire is too llrong. 

My waad’nng mmJ cauno: dircft my tongue ! 

The Chevalier de Lorrain, author of thofe difien- 
tions, was at firH font by the King to Pierre-en-Cde ; the 
Count de Marfcin of tl.e Houle of Lorrain, and the 
Maiquis,* afterwards Marfhal, Villeroy, were fent into 
exile. In fine, the natural death of th<s unhappy Prin- 
cels was liipj^oled to have been the guilty confequeace 
ot thefe djlturbances. 


The purpofe of CvTsidamc’s vific to England# 

VoL. II. ■ N .What 
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What ftrengthened the public opinion about the poi- 
fon, was, that juft at that time this crime had become 
known in France. This revenge of cowards was not 
praftifed amidft all the horrors of the civil war. I'his 
crime, by a fingular fatality, infeded France in the era 
of her glory, and of pleafures which naturally foften the 
manners of mankind ; jr-ft as it obtained in ancient 
Rome, during the moft fhining period of that Republic- 

Two Italians, one of whom was named Exili, labour- 
ed a long time with a German apothecary, v/hofe name 
was Glaler, in difeovering w'hat is called the Philofophcr's 
Ztone. The two Italians having* wafted their fubftance 
in this purfuit, refolvcd by a crime to repair the mib 
chief of their folly ; and accordingly fold poifons clan- 
deftincly. ConfelTion, thegreateft reftraint upon human 
depravity, but wiiich is often abided by men’s ventu- 
ring to commit crimes in the belief of expiating them : 
confeftion, 1 fay, difeovered to the Great Penitentiary of 
Paris, that fome perfons had died of poifon. He in- 
formed Government cf this ; and the two Italians being 
fufpe^led, were fent to the Baftillc, where one of them 
died. Exili remained there without being convi6ted; 
and from the midft of a prifon, fpread through l\aris 
thofe fatal fccrets which coft the Lieutenant of the Po- 
lice d’Aubray, and his family, their lives •, and which 
,at length gave occafion to the ereding the Court of Poi- 
ibns, wdiich was called ha Chamhre Ardenie^ the Bur'ii- 
ing-Court. 

Love was the original fource of thefc horrible events. 
The Marquis de Brinvilliers, fon-in-law to the Civil 
Lieutenant d^Aubray, took Sr. Croix a Captain in 
his regiment, a handfome man, to live in his houle. 
His wife was candid enough to warn him of the conic - 
quences ; but the hufband was obftinate in keijping this 
young man ftill “to aftbeiate with her, who was young-, 
beautiful, and fenfible. What might have been ex* 
peded happened accordingly : They had an amour. 

* Thchillory of Loulb XIV. under ‘the name of La Martinicre, calb 
Mm the Abbe de la Croix. This work, which is faulty throughout, 
€Oufjuads names, d^ites, and c\cnts, ydtau-e, 

2 The 
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The Lieutenant of the Police, father of the Marchio- 
nefs, was fevere and imprudent enough to folicit a lettre- 
de-cachet to fend the Captain to the Baftille, whom he 
need only have got ordered to join his regiment. St. 
Croix was unhappily confined in the fame apartment 
with Exili. This Italian taught him how to take re- 
venge. The confequences, which are enough to make 
one fliudder, are fufficiently known. 

The Marchionefs made no attempt on the life of her 
luift)and, who fhewed fome indulgence to a frailty of 
which he had been himfelf the caufe *, but in the fury of 
her vengeance Ihe polfoned her father, her filler, and 
two brothers. In the midil of fuch great crimes?, flic had 
Hill preferved a fenfe of religion. She went frequently 
to confelllon •, and even when flie was ar relied at Liege, 
a general confellion, written with her own hand, was 
found about her ; which, howwer, was not made ufe of 
as a proof, but only as a prefumption, againll her. 

It is not true, that flie had tried the tfilcacy of her 
powders in the hofpirals, as was commonly faid, and as ' 
has been inferred in Lcs Caufes Cclehcs^'-lh: Cdeh cited 
Caufes^ the work of a lawyer without bufinefs, and writ- 
ten to captivate the ignorant. But it is true that flie had, 
as well as St, Cioix, private connctd:ions with perfons 
accufed fince of the lame crimes. She was burnt in 1679, 
having firll her head cut olF. 

But from 1670, when Exili had begun to compofe his 
poifons, to 1680, Paris was infefted with this crime, 
it cannot be denied that Penautier, the Receiver-Gene- 
ral for the Clergy, and a friend ot this woman, was ac- 
cufed, fome time afte;r, of having made ufe of thefe fe- 
crets, and that it cod him half his foitune to have the 
profccution fupprefied. 

La Vaifin, La Vigoureux, a pried named Le Sage, 
and others, dealt in the fecrets of Exili, on pretence of 
amufing curious and weak minds with the fight of ap- 
paritions. The crime was fuppofed to be more gene- 
ral, than it really was. The Burmng-Co'<rt was eilab- 
diflied at the arfenal near the Ballille, in 1680. Pci Ions 
of the firft rank were cited before it : among others, two 
N 2 nieces 
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nieces of Cardinal Mazarin, the Dutchefs of Bouillon*, 
and the Counteis of Soidbns, mother to Prince Eugene. 

The Dutchefs of Bouillon was only fummoned to ap. 
pear, and had no chirge brought againli: her, except that 
of a ridiculous piece of curiofity, very common in thofe 
tunes, but which the laws take no cognizance of. The 
ancient cullom of conliiltiiig fortune- tcdlcrs, getting 
one’s horofeope drawn, and ih*.' procuring philtres to 
one’s felfto be beloved, fuijfdled ftill among the 
common people, and even among thofe of the higheil 
ranks in the Kingdom. 

We have already taken notice, that at the birth of 
Louis XIV. an Ab-rologer, r imed Morin, had been in- 
tioduced into the ^ ery chamh< r of the Qiicen-Mother, 
in order to call: li.c nativity ut the heir to the crown. 
W^e have known even the Diii;e of Orleans, Regent of 
the Kingdom, credulous of this fupcrllition which had 
feduced all antiquity ; and all the philofophy of the fa- 
mous Count of iioalainvilliers could never rid him of 
this chimera. 

It was excufable enough in the Dutchefs of Bouillon, 
and in all women who had the fanac weaknefTes, The 
prieft Lc Sage, La Voifin, and La Vigoureux, had 
made a revenue of the curiofity of the ignorant, who 
were very numerous. They foretold the future, and 
raifed the Devil. If they had Hopped there, it had been 
only a ridiculous piece of bufmefs, both in them ami 
in the Burning Court. 

La Reynic, one of the Prefidents of this Court, was 
fo abfurd as to afle the Dutchefs ot Bouillon if flie had 
feen the Devil ? I fee him, this moment,” (he replied: 

he is very ugly and very deformed, and fits tinder the 

difguife of a Counfellor of State.” The interrogatory 
was preffed no further. 

• The hiftojy of Reboulct fays, that ** the Dutchefs of Bouillon 
** was ordered into cuftody, and that flie appeared before her Judges 
“ attended by fo many friendt, that Ihe could have nothing to fear, 

** even though Ihe had been guilty.’^ 

All this is falfc ; there was no arreft ordered againll: her, and*t 
that time no friends could have fereened her from julLce. i^eltaire. 

Q Tb^ 
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The affair of the Countcfs of Soifibns and of Marflial 
Luxemburg was a more ferious matter. 1 .t Sage. La 
Voifin, La Vigourcux, and other accomplices, were 
thrown into pi'ifon, being accuic J ci having vended a 
certain poifon, which they dcnoniiaated the po'ivder of 
fuccejjion and they informed ainft all tholl* who had 
been to confult them. The Lountefs of Soiffons was 
one of the number. The King had the conJefcenfioa 
to fay to this Princefs, that if fhe knew herklf guilty, 
he would advife her to i>.tire. She replied that Ihe was 
perfectly innocent, butfhould not chufc to i\t evamined 
before a Court of juftice. S!ie then went off to BruffL, 
where flic died, towards the end of the year 1708 ; 

Prince Eugene, her fon, revenged her by fo many 
viflories, and triumphed over Louis XIV*. 

Francis Henry de Boutevillc, Duke and Peer ajid 
Marfhal of France, who united the great name of Mont- 
morency to that of the Imperial Houfe of Luxemburg, 
already celebrated in Europe by tlie aftions of a great 
General, was arraigned in the Bimmig-Court, One of 
his fecretarics, named Bonard, wanting to recover fome 
papers of confcquence which he had loft, applied tQ the 
prieft Le Sage to help him to retrieve them. Le Sage 
began firft by requiring him to confefs himfelf, and then 
dcfired that he would go, nine days fncceffivcly, to three 
different churches, and there repeat three pfiilms. 

But, notwithftanding this confellion andthefe pfalms, 
the papers were not found. They were in the poffeffion 
ot a young woman whofe name was Dupin, Bonard, 
under the infpeftion of Le Sage, made, in the rkuiic“ of 
Marflial Luxemburg, a kind of iffcantation, hv which 
La Dijpin was to be rendered impotent, if ihc did not 
deliver up the papers. We arc left quite iii tne dark 
here witj! regard to what is meant by the ihffoi^nce of a 

» 

• This furely is a nioft invidious aiul unjuft What was 

thetcin this circumftance to pri)mj[)t rcven;,^e ? Tl. ■ in given to the 
Uountefs of SoijQbns was certainly friendly, and iliouk ’^ave been 
confidcred as an extraordinary and favourable ceadefct* nhon in the 
^^eeutive power. '1 he King could not relax the finews of the laws, 
lie did beucr, by cautioning her to elude their graip. Tranjluor, 

N 3 
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woman. Diipin returned no papers, and had as many 
galanrs as before. 

Bonnrci in defpair got another plenary power from 
the Mariliali and between the writing and the fignatnre 
he found two lines in a different hand, in which the 
Marihal devoted himfelf to the Devil. 

Le Sage, Bonaid, La Voilin, La Vigoureux, and 
above forty acculcd perfons were llnit up in the Baftillc. 
Le Sage depokd, that the Marflial had applied to the 
Devil and to him, to have Dupin put to death for not 
having furrendeied the papers; and Iiis accomplices 
added, that they had alfairmated* Dupin by his order, 
that they had cut her into quarters, and thrown them 
into the river. 

Thefe charges were full as improbable as abominable. 
The Marfhal Ihould have made his ap[H'al to the Couit 
of Peers, and the Parliament and the Peers lliould have 
challenged the right of trying him; but they did not 
move in it, and the Marflial furrendcred himfelf volun- 
tarily to the Baftille ; an aftion which proved his inno- 
cence of this pretended afla/rmation. 

The Secretary of State, Louvois, who loved him not, 
had him fhut up in a fort of dungeon, only fix feet 
and a half long, where he fell very ilb He was inter- 
rogated the Lcond day, and w^as then left five intire 
weeks without any further procefs ; a cruel injufticc 
againfl any private perfon, but flili more unpaidonabie 
againft a Peer of the realm. He wanted to write to 
the Marquis de Louvois to complain of the treatment, 
but he was not pernvtted to do fo. He was at length 
interrogated again, and was aflced, whether he had not 
given fome bottles of poiloned v^ine in order to dcflroy 
the brother of La Dupin, aud a girl he kept ? 

It muft have appeared extremely abfurd to fuppofe 
that a Marllial oPf ranee, who had been at the head of 
armies, Ihould compafs the poifoning of an unhappy 
citizen awd his miftreiis, without being able to gain any 
manner of advantage to himfelf from fo enormous a 
crime 

At 

* Nothirc', indeed, could be fo abfurd as the charge, except 

M, Vob 
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At length they confronted him' with Le Sage, and 
another prieft named D’Avaux, with whom he was ac- 
culed for having combined to dellroy feveral other pcr- 
Ibns. 

His whole misfortune had arifen from his having 
once only conferred with Le Sage, and alked him for 
fomc horolcopes. 

Anmng the horrible charges upon which this profe- 
cution was founded, Le Sage affirmed, that the Duke 
of Luxemburg had entered into a compaft with the De- 
vil, to bring about a marriage between his fon and the 
daughter of the Marqujs de Louvois. The accufed re- 
plied, When Matthew de Montmorency fhall marry 
a Queen of France, he will no: addrefs himfclf to the 
‘‘ Devil, but to the General States, which will deter- 
‘‘ mine that, in order to acquire the minor King the 
fupport of the Hoiife of Montmorency, the marriage 
lliould be contracted.” 

■ This anfwer was haughty*, and had not the air of 
a guilty perfon. I'he procefs was depending for fourteen 
months, and no judgment was given, either for or 
againll him. La Voifin, I. a Vigoureux, and his bro- 
ther, a pried called alfo Vigoureux, were burnt with 
Le Sage, at the Grevef. Marflial Luxemburg retired 
for a few days into the country, and then returned to 
Court, to attend his duty as Captain of the Guards, 
without feeing 1 .ouvois, or the King’s Ipeaking a word 
to him about all that had paffed 

M. Voltaire’s fo gravely controverting it, if we were to fuppofe him 
■ ferious ; but there is a vein of irony and ridicule running throughout 
the whole of this extraordinary detail. TranJIator, 

* But abfurd. lluL 

t The public place of executions in Paris. Ihid* 

I Franc^ mull have been far from being purged of its ancient bar- 
barifin, when charges for forcery, and compacts with the Devil, were 
f life red to be formally and judicially litigated. ’ The Burning^Courf^ 
il the waimth of the fentiment may excufe the equivoque of the ex* 
prelTion, was a burning Jijame au Jteclt de Louis quatorze. They had 
left off burning and drowning of witches and wizards id England, 
long before that «ra. Ibid. 


N 4 
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We know how he had fince the command of armies 
given him which he did not folicit, and by how many 
vidlories he had impofed fiknccon his enemies. 

^Tis eafy to conceive what fhocking reports thefe ac- 
cufations mud have given rile to in Paris. The exe- 
cution of La Voifin and her accomplices, who were 
burnt at the hake, put an end to thele crimes and pro- 
fecutions. This abominable vice, however, was confin- 
ed to a few individuals only, and did not corrupt the 
civilized manners of the nation ; but it left in the minds 
of the people an unhappy proj^enfity thenceforward to 
fufped natural deaths to be violent ones. 

\Vhat was bei'e' cd to be the unhappy fate of Matlaine, 
Henrietta of England, was afterwards thought to be her 
daughter’s, Maria-Louifa, who was married in 1679 to 
Charles II. K ng of Spain. This young Princels let 
our with regret for Madrid. Mademoifelle* had often 
laid to Monfieur, the King’s brother, Do not bring 
your G '. ghter fo often to Court ; flie will be too un- 
happy die where.” 7 'his young Princefs was tlefirons 
of marrying :: e Drupliin. “ I make you Qiiecn of 
Spain,” laid the King to her-, what could I do 

more for my daughter “ Ah !” flie replied, “ but 
you might-do more for your 7 iicced^ 

She was fnatched from the world in 16S9, at the fame 
age as her mother. Ic paiTed for certain, that tlie An- 
ftrian Miniilers of Charles II. were relolved to get rid of 
her, becaiile flie loved her own country, and might pre- 
vent the King her hufband from declaring for the Al- 
lies, againft Prance. They had even lent her from Ver- 
failles what was thought a counter-poilbn ; a very un- 
certain precaution, becaufe what may cure one difeem- 
per might aggravate another, there being no luch medi- 
cine as an univerfal antidote. This -imaginary counter- 
poifon, however,^ did not arrive till after her tleuth. 

I'hofe who read the Memoirs compiled by the Mar- 
quis de Dangeau, will there find that the King laid at 
fupper, The (^leen of Spam is dead, poilbned by 

* M. M()l)lptnficr. 

“ eating 
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«« eating of an ecl-pye and the Countefs of Pernitz, 
with t;wo Y/omen ot the bed-chamber, who had rafted 
it aftAhcr, arcallb dead of rhe fame poifon.’* 

Although I met with this extraordinary anecdote in 
thefe manufeript memoirs, faid to be written with great 
exabtneft by a perfon of the Court, who had fcircelY 
ever been feparatv'-.l from Louis XIV. for the fpexe of 
forty yeais, i ^ -Aiid not diveft myftdf of mv doubts about 
the truth of ic. I then made enquiry from fome old 
domellies of the King, if it was a fad that this Monarch, 
aU'jys refei ved in his converfation, had ever made ufe 
offuchiin imprudent expreftlon •, and they all aiTured 
;ne that the whole ftor^ was falfe. 1 afterwards afked 
thcDutchefs de St. Pierre, who had come from Spain, 
if it was true that the three perfons above-mentioned had 
died v/ith the Queen ; and llic gave me proofs that they 
all three had furvived her a confiderable time. 

To conclude : I have been fince aflured, that thefe 
Memoirs of Dangean, which are confidered as a precious 
monument, were nothing more than the flying reports 
of the day, written down by one of his domcftics : and 
this, I think, may be fufficiently apparent from the 
ftilc of the writing, with the trifles and falflioods of 
which that, colledion is compoled. After all thefe me- 
i incholy refleftions, to which the death of Henrietta of 
England has led us, we fliall now return to the events 
at Court which followed her lofs. 

The Princefs Palatine fucceeded her, a year after, and 
was mother ot the Duke of Orleans, Regent of the 
Kingdom. In order to marry Monfieur, ic was necef- 
lary that flie fhould renounce Calvinifm; but fh^ ever ^ 
retained for her former religion a fecret attachment, , 
ot which it is difficult to diveil one’s feif, when early 
prejudices have imprefled it on the heart. 

riic unfortunate adventure of one of the Qiiecn’s 
Maids of Honour, in the year ib 7 ^,*was the caufe of a 
new ellabiilhment at Court. This misfortune is known 
by the Sonnet called The Abortive the verfe^of which 
have been often repeated. 

Written by Henault. 

Toa 
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Toi que I’amour fit par un crime, 

Et que rhonneur dcfait par un crime a Ton tour, 

Funclle ouviv.ge dc I’amour, 

De riiomieur funefle viilime, Sec. 

O thou the fruit of guilt and love, 

BlaOed by honour with a fin, 

Wh le love ami honour aciverfc lirove. 

One ends what t’other did begin, Ne- 
llie dangers infeparable from the ftation of a youngs 
woman in a galant and voluptuous Court, occalioned 
the appointment of twelve Ladies of the Bedchamber, 
in the room of the twelve Maids of Honour which had 
before enfoelliflied the Qiieen’s Court •, and ever fince 
tiie lioiiihold of ti e Queens of ]M*ance has been fo coni- 
pofed. I'his alteration rendered the Court more nume- 
rous and more fragnlfccnr, by adding to it the hulbands 
and relations of thele Ladies, whicli augmented the fo- 
ciety, anvl diltufed mere opulence there. 

1 he Princefs of Bavaria, wife to the Dauphin, on her 
fndl appearance, added a new luftre and vivacity to the 
Couit ; though the Marchionefs de '\jontefpan conti^ 
nued ft ill to aitrad the principal attention. But at laft 
ftie cealid to pleafe*, and the haughty emotions of her 
grief, upon that diftovery, could not reclaim an alienat- 
ed heart. However, flic ftill remained conneded with 
the Court, from her high employment there, being Su« 
pCTint rulant of the (Qiecn’s houfliold; and with the 
King, by her chiuhen, by hab't, and by her afcendancy 
over his mind. 

All the exterior fliew of refped and fiicndfliip w'crc 
ftill preferved towards her: but this confuled her not-, 
and ti^.e King, am dec! at being the caufe of her unhap- 
pv regrets, and at traded by other affections, began tq 
iiiul in the cotiverfation of Madame Maintenon, a gen- 
tienels V. Inch lie no longer enjoyed with his former 
Mifticft*, 

He 

* In 'J e\ tsoii^jcnirs of M. dc Caylus is the following' pnfiage rela- 
tive fc ti \(‘iy criti'' : “ Xotwithfi.'tndiiig thefe intidelities of the 
Kmg, 1 have odcii heard it fold, that Madame Montefpan might 

have 
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He found himfelf at once divided between Madame 
de Montefpan, whom he could not forfake, Mademoi- 
jelle Fontanges, v/hom he loved, and Madame de 
Maintenon, whofe converfation was become necefla- 
ry to his fatigued mind. Thefe three rivals kept the 
Aole Court in fufpence. It reflefts great honour upon 
Fonis XIV. that none of thefe intrigues had any inliu- 
ence upon public affairs; and that love, which difturb- 
cd the Court, never cauied the Icaft difturbance in 
the State. There cannot, in my opinion, be a bet- 
ter proof that the foul of Louis was as great as it was 
tender. 

I fliould be of opinion that thefe court-intrigues, 
which have no fort of connexion with the State, ought 
not to have a place in this Hiftory, if the great mra of 
Louis XIV. did not render every thing interefting *, and 
]f the veil had not been removed from thofe myiieries 
hy feveral 1 lillorians, who have for the moll part mifre- 
j)refciued them. 


C H A P. XXVII. 

Cmtlniiation of the Private Memoirs and Anecdotes. 

T he youth and beauty of Mademoifelle de Fon- 
tanges, the birth of a fon, whom flie bore to the 
King in 1680, and the title of Dutchefs, with which fhe 
was honoured, all confpiied to prevent Madame dc 

“ liave ever prtTeived her influence over him, if fhe had not been fo 
very ilbtcmpcrcd, and depended too much on the afeendant fhe 
thought flic had fo firmly ellablifhed. I’hat turn of mind which 
“ does notferve to conquer an untoward difpofition, is as little able 
“ to lure back again thofe affedions it has once fuff'ertd to take 
“ wing; and if mild difpofitions bear longer, their flight is irreco- 
“ verable, 

“ The King found a remarkable difference in the temper and man- 
“ ners of Madame Maintenon. In her he met with a worftaii always 
‘‘ gentle and modeft ; ever miftj-efs of her words, looks, and ailions ; 
“ reafonable in all things ; and who to fuch rare qualities, joined the 
** charms of wit and converfation.’* TranJhtQr. 


Maintenon 
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Mainrenon from* ** obtaining the fird place *, to 
as vet, fhe durft not afpire, and which flie afcerv/anls 
poitcfic'd: but the Dutchefs of Fontanges and her foil 
died in i6Si. 

The Marchionefs de Montcfpan, though now 
out a declared rival, was not, howcvci*, the nearer re- 
gaining a heart wearied of her and her com])lainiir^?. 
When men are pad their youth, they almoil all lequiie 
the company of a woman of complacency: the weight 
of bufinefs, efpecially, n nders fuch a relaxation extren-.e- 
ly neceffary. The new favourite, Madame de Main- 
tenon, who perceived the lecrcc power jhe was daily 
acquiring, conducted herfelf 'with that artful addrels 
v/hich is lb natural to women, and is by no means dif- 
pleafing to men. She one day wrote to Madame dc 
Frontenac, her coufin, in v/hom Ihe repofed the moll 
perfed: confidence : “ 1 always fend him away in difeon- 

tent, but never in defpair’^d’ While her intcreft was 
thus encreafing, and chat of Madame dc Montcfpan draw- 
ing towards an end. thefe two rivals law each other every 
day, fometimes with a fecret iineafinefs, and lometinies 
with a rranfient familiarity, which the ncceffity of con- 
verfing together, and tlie fatigue of conilraint, obliged 
tliem lometimes to affume. They both agreed to write 
Memoirs, feparately, of all that ])aired at Court f. This 
work was never brought to any degree of perfeftion. 
Madame de Montcfpan, in the latter years of her life, 

* This letter is in other places, quoted aS having been written to 
her ConfefCor. Tranjlator. 

f The Memoirs publiiJicd under the name of Mad. dc Mainte- 
noji, relate, that flic Taul to Madame de Mcntefpan, in Ipcaking of 
her dreams; ‘‘ 1 di crimed that v^e were on the grand Itair-cafe of 

** Verfallles : I was arceodirg, you was ot fccuciitig ; J mounted to 
** the clouds, you went Pontevraut.*’ '1 1 is Itory is b-orrowed 
from the famous Duke d’E;* i ■on,Vv'homet the CardinaKle Richelieu 
on the ilalr-cafe of fhe L' l- m 1624. 'j Cardinal afked hmi, 
“ What news r” “ None (fatd he), exc^’pt that you arc going up, 
‘‘ and { am coming down/' But the bca; * of the allufion dellroy^d, 
by adding, that from a An r-cafe one co d mount to the clouds. It 
is to be remarked, that in inoA book ot anecdotes, in the 
t}y ^. uhoTo always afriibc to their fpe d -Ci things that have been faid 
* \.cniury, or even fe. veral unturK", uefore. o/W/r/. 
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iifcil to divert hcrfclf v/Ith reading fome of thefc memoirs 
' fo her friends; 

Devotion, which mingled itfelf in all thefe fecret in- 
trif^ues, contributed liill more to ftrengthen the influence 
of Madame dc Maintenon, and to weaken that of Ma- 
dame de Montefpan. The King began to reproach him- 
jelf for his attachment to a married woman, and felt 
this fcruple the more fenfibly when he no longer felt tho 
power of love. This cmbarrafTing fituation continued 
till a year rendeicd memorable by the revocation 

of the Edict of Nantes. Scenes of a very difrerent na- 
ture were then prefented rjo the public view : on the one 
hand, the dcfp.iir and flight of a part of the nation ; on 
the other, new Dalis at Verfaillcs ; Trianon and Marli 
built ; Nature forced in ail thefe beautiful fpots, and 
gardens formed in which all art was cxhauftcd. The 
marriage of the grandfon of the Great Condc with Madc- 
niojiclle de Nante^, tlie King’s daughter by Madame 
dc Montefpan, was the lad triumph of that millTefs, 
who now began to retire from Court. 

The King afterwards difpofed in marriage of the other 
two children which he had by her ; Mademoilcllc de 
Blois to the Duke de Chartres, whom w^c iiave lince 
leen Regent of the Kingdom ; and the Duke dc Maine 
to Louiia Bcncdicfa dc Bouibon, grand-daughter of the 
Great Conde, and filler to Monficur the Duke, a Prin- 
cefs diftinguiflied by her wit, and her talk* for the polite 
arts. Tliofe who have ever approached the Royal Pa- 
lace, or the Palace de Sccaux, know that all the [popu- 
lar leports relating to ihtle maniages, and retailed in 
fo many hiflories, arc ablblucely falfe and gu'oundlefs *. 

* You will find it reported in more than twenty dillorcJit volume?, 
that the Houfe ot Orh .‘an? and the Moufe of C'ondc rej .'•led the propo- 
fals with indignation : you will find it wntten, thattl'«r I’roict tlie 
Duke de Chartreshi mother, threatened h'.-r fon^ nay, that Ihc even 
heat him. I’hc Anecdotes of the L’oiidautioa relate, with a very 
ferious air, that the King li iving employed the .Abbe du lads, fub- 
preceptor to the Dukede Chartrci, to negoc ate the match, tlte Abhc 
tound great diiliculty m fuccccding ; and tmu he alked the Vardmars 
as a reward for hib labour., Whatever relatci to the Court is 
Wntten with as little regard ro truth, in feveral of our modern hillc- 
fcC*. VolUirs. 


Before 
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Before the marriage between the Duke and Made- 
moifelle de Nantes was celebrated, the Marquis de 
Seignelai gave the King an entertainment upon that oc- 
cafion, worthy of that Monarch, in the Gardens of 
Sceaux, laid out by Le Notre with as much'taile andele- 
gance as thofe of Verfailles. Vhiylle dela Paix^ compofed 
by Racine, was there reprefented. There was another ca- 
roufal at Vcrlailles-, and, after the marriage, the King dill 
played a feene of uncommon magnificence, of which 
Cardinal Mazarin had given the fu ll fpecimen in i6/;6. 
There were placed in the Hall of Mark four fiiops, filled 
with all the richcft and moil exquilitc curiofities that 
the induftry of the Parifian artifls could produce. Thcle 
- four fiiops were lb many fuperb decorations, reprefent- 
ing the four feafons of the year. Madame de Monte- 
fpan kept one of them with the Dauphin : her rival kept 
another with the Duke de Maine. The two new-married 
perions had each their fliop ; the Duke with Madame 
de Thiange ; and the Dutchels, wlio, on account ot 
her youtli, could not decently keep a Ihop with a man, 
took the Dutchels of Chevreux into |).irtiic rlliip. The 
Ladies rmd Gentlemen who wtre invited of this party, 
drew by lot the jewels with which tiiele ihops were fur- 
niflied. Thus the King made prclents to all his Court, 
in a manner worthy of a Prince. The lottery of Cardi- 
nal Mazarin was neither fo ingenious nor fo brilliant. 
Thefe lotteries had formerly been tiled by the Roman 
Emperors ; but none of them ever heightened the mag- 
jiificence of them by fuch aa air of galantry. 

After the marriage of her daughter, Madame de 
Montefpan appeared no more at Court. She continued 
to live at Paris with great dignity. She had a large in- 
come appointed her, but it was only a life-annuity ^ the 
King ordered a penfion of a thouland louis-d’ors to be 
paid her every jnonth. She went yearly to diink fhc 
waters at Bourbon ; and married the young w^omen in 
the neighbourhood, to whom Ihe gave portions. She 
was now paft the age when the imagination, Itruck with 
lively impreflions, fends people to a nunnery. She died 
at Bourbon in 1707 

* Her Biographer lays 17 17. franjiatcr. 


About; 
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About a year after the marriage of Mademoifclle dc 
N’antes with Monfieur the Duke, the Prince of Conde 
died nt Fontainebleau, in the fixty-fixth year of his age. 
His death was occafioned by a difeafe which was ren- 
dered worfe by a journey he took to vifit the DiKchcd;, 
who was feized with the fmall-pox. From this anxiety, 
which colt him his life, one may eafily judge whether 
be had any averfion to the marriage of his grandfon with 
the daughter of the King and of Madame de Monteigan, 
as has been reported by all thofe lying Ciazettes wu.i 
which Holland was then over-run. We find alio in a 
hiftory of the Prince of^Condc, proceeding from tlic 
iame repofitories of ignorance and impollure, that the 
King took a pleafure in mortifying that Prince upon all 
occalions ; and that, at the marriage of tlie Prince is ot 
Conti, daughter to Madame de la Valiere, the Secretary 
of State refufed him. the title ot High and Mighty Lord ; 
as if that weie a iFile uled to Princes of the Blood. How 
could the author who compofed the hiitory ot Louis 
XIV. in Avignon, partly from thefe wretched memoirs, 
he fo ignorant of the ^rld, and of the cudoms of our 
(Jourt, as to relate fuch falflaoods ? 

Mean v/hde, alter the marriage of the Ducchefs, and 
I'le total eciipfe of the mother, Madame ue Maintenon, 
now victorious, gained fuch an afeendanr, and infpired 
1 -ouis XIV. with 1o much love, and fo many fcruples 
oi confcience, that, by the advice of Father La Chaife, 
iie married her priv.itcly, in the month of January, 
ibo6, in a little chaj^ej, which Hood at the end of the 
apartment that was afterwards poffclfed by the Duke of 
Burgundy. i’lieie was no contract, nor any articles of 
ir.arrn;>c. I Fir lay de Chaavalon, Ardibilnop of Paris, 
alliiled by the Confelfor, gave tliem the nuptial bene- 
diXion. Montchevreuil and Bontems, iiiil valct-de- 

, cliambre, 

A?ul not Clicvalier de Foutbin, as the of Choify 

rulert. None are iiiiruilcd with fuch a fecict but laiihfal domelHcb, 
and people attached by their places to the pcrlbn of their mailer. 

I hri c was 110 tbrmal ad of ccleliration : that is only neceflary to ai- 
certain au cllatc ; but this was only a mairiaqe oi coidcience, How 

could 
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chambre, were f)refent as witnefles. It is no lon^vcr 
pofiiblc to fupprcfs this fad, which has been men^ 
tioned by lb many authors, who have been miflraken, 
however, with regard to the names, the place, and the 
dates. Louis Xl’v. was then in his forty-eighth year, 
and the peribii he married in her fifty-fccond. 

The King, already crowned with glory, was defiroiis 
of mingling the innocent plealures of a private life with 
the cares of date. Tfiis marriage did not involve him 
in any thing unworthy of his rani: ; it was always a 
doubtful point at Court, whether Madame de Maintc- 
non was married or not : jflie vyas refpeded as the King’s 
choice, but never treated as Qyicen. 

We are apt to conlidrr the fate of this woman as 
fomeihing very extraordmary, though hillory fupplios 
us with many ind.inrcsct greater and more diftinguilhed 
fortunes from fmaller beginnings. The Marcliioiuls 
de Sr. Sebaftian, marfed to Victor-Amadeus, King of 
Sardinia, was not luperior to Madarae de Maintenon ; 
Gather ne, Emprefs of Rudia, was greatly inferior ^ and 
the fiift wife of James II. King of England, was iar 
beneath her, according to the prejudices of Europe, 
unknown in other parts of the world f. 

She was of an ancient family, and grand-daughter to 
'I'heodore-Ag/ippa d’Aubigne, Gentleman in ordina7 
of the Bed-chamber to Henry IV. Her father Conllan- 
tius d’Aubigr.e, having formed a defign of fertl ng ia 
Carolina, and hiving applied to the Englifli for ti.at 

could any one hav^e tlie iinpndenct to report, tliat after the death of 
Harlay, Archbifnop of Paris, which happened in 1695, almolt ten 
years after the marriajTc, h>s lacqueyr> found the inarria^e-certilicate u’ 
hi's old breeches ? 'i he llory, which is even too mean ior lacquc)^, i? 
Oidy to be found in the Memoirs of Maintenon. Vcliaire. 

* What ! vvas the daughter of the greit Earl of Chr.endon, Lord 
Ili'di Chancellor of Great Britain, and i^rime Mindler to King 
Charles 11 , infeiior in rank to the widow of poor Scairon the bui- 
krque poet ? SureKur author has f’rgut hiinielf on this occauon* 

Smollct. o 1 • 

f Genealogv is here meant ; but why caU the refpea that is pam 
to it in i?’nope, a p>eiud..f Pedigree has its uies and its merits, both 
in a mor 1 and pontlcal view. Is the ftniiment ot enlightened and 
civilized nation' to b'* deemed a bccaufe thofc paiC', ol ih^' 
world which lemain in a iUte of barbarifm regard it not ? ^'ranjhtcr. 

pur- 
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purpofe, was thrown into prifon in the caflle Trom- 
pecte ; from whence he was delivered by the daughter of 
the Governor, wliofe name was de Cardillac, a gentle- 
nian of Bourdelois. Conftantius d’Aubigne married his 
benefac^refs in 1627, and carried her along vfrth him 
to Carolina : but rerurning to France in a few years 
after, they were both committed to cuftody, at Niort 
in Poitou, by order of the Court. 

It was in this prifon of Niort that Frances d’Aubigne 
was born, in 1635 •, deilincd by Fleaven to fufier all the 
hardlhips, and to enjoy all the favours, of Fortune. 
Carr ed to America, at three years of age ; left on the 
Iliore by the negligence of a Icrvant, where fiie was near 
being devoured by a ferpent; brouglit back an orphan, 
at ten years of age ; educated with great feverity in the 
houfe of Madame de Neuillant her relation, mother to 
the Dutchefs de Nayailles ; flie was fo happy as to 
marry, in 1651, Paul Scarron, who lived near her in 
Flell-Street. 

Scarron was of an ancient family belonging to the Par- 
liament, and illuftrious by its great alliances *, but the 
burlefque which he profeff^d, demeaned, though it re- 
commended him. It was, however, an inftance of good 
fortune * for Mademoifelle d’Aubigne to get this perfoii 
fora hufband, deformed and impotent as he was, and 
polTefled of but a fmall fortune. Before her marriage, 
Ihe abjured the Calviniftical religion, which w^as her own, 
as well as that of her anceftors. Her beauty and her 
wit foon made her be diifinguiflied. Her acquaintance 
was eagerly courted by the belt company in Paris ; 
and this part of her youth was doubtlefs the liappieft 
time of her life f . After her hufband’s death, which 

VoL. 11 . O hap- 

* M. Voltaire had furely a ftrange notion of good fortune ! T^an- 
Jlator, 

t It is faid, in the pretended Memoirs of Maintenon, Vo!. I. p. 
216, that for a long time flie lay in the fame bed with the celebrated 
Ninon de BEncIos, according to the hearlay-report^-of the Abbe de 
Chateauneuf, and of the author of the Age of L.ouis XIV. But there 
IS not a fyllable of fuch an anecdote to be found in the author of the 
Age of Louis XIV. nor in tKc remaining works of the Abbe de 

Cju- 



THE a6e of LOCIS XIV. 


19+ 

happened in 1660, flie continued long to folicit the King 
for a fmaJl penfion of fitceen hundred Jivre.s, which Scar- 
ron had enjoyed. At laft, after fome years had elnplcd, 
the King gave her a penfion of two thoufand ; addrelT- 
ing her at t'le lame time in the following ftrain : ‘‘ Ma- 
dam, 1 have made you wait long ; but you have lo 
many friends, that I was determined to have the foie 
“ merit mylelff’ 

This anecdote I had f oni the Cardinal de Fleury, 
who took a pleafurein frequently repeating it, becaufe 
he faid that I.ouis XIV. paid him the fime compliment, 
when he gave him the Bilhopric of Ficjus. 

And yet it appears, from thq letters of Madame de 
Maintenon herfelf, that fhewas indebted to Madame de 
Montelpan for this fmall fupply, which extricated her 
from extreme poverty. She was taken farther notice of, 
fome years after, when there was a neccHlty for educat- 
ing privately the Duke de Maine, wliom the King had 
in 1670 by the Marchionefs de Montcfpan. It was not 
certainly until the year 1672, that fhe was chofen tofu- 
perincend this private education. She fays, in one of 
her letters, “ If the children are the King’s, 1 will 
chearfully undertake the taflv ; but I could not with- 
“ out fcruple cake the charge of Madame de Monte- 
‘‘ fpan’s : the King therefore mull give me orders : this 
is my laft refolve.” 

Madame de Montefpan had not two children until 
1672, the Duke de Maine and the Count de Vexin. 
Hence it is evident, that the dates of Madamede Main- 
tenon’s letters, in 1670, in which flie fpeaks of thole 
two children, one of whom was not yet born, muft ne- 

Cbatcauneuf. The amhor of Maintenon’s Memoirs quote? only at 
random. This circumftance is mentioned no where, except in the 
Memoirs of the Marquis de la Fare, p. 190, Amllerdam edition. Ir 
was a cUllom, it is true, for people to fiiare their bed?, with theu- 
friends ; and thij c«doin, which is now exiin^l, was very ancient, 
even at Court. We hncl, in the Hillory of France, that Charles IX. 
in order to five the Count dc Uri/lac from the inafiacre of St. Bar- 
tholomew, advifed him to ileep at the Louvre in his bed, and that 
the Duke of Guife and the Fxince of Conde lay together for a long 
t-mc. French Noie, 

2 cc'ffinly 
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Ceflarily be falfe. Almoft all the dates of thefe printed 
letters are erroneous. This inaccuracy would give one 
reafon to fufped the authenticity of thefe letters, did 
we not diicover in them fucli ftrong marks of truth and 
ingenuoufnefs as it was almoR impolliblc to counterfeit. 

It is a matter of no great confequence to know in 
what pirtirulir year this person undertook the care of the 
natural children of Louis XIV. but the attention given 
to thefe minute circumflances may ferve to fliew with 
what Icrupiilous exadnefs we have related the principal 
events in this hiflory. 

The Duke de Maine was born with a deformed foot. 
The rirft Phyfician, d’Aquin, who was in the lecret, ad- 
vifed to fend him to the waters ot Barege. An enquiry 
was made for a perfon of integrity who might be in- 
truded with this charge. The King mentioned Madame 
Scarron M. de Louvois went privately to Paris, to 
mike the propofal to her. Fiom that time die had the 
care of the Duke de Maine’s education, being appointed 
to that employment by the King, and not by Madame 
de Mon tel pan, as has been reported. She wrote per- 
fonally to the King, who was greatly charmed wirii her 
letters. Such was the origin of her good- toriune : her 
merit completed the relt. 

The King, who at firft could not endure her compa- 
ny, pafled by degrees from averfion to confidence^ and 
from confidence to love. The letters we have of hers 
are a much more precious treafure than is generr.lly 
imagined : they diicover that mixture of religion and 
galantry, of dignity and weaknefs, which is fu fre- 
quently to be found in the human heart, and which fill- 
ed the foul of Louis XIV. The mind of Madame de 
Maintenon feems at once infpired w.th an ambition and 
a devotion, which accord perfectly well together. Her 
contelTor XJobelin approves equally of both ; he is a- 
like a Dircdlor and a Courtier. His penitent, though 

* The author of the romance intituled the Memoirs of Mad. dc 
Maintenon, makes her fay, upon feeing ihe Callle of 7' romp me. 

There h the pi.ioe whcie I was ^tiducatcd, c>;c,” This is cviCeatly 
I^lfp : ihe wag edutusej at Niorl. Volta.u, 

0 1 guile/ 
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guilty of ingratituda to Madame de Montefpan, ftill 
continues to diflcmble her crime. The confeflbr en- 
courages the illufion ; ,and Ihe artfully calls in religion 
to the afliftance of her fuperannuated charms, in order 
to fupplanr her benefadtrefs, when fhe became her rival. 

This firange mixture of love and fcruples on the 
part of the King, and of ambition and devotion on the 
part of the new miftrefs, feems to have continued from 
1681 to 1686, which was the sera of their marriage. 

Her elevation was to her only a retreat. Shut up in 
her apartment, which was on the fame floor with that 
of the King, Ihe confined herfclf tothe company of two 
or three laches, as retired as herfelf ; and even thefe flic 
faw but feldorn. The King went to her apartment 
every day after dinner, and before and after fupper, and 
remained witli her till midnight. He there deliberated 
with his Minihers, while Madame de Maintenon em- 
ployed herlelf in reading, or in needle-work ; never dif- 
covering the lead forwardnefs to talk of State-aftairs ; 
frecjuently feeming to be ignorant of them ; carefully 
avoiding every thing that might have the lead appear- 
ance of cabal or intrigue ; more defirous of pleafing him 
•who governed, than of governing herfelf; and preferv- 
ing her credit, by never employing it without extreme 
circumlpeftion. 

She did not avail herfelf of her fituation, to engrofs 
all the dignities and great employments in her own fa- 
mily. Her brother the Count d’Aubigne, though ar 
old Lieutenant - general, was not even a Marflial of 
France. A blue ribband • and fome appropriation in 
the farms of the public revenues were his only fortune: 
hence it was that he faid to the Marfhai de Vivonne, 
brother to Madame de Montefpan, that he had re- 
ccived his Marflial’s daff m ready money f 
The Marquis dc Villettc, her nephew, or her coufin 

1. 

• The badge of a Knight of the Order of the Holy Cahoft. 
f See his Letters to his brother: “ I defirc you, fays he, to live 
comfortably, and to fpend freely the eighteen thoufand livres we 
** have made of this bufiiiefs ; we fliall get more when that is gone.’ 
i'ohahe, 

I He was her cou fin -german; Tranjlatsr. 

2 ’ was 
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was only a Commodore. Madanmde Caylus, daughter 
to the fame Marquis de Villctte, liad but a fmall pen- 
iion given her in marriage by Louis XIV. Madame dq 
Mainienon, when fhe married her niece d’Aubigne to 
the fon of the firlt Marfhal de Noailles gave her out 
two hundred thoufand livres : the King made up the 
reft. She poffeffcd nothing herfelf except the lands of 
Maintenon, which fhe purchafed with the prefents made 
her by the King. She endeavoured to make the Lublic 
excufe her elevation, in favour of her difintereftednels. 
The fecond wife of the Marquis de Villette, who was 
afterwards Lady Bolingbroke, could obtain nothing from 
her. I have frequcnfly h^ard her fay, that flie upbraid- 
ed her coufin with the little fervice fhe did her family ; 
and that fhe told her in a paiTion, “ You are fo fond of 
‘‘ your moderation, that you render your family the 

vi6lims of it.’' 

Madame de Maintenon forgot every thing, when 
was in the Icaft ap[n-ehenfive ot offending Louis XIV. 
bhe had not even the courage to fupport Cardinal de 
Noailles againft Father L.e Ttliier. She had a great 
friendfhip for Racine ; but that friendfhip was not 
ftrong enough to proteft him againft a flight refentment 
of the King, One day, being deeply affccled with the 
eloquence with which he repreiented the calamities of 
the people, in 1698*, calamities which were always ex- 
aggerated, but which have fince been carried to a de- 
plorable extremity ; flie prevailed upon her friend to 
draw up a memorial, pointing out the evil and the re- 
medy. The King having read it, and fhewn himfelf 
diffitisfied with the contents, flie had the weaknefs to 
name the author, and that alfo of not defending him. 

* The compiler of Maintenon’s Memuirs fays, vol. IV. p. 2bo, 

Roulfeau, a venomous viper towards his benefadors, compofed 
“ fome lampoons upon the Marfhal de Noailles.” This is falfe ; 
we ought not to^ calumniate any one. Roulieau, who was then 
very young, did not know the firft Marflial dc Noailles. The lam- 
poon was written by a gentleman of the name of Uabanac, wlio 
jOji)enly acknowledged himfelf to be the author. Voltaire. 
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Racine, ftill weakef, if poflible, was feizcd with excel- 
five grief, which brought him to the grave *. 

1 he lame dirpofition which rendered her incapable 
of doing a fervicc, made her likewilc incapa'ol of d )ing 
an ipjury. The Abbe de Choily relates, that the 
Minifter Louvois fell on his knees before Louis XIV. in 
order to difi jade him from marrying the widow Scarron. 
If the Abbe'de Choify knew this fadb, hdadamede Main- 
tenon was not ignorant of ir •, and yet flie not only for- 
gaye that Minilter, but even appealed the firft tranfi'ort; 
ot pallion into which the blunt behaviour of the Marcjiu:; 
de Louvois tiled fometimes to provoke his mailer f . 

IIciKC 

• This fad is relatpd hy the Ton of the illuftrlous Racine, in fis 
Life of his fatlicr. F'cn'h K ft. 

T.hcrc !. a like floiV t'.lci of Sa-tafin, in a note upon that article, 
in the piec'cding Cattir of Writers. Ilow could M. \ oll.iiie c ill 
fo aniiahle and tender a fentimeiit a ^iLfnknrjsF WIiocvlp can :x id 
cither gf thtfe Hones unmoved, is only ft to be Cryer at the Old 
Bailey. 7 'ra'JI^/or. 

t Who would imagine, that, in the Memoirs of Madame de 
Main tenon, vol. III. p. 27;, it Ihould be faid that this Miniller was 
afraid of being poifoned by the King ? Strange ! that at Paris they 
jhould publilh fuch horrid luilhouds at the end of fu many ridiculous 
fables. 

This dupid and ihocklng flory is founded pn a common report 
which \va. n at the death of the Marqvils do t.oiuois. This 
Miniller was nliiig ihe iv.iieis which Stron, liii J’hylician, had pi e- 
fcr’bcd to him, and vvincii ] a I.iger c his Sutgeon made him drink. 
This is the {.one 1 iyyrie who gave the Public ihc remedy which i*' 
now called le PouJrt Cbt'rtteux, *^1 h’.s 1 a I.igcric hath Ipequeiuly 
told me, that he apprized M, de Louvois of the great riik he ran by 
attending bufincfs wliile he drank the w.-^ters. 'I he M hijllci, how- 
ever, continued his wonted adiduity. He died fuddenly on the i6th 
of July, 1691 : ami notin 1692, as the author of ihefefalfi. Memoirs 
nlferts. La Idgerie opened his body, and found no other cauie ot 
his death, than what he had foretold. Some people took it into their 
lieads to fufpeCt that the Phyfician Scion had poifoned a b' tile ct 
thfcfe waters. We have fecn now common thefe injurious ful'p cions 
then were. It was riclghbouring Prince, whom 

Louvois had greatly provoke.: and abufed, had ^ribed ih.c Pliyficlaii 
Scroll. Some of tl e'e aiiccdpics arc to be found in the Mcnioivi or the 
iMaKpiiF de‘la Farr, p. The family of the Marquis de I.oiivois 

dl*l even impiiloii :i Savoyai<!, who was a menial fcivant in the houlc; 
l)at this peer man, who was {leifcctly innocent, was loon relcafed. Kui 
if people fiiipcetml, thonej: veiy unieafonably, that a Piincc, who v^ai 
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Hence it appears, thai Louis Xiy. in marrying Ma- 
dame de Mainuenon, only gave himfelf an agreeable and 
jaimble companion. The foie public diilin^tion that 
difcovered her private elevation was, that at chapel fne 
occupied one of thofe fmall pews, or gilded clofets, 
which feemed to be made for the King and Queen j but 
there was not the lead: exterior of grandeur in any thing 
clfe. The devotion with which Ihe had infpired the 
King, and which had contributed to her marriage, be- 
came by degrees a real and deep fenfe of religion, which 
was ftrengthened by age and wcarinefs. 

She had already acquired, both with the Kinj:^ and the 
Court, chardfter of a foundrels, by afTcmbling at 
Noifi a number of young ladies of quality ; and the 
King had appropriated the revenues of the Abbey of Sr. 
Denis to this rifing community. St. Cyr was built at the 
end of the park of Vcrfailles, m 1686. She gave this 
f ttlement a complete form, compofed the regulations 
of it with Godet Defmarets, Bilhop of Chartres, and was 
lierfelf the Superior of the convent. Slie frequently went 
thither to pafs a few hours; and when I fay that weaii- 
nefs determined her to follow thefe amiifements, I only 


an enemy to France, endeavoured to take away the life of a Mliiidcr of 
Louis XIV. this fii rely could never be a leafon for fulpeifkinj Louis 
himfvlf of the lame ciirne. 

I'he fame author, who, in the Memoirs of Madame dc Maintencn, 
lias colleded fuch a heap of fallhoods, fays in the fame place, that the 
Kin£- faiil, “ he liad got rid, in one year, of three men whom he could 
“ notenduic; the Muilhal de la Feuilladc, the Marquis de Selgnelai, and 

the Marquis dc Louvois,’^ In the firll place, M.de Seignclai did not 
die the fame year 1691, but in 1690. Indro fecondplacc, to whom did 
Louis XlV. who always fpoke with great ci ream f|vei\ ion, and like 
gentlenun, addrefs thefe imprudent andfpiteful words ? I'o whom did 
lie difeover fuch a hard and ungrateful heart ? 'Lo whom could he fay, 
that he was glad he had got rid of three men who had ferved him with 
lo much yc.il and fidelity Is it lawful thus to blacken, v/ithout the 
lead prooft vviihout the leaft appeal auce of probability, the memory 
of a King, who was always known to fpe.ik ^witii prudence ? 

Lvery fculiblc roader bcliold'i with contempt and nulig nation thefe 
coiledions of bes, with which the Public ericuinbcred ; and the 
author of theMernoiis of Maintenon defeives challifergent, if the 
contempt which Ije iij' fallen into, did not fcrccn him liom puniihmcut. 
y 'Matrix . 


O 4 


repeat 
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repeat her own words. Read what fhe wrote to Madame 
de la Maifonfort, of whom mention is made in the chap, 
ter of Qiiictifm : 

Why cannot I give you my experience ? Why can, 
‘‘ not I make you fciifible of the wearincls that devours 
“ the Great, and of the difficulty they have to dilpoih 
of their time ? Do you not fee that 1 die ot lownels of 
“ fpiiits, though poiTefled of a more l[)lendid fortune 
“ than ever I couki have hoped to obtain ? I have been 
‘‘ young and handfome ; I have tailed pleafures ; I 
have been univ^erfally beloved *, in a more advanced 
‘‘ age, I have palled fome years in the pa'ticipation 
of intclledlual plealures •, I am now anived at the fum- 
mit of fortune ; and I allure you, my dear friend, that 
‘‘ every condition leaves a wretched vacuity in the 
“ mind 

Could any thing fliew men the vanity of ambition, this 
letter furely would do it. Madame de Maintenon, who 
had no other caufe of uneafinej's than the uniformity of 
her life in the company of a great King, laid one day to 
the Count d’Aubigne her brother, I can bear it no 
“ longer; 1 wifli 1 were dead.” The anfwer which her 
brother gave her is well known : ‘‘ You have then got 
a promife, faid he, of being married to God the 
heather.” 

Upon the King’s death, llie retired wholly to St. Cyr. 
What IS furprifing is, that the King left her no certain 
ftipend. He recommended her to the Duke of Orjeans. 
She only demanded apcnfion of eighty thoufand livres. 
This annuity was regularly paid her till her death, 
\Yhich happened on the .fifteenth of April 1719. The 
author of her epitaph has alfeded too' much to forget 
the name of Scarron : this name was no difgrace, and 
the omiffion of it ferves only to make one fufpecl ic was 
fo. 

The Court becaMie kfs gay and more ferious, from 
the time that the King began to lead a retired life with 

• This letter is aiuhentic ; and the author faw it in MS. before 
the k-n of the great Racine had it printed. French Note. 
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Madame de M,aintenon ; and the fevefe fit of ficknefs he 
had rn 1686, contributed ftill more to deftroy his tafte 
for thofe fplendid feafts which he had hitherto celebrated 
almoft every year. He was feized with a fiftula in ano *. 
The art of furgery, which under this reign had made 
greater progrefs in France than in all the reft of Europe, 
was not yet fufficiently praftifed in this diftemper. I'he 
Cardinal de Richelieu had died of it, for want of proper 
treatment. Tlie King’s danger alarmed the whole nation. 
The churches were filled with crowds of people, who 
with tears in their eyes, implored the recovery of their 
fovereign. This exprcfllon of univerfal concern and la- 
mentaiion was fomewhat a-kin to that which happened 
in the prelent age, wiien his fucceffor’s life was in dano-er 
at Metz, in 1744. Thefe two epochas will ferve'^as 
perpetual monuments to remind Kings of what they 
owe :o a people who love them with luch a warmth of 
allEdion. 

As fooa as Louis XIV. felt the firlt attacks of his 
difeafe, his chief furgeon, Felix, went to the hofpitals 
to fcarch for iucii patients as were in the fame condition.. 
He confulted the bett liiigeons; and, in conjundion 
with them, he invented lome new inl’ciuments which 
abridged the operation, and rendered it Ids painful. The 
King fuftered the operation without complaining. He 
cauled his Minifters to hold a Council at his bed-fide, 
the very fame day ; and that the news of his danger 
might occafion no change of meafures in the Courts of 
Europe, he gave audience to the Foreign Ambafiadors 
next day. To this fortitude of mind may be added the 
gcnerofity with which he rewarded Felix, to whom he 
gave an eftate which was then worth fifty thoufand. 
crowns. 


Fills diforder, to (hew how far the politenefs of the French was 
carries , was dignified by the title of rrgitii ir.cfius, and added, in 
IipL T f ‘‘"S")'. to a certain clafs of dillempers which had 
oelore regillered under the fame denomination by Court Phy- 
iiciam.in compliment to the feveral princes, wha, in JpittnfOKiL. 

refpedive maladies; as the Jaundice, 
J.pilcpfy, the King’s-evil, &c. rranjkt^r. 


After 
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After this the King went no more to the public fliows; 
The Dauphinefs of Bavaria, being feized with a deep 
melancholy, and oppreffcd with a lownefs of fpirits, 
which brought her to the grave in 1690, refufcd to join ^ 
in any party of pleafure, and obftinately perfilled 
immure herfelf in her chamber. She was lond of learn> 
ing •, £he had written fome poetry •, but in her melancholy 
moods flie aBeded nothing but folitude. 

It was the convent of St. Cyr which revived the tade 
for works of genius. Madame de Maintenon defired 
Racine, who had renounced the theatre for the Court 
and Janfcnlfm, to write a Tragedy that might be aded 
by her pujdls •, and Ihe defired the fubjed might be taken 
from the Bible. Racine coinpofcd Klihcr. Tiiis piece, 
having been firfl: reprefented ih the convent of Sr. Cyr, 
was afterwards aded feveral times at Verlailles, before 
the King, in the winter 1689. I’he prelates and Jcliius 
were eager to obtain a pcrmilljon of feeing this lingular 
reprelentation. 

It is fomewhat remarkable, that this piece was at this 
time univerfally approved and that, two years after, 
Athaliah^ which was aded by the fame perfons, was as 
univerfally condemned. The cafe was (juice the reverie 
when thefc pieces were played at Paris, long after the 
author’s death, and when all party-diflindions were 
over. Athaliah was reprefented in 1717, and re- 
ceived, as it deferved, with great applauie : and Eftber, 
which was aded in 1721, met with a cold reception, and 
never appeared more. But there were now no Courtiers 
fo flattering as to recognize EJih r in Madame de Main- 
tenon, and fo malicious as to VaJljli in Madame 

dc Montefpan * ** , Ilaman in M. de Louvois, and cf- 
pecially the Huguenots, who were pcrlecuted by that 

Miniller, 

• The whole acci^unt of thefe matter is extremely well told in 
Les Sou'uemn\ and upon this article the Tranfijitor of thofe anecdoies 
has thrown in a judicious obi'ervation, which is proper to be quoted 
heie. • 

** The perfonage of Vafhti was faid to have alluded to Madame de 
Moruefpcin ; but I cannot fee any s-efcmblance bciween them, ex- 
“ cept in her being fuppUi:U-d by Madanac de Maintenon. 1 he late 

♦ (Jut t n 
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Min'fter, in the profcription of the Jews. The impar- 
tial Public Lould difcover nothing in that piece, but a 
plot without probability or intereft-, a flupid King, who 
had lived fix months with his wife without knowing her, 
or even informing himfelf who flie v/as a Minifler fo 
vidiculoufly barbaiOLis as to require his King to exter- 
minate a whole nation, old men, women and children, 
becaufe they had not made him a bow ; this fame iVIi- 
nifter fo filly as to ifivie an order to put all the Jews to 
death in eleven months, which plainly gave them time 
for flight or de'ence- a weak King v/ho without any 
pretex'c figned lb ablurd an order, and who with aS little 
reafon fuddenly hanged up his favourite ; all this, with- 
out pint, without action, without interell:, extremely 
dilbufted all perlbns who had either fenle or tafte but, 


Queen appears a fitter parallel, as they were both foi Taken con- 
“ ioits, and equally Ihy of appealing betbre tlitir hulbands.” 

This lull circumliance, relative to rhe (JUicen of Loub /\1 V. alludes 
10 a paflagc that went hetore, in Ltt Sou vcTnr). “ But this poor 
“ good Fi incefs had ccauracted iuch an awe of the King, as, joiq- 
“ ed to her naunel timidity, prevented her from being able to Ipeak 
“ before him, evxm among other company ; an 1 much more to cx- 
“ pofe herfelf to a tete-a-tete convetfaiion with him.” Tranjlnor. 

* It IS faid, in the Memoirs ot Maintenon, that Racine leemg the 
:!1 fuccefs of FdUier in public, ciietl out, “ Why j'.ave i expoled my- 
“ felf! Why did they prevent me from becoming a Carthufianl 
“ Bar a tiioufard luuis d’ois coniided him.” 

In the firil ph.e'‘ it is not true that Fllhcr was then ill receiveih 
Secondly, it is falic and iinpofhhle that Racinc ihould have laid, 
that they had prevented him at that time from becoming a Carthuiian 
Friar, becaufe his wife was then livdng. That author, who has wnt- 
.ten every thing at hazard, and has confounded every thing, iliould 
h ive umllilied the Memoirs of the Life of John Kaciuc, by Louis 
Racin-g his (on. He would there have fecn that John Racine had 
thoughts of becoming a Carthufian, before he was married. Third- 
l/» it is falle that the King gave him a thoufaiul louis d’ors, at that 
time. This falfiry is appa cni tiom the fame memoirs. The King 
prefented him with the polt ‘'f Gentleman in ordinary of hi.s Bed- 
chamber, ill 1690, after the rahib.tioii of Athaliah, at V'^erfailles. 

biich mimitiee acquire fome iinp'^’T nice when they relate to fo great 
« ni9n as Racine. The f.ilfe iinecdotes of thole who di (played the 
of Louis XIV. are repeated in fo manv filly bo!>ks, tliHe bo(‘L$ 
pre fo numerous, and theie are il>*n)anv indolent and ignorant leaders 
'vhp receive ihofc talcs for fav‘T, that too much caution cannot ba 

givea 
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notwithftanding the imperfcdion of the fubjeft, thirty 
lines of Ejiher are of more value than many Tragedies 
which have met with great fuccefs. Thefe ingenious 
amufements were revived for the education of Adelaide 
of Savoy, Dutchefs of Burgundy, wiio was brought to* 
France at eleven years of age. 

It is one of the many contradidlions in our manners^ 
that on one hand theatrical exhibitions fhould be branded 
with a mark of infamy, and on the other that fuch re- 
prefentacions Ihould be confidered as an amufenient the 
moll noble and mod worthy of perfoiis of royal birth. 
A little theatre was built in the apartment of Madame 
de Maintenon, on which the Dutchefs of Burgundy and 
the Duke of Orleans played, with fuch perfons of the 
Ccuit as were moll remai liable for their talents. The 
larnous ador Baron gave them leffons, and performed 
with them. Mod of the I'ragedies of Duchc, valct-de. 
chambre to the King, were compofed for this theatre; 
and the Abbe Genet, Almoner to the Dutchefs of Or- 
leans, wrote fome plays for the Dutchefs of Maine, 
which that Princefs and her Court reprefented, I'hefe 
amufements formed the tade, and enlivened fociety^ 
None of tliofe who have cenfured Louis XIV. with 
fo much feverity, can deny that, till the battle of Hoch- 
ftet, he was the mod magnificent, and the greated man, 
aimed in every thing: for tho* there have been heroes, 

given againll all thofe impofitions. And if we have frequently con- 
tradicled the authcr of Maintenon’s Memoirs, it is bccaufe no writer 
ever publidied more falfehoods than he, Voltaire, 

• How could tl;c Ma»'quis de la Fare fay in his Memoirs, that, 
aftei the death of Madame, all was play, confufion, and impo- 
“ Iitcncfs They frequently played in tlicir excurfions to Marli and 
Fontainbleau, but never in tlic apm tmeiu cf Madame de Maintenon; 
and the Court was ever the llandaid of the molt peife^f politenels. 

7 he Dutchefs of Oilcans, then Dutchefs of Chartres, the Dutchels of 
Maine, the PrmceA of Conti, and Maxlame the Dutch'efs, difproved 
by their condm^t vWiat the Marquis de la Fare afferts, This man, who 
in the commerce of life wa i of the moft accommodating temper, wrote 
hardly any thing but fatire. Fie was diflatisfied with the Government ; 
he paiied his time in a fociety which made a merit of condemning 
Court ; and thib fociety converted a man of a moft amiable difpofitioa 
into in Jiifloiian who is fomciimcs unjuft. Ibid. 




fuch 
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fuch as John Sobieflci and the Kings of Sweden^ who 
have excelled him as a warrior, no one has ever been 
able to cclipfe him as a monarch. It muft likewife be 
acknowledged, that he fnpported and repaired his Ioffes. 
•He bad fome failings ; he committed great faults ^ but 
would thofe who condemn him, have been able to equal 
him, had they been in his place * ? 

The Dutchefs of Burgundy improved daily in beauty 
and in merit. The praifes bellowed upon her fifter in 
Spain, infpired her with an emulation which redoubled 
!ier talent of pleafing. She was not a perfedl beauty ; 
but Ihe had a countenance like that of her fon, with an 
air of grandeur, and a majeftic ftature. Thefe advan- 
tages were greatly embelliflied by her wit, and ftill more 
by her extreme defire of meriting the praifes of all the 
world. She was, like Henrietta of England, the idol 
and the model of the Court, and pofTefled of a ftill higher 
rank, as ftanding next the throne. France expefted 
from the Duke of Burgundy fuch a government as the 
fages of antiquity had conceived, but whofe aufterity 
would be foftened by the virtues and accomplifhments of 
this Princefs, which were of a nature to be more fenfibly 
felt than the philofophy of her hufband. Every body 
knows how thefe hopes were fruftrated. It was the fate 
ot Louis XIV. to lee all his family perifli in France, by 
premature deaths •, his wife, in the forty- fifth year of 
her age i his only fon in the fiftieth and in a year 

after 

• If greatnefs of foul conffts in a love of pageantry, an oftentatioa 
of falHdious pomp, a prodigality of expence, an alFedlation of nuini- 
ncence, an infolcnce of ambition, and a haughty referve of deport- 
certainly defevved the appellation of Great. Qualities 
are truly heroic, w« lliall not find in the compofition of his 
charader. SnioUet. 

. t The author of the Memoirs of Madame de Maintenon, vol. IV, 
a chapter intitled, Mademoi/tlle Chouin^ fays, thjit the Dauphin was 
^love with one of his own fillers, and that he afterwards married 
^ ademoifelle Chouin, Thefe popular rumours are known to be falfc, 

^ perfon. One Ihould not only be a cotemporary, but 

^ught likewife to be furnilhed with proofs, before he venture^ to ad- 
n anecdotes as thefe. There never was the lead evidence of 
Dauphin’s having married MaJcmoifelle Chouin. To revive, af- 
ter 
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after he had Jofthis Ton, he faw his grandfon the Dauphin 
Duke of Burgundy, the Dauphinefs ids wife, and their 
cldeft fon ihe Puke of Brittany, carried to St. Denis, 
and dcpcfitcd in the fame tomb, in the month of 
April 1712 •, while the youngcfl: of their children, who 
afrcTvvards mounted the throne, was in his cradle at the 
point of death. Tiie Duke of Berry, brother to the 
Duke of Burgunuy, followed them two years after; 
and his daugliter, at the liime tihie, w^as carried fiom her 
cradle to her grave. ■ 

Thefc lamentable Ioffes made fuch a deep imprelTion 
on the minds oi men, that I ha\cihcn. feveral pcrlbns in 
the minority oi Louis XV. who cMuld not mention them 
without te.irs : but amidil fo many untimely deaths, the 
firuatiiJB of him f who feemed likely to fill the throne 
in a lliort time, was inofi. to be lamented. 

The lame fuTpicion which pi evaded at the death of 
Madame, and at that of Maiia-Louiui, Qiiccn of Spain, 
w.is now revived with a fingular virulence. The cxccfs 
of the public grief miglnt idmoil havcexcufed the calum- 
ny, could any thing have done lo. It was a folly to 
fuppofe that any one would have taken off, by a violent 
death, fo many royal perfons and yet have left alive the 
only one that could avenge them. Tlic dileale of w'hich 
the Dauphin of Buigiinciy and his wife and fon died, 
was an epidemical pin pie-fever. I'liis ditlemper dc- 
llroyed more than five hundred perfons in Paris, in the 
fpace of a month. The Duke oi Bourbon, grandfon to 

ter the expiration of fixty years, thefc common reports, fo vague, fo 
iinjiobable, and fo generally dlfcredited, ib not to write Ivllojy ; it 
is to comp Jc at r.indom the moU kandalous falfhood', in order to get 
iDoney. I 'pon w hat foundation has thib writer the impudence to ad* 
vance, in page 2 that the Dutchef, of Burgundy fod to the Prince 
her hu/hand, “ Jf I ^veie dead, would you fill the third tomb of your 
“ family* He makes Louis XlV. and all the Princes and Mini- 
l^ers talk as If he had heard them. There is hardly a pag 6 in the me- 
moirs that 18 not fiiivd with fuch hatefaced lies, ab julHy excite the 
indignation of every honell man. VeUaire. 

* Ihe Uuke of Orl ans, nephew to Louis XIV. and afterwards 
Regent. Triwjlator. 

* lhat ii, would you dIe«for grief ? Uid^ 

the. 
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the Prince of Conclc, the Duke de la Trimoinlle, Ma- 
dame de la Vrillierc, and Madame 'de Liltenai, were 
i'eized with it at Court. The Marquis de Gondrin, Iba 
to the Duke of Antin, died of it in two days. His wife, 
afterwards Countefs of Thouloufe, was at the point of 
death. This difeafe over-ran all France. It carried off 
in Lorrain the eldcit brothers of that Francis, Duke of 
l.oriain, who was deftined to be, one day, Fmperor, 
and to retrieve the Houfe of Aiiftria. 

Mean while it was fufficient that a Phyfician called 
Boudin, a debauched, forward, and ignorant fellow, 
uled the following exprefiion : We do not underftand 

fuch difeafes 'Phis, ,1 fay, was fuflicicnt to take off 
all reftraint from calumny. 

The Prince had a laboratory, and fliidied chemiftry, 
as well as fcveral other arts : this w’as an unanfwerabie 
proof. The clamour of the Public was lb violent, that 
one miift have been a witnefs, in order to believe it. 
Several pamphlets and fome wretched hiftorits of 
Louis XIV. would eternize thcTe fufpicions, did not 
perfons who have had better opportunities of informa- 
rion, take pains to deilroy them. I will venture to fay, 
that as 1 have long been lenfible of the injulf ice of man- 
kind, I have made feveral inquiries to come at the 
truth ; and the following account has been freqwcntly 
repealed tome by the Marquis ele Carfillac, one of the 
molt worthy men in the nation, and intimately connected 
with the lufpe(^t(‘d Prince, of whom lie had al'terwards 
jull icafcMi to complain. Xhe Marquis de Caniliac, 
aniidil all this public clamour, went to vilit him in his 
l^alace. He found him ftretcheJ at full length on the 
‘ground, bathed in tears, and frantic with delpair. His 
chcmill Homberg ran to the Ballilie, to llirrender himlelf 
a prifoner* but no orders had been given to receive him, 
and accordingly he vvas not admitted. The Prince hini- 
fell (who would believe it !j in the excels ot his grief, 
defimd to be taken into cuilod.y, and to have an op- 
portunity of clearing; his innocence by a formal trial ; 
and his mother joined him in demanding this cruM juftk 
%ation. The kttrc-de-cachct was ipade out, but was 

not 



THfe age of LOUIS XIV. 


ioS 

not figned ; and the Marquis dc Canillac alone, amiclf!; 
this general fermehtation, preferved lb much prefence of 
mind as to perceive the dangerous confequenccs of fuch 
a defperate meafure. He prevailed upon the Prince’s 
mother to oppofe this ignominious lettre-de-cachet. The 
Monarch who granted it, and tlie Prince who demanded 
it, were equally^ unhappy 

• The author of the Life of the Duke of Orleans was the firft who 
mentioned thefe Ihocking fufpicions. He was a Jefuit of the name of 
La Motte, the Hme that preached at Rouen againil this Prince, du- 
ring his Regency, and who afterwards took refuge in Holland, undci 
the name ot La Hode. He was acquainted with fome public fads. 
He lays, vol. 1. page i i 2, that the Prince, who was fo unjuftly fufped- 
ed, ollercd to furrender himlelf a prifdncr ; and this is very true. La 
Motte had no opportunity of knowing how M. de Canillac oppofed 
this hep, which was fo injurious to the Prince’s innocence. ^11 the 
other anecdotes he relates are falfe. Reboulet, who copied him, ra;S, 
page 143, vol. VIII. that the yoongeil child of the Duke and Dutch^ 
efs of Burgundy “ was faved by the counterpoifon of Venice.” There 
is no countcr-poifon of Venice that is thus given at random, rhyhe 
knows no general antidotes that cure a ciifeafe tlie caufe of which Is 
unknown. All the llorics which were fpiead abroad in the world at 
that unhappy time, arc no more than a colleclion of popular crrois. 

It is a fallhocd of little confequcnce in the compiler of the Memoir, 
of Madame de Maintenon to fay, that the Duke of Maine was then at 
the point of death. It is a childilli calumny to fay, that the authoi 
of the Age of Louis XIV. rather confirms than deflroys the credit of 
thefe Por es, 

Never was hirtory difgraced with more abfurd faKhoods than there 
are in^ thefe forged memoirs. The author pretends to have wrote 
them in 1753. He takes it into his head to fuppofe that the Duke 
and Dutchefs of Burgundy, and their eldeft fon, died of the fma'h 
pox. He advances this falfhood to give himfdf an opportunity to 
ipeak of inoculation : an experiment that was not tried till the month 
of May 1756. Thus in the fame page we find him fpcaking in I753> 
of what happened in 17^6, 

Learning hath been infeflcd with lb many kinds of defamatory li- 
bels, and the Dutch have publifhcd fo many falfe memoirs and in- 
jurious afperfions on the Government and people, that it is the duty 
of every faithful hiPorian to caution the reader againft the impofturc. 
Voliain* . 


CHAP. 
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Conchfton of the Private Memoirs and Anecdotes, 

L OUIS XIV. concealed his grief from the world, 
and appeared in public as ufiial : but in private 
the fenfibility of fo many misfortunes pierced him to 
the heart, and threw him into convuHions He met 
with all thefe domeftic Ioffes towards the conclufion of 
an iinfuccefsful war, before he was fare of obtaining a 
peace, and at a time wltcn famine had laid the Kingdom 
wafte ; and yet he was never fecn to link under his af~ 
fliftions. 

The remaining part of his life was unhappy. The 
difordered flate of the finances, wliich he was unable to 
remedy, alienated the minds of the people, d'he un- 
bounded confidence he placed in Father Le Tellier, a 
man of too violent paffions, completed the difguft. It 
is very remarkable, that the Public, who freely forgave 
him all his Miflreffes, could never forgive him his Con- 
feffor. He loll, during the lafl three years of his life, 
in the minds of moll of his fubjeds, all the reipefl and 
elleem he had gained by his great and memorable 
adtions. 

Deprived of almoil all his children, his love, which 
was now redoubled to the Duke of Maine and the 
Count of Tliouloufe, his legitimated funs, carried him 
to declare them heirs to the Crown, them and their de- 
feendants, in default of Princes of the Blood, by an 
Fdift that was regiftereti without oppolition in 1714. 
He thus tempered, by the law of nature, the feverity 
of the laws of convention's which deprive children 
born out’of marriage of all right of fucceeditig to their 
lather’s eftate : but Kings dilpenfe wifh this law'. He 

* We mofl: cordially forgive him his foibles, here, or^ account of 
his feelings. TranJJator, 
f Statute Laws. 

Voi. I/. 
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thought he might fafely do for his own blood, what he 
had done in favour of feveral of his fubjeds. Lie ima- 
gined, particularly, that he might mahc the fame cfta- 
blilliment for two of his child! tn, which he liad caufcd 
to be made in Parliament, without op[)orition, tor the 
Ihinces of the Houfe of Lorrain. Me afterwards railed 
them to the fame rank with Piinces ot the blood, in 
1715. The fuit commenced fmee by the Princes of 
the Blood ngaind: the legitimated Princes, is well 
known. The latter prefeivc.l ior thenilelves and their 
children, the honouis conferied upon them by Imuis 
XIV. • but the fate of their pollerity mull depend on 
time, on meric, and on tortiiiK\ 

Louis XIV. was feized, about the middle of Augull, 
in 1715, on liis return irom Marli, with the diie.dic tha: 
brought him to the grave. His legs were iwelicd; a 
moftidcation began to ajvpear. The Karl ot Stair, the 
Lrgiilh Ambahador, laid a wager, accanviing to the 
cullom of his country, that the 1. :n,g would not outlive 
the month of September. 1 lie iJuke ot Orleans, who 
in his journey to Marli had no attendants, had now the 
whole Court about him. An empiric, in tlie laid clays 
of the King’s illnefs, gave him an elixir which recruited 
his ftrength. He ear, and t!ie empiric affirmed he would 
recover. The crouds which birroundcd tiie Duke ot Or- 
leans began to dlrjiiniili apace. Ft the King cats a le- 
cond time,” laid the Duke of Orleans, “ I lhall not have 
“ a fingle pcrlon Idt in my Icve** IKit the difeafe was 
mortal. Meal urcmvrre taken for giving the l^vCgency, with 
an ablolute aiithoi ity, to the Duke ot Orleans. 'I he 
King, Iw lii.s will, wh’ch was dcpofiied with the Parlia- 
mca'c, had left it tohim, undergreat limitations ; or rather, 
liad only apj)oinred him. the head ot aCouncil ot Regency, 
in which he would only have had the calling voice ; and 
yet he laid to him, “ I have preferved to you all the 
“ rights to which you are intitled by your birth The 
^ reafon 

* In tlic Mcimars of Madame dc Malntcnon, vol. V. page 194* it 
is faid, that I.oui:. XI V. inteiulcd to uiakc the Dulic of Maine Licu- 
tcnaiil-O'em ral of the Kingduiii. A nun Ihould be furniilicd with 

authentic 
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reafon was, that he did not believe there was a funda- 
mental law in the Kingdom which gives, during a Mi- 
nority, an abiolutc power to tlie prclumptive heir of 
the Crown. 71iis fupreme authority, which may be 
abufed, is no doubt dangerous ; but a divided one is 
flill more fo. He imagined, that having been fo fairl^.- 
tully obeyed during his life, he would be equally fo af- 
ter his death, not remembering that the will of his fa- 
ther had been violated. 

hvery body knows with what greatnefs of foul he be- 
held the approach of death. He laid to Madame de 
Maintenon, “ I imagin|:d it was more di flic u It to die;’’ 
and to his domeilics, “ Why do you weep? Did you 

think me immortal ?” He gave orders about levcral 
things, and even about his funeral foleminty. Who- 
<wer [kis many wiLnclfcs ot his death, always dies with 
couray^e Louis XHl. in his lafl ili.iel's, kt to mufic 
me Plalm lie, ProfundiSy which was to be lung at his 
iuneral. The fortitude of mind with wliich Louis XIV. 
beheld his end, was divelled of that glare of ollentation 
which tinlelled the rell of his life. He hatl the courage 
(^yen to acknowledge his errors. His fueceiror has al- 
ways kept under his pillow the remarkable words wliich 
tnat Monarch fpoke to him, as he fat up in Ids bed and 
held him in his arms. Thele words are iiot lucli as have 
been rep re fen ted in all former hiltories. I’hc following 
a laitl'dul copy ; 

You aie loon going to be the King of a great King- 
worn. What I would ddelly rerommenu to )ou, is 
never to forget the obligations you owe to God. Re- 
’nember that you are indebted to linn lor evety tldiig 
you are. Lndcavour to prelerve peace wicii your 


.entic piopfs, before be ventures to nJv.ir.cc n t’l'ng of ib exlra- 
w . !ary and impoit.iiu anntu.-'. 'i'lie i'a,wj ej ^laine w 'uU, in 
oaie, have been .iboec the Duke -d Oileaii , v.:\ich would hi\e 
u cried the order of ; and iK-ncc wc iUan iulcr the aiicrtion to 

bis ^ 111‘^^^’ral and invidious icHedion. and the mt^ic fo, us 

■duthV^ plnee here; lor in tlie very next fentence but one, our 
"I'l.: a Louis of any ninoner of o lent itum in this nrtiele. 

' ll.okc w., 2 7,.,. . 
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neighbours. I fiave been too fond of war: in this 
‘‘ do not follow my example, any more than in my too 
cxpenfivc manner of living. Take coiinfel in every 
“ thing, and endeavour to diilinguifli the bed, that 
you may ever purfue it. Relieve your fubjefts as 
“ foon as you can, and do what 1 have been fo unhap- 
‘‘ py as not to be able to do mylblf, &c.” 

'i his fpeech contains nothing of that meannefs of fpi- 
rit which is afenbed to him in fome memoirs. He lias 
been reproached for carrying fome relics about him, 
during the latter years of his life. His fentiments of 
religion were noble and elevated ; but his Confellor, 
who was of a different characler, had fubjebled him to 
fome praftices little confillent with thefe fentiments, and 
nowdiful'ed, in order to kibjefl him the more abfolutclv 
to his direblion : and bofides, thofe relicks which he 
had the weaknefs to bear about him, had been given 
him by Madame Maintenon. 

Though the life and death of Louis XIV. v/ere glo- 
rious, yet was he leJs lamented than he deferved. 1 lie 
love of novelty *, the approach of a Minority, in which 
every one hoped to make his fortune •, thedifpute about 
the Cojtflitution which then exafperated the minds of 
the people j all confpired to make the news of his death 
be received with fomething more than indifference. Wc 
beheld the fame people, who in 1686 had importun- 
ed Heaven with fighs and tears for the recovery nt 
their fick Monarch, follow his funeral procelfion 
with demonffrations of a very different nature f. It 
is related, that the Qtieen, his mother, laid to him 
once, when he was very young, “ My fon, imitate 


hi 


* A Pope's Pull To called, obtained by Louis XIV. a little before 
death, to condemn loi propoiltions of Janfenlfni, exinn^ted 


llj-i V.V^..V4 V ..... , 

fiom I athcr Qucfnclh'. writings. 'I’lie fame Pull is alfo c.allcd Unigen! 
tusy from the hrii word of it. Crebillon the Son is faid to have writ- 
ten I'Ecumoire, Thf Skimmer^ in ridicule of this Decretal, ranjlator* 
f I have feeii little tents fitted upon the road to St, Denis, wheic 
they drank, and fung, and laughed, as the procelfion marched by* 
bl'he feniiments of the Citizens of Paris extended ihemltdves to the 
people at large, d he Jefuit Le Tellier was the caufc of this general joy* 
J heard fome of the ipe^tators fay, that they ought to fet fire to the Je- 
fuit Colic' e. v.'iil. the flambeaux which attended the funeral. V 

‘‘ your 
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your grandfather, and not your*fathcr.” The King 
having allied the reafon ; “ Bccaufe (faid fhe) the peo- 
pie wept at the death of Henry IV. and laindied at 
that of Louis XIIIT 

Not'^ithftanding he has been reproached with littlc- 
nelTes ; with rigour in his zeal anrainft the Janfcniris ; 
with too much haughtincls to toreigii powers in has 
prof[:)erity ; with too great weakneis to Icveral women, 
and too great feverity in pcrfonal concerns ; with wa^s 
undertaken without fufficient reafon-, with the burn- 
ing of the Palatinate, and the perfecution of the Pro- 
teliants; yet his great qualities and his adions being 
plac 'd in tlie fcale, have over balanced his faults. Time, 
which ripens »he opinions of mankind, lias affixed its 
fcai to Ins reputation; and in fpifeot all that has been 
written a/ainll him, his name will never be mentioned 
wit' out relped, or without reviving the idea of an age 
for ever memorable. 

if we confio.er him in his private chara6ler, we fhall 
find him, inde d, too full of his o^vn greatnefs, but 
affable; refufing his mother a fliare in the Adminiffra- 
tion, but performing to her all the duties of a ffn ; 
and obferving the ftritffcft rules of decency and decorum 
in his behaviour to his wife; a good father, a good 
rnaffer, always decent in public, affiduous in the Ca- 
binet, exa6l in the management of liis affairs, thinking 
juilly, fpeaking well, and amiable with dignity. 

I have elfewhcre remarked, that he never fpoke the 
words which have been aferibed to him, when the firff 
Gentleman of the Bed-chamber and the Grand- rnaffer 
ot the Wardrobe were dil'puting about the honour of 
ierving him : What docs it fignify which of my Va- 
“ lets lerve me Such a coarfe expreffion could ne- 
ver be ufed by a man fo polite and fo confidcrate as he 
was, and agreed but ill with what he laid one day to the 
Duke dc la Rochefoucault, when talking of his debts : 
Why do you not fpeak to your friends words of a 

* All this is extrafird from Anecdotes printed amonj; the Mifcel- 
anies of the lame Author, and founded upon this hiftoiy. I oltaire^ 

P 3 very 
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very different rncaninfr, and of great importance too> 
being accompanied' with a prefent of lifty tlioufand 
crowns. 

Nor is it true, that he wrote to the Duke de h 
Rochefoucault : “ I make you niy compliments as your 
lri:r:i\ with regaui to the poll of Grandmoafler of 
“ the Waidrobe, which I give you as your King.’’'' 
1 he Millorians have done him tlie honour ot this letter, 
not rememherif’g iiow very indelicate, and even illbred 
it is to tel) a man whole malUr you arc, that you 
are lo. l irs w- iild be veiy proper, were a love^ 
re gii wriiii'g to a rebellious {ubje^l •, and Henry IV. 
migi.t juitiy enough ha/e la d iuro the Duke of May- 
cnr.c, b.eh'ie fh« ir perleet la conciliation. 

K(ve, Secretary of the Cabinet, wrote the letter , 
but tile king had too much fentiment to fend it. It 
was the lame refinement that made him fupprels the 
pompous ini: ri]:iions which Ciiarj^entier of the Idcnch 
Academy affixed to tlie paintings of J .e Brim, in the 
Gallery of Veiiailks : ‘‘ d'he inert d:bk palfage of tlie 
‘‘ Rhine j the /aw/raafV’/j taking of Valenciennes, &c.” 
The King ihou[fit that the taking of Valenciennes, and 
the pailage of the Rh ne, were more expreffivc. Char- 
pentier was in the right to adorn with inferiptions in 
our own language the monuments of our country * : flat- 
tery alone ipoiled ilie execution. 

Some anfwers and la\ inprs of this Prince have been 
collcfLcd, which arc reducible to a very fmall number. 
It is pretended t’em when he formed the dcfign of abo- 
lilbing Calvinilm in b'rance, belaid, My giandfathcr 
“ loved the Huguenots, and did not fear them ; my fa- 
‘‘ ther loved them not, but feared them; for my part, I 
“ neirlier love lu-r icar them.” 

Having given in 165S, the place of Firft Prefident 
of the Parliament of Pans to M. dc hi l.;amoignon, 
then Maker of Pcrpucifg he faid to him, “ Had I 
‘‘ known a better man, or a more worthy fubjeef, 1 
would have cliokn him,’’ He tiled much the fame 

• See tlic note in page 62, Vol, L ^'janjlaior. 
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^xprcfrion to the Catdinal de Noaillcs, when he gave 
])i;n the Archbifhoprick of Paris, What conflitutes 
tfic merit of this compliment is, that it was true, and 
infpired a principle of virtue. 

{r IS hud, that a foolidi Preacher having one day 
pointed him out at Vcrfailles (a rallincfs that is not al- 
lowable towards a private man, and far Itfs towards a 
King), Louis XIV. conrcntcd himfelf with laying to 
him, “ Father, I like well enough to take my lhare of 
‘‘ a fermon, but do not cliufe to be made the lubjed of 
“ it.” Whether he ufcd this exprelhon or nor, ic may 
let VC as a Icllbn. 

He always exprclTed himfelf nobly, and with preci- 
fion ■, Undying in public to fpeak, as well as to aft, like 
a Sovereign. When the Duke of Anjou was fetting 
out on his journey to afeend the Throne of Spain, he 
hiid to him, in order to mark the union whieli wms lor 
the future to unite the two nations, “ Remember theie 
arc now no Pyrenees *'.” 

Nothing furely can let his chara61:er in ach arer light 
than the tullovving memorial, written entirely with ivs 
own luiiidf. 

“ Kings are frequently obliged to do many things 
“ againit their inclinations, and which ihock chcir na- 
“ tural humanity. I'hey ought to take a plcafuiv in dc- 
“ ing favours, and they are often forced to pun’ Pn, and 
“ even to ruin thole to whom they naturally willi v/dl. 
‘‘ The intcrcl]: of ilic State lliouki be the lirll motive. 
“ They mull force their inclinations : tlicy mull aT, 
“ in every maPer of importance, fo as to have no caule 
to reproach themfelves that they might have clone 
better. But feme private interells prevented me from 
‘‘ following this courfe, and engrolFcd that attention 
which I ought to have emplo\ed in promoting the 
grandeur, the happinefs, and the power ol the State* 
Ther care many ciictimllances taarcreate uneafinefs •, 
‘‘ there are lome lo intricate, that it is ciifficuit lo unra- 

* The mountains which divide France from Spain, Trarjlator. 

'1 It wav depofited in the King’s Library fome }eais ago, Voitatri. 
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vc] them. We have confufed ideas ; and while that 
‘‘ is the cafe, Ave may remain long without coming to 
“ any determination-, but the moment we have formed 
our fcfolurion, and are convinced that it is the belt, 
we ought to carry it into execution. It is this which 
has often given me fuccefs in fcveral of my iinder- 
takings. Idie errors I have com milted, and which 
‘‘ have caufed me infinite pain, have been owing to 
‘‘ complaifance, and to a too ready compliance with 
‘‘ the advice of others. Nothing is fo dange ous as 
‘‘ a weaknefs of this kind, d o be able to command 
others, v/e mull raife ourfclvcs above them ; and ak 
ter having heard the opinions of all parties, we muft 
‘‘ fix upon that wdiich we judge to be belt, without 
“ prejudice or partiality ^ always careful hot to order or 
execute any thmg unworthy ofniiriclves, ot the cha- 
rafter we bear, or of the grandeur of the State. 
“ Princes who have g()od intentions, and fome know- 
led(?e of their own affairs, whether by experience, 
ftudv, or intenfe application to render themfelves 
“ capable, find fo many ways of difeovering their na- 
tural dilpofition, that they ouglit to have a particular 
‘‘ care, and give a general application to every thing. 

We ought conilantiy to be on our guard againfl our- 
“ fdves, our inclinations, and our natural propenfities, 
“ The province of a King is great, noble, and flattering, 
when he finds himfelf w^ell able to perform all thof' 
duties which it obliges ^ but it is not exempted from 
pain, fatigue, and inquietude. Uncertainty ibnie- 
times creates defpair; when, therefore, he has em- 
ployed a realbnable time in examining an afiair, he 
‘‘ ought to come to fome determination, and to purlue 
the courfc which he tliinks moft advilcable^. 

“ When 

* The Al)be Caflel de St. Pierre, author of fevcral fltange per- 
formnnees, in which there are many thinG;s of a philofophical, but 
very few of a,piaftical, nature, has left bcliind him fome Political An- 
raP, from 1658 to 17^59. He, in fcveral places, condemns the Ad- 
ininifliation of Louis XiV. with great /everity, and will not,^ by any 
means, allow him the title of Louis the Great. If by Great he 
means perfect, this title, to ft* fare, doci not belong to him; but 
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« When he labours for the State, he labours for 
« hlmTelf*? the welfare of the one conftituting the glory 
of the other. When the former is great, happy, and 
powerful, he who is the caufe of all thefc advantages 
“ IS glorious, and of conle(|uence ought to enjoy more 
‘‘ than his fubjefts, both on his account and theirs, a 
‘‘ greater fiiare of all that is moft agreeable in life. 
When he has committed an error, he ought to repair 
it as foot! as polllble, and fliould allow no confideration 
‘‘ to hinder him, not even benevolence itfelf. 

In 1671 there died a man who had the poll of Se- 
crerary of State, being charged witli the department 
of foreign affairs. Me was a man of capacity, but 
not without faults. Mo filled that important poll, 
iiowever, with great ability. 

“ I was fome time in conlidcring on whom I fhould 
confer this charge*, and, after mature deliberat.on, 
“ I fu}ipofed tliat a man who had long ferved in the 
‘‘ charaderofan Ambalfador *, was moll likely to fill 
“ it with fuccels. 

I remanded him home; the whole Kingdom ap- 
proved my choice, which is not always the cafe. On 
‘‘ his return, 1 put him in poITefiion of the pofl. I knew 
him only by report, and by the commifTions with 
“ winch 1 had charged him, and which lie had well ex- 
ecuted. But the employment I had now given him, 
was too great and too extenfive for his capacity. I 
have not availed myfelf of all the advantages I might 
lave obtained, and this has always been owing to my 
^ “ complaifancc and good-nature. At lail 1 was obliged 
tO difmils him, becaule all that palled through iiis 
‘‘ hands, lofl- that air of g;randciir and importance which 
ought ever to attend tlie execution of the orders oi a 


Ifom tlic''c memoirs, written wiili the hnnJ of thaf^Monarch, it ap- 
peals that he had as good political principles, at leall, as the Abbe de 
bt. Pit^rre. 

Ihefc memoirs of the Abbe dc St. Pierre have nothing Ciiriou# in 
tlieiTi, except the abfiird perfuafion vvh ch had got pollefiion of his 
niiiu , taut he vyas formed for governing States. ruUairc* 

’ Mv. de Poinpone. 
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King of France*. Had 1 removed him fooner, I AoiilJ 
‘‘ have prevented many of the inconveniencies which 
‘‘ afterwards befel me, and fhould have had no caufc to 
‘‘ reproach myfelf with allowing my indulgence to him 
to hurt the State. Thefe particulais I have thought 
‘‘ proper to mention, in order to confirm the truth of 
what I have advanced above.” 

This precious and hitherto unknown monument will 
ferve to convince poltcrity of the integrity oi: his heart, 
and the greatnefs of his foul. We may even fay, that 
he judges himfelf with too much feverity, and that he 
has no caufe to reproach hiinfelt with regard to Mr. dc 
Pompone, fince the fervices and reputation of that iMi- 
nilter had determined the Prince’s choice, confirmed by 
the general approbation of the Public-, and if he con- 
demns himfelfforhischoiceofMr.de Pompone, who 
at lead had the happinefs to ferve during a gjorious pe- 
riod, what ought he not to objedl to himfelf, with re- 
gard to Mr. de Chamillard, whofe minillry was lb un- 
fortunate, and fo univerfaliy condemned ? 

He had written feveral memoirs of this kind, either 
with a view of keeping an account of his own condiid, 
or for the inflrudlion of the Dauphin Duke of Burgun- 
dy. Thefe refiedions fucceeded the events. He would 
have attained nearer to perfedion, to which he had the 
merit to afpire, had he been able to have formed to 
himfedf a philofophy fuperior to common politics rnd 
prejudices-, a philofophy which, in the courfe of lo 
many centuries, we have feen pradifed by fo few love- 
reigns, and which Kings are very cxcufeable for not 
knowing, fince fo many private perfons are ignorant ot 

itf. . , • 1 I 

The following are a few of the infirudions which he 

gave to his grandfon Philip V. when he was letting out 
I'or Spain. He wrote them in hade, and with a negh- 

• And why not of other Kings, pray.? ^'tanfiator. 
f What a flrange fcnt’.ment is this! A fhtk/ophy fupenor io 
fdttici^ond pejudicfSy being more neccCary to Princes than P!’’ . 
perfons, arc they not, therefore, more incxcufable for being 
in It ? In them ’tis zfradtcal knowledge ; in others, but d, ^ 

Ii:d. p-encs 
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jycnce which difcovers the foul much'’ better than a ftq- 
died difeourfe. We here fee the Father and the King. 

“ Love the Spaniards, and all your fubjc6ls who are 
“ attached to your crown and perfon. J3on’t prefer 
• thole that flatter you mofl: ; elleem fuch as, for the 
“ public good, will run the rifle of difpleafing you. 
Thefe are your true friends. 

“ Promote the happinefs of your fubjefts ; and with 
this view never undertake a war until you are forced 
“ to it, and until you have fully weighed and examined 
the realbns for and againil it in your Council. 

“ Endeavour to reduce; your taxes ; take care of the 
Indies, and of your fleets give great attention to 
commerce, and live in a perfed union with France, 
“ nothing bedng fo advantageous for both kingdoms as 
this alliance, which no power can refill 
“ If you are obliged to make war, put yourfelf at the 
head of your army. 

“ Endeavour to re-eftablifli your troops every where, 
and begin with thofe of E'landers. 

Never neglecl bufmefs for pleafure ; but frame to 
“ yoiirlclf a fort of ceconomy of time, which will allov/ 


you proper intervals both for pleafure and diverfion. 

“ Ot thefe, there are hardly any more innocent than 
hunting, and the pleafures of a coiintry-Iioufe, pro- 
vided you are not too expenfive in your decorations. 
‘‘ Give great attention to bufmefs, when any one 
talks to you on that llibjedt ; hear much at firft, with- 
out making any decifion. 

“ \Vhen once you have acquired more knowkdge, 
remember that it is your province to decide-, but 
whatever experience you may have, be always Hire tq 
hear the opinions and reafoningsof your Council, be- 
fore you come to a determination. 


He was greatly mlllaken in this conjeflure. Maire, 

^ policy ot Spain is to keep itielf detached from ai\y confe- 
France. Every llrength it gives to that Mo- 
weakens its own Empire. Tranjlatorf 


Exert 
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Exert your iitmoft fugacity and penetration, in or. 
d(r to Hnd mm of the greateft abilities, that fo you 
may properly employ them. 

Take care that your Viceroys and Governors be 
always Syaniards. ’ 

“ Treat every body well; never fay a difagrecahb 
thing to any one j but diilinguifh people of qinlitv 
and merit. 

“ Shew the .erateful fenfe you have of the kindnef 
‘‘ of tire late King, and i.f all thofe who liave concur, 
red in ehufing you for his I'uccefJor. 

“ Place great eoniidcnce m Cardinal Porto-Carrcio, 
and let him know how much you are pleafed with liic 
condudl he lias purfued. 

1 think you ought to do fomething confiderahle ki 
‘‘ the Ambafiador who liad the happintfs to i'iVitc yuu 
“ into the Kingdom, and to falute you firfi in the cjirn 
licy of a lubjeci. 

‘‘ Do not forget Bedmar, who is a man of merit, anJ 
is capable ot lerving you. 

“ Place an unreferved confidence in the Duke of 
Ilarcourt : he is a man of capacity and of honoiig 
“ and will never give you any advice but what is tor 
‘‘ your interdh 

“ Keep all the French in order 
“ Ufe your domed ics well, but never admit thein 
into too great a degree of familiarity, and far Icf ot 
confidence. ] .mploy them as long as they behave 
well ; but fend them back on the lealt fault they con> 
mit ; and never lu])port them againft the Spaniaixb. 

“ Biave no intcrcouric with the Queen-Dowager, 

‘‘ fiich as yarn cannot difpcnle with. See that Ihe quit 
“ Ivlarhid ; but let her not go cut of Spain. Wherever 
“ fl'C IS, obleive her condebi:, and never allow her to 
intcTi’ere m any aifaiis of Hate. Sufpefl the fidelity ot 
‘‘ thofe v/Jio have too much intercourle with heg 

Always love your relations : remember the pain it 
“ coil' them to part with you : preferve a conftantintC' 

His houfcheld wa*; compofbd of French, which he had caiig - 
with him, when he went to take nojlclliou of tht kingdom. Trn\P- 

CO”'''' 
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« courfe with them, as well in fmall as in great thing'?. 

All< from us freely whatever you either want or dehre 
« to have, that is not to be had in your own country, 
‘‘ and we will ufe the fame freedom with you. 

‘‘ Never forget that you are a Frenchman, nor what 
may poOlbly befal you. W’lcn you have fee u red the 
“ lucceffion ot Spain by children, vifit your Kingdoms, 
go to Naples and Sicily, pals over to Milan, and come 
“ to Flanders I'his will give you an opportunity of 
“ paying us a vifit. Mean while vifit Catalonia, Arra- 
“ gon, and other places. See what improvements may 
“ be made at Ceuta f, 

“ I'hrow fomc money to the people when you are in 
“ S[)ain, and efpecially when you enter Madrid. 

Don’t feern to be lliocked at the ftrange figures you 
“ may fee. Ridicule nothing: every country has its 
“ particular manners ; and you will be foon familia- 
‘‘ rized to what at hrft miy a])pear molt lurprilng;. 

Avoid, as much as pofTible, the granting of favour-, 
to thofe who give money in order to oota.n tiiem. 
“ Give with diferetion and liberality ; and never receive 
'' any prefants, unlefs they be trifles. If it llaould fome- 
times happen that you are obliged to receive them, 
be always lure, in a few days after, to return more 
“ conficlerablc prefents to thofe wlio gave them. 

“ Have a itrong box, in which you may depofite any 
thing particular, and keep the key of it yourfelf. 

1 lhail conclude with oiieof the moll important advices 
“ 1 can give you Do not lufFcr yourfelf to be governed, 
be mailer yourleit. Have no favourite, nor Prime 
Miniller. Hear and coaiult your Council i but de- 
cide yourfelf. And God, who hath made you a King, 
‘‘ will give yQp degrees of light and knowledge as 

This circuinaance alone may ferve to confouiul the many hif- 
tojians, who, on the faith of fpuiiou^ incniiirs written in Holland, 
mentioned the pretended trcaiv, (li^ncd by Piiilip V. before his 
fparture) by which he ceded to hii yiandfather Flanders and the 
Milanele. 

t A fea-port town of Africa, on the Barbary Coaft, with a good 
our, belonging to Spain. Iiis fituated on the Streights, onpolite 

« arc 
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” are neceffary for you, in proportion to the reftitud* 
“ of your intentions 

Louis XIV. was more remarkable for ajiift and noble 
manner of thinking, than for brilliant Tallies of wit, 
Befides, we do not expeft that a King fliould fay mc^ 
morabie things, but that he iliould do them. What is 
necefiary for every man in power is, that he fhould never 
(uffer any one to leave his prefence difeontented, but to 
render himfelf agreeable to all who approach him. We 
cannot always do kind things, but we can always Ijy 
obliging ones. Louis had acquired this excellent habit, 
Bet^^ een him and his Court there was a perpetual inter- 
change of all the graces that majelly could fhew witliout 
degrading itfelf-, and all the arcs which an engernels to 
ferVe, and a folicitude to pleale, could manifeft w'it!iout 
debafemenc. In the company of women, Specially, he 
difeovered a politenefs and attention which increafecl that 
of his Courtiers ; and with men he never milled an op- 
portunity of faying lucli things as flattered tlicir lelr-love, 
excited emulation, and kft a deep impiefllon on die 
mind. 

One day the DutcheA of Riirgundy, when Hie was 
very young, obfei ving an ( Jin ccr at lupiicr, who was re- 
markably homely, berv^n to ]elt on his uglinAs with 
great freedom, and m a loud voi^'c. “ 1 clunk him, 
“ Madam,’’ faid the l^ing, in a lliil higher key, ‘‘ or.i 
“ of the lundfomeit men in my Kingdom ; for he is cm * 
‘‘ of the braveft.” 


* The Ring of Spain proiite^ by thefe vvaoifome advices ; he wai. 
a virtuoub Prince. 

The author of the Memoirs of M.ul.me de Maintenon, vol. V- 
p. 2CC, ^,.c. acciih ', lOin ot iiavln'T p.irtakfn of “ a fcandalous lupptv 
“ with tlie Piincci^of Urfiiio, the (J,.y after tlie death of his hrll gvik, 
and of having intended V> marry tlmt lady, whutn lie loads with tl »-* 
moll bitter invedives. It rniilt be obterved. that ihc princtfs of Urfme, 
who had been maiSt of honour to thudeceafeJ (gicen, was then in tae 
fixtieth year of her age. Thcfe popular reports, which ought to be 
buried in oblivion, i/ccome calunmies that dcfcivc the niofl fevere 
punilhnient,, when people have the impudence to print them, an 
endeavour to fully tlie luoft refpe^lablt* name without the leaftpr^^^^ • 
Voltaire* 


A Ge- 
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A General Officer, a man of blunt addrefs, and who 
had not polilhed his manners, even in the Court of 
Louis XIV. had loft an arm in an engagement, and was 
making his complaints to the King, who, however, had 
rewarded him as much as the lofs of an arm could be 
recompenfed.^ “ I vvilh,” I'aid he, “ I had loft my other 
“ arm likewife, that I might never ferve your Majefty 

“ more.” “Hbould have been extremely forry for tiiat ” 

replied the King, “ both on your account and m'y 
“ own which Ipeech was follow'ed by the grant of fomc 
f.ivour. fie was lb far from faying dilagreeable thino-s 
Avhich in the mouth of a Prinre arc deadly arrows, that 
he never indulged himfelf even in the moft innocent 
and hannlels railleries, while private men daily ufe the 
nioft fevere and cruel ones. 

lie took plealure and knew how to bear his part in 
ingenious converfations, in impromptus, and agree- 
able longs; and he fotnetimes compofed, extempore, 
little parod.es on the Airs in vogue, fuch as the followincr ’ 

C)* 

Chez nion cadet de frerc, 

Lc Chancclici Serrant 
N’cil pas trop necefiaire; 

Et le i'agc Boifrant 
lid cehii qui fait plairc. 

Obferve my younger brother ; 

With Chancellor Serrant, 

He’s ever in a pother; 

For tis the lage Bojfrant 
He Bill prefers to t’other. 

'Suf. the 

I ^ ^ yeux a beau fe piefenter ; 

'JJ-tot qu’il voit fa chienne, il quitte tout pour die: 

•Ricn ne pent Ihinctcr; 

la chaffe Fappelle. 

His hhniflcrs round him in judgement were fat, 

‘k ciy of the hounds he adjourns the debate. * 

\o the Council adieu, 

When the chace is ih view. 


Thcic 
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Thcfe trifles ferve at leafl to fliew that the amufemejita 
of fancy compofed one of the pleafures of his Court- 
that he partook in thefe avocations ; and that he was as 
capable of living like a private man, as of afting tLc 
great monarch on the theatre of the world. 

His letter to the Archbilhop of Rheims, concerning 
the Marquis de Barbefieux, though wrote in a vciy 
carelefs ftile, does more honour to his charader, than 
the moft ingenious thoughts could have done to his wit. 
He had given this young man the poft ot Secretary at 
War, which had been formerly poflefled by his father, 
the Marquis de Louvois : but being foon diffatisfied 
with the conduft of his new ‘Secretary, he refolvcd to 
correct him, without giving him too great a murtili- 
cation. With this view he applied to his uncle, the 
Archbilhop of Rheims, and defired hinn to advile ins 
nephew, and fhews himfeif a mailer informed of every 
thing, with the tcndernels of a father. 

“ I know, fays he, what I owe to the memory of M 
‘‘ de Louvois* j but if your nephew does not alter ins 
conduft, I fliall be obliged to come to fome refolution 
I fliould be forry for; but there will be a neceflity ior 
it. He has talents ; but does not make a good ufe ot 
them. He fpends too much time in giving entertjirv 
ments to the Princes, inftead of minding bufincfs -, 
he neglefts the public affairs for his pleafures ; lie 
makes the Officers wait too long in his antichainber; 
‘‘ he fpeaks to them with haughtinels, and even fome- 
times with harfhnefs.” 

This is all that I remember of this letter, which I 
once faw in the original. It plainly (hews, that Louis 
XIV. was not governed by his Minifters, as has been 
reported, but that he knew how to govern them. 

He loved praifes ; and it were to be wifhed that Kings 
were more fqrid of them, that they might endeavour to 

^ Thefe words contrndift the infamous calumny of La 
who dared to fay that the Marquis de Louvois imagined Louis _ 
had pouonea him. This letter is probably to be f. 

che manufenpts left by M. Chauvehn, Kcepci of the Seals, 

deferve 
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dcferve them. But Louis XIV. did not always fwallow 
them, when they were too ftrong and exceflive. When 
oLir Academy, which always gave him an account of the 
fubjeft it propol'edfor prizes, fliewed him the following, 
‘‘ Which of all the virtues of the King deferve the 
preference the King blufhed, and would not allow 
the fubjed to be treated of. HefufFcred, it is true, the 
prologues of Quinault; but it was in the height of hi? 
<^lorv> ^ when the intoxication of the people 

was iome apology for his own. Virgil and Horace, from 
oratitude, and Ovid, from a meannefs of fpirit, loaded 
Auguftus with praifes «iore extravagant, and, if we 
confider the proferiptions, much lefs deferved. 

Had Corneille faid to any of the Courtiers in Cardinal 
de Richelieu’s chamber, Tell the Cardinal that I 
underhand poetry better than him,” the Miniftcr 
v/ould never have forgiven him •, and yet this is the very 
thing that Defpreaux faid openly to his Majefty, in a 
difpotc that happened about fome verfes, which the 
King commended, and Defpreaux condemned. He is 
in the right,” faid the King > he underftands the 
“ fubjed better than I do.” 

The Duke de Vendome had in his retinue a perfon 
called Villicrs, one of thofe men of pleafure who make 
a meric of talking with a cynical freedom. He lodged 
at Veriailles in the Duke’s apartment : he was commonly 
called Villiers-Vendome. This man openly condemned 
the tafte of Louis XIV. in mufic, in painting, in archi- 
tefture, in gardening, and in every thing elfe. If the 
King planted a grove, fiirniflied an apaitmcnt, or con- 
‘fl-Tutled a fountain, Villiers iound it to be ill-contrived, 
and cxprelled his difapprobation in very free terms. 

It is Itrange,” faid the King, that illiers fliould have 
“ chofen my houfe to laugh at every thing I do.” Having 
one day met him in the garden, Wclf,” faid he to 
|um, fhewing him one of his new improvements, has 
‘‘ not this the good fortune to pleafe you?” No,” 
Lid Villiers. And yet,” replied the King, ‘‘ tliere are 
« People who arc not.fo difficult.” ‘‘ That may 
^ be,’* rerurned Villiers; “ every one to his fancy.” The 
VoL. II. King 
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King replied, with a finile, It is impoHlblc to pleafc 
‘‘ all the world 

One day Louis XIV. phying at backgammon, had 
a doubtful throw. A difpute arofe, and the Courtiers 
remained in the moll profound filence. The Count de 
Grammont happened to come in. “ Decide this quef. 
‘‘ tion,” faid the King to him. Sire,'" faid the Count, 
‘‘ yOur Majefty is in the wrong.” How!” replied the 
King-, can you pronounce fo peremptorily, before 
“ you know what the queftion is r” “ Becaufe,” faid 
the Count, ‘‘ had the matter been in the leaft doubtful, 
“ all thefe gentlemen herp would have given it for your 
Majehy.” 

The Duke of Antin diftinguifhed himfelf in this npe 
by a fingular art, not of faying flattering things, but ox 
d(dng them. The King went to pals a nipht at Petit- 
bourg f , when he found fault with a long alley of trees, 
which concealed the view of the river. I’he Duke 
caufed them to be cut down in the night. Next morning 
the King was furprifed at not feeing the trees which he 
had objeded to. ‘‘‘ It is,” replied the Duke, becaufe 
your Majeily found fault with them, that you no 
“ longer behold them.” 

We have ellewhcre remarked, that die fame man ob^ 
ferving that a pretty large wood at the end of tlif canal 
of Fontainbleau difpleafed the King, at the minute when 
his Majefty went to take a walk, every thing being reafy 
ior the purpofe, he ordered the trees to be cut down, 
and in a moment they were levelled with the ground, 

• The I'cry becoming eafe and cartiefinefs of temper of Louis XfV. 
in fiich matters, mull Ihew the inconfiltcncy of an article told in fome 
of the french Mtmoiis of thefe times, that Sir John \'anburgh was 
fent to the Baftillc, and remained there five years, for publicly con- 
demning the conftruclion cf Pont-neuf, which was one of the royal 
works. 

It mny be natural to fuppofe that the ICnight lludied architeflurs^ 
during hi^ conlim ment there, for all his edifices bear a refemblance 
to that pi.'ltm—dull, mairy, and heavy, according to the hint 
Stvift/s epitaph upon him : 

“ Lie heavy on him, earth ; for he ^ 

“ Laid many a heavy load on thee.’* 7‘rafi/lator , 
f TheUukc^) country refidcncer. 

Thefe 
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Thefe are the ftrokes of an ingenious Courtier, and not 
of a flattering fycophanr. 

Louis XIV. has been accufed of intolerable pride, 
for fufrenng the bafe of his ftatue in the Place des 
Viftoires to be furrounded with flaves in fetters : but 
neither this ftatue, nor that in the Place Vendome, were 
erefted by him. The ftatue in the Place des Vidoires 
h a monument of the greatnefsof foul and of the grati- 
tude of the firft Marfhal de la-Feuillade to his malter. 
He expended on this ftatue five hundred thoufand 
livres, amounting nearjy to a million of our prefent 
money; and the City added as much more, to render 
the place regular. It feems equally urjuft to impure to 
Louis XtV.. the pride of this ftatue, and to find nothing 
but vanity and flattery in the nia2;nanimity of the 
Marflial. 

Nothing was taken notice of but the foir: flaves, tho* 
they reprefent vices fiibdued, as well as nations con- 
quered *, duelling abolifhed, herJ/ deftroyed, See, for 
I0 the infeription imports. They likewife celebrate the 
junftion of the fea, and the peace ot Nimeguen : ti.ey 
record benefits, rather than the exploits of war. B. fiJes, 
it is an ancient pradicc among Sculptors, to p! i c flaves 
at the feet of the ftatues of Kings. It would be better, 
indeed, to reprefent there iree and happy fubjefts. But 
to conclude, we fee flaves at the feet of the clernenc 
Henry IV. and of Louis XIII. at Paris : we fee them 
at Leghorn under the ftatue of Ferdinand de Medicis, 
who never, fure, enflaved any nation anil we fee tlieni 
at Berlin, under the ftatue of an Eledor who repulled 
the Swedes, but made no conquefts. 

The neighbouiing States of France, and even the 
French themfelves, have with great injufti c made 
Houis XIV. anfwerable for this ufage. I'he infeription, 
immoriali, ‘‘ To the immoual man,’’ has been ac- 
Culed ot idolatry; as if that motto meant any tiling 
immortality of his glory. The inTcriptioii 
u his houfe at. Florence, JSdes d Deo.dul^y 

"dh given by God,” might appear ftill moie 

^ olatrous. It is no more, however, than an allufion to 

0^2 the 
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the furnamc, T)ieii-donney or Deo-datus, and to the verfe 
of Virgil, Dens nobis hxc otia fecit. 

With regard to the llatuc in the Place de Vendume, 
it was ercftcd by the City. The Latin infcriptions, on 
the four Tides of its bafe, contain a more grofs kind of 
flattery than the ftatue in the Place des Vi6toires. We 
there read, that Louis XiV. never took arms but with 
reluftance. To this adulation he Iblemnly gave the lie 
on his death-bed, by words which will be remembered 
longer than thefe inlcriptions, which were unknown to 
him, and produced by the niear\, adulation of fome men 
of letters. 

The King had fet apart the houfes of this fquare for 
a publick library. The place was too large : it had at 
flrd three fides, which were thofe of an immenfe palace, 
of which the. walls were already built, when the cala- 
mities that happened in 1701, obliged the City to build 
private houfes on the ruins of the palace which was 
already begun. Thus the I ouvre was never finiflred, 
and the fountain and thcobclilk, which Colbert intended 
to raife oppofite to the portico of Perrault, never ap- 
peared, but in embryo; the beautiful portico of 
Gervais remained in obfeurity; and moll of the monu- 
ments of Paris fill us only with regret. 

The nation wiflied that Louis XIV. had preferred 
his Louvre and his capital to the Palace of Verfailles, 
which the Duke de Crequi called a favourite without 
pnrit. Pofterity admires with the moll grateful remem- 
brance, the great and noble things he did for the public 
welfare ; but our admiration is mixed with cenfure, 
when we behold all the magnificence and defeds that 
Louis XIV. has introduced into his counrry palace. 

From all we have faid it appears, that Louis 
loved grandelh and glory, in every thing. A Prince 
who fliould perform as great things as Louis XIV. and 
yet be modell and humble, would be the firft of Kings, 
and Louis only the lecond. 

If lie repented, on his death-bed, of having under- 
taken war without juft reafon, it muft be owned tliat he 

did not judge by events ; for^ of all his wars, the moft 

juft 
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juft, and the moft indifpenfible, that in 1701,* was the 
only unfortunate one. 

He had by his marriage, befides the Dauphin, two fons 
and three daughters, who died in their infancy. His 
amours were more fruitful. There were only two of his 
natural children that died in the cradle-, eight of them 
jived, were legitimated, and five of them had pofterity. 
He had likewile, by a lady who lived much with Ma- 
dame de Mon tel pan, a daughter, whom he never ac- 
knowledged, and whom he married to a gentleman near 
ycrfailles, of the name of La Qiieuc. 

Some people fufpeded, and not without reafon, that 
acertainNun, in the Abbey of Morct, was his daughter. 
She was very fwarthy, and rcfembled him in other 
rd'pedlsf. The King, when he placed her in the 
Convent, gave her a jx)rtion of twenty thoufand crowns. 
The opinion die had of her birth, gave her an air of 
pride, of which the Superiors of the Convent complained# 
Madame de Maintenon, m a journey to Fontainblcau, 
went to the Convent of Moret; and, willing to infpirc 
this Nun with more humility, endeavoured to banilh the 
idea that nouriflied her pride. ^ Madam, (faid the Nun 
‘‘ 10 her) the trouble which a lady of your rank takes 
‘‘ to come on purpofe to tell me that 1 am not the 

King’s daughter, fully convinces me that 1 am.” 

This anecdote the Nuns of Moret remember to this 
day. 

Such a detail would be tedious to a philofopher; but 
curiofity, that weaknefs lb incident to mankind, ceafes 
almoll to be one, when it has for its objeds times and 
perfons which attrad the attention of pollerity. 

* It was fo far from being juft, that it derived its immediate fburce 
tfom an open violation of treaties, and his purftiing amcafure whicl> 
ytidoubtedly endangered the liberties of Europe; * S?nollet. 

t The author faw this lady in company with Mr. de Caumartin, 
Intendant ot the Finances, who had a right of entering iiuo the inner 
^psitincnts of the Convent. Vcltatre. 
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C H A P. XXIX. 

0/ the Intenor Government^ ^ujiice^ Commerce^ Tolice^ 
LiiwSy Military Difcipline^ Marine^ 13 c, 

T his juftlce we owe to perfons of a public charafler 
who have done good to the age they have lived m, 
that we fhould view the point from which they have iet 
out, in order to form the better idea of the changes they 
have produced in their country.* Pofterity is tor ever 
indebred to them for the examples they have given, even 
though they fliould be furpafTcd. This juft tribute is 
their only recompence. It is certain that the love of this 
glory an mated Louis XIV. when, beginning to govern 
by himfelf, he had refolved to reform his Kingdom, em- 
bellifh his Court, and perfeft the Arts. 

He not only made it a rule to himfelf to confer re- 
gularly with each of his Minifters, but every man of 
charader might obMin a private audience of him, and 
all cic'zens had a liberty of prefenting their petitions 
and their projeds. The petitions were received at firft by 
a Maftcr cf Requclb, who noted them in the margin, 
and they were atcerwards font to the offices of the Mh 
niftcr^. '1 he projeds were examined in Council, when 
they deferved it, and their authors tvcrc frequently ad^ 
mittCvi todifjuds the points they contained with thcMi^ 
in preftnee gf the King. Thus we fee a coriel- 
pondcnce fubfifting bciwecn the Prince and the people, 
nutwi 'hftanoing his abfolutc power 

Louis XIV. formed and accuftomed himfelf to 
bufincls ; and this labour w'as fo much the more pain- 

* And is the'only method to render abfolute power permanent. 
It confift': in the m(>ie than the He mult be a mere tyro 
in politics, who dees no't know tlTal an armed force, capable of nnif* 
tenng the pec>plc, mult be able nlfo to mailer the Prince. Frequent 
im'lancesof thjs were feen in the decadence of the Roman Empire; 
and the Spahis and janizaries have afdj^dcd examples of it in the Ot- 
tomaft one. Ttranjlatar. 
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ful, him, and as the fedudions of 

plcafure might eafily dillrad him. He wrote the firft 
(lifpatches himfelf to his Ambafiadors. The moft impor- 
tant letters were often afterwards minuted with his own 
hand, and none were written in his name, which be 
did not caufe to be read to him* 

Scarcely had Colbert, after the fall of Fouquet, re- 
cftabliflied order in the Finances, before the King re- 
mitted to his people all the arrears due on tiie impofls, 
from i6c<- 7 to 1656, and elpecially three millions of the 
tailic’*'\ Some other enprmous duties were aboliflied for 
f ve hundred thoufind crowns a-year. Thus the Abbe 
dc Choify feems eitlver to have been very ill-informed, or 
to be guilty of injullice, when he fays that the public 
taxes were not diminiihed •, lor it is certain that 
the load was lefiened by thelc remiflions, though the 
income might have been increafed by good order in the 
(Xconomy of them. 

The care of the farfl Picfidtnt'Bellievrc, afTiffed by the 
liberalities of the Dutchefs cfAiguillon, and feveral 
citizens, had cflablifhed the General Hofpital. The King 
augmented it, and caufed the like edifices to be ereded 
in all the principal towns of the Kingdom. 

The great roads, till that time impaffable, were not 
negledled, and by degrees they have become what thry* 
are now, under the reign of Louis XV. the admiration 
of foreigners. On whatever fide you come out of Paris, 
you travel at prefent from about fifty to fixty leagues, 
a few places excepted, through firm roads bordered with 
tiees. I'he roads made by the ancient Romans were 
tiTorc durable, indeed, but not lb fpacious nor lb beau- 
tiful. 

Colbert’s genius turned chiefly towards commerce, 
'^bich was but weakly cultivated, ancFits grand prin- 
f^iples were not yet fufficiently known. 7 'he Englilh, 
^nd the Dutch flill more, carried on in their own bot- 

La Tailie is a term in the French Finances, which docs not Ce- 
^ particular kind oF inipoft. But it is enough for the purpnfe, 
t at he relieved a grievance upon the people, no matter of what nz* 
wre or denomination it was. Tranjlator, 

0.4 
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toms almoft the whole traffic of France. The Dutch 
efpecially loaded with our mcrchandifcs in our sports, and 
bartered them all over Kurope. I’he King began, fr(;ni 
the year 1662, to exe mpt his fubjefts from an impolt 
called the duty of freight^ which all the veffels ol foreign, 
ers payed 3 and he otherwife enabled them to tranlport 
their commodities themfelvt.s, at lels expence. It was 
then that maritime commerce had its birth, d'he Council 
of Commerce, which Itill fubfiOs, was then eflablilhed, 
and the King prefided in it every fifteenth day. 

Dunkirk and Marfeilles were declared free ports ; and 
foon afterwards this advantage ‘ drew the trade of the 
Levant to Marfeilles, and that of the North to Dunkirk. 

In 1664 was formed a U'ell-India Company, and ihat 
of the Eali'Indies was eftabliffied the fame year. Before 
tfiis time, the luxuries of France had been tributary to 
the induftry of the Dutch. The partifans of the old 
ceconomy *, who were timid, ignoianr, anti of nairow 
views, declaimed m vain againfl a commerce in which 
a continual exchange was made of peimanmt caffi for 
perifhable commodities. Thty did not rdiect tliat thed'e 
mcrchandifes of India, now become neccflary, would be 
more dearly purchafed from foreign importers. \Vc carry 
indeed to the Eaft-Indies more fpecie than we bring 
home from thence ; and by that means Europe is im- 
poveriffied. But this money comes from Peru and 
Mexico j it is the price of our goods carried to Cadiz, and 
tiicre remains more of this caffi in F'rance, than is ex- 
ported to the Eaft Indies. 

1 he King gave more than fix m’llions of onr prefent 
currency ro the Company. He invited rich people to 
embark m it. The (Queens, the Princes, and all the 
Court, furmffied two millions of the coin of that time. 
The fupeiior Courts gave twelve hundred thoufand 
liv e.s ; the Financiers, two millions 3 the Company of 
Merchants, fix hundred and fifty thoul'and livres 3 lo 
that the whole nation feconded their King. 

7 his Company has always fubfifted ; tor though the 
Dutch had taken Pondicherry^ in 1694, and the com- 
merce of the Indies has languiffied from thence, it ro- 

• Parfimony. 
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newed its vigour under the Regency of the Duke of 
Orleans. Pondicherry has become a rival to Batavia ; 
and this India Company, founded with extreme difficul- 
ty by the great Colbert, and re*cftabliffied in our days 
by fingular revolutions, is now become one of the greateft: ' 
refources of the Kingdom. The King likewife ereded 
a Northern Company, in the year 1669: he lodged 
funds in it, as he did in that of the Indies. Hence it is 
very plain, that commerce was then thought no dif- 
grace, when the greateit families interefted themfelves 
in thefe ellabliffimcnts, after the example of the Mo- 
narch. 

The Weft- India Company was no lefs encouraged 
than the others. The King furniflicd tlie tenth part of 
all the funds. 

He granted thirty francs per ton for exportation, and 
forty for importation. All thofe who had veflcls built 
in the ports of the Kingdom, received five livres for 
each ton they contained. 

One cannot forbear being very much furprifed, that 
the Abbe Choify has cenfured thefe eftabliffimencs in his 
Memoirs, which mu ft not be read without fome diffi- 
dence^. We are now fenfible of all that the Min fter 
Colbert did for the benefit of the Kingdom •, but at that 
time \vc were entirely ignorant of it : he laboured for an 
ungrateful people. I'hey were much more di^gufted 
with him at Paris for the luppreffion of certain rents on 
the Town-hoiife, purchafed at a cheap rate fincc the 
year 1656, and for the difcredic into which the Exche- 
*quer Bills tell that were fquandered under the preced- 
ing Minifter, than they were fenfible of the general 
good he did. There were then more cits than good ci- 

Abbe C-aftcl de St. Pierre exprcIPes hinVcir thus, p. 105, 

® his manuferipts intitled Aniiaks Polttiques. “ Colbert, that labo- 
nous Minifter, by negleding the Companies of maritime commerce, 
f he might attend the more to the cultivation of tlu; fpecula- 
But'e arts, took the ftiadow lor the fubftancc.*’ 

ut 0 ert was fo far Irom ncglpftlng maritime commerce, that it 
eftablillied it. No Minifter ever took lefs the ftia- 
I'ubftaiKc, than he did. This is to controvert a truth 
au nowledgedin France, and in all Europe. 

■ Wore was written in AueuH 17i:&. Fo'iare. 



THE AGE OF LOUIS XfV. 


-ru 


tizcns. Few people had any regard to the public advaii, 
tage. It is well known what a falcinating power felf. 
inierefl: has upon the views, and how it contracts the 
mind : I do not fay only the intereft of a merchant, hut 
that of a Company, ant 4 even a City. The rude anfwer 
of a merchant named Hazon, fwIiOj upon being confult. 
cd by this Minifter, told him, “ You have found the 

carriage overfet on one fide, and have overturned it 
“ on the other’^j was flill told and credited when I was 
a young man j and this anecdote is to be met with in Mo- 
reri. ' 

Th« philofophic fpirit, introduced very late into 
France, reformed the prejudices of the people, fo as to 
make them at length do entire juftice to the memory of 
this great man. He had the fame exaftnefs as the Duke 
of Sully, but with views much more cxtenfive. The 
one was acquainted only with oeconomy, but the other 
knew how to form great eftablifhments. Sully, from 
the peace of Vervins, had no other difRculty but to pre* 
ferve an exa6t and ftri6f meafure of ceconomy in the 
State; but Colbert was obliged to find prompt and im- 
menfe refources for the war of 1667, and for thatot 
i6-/2. Henry IV. feconded the oeconomy of Sully; 
but the magnificence of Louis XIV. counterafted thatol 
Colbert. 

Almoil: every thing was either repaired, or created, in 
his time. The reduction of intcrell on the twentieth 


denier, on the loans given to the King and particiilai 
perlbns, was a fcnfible proof of an abundant circuh* 
non in the y^r 1665. He endeavoured both to enrich 
^nd people f ranee. IVIarriage.s in the country were en- 
{ ouraged by an exemption from the taiile^, during the 
Ipace of fiv^years, for fuch as would fettle thenilelves 
af. tiie age of twenty ; and every father of a family who 
had ten children, was exempted for the remainder of 
life,, becaufe he gave more to the State by the labour 
rhe.h, than he could poffibly have done in paying the 
tailie. '] his regulation ought to have continued for 
ever unrcpealcd. 


loom 
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From 1^63 till 1672, each year of this fylinlftry was 
clijlinf uifh -1 by the eftablifliment of fome manufafture 
or The fine cloths, which before had been 

broil from England and Elolland, were fabricated 
in .'ville. The King advanced to the manufaftu- 
rer fo. each working loom, two thoufand livres, befides 
confiderablc gratifications. In the year 1669, about 
fortyTour tboufand and two hundred woollen looms 
were reckoned to be in the Kingdom. The filk manu- 
faetures, then brought to perfedlion, produced a com- 
merce of above fifty mijlions currency of that time ; 
and the pdvantage cln vn from it was not only very 
much above the prime coil of the filk neceffary in 
their fabrication, but the cultivation of mulberry-trees 
foon yit the manufafturers into a condition of difpen- 
fir.g with foreign fili. for the warp * of their ItufFs. 

Frein tiie year 1606 they began to make as fine glafies 
as at Venice, wiiich city had always before firnifhed 
the whole confumption throughout Europe-, and they 
icon made pieces vV' this kind, which, for largenefe and 
beauty, could never be imitated in any other place. 

The carpets of Turkey and Ferfia were furpalTed at; 
the Savonnerief. The tapeflry of Flanders was inferior 
to that of the Gobelins which vaft enclofure fo called, 
was filled at that time with above eight hundred work- 
men; and of thefe, three hundred were lodged in it. 
I'he belf painters had the direction of the work, either 
from their own defigns, or thofe of the ancient mafters 
ot Italy. Within this enclofure of the Gobelins, was 
•alfo made a beautiful kind of Mofaic work and the 
art of marquetry, or inlaying, was carried to its perfec- 
tion. 

Befides this fine manufaftory of tapeftry in the Go- 
belins, another was fet up at Beauvais, ilie firft ma- 
nufafturer had fix hundred workmen in that town ; and 
the King made him a prefent of fixty thoufand livres. 

* Commonly called tlie chain. •Tranjlator, 

t Savonnerje— a place in Paris fo called, from the foap-works for- 
Jnerly carried on there. Hid, 

* Sixteen 
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Sixteen hundred girls were employed in lace-work;, 
and thirty principal workwomen were brought from 
Venice, and two hundred out of f landers, who had 
thirty-fix thoufand livres given them for their encou-’ 
rao^ement. 

"i’he manufaflory of the cloths of Sedan, and that of 
the taoelb-y-hangings of Abuffon. degenerated and fallen 
into decay, were re-eftablilhed. The rich Huffs, in 
which iilk is mixed with gold and filver, were labncat- 
cd at Lyons and Tours with a renewed indullry. 

It is a thing well known, th^t the Minillry purchalKl 
in Ln<Tland the fecret of that ingenious machine by which 
{lockings are made ten times {after than by knitting. 
Tin-plates, ftcel, fine Delft- ware, and Morocco lea- 
ther, which were always brought from abroad, were 
made in France. But the Calvinifts, who poffefi'cd the 
fecret of making tin-plates and fteel, carried it away with 
them, in the year 1686^, and imparted this advantage, 
with feveral others, to foreign nations. . , , , , 

The King every year expended about eight hundred 
thouiand ot our hvres upon the different works ot talle 
which were fabricated in his Kingdom, of which hem.ade 


preients. . . 

Paris was then very different from what it is at pre- 
fent ; for it wanted light, fecurity, and clcanlincls It 
war, neceiffiiy to make provilion lor the continual clean- 
fino- of the iiieet:; ; for lighting of them, which is done 
by^means of ^ooo lamps lighted up every night; .or 
pavinc^ the city quite through, building two new gates, 
repairing the old ones, and cauling a continual guard on 
foot and on horleback to keep watch for the Iccurity o 

the citizens. I'he King look the whole upon himieK. 
allotting funds for tirefe neceffary expences. In loOy, 
he crcaicdTt Magillrate “king care o _ 

J’olicc. The greaieft part ot the large cities ot t P 
did not follow thele examples, till a long time at . 
and none have equalled them : fo that no city is pttveu 
like I'aris ; and Rome itfclt. is not lighted at all. 

* 1 8 

• Upon the revocation of the Edift of Nantes, which wasin 

7 caor, pvery 
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Every thing began to have fo great a tendency to per- 
fedion, that the iecond Lieutenant of Police * that was 
made in Paris, acquired in that poft a reputation which 
“let him in the rank of thofe who have done honour to 
this age; and indeed he was a man who had a capacity 
for every thing. He was afterwards in the Miniftry, 
and he would have made a good General. The place of 
Lieutenant of the Police was below his birth and merit, 
yet it gained him a much greater name than the inconfi- 
derable poft in the Miniftry which he obtained near the 
end of his days. 

Here we ought to obftrve, that M. d’Argenfon was 
by no means the only perfon of the ancient Knighthood, 
who had been in the public magiftracy. France is almoft 
the only country of Europe, where the ancient Nobility 
have often aftumed the long robe. All other 
nations, merely from the remains of Gothic barbarilin, 
are ftili ignorant that -there is a dignity in this 
profefhon. 

The King ftili carried on the buildings at the Louvre, 
St. Germain’s, and Verfaillcs, from the year i66r. Par- 
ticular perfons, after his example, erefted in Paris a 
thouland lupcrb and commodious edifices. Of thefe 
the number was fo increafed, that adjacent to the 
environs of the Palais Royal, and thole of St. Sulpice, 
ijiere were formed in Paris two new towns, very much 
juperior to the old one. It was at this time that they 
invented the magnificent conveniency of coaches adorned 
with glaOcN, and hung upon fprings ; fo that a Citizen 
■ of Paris could convey lumleH' througli this large city 
with more pomp than the firlt Romans displayed in 
^hcir tiiuniphal proceffions to :!ie Capitol. I'his cuftom 
was loon utter received throughout Euroue ; and be- 

novv very common, is no iom/er a niece of 
luxury. V. ^ i 

Louis XIV. had a t dto for architecture, g. i Jeninc:, 
udpture ; and this ihewed itklf in ail liicie to be 


* AI. G’draenfon 
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great and noble From the time that the Comptroller 
General Colbert had, in the year 1664, the dircdion of 
the buildings, which is properly the department of the 
Arts, he applied himfelf to fecond the fcliemes of hij* ** 
mafter f . The firft work undertaken was to finilh the 
Louvre. Francis Manfard, one of the greateft architects 
France ever produced, was fixed upon to conftrud the 
vaft edifices that were projeifled for it. He would not 
undertake this talk, unlefs he had liberty given him to 
rebuild whatever fliould appear to him defedive in the 
execution. This diffidence of himfelf, which might 
have been attended with too givat an expence, was die 
reafon for excluding him. The Chevalier Bernini was 
therefore fent for from Rome, an artift whofe name was 
famous on account of the colonnade which furrounds 
the area of St. Peter’s Church, the equeftrian ftatue of 
Conilantinc, and the Navonne fountain. Equipages 
were furniffied him for his journey. Fie was conducted 
to Paris as a man who came to do honour to France. 
He received, befides five lou’s-d^ors a-day, for the 
eight months that he Raid there, a preient of fifty 
thoufarid crowns, with a penfion of two thoufand more, 


• Voltaire Teems to fet the opinions of M. Villiers-Vcndome, and 
Sir John Vanburgh, at nought, here. See firll Note in page 2^6. 
TranjuUor. 

f 1 he Ab!i St. Piene, in his Annaki Tolifiquesy page 104 of hi* 
manuTcript, Piys, “ That theie things plainly iliew the number ot 
“ tlnggards, as alTo their laftc for lazinefs, which ferves to maiiitai” 
and cherifh other kinds of drones; that this is the condition of the 

** Italian nation, at prefent, where thefe arts are carried to an high 
“ degree of perfedioa; for they arc a poor, lazy, indolent, Vain 
“ people, trccupied about fopperies, 

Thefe rude reflections, wrote in lang'uge equally rude, are void of 
juliice. The tinic in which the Italians fucceeded beft in thefe aittj, 
was under the Mcdicis, while Venice was in its mofi: warlike and 
opulent Hate; iTTtn it was that Italy produced great warriors and 
illuftrious artifts of all kinds. And it was alfo in the flourifiiing 
yeart of Louis XIV. that the Arts have been carried to tti 
perfcCVion, 'I he Abbe St. Pierre has miiUken a great n 
things, and has given grounds for regretting that his judgment has 
not Sways feconded his good intentions. 
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and one of five hundred for his fon *1 This generofity 
of Louis XIV. to Bernini, was much greater than the 
munificence of Francis I. to Raphael. Bernini, by \^ay 
of acknowledgment, made fince at Rome the equeftriaii 
' ftatue of the King which is to be feen at Verfailles, 
But when he came to Paris with fo much parade, as the 
only perfon worthy of being employed by Louis XIV. 
he was very much furprifed to fee the defign of the 
front of the Louvre on the fide of St.; Germain- 
TAuxerrois, which foon after, when executed, became 
one of the moll auguft monuments of architeCLurc in 
the world. Claude Pefrault had given this defign, 
which was executed by Louis le Vau and d’Orbay. He 
invented the machines with which the Hones of fifty-two 
feet in length were raifed, that form the pediment of 
this majeftic edifice. Sometimes there is fetched from 
afar what is to be met with at home. No palace of 
Rome has an entrance comparable to that of the Louvre, 
for which we are indebted to this Perraultf, whom 
Boileau has attempted to render ridiculous. I'ravelkrs 
allow that the molt celebrated villas of Italy are much 
inferior to the fingle Caftie of Maifons, which Francis 
Manfard had built at fo little expence. Bernini was 
magnificently recompenfed, but did not deferve it> he 
only gave defigns, which were not executed. 

dhe King, v/hile the works at the Louvre were 
carrying on, the completion of which Vvas lb much 
defired ; while he was making a town at Verfailles, near 
this palace, which lias colt lo many millions ; while 
building Trianon and Marii, and ordering fo many 
ocher edifices to be embelliflied j caufed the Obiervatory 

iyLnfard’s reparations could fcarccly have coft fo much as thefc 
gratiiitics, bclidcs keeping the money in the Kingdom. Trarjhtor, 
t oinude i'eriMuIt was a Member of tlie Royal at Pads, 

and bred a Pliyfician, though he did notpuctit'e that art. Ik made 
^onie noble defigns in architeijlurc, and was allov\cd to Lc a man of 
pnius by all the woild but Boileau, who, fioin private pique, 
tas atiiized both him and his brother Charles; a \vani*of\ indour 
greatly detracts from the merit of his genius. 


to 
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to be erected, which was begun in 1666, after the time 
that he eftablilhed the Academy of Sciences, But the 
moft glorious monument, for its utility, grandeur, and 
the difficulties encountered in the execution, was the 
Canal of Languedoc, which joins the two feas, and falls 
into the port of Cette, conftrudted for the receiving of 
its waters. Thefe works were begun in the year 1664, 
and continued without interruption till 1681. 

The founding of the Hofpiral of Invalids, and the 
Chapel of that ftrudure, the fineft in Paris • the efl:a> 
blifliment of St. Cyr, the laft of fo great a number of 
works conftruded by this Monarch; are alone fufficient 
to render his name revered. Four * thoiifand foldiers, 
and a great number of Officers, who find in one of thefe 
grand afylums comfort in their old age, and relief for 
their wounds and wants ; two hundred and fifty 
daughters of Noblemen, who receive an education 
worthy of them, in the other ; are fo many voices that 
celebrate the praifes ot I.ouis XIV. The eftablifliment 
of St. Cyr will be furpaffed by that which Louis XV. has 
juit formed for the education of five hundred Gentle- 
men ; but fo far from caufing St. Cyr to be forgotten, 
it will caiife it to be the more remembered. This will 
be but the art of doing good brought to perfedion. 

Louis XIV. was at the fame time dcfirous to perforin 
greater things, and thofe of more general utility, but 
more difficult in the execution; and that was to reform 
the laws. In this labour he employed the Chancellor 
Seguier, Lamoignon, I'alon, Bignon, and more efpe- 
cially the Counltdior of State, Puffort. He himfelf 
fomecimes affiified at their aficmblies. The year 1667 
was at the lame time the epocha of his firll laws, and 
firft conquers. I'he civil ordonnance appeared firffi ; 
next the code of the waters and forefis ; then the ftatutts 
for all the n^ianufaftures ; the criminal ordonnance ; 
die code of commerce, and that of the marine. All 

* The Abbe dc St. Pierre cenfures that ellabHiIjmcnt which almoft 
every nation has imitated, yoltuirs. , 

thefe 
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thefe followed nearly one year after another. There 
was likewifeanew jurifprudence eflabliflied in favour 
of the negroes of our Colonies *, a race of men who had 
. not yet enjoyed the comni6n rights of humanity. 

A profound knowledge in the law is not to be 
acquired by a Sovereign. But the King was acquainted 
with thfe principal ftatutes; hepoffeffed the fpirit of therh, 
and knew how either to maintain or mitigate them, 
properly. He often decided the caufes of his fabje6fs, 
not only in the councils of the Secretaries of State, but 
in that called the Confeil des Parties. There are two 
celebrated determinations of his, in which he decided 
againft Iiimfelf. 

In the fird, wdiich was given in 1680, the cafe was in 
a procefs between him and certain inhabitants of Paris, 
who had built upon his ground. He decided, that the 
houlcs fiould remain to them, with the land belonging 
10 liimfeif, which he ceded to them. 

The other related to a Perfian merchant, called Rou- 
pli, whofe goods had been feized by the Commiflaries 
of his Revenue in the year 1687. His decifion was, that 
all Ihould be reftored to him, and the King added a pre- 
fent of three thoufand crowns. Roupli carried his ad* 
miiat’on and gratitude with him into his own country j 
and when Mehemet Rizabeg w^aS afterwards at Paris, 
wc found him acquainted with this faff by common re- 
port 

The abolition of duels was one of the greateft fer Vices 
he did to his country. Thefe combats had been for- 
n^erly authonfed even by the Parliament and by the 
Church ; and though they had been prohib.tcd, from the 
time of Henry IV, yet this fatal cuttom prevailed lliil 
more than ever. 1 he famous combat of the I a Frettes, 
four againft four, in 1663, that which determined 
Louis XIV. not to pardon it any longelT His happy 
leverity corrected, ty degrees, our own nation, and even 


fi-ft are very imperfectly rclatecf; for in the 

1 cafe, the King appears rather to have acted gcncrouUy, than 
h fccond, it is not faid whether the Coinmilfaries 

^ r fcrfian's goods, or not. Tuwjlator. 

VOL. II. 
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the neighbouring nations, who conformed themfelves to 
our wife cuftoms, after having adopted our bad ones 
There are in Europe a hundred times fewer duels at this 
dav, than in the time of Louis XIII. 

He was the legiflator both of his people and of his 
armies. It was ftrangc, that, before his time, uniforms 
among the troops wus a thing not known. It -was he 
who in the firll year of his adminiftration ordered, that 
each regiment (hould be diibnguinicd, either by the 
colour of rheir cluthes, or by different marks ; a regu- 
lation w hich was adopted f )ori after by all nations. Jt 
was he f alfo who inlututcd the Brigadiers, and put the 
cerp.s of which the lloufliold-rroop.s of the King are 
f M med, ii])on the footing they are on at prefent. He 
formed a company of Mufqueteers out of the guards of 
Cardinal Mazarin, and fixed at five hundred men the 
number of the two companies, to which he gave the 
clothing they Hill retain. 

Under him were made no Confiables, and, after the 
death of tlie Duke d’Epernon, no Colonel-Generals of 
the Inlantiy • thofe were become too much nialters : 
this lie would have himfelf to be ; and fo he ought. Mar- 
Ihal Gr ammong who was only Colonel of Horfe of the 
f'lench Cniaids u:’d r the Duke d’Epernon, and took 
(>rders from ttiat CVJcr.cl General, for the futuie took 
them only from the King, and was thefirft who liad the 
title of Colonel of the Guaids. He hTufelt inllalled 
th(de Colonels at the head of their regiments, by giving 
them, with h s own hands, a gilt gorgr^t and pike, and 
afterwards a fponroon, or a kmd of half-pike, when the 
life of the former weapon was aboliflied. He inftituted 
the grenadiers, at firll to the number of four in each 
company of the King’s regiment, which is of his own 
creation ; afcei wards he formed a comj^any of grenadiers 
in each regiiiTTiit of foot ; he gave two companies of them 
to the French Guards, which at preh nc hav^e three. He 
very much augmented the corps ot dragoons, and gave 

f The Abbe de St. Pierre, in hi*? Annals, TperAs only of this inUp 
tution of Brij^ndiers and forgets all ihai Louis XIV. did for the ini- 
i.Uiy dilcapiine. l^ohairc, 

them 
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them a Colonel-General. We muft not forget the efta- 
blifhmentof ftud‘5 for breeding horfes, in the year 1667, 
vvhicb had been quite negledled before that time, and 
•were afterwards a great refource for remounting the ca- 
valry. This important refource has been (ince too much 
negleftcd. 

The ufe of the bayonet at the end of the mufket, is 
an inftitution of the King’s. Before his rime it was ufcd 
occafionally, and fome companies only had this weapon-, 
there was no uniform ufage nor exercife with it : all was 
left to the General’s difcredon. The pike was looked 
upon as the molt formidable weapon. 1 he firft regi- 
ment which had bayonets, and was trained to this exer- 
cife, was that of the Fufilecrs, eftablilhed in the year 
167 [. 

The manner in which the artillery is now ferved, is en- 
tirely owing to him. He founded fchools for this pur- 
pofe at Douay, afterwards at Metz and Strafburg; and 
the regiment of artillery was at length iilled with Officers, 
almolt all of them capable of conducing a ficge. All 
the magazines of the Kingdom were Itored, and every 
year furnifhed with eight hundred thoufand weight of 
powder. He formed a regiment of bombardiers, and 
one of huffiirs, which, before his time, were known 
only among our enemies. 

In 1688, he eilabliflied thirty rogirr.cnts of militia, 
furnifliied and equipped by the Communities. Thefe 
:orps of militia exercifcd themfelves m war, without 
legle^fing the cultivation of the lands. 

Companies of C.idcts weie entertained in mod parts of 
:he trontiers; there they learned the mathematics, de- 
igning, and all the exccifes, and did alio the duty of 
oldiers. This inftitution laited ten years. At length, 
hey were tired of iheie youths, as it was tof^diifficult a 
natter to difciplmc themj but the corps of Engineers 
vhich the Kmg tormeU, and to which he gave fhe regu- 
ittions ftill followed by them, is an eftabliftiment that 
laft for ever. Under him the art of foriilication was 
R-2 carried 
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carried to perfeftion by Marfhal Vauban * and his pu, 
pll$, who furpafled Count. Pagan f. He conftrufted or 
repaired an hundred and fifty fortified places. 

In order to maintain military difcipline, he created " 
Infpeftors General, and afterwards Dire6lors,who gave an 
account of the ftatc of the troops; and from their reports 
it was feen whether the Commifiaries of War had done 
their duty. 

He inftituted the Order of St. Louis, an honourable 
recompence, often courted more than fortune. The 
Hotel of Invalids crowned the. cares which he took for 
meriting to be well ferved. 

It was owing to fuch cares as thefe, that from the year 
1672 he had an hundred and fourfeore thoufand regular 
troops ; and that by augmenting his forces in proportion 
as the number and power of his enemies increafed, he 
had at length to the amount of four hundred and fifty 
thoufand men in arms, including the troops of the 
marine. 

Before his time, no fuch numerous armies had been 
lever feen. His enemies oppofed him with armies of equal 
force, though there was not fo clofe an union among 
them. He Ihewed what France alone could do ; and he 
had always either great fuccefs, or great refources. 

He was the firft who, in time of peace, gave a perfed: 
idea and complete IciTon of war. In 1698 he aflemblcd 
at Compeigne feventy thoufand men, where he perform- 
ed all the operations of a campaign ; and this was In or- 
def to inftrudi his threegrandfons. But luxury rendered 
this military fc liool a fumptuous feftival. 

The fame attention which he Ihewed in forming oi 


• Anthony le Pre.'re, Chevalier Count de Vauban, is fo well known 
as the grcarv»4^ngiricer of his time (U Cohorn does not cojitc!* tliat 
pre-eminence) that we need not dwell upon the particulars oi ns 
charadter. hmollet. 

See the note under the article Vauban, in the Catalogue of the 
French Writers, Tranjlator. 

f He was a diftingujfhed Engineer, and wrote a celebrated treatnS 
on fortification, from the mathcmii'tical principles of which all fubh> 
quer.t improvements have been deduced. He was cotemporaty 
Vauban, but greatly his fenior. Ibid, 
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numerous and well-difciplined land-avmies, even before 
he was engaged in any war, he likewife exerted in ac- 
quiring the empire ot the fea. Firft, the few veffels 
which Cardinal Mazarin had fufFered to rot in the har- 
bours, were repaired; fome others were bought in Holr 
land and Sweden f and after the third year of his govern- 
ment, he fent his maritime forces to make an attempt 
at Gigeri,on the coaft of Africa. The Duke of Beaufort 
cleared the fea of pirates, in the year 1665 and twq 
years after, France had in its ports fixty lliips of war. 

This was only a beginning. But whilft new regula- 
tions and new efforts were making, he already feels all 
his force. He was unwilling to confent that his fhips 
fliould ftrlke their dag to that of England, The Coun- 
'cii of King Charles II. in vain infiited upon this right, 
which force, induftry, and time, liad given to the Eng- 
Mh. Louis XIV. writes thus to the Count d'Eflradc, 
his Ambalfador : “ The King of England and his 
“ Chancellor may fee what my forces are ; t)ut they do 
“ not lee my heart. I fet every thing at nought in com- 
‘‘ parifon with my honour.’* 

He faid no more than what he, was refolved to main- 
tain ; and, in fadf, the ufurpation of the Englilh gave 
v/ay to natural right and the firmnefs of Louis XIV, 
Every thing was equal between thefc two nations at fea. 
But, while he would have an equality kept up with Eng- 
land, he miiaLains liis fuperiority over Spain. He 
obliges the Spanifli Admirals to ftrike to his flag, by 
Virtue of the folemn precedency agreed upon in 1662 
Pains, however, were ufed on all Tides for the efta- 
blifliment of a marine capable of juftifyingfuch haughty 
ientiments. The town and port of Rochfort were built 
the mouth ot the Charente. Sailors \yere enrolled and 
ranked by dalles, who were to ferve at one time in mer- 
chant iliips, and at another in the royak^iwy ; and 
there were jbon found to be fixty thoufand of thefe, adu- 
ally regiltered. 

Councils of conftruftion were eftablifhed in^the ports, 

* See Chap. VJI. page 95, Voh L 
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for giving vcflels the mofl: pmmodioiis form. Five rna-- 
rine arfenals were built ar Rreft, Rochfort, Toulon, Dun- 
kirk, and Havre de Grace. In 1672, there were fixty 
Ihips of the bne, and fo^ry fri ,ares. In the year 1681, 
an hundred and ninety- ight fhips of war, including the 
tenders, and tni 'y galf ys, were in the harbour of Tou- 
lon, either equipped, or ready to be lb. Eleven thou- 
fand regular troops ferved on board the fhips ; and the 
galleys had three thoufand. There were an hundred and 
fix»y thoufand men regifered by daffes, for all the dif- 
ferent ferv’ces of the marine. The following year^' there 
were reckoned to be in thefervice a thoufand gentlemen, 
or young men of family, doing the duty of foldiers on 
board thefli’ps, and learning in the poits whatever might 
qualify them for the art of navigation and the working 
of a fhip : tlK-fe uere the Marine Guards; they were upon 
fea what the C'adets were u])on land; and were infliciitcd 
in the year 1672, bur in fmall numbers. This corps has 
been the fchool which hns produced the beft Officers for 
the lervice oi the navy. 

There had not been yet any Marfhals of France in the 
corps of tire marine ; -and this evinces how this effcntial 
part of the forces oT i ranee had b^en negleftcd. John 
d’Eftice was the hi ft Marfhal, in 1681. It appears, that 
one of the great objects of artent on in I ouis XIV. was 
to infpire all ranks w th that emulation without which 
every thing ianguimes. 

In all the naval ngirts m which the French fleers were 
engaged, the advantage was Iways on their fi le, id' die 
baffle cf Li 1 logue, 1111692, vvlvn • he Loiini dc 'fonr- 
ville, following the ordeiS of rhcC(-urr, aitacke. • 
forty-tour fail a rl.et ofn nety bugldh aiu. Duich ihip.*^. 

I heiv was no flan, dog agaiofi; numbers : iotirteen capital 
ffiij s of tfie fii'jf-ra c were loft ^ whicli bciig run a- 
ground, r, left they fliould fall i: to rhe hinds 
of the enemy. No w.fhdanding this cheek, the maritime 
force was ftiii prefeived ; but it declined in the war 
fe>r the Svicceffion CardinalFleury ncglcc^ted it fince, 

* 1 he fucceibori Spauiili Monarchy. anjluior^ 
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during the leifure of a happy peace, the ,only favourable 
opportunity of re-eftablifhing it. 

Thefe naval forces were of ufe to proteft commerce. 
The Colonies of Martiniio, St. Domingo, and Canada, 
before in a languifliing condition, now fiourifned ; and 
with an advantage which till then had not been hoped 
for; for, from the year 1635 to 1665, thefe Colonies 
had been an expence to the State. 

In 1664, tlieKiug fent a Colony to Cayenne, and foon 
after another to Madagafcar. He tried all methods for 
repairing the lofs and misfortune which France had la- 
boured under for a long time by negleding the fea, 
whilft her neighbours had ereded empires for themfelves 
at the extremities of the earth. 

From tiv.s fingle retrofped, we feew'hat changes Louis 
XIV. had introduced into the State ; changes extren;eiy 
advantageous, as they Hill fubfill. His Minifters had an 
emulation among themfelves who Ihould fecond iiirn 
bed. The whole detail, the whole execution, was un- 
doubtedly owing to them, but the general arrangement 
tohimfelf. It is certain, that the Magillrates would not 
have reformed the 'aws ; the finances would not have 
been reftored again to order ; difeipline introduced into 
the armies ; a general police into the kingdom ; that 
there would have been no fleets -, the arts would not 
have been encouraged.; and all this in concert, and at 
the fame time, with perfeverance, and under different 
iMinilters, if there had not been found a mafter who had 
in general all thefe grand views, with a will determined 
to accomplifli them. 

Fie did not feparate his own glory from the advantage 
of France, nor look upon the Kingdom with the fame 
eye as a Lord does upon his lands, from which he drains 
all he can, that he may live luxurioufly. Every K ng 
who loves glory, loves the public good ...-44rhad no 
longer Colbert and Louvois, when, towards the year 
1698, he ordered, with a view to the inllrudlion of the 
I^uke of Burgundy, that each Intendanc Ihogld give a 
circumftantial delcriptionof his refpedtive Province ; by 
^hich means an exail account might be obtained of the 
R 4 Kingd.p), 
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Kingdom, and the^true number cf its inhabitants afcer- 
rained. The work was ufekil, though all the Intendants 
had not the capacity and attention of M. de Laimognon 
deBAvillc. Had :he views of the King been fo fully 
anlwered, with regard to each Province, as they had been 
by this Magilfrate in the enumeration of the people of 
Languedoc, this colleftion of meino.rs would have been 
one of the nobleft monuments of the age. Some of them 
are well done ; but a plan v/as wanting, by which allthe 
Intendants v.ere to be fub;eftcd to the faipe order. It 
had been a thing much to be defined, that each had given, 
in columns, a Hate of the number of inhabitants in every 
Province, alfo that of the nobles, citizens, labourers, ar- 
tificers, vorks of art, the beafts of every fort, the good, 
middling, and bad lands, the whole clergy, regular and 
fecular, their revenues, wiihthofeof the towns and com- 
munities. 

All thefe objefts are confounded in the greateft part of 
the memoTs wh’-ch have been given : the matters in 
them are not canvafied thoroughly, and are done with 
little exaefnefs. One is often obhged to feek with labour 
for the proper lights he wants, and which a Minitter 
ought 'to find ready at hand, and perceive by a fingk- 
glance, that he mayeafily diilover the force s, the wants, 
and the ref 'ur.es. The projedl was excellent, and an 
uniform execution of it would have been of the greatell 
utility. 

This then in general is what Louis XiV. dhl and at- 
tempted, that he might render his own nation more flou- 
rilhing. It feems to me, that one cannot behold all 
thefe labours and all thefe efforts without fome acknow- 
ledgment, and being animatal with the love of the 
public good, which inlpirtd them. Let us but reprefent 
to ou felves what the ftate of the Kingdom was in the 
da)s of t-ha what it is at prelent. Loui' XlV* 
did more good to his nation, than twenty of his predecel- 
fors put together, and yet it falls infinitely fliorc of whaf: 
might have been done. The war, which was ended by 
tnc peace: of Ryfwick, began jhe ruin of that commerce 

which 
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^hich his Minifter Colbert had eftablijhed, and the War 
of the Succeffion completed it. 

Had he employed for the embellifliment of Paris and 
finiihing the Louvre, thofe immenfe fums expended on 
» the aquedufts and the works of Maintenon for conveying 
of water to Verfailles — works left unfinilhed and become 
ulelefs ; had he laid out at Paris the fifth part of what 
it coft to force Nature at Verfailles *, Pans would be, 
throughout its whole extent, as beautiful as it is on the 
fide of the Xtulleries and the Pont-Royal, and would 
have been the moft magnificent city in the world. 

It was a great work to have reformed the laws ^ but chi- 
cane could not be crufh(?d by juftice. The Government 
once thought of making jurifprudence uniform : it is fo 
already in criminal matters, in thofe of commerce, and 
in the forms of procefs ^ it might he fo likewife in the 
laws which regulate the property of the lubjedt:. It is a 
great inconvenience, that the fiime tribunal has more than 
an hundred different cuftoms to give decifions upon. 
The rights of lands, either equivocal or burthcniome, or 
which clog fociety, (till continue, as the remains of the 
feudal governn^nt, which itfelf fubfiits no longer. Thefe 
are the rubbifh of a Gothic building fallen to ruins. 

Not that it is pretended the difterent orders of the 
State ought to be fubjefted to the lame law ; for we 


are very fcnfible, that the ufages of the noblefie, the 
clergy, the magiflrates, and thole who tdl the loil, fliould 
be differenr. But it is undoubtedly to be wiflicd for, 
that each order fliould have its unirorm law throughout 
the Kingdom, that what is jult and true in Cliampagne, 
may not be looked upon as unjuft and falfe in Nor- 
mandy. Uniformiry in all forts of Adminiilrat.ons is a 
periebtion •, but the difficulties' of this great work have 
deterred from the attempt. 

Louis XIV. might have more cafily d with 

the dangerous relburce of the Farmers of the revenues, to 
which he was compelled by the-conftant anticipation of 
ms revenues, as may be leen in the Chapiter of the 
finances. 


Had 
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Hnd he nor believed that he was fufficiently able 
'merely by his own 'authority, to oblige a million of men 
to change then France had not Joll io many 

lubjMs ^ This coiiiury, however, notwiihliandin^y i^s 
various fhocks and lofiFs is at prefent the mod fouHih 
ing on the face of the earrh f; becaufe all the fmod 
which Louis XIV did, is fthl fubfifting ; and the evil 
wdiich it was ddficult for him to avoid in turbulent 
times, has [:een repaired. In fine, Pofterity, who pafiis 
judgment on Kb gs, and whofc opinions they ouo|,t ah 
ways to have belore iheireves, wi l allow, upon weio-h, 
ingth.e virtues and foibles ol this Monarch, that thomoh 
he had been too much prailcd 'in h s liT-time, he (fe- 
icrvcd to be fo for ever; and thar he was worthy of the 
ilatue ereclcd to him at l\T)ntpeiier, with a Latin in- 
fenpnon to this > ff Ct : L(Aiis the Great, after his 

death.’' Don I’llans, aTolitici t), w o fias written on 
the finances and l!.c .om-ncice of Spa rg < alls Louis XIV. 
uf: honme f rodioieux^ an afiv)nifhii> • tiMn." 

All th hinges whi- h we havejult n<w fen pointed 
out in the g- ve; nment, and in ali the orde s of the State, 
muil necdLnl; hav^' produced a V' • v co'Tiderahle one 
in the manners of tin people. I'he ipint of fadion, 
fury, and rebellion, which pGff'fiTed i he nation from the 
time of Franc, s II. became a '.pint m emuLtion tor 
ferving the Prin- c. The Lo'Js who poflcfiTcd great 
edates, being no longer can’oned J up >n them, and the 
Ciovernors ot ih'ovintcs having no longer any important 
pods to bedow, each individual duelled to deferve no 
otlier faveairs than thodof tlu- Sovereign , and the State 
became one regular whole, every line of wliich terminat- 
ed in the center. 

* See the Chapter of Cnlvlnifm. Freveh Note, 

I "I hj'.*^^. 4 T^l]crtion to which no Eritifh ful)jci5l will fubferibe. 

I i \'t merUiin^ of this expreflion is, that they were not then rcfi- 
e. ii: upon them, jis luimerly, and confequently poll'efied not tliat 
li' ay and iidiucnce in th'- Frovincts, which might render them too 
j'o’vcjiul i^ the State, and too ftrong oppofers of dcfpotifm.— — ' 

/ rafijlutor. 

This 
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This was what faved the Court from fadions and, 
confpiracies, which had troubled the State during lb 
many years. Under the adminiftration of Louis XIV. 
there was but one plot, in 1674, which was contrived 
by La Triiaumont, a gentleman of Norman dy ruined by 
debauchery and debt: he was joined by one of the 
houle of Rohan, Great Huntfman ot France a man of 
much courage, but little condu6L The haughtinefs 
and harlhnels of the Marquis de Louvois had provoked 
him to luch a degree, that on quitting his audience he 
ran foaming and frantic to Monfieur de Caumartin, and 
throwing himfelf upon ^ couch, “ It mufl be,” la d he, 
“ that this - — Louvois or I fhould d'c.” Caumar- 
tin regarded this only as a fudden tranfport of refent- 
meat, which might fubfide •, but the next day, this fiime 
young man afleing him whether he thouglit the people 
of Normandy were well affedted to Government, he 
began to fufpeft fome dangerous defign to be in agi- 
tation. “ The days of the Fronde,” replied he, are 
“ over; fo, believe me, that you will only lacrifice 
“ yourlelf, and nobody will have any compaflion for 
“ you.” The young man believed him not, and 
ralhiy engaged in the conlpiracy of La Truaumont. In 
this plot were concerned only the Chevalier dc Treaux, 
nephew to La Truaumont, who, feduced by his uncle, 
alio reduced his miftrels, the Marchionefs de Villiers. 
I'heir aim and hopes neither were, nor could be, to 
lorm a party in the Kingdom. Tney only intended 
to fell and deliver up Qiiiilebeuf to the Dutch, and 
introduce the enemy into Normandy. I'his was ratlier 
a l)afe trealbn, ill-planned, than a coi fpiracy. The 
pundhment of all the criminals was t!ie only event 
which this mad and fuiitlds atfair produced., of which 
there is hardly at prefent any remembrance le ft. 

If there were any feditions in the TruVInccs, they 
were only leebie tumults of the people, wnich were 
e.dily reprefied. Even the Huguenots were always 
quiet, till the time that then* chuiciics v\cre dcTnoliflicd. 

* Called the Mailer of the Buckhounds, 

At 
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At length the Kieig fuccceded fo far as to make, out 
hf a n non till then turbulent, a peaceable pcoi^le 
v,’ho were dangeious only to the enemy, after havjno- 
been fo to their Princes for above an hundred years. 
Their manners became civilized, without abating their 
courage. 

I'he houfes v/hich the nobility built, or bought, in 
Paris, and their ladies who lived there with dignity, 
formed fchools of poiitenefs, which drew by degrees 
the young people Irom that tuvern-life which had 
been tlie prevailing mode for a long t me before, and 
only fervmd to encourage a frontlcfs debauchery. 

depend on furh triffes, that the culloni of 
riding on horfeback in Paris, kept up a dilpofition for 
qu.uiels, which ceaicci as foon as tliis ulag(* was 
abohihed. Decorum, for which we are principally 
obliged to tlie ladies who aPembkd company at tlica 
houle.s, icndered converfation more agreeable, and read- 
ing in time rendered it more folul. Tieafons and 
great crim-cs, which do not difgracc men in times of 
taedion and coniuhon, were Jiaruly knov^ n any longer. 
7'he villairncs of B jnvilliers an.i Voifins were only 
iraiifitory iluims ujicler a fky otherwife Icrene: and 
It would be cqualh unreafonable to condemn a nation 
on account of the jjaring crimes of fome individuals, 
as to canonize it on accoUiit of the reformation of 
La Trappe. 

All the d.fferent ftates of life were, in former times, 
ca/ily known by the tanks which charaderized them. 
1 hole or a military turn, and the young people who 
ficngned themlelves for the profefilon of arms, were 
noted for an over-bearing v vacity-, and thofe belonging 
to the Courts of Juflice, for a difgufting gravity, to 
which the cuftom of going always in a long robe, 
even crr^emirt, did not a little contribute •, and it 
was the fame with regard to the Univcrfitics, and to 
phyficians. Merchants ftill wore little robes whenever 
they affcmblcd In their Guild, or went to wait on the 
M.niftersi the moft confidcrablc tradefmen alfo were 
at that time perfons of ruilic fnanners. But the houfcs. 
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the theatres, and the public walks, in which they 
be^^an to meet together, in order to enjoy the pleafures 
of^a focial life, gradually rendered the exterior ap- 
pearance of all thefe people nearly alike. One may 
ice at this day, even in the very fhops, that politcnefs 
has chained ground among all ranks. The Provinces 
Iiavdn time alfo felt the effeds of thefe improvements. 

At length people no longer place luxury in any thing 
but taftc and convenience. The croud of pages and fer - 
vants in livery has difappeared, to make way for more 
freedom in the houfes^ of the great *, vain pomp and 
external parade have been left to thofe nations, among 
whom the people yet know no more than to difplay 
themfelves in public, and who are ignorant of the art 
of living. 

The extreme eafe introduced into the intercourfe of 
the world, affability, fiinplicity, and the r.ukivation of 
the mind, have rendered Paris a city, which, lor the 
enjoyments of life, probably very much furpaiics Rome 
and Athens in the height of their fplendor. 

The number of aids always ready, always open, for 
tlie whole circle of the fciences, for all the arts, the 
takes, and exigencies of lire ; fo many folid advantages 
uniting with fu h a number of agree,.b!c arciTes, joined 
to that r.p'mnei's peculiar to the inhabitants of Paris*, 
all thefe together induce vait numbers of Ihrangers to 
travel to, or cake up their rclidence in, this focial city. 
If home natives quit it, they are e.thir fuch as being 
called cllcwhcre on account of thcii talents, arc an 
honourable fpccimen to their country ; o: elie the 
refufe of the nation, who try to make their adeantage 
of the reputation it has acquired ^ ; or, perhaps, 
fome emigrants, who, preferring their rdigionto their 
country go abroad to feek their foVfunes, afcqr 
the example of their parents driven from France by 
the tatal affront to the mCiiiory ql the great Henry IV. 
in the i evocation of the perpetual Lkv •called the 

^ For cooks, hair-drefiers, *and valcts-de-chambre. Tra’ifatQr, 

t 1 ins ij a f^oltairsana. Ibid* 

Edift 
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Edid of Nantes; or, finally, fome Officers, difconfentcd 
with the Miniftry, or m defadors who have efcapeci 
the rigorous forms of juftice, often ill adminiftered- 
and this is what happen^ in all the countries of the 
world. 

Some objed, that there is no longer to be feen at 
Court fo much dignity as formerly. The truth is, that 
there are no petty tyrants, as in the days of the Fronde, 
or under the reign of Louis XIII. and in the precedinrr 
ages. But true greatnefs is now to be met with in 
thofe crowds of gentry, who were formerly debalcd for 
fo long a time by lerving fubjeds grown too powerful. 
7 here are feen Gentlemen, and alfo C itizens, who 
would have thought themfelves honoured, in toriner 
days, to be the domellics of thefe Lords, become now 
their equals, and very often their fupcMors, in the 
military fcrvice : and the more that merit, of every 
kind, prevails over titles, the more flouriffiing is any 
btate. 

'i he Age of Louis XIV. has been refembled to that 
of Augu’iiis. Not that the power and perlbnal events 
in fetig can be roir.pared ; for Rome and Augulhis 
were ten times nioie confiderable in the world, than 
Louis XIV. and Paris. But we muft remember, that 
Athens was equal to the Roman Empire in all things 
which d d not derive their value from tbree anc! power. 
We mull fu'tl'.er confider, that if there is nothing at 
prefent in the W(jrld bke ancient Rome and Augultus 
yet all Europe together is much luperior to the w'hole 
Roman Emipire. In the time of Auguftus there was 
but one nation, and at this day there are feveral welF 
poheitei, warlike, and erliglirened ones, who are 
pofieffid ot arts unknown lo both Greeks and Romans: 
ano nations, there is not one that has 

bci n n.ore diftiriguifficd, in every thing, for about 
an age pad, than that formed in feme meafure by 
LouJs XIV. 


C H A 
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CHAP. XXX. 

The Finances and Regulationsi 

I y we compare the Adminiftration of Colbert with 
all the preceding ones, pofterity will admire this 
inin, whole body the frantic populace after his death 
would have torn to pieces. Tiie French certainly owe 
to him their indultry and their commerce and con> 
fequently that wealth, the fources of which are fome- 
times diminillicd in war, but are always opened again 
with an abundant flow in peace. Yet in 1672, people 
had dill the ingratitude to throw the blame upon 
Colbert, for the languor which began to be perceivable 
in the finews of the btatc. 

One Boifguilberc, Lieutenant-General of the Biiii- 
wick of Rouen, publiflied about that time a Detail o( 
France, in two fmall volumes, in which lie pietenus 
that every thing was in a declining Rate from the year 
1660. But it was quite the reve fe. France had never 
been fo flourilhing as fince the death ot Cardinal Ma- 
zarin, till the war ot 16S9 ; and even under that 
difficulty, the body of the Sta-c, tho’ beginning to 
feel decay, fupporte 1 ul/lt by means of the vigour 
which Colbert had difluie 1 through all its members. 
The author 0/ this Derail pretended, that fiom 1660 
the iioules and lands or the Kingdom liad diminillied 
in value fifteen h indrcd millions. But nothing was 
more talle nor Icfs piobable. i hdc captijus argu- 
ments, however, periuaded fuch as were inclined to 
believe this ridiclilous paradox. ’Tis the ^anie w ay in 
England ^ wh. re, in the molt flou iiliing times, 
aie every day publiflied to prove th^.t the i.aiion is 
undone. 

It was cafier in France thai in any other country, 
to decry the Minifter ot the Fi iinces in tlie minds of 
t e people. This Mmiftry is cn* moll oJ ions, becaufc 
t ^t impolts are aiways fo: befides, there pievai.ed 

la 
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in general as much prejudice ahd ignorance in the 
finances, as there did in philofophy. 

It was lb long before people received better informa, 
tion, that even in our days we find, in 1718, the* 
Parliament in a body telling the Duke of Orleans 
‘‘ that the intrinfic value of the filver mark is twenty- 
“ five livres as if there w^s any other real intrinfic 
value than that of the weight- and ftanclard ; and the 
Duke of Orleans, with all his penetration, lliewed very 
little of it in not being aware of this miftake of the 
Parliament. 

Colbert arrived at the mafiagement of the finances 
with both knowledge and genius. He began, like the 
Duke of Sully, by putting a Hop to the abufes and 
peculations, which were enormous. The coIlecHon 
was rendered as eaiy as pofiible; and by an admirable 
ceconomy he augmented the revenue, while he dinii- 
iiiflied the taxes. It is plain, from the memorable Edie^ 
in 1664, that there was a million of the tlien currency 
appropriated to the encouragement of manufadures 
rmd maritime commerce. He was fo attentive to the 
campaigns, which till his time were left to the rapacity 
of the Commilfaries, that fome Englifh merchants 
having applied to Mr. Colbert dc Croilfi, his brother, 
Ambaffador at London, to funiifli France with cattle 
from Ireland and fait provifions for their Colonies 
in 1667, the Comotroller-General replied, that for 
four years pad they had fiiflicient for their own uic, 
and for exp'ortairjo alfo. 

To attain to io happy an adminiftration, it was , 
necelTary to edablifli a Court of Juftice, and great 
reformations. He was obliged to retrench above eight 
millions of the rents upon the City, acquired at a low 
p(i:-V-!is^liich were repaid at the rate of the purchafe 
Thefe ieveral alterations required Edids. The Parlia- 
ment was in poflefiion of the right of authenticating 
them, from the time of Francis I. It was propofed 
to have them regiftered only in the Court of Exchequer, 
but the ancient ufage prevailed. The King 
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himfelf to the Parliament, to get his Edid recorded. 

Heaver remembered the Fronde, the fentence of 
proicription againft a Cardinal his Prime Minifter, and 
tlie other Arrets by which they had feized the money 
*in the Treafury, and pillaged the goods and cafli of the 
citizens attached to the Crown. All thefe excefles 
havin'^ arifen from remonftrances on the Edids relating 
to the revenwes of the State, he enjoined the Parliament 
in 1667, not to offer any reprefcntation, except within 
eif^hc days after its having been regiftered witn 
obedience. This Edifl was again renewed, in 1673. 
So that during the whole courfe of his reign, no remon- 
ftrance was prefen ted From any of the Courts of 
judicature, except in the fatal year of 1709, when the 
Parliament of Paris in vain reprefented the injury that 
the Miniller of the Finances did to the State, by the 
variation of the price of the gold and filver. 

Moft of the people were perfuaded, that if the 
Parliament would limit themfelves to the rendering the 
Sovereign perfedly fenfible of the diftrefles and necef* 
fities of the fubjed, the dangers of the impofts, the 
Hill greater hard (hip of felling them, to Farmers -General, 
who cheated the King and oppreffed the people, this 
ufage of remonftrating would be a facred refource of 
the State, a check upon the avidity of the Financier.^ 
and a conftant leffon to Miniiters. But the fatal abule 
of fo falutary a remedy, had fo much provoked 
Louis XIV. that he faw nothing but the abufe, and 
prolcribed the remedy. The indignation which he 
ever preferved in his mind, was carried fo far, than 
• in 1669 went in perfon to the Parliament, to revoke 
the privileges of Nobldle, which he had granted in his 
minority, in 1644% to all the fuperior Courts. But 
not^vithfhndin^ this Edid:, rcgiftcrcd in the prefence 
fhe King, the ul age has ftiil fubfilLd to fafTa'irtT 
thole to poIFels the rights of Noblelie, whole fathers 
exercifed for twenty years an olHce of judicature 
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in any of the fuperior Courts, or had died in their 
employs. 

In thus mortifying a body of Magiftrates, he meant 
to encourage the Nobleffe which had defended their 
country, and the Hufbandmen who fed it. He had 
already, by his Edift of 1666, granted a penfion of 
two tlioufand francs, which was near four of the prefent 
currency, to every gentleman who had twelve children, 
and one thoufand to thofe who had had ten. The 
half of this gratification was given to all the inhabitants 
of the towns exempt from taxes ; and in the taxable 
ones, every father of a family that had, or that had 
had, ten children, was acquitted of taxation. 

It is true, Colbert had not done all that he could, 
and ftill lei's than he would have done. Men were 
not then fufiiciently enlightened j and in a great Kingdom 
there are always great abufes. The arbitrary taille; 
the multiplicity of duties ; the different cuftoms of the 
Provinces, which makes one part of the inhabitants 
of France ftrangers, and even enemies, to the other j 
the inequality between the meafurcs of one town and 
thofe of another ; with many other maladies of the 
body politic, could not be remedied. 

The greateft fault that was objefted to this Minifter, 
was his not having ventured to encourage the exporta- 
tion of corn. It was a long time fince they had fent 
any of it out of the Kingdom. Agriculture had been 
negleftcd, during the troubles of Richelieu’s admini- 
ftration •, it was more fo in the civil wars of the Fronde. 
A fam’ne in 1661, compleated the ruin of the countryj 
a lofs, however, which Nature, feconcled by Art, is 
always able to repair. The Parliament of Paris, in 
this unhappy year, voted an Arret which appeared 
prudent in its principle, but which became alinoft 2s 
its confequences, as all the Arrets 
by that aff mbly during the civile war. The mef’- 
chants were inhibited, under heavy penalties, fi*t)ni 
entering into any contrail for this commerce, and all 
individuals from hoarding up the grain. What migh^ 
hr^c been proper in a tranficnt dearth, became at 
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length an injury, by difcouraging .tillage ; and to 
reland fucli a law in a time of fo critical a fituationj 
and of ftich prejudices, would have caufed an infurrcc- 


tion. 

. The Minifter had no other refource but to re- 


purchafe, at an advanced price, from foreign markets, 
the very grain which the French themfelves had fold 
in its years of abundance. The people were fed, but 
it coft the State dear ; but the ceconomy which 
Monfieiir Colbert had before eftablillied in the hnancesj 
lightened the weight of this expence. 

The dread of a fecond famine fhut up all our ports 
from the exportation of corn. Each Intendant in 
his Province made a merit of oppofing the tranfporta- 
tion of grain, even into the neighbouring Provinces, 
riiey could not, even in their years of plenty, difpofe . 
of their corn without petitioning the Council. This 
tatal embargo, however, leemetl exciifable from their 


paft experience. The whole Council feared, that the 
tree commerce of grain might oblige them to re- 
purchafe again from foreign markets, at an extravagant 
rate, fo necelTary a commodity, which the avarice and 
improvidence of hufbandmen had fold at a low price. 

The ploughman alfo, flill more timid than the 
Council, was afraid to hazard the cultivation of an 
article which he was reftrained from turning to the 
Cit account ; fo that the lands were not as well tilled 
as they ought to have been. All the other branches 
Of the Adminillration were in a flourilhing (late, while 
was not left in the power of Colbert to redrefs an 
.evil in the principal concern. 

tainl Miniftry it is cer- 

wK-i/ ^orve to cxcufe it* 
dilBcult a th.ng it is to conquer 
hard hrench Adminiltratiun, anxi 

been t good, is, that this evil, which has 

paired ienlible natives, was not re- 

eenturv ! ‘^^]y ^^oiihr, for rhe ipacc of an intire 
ComDtrnn^ nicmoraole a:ra of 1764, when a 

P cr-Gcnerai more .enlightened refeued Er.nce 
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from extreme diftrefs, by rendering the exportation 
of corn free, under fuch reftriftions, pretty neaily, as 
thofe which are impofed in England. 

Colbert, in order to furnilli at once the expenccs of 
the war, the buildings, and pleafures, was obliged to 
re-eltablilh, towards the year 1672, what at firlt he * 
intended to have abolilhed for ever ; namely, impods 
on places, annuities, new offices, and the augmenta^ 
tion of falaries ; in ffiort, what lupports the State for 
Ibme time, but involves it in debt for many years. 

He was carried beyond his intended meafures ; for 
by all the inltrudions remaining of his, we fee he was 
perfuaded that the riches of a** country confill only in 
the number of its inhabitants, the cultivation of the 
lands, the induftry of the people, and commerce. 
We fee that the King, pofleffing very few perfonal 
domains, and being only the ileward of the goods of 
his lubjefts, cannot be truly rich, but by impolts cafy 
to bear, and equally affeffed. 

He feared fo much giving up the State to the Farmers 
of the revenue, that fome time after the difiblution of 
the Chamber of Juftice, which he had caiifed to be 
created againft them, he got an Arret of Council paffetl, 
which made it death for thofe who fiiould advance 
money upon the new imports. His meaning by this 
menacing Arret, which was never printed, was to cure 
the avidity of Stock-jobbers. But, foon after, he was 
obliged to make ufe of them, without even revoking 
the Arret : for the King was preffing, and prompt 
means were nece/Tary. 

This invention, brought from Italy into France by 
Catherine of Medicis, had fo much corrupted the Go* 
vernmenr, by the pernicious facility it fupplies, that 
after having been i’lipprefled in the glorious days oi 
iTkax y -iy. it appeared again throughout the reign of 
JLouis XIII. and greatly infebted the latter times of 
Louis XIV. 

In fine, Sully enriched the State by the means of a 
prudent Vxxonomy, which was fcconded by a Kmg 
equally parfimonious and brave; a King who was afol- 
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dier at the head of his army, and a father at the head 
of his people. Colbert fupported the State, notwith- 
ftanding the extravagance of an oftentatious Prince, 
who fpared no cxpence to give a luftre* to his reign. 

* It is known, that after the death of Colbert, when 
the King determined to place Pelletier at the head of the 
Finances, Le Tellier faid to him, “ Sire, he is not fit 
“ for fuch a department.” ‘‘ Why fo faid the King. 
“ He has not a heart callous enough,” anfwered Lc 
Tellier. Why truly,” replied the King, I would 
‘‘ not have my people opprefled.” In fadf, this new 
Miniftcr was a good and juft man-, but when in 1688 
the Kingdom was repfunged in war, and obliged to 
withifand the League of Augfburg, or, in other words, 
the united Powers of all Europe, he felt himfelf loaded 
with a weight which even Colbert had found too heavy. 
The eafy and dangerous expedient of borrowing, and 
creating ®f funds, was his firft refourcc. Afterwards 
he attempted to diminilh luxury which in a nation re- 
plete with manufaftures, is to diminifh induftry and 
circulation ; and by no means a prudent meafure, ex- 
cept in States which purchafe their fuperfluities from 
foreign countries. 

An ordonnance was accordingly made, that all the 
moveables of folid plate, which were at that time in 
great quantities in the houfes of the great, and were a 
proof of opulence, ftiould be carried to the Mint. The 
King fet the example ; he parted with all thofe filver 
tables, branched chandeliers, grand couches of malTive 
filvcr, and all the other moveables which were mafter- 
pieces of chafed work by the hand ofBalin, the greateft 
artifi; in his way, and all done from the dcfigns of Le 
Brun. I'hey had coft ten millions, but produced only 
three. The wrought plate belonging to private perfpns 
yielded three millions more, The refource was .’.nroafi- 
derable. 

They were afterwards guilty of one of thofe enormous 
errors, which the Miniftry have not correfted till of late^ 

^ 1 he word flitter would hayc been more proper here. Tranjlator, 

S 3 this 
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this was to adulterate the fpecie, to make an unequal re; 
coinage, to give to the crowns a valuation difpropor. 
tioncd to that of thel|uarters* ; fo that the value of the 
latter being more intrinfic, that of the former beinw 
partly nominal, they were fent out of the Kingdom* 
coined into crowns, and brought back again ; by which 
fraudulent traffic a confiderable profit was gained. A 
country mull be poffeffed of great internal ftrength to 
be able to fupport itfelf with vigour, after experiencing 
fuch frequent ffiocks as thefe. Men were not then well 
informed ; the knowledge of finances was then like that 
of ph;, fie, a fcience of but vain conjedurc. The llock- 
jobhers were a fort of mountebanks, whc) impofedon the 
Minifter ; it coil the State fourfeore millions, and would 
require the labour of twenty years to repair the damage. 

Towards the years 1691 and 1692, the finances of 
the State appeared fenfibly out of order. Thofe who at- 
tributed the diminution of the fources of the public re- 
venue to the profufion of Louis XIV. upon his build- 
incTs, the arts, and his pleafures, were not aware, that, 
on° the contrary, the expences which encourage indullry 
enrich a State. It_is war that neceffarily impoverilhes 
tlie public treafury,' unlefs the fpoils of the vanquifhed 
can fill it again. Since the time of the ancient Romans, 
I know of no nation that has enriched itfelf by viftories. 
Italy in the fixteenth century was opulent only by 
commerce. Holland would not have fublifted long, 
had (lie confined herfelf to the taking the plate ficetoi 
the Spaniards, and were not the Eaft Indies the luppoit 
offer power. England has always impoverilhed her- 
felf by war, even in deftroying the French fleets*-, an 
commerce alone has enriched her. I'hc Algerines, who 
have hardly any more than what they gain by piracy, 
are molt milerably poor. 


• Shart iTku, the fourth of a crown, a com fo called. 

t It ICC iTtnch arc turbulent, and encroach upon their ne „h 

h would kem that deftroying the means by which ‘heir “u 
mol) liki'y to be exirted with cfi'cil, namely, their fleet, 

end tniiih, rather than inipoverifti, the Engiiihpauon* ®, 

that 
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Among the nations of Europe, war, at the end of 
fome years, renders the conqueror nearly as much di- 
ftre/Ted as the conquered. It is ^^gulph in which all the 
Itreams of abundance are abforbed. Ready money, 
• that principle of all good and all evil, raifed with fuch 
difficulty in the Provinces, terminates in the coffers of 
an hundred Stock-jobbers and Farmers of the revenue, 
who advance the funds, and purchafe by this means 
the right of plundering the nation in the name of the 
fovereign. The people, then, confidcring the Govern- 
ment as their enemy, conceal their wealth; and the 
want of circulation fulfers the Kingdom to languifh. 

No fudden expedient**can fupply the place of a fixed 
and permanent eftablifhment of long itanding, which 
provides at a diftance againft unforefeen wants. The 
Capitation* was eftablifhed in 1695. It was fupprcfTed 
at the peace of Ryfwick, and re-eflablifhed afterwards. 
The Comptroller-General Pontchartrain fold patents 
of Nobility for two thoufand crowns in 1696: five 
hundred perfons bought them. Bur the refource wis 
tranfitory, and the lhamc permanent. The Nobles, both 
ancient and modern, were obliged to regifter their coats 
of arms, and to pay for the permifiion of fealing their 
letters with them. The Farmers bargained for this tax, 
and advanced the money : fo that the Miniftry had hardly 
ever recourfe to any but petty rcfources, in a country 
which could have furniflied much greater. 

They durft not impofe the tenth penny, till 1710. 
But this tenth penny, raifed after fo many other bur- 
thenfoniQ taxes, appeared fo hard, that they durfi not 
exaft it with rigour. The Government did not draw 
from it twenty-five millions a-year, at forty franks to 
the mark. 

Colbert made but few attempts to change the nominal 
value of money. But it is better never to change .jjUkC 

In vol. IV. p, 136, of Maintenon’s Memoirs, we flna that the 
“ t>ronght in beyond the hopes of the Fanners.” But 
has never been any farm of the Capitation. It is faid, that 
“ ^ ^^cqueys of Paris went to the Town-houfe to beg that they 

itfTf . f Capitation. This ridiculous llory deilroys 

♦ ^ always paid? for their domcilics. Voltain, 

S4 
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all. Silver and. gold, thofe ftandards of exchancr^ 
ought to be invariable meafures. He railed the nominal 
value of the filver mark, which was twenty-fix franks 
in his time, only to twenty-fcven and twenty^cight- 
and after his death, in the lali: years of Louis XIV. this* 
denomination was extended as far as forty imaginary 
livres : a fatal refource, by which the King obtained a 
temporary relief, in order to be ruined afterwards ; for^ 
inftead of a filver mark, he had only given him little 
more than the half of it. He who owed twenty.fix 
livres, in 1668, gave a mark; and he who owed forty 
livres, gave little more than this fame mark, in 1710, 
The diminutions which tollowed, injured the little com- 
merce that remained, as much as the augmentation had 
done. 

A real refource might have been found in paper- 
credit ; but this ought to be eftabliflied in a time of pro- 
fperity, that it may maintain itfclf in times that are 
other wile. 

The iMinifler Chamillard began, in 1706, to pay in 
bank-notes, notes of fubfillcnce, and of free quarrers : 
but as this paper-mopey was not received at the Exche- 
quer, it was decried almoft as foon as it appeared. The 
Government was reduced to the ncceffiry of continuing 
to borrow heavy loans, and to anticipate four years or 
the revenues of the Crown*, 

• We arc told in the Fliftory written by Ea Kode, nnd publiflnd 
under the name of La Martiniere, that it cod feventy-two per ceiu 
for exchange, in the wars of Italy ; which is an abfurdity. fhc fiu 
is that M. de Chamiliard, in order to pay the armies made ulc of 

the credit of the Chevalier Bernard. This Mimller believed, thio 

an old prejudice, that money mufc not go out ot the Kingdom, i 
fuch money weic given for nothing, and as if it were pojnble that 
ration indclncd to another, and which does not difcharge 

b al lance of trade, ought not to pay in ready rponcy. Thn 

the banker eight percent, m the profits, upon condition 
that fores- ners were paid without making the money 
I r:-’ r *, Trhdc, this, he pa*d the exchange, which amountca to 
, , fx j, :t.- i 'is; yer the banker, notwithuanding his 
w I. oil CO clear his accounts with foreigners, in caih i ana 
pjuJiK /J a confiderable lofs. VaUaire, — , 
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They were always contriving ey.craordinary expedi- 

ts • they created ridiculous employs, readily purchaf- 
ed by thole who were willing to exempt themftives from 
taxation ; for the being fubjeft to tlic payment of taxes 
was humiliating in France and men being naturally 
vain, the bait which was to fet them above this difgrace, 
was fure to make dupes. The confiderable falaries, alfo, 
annexed to thefe new pofts, tempted people to buy 
them, in times of difficulty, without ever refleding that, 
in more profperous ones, they would be all lupprefficd. 
So in 1707 they invented the dignity of King’s Coun- 
fellors Talters and Brokers of Wine, which produced 
a hundred and eighty tlioufand livres. They appointed 
Royal Regilters, and Deputies of the intendants of the 
Ikovinccs. They contrived Couiifellors of the King 
Comptrollers of the empilements of wood, Counfellois 
of the Police, Officers of Barbers perriwig-makers. 
Comptrollers- vifitors of freffi butter, affayers of falt- 
butter. Such extravagances make people laugh now, 
but then they made them cry. 

The Comptroller-General Defmarets, nephew to the 
illultrious Colbert, having fucceeded Chamillard, in 
170S, could not heal an evil which every thing rendered 
incurable. 

Nature confpired with fortune to overwhelm the State. 
The fevere winter of 1709 obliged the King to remit 
to the people nine millions of taxes, at the time when 
he had not wherewithal to pay his troops. 1 he fcarcity 
of provifions was fo exceffivc, that it coll forty-five mil- 
lions for the fubfillence of the army. The expences of 
this year 1709 amounted to two hundred and twenty- 
one millions ; and the King’s ordinary revenue Icarce 
produced forty-nine. There was then a necelfity for 
ruining the State, that the enemy might not makethem- 
iclves mailers of it *. The dilorder encrcafed to fetCTT a” 
degree, and was fo little repaired, that for a long time 
alter the peace, at the beginning of the year 1715, the 
King was obliged to caule thirty-two millions of notes 
to be negociated, in order to procure eight millions in 

t hike blowing up a man ofXvar, toprevent it» being taken, Tranfi, 

Ipcclf. 
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fpecie. In fhort, ,at his death, he left a debt of two 
thoufand fix hundred millions, at twenty-ei^ht livres 
the mark, the rate to which the coin was then reduied* 
and this makes about four thoufand five hundred mil! 
lions * of our current money in 1760. 

It is aftonifliing, but true, that this immenfe debt 
would not have been a burthen impoffible to bear, had 
there been at that time a flourifhing commerce in France, 
a paper credit eftabliflicd, and fubftantial ( ompanies 
which would have fupported this credit, as is the cafe 
in Sweden, England, Venice, and Holland: for when 
a powerful State is indebted only within itfelf, credit 
and circulation are fufficient fo make payments. But 
France was far from having at that time a lufficient num- 
ber of fprings to fet in motion fo vaft and complicated a 
machine, the v/e:ght of which crulhed it. 

Louis XIV. in his reign expended eighteen thoufand 
millions ; which amounts, one year with another, to 
three hundred and thirty millions of the prefent curren- 
cy, balancing the nominal raifings and lowerings of the 
coin againil each other. 

Under the Adminillration of the great Colbert, the 
ordinal y revenues of the Crown rofeonly to an hundred 
and fevenaen millions, at twenty- feven livres, and af- 
terwards twenty-eight livres, to the filvermark. Thus 
the whole fuiplus was always furniflicd by extraordinary 
methods. Colbeit, though the greateft enemy to a fatal 
relburce, was obliged to have recourfc to it upon a 
prefling exigency. He raifed eight hundred miliions of 
cur prefent currency in the war of 1672. The King 
had but very few ancient df mains of the Crown left. 
T hefe are declared unalienable by all the Eailiaments 
of the Kingdom; and yet almoft all of them are alie- 
nated. The King’s revenue confilis at prefent in the 
’*^alth of his fubjecis, and is a perpetual circulation of 
debts and payments. His Majelly owes the people 
more nominal millions a-year, under the name of 

* Four thoufand millions, amounting to above one hundred an4 
eighty millions ileriing. SmolUt. . 

nuities 
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nulties of the Town-houfe, than any King ever drew 
from the domains of the Crown. 

In order to form an idea of this prodigious increafc 
of taxes, debts, riches of circulation, and at the fame 
time the embarraffments and trouble which have been 
experienced in France and other countries, it is to be 
confidered, that at the death of Francis 1 . the State owed 
about thirty millions of livres perpetual annuity on 
the Town-houfe, and that at prefent it owes upwards of 
forty-five millions. 

Thofe who have compared the revenues of Louis XIV, 
with thofe of Louis XV. have found, by only keep- 
inf^ to the fixed and current revenue, that Louis XIV. 
was much richer in 1683, at the time of Colbert’s death, 
with an hundred and feventeen millions of revenue, 
than his fucccffor was in 1730, with nearly two hundred 
millions •, and this will appear to be true, by confidering 
only the fixed and ordinary rents of the Crown. For an 
hundred and feventeen nominal millions, v/ith the mark 
at twenty-eight livres, are a much greater I'um than 
two hundred millions at forty-nine livres, which was 
the amount of the King’s revenue in 1730 : and bcfidcs, 
we muft reckon the charges increafed by the loans to 
the Crown. But then, alio, the revenues of the King, 
that is, of the State, have fince accumulated ; and the 
knowledge of the Finances has been brought to fuch a 
ftatc of perfedlion, that in the ruinous war of 1741, 
there was not the lall ll agnation of credit. We have be- 
gun to form finking funds, as among the Englifli : it 
was necelfary to adopt a part of their lyliem of finances, 
as we have done of their philofophy*, and if in a State 
purely monarchical, thefe circulating notes could be in- 
troduced, which at leall double the wealth of England, 
the Adminiftration of France would acquire its laft de- 
gree ot perfection % but a perfcdlion too liable to abule^ 
in a monarchy. 

The Abbe de St. Pierre, in his Journal Politique, on the arti- 
cle Syllem, fays, that in England and Holland there* are no more 
notes than Ipecie : but it is certain that the former gieatly exceed the 
^Uer, and do not fubfift but by credit. Voltaire, 
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In 1683 there,, were about five hundred nominal mil, 
lions of filver coin in the Kingdom ; and there were 
about rwelre hundred in 1730, of the prefent currency. 
But the computation under the Miniftry of Cardinal 
Fleury, was almofl: double what it was in Colbert’s time.« 
It therefore appears, that France is only about one-lixth 
part richer in circulating fpecie, fince the death of that 
JVlinifter. It is much more fo in materials of filver and 
gold, worked and ufed for fervice and luxury. In 1690 
the value of thefe amounted not to four hundred millions 
of our prefent coin j and towards the year 1730 we poh 
felled as much as equalled the circulating fpecie. No. 
thing (hews more plainly, hov commerce, the fources 
of which Colbert opened, has been increafed, when a 
free courlc has been given to its channels that were Ihut 
up by the wars. Induftry has been brought toper, 
fection, notwifhftanding the emigration of lb many 
artifts, which the revocation of the Edift of Nantes has 
difperfed : and this induftry ftill increafes, every dav, 
The nation is capable of as great things, and even ftill 
greater, than it was under Louis XIV. becauie genius 
and commerce always gain new ftrengtli wherever they 
arc encouraged. 

To fee the affluence of individuals, tlie number of 
fine hollies built in Paris and in the Provinces, the nnil* 
litudc of equipage^, the conveniences and refinements 
of luxury, you would think that our opulence is twenty 
limes greater than it was formerly. All this is the fruit 
of ingenious labour, rather than of riches. At this ck; 
it colls but little more for a good houfe, than ft did for 
a bad one in the reign pf Heniy IV. A handiome gWs 
of our ovm manufafture adorns our houfes at a much 
lefs expence than the ordinary ones formerly brought 
from Venice and our fine and ihowy (tiiffls are cheaper 
thofe which we brought from foreign countries, 
and which were not of equal fervice. 

In reality, it is not filver and gold that procu^ tie 
accommodations of life, but genius. A nation pofTel e 
only of ‘thefe metals would be miferabki but a 
without them, who can happily employ all the 
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tions of the edrth, would be the truly wealthy people, 
France pofleffes this advantage, with a great deal more 
fpecie than is neceffary for her circulation. 

Induftry being brought to perfecTiion in the towns, 
.grew up and increafed in the country. Complaints 
will always arife about the condition of the tillers 
of the foil : you hear them in all countries of tlie world ; 
and fuch murmurings are generally raifed by indolent 
people of fortune, who condemn the Government much 
more than they bemoan the people. It is true, that in 
almoft every country, if fuch as pafs their days in rural 
labours had leifurc to murmur, they would rife up 
againft the exaftions which take from them a part of 
their fubllance. They would detcft the necelTity of pay- 
ing taxes which tiiey had not impoftd upon themfclves, 
and of bearing the burthens of the State without parti’ 
cipating of the advantages enjoyed by other members of 
it. 


It does not belong to the province of hiftory to exa- 
mine how far the people may be taxed without beim^ 
oppreffed, and to mark the precife point, fo difficult to 
be found out, between the execution of the laws and 
the abule of them ; between import and rapine ; but 
hiltory ought to ffifw, that it is impoffible fora town to 
oe tlouriffiing, unleis the country around it enjoys plcn- 
ty ; for certainly the produce of the fields fupports iis 
mliabaants. We hear on particular days*, in all the 
towns of France, die reproaches of thole who by their 

die ddr" i" Pi'-blic againft all 

nvvf* i^ranchcs ot conlurnption to vvfiich the 

■ S f t- '' that t!-.e fup. 

rabour“o?’rl '' ‘^'■niniedoniy by the indmtrious 

however ^ I ^^hour which, 

IS always well paid tor. 

vaS''' P'^fted, and bett.r cultii- 

known hpC "’"‘tic that were not 

lore, like thofe of Champagne ; to which the 
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vintners have foui^d out the art of giving the co- 
lour, flavour, and itrength of the Burgundy wines, and 
which they vend among foreigners to a great advantage. 
This increafe of wine has produced that of brandies. 
The cultivation of gardens, of vegetables, and fruits 
has received very great improvements; and the coni- 
merce of provifions with the Colonies of America has 
from thence been augmented. The loud complaints 
which have been made in all times about the mifery of the 
country, have now ceafed to have any foundation. Be- 
fides, in thefe vague murmurs the planters and the 
farmers are not dillinguiflied from the labourers. Thefe 
lad live only by the work of theiv hands ; and the cafe is 
alike in all the countries of the world, where the bulk of 
the people, or the greater number, fhould lublift by 
that means. But there is fcarcely a kingdom in the uni- 
verfe in which the planter and the farmer are more at 
ede than in France*, and England alone may difpute 
this advantage with her. The proportional land-tax, 
inftead of that fubftituted at diferetion, has dill contri. 
buted, for about thirty years pad, to render more fta- 
ble the fortunes of fuch hufliandmcn as have ploughs, 
vineyards, and gardens. The labourer and common 
artificer mud be reduced to neceflity, before they will 
fet themfelves to work ; fuch is the nature of man. 
But though the greated part of mankind mud be poor, 
there is no reafon for their being miferable. 

The middling clafs has enriched itfelf by indudry. 
The Miniflers and the Courtiers are lefs wealthy, becaufe 
Tiiough money has been raifed nominally near one halt, 
their appointments and penfions have continued the 
jciiue, and the prices of provifions have rifen to more 
than double. This is what has happened in all the coun- 
tries of Europe. The feveral dues and fees have every 
wRtre remained on the ancient tooting. An Pde(^]:or of 
the Empire who receives the invediture ot his edates, 
pays no more than what his predeceiTors did in the time 
of the Emperor Charles IV. in the tourteenth century; 
and in this ceiemony there is only a crown perquifite to 

the Emperor’s letfetary. 

^ ^ What 
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'What is much ftranger is, that thoiigh all things have 
been raifeci, the nominal value of cbin, the quantity of 
inateriaH in gold and filver, and the price of commodi- 
ties, yet the pay of a foldier has continued at the fame 
*rate it was two hundred years ago. A foot- foldier has 
fve nominal fous, the fame as he had in the time of 
Henry IV. None of the great number of ignorant 
creatures who fell their lives at fo cheap a rate know, 
that fincc the over-rating of the fpecie, and the dear- 
nefs of every commodity, he receives about two- 
thirds lefs than the foldiers of Henry IV. If he knew 
it, and demanded a pay two-thirds greater, it mull 
have been granted him. '•From thence it mult happen, 
that as the Powers of Europe would keep on foot two- 
thirds fewer troops', their forces would be balanced in 
the fame proportion ; and the cultivation of the ground 
and the manufaLtures would proht by this meafure*. 

We muft farther oblerve, that the profits of com- 
merce being augmented, and the filaries ior all the great 
offices diminiQied in their real value, there is found to 
be lefs opulence among the great than formerly, and 
more among the middling rank of people j and this 
circumflancc has brought men more upon a levc!. In 
former days there was no reiburce for the little, but to 
ferve the great. At prefou, induftry has opened athou- 
fand ways, which were not known an hundred years 
ago. In lliort, in whatever manner the tinances of the 
State may be adminiilercci, France polf lfes, in :he la- 
bour of about twenty millions of inhabitants, an inefti- 
mable treafure. 


T his is a very fenfible remark ; and a mutiny were much to be 
Wihed upon this account, provided it u ere un verl'al. d hough it 
Q be but fair to give the I'rench leave to take the lifft a4 van cage 
® the hint comes from Monfieur V'uliaire. Trn>:Jlutor. 
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c H A p. xxxr. 

Of ths Scknces. 

T PIIS happy age, which has feen a revolution pro; 

duced in the human mind, did not feem deftined 
to it. To begin with philolbphy, there was no appear- 
ance in the time of Louis XIII. that it flaould have 
emerged out of the chaos into which it was plunged. 
The Inquifition of Italy, Spain, .and Portugal, had link- 
ed the errors in philofophy to the tenets of religion : the 
civil wars in France, and the difputes of Calvinifm, were 
not more adapted to cultivate human rcafon, tlian was 
the fanaticifm of Cromwell^s time in England. It a 
Canon of Thorn renewed the ancient planetary fyf- 
tem of the Chaldeans, which had been exploded for fo 
^long a time, this truth was condemned at Rome ; and 
the Congregation of the Holy Office, compofed of Icvcn 
Cardinals, having declared not only heretical but ab- 
furd the motion of the earth, without which theie is no 
true ahronomy (the great Galikeo having afleed pardon 
at the age of ieventy for being in the right), there was 
no appearance that the truth would be received in the* 
world. 

Cfiancellor Bacon had pointed out at a diftance the 
track wiiich flaould be ibllowed. Galilmo had made lome 
difeoveries on the defeent of bodies : Torricelli began to 
afeertain the gravity of the air which furrounds us ; and 
liMTie experiments had been made at Magdeburg. But 
thefe were feeble effays, and all the Schools continued 
flil) in abfurdity, and the world in ignorance. Ihc^Ji 
— 44jpearec Dcfcarres, who did the very contrary of what 
(.•light to have been done ; inftead of ftudying Nature, 
he attempted to guifs at her*. He was the greatdf 
Geometrician of h:s age •, but Geometry leaves the 

• Deicartes v\as buL an cmpliic in philofophy* 

inin4 
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mind juft as it finds it. That of Defcartes was too much 
addifted to invention. The Prince of Mathematicians 
made fcarcely any thin^ more than romances of philo- 
fophy. A man who Icorned experiments, never cited 
• Galilaso, ai>d was for building without materials, could 
ereft nothir^ more than an imaginary edifice. 

That which was romantic in it, fucceeded ; and the 
few truths, mixed with thefe nev/ chimeras, were at firft 
contefted ; but atlaft thefe few truths fhone forth by the 
help of the method which he had introdneed. For be- 
fore his time there was no thread for this labyrinth ; and 
at leaft he gave one, of \^ich ufe was made, after he had 
bewildered himfelf It was a great deal to deftroy the 
chimeras of Pcripateticifm, though by thefubftitution of 
other chimeras. Thefe two phantoms combated each 
other. They fell Aicceffively ; and reafon raifed itfelf 
at length upon their ruins. There was at Florence an 
Academy for Experiments, under the name del Cimento, 
eftablifhed by Cardinal Leopold de Medicis, about the * 
year 1655. They were already aware in this country of 
the arts, that it was not poffible to comprehend any thing 
of the great fabric of Nature, but by examining it by 
parts. This Academy, after the days of Galilaeo, and 
from the time of Torricelli, was of fignal fervice. 

Some Philofcmhers in England, under the gloomy ad- 
miniftration of Cromwell, met together in peace for the 
difeovery of truth, when it was opprefied by fanaticifm. 
v^harles II. being called home to the throne of his an- 
ceftors, by the repentance and inconftancy of his own 
nation, gave letters patent to this infant Academy ; but 
^is was all tlut the Government bellowed upon it. 
re "loyal Society, or rather, The Free Society of Lon- 
on, aboured for the foie honour of thepurfuir. It was 
^ fthiftrious body, that in our days proceeded ^ 
e Cl coveries on light, the principle of gravitation, the 
of the fixed ftars, the geometry of tranfccn- 
whic^ quantities, and an hundred other difeoveries, 
lino-rkf7^ account, might give occafion to* the cal- 
Louis XIV Age of theEnglifli, as well as that of 
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In i 666 y CoIbcfC, (jealous of this new kind of glory, 
was dcfirous that the French ihould partake of it;, and* 
at the enticaty of ibme learned men, prevailed on Louis 
XIV. to content to the eftabllliment of the Academy of 
Sciences. It was free, till 1699, like that of England .. 
and the French Academy. Colbert allured from Italy 
Dominico Cafiini and Huygens from Holland, by 
menhs of lar<j;e penfions. They difeovered the fatellites 
and i iiig of Saturn. The world is indebted to Huygens 
for pendulum'clocks. By degrees knowledge was ac- 
quired in all the parts of true phyfics, by the rejedling of 
fyllems. The I'ublic was furp/ifed to fee a chemiltiy, 
in which refearches w'ere made neither for the grand k- 
cret 7, nor for the art of prolonging life beyond the 
bounds of Nature ; an aftronomy which did not predid 
the events of the world ; and a medicine independent of 
the phafes of the moon. Putrefaftion was no longer the 
parent of animals and plants. There were no more 
^ prodigies, from the time that Nature came to be better 
known *, forfhe was itudied in all her works. 

Geography received extraordinary improvements. Iso 
fooner had Louis XIV. built the Obfervatory, than he 
caufed a degree of the meridian to be meafured, in 166^, 
by Dominico CaTmi and Picart*, which was continued 
towards the North, in 1683, by La Hire; and atlall 
CafTini extended it, in 1700, as far as the extremity 0 
RouHillon. This is the nobleft monument of aftronomy) 
and is fufficient to eternize that age. 


John Dominico Caffini was one of tlie moQ able Allronomers 
that ever Italy produced. He flourllhcd in the feventeent . 

and in hii youth was appointed Profeflbr of Allronomy at bo og - » 
but he was invited into France by Colbert, to be Memberof t e y 
Academy of Sciences ; and there he fpent the remaining p‘'ir 0 
life, which was happily extended to an extreme old age. j^net 

cd the nature and revolutions of comets : he difeovered 
Mais revolved upon Its own axis, in twenty-four hours an 

nutes : he difeerned the fpots On the body of Venus : he e 
cd that baturn had five farellites, inllcad of one. 

Iln)i;jn'> had difeerned ; and he meafured a dcgrfcc of the 
in the South of France. S'mlJet, , -gjled 

f ^I’he trill fmut.nion of bafer metals into gold, comm y 
' V PJj.hj'iU) b- Trartjhtcr. Jn 
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In 1672, Natural Philofophers wefefentto Cayenne*, 
in order to make ufefnl obfervations. I'his voyage 
crave rife to the difeovery of a new Law of Nature, which 
The f^reat Newton has demonftrated, and has paved the 
for thofe more famous voyages which have fince 
given Inltre to the reign of Louis XV. 

In 1700, Tournefort was fent to the Levant, to colleft 
there the plants neceffary to enrich the Royal Garden, 
which was formerly neglefted, but at that time was re- 
llored to its due honour, and is now become worthy of 
the curiofity of Europe. The Royal Library, already 
extenlive, was enriched under Louis XIV. with above 
thirty thouflind volumes { and this example is fo well 
followed in our days, that it contains at this time more 
than an hundred and eighty tlioufand. He caufed the 
School of the Civil Law to be again opened, which had 
been Ihut for an hundred years pad. He eftablilhed in 
all the Univerfuies of France a ProfelTor of the French 
Law. One would imagine that there fliould be no other 
here, and that the good Roman Laws incorporated with 
thofe of the country, fliould form but one body of the 
Laws of the Nation. 

Under him Liferary Journals were eftablilhed. ^Tia 
well known, that the Journal des S^avans^ which began 
in 1665, is the origin of all the works of this kind with 
whicn Europe now abounds, and into which too many 
abufes have crept, as commonly happens in things of 
tfie greateft utility. 

, The Academy of the Belles Lettres, compofed at firft, 
in 1663, of fome Members ot the French Academy, for 
Yiv polferity, by medals, the actions of Louis 

• became uleful to the Public, from the time that it 
was no longer folely employed about the Monarch, and 
and themlclvtsto rcfcarches into antiquitv, 

Drnd^ criiiciim upon opinions and fadfs. It 
dem f^tne effect in hucory, as tne Aca- 

did in natural pWolophy : it difpclkd 

* Afcjfland of Sbuth-America 

The 
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The fpirit of geo(f. fcnie and dircernmcnc, which cn- 
Cfcafcd by degrees infeiifibly deftroyed fuperftition. 
is to this dawn of reafotr that we owe the declaration of 
the King in 1672, which forbids the Tribunals to admit 
fimple accufations of forccry. This was a matter which» 
durft not be attempted under Henry IV. and Louis 
XIII. And if, fince 1672, there have been accufations 
of witchcraft, the Judges have not condemned the per- 
fons accufed, excepting where profanation of religion, 
or the life of poifon, was proved againft them *. 

It was formerly very common to try forccrers by 
piunging them in water, being firft bound with cords; 
and if they floated on the furface, they were convided. 
Several Judges in the Provinces had ordered fach trials 
to be made ; and thele methods ftill continued^ for a long 
tme, among the people. Every fliephcrd was a for- 
cerer; and amulets and conilellation-rings f were uftd 
in the towns. The effcdls of a hazlc-wand J,with which 
it was believed that fprings, rreai'ui^es, and thieves, could 
be found out, were looked upon as certain, and have ftilla 
great deal of credit given them, in more than one Province 
of Germany. There was hardly any body but who had 
Ids nativity caft ; and nothing was talked of but magical 
fecrets^ Almofl: every thing was illufion. Learned 
men and Magiftrates Jiad written fcrioufly upon thefe 

* In 1609, fix hundred forccrers were condemned m the jurirdi^ioJi 
of the Parliament of Sourdeaux, and moll of them burnt. Nicholai 
Remi, in hi: Demonolatry, gives an account of nine hundred ar’^ets 
pafieci in fifteen years againft forccrers, in Lorrain only. The fu* 
moufi Curate, Louis Guaffredi, burnt at Aix in 1611, had publicly 
owned that he was a farcercr,and the judges believed him. _ 

Jt is {liamefiil that Father Le Brun» in his Trcatile of Snpeillitiou> 
Practices, Itill admits of the dccifion of doubtful matters by calling 
Jdts. He even goes fo far as to fay, page 524, that the Pailiament of 
Park achncwledged it ; But he is miftaken : the Parliament inclee 
owned that there were profanationi and witchcrafts, but ro laperns* 
rural efiefts produced by the Devil. The book of Dr. Calmct, ^ 
‘vampim U" fur ks apparitions^ has been looked upon as the ^ork 
a difordered brain, but it plainly (hews how much the mind oi nwn^. 
addided to fuperftition. Foltairo* 

f Called magic rings. Tranjtator, , 

X h was a particular kind, called, ftem thencG the 

matters- 



277 


THE AGE OF LOUIS XIV 
) * 

matters. A fett of Authors was diftinguifhed by the 
name of Damonographu There were rules for difcern- 
ing true Magicians, and true Demoniacs, from the falfe. 
In fine, to that time, there was hardly any thing adopted 
from antiquity, but errors of every kind. 

Superftitious notions were fo rooted among men, that 
people were frightened by a comet fo late as in 1680 ; 
and fcarce any one dared to combat this popular fear, 
jamcs Bernoulh, one of the greateft Mathematicians in 
Europe, in hk anfwcr to thofe who maintained the omi- 
nous nature of comets, fays, that its beams cannot be a 
{i(yn of thedivine wratH’, becaulc the beams are eternal ; 
but that the tail may very well be fo. However, neither 
the head nor tail are eternal. It was then necelTary that 
^ayle ftiould write againft thefe vulgar prejudices a 
book famous at that time, which the progrefs of human 
rcafon has fince rendered ufelcfs. 

One would not believe that Sovereigns had obligations 
to Philofophers. It is however true, that this philofo- 
phic fpirit, which has gained ground amofng all ranks^ 
except the lower clafs of people, , has very anuch Contri- 
buted to give a due weight to the rights of Princes. Dif- 
putes, which would have formerly produced excommuni- 
cations, interdicts, and fchifms, now caul'e none. of thefe 
things. If it has been faid* that the people would be 
happy had they Philofophers for their Kings *, it is equal- 
ly true, that- Kings are the more happy, when many of 
their fubjedts are Piiilofophers. 

It muil be confeffed, however, that this rational fpirir, 
which begins to prcfide over education in the large towns, 
has not yet been able to cure the phrenzy of the fanatics 
in the Cevennes, nor prevent the inferior people of Paris 
from Ihewing their folly at the tomb of St. Medard 


Miracles were faid to performed at the tomb of the Abb6 
^ans, in the year 1730. As tiis Abbe was a profefTed Janfenift, the 
Eluits would not allow him to be a Saint, and found means tointereft 
ot the Clergy and the Government againft his pj eierffions to this 
fK Archbifhop of Paris publiihcd a mandamus, condemning 

of this beaiifted janfenift. The Life of the Abbe, 
the^H , publiftied at Bruifels, was pronounced heretical, by 

Congregation of the Oftice, and burnt by the hands of the 

T a nor 



278 


THE AfcE OF LOUIS XIV. 

nor quiet the difputfs, as violent as they are frivolous, 
which arife between men who ought to be wifer. But 
before this age, fuch difputes had caufed troubles in the 
State i the miracles of Sc. Medard would have b^en cre-„ 
ditedby the moft confiderable Citizens ; and fanaticifm, 
now confined within the mountains of the Cevennes, 
would have diftufed itfelf into the towns. 

All kinds of fcience and literature vere exhaufted in 
this age ; and fo many Writers have extended the powers 
of the human underftandiiig, that thofe who at other 
times w'oiild have been thought prodigies, paffed un- 
diflinguifhed in the crowd. T-heir glory is Itfiened, on 
account of their number ; but the glory of the age is, 
therefore, tlie greater. 


CHAP. XXXII. 


Of the Fine Arts, 


T rue philofophy made not in France fo great a 
progrefsas in England and Florence *, and though 
the Academy of Sciences was of advantage to the human 
underfianding, it did not fet France above other Nations. 
All the great inventions, all the great truths, took their 
rife elfe where. 

But in eloquence, in poetry, in polite literature, in 
books of morality and entertainment, the French were 
< the Legiflators of Europe. There remained no longer 
any tatte in Italy. True eloquence was every where 
unknown. Religion was taught ridiculoufly the 
-pulp't, and Caules pleaded as abfurdly at the Bar. 1 ^ 
. PrcHchers quoted Virgil and Ovid ; the Lawyers • 
Auiha and St. Jerome. There had not yet ankn 


lufj^man ; but the reputation of the defunft flonrilhed . 
perlcciuior\^. His tomb was furrounded by crowds ot aev . 
the lame were cured, the blind were reilored to fight ; lot a 
tjlogue of miracles daily encrcafed, ^until the burying-g**^'^ 
Medard was fliut up, by the King’s exprefs arret, and tnen , 
being deprived of his retinue, funk imo oblivion. Smmt, 
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Genius capable of giving to the French language a turn 
of period, or of phrafe, a harmony of tneafure, a pro- 
priety of ftile, or a dignity of expreffion. Some verfes 
of Malherbe had only made it known, that it was ca- 
pable both of force and grandeur ; but that was all. 
The fame Writers who had fucceeded fo well in Latin, 
asthePrefidentDeThou^and theChancellor De THopital, 
did not appear the fame perfons when they attempted to 
corapofe in their own language, which was reft iff in their 
hands. The French tongue had not yet any thing to re- 
commend it, but a certain naivete, which was the only 
merit of Joinville^, 0^ Amiot f, of Marot of Mon- 
tagncll, of Regnier §, and Qf the Menippean Satires**. 
This limplicity was debafed with a great deal of irregu- 
larity and coarfenefc. 

John de Ljngendes, BKhop of Ma^on, unknown at 
prefent, as he did not publifh his writings, v/as thefirft 
Preacher who delivered himfelf in a polite ftile. His 
Sermons and his Funeral Orations, though yet mixed up 
with the ruft of his time, were the model of the Orators 
who imitated and furpaffed him. The Funeral Oration 
of Charles-Emanuel, Dukeof Savoy, furnamed the Greats 

^ An eminent Stateiman in the reign of Louis JX. in the thirteenth 
century. He compofed the Hiftory of St. Louis, which is n workhoih 
curious and entertaining. He died in 1318 . Tranilaior. 

t An Author, of little fame, it may be fuppofed, as he is not taken 
notice of by the Biographers. Ibid, 
t Valet-de-Chambre to Francis I. He ,was eftcemed a good Poet 
in his time. Fontaine profeffedly imitated him. He tranflated feme 
pf the Pfalms of Davi^, which were cenfured by the College of Di- 
vinity at Paris, which made them fell the better. He was .the firft 
that introduced a furt of Doggerel Verfe, called Maroticks, from his 
nan e, and fince imitated moft lucccfsfully by Butler, in his Hudibras. 
We died in 1544. Bid, 

II This Author is fufficiently known. He is a fenlible, philofophic; 
and entertaining Egotift. Ibid, , 

§ There were two of this name, Mathurin and Seraphin. The 
nrft was a Satirift, of the fixteenth century ; a great profligate, by his 
own confelHon. The fecond was a Poet, of the fcventeeitth century, 
charailer. He translated Anacreon into Italian* 

^ * So called from Mcnippus, an ancient Cynical Poet, who wrote 
coarfe Satires, and then hanged himfelf. Ibid, 
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in his own country,* j(fof!Ounce 4 by Lingeodcs, in 1630, 
was fo replete with fublit^e ftrolces of eloquence, that 
Flcchier, a iong while after, borrowed tbe ehtire exor* 
<|ianri, as well as the artd federal remarkable paf. 
lliges frorn it, to adorn his famous Funeral Oration upon * 
Vifcount Turehne 

Balzac, at that time, gave numbers and harmony to 
the French profe. riis Letters, however, arc written 
in too bombaflical a ftile. He fays to the firft Cardinal 
de Retz +, “ You have taken the feeptre of Kings, and 
the livery of rofes J.” He wrote from Rome to Bois. 
Robert, in fpeaking of feented .waters, “ 1 fave my life 
by fwimming in my chamber through waves of per- 
“ fumes.** Notwithftanding his faults, he charms the 
ear. Eloquence has fuch- a power over the minds of 
men, that Balzac was admired m his time, for having dif- 
covered that Imall part of this nccelfary and neglefied 
art, which confids m the harmonious choice of words *, 

V and even for having often ufed them improperly ||. 
Voirurc afforded fome idea of the fuperficial graces of 
an epiftolary ftile, which is not the beft kind, becaufeit 
'confifts merely in entertaining. Two volumes of Epiftles 
, are but an idle work, which contain not .a fingle Letter 
that is inftruftive, notone that flows from the heart, that 
paints the manners of the times, or the charafters of 
men. This is rather an abufe than an exercife of wit. 

The language began to attain a purity, and affume s 
more fteady form. 1 his w^s owing to the French Aca 

* He is fpoken of in the Catalogue of the French Writers prefixed 
to this work, Voi. I. Tra»Jlatdr, 

+ Uncle to the faftious Prieft of the Fronde. Ibi^. 

X Alluding tohlirank as a Prince, and to the colour of his fcarlct 
Tohe. 

^ II In a former Note, op the article of Balzac, in the Catalogue of the 
French Writers, I took notice of k neglcft in M. Voltaire, for not 
, mentioning the colleftion of i.etters above fpoken of j but J find 
that he only deferred it to fpeak more fully upon the fubjed here. 
He has certainly too much wjt for the epiftolary ftile ; but that we 
may forgive him, as it is a fcarcc commodity ; bat he has ftlH 
Battery, which we cannot pardon, as this is a drug. Ail his Statcimeo 
arc Solons, bis Generals Cafars, and hla Bleeps daints. 



THE AGE OF LOtflS XIV, 2U 

demy, but more particularly to Vatlgclas*. His tfanfla- 
tiori of QuirttttI Curtiuj, which was pufalilhed in 164.6, 
was the fifft good book written in a pure ftile ; fo that 
jery of the phrafes or exp^efflons arc yet become 
"obfolete. 

Oliver Patru f , who followed foon after, contributed 
to refine the language ^ and though he was not deemed 
a profound lawyer, yet we are indebted to him for a juft 
difpofition, perfpicuity, decorum, and elegance of dif- 
courfe j merits abfolutely unknown before him at the 
Bar. 

One of the works which contributed themoft to form 
thetafteof the Nation, and to give it a rclifii of juftnefs 
and correftnefs, was the fmall colledlion of the Maxims 
of Francis Duke of Rochefoucauk. Though there is 
but one truth J in this book, namely, that felf 4 ove is the 
fpringof all our anions yet this thought prefents itfelf 
under fuch a variety ofafpedls, that it is always ftriking. 
It is notfo much a book, as the materials for embeUifhing 
one. This little colledtion was much read and admired ; 
it accuftomed men to think, and to comprize their 
thoughts in a lively, correct, and delicate turn of expref- 
fion. This was a merit that no Writer had poireffed 
before him in Europe, fince the revival of Letters. 

But the firft worK of genius that appeared in pi ole, v/as 
thecolleftion of the Provincial Letter Sy in 1654 Examples 
of every fpecies, of eloquence may there be found. There 
IS not a Angle word in it, which, after an hundred years, 
has fuffered the change to which all living languages 
are liable. We may refer to this work the asra when 
our language became fixed. The Billiop of Lufon, fon 


• ^entioned before in the Catalogue. 

or propofition, would have been a jufier term here.— 


talLo/ his name, and the Note upon it, in the Ca- 

forms an Satiriflf fay, that even When a perfon pef- 

^he moft apparently difinterefted, to his dvvn lofs and 
treafury of felf-love receives a fee from the very 

hut the But pleafdre, in fuch cafes, js not the motive, 

, ^otinmttant, only. W{ti 


J 


of 
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of the celt^bratecl Bifiry, told me, that haying aflced tlic 
Biftiop of Meaox what work he would chufe to hare been 
the author of, exclufive of his own, Boffuet replied 
“ The Provincial Letters,” They haveloft a good deal of 
their poignancy fmce the Jefuits have been abolijhecC 
and the objedts of their difp^utes fallen into contempt. 

The good tafte which reigns throughout this work 
and the ftrcngth of the laft Letters, were not at firft fuf 
ficient to corred the loofe, diffufe, incorred, and uncon- 
neded ftile, which had fo long infeded our Authors 
Preachers, and Pleaders at the Bar. ^ ’ 

One of the firft who difplayed in the pulpit a reafonintr 
uniformly eloquent, was Father Bourdaloue, about the 
year 1 658, He was a new light. There have fince ap- 
peared other ccclefiaftical orators; as Maflillon, Bifhop 
of Clcrmonr, in whofc fermons are found more graces, 
more delicate and mafterly pidures of the manners of 
the age ; but none of them can cclipfe Bourdaloue. In 
his ftile, more nervous than florid, without the leafl; 
fancy in the exprefiion, he Icems rather to aim at con- 
vincing, than inflaming ; and never labours to pleafe. 

Perhaps it wc.c to'be wiflied, that in banilhing from 
the pulpit I'h.’t falfe tafle whereby it had been fodebaled, 
he had alio fuppreffed tile cuftom of pleaching upon a 
text. In reality, to fpeak a good while upon a quotation 
or one or two lines, to weary one’s fclf in accommodating 
the whole difci jiirlcto that l;ne,feem8 to be a pradice little 
luiiing the gravity of a Divine. The text is a kind of 
device, or rudicr enigma, to be explained by thefermon. 

1 his cuilom was unknown to the Greeks and Romans; 
it arofe ui)on the decline of Letters, and has been confe- 
crated by time. 

I'hc method of always dividing into two or three 
iiead-s things that require no divifion, as morality, or 
that require it a great deal more, as controverfy; is 
a; biL’^ary cuftom, which Father Bdurdaloiie found cto- 
bldhcc, and with which he chofe to conform. 

Boflijcr, alterwards Bifliop of Meaux, had preceded 
him. 1 Ic, who proved aftervvards fo great a man, 
at firft intended for the Bar, and contraded when very 

yoong ^ 
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young to Mademoifelle Des-Viei]x’ a laciy of extra- 
ordinary merit. But his talents for divinity,, and for 
that kind of eloquence whereby he is particularly 
diftinguiflied, appeared fo very early, that his relations 
^and friends determined to dedicate Iiini rather to the 
Church. Mademoifelle Des-Vieux interefted herfclf 
in determining him in this point, preferring his glory 
to the happinefs of fpending her life with hiTn In 
1662, being yet very young, he preached before the 
King and ^een-Mother, a long time before Fatlier 
Bourdaloue was known. His difeourfes, animated by 
a noble and affefting manner, the firfl: wiiich had been 
delivered at Court that approached the fublime, were 
fowell received, that the King cr.ul'ed a letter to be 
written in his own name to his father, the Intendant 
ofSoiflbns, congratulating him on the merit of his fon. 

Neverthelcfs, when Bourdaloue appeared, BoiTuet no 
longer was efteemed the firfl: preacher. I Ic had applied 
himfclf to the compofing funeral orations •, a Ipecici 
of eloquence that requires imagination, and majeftic 
grandeur bordering a little on poetry, from which it 
mult always borrow Ibmeiliing, though with diferetion, 
when it aims at the fublime. The iuneral (.ration of 
the Queen-Mother, which he pronounced in 1667, 
procured him the Bifhopric of Condom ; but it was a 
performance unworthy of him, and was never printed, 
no more than his fermons. The funtial elcgiuin upon 
the Qtieen of England, widow of Charles i. which he 
delivered in 1669, allowed in every part to be a 
mafter-piece. The fubjefts in thefe pieces of elo- 
quence are happy, in proportion to the misfortunes 
luftained by the deccafecl. It is here, as in fomc Crt 
^tragedy, where the great misfortunes of the principal 
chara(fters are what interell us moil. 

Elis funeral oration on Madame']-, who v/as faatched 
away in the flower of her youth, and expired in his 
had the great and uncommon eftebt of melting 

t' * 

^6 the Catalogue of Writers, for the article BolTiict. 

Henrietta Duchefs of Orleans. 
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the whole Court iifto tears. He was obliged to (lop 
after thefe words : ** O fatal night ! O night of horror, 
when fuddcnly was heard, like a clap of thunder, the 
Ihocking found of Madame isdying! Madame is dead!’*. 
The whole congregation fobbed, and the voice of the 
orator was interrupted by their fighs and tears. 

The French were the only people who fucceeded in 
this kinS of eloquence. A new one was foon after in- 
vented by the fame perfon, which in any other hand could 
fcarcely have fucceeded. He applied the art of oratory 
to hiftory itfelF, which feems to exclude it. His 
Difeourfe upon Umveffal Hijlorf; written for the life of 
the Dauphin, is without model or imitation. Though 
he has been oppofed by the Learned in the fyftcm which 
he adopts for reconciling the Jewilh chronology with 
chat of other nations, his ftile has been univcrfally 
admired. The World was aftonifhed at that majeftic 
force with which he deferibes the manners, the govern- 
ment, the rife and fall of the great empires ; and 
thofe rapid ftrokes of energetic truth wkh which he 
paints, and with which he judges the nations. 

Almoft all the works which refleft fo much honour 
upon this Age, were of a fpecies unknown to antiquity. 
‘fekmachus is of this number. Fcnelon, the difciple, 
the friend of Boffuct, and after, in fpite of himfelf, 
become his rival and his enemy, compofed this fingular 
work, which partakes at once of the romance and 
poetry, and which fubftitutes a meafured profe in the 
room of verfification. One would think that Fenelon 
was inclined to treat romance as the Bifhop of Mcaux ^ 
had done hiftory, by endowing it with a dignity and 
charms before unknown j but more efpecially to 
deduce from thefe fiftions a moral that might be ufcful 
to mankind ; a moral dll then entirely negleftcd in every 
fabulous inyenrion. It has been generally believed, 
that he compofed this work to ferve for themes and 
inftrutSion to the Puke pf Burgundy, and the other 
children of France, tp whoip he was preceptor, as 
the Bifnop of Meaux had formed his Univerfal Hiftory 
for the education of the Dauphin, But I was ajTurea 
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of the contrary, by the Marquis^ de Fenelon, the 
nephew of this great man, who in^Jerited all his virtues, 
and was killed at the battle of Rocou. Nor docs it 
indeed feem probable, that the firft leffons given by a 
^prieft to the children of France, fliould be the loves of 
Calypfo and Eucharis. 

It was not till after he was confined to his diocefe of 
Cambray, that he compofed this performance. Well 
read in the Antients, and born with a lively and glowing 
imagination, he formed a ftik peculiar to liimfclf, and 
wrote it with infinite eafe. I have fcen the original 
manufeript, and there are not ten erafurcs in the whole. 
He compoled it in thfte months, in the height of his 
unhappy difputes about Quietifm ; and his relaxations 
were certainly preferable to his occupations. It is pre- 
tended that the firft impreffion was taken from a copy 
ftolen by one of his domeftics. If this be true, the 
Archbifhop of Cambray owes all the reputation which 
he has acquired in Europe to this breach of truft ; but 
to the fame caufc he is indebted alfo for being ever afrer 
out of favour at Court. There were fomc who ima- 
gined they could trace in Telemachus an indireft rc- 
fiection upon the Government of* Louis XIV. Sefoftris, 
too haughty in his triumphs Idomeneus, who efta- 
bliihed luxury in Salentum, and neglefted oeconomy, 
were thought to be portraits of the King; yet, after 
all, it was impoiTibie for him to have had a fuperfluity, 
without a cultivation of the effential and neceffary arts. 
The Marquis de Louvois was iuppofed by the male- 
contents to be reprefented in the charader of Prctefi- 
Lus ; vain, intradable, haughty, and an enemy to 
thofe great Generals who chofe to ferve the State, and 
not the Mkiiller. 

I k Allies, who in the war of 1668 united againfe 
L^uis XIV, and who in lyoi (hook his Throne, ti*aced 
his charader with infinite pleafurc in that of Idomeneus, 
whole haughtinefs had rendered him odious to all his 
*'*cighbours. TheJ'e allufions made tlie deeper impreffion, 

means ot the harmony of the ftile, which fo gently 
if'unuates moderation ami concord. Even the french 
i themldves, 
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themklves, as wcjl ,as ftrangers, tired out with fo 
irany wars, found a( malicious conlblation in tracino- 
a fatire of this kind through a book meant to inculcate 
the principles of virtue. The editions of it were in. 
numerable: I have feen fourteen in Englifh. It is true 
that alter the death of this Monarch, fo feared, fo 
envied, fo refpefted by all, fo hated by fome, when 
the malignity of mankind ceafed to fatiate itfelf with 
thole pretended allufions whicli cenfiired his conduct, 
the judges of the correfteft talte treated '‘Telemackis 
with fevtrity. They blamed it, as being too tedious 
and circumilantial •, as having too little connedlion in 
the adventures ; bcTides the deftriptions of a country- 
life occurring too often, and being too much of apiece; 
yet the book has been always efttemed as one of the 
fincil monuments of a flourilhing Age. 

Among productions of a fingular kind, may be 
counLtd the Charatters of La Bruyere. We have no 
copies of foch a wmrk among the Ancients % no more 
than of Vekmcchus, A ftile rapid, concife, and ner- 
vous; exprclTicns pifturefque ; an entire new ufe of 
language, without offending againft its rules ; capti- 
vared the Public ; and the allufions, which every where 
occur, completed its fuccefs. When La Bruyere Ihewed 
his work in manufeript to Mr. Malezieux f , It will 
‘‘ procure you (faid he) many readers, and many 
“ enemies.” The reputation- of this book funk in the 
public opinion, w^hen the whole generation againft 
v/hich it was levelled was no more; yet, as there are 
in it many pifilges applicable to all times and all places, 
there is room to believe it will never be entirely for- 
gottr n. V ekmachu: has had fomc imitators; LaBruyere's 
CLarcticrs have produced many more. It is much 
cafier to Iketch iliort piftures of iiriking things, than to 
produce a long work of imagination, which will at 
once both pleale and inftruft. 

* Wa' n';* his model ? Tranjlatsr* 

“I St u di'j lie of Writers, 


2 



the age of LOUIS xw . 


23 / 

l1ie happy art of afibciating th^ Graces with Philo- 
fcphy was a new thing, of which tlui l^luraUty of f Farids'^ 
was the fiiit fpecimen, though a dangerous one; be- 
ciiufe the native drefs of Philofophy llioukl be compoiecl 
order, perlpicuity, but more efpecially of truths 
There is nothing to hinder this ingenious work from 
bein" ranked amongft our Ciadks by pofttrity, but 
that it was partly founded upon Cartefius’ chimerical, 
notion of the vojtices. 

To thefe new fpecies may be added Bayle’s work, 
who gave us a kind of reafoning diclionary. It is the 
firft book of this fort whence a man may he taught to 
think ; though we muft indeed abandon to the fate 
of common produd ions furli articles in this collection, 
as contain only trifling fails, unwouhy of the chirader, 
of Bayle, beneath the attention of a grave reader, or 
the regard of poflerity. It is necclfary to obferve, 
that in ranking Bayle among the authors who refieit 
honour upon the Age of Louis XIV\ though he was a 
refugee in Holland, I only conform to the Decree of 
the Parliament of Thouloufc, which in declaring his 
will valid in Prance, hotwithilanding the rigour of the 
laws, exprefsly faid, Such a nian cannot be looked 
upon as a foreigner.” 

We fhail not defcant here upon the muliitude of 
good books produced in this Age *, -wc fliali only dwell 
upon fuch new and fingular- productions of Genius, 
as cliarailerife and diilinguifli it from all others. The 
eloquence, for example, of Bofiuct and Bourclaloue 
are nor, nay cannot, be deemed fimilar to thet of Cicero. 
The merit, as well as ihe fpecies, was tiuireiy new. 
If any produftion .of tlf’s ae:a comes ncai tiic Roman 
urator, it mull be the three Pleadings, of Pdiilbn, 
compofed for pouquec. 'They, like many of I'uliy’s 
orations, are a mixture of judicial auvi lUtc matters 
lolLily handled, with an art Icafcely dikernible, and 
*iUorned with the molt afilkting chauus of oratory. 


We 
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We have had Ififtorians, but no Titus Livius. 
ftile of ^he Confpimy of Venice may rank with Salluft* 
that he was the Abbe dc St. Real’s model is evident, and 
perhaps he has furpaffed him. All the other writing 
of which wc have been fpeaking, feem to have been o?» 
a new creation. And it is this which fo peculiarly 
marks this illuftrious Age 5 for both the fixteenth and 
feventeenth centuries have produced Scholars and Com- 
mentators, but true Genius had not yet unfolded itfelf. 

Who would believe that thefe excellent profe works, 
of which we have taken notice, had probably never 
cxifted, had they not been preceded by poetry ? Yet 
fuch has been the fate of the’diumaaundcrftanding in 
all nations, that verfe has every where been the firft 
offspring of Genius, and the parent of Ebquence. 

It is the fame with men in general, as with particu- 
lars. Plato and Cicero began with verfifying. When 
every body had by heart the few fine verfes left us by 
Malherbe, we had not one fublime or noble palHigc 
in profe to quote *, and it is very likely that the genius 
of profe writers had never difplayed itfelf, without the 
aid of Peter Corneille 

This great man is the more to be admired, becaufc 
when he began to write Tragedies, he had none but the 
very worft models before him > and as thefe bad patterns 
were highly efteemed, he may be laid to have been 
further mut out from the road to fuccefs : and the more 
to augment his difcouragemcnt, they were favoured by 
Cardinal Richelieu, the proteftor of men of letters, but 
not of tafte. He rewarded the moft niiferable fcribblcrs, 
who are commonly Jycophants j and from his haughti- 
nefs of mind, fo proper on other occafions, he ciidea' 
voured to humble men of real genius, whom he viewed 
not without feme pique, as they feldom can ftoop to 
dependence. It rarely happens that a m^n of power 

• This is a moft curious argument of M. Voltaire’s. But, lu 
order to compleat it, he (hould have obferved, from the inllances e 
adduces, of ‘Plato and Cicero, that the writing of bad verfes was t s 
bdl prognoftic of genius. Two exceptions would better prove 
general rule, than two TrU^Jiator* .. 
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cordially patronizes the beft artifts,* when he himfclf is 

anartift. ^ 

Corneille had the times, his rivals, and the Cardinal^ 
.40 combat. 1 fhali not rehearfe here all that has been 
faid about fhe Qd , let it fuffice that the Academy, in 
their critical decifions betwee n Cornc He and Scudery, 
(hewed too much complaifancc for his En.inencc, in con- 
demning the love of Chimene. To love ihe murderer 
of her father, and yet perfift in avenging the murder, 
was admirably fine. To have conquered Ivs pafTion 
had been a capital defeat in the tragic art, which con- 
fifts principally in the'ftruggles of the heart. Bur, 
except to Corneille, the dramatic art was then entirely 
unknown to the world. Nor was 'Ihs Cid the only one 
of his works which the Cardinal ftrove to depreciate j 
for the Abbe Polignac tells us, that he difapproved of 
Polieu^es, alfo* the Cid, after all, was a noble imi- 
tation, and in many places a tranflation, of Guiilain de 
Caftro*. Cinna^ which followed it, was original. 
I knew an old domeftic,of the Conde family^ who faid, 
that at the firft exhibition of Chjm, the great Conde, 
being then only twenty years old, (bed tears at thefc 
lines pronounced by Auguilus : 


Je fiiie maitre de rtioi, comme de Tunivers \ 

Je le fuis, je veux Tetrc. O Circles! o meinoire I 
Confervt’z d jamais ma iiouvellc victoire. 

Je tiiomphe aujourdM^ui dy plus juiie couroux, 
J)e qui le fouveuir puiffe alier julqu* a vous 1 
Soyons amis, Cwna ; c’ell moi qui t’en con vie. 

Myfelf I govern, as the world I rule. 

In att and will. O Time ! O Memory! 

Hear and record this my new v dory I 
Behold me triumph over my jull ire, 

And let Poftcruy the deed admire! 

Cuma, let us be friend*} Cafar alks it. 


cf Guilhi. Spanilh tragedies upon this fubjed ; T.ie 

^ and rtJonrador ce Supadre ot jehn daj 

Caflro.^ as many kene* of Dramante a 

Voi.II. '' Tl 
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Thefe were the tcar^s of a hero. The great Corneilk 
forcing tears of admiration from the eyes of the great 
Condc, is a moft celebrated epocha in the hilloryofthe 
human mind. The many pieces unworthy of hindelt 
which lie afterwards publilhed, will never hinder th* 
nation from regarding him as a great man j no more than 
the confiderablc blemiflies of Homer have prevented his 
being thought fublime. It is- the privilege of true 
genius, more efpecially when it ftrikes out into a new 
path, to launch with impunity into confiderable 
error *. 

Corneille formed himfelf; but Louis XIV. Colbert, 
Sophocles, and Euripides, all contributed to form 
Racine, An ode which he compofed at the age of 
eighteen, on the King’s marriage, and for which he 
obtained an ,unexpefted prefent, determined him in 
purfuit of poetry. His reputation encreafes every day, 
and that of the works of Corneille has fomewhat dimi- 
nifhed •, the reafon of which is, that Racine, in all his per- 
formances fubfequent to Alexander^ is always correft, 
always elegant, and always natural ; that he fpeaks 
to the heart ; while the other is often deficient in all 
thefe refpefts. Racine underftood the paflions much 
better than either the Greeks or Corneille ; and 
carried the fmooth flow of verfification, ar well as the 
graces of expreffion, to the Kighefl point they were 
capable of. By thefe great 'men the nation was taught 
to think, led, and exprefs themfelves *, and their audi- 
tors, by them only inftrudled, became at length judi- 
cious critics of what their very maflers produced. 

In the time of Cardinal Richelieu there were but 
few people in France capable of difeerning the faults 


What prevented M. Voltaire from applying this remark 
Shakefpeare ? I’hc Abbe Troublet jufliy fays, “ bi un ouvrage n'l’ 
‘‘ defautc eioit poffible, il r,e le Icroit cju’ a un homme mediocK- 
If a ta:.!tlcjs n.-jcrl jcfjibUj it cculd only^ be executed hy a ferjor^ ^ 

He f.:ys very v/cih a-fo, in another place, “ 1 W 
‘‘ a r.eii de' 1 1',-, e db ent, ouvr.ige tans defitut, et un oiivia^^ 

parfail,’* ^ h.}: is i.cthi-ng fo drfient^ a fault lejs nvork, and u ftU- 
A diatnOiTcI Wita a liavv is picferable'tocryllal. Tranjlator* 
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oi^fkCid-, and in 1702, when ^tMia that maftcr- 
piece of dramatic writing, was performed at the houfe 
of the Duchefs of Burgundy, the Courtiers thought 
themfelves fufficient judges to condemn it. Time has 
‘jone the author juftice ; but that great man died with- 
out fliarmg in the fuccefs of his moft admirable compo- 
lition. 

Tliere was ever a numerous party which were aftive 
to decry Racine. Madame deSevigne, the firll epiftolary 
writer of her time, and who had particularly the art of 
I exprelFing the mereft trifles with grace, always faid that 
Racine’s fame would never be great. She judged of 
him as Ihe did of coflFee, about the virtues of which 
ihe faid the Public would foon be undeceived. Time 
is requifite to ripen reputations. 

The Angular fortune of this mra rendered Moliere 
contemporary with Corneille and Racine. It is not true 
that Moliere at his firft appearance found the ftage 
utterly devoid of good Comeoics. Corneille had pro- 
duced bis Lyar, a piece taken from the Spanifh, as well 
as The Cid, a piece of charaiter and intrigue ; and 
Qumault’s Coquet-motber, a piece* not only abounding 
With charafter and intrigue, but even the very model of 
intrigue, had been exhibited, when only two of Moliere’s 
capital pieces were prefented. It m.ade its appearance 
in 1664, and is the firft Comedy in which appears the 
^arader ot a fpecies of men finte called Marquis'. 
Moft of the Nobility of Louis XIV.’s Courr endea- 
oured to imitate the grandeur, fplendour, and dignity 
of their Sovereign. Tholb of an inferior dais copied 

exalted air of their iuperiors ; and there were many 
Bp L predominant dcAre of 
heigh conlequence, to the moft ridiculous 

by^olitrnn'f 

thefe imr ’ !■ h to lid tiic i’ublc of 

of priKk-”tl'p tbc alfectation 

jarg i of h ' and the 

may bet P''i;'icians. Moliere .as, tf one 

> Pernntred to uie the expreflion, tlic -giver of 

^ ^ poiitencls 
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politenefs to the ' world. I only here fpeak of the 
iervices he rendered to the Age : every body knows 
fufficiently his other noerits, 

7'his was an $ra worthy the attention of futurity, 
when the heroes of Corneille and Racine, the charafters’ 
ofMoliere, the mufical compofitions of Lully, fovery 
new to the nation, and (fince we only fpeak here of the 
arts) the eloquence of a Bofluetand aBourdaloue, were 
exhibited before a Louis XIV. a Duchefs of Orleans 
fo remarkable for the moft: finifhed tafte, a Condc, a 
Tufenne, a Colbert, and that croud of illuftrious 
men, of every fort, that now. appeared. Thofc times 
will never return, wherein a Duke de la Rochefoucaulr, 
author of the Maxims, after enjoying the converfation 
of a Pafeal and an Arnauld, fliall repair to the theatre 
of Corneille. 

Defpreaux raifed himfelf to the rank of thefe great 
men, not by his firft fatires, for poftcrity will not be 
much entertained with an account of the troubles of 
Paris, or with the names of the Caffaignes and the 
Coiins ; but he has inftrufted that pofterity by his fine 
cpiftlcs, and efpeciaHy by his Art cf Poetry, where 
even Corneille might have found many ufeful kffons. 

La Fontaine, lefs chafte in his ftile, lefs correft in his 
language, but inimitable in his naivete, and thole graces 
peculiar to his manner, raifed himfelf, by the limplicity of 
his narrations, nearly to an equality with thofe fublime 
Genius’s. 

Quinanlt, who excelled in a new mode of writing, the 
fnore difficult for its appearing to be the more eafy, 
juftly deferves a place amongfl: thefe his illuftrious coii- 
rcmpoiaries. 7'he injuftice wherewith Boilcau decried 
him is well known. Boileau had never learned to k- 
crifice to fthe Graces ; and it was in vain, that he all his 
life fought to humble a man who was only infpired by 
them. The greareft praife that can be given to a Poet, 
is to remember his verfts. Whole fcencs of Quinaulc 
»rc got by heart, an advantage at which the Italian 
Opera couid never arrive. French mufic has remained 
in a ftate of fimplicity which ‘ is no longer the tafte w 
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rtv other Nation ^ but thofe fimple and beautiful ftrokes 
of Nature which fo frequently charno in Quinault, ftill 
leaie in every pai« of Europe thofe who are mailers of 
the French tongue, and poffefs a refined tafte. Had we 
found fuch poems as an Armida^ or an Aiys^ among 
the remains of antiquity, with what idolatry had they been 
leceived ! but Qiiinaulc was a modern. 

All thefe great men were known and patronized by 
Louis XIV. except La Fontaine. Flis extreme fimpli- 
city, which amounted even to a negledl of himfelf, kept 
him at a diftance frorfi Court, where he never once 
thought of appearing. The Duke of Burgundy fought 
him out, and in his old age he received fome favours 
from that Prince. Fie was, notwithftanding his genius, 
as fimple in his manners as the heroes of his fables. 
Pouget, one of the Fathers of the Oratory, thinks he has 
great merit in treating this man of fuch innocent man- 
nets as if he fpoke of a Brinvilliers, or a Voifin. His 
tales arc only from Poggius, Ariofto, and the Queen of 
Navarre. If wantonnefs be dangerous, it is not wit or 
humour that impofes it. One may apply to La Fon- 
taine his admirable fable of the Beafts fick of the Plague^ 
which accufc each other of their fins *, the lions, the 
wolves, and the bears, are pardoned every thing, and an 
innocent animal is devoured for having nibbled a little 
grafs. In the fchool of thefe Genius’s, deftined to be 
the delight and inftruftion of pofterity, were formed 
many men of wit, who have produced a multitude of 
elegant little pieces, which ferve to amufe people of 
talte, juft as we have feveral good painters who are yet 
unequal to Poufiin, Le Sueur, Le Brwn, Le Moine, or 
Vanloo, 

But towards the end of Louis XIV’s reign, two men 
rofe fuperior to the clafs of mediocrity, and acquired a 
great degree of reputation. One was La Mottc-Hou- 
\ rather of a more folid and cxtenfive, than a fu- 
blime capacity. In profe he was delicate and metho- 
dical • but in his poetry often wanted that fire and cle- 

* Sec the Catalogue of Writm, for hit nainr, 
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gance, even that corrednefs, the negled of which is only 
to bedifpenfed with in favour of the fnMime. He 
ho^'evrr ji us fome beautiful for they can^ 

net be properly called odes. His taleiits were not long, 
lived, yet the many beautiful pieces he has left us, of 
more chan one kind, are fufficient to fet him above au- 
thors of the IowlII clafs. In him is proved, that, -n the 
art of writing, fome may rank as feconds. 

The other was RouHeau, who, with Icfs genius, lefs 
art and facility, than La Motte, had yet greats r talents 
for veifirication. His odes wefb wriitt n after! -a Motte j 
but they are more beautiful, more diverhfied, and fuller 
of imagery. In his pfalms, he comes up to that re pture 
and hainiony fo remarkable in the Canticles of R.<cine. 
His ep'grams are better finilhed than thole of Marot. 
He had lefs fuccefs in operas, \vluch rtquhe fenfibility; 
nor did he fucc ed in comedy, in which a fp'rir of gaiety 
is nerdlary ; nor in his moral epililes, which naifl be 
founded :n truth. In fhele requdites he may be deheientj 
therefore in thdh khuis of writing he did not lucceed, 
becaufc they were fore gn to his genius. 

Had the Marotic ftiic w'hicn he ul<.d in his ferious 
works been imitated, he would have corrupted the 
Fre.xh tongue : but happily that mixture of the purity 
of our language, with theobfolete dialed fpokm above 
two hundred years before, did not long maintain its 
ground. Some of his cpiftles are ftill m:taiions ot Bui- 
Jeau, and are not compof d of noth ns fuificiently 
nor of acknowledged truths : truth only is amiable. 

He degenerated in foreign countries: whetb r his 
g' nins was impaired by his misfortunes, or that his pnn- 
(i[;al confiding in a choice of woids and hjppy 
tinns of exprenio.n, pjcrfeftions more neceffary and un- 
common than is generally imagined, he had notab'oad 
tin' fame advantages he might have fi und at home. F*" 
iloJ froa] his native land, he might rank it among his 

* 111 the burlefque ftilc of Marot, ‘a latitude was ufed 
/•'luic words ?!}ti c.' j’relTions with the mod cm languages, which £ ^ & 
wi-Ii ei.OiighiiiLiC, wai abfurd in gravrr compofitions. 'iranjlaior* 

misfor- 
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misfortunes, that he was no longer. under the eye of fe- 
vere criticifm. 

His long misfortunes had their foundation in an un- 
overnable felf-love, too much intermixed with jealoufy 
and animofity. His example lliould be a ftriking leflbn 
to all men of talents *, but we only confider him here as 
a Writer who has not a little contributed to the honour 
of Letters. 

We have had few great Genius’s fince the glorious 
days of thefe illultrious men •, and Nature feemed as it 
were to repole herfelf, a little time before the death of 
Louis the Great 

The road was difficult at the beginning of this Age, 
bccaule untrodden ; it is fo now likcwifcyi becaufe it has 
been beaten f . The great men of the preceding cen- 
tury have taught us to think and fpeak ; they have in- 
formed us of things which were before unknown. But 
little now is left to be laid by their fuccelfors. In fine, 
the multitude of excellent pieces has occafioned a kind 
of fatiety in literature, 

Tlie Age of Louis XIV. had in every thing, there- 
fore, the fate of the Ages of Leo X, of Auguftus, and of 
AK XdiKier. The foils which produced in thele illullrious 
times lb many fruits of genius, had been long before 
preparing to rear them. In vain have we fearched out 
m caulls moral and phyfical, the reafon of this flow 
huitfulnefs, and of the long fterility that enfued. The 
true reafon is, that among the Nations which cultivate 
the polite arts, it requires many years to purify their 
language and refine their tafte. When thefe prelimi- 
naries are adjufted, then genius begins to bloom. Emu- 
lation and public favour laviflied upon thefe nevy efforts, 
yxeite every talent. Each artilt in his particular fphere 
kizes upon thofe natural beauties which correfpond with 
his art. Whoever fathoms the theory of fuch arts as 
depend purely upon genius, muft, if he has any himfelf, 

* What an hyperbole is here ! Every thing bears issference to 
fiouis XIV. See the Notes in pages 3 and 108, Vol. I. Tranjlaior* 
t The metaphor is falfe here, 'as referring to travelling. Ibid, 

U 4 
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know that the primary beauties, the grand natural out, 
lines peculiar to fuch arts, and which are fuited to the 
Nation fpr which their talents are employed, are in num-' 
ber very confined. The lubjeds and their fuitable 
bellifhments have bouudaiics Hill more contrafted than 
is generally imagined. 

The Abbe du Bos, a man of great good fenfe, who, 
in 1714, compoled a Trcatife upon Poetry and Painting, 
found not in the whole Hiflory of France one proper 
fubjed for an epic poem, but the deftrudion of the 
League by Henry t!ie Great. 1 le ought to have added, 
that the ornaments of the epopa^k fuitable to the Greeks 
and Romans, and the Italians of the fifrecnth and fix* 
teenth renrurie^ being piofcr.bed by the French Writers ^ 
the fabulous deities, oracles, invulnerable heroes, mon- 
fters, forceries, metamorphofes, romantic adventures, now 
all gencially exploded the bcaiuits proper to epic 
poetry are confined within a very narrow circle. If 
therefore at any time a Genius forings up, who poffeires 
himfelf of all the embelliihinents fuitable to the times, 
to the fubjed, and to the nation, ami executes what he 
has attempted thofj wlio follow him will find the 
whole fund exhaufted. 

It is the fame in tragic compofulons. It is not to be 
fuppofed thatfubiime paflagesand elevated lentin^entscan 

* Here the Author alludes to hi'; own Poem, entitled La HenrliJi* 
We cannot, however, fablcribe to his opinion, or that of the Cnticr 
who Tuppofe the epop.ija depends To much Qn the machinery of 
Gods, &c. from the ufe of which \ve Chrifticn Authors are excluded.’ 
for granting the fccne or plan of tli^^ woL is laid within the pale of 
the Church, the opinions and traditions of our own fupeiuit.on lupph 
the Author with a fund of machinery as arnple as any that antiquit)' 
can produce. We have our demons, fatires, forceries, prophecies, ap- 
paritions, dreams, and even metamorphofes, with all the rojnannc 
adventures of chivalry, which, if properly exhibited, would produce 
as good an elfed as the intervention of the Gods r-f Homer, whiclc 
in fpfte of all that has been faiJ in their defence, certainly outiage 
probability, and would be a dil'grace to any fyflem of religion. Alter 
all, notwithftanding what Arilloile, ilobu, Kapin, and other Critics 
havefaid of ‘the fable and the machinery of the Fpic Poem, we win 
venture to affirm, that the fuccefc of it does not fo much depend up^n 
the c nlrivance ofthePoer, in thefe paiticulars, as upon thecharactu^ 
or manners, the imagery and verfilipation of tlie performance, 
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be fufceptibleof fuch infinite variety as to be always new 
gnd affefling: every thing has its boundaries. 

Nor is the cafe different, with regard to genteel comedy ; 
-there is not in human nature above a dozen charadters 
truly comic and highly marked. The Abbe du Bos, 
not having genius himfclf, thinks that men of wit may 
ftrike out a variety of new charafteis*, but they mult 
all be founded in Nature. He imagines that thofe trilling 
pecuharities which mark the different charafters 01* men, 
niay be as happily handled as the llronger diffinflions. 
The (hades, indeed, are innumerable, but her moll glar- 
ing colours are not many •, and it is thrfe 'great primary 
rays that the great mailers of Comedy. generally make 
life of 

Pulpit oratory, particularly that which relates to funeral 
culogium, is in the fame (late. Moral truths being once 
delivered with eloquence, the images of wretchednefs 
and liuman weakneis, the vanity of grandeur, and the 
devaftations of death, being once drawn by mallcrly 
hands, in time become common-place. VVe arc reduced 
to the necclfny of imitating, or .erring from the point. 
A fufficient number of fables being compofed by a La 
Fontaine, all further additions enter into the fame fyftem 
of morality ; and the courfe of adventine is nearly tha 
fame. Thus genius has but its a^ra, after which it mull 
necelfarily degenerate. 

Thofe kinds of fcience whofe fubjefls permit of per- 
petual renewal, Inch as hillory and natural philofophy, 
and which require only induftry, judgment, and a com- 
n^on underftanding, may moreeafily keep their ground; 

* Wnhoat entering into a difcuflion of this point, whet.ier Nature 
fias not produced more than a dozen original comic charaUer.^i, we 
iliall beg leave to obferve, that it is the bufinefs of Comedy to panic 
the follies of the age ; and every body knows, that the folbecof life: 

inunitely varied, acord.m^ to failion, time, and circumftance. 
Uollet. ^ ^ 

, Voltaire confines the fcopeof Comedy within too narrow limits, 
the diftinguilhing ftrokes of a general character which produce 
eifedt in the comic feene. A piece of painting compofed 
of the prifmatic colo«r.., vvithoflt their woala be but a 

Trc^njlator* 
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and tl.e manual am, fuch as painting and fculpture, caa 
never degenerate, when Princes, after the example of 
Louis XIV. are careful only to employ the beft mafters. 
For, in painting and fculpture, the fame fubjefts may be-* 
treated an liundred different ways. The Holy Family is 
drawn every day, though it is a fubjeft on which Ra- 
phael has difplayed the utmoft power of his arc ; but ij; 
would be ublurd again to undertake a Cmna^ an Ajtdro- 
machc^ an Art of Poetry^ or a Par tuff e 

It may be farther obferved, that the lafl; age having 
infiruded rhe prefent, it is become fo cafy to write in- 
different things, that \\e have been over-run with trifling 
books ; and, what is ftill worfe, many of them as ferious 
as ufekfi. But'amidft this quantity of pieces of finall 
merit, an evil become necelfary in a large city, opulent 
and idle, where one part of the people are always ftriving 
to amufe the other; there will now and ti.en be found 
fome excellent trads, either of hiftory or refiedion, or 
of that lupcrficial kind of writing which amuies every 
body -p 

The French Nation has, above all others, produced 
inofl; of thefe perfo.marlccs. Its language is become the 

We cannot thinfc this a fair comparifon. A pidure appeals in- 
flanlancuufiy to the eye, which enjoys it at the fitft glance : but a ;uaii 
mull take romc paii.s to become a judge of tragedy. A piflure is a 
valuable piece of furniture, an original ornament, of which the owner 
is folc j .’oiler ; an e.ghLccn-peuny pamphlet makes no figure at all, 
and is bokJo. common tothoufands ; a circumllance that mull gicaily 
diminifii iiav. I .e. Yet wc v/ill be bold to fay, that if the fanuTub- 
jed for tmgc'iy was treated by a dozen different Authors of eltablifiied 
rcputatH>u, vse (hou!d perufe them all with pleafure ; and if there was 
but one cO'oy of each, .f would, perhaps, fetch as great a price as an 
original A'JaJnna. SmoHet, 

f 'I he wrriiiigs of the prefent age have been undervalued, not fiom 
thei: n.eJ'oc dfy , [,.jt from their abundance. Geniu.s is become cheap, 
het.infe tar irarket i.s ovcrftocked. Mr. Pope was carelled by the 
Grcra, as the fir 11 Po"t of the age. His friendffiip was courted by the 
fiiff p^ifoiis in ihe irafion ; and his fortune was made at once by a li^ 
berai fu! fiiiption. Let it not be imagined we want to detraft hotti 
the memi-ry c:; fame of this excellent Writer, when wc declare our 
opinion; ’hat there are now living fevcral Authorsequa! toPop^tti 
poetical me. /, v.ko have never feh one ray of patronage or protection. 
id€m. 
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^01 


THE AGE OF LO,UIS XIV. 

of Europe ; every thing* luis contri-'iitrcl to 
this\ the celebrated Writers of the Ageofi .ouis XlV.- 
jliofewho lucceeded them •, the Calvinilt uiinjile>s who 
were refugees,* and carried eloquence and method into 
other countries ; a Bayle, above all, who v/rotc in HoU 
land, an<'i :end througnout Europe ; a iianin de 
Thoyras, who publilhed in French the only good His- 
tory of F ngland J ■, a St. Evremond, whofe acquaintance 
was fought by the whole Engiifli Court ; a Diurhefs of 
Mazarin, whom they were all ambitious copicatc ; ai.i a 
Madame d’Olbreufc, afterwards Dutcheis of Zell, who 
carried intoGermany all the graces ofher native country. 
The focial fpirit h the natural charadlerdlic of the 
French*, a merit and pleafure of \'hich other Nations 
feci the want. The French tongue is, of all otlier 
languages, that which exprefles every fiAjeoc of polite 
converiation with the greateft cafe, corredliu is, and ele- 
gance, and thereby contributes, all over Eurouc, to one 
of the greateft plcafures of life. 


CHAP. XXXIII. 

Set^uel of the Arts. 

T he arts which do not depend folely upon tlic 
mind, fuch as Mufic, Painting, Sculpture, and 
Architedure, made but fmall progrefs in France, be- 
fore that asra which we name the Age of Louis XIV. 
Muiic was as yet in its infancy ; all that wc knew were 
fome languid fongs, and a few /iirs for tlie violin, the 
guittar, and theorbo, moft even of which v/cre conipof- 
cd.in Spain. The talle, thefkillof a Lully, furpnfed 
Jhe nation. He was the firft who in France introduced 
hafes, half-notes, and fugues. However eafy and 
limplc his compolitions may now appear, the executing 

ed f will, we hope, admit of a difpute. Rapin reign- 

^or ome years, becaufe there wa« no competitor. The cafe is othcr- 

'vifcatprcfent*. 

B. Dr, Smollet wrote a Hiftory of EngUnd hlinfclf, ^rattjlator. 


of 
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of them muft at firlBf have coft feme pains. There arc 
at this time a thoufand people who underftand mufic 
for one who was a mafter of it in the days of Louis 
XIIL and the art has arrived at perfeftion, in the pro,"* 
grefiloa ** 

Few great towns are now without a public concert; 
whereas then there was not one, even in Paris. The 
King’s band of twenty-four violins, was all the mufic 
of France. 1 he different fpecies of fcience belonging 
to mufic, and its dependent arts, made afterwards luch 
a progrefs, that, about the end„of Louis XIV.’s reign, 
the art of pricking down dances was invented ; fo chat 
it may now be truly faid wc dance by book. 

In the Regency of Mary of Medicis, we had very 
great architeds. She built the Palace of Luxemburg 
in the Tufean ftyle, to do honour to her own country, 
and embellifli ours. The fame Dtibroffes to whom we 
owe the portal of St. Gervais, built that Qiieen’s Palace, 
which flic never enjoyed. Cardinal Richelieu, with equal 
greatnefs of foul, came not near her in taile. His Pa- 
lace, which now belongs to the Crown, is a proof of 
it. When that beautiful front of the Louvre, which 
with regret we flill behold unfiniflied, was firft raifed, 
we conceived the warmed expectations. Many magni- 
ficent buildings have been ereded by citizens ; but they 
have been more highly finiflied within than without, and 
contribute more to gratify the luxury of individuals, 
than to the cmbcllilhment of the city. 

Colbert, the Mcccnas of the Arts, founded an Academy 
of Architedure in 1671. It is not enough to have 
Vitruvius’s, we muft alio have Auguftus’s to employ 
thern. 

It is alfo neceffary that the municipal magiftrates 
fhould be men of public fpirlt, and poffcflcd of tafte. 
Two or three fuch Mayors of Paris as the Prefident; 
Turgot, would have prevented the reproach now call: 

* What mufic may have gained in compofitlon, it feems to have 

loft in exprefiion : for the modern refinements of this art are calni* 
latedto tickle the car, rather than wake oj affuage thtpaifioiis of 
heart. 
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'upon that city, on account of the 'l^own-hoiife, fo badly 
built, and fo ill fituatcd •, of the public fquare, fofinall 
ond irregular, remarkable only for executions and bon- 
fires; of the principal ftreets, fo extremely narrow; 
"andj^n fine, of thofe remains of barbarity, ftill fubM- 
incr in the midft of grandeur, and in the very bofom of 
all the arts. 

Painting began with PoufTin, in the days of Louis 
XIII. It is not worth while to take notice of the indif- 
ferent artifts in that way who preceded him. We have 
always fince his time hid great painters ; though not in- 
deed in that abundance* which conftitutes one of the 
riches of Italy. Bur to fay nothing of Le Sueur, who 
had no other mafter but himfclf ; or Lc Brun, v/ho, in 
defign and compofition, equalled the Italians ; yet we 
can boall of more than, thirty painters, who have left be- 
hind them pieces worthy of admiration. Foreigners be- 
gin to purchafe them of us. I have feen the galleries 
and apartmervts of a great Monarch*, which have been 
adorned with our piftures only, of whole merit we 
were not, perhaps, fufEciently apprized. I have known 
in France twelve thoufand livres fefufed for a pidtu: e of 
Santerre. Europe cannot boaft a greater, nor perhaps 
a finer piece of painting, than the cieling at Vcrfailles, 
by Le Moine. 

We have loft Vanloo, whom even foreigners allowed 
to be the firft in Europe. Colbert not only gave to the 
Academy of Painting its prefent form, but prevailed alio 
upon Louis XIV. to eftablifli one at Rome, in 1667, 
An houfc was there purchafed for the bupcriniendanr. 
Scholars are fenc thither who have obtained the premi- 
um ill the Academy at Pans. They arc fenc and main- 
tained there at the King’s expence. 1 hey deiign after 
antiques, and ftudy the wmrks of Raphael and Michael 
Angelo. ^ This ambition of imitating her is a noble ho- 
uriage paid to ancient and modern Rome; and wc ftdl 
continue it, notwhthftanding the immenfe colledion of 
Italian piftures made by the Duke of Orleans and the 

The King of Pruflia# 

King, 
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Kinpr, and thole mafl:er-pieces of fculpture, prockiced 
in France, which have fee us above the fearch after fo. 
reign afTillance, 

Wc have principally excelled in fculpture, and in 
the art of calling in metal coloflal equeftrian figures, at" 
a fingle heat. - 

Should there, hereafter be difeovered in ruins fuch 
niafter-pieces of art as the baths of Apollo, expofed to 
all the injuries of the weather in the gardens of Verl'ailles j 
the temb of Card?nal Kichelieu in the Chapel .of the 
Sorbofinc, not fuHiLitntly pointed out to the Public; 
the cqucltrian ftatue of Louis X'lV. made at Paris, to 
embcliini Bourdeaux; the Mercury fen t by the prefenc 
King of France as a prefent to his Majcfty of PrulTia; 
and other performances equal in merit to thofe I have 
fuimed-, is it not probable they would fet this Age in a 
light as advantageous as the moft polilhed aera of anci- 
tient Greece r 

We have equalled the Antients in our medals. Va- 
ria was the firft who raifed this art above mediocrity, 
about the end of the reign of Louis XIIL The number 
and variety of thefe pieces which we fee ranged in hil- 
torical order in that part of the Gallery of the Louvre 
aiiirned to the Artitts, is furprifing. There are above 
iv.'o niilliops, and rn oft of them very mafterly executed. 

Isior liavc v/e been left fiiccefsful in the art of engrav- 
ing on precious ftones. That of multiplying pidturcs, of 
pv-rpetuatiug th.m by means of copper-plates, andtra:.!- 
niitting wii:i calc to poftcrity all the reprefentations or 
art and nature, v/as, before this time, in a very inipcr- 
fecc fuUe in idance. It is one of the moft uletul and 
pleafingarts. Vv'e are .indebted for it to the Florentine^ 
amorg v/i.om it v/as invented, about the middle ot the 
riucenth ccniuiy; and it has been more improved hi 
F rance than even in the place of its dilcovery, becaiile 
uc have made a greater number of woiks in that way. 

1 he Ling’s codcciicn of prints has been often corifidcied 
as oi the moll magnificent prefents that could be 
given to ymrbarjadors. Ciiefing in gold and filveg 
wiiicii dg Ci.ds upon defien and talce, lias been caruc 
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to the higheft perfeftion which th^ hand of man is ca- 
pable of. 

Having thus run through all thofe arts which contri- 
bute to the delight of individuals, and the glory of the 
State, let us riot pals over in filence one of the moll ufe- 
fulof them all, in wh'ch Fnnce furpaffcs all nations of 
the worlds I mean Surgery, the progrefs of which was 
fo rapid and celebrated in this Age, that people crowded 
to Paris from all parts oi: Europe, for thole cures and 
operations which required uncommon dexterity of hand. 
And, befides that good furgcons were to be found fcarce- 
ly any where but in France, it was the only country in 
which the inftruments necefTary to that art, were pro- 
perly fin iihed. They fupplicd all their nei;>hboi:rs ; 
and the celebrated Chefelden, one of the grearell lur- 
geons in London, told me, that it was lee who firll 
caufed them to be fabricated in that city, in 17*5. 
Phyfic, which contributes to perfert the clnruigieal art, 
did not make a fwhfter progrel's in Fiwuce, than in 
England, and under Boerhaave * in Holland. But 
we may fay of phyfic as of philolbphy, that, by making 
ufeot the lights communicated to us by our neighbours, 
we have railed it to the greateil poUlble perfection. 

Thus have I given, in general, a faithful portrait of 
the progrefs of the human genius among the French, 
in this Age, which commenced under Card nal Riche- 
lieu, and ended with our owm times. It will oc diili- 
cult to furpals it; and even though this Ihoiild happen 
ni Ibme things, it will ever remain a model for thole 
more fortunate Ages to wdiich it may give birth. 

In Dutch the diphthong cr- pronounced PVttairt, 
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CHAP. XXXIV. 

Of the Fine Arts in Europe^ in the Time of Louis 

I HAVE fufHciently hinted, in the courfe of this 
Hiftory, that the public difafters it contains, and 
which fuccecd one another almoft without intermiflion 
are at length erafed from the regifters of time. The 
fprings, and the details of politics fink into oblivion. 
Wife laws, inflitutions, and tHe monuments produced 
by the Arcs and Sciences, remain for ever. 

Of the immenfe crowd of firangers that now travel 
to Rome, not as p Igrims, but as perfons of rade, 
hardly one is at the pains to enquire any thing concern- 
ing Gregory Vil. or Boniface VIII. 'I'hey admire the 
beautiful churches built by a Bramantes and a Michael 
Angelo, the paintings of a Raphael, and the fculpiurcs 
of a Bernini. If they have genius, they read the works 
of Arlofto and Ta/Ib, and reverence the allies ot 
Galileo. In England, Cromwell is fcarcely mentioned, 
and the difputcsof the White and Red Roles are almoil: 
forgotten; but Newton is Itudicd for whole years together. 
No one is furprifed to fee in his epitaph, “ ThatJie was 
“ the glory of mankind but it would be matter of 
great wonder in that country, to fee the remains of any 
ftaterman honoured with fuch a title, 

I fhould be glad, in this place, to do jufiice to all 
great men, who, like him, were the ornaments of theii 
country in the laft century. I have called this the 
Age of Louis XIV, not only becaufe this Monarch 
rntronized the arts much more than all the other 
Kif'.gs his CO temporanVs put together, but alfo, 
becaufe he lived to Ice all the generations of the Princes 
of Europe thrice renewed. 1 have fixed this epocha 
feme yoars before the time of Louis XIV. and have 
carried it dowm fome years after his deceafe, as thJ5 
was in faft the ipace of tini6 in which fhc human mind 
made the gieatelt prog/efs. 
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The Englifti have made grear^er advances towards 
perfe^lion, in almoft every fpecics of learning, from 
j66o to the prefcrit time, than in all che preceding 
ages, I lhall not here repeat what I have elfewhere 
laid of Milton It is true, he is accufed by feveral 
critics, of a ftrange extravagance in his defcriptions ; 
his fools paradife; the walls of alabafter with which 
the garden of Eden was furroiinded j his devils, who 
transformed themfelves from giants to pigmies, to take 
up lefs room in the council-chamber of hell, built all 
of pure gold; the firing of cannons in heaven ; the hills 
that the combatants fltwlg at each other’s heads, che- 
rubims on horfeback, and fcraphims whofe bodes a: e 
cut afunder, and unite again. He is condemned for his 
prolixity and inceffant repetitions. They lay he neither 
equals Ovid nor Hefiod, in rhat long defeription of 
the formation of the earth, animals, and man. His 


differtations on agronomy are ceniur^d, as being too dry, 
and his inventions are thought rather extravagant than 
marvellous, and more ciifgufiing than iLi iking ; fich 
as a long caufeway over the chaos Sin and Death 
enamoured of each other, and having children by their 
incelluous commerce ; and Beaih^ who lifts up b:s uofe 
lo fluffs through the immenfity of chaos ^ the change 
'which befel the earthy as a raven fmeils dead carcajes *, 
the lame Death who fmeils out Sin, who Itrikes with 
his petrifying club on the Cold and on rlie Dry. which, 
together with Heat and llumidiry, becoming four 
valiant generals of an army, lead in battle-array ihe 
iighi-anned embrios of atoms. In fliort, criticifm has 
oxhaulled itfelf upon this work ; but there can be no 
to the praifes it merits. Milton remains the boall and 
^omiracion of the Englifli nation; he is compared to 
i^er, whole faults are equally great, and is pretened 
0 Dante, whole imagination is even moie extravagant. 
Among the great number of pleafing Poets that 
adorned the reign of Charles II. iuch ..s Wader, the 
s of Dorfet and Rofeommon, the Duke of Buck- 
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ingham, &c. the celebrated Dryden holds a diftinguiUiej 
place, who was equally famous in all the difterent 
fpecies of poetry. His writings abound with a number 
of minute particulars, at once natural and brilliant 
animated, bold, nervous, and pathetic *, a merit irf 
which he has been equalled by no other Poet of his 
nation, nor furpafled by any one among the Antients. 
If Pope, who came after him, had not, in the latter 
part of his life, written his EJfay on Man^ he would 
have fallen far jhort of Dryden*. 

No nation has ever treated morality, in verfe, with 
fo much energy and depth, as-l:he Englifh. In this, I 
think, feems to lie the greateft merit of their Poets. 

There is another kind of varied literature, which 
requires a ftill more cultivated and univerfal genius ; this 
was what Addifon poircifed. He has not only immortalized 
his name by his Caio^ which is the only Englifli traced/ 
written with elegance and well-fupported dignity 
but his other writings, both moral and critical, breathe 
the Ipirit of true talte : here fenfe is every where 
cmbelliflied with the flowers of imagination *, and his 
manner of wntiiig mhy lerve as a model to all nations. 
There are fcveral little pieces of Dean Swift, of which 
there is no model in antiquity. He is Rabelais per- 
fefted J. 

The Englifh are not acquainted with funeral orations, 
it not being the cultom with them to praile their Kings 
and CHieens in their churches ; but pulpit-eloquence, 
which before the reign of Chirks II. was very coarle 


* We need only compare their two Odes cn Mulk, together, tk 
Alexander’s Fcall, of ])jydcn, and the Ode to St. Cecilia, of Pope, 
to beceitaincf this afTertion. I'he attempt in Pope of meafurinG: 
< lance w:th Dryden, was both vain and invidious: the liberal in:ncl 
xnujt, therefore, rejoice at his defeat. Tranfiator. 

t Voltaire prefer^ this play, bccaufe ’tis written more according 
the French model; with more declamation and fentiment, than eith^i 
iflion or pafhoii. But DoClor johnfon, upon comparing it with one 
of Shakefpeare’s, fays, very juftly, that “ Addifon fpeaks the Ian- 
“ ‘'f Foftf, but Shakefpeare that of Mv;.” /W. 

I borne Writer iblcs him, Rabelais in his fenfes; and Dodor Bocr- 
haave called him, Hmo heterodui mgtnii* Tranjlator, 
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In London^ became reformed 09 a fn Men, Bifhop 
Burnet acknowledges, in Irs Me-e.oirs, that this was 
owing to their imitation of the F.^^nch Ferliaps they 
have fur paffed their mafters; tlvdr fermons are lefs 
iefs affe^ed, and lefs declamatory than the Fiench. 

It is alfo verv remarkahle that thefe Iflanders, fepa- 
rated from rhe reft of the world, ami inftrUfted fo late, 
Ihould have acquired at leaft as rruch knowledge of 
antiquity as is to be acquired in Rome, though fo long 
the ce nter of all nations. Marfliam has unvede 1 the 
dark accounts of ancient Egypt ; no Perfun had 
ever a more perfeifc kn€iwled^>c of the religion of Zo- 
roafter, than the celebrated Myde The Hiftory of 
jviahomet, and the times preceding him, which was 
unknown to the Turks, has been iully illuftrated by 
the Engliihinan Sale, who made fo many ufeful voyages 
to Arabia* 

There is no country in the world where the Chriftian 
religion has been fo ftrongly attacked, and fo learnedly 
detended, as in Baigland. FVom the time of Henry VIIT. 
to that of Cromwell, they carried on their difputes like 
the ancient fort of gladiators who entered the arena 
with the feymetar in their hand, and a bandage over their 
eyes. Some flight differences in doftrine and worihip 
were then produftive of the moft bloody wars ; but 
though fince the Reftoration to the prefent time, fcarcc 
a year has paffed without fome attack upon the whole 
Chriflianity, the concroverfy has not excited the 
Icaft difturbance ; learning being the only weapon now 
employee] : formerly it was fire and fword. 

But it is in philofoph.y that the Englifh have particular- 
ly had the advantage over all other nations. T hey never 
Jiniufed themlt Ives with ingenious fyflems. Idie fables 
of the Greeks fhould have been long laid afide, and 
thole of the moderns ought never to appear, Chancel- 
or Bacon firll led the way, by aflertijig in at we fliould 
carch into xNature in a new manner, and have^ recourfe 
^ experiments. Boyle employed his whore life in 

Thomas Hyde. 
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making them. This is no place for difculTions in 
narural philolbphy *, let it fuffice to fay, that, after 
three thoufand years of vain enquiries, Newton was the 
firft who difeovered and demonftrated the great law 
of Nature, by which every part of matter tends towards 
a center, and all the planets are retained in their proper 
courfe. He was the firft who truly beheld light j 
before him vie knew not what it was. 

His principles of the mathematics, which contain 
a fyftem of natural philofophy entirely new and true, 
arc founded on the difeovery of a calculation, called, 
but improperly, of Infiniles^ the laft effort of geometry, 
and which was performed by him at the age of twenty- 
four. This occafioned that great Fhilofopher the 
learned Halley to fay, ‘‘ That it will never be per- 
“ mitted any mortal to approach nearer to the Deity 
^umberle^s good geometricians and natural phiio- 
fophers were enlightened by his difeoveries, and excited 
by him. Bradley, at length, went fp far as to difeover 
the parallax f of the fixed ftars, at twelve millions of 
miles diftance from our little globe. 

The lame Halley' whom 1 have juft mentioned, 
though no more chan a private aftronomcr, had the 
command of one of the King’s fliips in the year 1698. 
In this fhip he determined the pofition of the ftars of the 
Antarctic Pole and marked the dificrent variations 
of the compafs in all the parts of the known world. 
I'he famous voyage of the Argonauts was, in cohi- 
parifon of his, no more than the palling a ferry in a 
boat; and yet this voyage of Halley’s has icarcely been 
Ipoken of in Europe. 

This indifference of ours for great things, when 
become too familiar, and the admiration paid by the 
ancient Greeks to the nioft trivial ones, is another proof 
ot the prodigious luperiority of our Age over the 
ancient times. Boileau in France, and Sir William 

* A fubfime cempbment, and a fine expreflion, Travjlator. 
f 1 he dilFcrence Leiween the true and apparent fituation ol 
obje^f vic^Ned through a refradue m'ediiim. Ihid, 

I 1 he boiith Pole. J6id. , 

Temp^^ 
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Temple in England, obftinately .deny any fuch fupe- 
rioi ity *, they feem refolved to depreciate their own Age, 
jn order to exalt themfelves above it. This difpute 
J)et^^een the antients and moderrrs, is at length decided, 
at lead as to philofophy. There is not one of the 
ancient philofophers, whofe works are now made ufe of 
for the inftrudtion of youth in any of the enlightened 
\ations. 

Locke alone might ferve as a great inftance of the 
advantage the prefcnt time has over the fined Ages of 
Greece. From Plato down to him, there is a perfeft 
void; no one, during aH that interval, having explained 
the operations of the foul ; and a perfon who fliould be 
acquainted with all that Plato has written, and acquaint- 
ed only with that, would have very little knowledge, 
and even that erroneous. 

The Greek was indeed an eloquent writer ^ his Apo- 
logy for Socrates is a great piece of fervice rendered to 
the learned of all nations. It is but juft to hold him 
in veneration, who (hewed oppreflfed virtue fo venerable, 
and its perfecutors fo deteftable. It was for a long 
time thought that fo fine a moralift could not be a bad 
metaphyfician ; and he was held almod for a Father 
of the Church, on account of his "Ternarion^ which no . 
one underftood. - 

But what would be thought of a philofopher in our 
days, who (hogld tell us that matter is the Being ^ and 
that the world is a figure of twelve pentagons ? that 
Ike, which is a pyramid, is linked to the earth by 
numbers? How would a perfon be received, who 
ftould go about to prove the immortality and inetemp- 
lychofis of the foul, by faying, that fleep comes from 
''hatching, watching from fleep, life from death, and 
death from life ? Yet fuch are the argupnents that have 
been the aftn^iration of fo many ages ; and ideas ftill 
extravagant have fince continued to be made ufe 

in the education of mankind. 

Locke is the only one who has explained the Human 
Lnderftanding, in a book where there arc nothing but 
X 3 truths i 



310 THE A<3EOFLOUIS XIV, 

truths; and wha^ renders the work pcrfeft, is, that 
thefe truths are clear. 

If we would, once for all, fee in what this laft A^e 
has the fuperiority over the former ones, wc have onty 
tocaft our eyes upon Germany and the North. Hcvi 
lius, at Dantzick, is the firft altronomer that was tvn- 
well acquainted with the planet of the moon ; no man 
before Jiim having ever fo carefully examined tliry 
lieavens. Among the many great men wJfich this Aq-c 
has produced, no one is a more Unking example how 
jullly it may be called the Age of L^ouis XIV. Heve- 
iius loft an imme-nfe library, by fire. The French 
Monarch recompenfed the aftronomer with a preieii!; 
that far overpaid his lofs. 

In Holftein, Mercator was the forerunner of Newton 
in geometiy. The Bcrnouillis of Switzerland were 
the worthy difciples of this great man. Leibnitz was 
for lome time tonfidered as his rival. 

The famous Lfibnitz was born at Leii^fick : he ended 
his days m Hanover, like a true philofopher, befevirg 
in a God, like Newton, without confulcing the various 
opinions of mankind. ‘He was peiiiaps a luun of the moll 
univerfd learning in Europe ; lie was an hiftorian in- 
del'atigable in his enquiries ; a profound civilian, who 
enlightened the ftudy of the law by pnilofophy, foreign 
as it may appear to that kind of Icience * ; fo acute 
an ontologiit, as to attempt reconciling divinity with 
metaphyfics; a tolerable Latin poet; and Lilly, 'q 
good a mathematician, as to dilputc with the great 
Newton the invennon of the calculation of Infinites 
and to make the doubt for iome time to fubiift, between 
Newton and him. 

This was then the illuftrious Age of Geometry. 
Mathematicians fent frequent challenges to each other, 

* The conneiJlion here is nrt fo remote as, M, de Voltaire Teems to 
imagine. The nature of Man, the 

Jit pulfhrumt turpCf quid utiU^ quid uon^ 

the nature, circumflances, and relat ve fituation of nations, upon a 
confjderation of which all jull and prudent Lavys fhould be founded, 
are all equally the objects of the Fhilofophcr, the LegiHator, 
the Politician. Traajlator, , 

^ that 
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that is to fay, problems to be folvidr much in the fame 
manner as it is faid the ancient Kings of Egypt and 
Afia fent acnigmas to be anfvvered by one another. The 
problems propofcd by thefe geometricians were of a 
much more difficuh nature than the Egyptian aenigmas, 
«nd yet none of them remained unanfwered, either in 
Germany, England, Italy, or France. There never 
was a more univerfal correfpondence kept up between 
{diilolbphers, than at this period, and Leibnhz con- 
tributed to animate it. A Republic of Letters was in- 
fenfibly eftablifhed in Europe, in the nr.idll of war, and 
notwithftanding the number of different religions. 
The Arts and Sciences* all of them thus received mu- 
tual alfiffance from each other, and the Academies 
helped to form this republic. Italy and Ruffia were 
united by the bonds of fcience, and the natives of 
England, Germany, and France, went to ftudy at 
Leyden. The lamous Phyfician Boerhnave was con- 
luked at the fame time by the Pope and the Czar of 
Mu^cov\^ His principal pupils have in like manner 
drawn foreigners to them, and are in fome meafure 
become the phyficians of nations. The truly learned, 
ot eveiy denomination, have ftrengthened the bands of 
this grand Society of Geniufes, univerfally extended, 
imd every where independent. This correfpondence is 
kill carried on, and proves onq of the greateft comforts 
iigainll the evils which, ambition and politics fcatter 
through the world. 

haly has preferved her ancient glory, in this Age, 
though fhe has produced no new Taffos nor Raphaels. 

L IS fufiicient that Ihe has once produced them. A 
Chiabrera, and afterwards aZappi, and a Filicaia, have 
Ihewn that delicacy is always the charafteriftic of this 
t^ation. The Merope of Maffei, and the dramatic 

'vorks of Metaftafio, are beautiful monuments of the 

Age. 

The ftudy of true natural philofophy, as eftabliflied by 
akleo, ftill keeps its ground, in fpite of its oppofition 
^ an ancient philofophy too much faneftified. The 
knis, phe Vivianis, ’the Manfredis, the Bianchinis, 

X 4 the 
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the Zanottis, and maAy others, have fprcad over Italy 
the fame li^ht which ♦beamed in other countries ; and 
though its principal rays came from England, yet the 
Italian fchools have been able to gaze on it in all its 
fplcndon 

Every kind of literature has been cultivated in this 
ancient feat of the Arts, as much as elfewhere, except 
in thofc fubjeds where a freedom of thinking allows a 
greater latitude to the mind in othtr nations. This? 
Age, in particular, has attained a better knowledge of 
antiquity, than the preceding. Italy furniflies more 
monuments than all Europe together, and in pro- 
portion as thefe have been brought to light, Science has 
become more extenfive. 

We are indebted for this progrefs to fome wife men 
and fome genius’s, thinly fcattered over feveral parts of 
Europe, almoft all of them for a long time fubjeded 
to perfecutions, and loft in oblivion : they have enlight- 
ened and comforted the world, during the wais that 
fpread defolation through it. There arc lifts to be met 
with elfewhere, of all thofe who have been the orna- 
ments of Germany, England, and Italy. It would be 
very improper in a ftranger to pretend to rate the 
merits ot lo many illuftrious men ^ let it fuffice then to 
have fhewn, that, in the laft age, mankind had ac- 
quired throughout Europe greater lights than in all 
the ages that preceded it. 


C H A P. XXXV. 

EccUfiaJlical Affairs ; and Memorahk DifputcSo 

O F the tlree orders of the State, the Church, which 
is the leaft numerous, is that v/hich ha? exaded 
from the Sovereign a condud: the moft delicate, and of the 
greateft addrefs. To preferve at the fame time an union 
with the See of Rome, and fupport the liberties ot the 
Galilean Church, wJiich are the rights of the ancient one ; 
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chat is, to make the Bifhops obey as/ubjefts, without in- 
fringing their epifcopal immunities ; to oblige them to 
fubmit in many things to the fecular jurifdidtion, and to 
leave themjudges in others-, to make them contribute to 
the exigencies of the State, withoutofFending againft their 
privileges ; all this required a compound of dexterity 
and refolution, of which Louis XIV, was always mafter.' 
^The Clergy of France were, by degrees, reduced to a 
ft\te of order and decency, from which the civil wars 
and the iiccntioufncfs of the times, had caufed them to 
deviate. The King would no longer permit either that 
laymen Ihould poilefs benefices in lommendam *, nor any 
to be Biflrops unlcfs they were Friefts ; as the Cardinal 
Mazarin, who had held the Bilhopric of Metz, when not. 
even a Sub-deacon, and the Duke de Vcrneuille, who 
had alfo enjoyed the profits of it, though a laymaiv 
The money paid, one year with another, to the Kintr, 
by the Clergy of France and the conquered towns, a- 
mounted to about two millions five hundred thoufand 
byres t ; and, fince the numerical increafe of the value 
ot money, they have affifted the State, yearly, with about 
lour millions, under the name of tenths, extraordinary 
fubfidies, and free-gifts. The name and privilege of 
jree-gift is ftdl preferved, as one or the remains ot an- 
cient ciiftom, whereby the Lords of Fiefs were wont to 
contribute to the neceffities of the State, by way offree- 
gi t to the King. In the time of feudal anarchy, Billions 

we 0 ly obliged to furnilh foldiers. Kings then, like 
•m Tn. oP own do- 

thf ri’ every other order changed.. 

fervpH ^,1^^ '■eniamed upon their old footing, and pre- 
l^ved thecuftomof afliiling the State by way ot tree- 

+ ^ “/plurality. 7ravJlaior. 

X TWe “^/'■ance, and Puffendorf. IhiJ. 

?»'i ‘befurn;ihin*g foldier, 

«foie I wby was the dillinaion made juft 

To 
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To this ancient cuftom, which a body that afiemblcs 
often, eafily preferves, and which muft be neceffarily loft 
by one that never afiembies, is joined the immunity al- 
ways claimed by the Church and the maxim, that iti 
revenues are tbofe of the poor. Not that it pretends to 
owe nothing to the St'te, of which it holds every thing; 
becaufe, when the Public is neceflitated, it is to be con- 
fidered in the firft clafs of poor but it alledged on ii; 
own part, the right of only giving iupplies of its ow' 
free-'M-, and Louis XIV. exadted the e lupphes la 
fuch a manner, that he was fure of never being ix tulcd. 

k is amazing to all Lurope, as well as to l iarae, 
that the Clergy, who are fuppofed to be pollci cd or 
one-thhd Of the revenue ot the Kingdom, mould con- 
tribute lb liide. If they enjoy the third, it ,s indil. 
rutable that they ought to pay one-third ol the expcnccs 
of Government, which, upon an average, amounts to 
thirty millions yearly, befides the duties upon the coii- 
fumpiicns, i^hich they pay in common with other fub- 
jeds ; but vague and partial judgments are pafied upon 
iverv thing, it is ipdifputable, that the Church ot 
France is, of all the Catholic ones, that which has ac- 
ciinuilatcd the leaft riches. Not only it has no Billiop 
endowed,like the one of Rom.e, will; a greu lojereigm). 
but there is no Abbot poflelled ot a regale the 

Abbot of Mount CalTin, and the Abbots of German}. 
In general, the Bilhops of France have not very lar . 
revenues Lhofe of Stralburg and Cambray are uk 
moft confidcrable -, but then they 
Germany, and the German Church was nche. than the 

’^"Snonii in l.is nil!«ry of N»pK 
the Eccleiraltics enjoy two-thirds of ,o 

that country X- France d^ocs not a ‘ /. 

enormous an abufe. They fay, that tie ^ ^ 
feffes the third of the Kingdom as they P';«‘ , 
random .that Paris contains a miluon ot inuaDi-. 


I Princely rights and prerogative?!. 
I Book JI. Chap. 6. 


^ranfaior^ 
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Were we but to take the pains 9f computing the re- 
venues of the BiOioprics, by the rents of the leafcs 
^ranted about fifty years ago, it would appear, that the 
whole annual revenue did not then exceed four millions ; 
and the commendatary Abbies amounted to about four 
millions five hundred thoufand pounds. It is true, the. 
Jeai'es were eflimated at one-third of their real value ; and 
to this eftimation we add theencreafe of the landed 
fcvcniic fince, the fum total of the confiftorial benefices 
will amount to about fixteen millions *, and it fhould not 
be forgotten, that out of this income there goes annually 
a confiderable fum to Rome, which, as it never comes 
back, is abfolutely loll to us. The King is herein ex- 
tremely liberal to the Holy See ; by which the State is 
plundered, in the fpace of a century, of more than 
00,000 marks of filver*, which could not in time fail 
to iftipoverifli the Kingdom, were not the lofs abun- 
dantly repaired by the returns of commerce. To thefe 
benefices which pay annates * to Rome, muft be added 
the cures, convents, canonries, communities, and all 
other ecclefiafl-ical eltablifliments ; and, if we compute 
the value ot all together at fifty millions yearly, through- 
out the v/hole extent of the Kingdom, weTaall not fall 
far fhort of the truth. 

Thofe who have enquired into this matter with theut- 
moft accuracy and attention, cannot carry the fum total 
of the yearly revenues of the Gallican Church, fecular 
and regular, farther than eighty millions. This is no 
exorbitant fum, when appropriated to the maintenance 
of ninety thoufaQd regulars, and about one hundred and 
hxty thoufand other ccclefiaftics, which was the compu- 
tation in 1700 : and of thefe ninety thoufand, more than 
^e-third live upon alms and maffts. Many conventual 
^onks do not ftand their community in two hundred 
hvres yearly : there are regular Abbots, whofe income 
f j, annually amounts to two hundred thoufand livres; 
is this enormous difproportion that ilrike^ and excites 

^ income all Ecclefiaftical Livings.— 


murmurs. 
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murmurs. We pity^.a poor country Curate, whofe la* 
borious duties only acquire him a Icanty income of threfe 
hundred livres, and between four or five hundred more 
from liberalities 5 while a lazy Monk become an Abbot 
but not the Jcfs lazy,pofrefres an immenfe fortune ; receiv* 
ing at the fame time from his inferiors the moft flatterincr 
and pompous titles. Thefe abufes are carried much, 
higher in Flanders, Spain, and above all, in the Catholi/ 
States of Germany, where we often find Monks amoii^ 
the Princes, Abufes almoft every where pafs by degreed 
into laws ; and if the wifeft men were to aflemble to 
compofe laws, where is the State whofe conftitutioa 
would remain unalterably the fame ? 

The Clergy of France always obferve a cuftom that is 
very burthenfome to them, when they affifl: the King with 
a free-gift of feveral millions for a certain term of years. 
Tf'hey borrow the money, and reimburfe their creditors 
with the capital, after having paid the interefi ; thus 
paying it twice overf. It would be more to tne ad- 
vantage of the State, as well as of the Clergy in general, 
and more conformable to reafon, if this body were to 
afiift the wants of their country by contributions pro- 
portioned to the value of their refpeftivc benefices •, but 
\vc are always too much attached to old cuftoms. It is 
owing to this dil'pofition that the C lergy, though they 
affemble every five years, have never yet had a Hall of 
Convocation, nor any one moveable they could call 
their own. It is clear, that with lefs expence to them- 
felves, they might have more effedlually ferved the King, 
and have built themfelves a Palace in Paris, which would 
have been a new ornament to that capital. 

In the minority of Louis XIV. the maxims of the 
Clergy of France were not entirely purged from the lea^ 
ven they had imbibed from the League. It is well 
known, that in the younger days of Louis XIII. and m 
the laft AlTcmbly of the States, held in 1614, the molt 
numerous part of the Nation, diftinguiftied by the ap- 

J I don't nndcrftsnd the objedllon made here. Does not ev^ 
borrower pay the .n^ereft, nil he difcharges the principal i 

pel)«ioa 



THE AGE OF LOtfIS XIV. 3,^ 

pellation of the Third Eftate, and wh*ich is, as it were, 
rhe foundation of the State, in vain demanded of the 
Parliament, that it fhould be regiftered as a fundamen- 
tal law, “ That no fpirituai power can deprive Kings of 
their facred rights, which they hold 9 nly from God j 
« and that it is high-treafon of the firft magnitude to teach 
the doftrine of depofing and killing Kings.*’ This was 
the fubftance of the Nation’s demand, in nearly the fame 
\lords. It was made when the blood of Henry the Greac 
llillfmoked. Yet a Bifhop of France, born in that 
Kingdom, the Cardinal Du Perron, oppofed violently 
the propofition, under ;he pretence that it was not the 
province of the Third Eltare to dictate laws that any' 
way concern the Church. Why did he not then, in con- 
junftion with the Clergy, concur with the requeft of the 
Third Eftate ? — But he was fo far from this as to fay, 
“ That the power of the Pope was plenary without con- 
“ troul, direft as to fpirituai matters, indired as to tem- 
“ porals ; and he w^as alfo commifTioned by the Clergy 
“ to add, they would excommunicate all fuch perfons 
“ as might pretend to maintain that the Pope could not 
“ depofe Kings.” 

The Nobility was gained over, and the Commons 
were obliged to defift. The Parliament renewed their 
ancient decrees, declaring the Crown independent, and 
the King’s perfon facred. The Ecclefiaftical Chamber, 
ni acknov/lcdging the King’s perfon to be facred, Itill 
perfilled to maintain that the Crown was dependent. 

I he very fame temper had before depofed Louis the, 
E^bonnaire. It now prevailed fo far, that the Court was 
^bilged to acquiefee, and imprifon the Printer who had 
publilhed the decree of Parliament, under the title of 
I hcFiuidamental Law.* This proceeding was faid to be 
^^tcclLry for the public peace; but it was meant'to pu- 
thofe who furnifhed the Crown with detenfive arms, 
caie was quite different at Vienna, becaufe France 
ood in awe of the Court of Rome, and the Pope was 
^raidofthcHoufeof Auftria. 

e caufe here given up was fo much the caufe of 
^£5, that James 1. King of England, wrote againft 

Cardinal 
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Cardinal Perron ^ and this piece is thebeftof his Work?. 
It was alfo the caufe 6f the people, whole fafety required 
that their Sovereign fliould not depend upon a foreiaa 
Power. Reafon at length prevailed ; and Louis XIV. 
with the weight of his authority, found no great trouble 
in procuring it to be heard. 

Antonio Perez had recommended to Henry IV. three 
things, Roma^ Confejo^ Pielago Louis XIV. had at^ 
rained to fuch a fuperiority in the two laft, that he ha| 
no need of the firll. He was particularly careful to pre. 
ferve the cuftom of appealing to Parliament from the 
decrees of the EcclcfiafticalCom^ts, in all cafes refpefting 
the regal jurifdiftion. The Clergy Ibmetimcs com- 
plained of this proceeding, and fometimes applauded it : 
for if, on the one hand,thefe appeals fupport the rights ol' 
the State againft epifcopal authority, they yet confirm 
that authority itfelf, in maintaining the rights of the 
Gallican Church againfl: the pretcnfions of the Court of 
Rome : infomuch that the Bilhops have looked upon 
the Parliament both as their adverfaries and defenders; 
and the Government has been caretul, that, in fpite of 
the quarrels of religion, the boundaries, which are eafil/ 
broken down, fhould on neither fide be infringed, k 
is with regard to the different bodies and companies of 
the State, the fame as with the intereft of trading towns ; 
to balance them is in the hand of the Leg'flator. 


Of THE LIBERTIES of the GALLICAN CHURCIL 

T his exprcirion of Liberties fuppofes fubjeftion. Li- 
berties and privileges are exemptions irom general 
fervitude. They fliould be ftiled the Rights^ and not the L- 
berties^ of the Gallican Church. 'Fhefe rights are thofeof 
all the ancient churches. The Bifliops of Rome never had 
the lead; jurifdidlion over the Chriflian focieties of the 
Eaflern Empire. But on the deflruftion of the Weftern 
one, every thing was invaded by them. 

The Church of France was, a long time, the only one 

• The words are Spanifh. Rome,C*uncili and the Sea ; 
be interpreted, “ Hefp cd the Holy bee, regard good counfelj and atte 
to con-imerced' Tranf.atitt^ 
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liat difputed againfl the See of Rome the antient rights 
^hat each Bilhop had aflumed to hifnfelf, when after the 
firft Council of Nice theecckfiaftical and purely fpiritual 
adminiliration modelled itfelf upon the civil govern- 
ment, and chat every Bifnop had his diocefe, as each im- 
perial diftridt had its own. ^ 

^ Certainly no gofpel ever ordained that a Bifliop of 
Komefliould fend into France his Legates d latere^ with 
l^ower to jud^e, reform, dfpenfe, and levy money from the 
people. 

To order the French Prelates to come and plead at 

Rome. ^ , 

To impofe taxes on the beneSces of the Kingdom, un- 
der the names of vacancies, affets, fuccelBons, Hril-fruits, 
incomuacibilities, commands, ninths, tenths, annates f. 

To 'excommunicate the King’s Officers, in order to 
forbid their exercifing the fun^ions of their employs. 

To render baftards capable of lucceffion. 

To invalidate the wills of thofe who have died without 
leaving a legacy to the Church. 

To permit the ecclcfiallics of France to alienate their 
immoveable properties. # 

To delegate Judges for cnquiiing into the legitimacy 
of marriages. 

In a word, there is an enumeration of feventy iifurpa- 
tions, againft which the Parliaments of the Kingdom have 
ever fupported the natural liberty cf the Na' ion, and the 
dignity ot the Crown. 

Notwithltanding rlu* fvvay vvliich the Jefuits have pof- 
fellFI under ] muis XIV. and whatever redraint this Mo- 
narch hasimpoftd upon the rcrnonftrances 'of the Parlia- 
nicnrs,r]nce lie took the reins of government into his own 
hands, yet none of thefe great bodies ever let pafs an oc- 
cahon of fuppreffing the pretenfions of the Court of 
Rome ; which vigilance was always approved of by the 
b.tcauie that in thofe inltances the eflential ligliis 
ot the Nation were thofe alfo of the Prince. 


R dc'nominationa of foes and impofitions in his Hollnef-^s 

^ranjl^] which we cannot.explaiu, as being happily ignorant of. 


The 
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‘ The moft impohant and delicate affair of this fort 
was that of the Regale. The Kings of France have a 
right to prcfent to all fimple benefices of a diocefe, dur- 
ing the vacancy of the See, and alfo for that time to an, 
propriate the revenues to what ufe they think proper 
This prerogative is peculiar at prefent to the Kings of 
France ; but every State has its Own privileges- The 
Kings of Portugal enjoy one-third of the revenues of 
every Bilhop in their dominions. The Emperor clainjj 
the firfbfruits, and difpoies of all livings when they be- 
come firfl vacant after his accelTion. The rights of the 
Kings of Naples and Sicily ar^ flill greater. Thofe of 
the Court of Rome are founded rather upon cuftom, than 
original tide. 

The Kings of the Merovingian race appointed all Dig- 
nitaries and Bifliops, of their own foie authority. We 
know, that in 742, Carloman created Archbilhop of 
Mayence that fame Boniface who afterwards confccratcd 
Pepin in return. There Hill remain feveral monuments 
of the power that the Kings had of difpofing of thefe im- 
portant dignities j which the more they are fo, the more 
they Ihould be dcpeirdent on the ruler of the State. 
The retinue of a foreign Bifhop appeared to be dan- 
gerous ; and the nomination referved to this foreign Bi- 
lhop has been often found to be ftill more fo. It has more 
than once occafioned a civil war. Since the Kings con- 
fer the Bifhoprics, it appears but jull they Ihould pre- 
ferve the poor privilege of difpofing of the revenue, and 
of nominating to fimple benefices, during the fhorclpacc 
that happens between the death of one Bifhop and the 
regifteringhis fucceflbr’s oath of fidelity. 

The Bifliops of feveral towns, reunited to the Crown 
under the third race, refufed to acknowledge this right? 
which their former Lords had been too weak to main- 
tain. The Popes fided with the Bifliops, and thetr 
claims always lemained enveloped in obfeurity. dne. 
Parliament under Henry IV, in 1608, declared, that the 
Regale Ihould take place throughout the whole King- 
dom. The Clergy murmured ; and that Prince, wio 
temporifed with the Bifliops and the Court of Ronn^» 

^ j ^ brought 
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broi\ght the affair before his CoiJnf-il, but took care ic 
fcoui' I not be decided. I 

I'he Cardinals Richelieu and Mazarin caufed federal 
orders of Council to be ilTued, whereby thole Billiops 
^whoheld themfelves exempt, were required to produce 
their titles. The a(f .ir remained undecided, even in the 
year 1673 ; and the King at that time did not venture 
to ddpofr of a fingle benefice, in almoll any diocefe be- 
ond the Loire, during the vacancy of a See. 

Ac length, in 1673, the Chancellor Mi hael le Telfer 
publiihed an Kdi whereby ail the Bdhoprics in the 
Kingdom wtre dc' iaivd fubjecc to the Regale. Two Bi-. 
fliops, who were unluckily the mofi: virtuous men in the 
Kingdom, obftinately refuled to lubmir. Thel'e were 
Piwillon, Bifliop of Alet, andCaulet, Bifliop of Pamiers. 
They defended their caufe at fird: with very plaufible 
realons, and were as llrongly oppofed. When men of 
underfranding dilpute long, it is very likely the queltion 
is far from being clear. This was indeed very obfeure; 
but ic was evident, that neither religion nor good order 
were intt refled in preventing th^ King from doing in 
twodioceles, wlut he did in every^other. Nevertheiefs, 
the two Bilhops remained inflexible. Neither the one 
nor the other of them had cauled his oath of fidelity to 
be ; and the King thought he had a right to 

diipoleot" the Prebends in their rerpeClive Sees. 

I he two Prelates excommunicated all thofe who were 
appointed by the Regale. Bjth had been fuipedted of 
Janlenifm. Innocent X. was thiir enemy ^ b-jC when 
ti^ydilputed againil the King’s prerogative, they liad 
niioccnt XI (Odelcalchi) on their tide. 1 ids Pope, as 

^iruious and obftinatc as thmlclves, warmly elpoufed 
^beir caufe. > / r 

at firft contented himfelf to exde the prin- 
of chelc B Ihops. He ihewed more mo- 
two men who piqued themfelves on their 
c of refped to his old age, tne Bifhop of 
10 die in pc.u. e. I'he Bifliop of^Pamiers 
and was not tobelKiken He repeated 
licacions, and perfifted in not regiltering 
Y ^ h;^ 


fhe King ; 

cipal Office.is 
^kration than 
Ou 

""^kt was left 
r^fifted alone, 
^xcomniui 
VoL Ih 
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his oa*h of fidelity { perfuaded that by fuch an oath the 
Church was acknowledged as fubfervient to monarchy. 
His temporalities were feized upon by the Kingr, The 
Po[x‘ and the Janfenifts indemnified him. He gained 
by the privation of his revenues, and died in 1680, fatif. 
fied, that in oppofing the King, he had maintained the 
caufe of Heaven. 

His death did notextinguilhthe quarrel. The Canons 
named by the King came to rake poflellion : the Monks, 
who pretended to be Canons and Grand Vicars, dro 4 
them out of the Church, and excommunicated them. The 
Meir.>polican Montpefat, Archbifhop of Toiiloufe, to 
whom it belonged to take cognfzance of this matter, gave 
fenrence, but to nopurpofe, agamll thefe pretended Grand 
Vicars. They appealed to Kome, according to the cuf- 
tom of referring to that Court fuch ecclefiaflical caufes 
as were determined by the Archbifliops of France; a 
cuftom dircdly contrary to the liberties of the Galilean 
Church : but there are contradiftions in every form of 
human government. The Parliament ilTued arrets. A 
Monk, named Cerle, who was one of thefe Grand Vicars, 
defied the fentence of the Archbifhop, as well as the de- 
crees of the Parliament. This tribunal condemned him 
for contumacy, to be drawn on a Qedge to the place of 
execution, and to lofe his head. He was executed in 
effigy. From his afylum he infulted both the Arch- 
bifliop and the King ; and was fupported by the Pope. 
Nay, this fovereign Pontiff went farther. Ferluaded, 
like Pamiers, that the right of the Regale was an abiife 
upon the Church, and that the King had no authority in the 
dioctfc of Pumiers, he repealed the ordon nances of the 
Archbifliop of Toiiloufe, and excomn-^unicated the Gianu 
Vicars named by that Prelate, with all the eccldiaflics 
that held under the Regale, and their abettors. 

The King convened an Allembly of the Clergy, con* 
fifting of thirty dive Bifhops, and a like number of de- 
puties of the fecond order. The Janfenifh, for tbc nrl 
lime, took part with the Pope ; and this Pope, an enemy 
to the King, favoured, without loving them. He piqt^c 
him elf on of pofing this Monarch, upon every 
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And afccrvvards in 1689, even joined ^<?i>h the Allies againll 
fames II. becaule he was prote( 51 :ecJ by Louis XIV. ; fci 
ihat it was then a common faying, That James Ihould 
become an Huguenot, and the l^ope a Catholic, to ter- 
i^inate the troubles of Europe and of the Church. 

However, the Aflembly of the Clergy, in i68f and 
1682, unanimoufly declared for the King. Another 
trifling qitarrel, become now Important, happened to 
arife. 'i'he election to a priory in the fuburbs of Paris 
inflamed the difference between tjie Pope and the King* 
The Roman Pontiff repealed the ordonnance of the 
Archbifliop of Paris, and annulled his nomination to that 
priory. I'he Parliament^ adjudged this proceeding of 
the Court of Rome to be an abufe. The Pope, by a 
bull, ordered the Inquifition to burn the Parliament’s de- 
cree ; and the Parliament had ordered the lupprefTion of 
the bull. Thefe difputes have been for a long time th^ 
common and inevitable confequences of that ancient 
mixture of the natural liberty which every country- 
claims, of governing within itfeil, and of its fubferviency 
to a foreign power. 

The Afiembly of the Clergy tqok a courfe, which 
flicws that men of wifclom can yield with dignity to their 
Sovereign, without any other power interpofing. They 
confented that the right of Regale fliould extend over the 
whole Kingdom ; but it was done in luch a manner as to 
Iccin rather a concelTion on the part of the Clergy, re- 
hnquilliing their pretenfions out of regard to their pro- 
teaor, than a formal acknowledgment of the abfolute 
of the Crown. 

l^hc Aflembly juflified themfelves to the Pope by a 
etter, v/hei'ein we ,find this paflfage, which alone ought 
to icrve as a conflpt rule in all dilputes It is better 
u cede fomething of one’s right, than to difturb the 
and H tlieGallican Church, 

^ ^^'bament, were contented. The Janfenifls 
revprr The Pope continued inflexible. Pie 

and cl ^ refolutions of the Aflembly, 

Here Bifliops to retrad their conedTrms, 

loiue foundation. for dividing for ever the 
Y 2 Church 
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Church of France^frbm that of Rome. There had beea 
fome defign of mak(ing a Patriarch in the times of Car- 
dinal Richelieu and Mazarin. 

It was the wifli of every Magiftrate, that the tribute 
of annates Ihould be no longer paid to Rome j th^it 
Rome fhould nominate to the benefices of Brittany, only 
for fix months in the year ; and that the Bifliops of 
„ France fhould no longer fiile themfelves Bifhbps lyfier. 
mjj'mt of the Holy See, Had it been the King’s inclina- 
tion, he needed only to have find the word ; he 
marter of the Afiembly of the Clergy, and the Nation 
was for him. Rome would have loft all by the inflexi- 
bility of a virtuous Pope, anefthe only one of that age 
who knew not how to temporife. But there are certain 
ancient boundaries which cannot be removed, without 
the moft violent fliocks. It required ftronger ties of in^ 
tereft,more inflamed paflions, sand greater perturbations 
in the minds of men, to break at once with the Court 
of Rome ; and this rupture would have been the more 
difficult, while the Miniftry perfifted in extirpating Cab 
vinifm. It was even looked upon as a bold ftep, to pub* 
lifh the four famous decifions of the fame Aflembly of 
Clergy, in 1682, of which here follows the fubftance : 

1. God gave no power, cither diredfly or indiredlly, in 
fcmporal matters, either to Peter or his fucceffiors. 

2. The Gallican Church approves of the Council of 
Conftance, which declares General Councils fuperior^to 
^he Pope, in fpirituais. 

j. The rules, cuftoins, aru] eftabliflicd praftices of the 
Kingdom, and the Gallican Church, ought to remain 
unchangeable. 

4» The Pope’s decifions, -in matters of faith, are not 
binding, until approved of by the Church. . 

A.ll the Tribunals and Faculties of Theology regi- 
fiered thefe four propofitions, in their fulleft ^ 
forbade byedift anyone to maintain the contrary, a 
firmnefs was regarded at Rome as an overt-ad ot re t * 
lion, and by the Proteftants of Europe as a v.eak e yj 
of a Church naturally free, which had broken only lou 
of ha chains, f. 
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Thefc four maxims were at firft efj'vOufed with enthii- 
■fiafm by the whole Nation j but tHey afterwards cooled. 
About the end of Louis XIV’s reign, they began to be 
confidered as problematical; and Cardinal Fleury cauf- 
ed them to be in part difavowed, by an' AlTeinbly of the 
Clergy, without the lead murmur ; becaufe the minds 
of men were not then fo much heated, and that during 
the adminiflration of Cardinal Floury, nothing was dofic 
yery remarkable. They have fince recovered their full 
vigour. Innocent XI. was neycrthelefs more than ever 
exafperated : he refufed bulls to all the Bifliops and 
Commendatary Abbots ^lat had been nominated by the 
King ; fo that when he died, which was in 1689, there 
were twenty- nine Sees in France without Bifliops. Thefc 
Prelates, notwithflianding, received their Revenues ; but 
they dared not either be conlccratcd, or perform any of 
thecpifcopal fundions. The notion of creating a Pa- 
triarch was revived. The quarrel about the rights of 
Ambalfidors at Rome, which completed the widening 
of thefe breaches, gave one reafon to think that the time 
was come for eltablifliing In France a Catholic Apoftolic 
Church that was not Roman. 7 *hc Attorney-General, 
Marlai, and the Advocate General, Talon, made thfc' 
lufficieruly underflood, by appealing, in 1687, from the 
hull againll the franchifes, as an abufe, and exclaiming 
i^gainft the obflinacy of the Pope, who left lo many 
rhurches without pallors. 1 his was a flep to which 
the King never would agree, though it might have been 
cafily done, notwithflanding it appeared fo very difficult, 

I he caufe of Innocent XI. became now the caufe of 
the Holy See. The four propofitions of the Clergy of 
ftance attacked the pharitom of infallibility (which, 
though not believed in at Rome, yet was thcie fupport- 
^d\ and the real power annexed to that phantom. 
Alexander VIII. and Innocent XII. followed the fleps 
of the obdurate Odefcalchi, not indeed with fuch vio- 
ence. They confirmed the judgment pronounced 
the AflTembly of the CJcfgy ; they ref«fecl bulls 
^ me Bifhops ; and in fine di(J too much, becaufc Louis 
tv* had not doneeiwugh*. The Bifliops, weary of en- 
y 3 joying 



St6 THE AGE of LOUIS XIV. 

r ' 

joying no more than a regal nomination, without the 
exercife of their epifcopal functions, intreated the Court 
of France to permit th^m to appeafe that of Rome. 

The King, whofe refolution was worn out, permitted 
their requeft. Each of them wrote feparately to the 
Court of Rome, exprelTing themfclves grievoujly ajilM 
with the proceedings of the AJfmbly ; and each of them in 
' his letter declarcci he did not look upon that as decided, 
which had there been decided ^ nor upon that to be 
cftablifhed, which had there been eftablifhed. Tigna- 
telli (Innocent XII.) more mild than Odcfcalchi, was 
fatisfied with this proceeding.^ The four propofitions 
were yet from time to time not Icfs taught in France. 
But thefe arms became nifty when the fight had ceafed j 
and the difpute lay dormant without being determined ^ 
as is^ always the cafe in a State, which has not in fuch 
matters invariable and acknowledged pritaciples. Thus 
we fometimes oppofe, fometimes give way to Rome, ac- 
cording to the charafters of thofe who govern, or the par- 
ticular interefts of thofe by whom the principal perfons 
of the State are governed. 

' Louis XIV. except' this, had no other kind of eccic- 
fiaftical quarrel with the Court of Rome •, nor had he 
anv oppofition from the Clergy, in temporal matters. 

Under him the Clergy became relpedlable, by a de- 
cency of behaviour unknown to the barbarous times of 
the two firft races of our Kings, to the Hill more bar- 
barous times of feudal government, and abfolutcly un- 
known during the civil wars and the troubles ot Loins 
XIII.’s reign, and above all, during the Fronde ; with 
fome few exceptions, which will be always founded both 
in the vices and the virtues which prevail. 

It was now only that the eyes of the people b^gan to 
beopeloed upon the fuperftitibns which always mingk 
with their religion. It was now permitted to bebeve 
that Lazarus and Mary Magdalen never were in PfO” 
vcnce, in fpite of the opinion of the Parliament ot Aix, 
or of theCarmelites. The Benediftines could no longer 
perfuade the people thaf Dionylius the Areopagite 
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ever c^overned the church of Paris* Pretended faints, 
falfe miracles, and fuppofed relics^ began to be decried. 
That found reafoning which had thrown fuch lights upon 
phiiofophy, made its way every iwhere but flowly, and 
iirith difficulty. 

Gabon Louis de Noailles, brother to the Cardinal, and 
Bilhop of Chalons, in 1702, had Efficient fcnfible piety 
to throw away a relic which had been many ages care- 
fully preferved in the church of Notre-Damc, worffiip-# 
ped under the name of jefus Chrlft’s navel. All Clia- 
lons murmured againft the Bifliop. Prefidents Coun- 
fcllors, King’s Officers, Treafurers of France, Merchants, 
Citizens, Canons, Cura<ifes, unanimoufly protefted, by a 
juridical a£t, againft this adion of the Biffiop, reclaiming 
the holy 7mvd\ alledging the garment of Chrift preferv- 
ed at Argenteuil, the handkerchief at Turin and Laon, 
one of the nails of the crofs at St. Denis, and the pre- 
puce at Rome, and many other relxs that are preferved 
and defpifed, and which caufe fo much fcandal to a reli- 
gion which wc revere. But ^he Biffiop’s wife refolution 
triumphed at length over the credulity of the people. 

Some other fuperftitions, bccaufe united with refpec- 
table cuboms, ftlll fubfifted. *The* Protellants have 
therefore exulted ; but they are obliged to acknowledge, 
that there is no Catholic Church in which ihoie abufes 
are lefs common, or more defpifed, than in France. 

The true philofophical fpirir, which had not taken root 
till about the middle of this century, could notextingu.fli 
the ancient and modern difputes in theology, of which 
it took no cognizance. We fliall now proceed to fpeak 
of thefe difiencions, which are a difgrace to the human 
underftanding. 


Y4 
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CHAP. XXXVI. 

Of Cakinifm^ in the lime of Louis XIV, 

I T is undoubtedly a melancholy confideration, that the 
CluKch has been always torn by intefline divifions, 
and tliat I'o much blood fliould have been for fo many 
ages filed by thofe wlio proclaim the God of peace. 
This rage was unknown to Pagan i I m. Jt covered the 
earth with darknefs, but icarcely fpilt any other blood 
than that of animals ; and if huiKun vidims were fome^ 
times t>ficred up among the Jews and Pagans, fuck of- 
ferings, horrible as they were, never OLcafioned civil 
v/ars. The religion of the Pagans was compofed of ir.o- 
rality and feftivais. Morality, which is common to all 
men and all fealbns, and fefiivals, which are only ads 
of rejoicing, could never diilurb mankind. 

The fpirit of dogmatiimJnlpircd men with the rage 
of religious war, 1 have often confidcicd how, and by 
what means that dogmatic fpirit which divided the 
fchcois of Pagan anticpfity, without occalioning any dii- 
turbances, fhould among us produce fuch horrible ones. 
It canno: be caufed folely by fanaticifm ; for the (jViii- 
nofophili's and Bramin^ the moft fanatic of manknul, 
never hurt any bur ijicmldves. Cannot then the origin 
of this new plague which has ravaged the earth, U 
found in that republican fpirit which animated the pri- 
mitive churches againfi the authority that hates rcfiftance 
of every fort ? 1 hofe fecret a/Tcmblics which from caves 
and grottoes defied the authotity of the Roman kni- 
pero s, by degrees formed a State w'lthin a State. P 
a republic concealed in the befom of the einpiie. Con- 
fiantine efrevv it from under ground, and let it by the fide 
of the thione. 

7’iie authority annexed to great Sees was foon found 
to run counter to the fpirit of popularity, which had till 
then ]rd‘])ucd all the Chridian aficmblies. It often hap- 
pened, that when a Metropolitan uttered one opinion, a 
,Juffragan BJhop, a Prielf, or a Deacon, maintam'^d 

*• n ir M 
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dircft contrary. All autWlty fecrAW lirirfo i- 
inalinuch as all authoritv is ever unon tl! 

creel, they foot, make a duty of opuofition * 
p,.,_b.co,r,„ p„l.c„,o„, ,fc, o,kr„bds, J,lZ 
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.igainft a Billiop, how the raoe of Arius 

cUlurbed tlic peace of the earth + Iciuis has 

Opinion as the will of IJeaven' ogive one’s own 
i eved under pain of death and etcr 
fame men deemed the utmoll ftretih r f 
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univerfal belief. ' 1"he warfliip of images was almod; 
every where rejefteci in the Weft, in the Age of Charlt. 
magne. A Bifliop of Turin, named Claudius, inveigh! 
ed againft them with great acrimony, and maintained 
feveral opinions which at this time are the foundation of 
the Proteftant religion. Thefe opinions fpread them, 
felves in the valleys of Piedmont, Dauphiny, Provence 
and Languedoc. They flouriflied in the twelfth century- 
foon afterwards produced the wars of the Alhigcnfesl 
and having pafed from thence to the Univcrfity of 
Prague, excited the wars of^the HufTites. 

' The interval between the troubles which arofe from 
the aflies of John Hufs and'Jcromc of Prague, and 
thofe t'nat were rene.ved by the file of indulgences, 
was not more than one hundred years. The ancient 
opinions embraced by the Vnudois the Albigenfeg and 
the flufiites, revived and difiercnrly explained by 
Luther and Ziiingiius, were eagerly adopted in Ger- 
many, as they furniflicd pretence ior feizing on the 
many lands pofiened by the Biiliops and Abbots, and 
for rcfdling tfie power of the Jrmperors, who weie then 
taking large ftrides ^owaids arlvtrary power. I'hole 
tenets triumphed in Sweden and Denmark, coiintrics 
wherein people wCiC tree, under Kings. 

The Engliib, who inherit from nature a f[)irit of 
independence, atlopted, qualified them, and thence 
compofed a religion fur themfelvcs. Prcibytcrianilin 
ellabliQied in Scotland, during the troubles, a kind of 
Republ c, the pedantry and harflinefs of which became 
much more intolerable than the inclemency of, their 
jclimate, and even than the tyranny of the Bifliops, which 
had excited fo much clamour. It continued to be 
grievous in Scotland, till reafon, laws, and conipuHio^i 
had reprefled it. The Reformation made its way m 
Poland ; but its progrefs was confiderable only nj 
places wiiere the people were not flaveti. It fotm^ 
little difiiculry in being received among the greate 
and the rjehedt part of the Swifs Cantons. 
fame republican principle it was near being eftabliihe 
at Venice ; and might have perhaps taken root there. 
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not Rome been fo near, and’ if the Government 
had not dreaded a democracy, to yhich the people in 
every Republic naturally afpire, and which was the chif't 
view of moft of the Reformers. The Hollanders Ihook 
off the yoke of Spain *, before they embraced this 
religion. Geneva became intirely a republican State 
in receiving Calyinifm. 

The Hoiife of Auftria took, all poffible pains to pre- 
vent thefe religions from getting footing in their domi- 
nions. They fcarcely made any progrefs in Spain. 
They were extirpated with fire and fword in the Duke- 
dom of Savoy, which had been their cradle. In 1655,- 
the inhabitants of the vallies of Piedmont fuffered what 
the people of Merindol and Cabriere had experienced 
under Francis I. in France. The Duke of Savoy 
ablblutely exterminated the fed, as foon as he found it 
dangerous ; fo that there remained only fome few 
fcarcely known, among the rocks which fheltered 
theni. 


It does not appear that the Lutherans and Calvinilts 
caiiled any great troubles in France, under the refolute 
government of Francis I. and Henry II. But when 
tne Adminiftration was weak and divided, the quarrels 
of religion became violent. Condd and Coligni, become 
Calvinids becaule the Guiles were Catholics, over- 
vvlielined the State through ftrife. The levity and im- 
petuofity of the nation, their paflion for novelty and 
endiufiafm changed them, for above forty years, from 
a moft polifiied to a moft barbarous people. 

Henry IV. born of this fed, which he really loved 

conded by lus vidones and virtues, obtain the Crown 
Ztv After he became a 

deftrudinn ‘ngtatitude to confenj: to the 

monarr : a people, to whom, though enemies to 

‘onarchical government, in part he owed his Crown • 


and “’'3' were il, It converted to this doc 

) men ihuok oft the yoke of Spain. Sm//a, 


ttvi 
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and even had he heVn inclined to it, he could not no 
have dertroyed this i^dion 5 he therefore cherifhed and 
protected, but rcftrained it. 

The Huguenots of France, at this time, amounted 
to a twelfth part of the nation ; and amon^ them 
were many powerful Lords : whole cities were Pro. 
tellants. They had made war upon their Sovereigns 
who had been obliged to jput fome ftrong places mto 
their hands for fecurity. Henry III. had given up to 
them, in^ Dauphine alone, fourteen ^ Montauban and 
Nifmes, in Languedoc; Saumur, and above all Ro. 
-chellc, which made a Republic of itfelf, and which 
the commerce and protedlion of the Engliih might have 
rendered powerful. 

At length Henry IV. feemed to aft according to his 
inclination, his duty, and even liis polic)/, by grantino- 
them, in 1598, the celebrated Edi6t of Nantes. 1 h;S 
Ed ft was in reality no more than a confirmation of 
privileges which the Proteflants had obtained, Iword 
iii* hand, from preceding Kings, and which Henry t!ie 
Great, after being eftabliflied on the Throne, confirmed 
to them voluntaiily. ^ By this Edift of Nantes, which 
the name of Henry IV. had rendered more (clebiaud 
than any other, every I.ord of a Eief vtiled vvitli 
power of capital jurifdiftion, was permitted tlic lull 
exerreile, within his own caftle, of the pretended reioniv 
td religion, Eiveiy Lord not pofleffed of luch jiowcr, 
was aliewed thiny perfons to be prefent at divt-c 
fervice. 'The full exercife of this rel trion was tolerated 
in every place under the immediate jurifdiftion of a 
Parliament. 

The Calvinius were free to print books in every 
place where their religion was permitted, without apply- 
ing to their fuperiors. 'Hiey were declared capable of 
holding all the great offices and dignities of State ; and 
this appeared plainly, in eff.ft, by the King's having 
ctcated the Lords of 'i remouillc and Rohan ^ Dukes aiul 
Peers ot France. 


Who were HuguenolB. 


A 
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A new Chamber was purpofely formed in the Parlia- 
ment of Paris, confiding of a Prefident and fixteea 
Counfellors. This Court, which *vas called the Cham- 
ber of the Edi6t, determined all caufes that concerned 
the Reformed, not only in the immenfe dlPtrift of Paris,^ 
but likewife in that of Normandy and Btirtany. Indeed 
there never was but one Calvinid admitted by right 
among the Counfellors of this jurifdiction ; but as the 
defian of it was to prevent thofe vexatious adions of 
which the party complained •, and as men always value 
themfelves upon difeharging a trufe by which they arc 
ddbnguiflied ; this Chamber, compoled of Catholic% 
always rendered the rripfl: impartial juftice to the Hu- 
guenots, as they themiclves acknowledged. 

They had a kind of lelTer Parliament, at Cadres, in- 
dependent on that of Touloufe. 1 hey had likewife 
Courts of Juflice at Grenoble and Bourdeaux, compofed 
of one-half Roman Catholics, and the other Calviniils. 
Their Churches aflembU d in Synods in the fame manner 
as the Gallican Church. Thefe privileges, togcl,lier 
With many others, incorporated the Calvinills v/Irh the 
reft of the nation. It was, in effev-d, fuficring enemies 
to league together*; but the authoriry, t!ie goodnels, 
and the addrefs of this great Monarch kept them within 
bounds during his life. 

Alter the tragical and much-lamenlcJ death of 
Henry IV. during the weaknefs oi’ a minority, and 
under a divided Court, it was hardly poiTible for the 
republican fpirit of the Reformed not to abufe tneir 
privileges ; or for the Court, feeble as it was, noc to 
attempt to re'lrain them. The Huguenots liad already 
eftabliPned Circles in France, in imitation of thofe in 
Germany. The Deputies of thefe Circles were frequent- 
ly feditious, and there were in the parry iii'df feveral 

Noblemen of unbounded ambition. The .Duke of 

> 

1*^0 ; It was, in to make friends of enemies, *Tis per- 

ccution,. only, that creates the latter. M. Volidiic* feems -to hivt 
his i OLFR ation, here — Dut 'I hat was ^ popida, Juijtd ; I'his 
o'Tnion. Lyars, the proicrb fiys, ihuulu ’have voud nic- 


Bouillon, 
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Bouillon, and above all the Duke of Rohan, the chief 
who had the greafcft influence among the Muguenois 
fooa hurried the reltlffs fpirit of the Preachers, and the 
blind zeal of the people, into an open revolt. The 
General Aflembly cf the party, in 1615, had the bold, 
nefs to prefent a Rcmonftrance to the Court, in which* 
among other infolent articles, they demanded a refor. 
mation in the King’s Council^. In the year 1616, 
they took up arms, in feveral places ; and the auda. 
city of the Huguenots joining with the diviiions in 
the Court, the public hatred againil the favourites, 
and the unfettled ilate of the nation, every thing wns 
for fomc time in confufion. Nothing prevailed but fedir 
tions, intrigues, menaces, infurrections, treaties made ;n 
hafte, and broken as fpcedily; v/hich made the faniOLis 
Cardinal Bentivoglio, at that time Nuncio in France, 
fay, that he had been witnefs of nothing but ilorrns. 

In the year 1621, the Calvinift Churches of France 
oflered Lefdiguieres, who was afterwards made Con- 
llable, the command of their armies, with a falary of 
an hundred thoufand crowns a-mondi. But Lelcli- 
guieres, more clear- fighted in his ambition, than they 
in their fadtions, and w*ho knew them well, as having 
commanded them before, chofe rather at that lime to 
fight againfl: them, than be at their head *, and, inftcad 
of accepting their ofiers, turned Catholic. The party 
al'terv/ards applied to the Marflial Duke of Bouillon, 
w^ho returned for anfwer, that he was too old. lo 
conclude, they conferred that unhappy poft on die 
Duke of Rohan, who, jointly with his brother Soubife, 
had the hardinefs to make war upon the King of h ranee. 

The fame year the Conftable dc lAiynes carried 
Louis XIII. from province to province. He reduced 
to obedience upwards of fifty cities, almoft without 

♦ This they tliil not do, as Huguenots, but as a fclei^ body. Tiiey 
were equally fubjefts, and had equal rights. When Englllh Corpora- 
tions or Counties addrefs the King to relieve a grievance, they 
to be confidered as diiHn^t bodies from the reft of the people. ^ 
fubjed: has a i^tural right to demand redrefs, and none but a Frenc 1 
man wpuid treat the as bold^efsi or iti/olcnce. ^ravjlator. 

2 ’ refinance j 
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i but failed before Monfauban, whence the 
had the mortification of being o'l)iiged to decamp. 
Hochclle was bedieged in vain. Th^at city continued to 
(defend itfelf, both by its own (trength, and the fuccours 
it received from England ; and the Duke cle Rohan, a 
traitor to his Country, concluded a peace with his So- 
vercimi, like one Crowned Mead treating with another 
After this peace, and the death of the Ccn(l:?bic de 
Liiviies, there was a neceflity of renewing the war, and 
aoaln laying fiegr to Rochelle, always in league againft 
its Sovereign with tlic Englida and the Caivinifcs of the 
Kingdom. A woman (the mother of the Duke of 
Rohan) defended this city a whole year ngahnft the 
royal army, againil the adtivitv of Cardinal edeludieu, 
and the iiurepidny of Loui^XIH, wi’O braced death 
moic than once at this hege.- 'i he city luheicvi all the 
extremities of famine*, and would liot have been re- 
duced at lalf, had it not been lor the nivdc oi five 
hundred feet long, which Carchnal Richelieu ordered 
to be made acrols the mouth of the harbour, in imita- 
tion of thnfe which Alexander formerly raided before 
the city of Tyre, This fubdued the fea and the Ro- 
chclleico 

Cuiton, the M :yor of Rochelle, who had formed the 
clelign to bury himfelf under the ruins of the place, had 
the buidnefs, alter having furrtndercd ac dilcretion, to 
'^ij^peur before Cardinal Richelieu, attended by his 
nyiards, the Mayors of tlie principal Huguenot cities 
heing allowed this mark of honour. GuitoiRs guards, 
however, were taken from Itim, and the city was diveft- 
cd of its privileges. The Duke ol Rvotum, chief of the 
rebellious heretics, Hill continued die war for his party ; 
*^nd finding himlcif abandoned by the Engliih, though 
Horelrrnts, he entered into an alliance with the 
^P^niards, though Catholics, liui the firm bv;haviour 

It 6 Sovereign afled wifely, in making fneh a conceflioiu 

empire. To continue to ticat a people iis rebels, 
t(J V ^rr 01' li'ccels, h'lve become too I'ow^iiul to be mafici*- 

govciiic'l b) lUii.e.f riai iio’t by things; 
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of Cardinal Richelieu forced the Huguenots, at lat( 
after being defeated on all fidcs, to fubmit. *' 

All the Ed ids granted them before this time, Iwd 
been fo many treaties made with their Kings. Richelieu 
refolved that the one granted them on this occafion, 
Ihould be called ^he Ediil of Grace. The King in'it 
/peaks in the ftyle of a Prince who pardons. The 
ixercifc of the new religion was forbidden in Rochelle, 
ihelfleofRhe, Oleron, Privas, andPamiers; in other 
refpeds the Edift of Nantes was fuffered to remain, 
wliich, by the CalviniP.s, was always looked upon as 
their fundamental law. , 

Itfeemed Ibmewhat fttange,, that Cardinal de Riche- 
lieu, who was fo abfolute and daring, did not tot, illy 
abolilb this famous lidid ; but at that time he had 
fomething elle in view, more difficult perhaps in the 
execution, but not lefs conformable to the extent of his 
.ambition, and the greatnefs of his defigns. He aimed 
at the glory of fubduing the minds of men, which he 
thought himfelf capable of e&aing by the greatnefs 
of his underftanding, his power, and his politics. His 
projefi: was to gain over fome of the Preachers, which 
the Reformed then called Minifters, and are now fuled 
Pallors-, to bring them Hrft to acknowledge that the 
Roman Catholic worlhip was not criminal in the light 
of God; to lead them, afterwards, by degrees, to give up 
fome points of little importance; and to appear in the eyes 
of the Court of Rome, as if he had yielded nothing at 
all. Ele made fure of dazzling one party of the Re- 
formed, of reducing the other by prelents and favours, 
and to appear at length to have united them to t- 
Church; leaifing to time to accompliffi the ret, m 
indulging himfelf before hand in the glory of havm 
tffcaed, or prepared the way for this great work, 
of beipg thought to have completed it. Theta 
Capuchin Jofeph on one fide, and two Minffiers 
cd on the other, fet about this negociation. cot i ^ 
peared that the Cardinal had ptefumed too iar ; 
that it is, more difficult to adjull the diucie 
Divines, than to laiie moles in the ocean. 
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RicbelieM, thus di(^pp0ml?e4» f^fel^cld entirely to 
crufh the Calvinifts', cares of another naiCgre pre- 
vented him. He found himfelf obliged to combat, at 
the fame time, the Grandees of the Kingdom, the 
Royal Family, the whole Houfe of Auftria,, and fre- 
quently Louis XIII. himfdf. At length, amidft all 
thefe ftorms, he ended his days by a prematpre deaths 
before he was able to complete his defigns, leaving be- 
hind him a name more dazzling, than either loved or 
revered. 

In the mean time, after the taking of Rochelle, and 
the publication of the Edt^ of Grace^ the civil wars 
ceafed, and there remained nothing but co.ntroverfy. 
Large volumes were publiflicd on both fides, which 
no body reads, at prefent. The Clergy, and especially 
the Jeluits, aimed at converting the Huguenots. The 
Huguenot Preachers endeavoured to bring over fome 
Catholics to their opinion. The King’s Council was 
bufied in iffuing Arrets about a burying-ground, which 
the two parties were difpiuing in a village*, about a 
chnpcl built on fome land formerly belonging to the 
Church ; about fchools ; the juriklu^tion of caflles, in> 
terments, and bells ; in which the Reformed leldoni 
gained their caufe. Thefe trifling difputes were all 
that was now left of the former devaflations and 
ravages. The Huguenots were without a leader, fince 
they had loft the Duke of Rohan, and that Sedan Ixad 
been taken from the Houfe of Bouillon. They even 
niade a merit of remaining quiet, during the faftions 
of the Fronde, and the civil wars excited by the 
Princes oF the Blood, the Parliaments, and the Bifcops, 
on pretence of ferving the King againft Cardinal Ma.^ 
zarin. 


There were fcarce any difputes about religion, during 
the litcof this Minifter. He made no fcruple to beftow 
die place of Comptroller-General of the Finances upon 
^ Huguenot of foreign cxtradlion, named Hervardi 
^^^pt'med were all of them admitted .into th^ 
^he revenue, and all the places dependent 

2 Colbert, 
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< * Colbeftj who revived the induftry of the nation, and 
M^hom France may look upon the founder of her 
commerce, employed a great number of Huguenots 
in arts, manufactures, and the navy. Thele ufeful 
objefts, which fully occupied them, fottened by de^rec^ 
the epidemic fury of controverfy ; and the glorv 
which for fifty years together furrounded the ihrone 
of Louis XIV. added to his power, and the firmnefs 
and vigour of his adminiftration, extinguilhed in the 
Calvinill party, as well as in all orders of the State 
the lead idea of fedition. The magn.ficcnt fcafts of I 
gay and galant Court threw an air of ridicule on ihc 
pedantry and leferve of the Huguenots. In proportion 
as good tafle improved, the pfalms of Marof and Btza 
began to infpirc clifguft *. I'hefe canrides, which had 
charmed the L'ourt or Francis II. feemi d only calciiiaud 
^or the populace, in the reign of Louis XIV. Sound 
phdofophy, which began to make its way in the wo ld 
towards the middle ol tfiis Age, helped liiii more tuput 
men out ot liLimourwith religious difpures. 

But while Reafon was gradually extending her inlliicnce 
pver men, the fpirit of controverfy itfelf became inftru- 
mental in preferving the peace of the State : for the 
Janfenifts, beginning about this time to appear with 
Ibrne reputation, acquired a confiderable lliaie in the 
^fteem of thofe who are fond of fuch fubtleties. Th:y 
wrote at the fame time againft the Jefuits and lluguy- 
nots. Thefe latter nnfwered the Jefuiis and ihe Janfe- 
nifts. 1 he Lutherans, in the province ot Allace, 
attacked all the three. A paper-war among lo many 
different fefts, at a time when the State was engaged in 
great dcfigns, and the Government was pow'erful, coukI 
not fail of becoming, in a few yeais, only an amuie- 
inent •for the idle part of tlie nation, which, fooner 
or later, always finks into indiftcrence. . . 

Louis XIV. was exafperated againft the ftftaries m 
religion,' by the continual remonitrances ot his Cleig}» 
by the Court of Rome, and efpecially by the Lhance 

♦ Like of Sternliold aiid Hopkins, in our day?. 

Lc Tclhe* 



Le Tellicr and fon Louvois, both enemies to Colbei t, 
and who had refolved to root oit the Reformed, as 
rebels becaufe Colbert prote6led them, as ufeful iob- 
ie61s. Louis, wholly a llranger to the fundnincnra! 
points of their doftrine, looked upon them, not without 
reafon, as old revrolters fubdued with difficulty. He 
applied himfclf at firft to undermine, by degrees, on 
all Tides the fabric of their icligion. Their churches 
were taken from tlv-m on the mofl: fiender pretexts, 
and tiiey were forbidden to mar y the daughters of 
Catholics : but in this there feemed to be a want of 
policy, or at leaft an igivorance of the power of a kx^ 
with which the Court was otherwile fo well acquainted. 
The Inrendanfs and the Bifhops endeavour^-d, upon 
the moft pliufible pretences, to get Huguenot children 
away from their parents. Colbert had orders, in i68f, 
not to admit any perfon of th’s religion into places in 
the revenue. They were excluded as much as pofTible 
from the corporations of a^-ts and trades. The King, 
hov\ever, tliou-h he kept them under the yoke, did 
not always make th^ni feel rlie whole weight of it, 
Edicls appeared forbidding all violence again ll them ; 
inlinuarions were mingled with fr veri ties ; and the op- 
preflions they laboured under, were at leaft covered 
with a fnew of j nil ice. 

One very efficacious infiriiment of conveiTion was 
paiticularly ufed, which was monry ; but there was nqc 
aa efFeftnal ule made of the expedient. Pchffon had 
die charge of this lecrec fervice •, the lame Pi‘liir>n vho 
was fo long a Ciilvinift, and who is fo v^eli known by 
’s writings, his copious eloqueiue, and his at achment 
to the Superintendant Fouquee, whole Iccretary, fa- 
'"ourite, and viftim, he was. He had tne gosH[ for- 
t'^ne to be enlightened, and to change h s religion, at 
fime w!,en that change opened a way to fort'-ne and 
preermenr. PH took the ccclefiaftieal habit, and 
itained fcveral benchces, and the place of Mailer of 

the K/ing eutrufted 
pr revenues ot J,he Abbies of St. G- ruoua 

irnd Ciuni, together with the ;nu:me arifi.u^ 
Z 2 from 
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from the third part of the C^conomai * ; the whole to 
be dhlributcd amon^ft thofc who woufd become con- 
verrs. Cardinal Le Camus, Arrhbiihop of Grenoble 
had lately tried this meihod. Pcliflbn, charged with 
this negociation, fent money into the Provinces, endea- 
vouring to make many converts with little expence. 
Small Inms dilbributed to a ' number of indigent 
wretches, fwellcd the lift which PcIifTon ^refented, 
every three months, to the King ; perfuading him, that 
every thing upon earth would at length give way to his 
generv>(:ty and power. 

The Council, encouraged ',by thefe fmall fiicceflls, 
which time would have rendered more confiderablc, had 
ventured in U)Si, to ifTue a declaration, permitting chil- 
dren to renounce their religion at the age of feven years; 
and under the fandion of this decree, great numbers of 
children were feized in the Provinces, m order to make 


th-,m abjure ; and troops were quartered upon the 
houfes ot their parents. 

This precipitate tlepof the Chancellor Le Tellicr and 
his ibn L.cuvo s was the occafion that, in i68i, a great 
many fimilies of Poitou, Saintonpe, and the neigh- 
bourin^T Provinces, fled the Kinordom. 

Foreign nations, with eagernefs, took advantage ot 
this circumftance. The Kings of England and Denmark, 
and the City of Amfterdam, in particular, invited the 
Calvinills to take refuge in their territories, promifing 
them ample fubfiftence. Amflerdam alone undertook 


to build a thoufand houfes for tlie fugitives. 

The Council loon perceived the dangerous conk* 
quences of a too fpeedy ufe of authority, and thought to 
find a remedy in that very authority itfelf. They weie 
fenflble bow neccffiry arti/ans were in a country vvhfJ'^ 

comri'icixc iiourilhud, and feamcn, at a time when they 

were clLablifldng a naval force. The 

the gaiix\-5 was therefore denounced againft all, of 

profeihons, wlio Ihould attempt to quit the Kingdom. 


• The Occoncmat is a tt^rin for the Stewardflilp 
Dloccle, for receiving the profits cf ^11 benefices, during their 
cic>. Tri>nf,c::or. JC 



THE AGE' OF LO.VIS XIV. 3^1 

It being obferyed that a great* ifumber of Calvinift 
families were felling their eftates^ a proclamation im- 
mediately appeared, conliicating all thole lands, in 
cafe the feller Ihoiild leave the Kingdom within a year. 
The perfecution againft; the Minifters was now relumed 
with double feverity. Tl\eir churches were fluit up 
upon the moft frivolous pretences, and all the rents letc 
by will to their confiftories, were applied to the hofpi- 
tais of the Kingdom. 

The Mafters of Calvinift fchools were forbid to re- 
ceive boarders. The Minillers were taxed, and Pro- 
teftant Mayors were deprived of their right of noblelfe. 
The Officers of the Kirf*g’s Houfliold, and the King’s 
Secretaries, who were Proteftants, had orders to refign 
their places. None of this religion were any longer 
admitced, either among the Notaries, the Lawyers, or 
vea in the funftion of Attornies. 

The Clergy were ftridlly enjoined to ufe their utmoft 
endeavours to make profeJytes, while perpetual banilh- 
ment was denounced againft thofe Proceftant Minifters 
who fliould attempt the fame. All thefe ordonnances 
were publicly folicued by the Clergy of France, who, 
like children of a houfliold, were refolved not to fhare 
ilieir inheritance with al'cns introduced by force. 

Peliflbn went on buying converts \ but Madame 
Hervard, widow of the Comptroller-General of the 
Finances, animated with that zeal for religion which 
has been obferved in all ages to belong to women, fenr 
much money to prevent converfions, as Peliffon had 
done to procure them. 

the Huguenots ventured on re- ,0 
dtance in fome places. They alfembled in the * 
ivarais^, and in Dauphiny, near the places where 
fioir churches had been demoliihed. They were^atcack- 
r dletended themfelvcs. This was but a 

iparkof the lire of our ancient civil wars. Two 

tke ]^verRhone°'^^^^^ Languedoc, feparatcJ fiom Dauphiny by 
1 Z 3 or 
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or three Hindicd miferable wretches, without a leader 
without tow'ns and|even without any regular plan of 
de(ign, were difperfed in a quarter of an hour. Their 
punifhmcnt immediately followed their defeat. The 
Intendant of Dauph'ny caulcd the grandfon of tl?e 
Minifter, Cham;er, who had drawn up the lulid: of 
Nantes to b( broke upon the wheel. He is ranked 
among rh<‘ moft famous martyrs of the fed ; and the 
name of Chamier has been long held in veneration by the 
PfOteilanfs. 

16S3, Intendant of Languedoc caufed the 

Miniker Chcmel to be broke alive upon the. 
wheel. Three more were condemned to the fame 
pun'fhment, and ten to be hanged •, but they laved 
the'idelves by flight, and were only executed in effigy. 

All rhefe rigorous proceedings infpired terror, "and 
at the fame time tnereafed the fpirit ot obftinacy. It is 
but too well known, th.it people become more attached 
to a religion, in proportion as they lufler for its 
lake.^. 

Ac this time the King Vvas perfuaded, that, after 
having fent IvInTioniries into all the Provinces, it be- 
hoved him likewile to lend dragoons. 'Pheie violences 
feemed very ill-timed, and weie the confequencts of the 
fpirit which then prevailed at Court, that every thing 
ought to fubmic to the wiifcf Louis XlV. It was not 
fonlide;cd that the Huguenots were no longer the lame 
as at Jarnac, Moncontour, and Contras •, that UjC 
rage of civil war was now extinguifhed ; that this nia- 
laJv, of long continuance, was now upon the decline i 
that every thing has but a limited duration with niaii- 
kind ; that if the fathers had been rebels undu’ 
Louis XIII. their children were bceorpe good lubjeus 
under. Louis XIV. Jt was lien in Enghnd, Holland, 
and Germany, that many fc^^s, who had 

* That pp fihtkn m kes S.nnij, is a vulgar, not a liberal 4 

^018 not att (h n cn ilrcn^er iq their religioub opini^ n^^ » 
natural 10 fehfl: opjjrefTion, let the iinpcfgioii be* cf \vhat 
k may. ftfinjlafur, ' , ^ 
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Other in pieces, during the laft age, now lived peaceably 
tocrether, within the walls of fame city. Evtrj 
thmg proved, that an abfoliite Prince might be equally 
-well ferved by Catholics and by Proteftants, The 
•Lutherans of Alface were unanfwerable proofs of this 
maxim. In the end, it appeared that Qiieen Chriftina 
was not miftaken, in what fhe fays in one of her letteis 
on the fubjeft of thefe oppreflions and emigrations : 

I look upon France as a patient whofe legs and 
“ arms are cut off, to cure him of a diforder which 
patience and lenitives would have entirely got the 
“ better of.” 

Louis XIV. who, jn feizing upon Strafburg, in 
i68i, protefted Lutheranifm there, might have afted 
in the fame manner by Caivinifm, which time would 
have infenfibly aboliflied, as it every day diminiflies the 
number of Lutherans in Alface. Could it be imagined, 
that in putting this force upon a great number of his 
fubjed:s, he would not lofe many more, who, in fpite 
of all his edicts and guards, would by flight avoid a 
vioirnce which they looked upon as a horrible jSerfecu- 
tion ? And, in fabt, why compel a million of people to 
hate a name fo dear and precious, and to which both 
Proteflants and Catholics, Frenchmen and Grangers, 
had agreed to join the epithet of Great ? Policy itfelf 
fcenied to require a toleration of the Calvinifts, in order 
to oppole them to the continual pretenfions of the Court 
ot Rome. It was about this very time, too, that the 
King had openly broke with Innocent XL the declared 
enemy of France. But Louis XIV, reconciling the 
mu lefts of his religion with thofe of his grandeur, was 
refolved to humble the Pope with one hand, and crufll 
the Calvinifts with the other. 

He confldered thefe two enterprizes as produdivc of 
that luftre of glory, of which he was in all things lorn!, 
^ven to a degree of idolatry. The Bilbops, fever d oi 
the Intendanis, and the whole Council, made him be- 
Lve that hi-i troops would, by their barc^appearanvie, 
what his liberalities and mulioiu had alica^'y 

ht‘gun. 

Z 4 



THE AQE OF LOUIS XIV. 


344 - 

He thought that! m this he did no more than make 
ufe of hi-s auihority but thofe to whom that power 
■was committed, e-xerted it with extreme rigour *. 

Towards the end of the year 1684, and in the begin- 
ning of 1685, when Louis XIV. always ftrongly armed, » 
had nothing to fear from any of his neighbours, troops 
were lent into all tlie cities and caftles where the 
Proteftants were molt numerous ; and as the dragoons, 
who at that time were very ill difeiplined, committed 
the greateft excefies, this execution was called the 
DragonrJe. 

All pofiible care was taken to guard the frontiers, in 
order to prevent the flight of thole who were dcfigneci 
Co be reunited to the Chun h. Ii was a kind of chacc 
carried on within a large enclolure. 

A Bifliop, an Intendant, or a Sub-delegate, or $ 
Curate, or fome other perfon in authority, marched at 
the head of the foldiers. I'he principal Calvinift fami- 
lies were aflenibied, efpccially ihofe who were deemed 

* Madame de Caylus, in her Scu'utmrs, mentioning this clrcuin- 
llance, f.rys, Monficar de Louvoia iirli prevaileii on the King to 
Nation fjme regiments of dragoons in the m-di remarkable llii- 
gucnct loWns, by perfuadiug him that the foie appearance of the 
** troops, without any other manoeuvre than merely capreoling before 
the iniiabkant , vvculd induce them more readily to lilten to the 
“ dodrine of fuch orthodox teachers as might at the fame time be 
fent among them. 

“ The King complied with this mlniflerial meafire, againft his 
own opinion, and contrary to his natural bent, which always in- 
clmed to lenity, 'i hey took advantage of his pcrmilhon, and 
“ under the fandtion of hi- order-, were guilty of much cruelty, 
** without hib bnowledge, which he would liave pumnied feicrely, 
had the report of it ever been fuffered to have reached his car-. 
“ But Monlicur de Louvois contrived to amufe him, from time to 
** time, by riftinning that numbers of converts were every day made, 
“ nb he had before fuppofed would have been the cafe, at the mere 
** fight ofnhc military on the parade*^. 

“ His Majeily had really foniuch candogr in his own nature, tMt 
r “ he could never imagine any pcrlbn to be capable of deceiving him 
w'liom he lud once plated a confidence in; and many td 
“ wairantable things which have been imputed to him, in thefe 
other tranfakions, were owing to the miftaken notion of prouty 
that be ufed too often to compliment his Kliniliers with.” 

0 / f.i)’sihc ingenious Tranfato/, upon this palldge. 

ipoft 
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inoft traftable. They renounced their religion in the 
name of the reft, and thofe who ^continued obftinate 
were given up to the foldiery, who were allowed every 
licence but that ot killing; neverthelcfs, many perfons 
were fo cruelly treated, that they died foon after. The 
pofterity of the refugees in forei^ countries ftill cry 
out againft this perfecution of their fathers, comparing 
it to the moft violent the Church had ever fuftairicd iri 
the firft Ages of Chriftianity. 

It feemed a ftrange contraft, that fuch cruel and mer- 
cllefs orders fhould proceed from the bofom of a volup- 
tuous Court, diftinguifhe^ for foftnefs of manners, the 
graces; and all the charnVs of focial life. The inflexible 
chara6ter of the Marquis de Louvois appeared too 
plainly in this affair, and we fee in it the fame genius 
which had propofed to bury Holland under the waves, 
and afterwards laid the Palatinate in afhes There are 
ilili extant letters written with his own hand, in this 
year of 1685, and conceived in thefe terms : It is the 
“ King’s pleafure, thac Jiuch as refufe to conform tp his 
‘‘ religion fhould be pnnillied with the utmoft rigour ; 
“ and that thofe who Ihould affedt the foolifh glory of 
“ being the lall to comply, fliould be driven to the lafl: 
“ extremity.’" 

Paris was not expofed to thefe vexations ; the cries of 
the fiifferers would have made themfelves heard too near 
the Throne. The perfecutors were willing to make 
viftims, but did not care to have their clamours heard. 

While the churches of the Reformed were thus every 
where demolilhed, and abjurations were demanded in 
the Provinces with an armed force, the Pkiidf of Nantes 
was at laft revoked, in the month of Oeftober 1685. This 
cornpleted the ruin of that fabric which was already 
undermined on all fides. 

The Chamber of the Edidi: had been fupprefied fome 
jnie before, and the Calvinift Counfellors in Par- 
f^nient were ordered to refign their places. Arrets of 
tjiuncil followed one qpon another,, like rhuuderbolts, 
whr^K t'Cmains of the proferibed religion. That 

^ iippeared tq be the rpoft feverc, ^Yas the Order 

for 
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for feizing the children of the j^retended Reformed, and 
putting tliem into t^e hands of their neareft Cathohc re 
lations ; an order againft which the voice of nature cried 
ib loudly, dat it was never carried into execution. 

■ But in this memorable Ediel, which revoked 
that of Nantes, they feemed to have j)aved the 
way to an event direftly contrary to the end propofed. 
The intent was to procure a re-union of the Calvimfts 
to the national Church, throughout the Kingdom. 
Gourville, an expert politician, whom Loiivois con- 
ibhed, advifed him, is well known, to impriibn all 
the Preachers, and releafe fucji only, as being gained 
by private penlions, would abjure in public, ant! mioht 
by this means contribute more to the defired union than 
the Mihionaries and ioidiers. 

Iidlead of following this politic advice, an Edid was 
ilTucd, ordering all the Minitlers who refufed to renounce 
their religion, to quit the Kingdom in fifteen days. 
It was furely the utmoif blindnels to imagine, that in 
driving away tl e Pallors, a great part of the flock would 
not follow. It was preluming extravagantly upon 
power, and betraying a very (lender knowledge of man- 
kind, to fuppofc that lb many exafperated minds, fo 
many imaginations heated with the idea of martyrdom, 
elpecially in the Ibuthern parrs of France, would not 
run all rifles to go and publifh their conflancy, and the 
glory of their exile, in foreign countries, when lb many 
nations, envious of Louis XI V, weie ready to receive 
ihe fugitives with open arms. 

The old Chancellor Lc Tellier, when he figned the 
Edid, cried cut in an eeftafy of joy : Nuj^c dimittis fer- 
•vtiv: tuuniy DorrinCy qti 'ui vidcrunt cculi met faluiarc tuunu 
Lord, now letcell: thou thy lervant depart in peace, 
for mine eyes have Icen thy kilvation.^’ He did not 
imagine that he was then fetting his hand to^ 
which would be productive of the greatelf miichiei 
hiS Country 

Ki 

^ Tn rendh'ig the funeral oration of this Chancellori pronouno 
ji>y L‘c/l.uer, »sc fee Ura rcprefciitcd as a good and a great man. 
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His Ton, Louvois, was no lefs deceived, when he 
thought that a bare order of his ^would be lufficient to 
fhiit the frontier-paffes and fea-ports againft thofe who 
thou<^ht their duty obliged them to By. Induftry, when 
employed to elude the law, is always too ftrong for au- 
thority. "i*he gaining over fomefew of the guards was 
fufficient to favour the flight of a number of refugees. 
No lefs than fifty thoufand families quitted the Kingdom 
in the fpace of three years ; and were afterwards follow- 
ed by others, who carried their arts, manufaftures, and 
richrs, into foreign countries with them. Almoll all 
the north ol Germany, a country till then rude and void 
of induftry, received a 'new face from the multitudes 
tranlplanted thither, who peopled whole cities. Stuffs, 
gold and filler lace, hats, flockings, formerly bought 
of France, were now manufadured in thofe countries 
by them. A pai t ot the fuburbs of London was peopled 
entiiely with French maniifaclurers in filk. Others car- 
ried thither the art of making cryftal in perfed:ion, 
which was then loft in France. I'he gold which the 
refugees brought with them, is (till very frequently to 
be met with in Germany *. • 

Thus France loft about five hundred thoufand inha- 
bitants, an immenfe quantity of fpecic, and, what is dill ' 
more, the arts with which her enemies enriched them- 
lelves. Holland gained excellent officers and foldiers. 
Ihe Prince of Orange and the Duke of Savoy had 
entire regiments of refugees. Thofe lame Sovereigns 
Pt Savoy and Piedmont, who had exercifed fo much 
cruelty againft the Reformed of their own countries, en- 
rolled thofe or France among their troops j and it ccr- 

r>'e look iqto the Annals of the Abbp de St. Pierre, we fliall hnd him 
•i incan-lpirhed and dangeroub court-fyeophant ; one Ikilful in the arc 
Pi calumniating, of whom the Count de Grammont faid, on keing 
ii'ii c.imc out tiom a private conference with the King, “ Mcthink« 

“ i ^ has jult been devourin^^ a brood of chicken?, and is 

lips It.iined with their blood.’* Vultatrc^ 
at 1 d'Avaux, in his Letters, fays he was informed, that 

will thoufand guineas coined ^^uh the gold 

^p.ithe refugees had fent over thither : bgt this account is too 
exaggerated. Ibidy 

mainly 
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•tainly was not rlirougii any religious zeal diat the Prln 
of Orange enlided thiftn alfo. Some of them went ev^' 
as far as the Cape of Good Hope to fettle. The nen| 

of the lamoiis Du ^efne, Lieutenant-General of r 

Marine, founded a fmall Colony at that extremity of tfe 
iglobe ; but it did not profper, for moft part of thofe 
.who went on board perilhed by the way- However 
.tire remains of this Colony yet fubhft in the neighbour! 
hood of the Hottentots. The French have had a farther 
difperfion than the Jews. 

In vain were the prifons and gallies filled with thofe 
who were ftopt in their flight: what could be done with 
fuch a multitude of wretches 'fvhoni fufferings had but 
more ftrengthened in their faith ? How could members 
of the law, and infirm old men, be left to perifli in the 
gallies ! Some hundreds were fent over to America. At 
length the Council began to think, that if they were no 
longer prohibited leaving the Kingdom, the minds of 
ehe people being no longer inftigated by the fecrct plca- 
fure of difobeying, emigrations would become lefs fre- 
.quent. But here they were again niiftaken; and after 
leaving the palTages 0{)en, they were a fecond time de- 
fended, to no purpole. 

In 1685 Calvinifts were inferdifted to employ 
Catholic fervants in their families, left the mafter might 
pervert the domeftics ; and the year after another Edift 
.commanded them to hire none but Huguenots *. 1 lieie 
was nothing rteady in the method of perfecuting tlicni, 
except the dclign of compelling them lo come in. 

After all the churches of the Reformed were uemolilli- 
ed, and their Pallors bainfned, nothing more remained 
but to retain in the Roman Communion fuch as, through 
fear or perfuafion, had quitted their religion. There 
were about four hundred thoufand of thefc in the King- 
^dom *. 'I hefe were obliged to go to mafs, and to com- 
municate : 

p 

* Thefe Edl£ls appear to be in effeft the fame ; and To are Calvi- 
nlds and Hhguenots ; though M. Voltaire (eems to nn rk 
.jierc, in boih, Tranjlaior, 

t It has I een fcveral times alTertcd in print, that there lb’ [i 
niAined three millions of theftefomed in France. This is an " 
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tnunicate: fome who ,refufed the Hoft, after having 
once received it, were burnt alive. The bodies of fuck 
as refuted to receive the lacrarHen^ at their death, were 
drawn upon a hurdle, and caft upon a dunghill 
0 perfecution always makes profelytes f , efpecially when 
jt happens to encounter a heat of enthufiafm. The 
Calvinifts afiembled every where to fing their pfalms, 
though the penalty of death was denounced againft all 
fuch as fliould hold thefe affetnblies. Minlfters return- 
ing into the Kingdom were likewife to fuffer death, and 
a reward of five thoufand five hundred livres was pro- 
mifed to whomfoever Ihould inform againft them. Se- 
veral returned, and wefc either hanged or broke upon 
the wheel. 

The fed, however, ftlll fdbfifted, though in appear- 
ance cruflied. It vainly hoped in the year 16^9, that 
King William, who had dethroned his father-in-law, a 
Roman Catholic, would fupport Calvinifin in France; 
but in the war of 1701, fanaticifm and rebellion agairt 
blazed out in Languedoc, and the adjacent Provinces. 

This rebellion wasexcited by prophecies. Prcdi<ftion$ 
have ever been the means made ufe of to feduce the ig- 
norant, and to inflame fanatics. Among a hundred 
events that impofturc pretends to foretell, if chance ftiall 
coincide with one, the reft arc forgotten, and that finglc 
incident is credited as a token of the favour of God, and 
a proof of infpiration. If none of the predictions are 
tulfilied, they are explained; a newfenfe is given to them 
to accommodate the artifice; enthufiafts embrace it, 
and fools are credulous. 

The Minifter Jurieu was one of their moft vehement 
Prophets. He began by fetting himfclf above one Cot- 

ferable exaggeration. Mr. BavUle^fjikpnfid birt one hundred thou- 
in Languedoc, and his account ‘h exa^. J here ar^ not above 
«‘Ceen thouraiidin Paris; and there are feveral cities, and even whole 
provinces, in which there is not one. Fnnch Editor, 

This was not done by Pa^Jlsj bu; by Priejiu Pranjlatot, 

t A few pages before M. Voltaire only took upon him to alTert, 
perfecution confirms ; but here he b fo cxtravagdit as to fay it 
Pains and penalties are flrange perfuafions, furely I 'lliey 
not deter, but can ncwr’alli&e. \ md. 


terus, 
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terus, fome never- t)efore-heard*of Chriftina, one Tud,,, 
Velfnis, and a ccrtait^ Drabitius, whom he enumeratH 
as perJons infpired of God. Afterwards, he placed him 
felf oir a level with the Author of the Apocalvpfe anH 
of St. Paul. His followers, or rather his enemies, had i 
medal (truck in Holland, with this exergue, Jurmm 
pheta:'-^ Jurius the Prophet.” He promifed the deliver- 
er ^ people of God, in eight years. His School 

or Prophecy was eltablilhed in the mountains of Dau 
■ phiny, of the Vivarais, and the Cevennes ; countries 
very proper for favouring predidions, being inhabited 
by Ignorant pealants, with hot brains, baked by the heat 
of the fun, and (till more inflamed by their Preachers. 

The firft School of Prophecy was opened at a wlafs. 
houfe, on a mountain in Dauphiny, called Peira, wheie 
an old Huguenot, named De Serre, foretold the de- 
(frudion ot Babylon, and the re-eftabli(hment of ferufa- 
lem. Hefliewed the children the words of Scripture 
which fay, “ When three or four are gathered together 
“■ in my name, my Spirit is in the midd: of them f^and, 

“ With a grain of faith one may remove mountains;’’ 
after which he received'' the Spirit, which was commu- 
nicated to him by blowing into his mouth becaiife it is 
faid in St. Matthew, that Jefus breathed upon his Dif- 
ciples before his death. He then appeared diftraftetl, 
fell into convulfions, his voice altered, he became im- 
moveable, looked wild, with his hair (banding on end, 
according to the ancient ufage of all the nations, and 
agreeable to the rules of prophetic phrenzy, handed 
down from generation to generation. '1 he children thus 
received the gift of prophecy ; and if they did not ic- 
niove mountains, it was bvcaufc they only pofl'efTed faith 
enough to deferve the Spirit, but not fufficient to work 
miracles ^ and fo tht'y rcdAiblcd their ardour to obtain 
this latter capacity. 

Whilft the Cevennes was thus the fchool of enthufi- 
afm, fome of the Minifters, called Apoftles, retiiriKd 
lecretly to preach among the people. 

Claude Brouflbn, of a conliderable fam ly in Nimes 
a man of eloquence, of great zed, and in the higheit 

2 cltcc.'U 
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efteem among ftrangers, returned int'o.his own country, 
in 169 B. He was convifted, not only of afting in his 
Miniftry contrary to the Edidts, but of having, about 
ten years before, held private correfpondeilce with the 
enemies of the vS'tate. In fine, he had formed the pro* 
of introducing Englilli and Savoyard troops into 
Languedoc. This fcheme, written with his own hand, 
and addrefied to DijJce Schomberg, had been a long 
v/hile before intercepted, and remained in the poireffion 
of the Inrendant or the Province. Brouflbn, wandering 
from town to town, was at lilt feized at Oleron % and 
iranfmittccl to Montpeiiciy 

1 he Jntendant and hi^ Judges interrogated him. He 
anfwcred triat he was the Apollle of Jefus Chrift, that 
he had recewed the Holy Spirit, that he ought not to 
betray the truil of the fanh, and that hi.s duty was to 
diib^ibute the bread of the l^crd to his Brethren, He 
was aiked ;f tlie Apohles had written plans for inducing 
the Provinces to revoke ? I'ncy then fliewed him h’S 
fiLai manufeript, and the Judges unanimoully fentcnccd 
him to be broke alive upon the wheel. 

He died after the manner ol th;r firfl: martyrs. ^ 
All ihofe of h s own feet, far from confidering 
him as a eriminiil of Stare, law in him only a whi 

had lealed t!ie faith v\ith his blood, and prmted the 
Ma:tyrdum ol Mr. De Broullbn. 

Atrer this, prophets began to Bare up every where, 
and the fplric of phrenzy rcdoublcl. Unhappily, ia 
i7^-> Abbe of the family of Chu la, an Infpgdorof 
the Mifi ions, obtained an order from the Court tu Hiuc 
up in a Convent two daughters of a gentleman lately con- 
verted. InlCad of conveying them to the Convent, he 
U‘Uried them firll to his own caftle. llte Caiviniils af- 
kmbied, broke open the doors, and let the two young 
kdies at liberty, with other perfons they found confined 
dK're. 1'hoy afterwards feized upon the Abbe, to whom 
d'^^^y made an oifer of his life, on condiiion he would 
to their religion. He refuled i upon wjficii one of 
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their prophets cried out, ^‘Die, then ! The Spirit condemns 

thee ; thy fin be upon thine own head !** and he was 
immediately fliot to death. Soon after, they feizedthe 
receivers of ’the capitation-tax, and hanged them with 
'their rolls about their necks : they then fell upon all tke 
Priefts they met, and maffacred them. Finding them- 
felves purfued, they retired amidft the woods aqd rocks. 
Their number daily cncreafed. Their prophets and 
prophetelTes announced to them, as from God, the efta- 
bliflimcnt of Jcrufalem, and the fall of Babylon. The 
A'bbe de Bouilic appeared unexpeftedly among them, 
in the midli: of their wild lurking-places, and brought 
them, money and arms. 

He was a fon of the Marquis de Guifeard, the King’s 
Sub-governor, who was one of the wikfl: men in the 
Kingdom. The fon was unworthy of fuch a father. 
■Having taken refuge in Holland, on account of lomc 
crime, he now came to excite a revolt in the Cevennes. 
Some time after, he went to London, where he wasar- 
refted in 17 ii, for betraying the Englilh Miniftiy, as 
he had before betrayed his own country. Being brought 
before the Council, it? order to be examined, he inatch- 
td up from the table a long pen-knife, which feemed 
e proper inftrument for murder, and with it liabbcd the 
Lord-Treafurcr Harley. Upon this, he was lent to 
prifon loaded with irons. He prevented the punifn- 
ment prepared for him by a voluntary death. T his wus 
the man then, who, in the names of the Englilh, the 
Dutbh, and the Duke of Savoy, came to encourage the 
fanatics, and promife them powerful luccoiirs. 

Great part of the country favoured them le- . 
^703* cretly. I'hcir war-cry was Liberty of con* 
fcience, and no taxes !’* Tins cry feduced the populace 
cveiy where ; and thefe frenzies juftified' Louis XlV. in 
his dehgn of extirpating Calvinifm. But hadnottte 
Ed id: of Nantes been revoked, there would have been 
no fuch frenzi^js to quell. . . 

1 he King, at firlt, fent Marflial de Mont Revel wi 
feme troops, who made war upon thefe wretches 
dclerved. Thofc who were taken prifoners were 
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on the wheel, or burnt at the (take. But then the 
foldiers, who fell into their hands,iwere made to expire 
bv the moft criiel tortures. The King, who was en- 
oat^ed in war on all Tides, could only fpare a few troops 
to fend againfl: them. It was difficult to furprifc them 
amidft rocks almoft inacceffible, in caverns, and in 
woods, whiiher they retired by unfrequented paths, 
and whence they Tallied again, like wild beads from a 
forcft. They even defeated a body of marine troops in 
a pitched battle. Three Marffials of France were em- 
ployed againfl: them fiicceffively. 

Marlhal dc Mont-Revel was, in 1704, fucceeded by 
Marfliii Villars, who, finding it more difficult to come 
them, than to defeat them, after he had infufed terror 
into them, piopoTed an amnefty. Some amongft 
them gladly accepted of it, finding thcrnlelves difap- 
polnted of the fuccours they expefted froni the Duke of 
Savoy, who, after the example of fo many fovereigns, 
perfecuted tliem in his own dominions, and would fup- 
port them again d his enemies. 

The mod confiderable of their Chiefs, and indeed the 


only one who deferves to be meiiT.oned, veas Cavalier. 
I have fecn him fince in Holland and in England. Fie 
v/as a little, fair man, and of a mild and agreeable 
couiitenance. Flis Party gave him the name of David. 
I'lom a baker’s boy, lie, at the age of twenty-three, 
became the Ch ef over a great multitude of people, 
through his own courage and tlie affidance of a Pro- 
phetels, who got him acknowledged Chief by an exprefs 
‘ order ot the IToly Ghod. He was found at the head 
eight hnndied men, whom he had formed into a 


I'l^gimenr, at the time the amneily was propofed. He 
demanded hodages, which were dnt him. He then 
came to Niines, accompanied by one of tlie 'Chiefs, 
'^hcie he concluded a treaty with the Maiflial. 

He promifed to form four regiments of the revolted, 
were to ’ ferve the King under four 
0 onels, of which he was to be the fird him? 

^ tc) have the naming of the other three. TIuTc 
go'nents were to be allowed the free cxoicii’c of theif 
'■ A religion, 
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religion, like the foreign troops in the pay of France ; 
but" this indulgence t/as to be permitted no where elfe 

Thefe conditions were accepted, when emiflaries from 
Holland arrived, with prelents and promifes, to prevent 
their being carried into execution. They drew off tfie 
principal tanat'es from Cavalier : but he, having given 
his word to Marflial Villars, was relblvcd to keep it. 
He accepted a Colonel’s commiHlon, and began to form 
Jiis regiment with one hundred and thirty men, who 
continued faithful to him. 

I have frequently heard, from Marfial Villars’s own 
mouth, that he afked this young man how, at his ycarg 
he could have acquired io great authority over men la 
favage and fo undifeiphned. His anlwer was, that 
whenever they dilbbeyed him, his Prophetefs, whom 
they termed the Great Mary, became immediately in- 
fpired, and condemned to death the refradory, who 
were immediately executed, without any further argii* 
ment Having myfelf fince that time put the lame 
qutftion to Cavalier, he return, d me the lame anfvvcr. 

This finguhr negociation happened after the battle of 
Hochftet. Louis XfV. who had fo haughtily prolcrib- 
cd Calvinifm, concluded a peace, under the name of an 
amnefty, with a baker’s boy •, and M irlbal Villars pre- 
fented him with a Colonel’s commiflion, and a penfioii 
of twelve hundred livres. ^ 

The new Colonel went to Verfailles, to receive his 
orders from the Secretary at War. Tlie King, when he 
law him, Ihrugged up his fhoulders. Cavalier, finding 
himfclf clofely obferved by the Miniftry, was appiehmi 
five of fome foul play, and withdrew into Piedinont, 
from \Vhence he afterwards palled into Holland an 
England. He ferved in Spain, and commanded a regi- 
ment of French refugees, at the famous battle o 
Almanza. 

*■ This circumlfance ihould be met with in the true 
Marfhal ViJlars. I'he firil volume I know to be of Ids 'anting. 
Caufe it r.grccs with a manufeript that I have fecn ; the two o 
lumes arc by another hand, and dihi^r widely in many re pc 
Vdtairt. A 

i 
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jV clrcutnftance which happened to this regiment, 
n^ews to what a pitch the rage of war may be car- 
ded elpecially when heightened by religion. The re- 
giment commanded by Cavalier happened to be oppofed 
^ (jne of the French. As foon as the men knew each 
other, they began a bloody fight wirh t eir bayonets, 
without firing a Angle muflcet. I have already oblerv- 
ed that the bayonet is of very little life in a battle. 
The appearance of the front line of three deep,^ after 
hivinp- thrown in their fire, ufually decides the fate of 
the d^y : but here rage and fury exceeded the brighteft 
deeds of valour j there wc;re not above three hundred 
men left alive out of thefe two regiments. Marflial 
Berwick was wont to relate this adventure with alfonifli- 
ment. 

Cavalier died a General Officer, and Governor of the 
Lland of Jei-<ey, with a great reputation for valour, re- 
taining nothin^of his former tranfports but courage, 
and having by degrees fubffituted prudence in the 
place of a fanatic fury, which was no longer fupported 
by any example 

Marihal Villars, being recalled from I.anguedoc, was 
fiiccceded in command by Marihal Berwick. The ill 
iiicccis of the Kinor’s arms had emboldened the fanatics 

, O ^ ^ 

oi kanguedoc, whoexpefted fuccours from i ’caven, and 
received them from the Allies. Money was lent to them 
by the way of Geneva. 'They waited for Officers to be 
lent them from Holland and England, and they had in- 
^dligcnce in all the towns of the Province. 

We may rank in the number of the greateft confpira- 
cics, that which they formed to feize the Duke of Ber- 
and the Intendant Baville atNimes, to make Lan* 
g^edoc and Dauphiny revolt, and to introduce the enemy 
^nto thole Provinces. The fecret was kept by above a 
koufand confpirators. The indiferetion of a fingle per- 
^ifeovered the whole. Above two hundred perfons 

^ much exaggerated. Cajalier was 

Was honeft man in England ; but liis undcrlhinding 

1 ^ contempt. He jvas only Licuten.'int- Governor of 
/» ^ place of no great confequence, 

A a a 
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died by the hands of the executioner. Marfhal Berwic}< 
d. ftroyed by fire ^nd fword all thefe unhappy wretches 
i hat came in his way. Some died swith their arms in 
their hands-, others upon the wheel, or amidft the flames- 
fome, more addicted to prophecy than the ufe of a'rms' 
found means to efcape into Holland. * 

The French rtfuge'es there received them as melTen. 
gers from Heaven. They went forth to meet them fing, 
ing pfalms, and ftrewing their way with houghs of trees. 
Many of thefe Prophets went afterwards to England; 
but finding that the Epifcopal Church there had too 
much reicmbiancc with that»pf Rome, they drove to efla* 
blifh their own ; and foftrong was their confidence, that, 
net doubting but with a great fhare of faith they dould 
be able to perfoim miracles, they offered to raife a per- 
fon from the dead ; and even any one that fliould be 
pitched on. 1 he populace arc every lere the fame, 
and the Prefbyterians joined thefe fayatics againlt the 
Church of England, \Vho would believe that one of 
the greateft Mathematicians of Europe, Fa/w Be Dud- 
lui\ and another very learned man, whofe name was 
Vandc^ were at the‘head of ihofe pofleffed madmen ! Fa- 
naticifm renders even Science an accomplice, and ftilits 
Reafon. 

The FnglifhMiniftry therefore took that coiirfe which 
fliould be always taken with your workers of miracles. 
They were allowed to take up a dead body, in the 
church-yard of the Cathedral. The place was furround* 
ed with guards : every thing pafied in a juridical man- 
ner, and the Iccne ended with Icntcncing the Prophets to 
Rand in the pillory. 

Thefe exceflls of fanaticifm could meet with bir little 
encouragement in England, w'herc Philofophy had begun 
to eRablifli its reign. They had ceafed to dill: urb Ger- 
many, after the Treaty of Wefiphaliahad given equal 
protedlion to the three religions, the Catholic, the Evan- 
gelic, and the Preformed. The Republic of the United 
Provim:e.‘>, by a political toleration, admitted into its 
bofom all religions 'whaifoevcr. In fhort, towards the 

end of this century, Prance was the only State that ex- 
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peiienced any violent ecclefiaftical difpntes, notwith- 
ftanciing the progrefs of reafon. * 

This reafon, which is fo flow in introducing Itfdf 
among the difciples, could as yet hardly make its way 
to tFie teachers themfelves ; and ftill lefs among the gc« 
nerality of the people. It requires to be firft eltablifhed 
among thofc of fuperior rank and capacity, from whence 
it defeends lower by degrees, till at length it comes to 
rovern the people, even though they are unacquainted 
with it ; but who feeing their fuperiors behave with 
moderation, learn to do the fame themfelves. This, 
howc*. cr, is one of the great* works of time, and chat time 
was net yet arrived 


H A P. xxxvir. 

Q/' y^nfenifm. 

C ALVINISM from its very nature necelTarily pro- 
duced civil wars, and fhookkhe foundations of 
States. Janfenifin could only raife theological difputes 
and |,'aper wars ; for the Reformers of the hxteenth cen- 
tury liaving deftroyetl all the ties by which the Romina 
Church held mankind in fubjedion, having treated 
whatlhe held moll lacred as idolatry, having fet open 
the doors of her cloillers, and given her treafures into 
the hands of the Laity, it neceflarily followed that one 
ol: the twp parties mult be fubdued by the otlier •, arid 
nidetd the religion of Luther and Calvin never appeared 
in any country, without being the caufe of blondlhed 
and perfecution T . 

But the Janfenifts did not attack the Church, nefr did 
they ftrike at her fundamental tenets, or her weahh ; 

* Mr. De Voltaire cannot be too much commended for the fpirit 
of independence, candour, and moderation, fo fcnfibly ancbeleganily 
difplayedin this Chapter. SmoUet. 
t "I'his is one of M. Voltaire’s ip{e dixits, Hlllory does not fuppoit 
IS affertion ; except its having fullered perfecution itfelf, be admitted 
an example. TranJIatQr, 

A a 3 hut 
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but by writing upon abftrafted quefl-ions, fomcLimes 
r.gainll the CalviniUs, Ibmctimcs againft the Pope’s tie- 
crees, they at length fell into general contempt; and 
their iecl is now delpifed by aimoil all Europe, notv/jtli. 
llanding it has been fupported by leveral peiicns of 
diftinguifhed charadlers and abilities. 

While the Huguenot party was an objeft of the moil 
ferious attention, Janfenilm rather perplexed, than dih 
turbed the State. This controverly, like many others 
had its rile from abroad. It was begun in 1552, by a 
certain Doclor of Louvain, named Michael Bay, or 
Baius, according to the pedantry of thole times. Tins 
man took upon him to maintain certain propohtions 
concerning Grace and Predeftination. This quelhlon, like 
almoft all others in metaphyfics, had its foundation ia 
the labyrinth of fatality and free-will, in which all Ar.s 
have been bewildered, and where man >fas no clue to 
direft his Beps. 

The fpimt of enquiry which has been implantui in U3 
by the C reator, and is a necellary incitement to guide us 
to inltruAion, too .often canies us beyond the proper 
bounds, in the fame manner as many other movements 
of the foul, which if not llrong enough to tranlport us 
too far, would perhaps want power to excite us even far 
enough. 

Thus mankind have run into difputes upon wlint is 
luulerllood, and what is not iinderltood : but the an- 
cient Philolophers always carried on their controvcifrs 
peaceably-, whereas iholc of our Divines arc liequently 
bloody, and aUvavs turbiileju. 

The Jdancifeans, who undcrllood as lirtle of thele 
pciints as Michael Baius hindelf, looked upon i!ie doc- 
trine of frce-vviil as overthr(wvn, and the tenets of Scotus 
in d.'ipjter. They had betoie been irritated againH 
Pains, cn account of a difpuie of much the fame nature; 
loihey referred leveniy-lix of his propolitions to Pins V. 
and Sixtus Qj-iintu.s, then General ot the Erancilean 
Older, was the perfon who diesv up t!ie bill of conden> 
nation, in the year 1 jf-y. • 

Vv hethcr 
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Whether through the fear of expofing themfelves, a 
diflike to entering into a difquifition on iucli fubtleties, 
orgn indifference and contempt fo/the thefes of Baius, 
the Pope and Council condemned his feventy-fix propo- 
fiwons in general, as heretical, obfcure, raih, and fulpi- 
cioiis without fpecifying any thing in particular, or en- 
tering into a detail. This method of proceeding is ra- 
ther arbitral y, and leaves little room for difpination. 
The Doctors of Louvain were greatly confounded when 
they received the bull. 

There was one particular fentence, however, in which, 
by the change of a conima, certain opinions of Michael 
Bams were either condeitmed or admitted. The Uni- 
v^Tnly fent a deputation to Rome, to knov; of his Holi- 
nt'fs where the comma was to be placed. The Court of 
Rome, which had other bufinels upon its hands, fent 
the J>])Utitv> back with no other anlwer than a frtflicopy 
of the Bull, :n which there was no comma at all. This 
was depofited in the Archives. I'he Grand Vicar, whole 
name was Morillon, infilled that the Bull ought to be 
received, “ even though it Ihould be erroneous.” Mo- 
rdlon was certainly right, in a pcjitical fenfe ; for un- 
doubtedly it is much better to receive an hundred errone- 
ous bulls, than to reduce as many tov/ns to afhes, as the 
Huguenots and their adverfaries have done. Baius 
took tMori lion’s advice, and quietly retraced his opinion. 

Some years afterwards, Spain, which was as fruitful 
in fdioiailic Writers, as it was barren in Philofophers, 
produced the jefuit Molina, who thought he had clear- 
ly difeovered the manner in which God ads upon the 
creature, and how the latter refills his operations. He 
dilllngui filed betw^een natural and fupernatural orders, 
l^redeltination to grace and predeftination to glory, 
preventing and co-operating grace. He was the firft 
who invented the dodrine of concomitant concurrence, 
of intermediate knowledge, and congruilm. The two 
latter in particular were curious notions. God, by his 
intermediate knowledge, (kilfully confults the will of 
man, to know what man would do if he was alfifted with 
Ws grace j and then, acc©rding to the uie which he 
4 a 4 lorefee.s 
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forefees a free agent would make thereof, he takes Kis 
mcafures for determining man ^ and thefe meafures are 
what is called congrii^fm. 

The Spanifli Dominicans, who iinderftood no more 
of this explanation than the Jefuits, but were jealous Qf 
them, declared in their writings that Molina’s book 
was the forerunner of Antichrift.” 

The Court of Rome took cognizance of this difpute 
which was then under the confiderarion of the Grand 
Inquifitor, and with great prudence impofed fikneeupoa 
both parties, which however was obferved by neither. 

At length the affair came to be fciioidly pleaded before 
Clement VIH. and, to the difgrace of human undri* 
ftanding, all Rome took part in the caufe, A Itluir, 
by name Achilles Gaillard, affiired the Popej that fc had 
hit on a certain method to reftore the [)eacc of the 
“Church'; and then very gravely propofed t,o allow of 
free predeftination, provided the Dominic^^/s would ad- 
mit the mediate knowledge, and reconcile !he two fv (kn,s 
as well as they could. The Dominicans refufed lo ac^ 
cept of Gaillard’s expedient. Their famous brotiici 
Lemos maintained preventive concurrence, and tlierono 
pletion of aftive virtue. Numberlefs fects (farted ip, 
on this occafion, without knowing any thijig of whai 
each other meant. 

Clement VIII. died before he was able to reduce the 
arguments on each fide to a clear fenfe. Paul V. re- 
newed the trial ; but as he was engaged in a contelt of 
greater importance with the V^enctian State, he put a 
If op to all thofe meerings, then 'known by the nau.e 
De AuxHiis, I'his name, by which they are (till knowa, 
and which is equally obfeure with the difputcs in qu'ek 
tion, was given them bccaufe it fignlfies ajfifianci^ and 
that this concroverfy related to the affifiance which ((od 
gives to the weak will of mankind. Paul V. terminat- 
ed the affair, by enjoining the two parties to live in 
peace. 

WhilH: fhe Jefuits were thus eftablifhing their doc- 
trine of mediate knowledge and congruifm, Cornelius 
janfenius, Bilhop of Ypres,* revived fume of Baius’s 

notions. 
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notions, in a large volume which* lie wrote on Sf. Au- 
guftine, and vdiich was not printed till after his death •, 
lb that he became the head of* a fed without once 
dreaming of it. This book was fcarcely read by any 
one, notwithftanding the diiturbance it has occafioned. 
But Du Verger De Haurane, Abbot of St. Cyran, a 
friend to Janlenius, a man as violent in his temper as he 
was prolix and obfeure in his writings, came to Paris, 
and gained over feme young Dodors and old v/omen. 

The Jefuits applied to the Court of Rome to have Jan- 
fenius's book condemned, as a fupplement to that of 
Baius ; and this they obtained in the year 16^.1. But 
at Paris the Faculty of’Divines, and all tiiofe who dealt 
in controverfy, were divided in their opinions. There 
did hot feem much to be gained by adopting the fenti- 
nuntsof Janfenius, that God commands impollibilities. 
This doctrine is neither philofophical nor confolatory. 
But the feb^et pleafure of being of a party, the general 
oJium whiclf cl^.e Jefuits had incurred, the defire ot being 
fingular, and a reldlefsncfs of mind, formed a fed. 

I'he Faculty condemned five propofitions of Janfe- 
nius, by a plurality of voices :.thefe five propofitions 
were extraded from his book with great fidelity, as to 
the fenfe, but not in his own words. Sixty Dodors ap- 
pealed to Parliament for an abufe, and the parties w^re 
fummoned to appear before the Chamber ot Vacations. 

1 he parties thcmielves, how^cver, did not make their 
appearance. But, on the one hand, a Dodor named Ha- 
bert Birred up the minds of the people againft Junto 
nius j while, on the oilier fide, the famous Arnauld, the 
dilciple of St. Cyran, defended Janfenifm with all the 
ioiceot his eloquence. He hared the Jeiuits even more 
than he loved elficacious grace •, and was held in Hill 
greater hatred by them, as being born of a father who, 
having applied himfclf to the Bir, had pleaded with 
great vehemence Tor the Univerfity againft their efta- 
plilliirient. His family had acquired great credit, both 
in the army and long robe. His genius, and the cir- 
cuniftances in which he then was, cieiermined him to 
engage in a paper war, and to fet up ior the head ot a 

party } 
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pnrty; a kind of ambition which annihilates every 
other. 

He continued to v;a^c war ngainft the Jefuits till he* 
was eighty years of age. 'riicre are an hundred and. 
four volumes of his writing, of which hardly one is ac« 
preknt to be found among the clafTical books vvliich aie 
the ornaments of the Age of Louis XIV. and are juflly 
eit-Cf^med the Library of all Nations. His woi ks ware 
all of* them in great vogue at the time he livetf both 0,1 
account of the reputation of the Author, and the warindi 
of difpuration. But that warmth is now cooled, and tlic 
books themfelvesarc forgotten. Noneof them now remain, 
but thole which relate {imply to 'realoning, his 
try, his rarionhl grammar, and his logm ; in all of whih h 
he was deeply read. No one was ever born with a mum 
philofophical turn of mind *, but Ins philolophy wms ( or 
jiipted by a fpirit of iaction, whii h hiinied him away, 
and fc.r a[)ove fxuy years involved a genius./formttl to 
enlighten mankind, in wretched lehool dilputations, and 
in thofe evils incident toobftinacy of opinion. 

The Univcrfity was divided with relation to the five 
famous propofitions, as were likewife the Bifiiops. 
Eighty-eight of the French Bifliops wrote in a body to 
Pope Innocent X. requelbng him to give h:s decinon, 
and eleven otiicrs befouglu him not to do any thing at 
all in the matter. Innoecnt X. proceeded to fcntuicc, 
and condemned each proportion apa:t, but wifhoutomo 
quoting the pages from whence tluy were extracted, or 
thofe which preceded or rollov.ed. 

T his omdrion, which would not have been done in 
civil matters in the mcanell Courts of Judicature, was 
done by the Sorbonne, the Janlemlls, the Jefuits, and 
the Supreme Pontiff. 7'he purport of the five coim 
dernned propofitions is evidently to be found in Janie- 
nitis : you liave nothing more to do than to op'rii Vol. 
III. of the Baris edition, piinted in 1641, where in jxigc 
1^8, you will find thefe very words Tout ceki dc- 
moiitre p[einement &: evidemment, qu’il n’eii: ricn de 
plusecrcain 6 c de plus fondcmcntal dans hi dodtrina 
de .V/. /lugujiin^ qu’il y a certains commandemens iin- 
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poffibles, non-feulement aux infidcles, aiix avcugles, 
aux endurcis, inais aux fidcl^s & aux juftcs, malgre 
“ leurs volontcs & icurs efforts, felon les forces qu'ils 
ont ; & que la grace, qui peut rendre ces commande- 
mens poffibles, leur manque.” We alfo read in 
page 165, “ que Jesus Christ n’eft pas, felon Sl Au- 
^ujiin^ mort pour tous Ics hommes.” 

All this plainly and evidently demonftrates, that 
“ there is nothing naore certain and fundamental in the 
‘‘ doftrine of St. Augufline, than that there are certain 
commands impoffible, not only to the unbelieving, 
the blind, and the gardened, but even to the faithful 
“ and righteous, notvvithftanding their will and efforts, 
‘‘ according to the ftrength they are endued with ; and 
that they fail of grace, which can alone render thefe 
“ commands poffible.” We alfo read in page 165, 
Thar, according to St. Auguftiiie, Jefus Chriil did not 
“ die for all men.” 

Cardinal Mazarin obliged the Affembly of the Clergy 
to receive the Pope’s bull unanimoufly. He was at that 
time upon good terms with his Holinefs ; he did not 
love the Janfenids, and wi{h good reafon hated ail 
fad ions. 

The French Church feemed now reftored to peace ; 
but the janferdfts wrote fo many letters, quoted Sc. Au- 
guftinc lo oficn, and got fomany female converts to en- 
gage in their intcrefls, that Janfenifm prevailed more 
than ever, after the bull was received. 

A Pried of St. Sulpice thought proper to refufe ab- 
folution to M. De Liancourt, becaufe it had been laid 
he did not believe the live propofitions to be in Janfe- 
nius’s book, and that he harboured her(;cics in his 
houfe. This was a frefh fubjed of ftandal, and occa- 
lioned a new paper war, in which Dr. ArniiuKi dillin- 
guifbed himfeif ; and. in a 'letter wJiich he wrote to a 
Veal or imaginary Duke or Peer, he maintaii^ed that thf. 
propofitions which had been condemned, were not ir 
Janfemus, but were actually to be tound^in the writing 
bt St, Auguftine, and^ fevcral other Fathers, He more- 
oyer added, that Sc. Peter was a righteous man, u 
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whom grace, without which we can do nothing, was 
‘‘ wanting.” 

It is true., that St, Auguftine and St. John Chryfoftom 
had afferted the fame thing •, but time and circum- 
fiances, which change all things, rendered Arnauld cub 
pable. It was faid on this occafion, that the Holy Fa^ 
thers fhould have their wine mixed with water ; as the 
moll fetious fubjeft to one party, is generally an objed 
of pleafantry to another. The Faculty rner, and Chan- 
cellor Seguier appeared at the Aliembly, on the part of 
the King. Arnauld was condemned, and excluded the 
Sorbonne, in 1654. The appcaraine of the Chancellor 
among the Divines wore an air of def[ 50 t;c {^ower, which 
difpledrd the Fr.blic ^ and the rare tak^n 10 hli tin' { lall 
wiili a crowd ot mendicant Monks, who were ftotwonc 
to be icen tiicc in iiich numbers, gave occaHoti to Fai- 
chal to fay, in l\U Tyri-iKci:! LcttCiS^ 1 hat 'it was 
‘‘ cafierto fiml oTonh'. fh,i . argurncPts.” 

The greaten. p.am . f i!;- Tc iMonks uitl not admit of 
congruilm, iemnnv’vJiaL h;n.\viedee, !v;r liie eceelliiating 
grace, of Mcf; m: •, bar th:\ rreno-knej a finncienc graci, 
to which the hn.nan will rtj 'y confenf, but never does ^ 
an efficacious ^ r.icc, wiiiLU n may icfil, rmd does not j 
and this they ^ vplairivid ( ieurly, by faying, that this grace 
might be leffed in ti:c divided, but not in the com- 
pound, fenlc. 

If thefe iif rO' matters arc not very agreeable to hu- 
man rcafon, liie opinion of Ainaidd ami the janlcmlls 
feems too nnKh 10 agree vviih pine Calv.nhm. l ies 
was exactly the groimd of the ({uariel bci ween the CyO- 
jiier'ans and AiinimaiVi, ‘vvoich divided 1 ioiland, as Jaa- 
iemfiti had do.'va 1 lance ; but in Hollmd it bec anu’ a 
jviiiLieal factam, rather than a difpiitv- baoveen a paicei 
of idle pcr/uiis. It llained the fcaffoki with r.hc blocAl 
of the 1 ‘enfionary Barnevelt •, a deed (d auocious vio- 
knee, which is now lieki in den Ration by the Dutcli, 
ader havmghad their eyes opened uj.ion the abliirdiiy ot 
ihefe dilputes^tlie honor of pcrlecution, and the happy 
iU'Ceffity of toleration, tiie rcfourcc of wife Governors 
the ffiurt-lived enthidialm ‘ot chofc who dckght 

in 



THE AGE OF L* O U I S XIV. 365 

in controveiTy. In France this dirpnte produced only a 
few edid's, bulls, kttres dc catjhet, and pamphlets, be- 
caufe the State v/as at that time employed in quarrels of 
more imporlance. 

Arnauld then was only excluded the FacuFy. This 
fmall perfecurion gained him a great number of friends : 
but both himfelf and the JanfeniFs had dill th: Church 
and the Pope ag-iind them. Oneot the lird Heps taken 
by Alexander VII. on his fucceeding Innocent X, in 
the papal chair, was to renew tiie cemurcs againit the 
five propofit'ons. The French Bidiops, who had readi- 
ly drawn up one Formulary, now framed a new one, 
which concluded in this manner: 1 condemn, both 
‘‘ with heart and voice, the doctrine of the five propoii- 
cions contained in the book of Corncdiiis Canfenius, 
that dodrine not being of St. Augudine, whom Jan- 
“ fenids has !)aJly explained.’" 

This fo:mulary was to be fuhdribed and the 
Bifliops prclcntcd it to all thofe in their d’occfes,wha 
were fufpeded by them. They required i:te Nuns of 
Port-Royal of Paris, and Port*Roy il-desX!unops to 
fjgn it. Thefe twoHoufe^ were the ianduaries ot Jan- 
fenifm, as being governed by Arnauld and St. Cyran. 

There was an Koufc let apart near the Monallcry of 
Port- Roy ai-des-Champs, whither fcveral learned and 
pious, but inratu.ued men, and linked together by con- 
formity of opinion, had retired. Merc they inftruded 
a fclcd fet ot young perlbns. id-em this fclwool came 
the celebrated Racine, a Poet tiw" bell acquainted with 
the human heirt of any in t!:e ^vorld. ikafchal, the 
chief ot French Satirifls, for i. eiprcaiix was but the le- 
cond, was intimately conneded v/.th thefe illulvrious 
and dangerous rcclules. I he joimulary was pidented 
to the Sillers of Port-Uo"ofi (C ibios. and Port-Kc^yal- 
des-Champs, to fign ; bu*. ihw rn'iae aniwer, ciiat their 
confcicnces wouKi not permit tiic.vi to ackno vledg^e, with 
the Pope and Hilliops, that the hvc p^opofuions were in 
Janfenius’s book, which they h d never Tead ; that his 
meaning had certainly^ been miilakea 5 and that dioiigh 
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five propofuions might be erroneous, yet Janfenius 
himfelf was not to blame. 

This obitinacy of theirs iqcenfed the Court. D’Au- 
bray, the Lieutenant-Civil (for at that time there was 
no Lieutenant de Police) went to Port-Royal-des- • 
Champs, and obliged the religious reclufes to quit the 
place of their retirement, together with the young 
people whom they educated : at the fame time they 
threatened to delfroy the two Monaftenes j but they 
were faved by a miracle. 

Mademoileile Perrier, a boarder in the Monaftery 
of Port-Royal of Paris, and nit*;ce to the celebrated 
Pafchal, was afflided with a diforder in one of her eyes. 
At Port-Royal they had a ceremony of klfiing one. of 
the thorns of the crown which had been formerly put 
on the head of our Saviour. This thorn had been a 
long time preferved at Port-Royal. It would ' not be 
very eafy to prove how it was preferved and tranfported 
from Jerulalem to the fuburbs of St. James. The 
patient kilfcd the thorn, and appeared to be cured of 
her diforder, a Ihort rime afterwards. Upon this occa- 
jion, they did not fail tV) declare and affirm, that flic 
had been cured in an inllanc of a dangeroVis fiftula 
lachrymalis. This young woman died in the year 1728. 
Several perfons who had lived a confiderablc time with 
her, aflured me, that her cure had been very tedious ; 
which is indeed very probable. But it is very unlikely, 
that God, who has not wrought any miracles to bring 
over to our religion the nineteen-twentieths of the 
earth who are either ftrangers to it, or hold it in ab- 
horrence, fliould have interrupted the order of Nature, 
in favour of a young girl, in order to juftify a cloven 
Nuns, who pretended that Cornelius Janfeniiis did not 
write ten -or twelve lines which were aferibed to him, 
or that he wrote them with a different intention to that 
imputed to him. 

The miracle, however, made fo great a noife, that 
the jefuits wrote againft it. One Father Annat, Con- 
fclTor to Louis XlV. publiffied “ The DifappointmenC 

of the Janfeniiis, on accouht of the miracle faid 

“to 





THE AGE orLO^IS XIV. 

« to have been performed at Port Royal, Bj a Catholic 
“ Do^or” — Now Annac was neiilv^r Do ht or nox dottus. 
He meant.to dL'monftrate, that if a thorn had come from 
Judea to Paris, to cure the little Perrier, it was a 
jufficient proof that Chrift had died for ^//, and not for 
f^nny. Father Annat was laughed at. The Jefuits, 
therefore, fell upon the fcheme of working miracles, 
on their fide ; but they did not become popular : the 
miracles of the Janfenifis were the only ones in fafliion 
at that time. A few years afterwards thefe latter 
performed another miracle. One Sifter Gertrude of 
i’ort-Royal was cured, of a fwelling in her leg. This 
prodigy, however, met with no fuccefs : the time for 
thofe things wa? paft, and Sifter Gertrude had not a 
Pafchal for her uncle. 

The Jefuits, though they had both Popes and Kings 
on their (ides, were entirely funk in the opinion of the 
people. They revived againft them the old ftories of 
lienry the Great, whofe aflalTination was plotted 
by Barriere, and executed by Cha:el, who had been 
educated in their fchools ; the execution of Father 
Guignard; the baniflimenr of their Society from France 
and Venice-, the confpiration of the powders ; and the 
bankruptcy of Seville. Every method was pradtifed 
to render them odious. Pafchal went ftill further ; he 
rendered them ridiculous. His Brc-ymcial Letters^ 
which made their appearance at that time, were models 
of eloquence and raillery. The btft Comedies of 
Moliere have not more wit in them than the firft part of 
thofe Letters, nor the writings of BofiTuet more fubli- 
niity than the latter. 

It is true, that the wFole of th s hook is founded 
iipon a falfe principle. Fie has artfully charged the 
whole Society with the extravagant opinions of Ibme few 
Spanifh and Flemifh Jefuits, which he might with 
^lual eafe have detefted among the cafuifts of the 
Dominican and Francifean Orders-, but the Jefuits 
^Ibne were the perlbns he wanted to attack. In thefe 
Letters, he endeavoured to prove that they had a fettled 
Mcfign to corrupt the morals of mankind j a defign 

which 
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which no fc6l or fociety ever had, or ever could have. 
But his bufinefs was mot to be right, but to entertain 
the Publ ic. 

The jefuits, who at that time had not one good 
writer amongft them, could not wipe off the fcanclal cat! 
upon them by this book, which was one of the beft 
written that had yet appeared in France. But nearly 
the fame thing happened with regard to them, in their 
difputes, as did formerly to Cardinal Mazarin. I'lic 
Blots, theMarignisg and the Barramonis, had diverted all 
France at his expence, but he liiil continued mafrer 
of the Kingdom. In like mahner, th.efc Fathers had 
fufficient intercffi to procure an Arret of the Parliament; 
of Provence, ordering the Promicial Letters to be 
burnt i but this did not render them lei's ridiculuns, 
hind only ferved to make them become the more odieus 
to the nation. 

The principal Nuns were carried away from t!ie 
Abhev of Fort- Royal, by a guard of two iumdred ri.CTi, 
and difperfed into other Convents, none being aliov/ed 
to remain, but fuch as would iign the formulary, i he 
difperfion of thefe Nuns intereffed all Paris. Sifer 
Perdreau and Sifter Pafiarr, who lubferibed this formu- 
lary, and prevailed on fome others to do the fame, 
became the-fubjefts of lampoons and humorous fongs, 
with which the town was over-run by a fort of idle 
perfons, who feeing nothing but the ridiculous fide ot 
things, divert thcmfelves with every occurrence, while 
devotees lament, inalecontents declaim, and Govern- 
ment purfues its own mcafurcs. 

The Janfeniffs became ftronger by pcrftxiuion. Four 
Prelates, Arnauld Bifhop of Angers, brother to the 
Dodor, 'Buzenval of Beauvais, Pavilion of Alct, nnd 
Caulet of Pamiers, the fame who afterwards oppofed 
Louis XlV. on the fubjeft of the Regale, declared rhern- 
felvcs openly againft the formulary, d'his was a new for- 
mulary, framed by Pope Alexandei* VII. alike, in every 
thing efienfial to the former received in France by die 
Bifliops, and even by the Parliament. Alexander, m- 
cenfed at this oppolition, named nine French Bilhops 
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to commence a proccfs againft ’their four refraftory 
brethren. Upon this the fpirit of animofity grew more 
outrageous than ever. * 

But juft at the time that the flame of difputation was 
at the higheft, to know whether five propoficions were, 
o*r were not, in Janfenius, Rofpigliofi became Pope* 
under the name of Clement IX. and made everything 
quiet, for fome time. He prevailed on the diffenting 
Bifliops to fign the formulary fmeereJy^ inftead of purely 
and /imply. Thus it feemed permitted to believe, that 
tho’ the five propofuions were condemned, they might 
not be excrafted from Janfenius. The four Bilhops 
gave fome fmall explanations of their own, and Italian 
complaifance thus allayed French vivacity. One word 
fublbtuted in the place of another, brought about this 
peace, which is called ^he Peace of Clement IX. and 
even 'The Peace of the O^urch \ though the whole affair 
had been 'only about a difpute, either unknown to, or 
defpifed by the reft of the world. It had been evident, 
^ ever fince the time of Baius, that the Popes had always 
had in view to fupprefs thefe unintelligible controver-^ 
fies, and to bring the two parties.to teach that morality 
which every one underftands. Nothing could be more 
reafonable. But they had to deal with men. 

The Government let at liberty the Janfenifts who had 
been confined in the B.tilile, and, amongft the reft, Saci, 
author of a verfion of the Teftament. Several Nuns 
were recalled from their exile, who all figned the for- 
mulary fincerelyy and thought they triumphed by this 
expreflion. Arnauld now came forth from his retreat, 
and was prefented to the King, kindly received by the 
Nuncio, and looked upon by the Public as a Father 
of the Church. From that time he proinifed to enter 
lifts only againft the Calvinifts, for he muft necef- 
larily be engaged in fome kind of dilpiue. In this 
time of tranquility he fent into the world his book 
entitled The Perpetuity of Faitl\ in whiclt he was aflifted 
by Nicole *, and this gave birth to the great controverfy 
betwixt them and Claude the Miniilcr^ a controverfy 
VoL.lI. B b in 
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in vvhidi each party, according to cuftom, claimed the 
viftory. 

The Peace of Clement TX. having been given to 
reftleiii minds that were perpetually in movement 
proved but a fliort truce. Secret cabals, intrigues, and 
inlults, continued on both fides. • 

The Duchefs of Longueville, ffher to the Great 
Conde, fo well known by the civil wars, and by her 
amours, now grown old, and without any employment 
became a devotee •, and as Ihe h.ued the Couit, and 
loved intrigue, flie tinned Janlenift. She added a 
wing to tlie Abbey of Port-Royal des-Champs, whither . 
Ihe retired fometimes with thu Reclufes. Tluv were 
then in their moll flourilhing ftate. A^nauhl, Nicole, 
Le Maitre, Herman, Saci, and fcveral other perfons, 
who, though lels famous, had nevcrthclefs conheicrable 
merit and reputation, afienibled at her houfe. In the 
room of that Iprightly wit to* which the Ducheds had 
been accudomed at the Palace de Rambouillct, ihcv 
fubllituted converldtions of a more iolid kind, and 
that mah'ulinc and animated fenfe, which fo remaikably 
didiiigui/hcd their compofitions and converfatioiii. 
They continued not a little to dilfufe good talk and 
true eloquence through France-, but unhaj)pily tliey 
were ftili more anxious to fpread their opinions, d'hey 
fccincd to be themfelvcs a proof of that doflriiie of 
fatality with which they were rcj)roacIied. It might 
be laid, that they were carried away by an irrcfjlhble 
determination to draw down upon themlelves pcrkcu- 
tions lor mere chimerical notions, wlien tiiey might 
have acquired the molt folid reputation, and have 
enjoyed their lives in a happy tranquility, by only 
renouncing thefe frivolous dilpuces. 

The Jduitical faftion, wdfich Hill fmarted from the 
fatire ot the Prcvincial Letters^ ftirred heaven and earth 
againft its adverfaries. Madame de Longuevillc, 
berng no longer able to form cabals for the Fronde, 
formed them in fupport of Janfenilm. Tlieie were fre- 
ijuent meetings at Paris, lometimes at her houfe, and 
iumttimes at Arnauld’s. The King, who had aheady 

rclolved 
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fcfolved to extirpate Calvinifm, would not fufFer a new 
faT". He threatened them; and.atlaftAr- 
nauld, dreading to encounter cncdiies armed 
with Ibvercign authority^ and being deprived of the 
fty^port of the Duchefs of Longucviile, whom death 
bad lately robbed him of, determined to quit France 
for evc4*, and go to live in the Netherlands, unknown, 
without fortune, and even without domcftics ; he v.hofe 
nephew had been Minifter of State, and who might 
himfelf have been a Cardinal : but the pleailire of 
writing with freedom, outweighed every other con- 
fideration with him. He lived till the year 1694, in 
obfcure retirement f.^om*the world, and known only to 
his friends^ continually employed in writing, always 
the philofopher, liiperior to ill fortune, and to his 
laft moments giving an example of a pure, reiolute, 
and unfliaten fbiiL 

His party was always perfecuted in the Catholic 
Netherlands, called the Land of Obedience^ where the 
Pope’s Bulls are fovereign laws; and it was ftill more 
harralfed in France. 

One thing very extraordinary that the queftion^ 
‘‘ Whether the five propoficions were really injanlenius 
was always the lolc pretext for thefe little inteftine 
broils. The diltindtion of de faclo and de jure now 
occupied the minds of many. Ac length, in 1701, 
they propofed a theological queltion, which was called 
Le Cas de Confdence par Excellence^ The Cafe of Con- 
fcience by Excellence : “ Whether the facraments 

“ Ihould be given to a perfon, who, though he fub- 
“ feribed to the formulary, believed in his heart that 
“ the Pope, and even the Church, might be midaken 
‘ in fadts Forty Doctors gave it under their hands 
that abfolution might be given to fuch a man. . 

Immediately the controverfy was renewed ; the Pope 
Bifhops infilled on being belfeved upon fads# 
Noaillcs, Archbilhop of Paris, decreed that btlief was 
to be given to divine faith, dejure\ and^to human 
^Uh, defaPio, Others again, among whom was Fenelon, 
Archbilhop of Cambiay, who was not v/ell pleafed.wich 
B b 2 Noaillcs, 
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Noailles, demanded divine faith for the faft. It would 
have been better, perhaps, to have cited the paffages in 
the book itfelf ; but this was never done. 

Pope Clement XI. publiilied a bull in 1705, called 
Vineam Domini^ by which he enjoined a belief de 
without explaining whether it was of a divine or human 
faith. 

It was a new cuftom introduced into the Church to 
make women fign thefe bulls. This refpeft was again 
fhewn to the Sifters of Port-Royal-des-Champs, and 
Cardinal de Noailles was obliged to caufe it to be carried 
to them by way of trial. They figned it, without de- 
trading any thing from the Peace of Clement IX, and 
confining themfelves to a refpedlful filence with regard 
to the cafe de fa^o. 

It can hardly be faid which is the moft extraordinary, 
cither the confeftion infifted on from women, that five 
propofitions were contained in a Latin book, or the ob- 
ftinate refufal of thefe Nuns. 

The King applied to the Pope for a bull for the 
fupprefilon of their Monaftery. Cardinal de Noailles 
deprived them of the facraments, and their Advocate 
V^as confined in the Baftile. All the Nuns were re- 
moved into feparate Convents, that were more obedient. 
The Lieutenant de Police, in 1709, ordered their houfe 
to be razed to the foundation; and laftly, in 1711, all 
the bodies that were buried in the church, and in the 
church-yard, were removed from thence, and carried 
elfewhcre. 

The troubles, however, were not fupprefled with 
this Monaftery. The Janfenifts were Hill for caballing, 
and the Jefuits for making themfelves appear ne- 
ceflary. Father Qu^ncl, a Prieft of the Oratory, a 
frienAof the celebrated Arnauld, and who accompanied 
his retreat to his laft moments, had, in 1671, com- 
pofed a book of pious refledlions on the text of the New 
Teftament. This book contains fome maxims which 
feem to favour Janfenifm ; but thefe are blended with 
fuch a number of pious fentiments, and are fo reple«<^ 
with that iblt periuafion which wins the heart, 
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the work was received with univerfal approbation. The 
good tendency of this book maniJfefts itfelf in almoft 
every line, and it requires the minuteft fearch to dif- 
cover the faults. Several Billiops bellowed the higheft 
encomiums upon it, even when imperfeft, which they 
confirmed when the author had put the finilhing hand 
to it. I myfelf know, that the Abbe Renaudot, one of 
the moll learned men in France, being at Rome, the 
grft year of Clement XI.’s pontificate, and going one 
day to wait upon this Pope, who loved men of letters, 
and was himfelf a man of learning;, found him reading 
Father Quenel’s book “ This is,” faid the Pope, 

“ a truly ^rilent work ; we have no one at Rome 
« capable of writing in fuch a manner. I Ihould be glad 
“ to bring the author to my Court.” This very Pope 
afterwards condemned the book. 

We muft not, however, confider thefe encomiums of 
Clement XI. and his fubfequent cenfure, as a contra- 
diftion. A peifon may be touched with the fhining 
beauties of a work, at the firft reading, and afterwards 
condemn faults which had then efcaped his notice. 
Of all the French Prelates, CardiftaldcNoailles, Arch- 
bilhop of Paris, gave the moll fincere commendations 
to this book. He declared himfelf its patron when 
Bilhop of Chalons, and the work was dedicated to him. 
This Cardinal was a perfon equally eminent for virtue 
and learning, of the moll mild and amiable difpofition, 
and a fincere friend to peace. He protedled fome of 
the Janfenill party, though not of their perfualion ; and, 
though h? had no great alFedlion for the jeluits, he 
neither injured nor feared them. 

This order began to acquire great influence when 
Father La Chaife had the government of Louis XIV.’s 
confcience, and, in confcquencc, was the head»of the 
Gallican Church. Father Quenel, dreading their 
power, had retired to Bruflels with the learned Bene- 
diftine Gerberon, a Priell named Brigode, and feveral 
others of the fame party, of which he became the chief, 
alter the death of the famous Arnauld and, li^e him, 
enjoyed the flattering gldry of cllablilliing to himfelf 
B b 3 » 
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a fovereignty independent of Princes, of reigning ovf,- 
' confcier.ces, and of being the foul of a party conr.poied ,,i’ 
the brightrfl Geniufes. The Jefu ts, more oniverial aivl 
more powerful than his faftion, foon found out Quenel 
in his retireme nt, and accufed him to Philip V. who Was 
ftill mafter of the Netherlands. Perlccuting him as 
they h^ad done his mafter Arnauld with l.ouisXlV, 
they obtained an order from the Spanilh 
King to feize the petlbn, of thefe religious 
■ reclufes. Qiienel was thrown into prifon in the Arch- 
bilhopric of Mechlin, A gentleman, who thought 
the Janfenift party would make his fortune if he 
could cempafs the deliverance of theii"' Chief, broke 
through the walls, and helped Qucnel to make his 
efcape, who returned to Amftcrdam, where he died in 
1719, in an extreme old age, after having contributed 
to eftablifti fome Janfenift churches in Piolland: but 
this weak flock foon dwindled away. 

When Quenel was taken into cuftody, they at the 
fame time Icizcd upon his papers, in which were found 
evident proofs of a formed party. There was a copy 
of an ancient contnift made by the Janftnifts with 
Antonietta Bourignon the celebrated fanatic, a woman 
of great fortune, who in the name of her fpiritual 
direftor had purchafed’the Ifland of Nordltrand, near 
Holftein. as an afyluin for thofe whom lh« pretended to 
aflbeiate into a myftical feft, which fhe propofed to 
eftablilh. 

This Bourignon had pri.nted, at her own expenre, 
' nineteen large volumes of pious meditations, .ind had 
fpent the half of her fortune in making prolclyti'- 
However, (he fucceeded only in rendering htrlelt ndi- 
culoiis ; and had even fuffered all the perlccuiions 
which'are the confequences of luch innovations. At 
length, defpairing of fettling in her Ifland, Ihc lold it 
ag.ain to the Janlenills, who, like herfelf, were ineapabit 
of making any eftablilhment there. 

Amongft the manuferipts ot Qucnel, there was 
wife ft?und a proieft of a more criminal nature, hai 1 
not been fo very foolifti. Louis XIV. having 
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Count D’Avaux, in 1684, with full powers to grant a 
truce of twenty years to all theJPowers who were will- 
ing to accept of it, the Janfenilis, under the title of 

The Difciples of St. Auguftine,’’ had fonmd the idle 
•fcheme of getting themfclves included in this truce, as 
if they had been really a formidable party, as the 
Calvinifts had fo long been. 1 his ridiculous projed, 
however, was not executed *, but the propofitions of a 
peace between the King of France and the Janfenifts 
had been a6hially drawn up in writing. They had 
certainly a view in this fcheme to render themfelves too 
confiderable, and this was fuiTicient to make them 
culpable^^^'^d Louis XIV. was eafily perfuaded to look 
upon tlkm as dangerous. 

He wall ted difcernment, or he would have known, 
that e^ipty and fpeculative notions will fall of them- 
fclves, if left to their own infignificancy. It was giving 
them a degree of confequence to which they were not 
intitled, to make the matter an affair of State. It was 
no difficult matter to make Qiicnefs books appear 
culpable, after the author had been treated as a fedi- 
tious perfon. I'he Jeluits preVailed upon the King to 
petition himfelf for a condemnation of this book at 
Rome. This was, in fad, condemning Cardinal de 
Noailles, who had b^en one of its motl zealous patrons. 
They flattered themfelves, and not without realon, that 
Clement XI. would be glad to mortify the Archbiffiop 
of Paris. 

It will be neceffiry to obferve, that when Clement Xf. 
was Cardinal Albani, he publiflied a book written 
inti rely on Molinill principles, by his friend Cardinal 
de Sfondrati, and that Noailles had cenlured it. It 
was natural then to think, that now Albani was be- 
come Pope, he would, at leaft, oppofe the encomiums 
given to Qiienel, as thole bellowed on Sfondrati had 
been before cenfured. 

1 his expedation proved to be well grounded : Pope 
Clement XI. in 1708, ilTued a decree againft: Qiienefs 
book, But the fuuation of tetnporal alfairs, at that 
* B b 4 
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time, hindered this fpifitual bullnefs, fo warmly folj, 
cited, from Jucceeding. The Court was piqued at 
Clement XL for having acknowledged the Archduke 
Charles as King of Spain, after Jiaving before acknow- 
ledged Philip V. The decree was found in fome places 
not valid, and was rejeclcd in France; and the con- 
troverfy lay dormant till the death of Father La Chaife, 
the King’s Conftflbr ; a man of a mild dilpofition, 
who was always ready to adopt pacific mcalarcs, and 
who always kept up a good underftanding with Car- 
dinal de Noailles, as the relation of Madam de Main- 
tenon. , 

The Jefuits had a right to appoint a Cc^jfeflbr f(3r 
the King of France, as well as almoft all the other 
Catholic Princes in Europe. They enjoy ,<his privi- 
ledge in virtue of their inftitution, by which they 
renounce all ecclefiaftical dignities : fo that what their 
founder eftabliflied through humility, is become the 
means of grandeur. In proportion as Louis XIV. ad- 
vanced in years, the office of Confelfor became more 
important. This pod was given to Father Le Tellier, 
fon of an Attorney of Vire, in Lower Normandy, a 
gloomy, hot-headed, and inflexible man, concealing 
his turbulence under an apparent phlegm. He did all 
the mifehief that could be done in his office, where 
there arc but too many opportunities of infpiring fuch 
fentiments as one pleafes, and of deftroying thofe 
one hates j and he had many private injuries to re- 
venge. 

The Janfepifts had got one of his books on the 
Chinefc ceremonies condemned at Rome. He had 
likewife a perfonal diflike to Cardinal de Noailles, and 
he was not of a difpofition to reftrain his paffions, 
Jic foon raifed difturbances in the whole Church of 
France, In 1711, he drew up letters and mandates 
to be figned by the Biffiops, and fent them leveral 
articles of acculatic \ againft Cardinal de Noailles, to 
wliich they*wcre ;^ilow<d only to fign their names. 
Sqch pradiccs meet ^ich proper pqnifhment ip fecular 
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affairs *, but here, though they were difcovered, they 
fuceeded, notwithftanding *. 

The King’s confcience v/as alarmed by his Confcffor, 
as much as his authority was hurt by the idea of a 
riellious faftion. Cardinal de Noailles in vain de- 
manded juftice of his Majefty, for thefe mylleries of 
iniquity. The Confefibr perfuaded him, that he made 
life of human means to bring about divine matters; 
and as in cffedb he defended the Pope’s authority, and 
the unity of the Church, he feemed, in the main, to 
have right on his fide. The Cardinal applied to the 
Dauphin, Duke of Bumundy, but found him prepof- 
feffed by th^k^tcers ana friends of the Archbifhop of 
Cambra^^J Human frailty finds an entrance into every 
breaft : F^elon was not then philoibpher enough to 
forget th^ Cardinal de Noailles had been inftrumental 
in gettinV him cenfured; and Qj-ienei now futfered for 
Madam Guion. 

I’he Cardinal found no greater fupport from the 
intereft of Madame de Ma/ntenon. This alFair is alone 
fufficient to fhew the charaftef of that woman, who 
had no fentiments of her own,* and placed her whole 
ftudy in conforming to thofe of the King. The few 
following lines of her’s to the Cardinal de Noailles, 
will enable uS' to form a true judgment of her, of 
Father La Tellier’s intrigues, of the King’s fentiments, 

* It is faid in the Life of the Duke of Orleans, that the Cardinal 
de Noailles having accui'ed Father Le rellior of felling chuich-, 
livings, that Jefuit exprefled himl'clf thus to the Ring: “ I freely 
*' confent to be burnt alive, if this accufation can be proved, on 
condition that the Cardinal fhall fuft'er the fame punifhment, if 
he does not prove it.” 

d'liis Itory is taken from fbme of the pieces that were handed’ 
about on the affair of the ConiUtution, and thele pieces ate as full 
of abfurdities as the Life of the Duke of Orleans. Mod ot <hem were 
written by a fet of wretches, merely for the fake of getting money, 
Thefe fort of people do not know, that a perfon who has his credit 
to maintain with a Prince whofeConfelTor he is, would hardly propofe 
to him to condemn his Archbifhop to the flames for his vindication. 

All the idle florins of this nature may be found coHeded in the 
Memoirs of Maintenon. We Ihould be careful to dillinguilh be- 
tween fafls ^nd hcarl'ays, Fohaire* 
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and of the conjunfture. ‘‘ You are fufTicienily 
‘‘ quainted with in^ to know what my thoughts are 
“ on the late dilcovery *, but I have many rcaibns 
““ be cautious how I fay any thing. It is not my bufj. 
“ nefs to judge or condemn : I have only to be lilcfit 
** and to pray for the Church, for the King, and for 
you. I have delivered your letter to his IMajellv 
who has read it : this is all I can fay to you about 
ir, being oppreffed with borrow *.’* 

The Cardinal Archbilhop, being thus infulted hy a 
Jefuit, rook away the power of preaching and con. 
iclTing from all the Jefuits in prance,' excepting only a 
few of the moll moderate and difcreer'fr''^y his phue 
he had likewilc the dangerous right oiyhiralcring 
Le Tellier from confefling the King; biic^he did not 
dare to irritate his Sovereign to fuch a de.Sree*, and 
therefore left him ref['edfuily in the han^ls uf In* 
enemy f. “ I am apprehciifive (faid he, wriijn'^ to 
“ Madame Maintenon) that I foew too mean a iub^ 
miffion to the King, in thus leaving power in tiic 
‘‘ hands of one fo unworthy of it. I pray God that he 
^ will open his eyes to the danger he is in by entiufting 
‘‘ his foul to a man of fuch a charaefer j;.'* 

We read in feveral memoirs, that Tellier declared 
either he muft lofe his place, or the Cardinal his. It is 

-• Thfs woman had no foul, but what was to be faved by hucl.llcr- 
ing. Tranflator. 

f Confult Madame de Maint^non’s Letters. It may eafly he p-p 
ceived that the Author of this Woik was wed! acquainted v\iih > 
Letters before they were publilhcd, and that he has taken iKaliiv:; 
upon trull, yailatre. 

I When we are provided with letters of fuch good auth..riiy, 
may boldly venture to quote them, as being the moll valuable p.i- 
terials in hiHory ; but what trull can be put in a letter whiih i^ lup- 
pofed to* have been written by Cardinal de Noailles to the K'ng 
“ I was the firll who laboured to ruin the Clergy, in order to fio- 
“ your State and fupport your 7'hrone. It is not allowable lo/ yoy 
to demand an account of my conduct.” Is it probable thata wii ‘ 
and difcrect fiibjedj: ihould write fo infulting and daring a lettci 
hfs Sovereign^? This is but an ill-judged iiiiputation. Jt is to 
found in page Vol, V. of the Memoirs of Maintenon, and as n 
is dClitutc of all authority ai)d probability, ought not to movt 
wifh the leall credit, 
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^ot improbable he might think fo, but very unlikely 
that he (hould declare it. 

When two parties are exafperated againfl: each other, 
both frequently take heps which prove’fatal to them, 
ffhe pardzans of Father Le Tellier, and thofe Bifliops 
^ho afpired at a Cardinalfliip, made ufe of the royal 
fluthdrity to blow up thofe fparks which might have 
been cxtinguiflied. Inftead of imitating the conduft of 
Rome, which had feveral times impofed fiience on both 
parties *, inftead of curbing the inlblence of the Jefuit, 
and foothing the Cardinal ; inftead of prohibiting thefe 
controverfies, in the fame manner as duels, and making 
the Clerg'^? .»is well as the Nobility, uleful without 
being 'SjSngerous •, in a word, inftead of cradling the 
two*pa(3^ by the weight of the fnpreme power, fup- 
portedpy reafon and by all the magiftrates, Louis XIV. 
thoughVhe acled right in foliciting Rome, himfelf, for 
a declaration of war, and procuring that famous Con- 
ftitution Unigenitus which embittered the remainder of 
his life. 

Father Le Tellier and his party fent an hundred and 
three propofitions to Rome, to be cenfured, of which 
the Holy Office condemned one hundred and one. This 
bull, which was publiflied in the month of September 
1713, raifed a murmur throughout almoft the whole 
Kingdom of France. The King had applied for it, 
as a means to prevent a fchifm, and it was likely to 
produce one. The clamour was general, becaufe, 
among thofe hundred and one propofitions, there were 
feveral which appeared to every one to carry the moft 
innocent meaning, and the pureft morality. A nume- 
rous Affembly ot Biffiops was convoked at Paris : forty 
accepted the bull, for the ftikc of peace, but at the 
fame time they added certain explanations, to quiet 
the ferupks of the people. The direft and unreferved 
acceptation was lent to the Pope, and the modifications 
were referved for the people. By this means, they 
thought at once to fatisty the Pope, the JCing, and the 
People-, but Cardinal de Noaillcs, and feven other 
Bilhopsof this Aliembly, who joined with him, refufed 
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both the bull and its modifications : they wrote to the 
Pope, requefling to have thefe modifications from his 
Holinefs himfelf. TRis was affronting him, with the 
appearance of refpeft. 

The King would not permit it to be done, hindered 
the letter being fent, remanded the Bifliops back to their 
Diocefes, and forbade the Cardinal to appear at Court, 
This perfecution procured the Archbilhop an additional 
fliare of credit with the Public. Seven other Bifhops 
now joined with him : there was a real divifion in the 
Epifeopacy, among all ranks of the Clergy, and all 
religious orders. Every one aUowed, that the funda- 
mental points of religion were not con^'i^"!^ in this 
difpute, and yet a civil diffenticn was raift^in the 
minds of the people, as if Chriftianity itlhj^ ^was in 
danger of being fubverted ; and as many [^lolitical 
rcfourccs were employed on both fides, as in ine moft 
profane affairs. 

Thefe refources were chiefly employed to get the 
Conftitution received by the Serbunne *, and it was 
regiftered there, nctwithftanding the majority 
of votes was againil ir. The Minillry could 
hardly fupply a fufficient ivmiber of lettres de cachet to 
imprifbn or banifti thofe who oppofed ir. 

This bull had been regiflered in Parliament, with 
a proper refervation of the ordinary rigiits of the 
• Crown, the liberties of the Gallican Church, and 
thi* power and jurildiftion of the Edbops ; but the 
public clamour got the better of obedience. Cardinal 
de Bifll, one of the moft zealous defenders of the bull, 
acknowledged in one of his letters, that it could not 
have been received with greater indignity at Geneva, 
than it was at Paris. 

1 he people were particularly incenfed againft father 
Le Tcllier. Nothing is more apt to excite indignation 
than a Prieft exalted to power*, it leems a violation ot 
his vows ^ but if he abufes this power, he is held in 
exoneration. «A11 the prifons had been a long 
crouded with natives accufedof Janfenifrn. Louis XIV. 
too ignorant in thefe matters, Was made to b.di^v^ th^t 
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t was the duty of a Moft Chriftian King, and that he 
could not expiate his fins, without perfecuting the 
heretics. But what was fhameful was, that 

the copieS'Of the interrogatories exhibited to thefe un- 
h^PPy P^^P^^ hands of the Jefuit 

Le 'I'ellier. Never was juftice fo bal'ely betrayed, and 
never. did meannefs more unworthily facrifice to power. 
In 1768 were found, in the profeffcd houfe of the 
Jefuits, thefe monuments of their tyranny, after they 
had fuffered the penalty of their exceffes, and that 
they were chakd out of the Kingdom by all the Parlia- 
ments of France, by the wilhes of the Nation, and, 
finally, by^an Edict 6f Louis XV. Le I'ellier pre- 
fumed liwfnucK on his influence, that he even 
propofec^e depofing of Cardinal de Noailks, ' 

in a natVn^ Council. Thus did this Priefl: make his 
prince, penitent, and his religion, fubi'ervierit to 
his revenge. 

In order to prepare this Council, which was to de- 
pofe a man become the idol of Paris, and of the whole 
Kingdom, for the purity of his manners, the amiublcr’ 
nefs of his charafter, and ftill piore by the pcrkcucion 
he fuffered ; they prevailed on L.ouis XIV. to order a 
Declaration to be regiftered in Parliament, by which 
every Billiop who had not received the bull furely and 
fhould be obliged to fubfcribc^ it, or be profe- 
cuted as a rebel by the Advocate-Geaeral. Chancellor 
Voifin, Secretary at War, a rigid, arbitrary man, was 
the perfon who drew up this Edid. D’AguelTeau, whq 
underftood the laws of the realm much better thanVoifln, 
and had all that refolution of mind which youth na- 
turally infpires, peremptorily refufed to be concerned 
in fuch an afiair. Dc Mcfme, PrcCdent of the Council, 
demonftrated to the King the coniequerxees likely to 
eniue. Thus the affair was protraded. The King 
Was drawing towards his end; and thcle unhappy de- 
putes greatly dilquicted him, and contilbuted not a 
little to haften his lafl minutes. His mereikis Con- 
feifor was continually teazing him, thougl! in this weak 
audition, by repeated, exhortations to conlummate a 

work 
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work which would have been far from endearing hix 
memory. The King’s domeftics, filled with indigna- 
tion at the Confeifor^s behaviour, twice refufed hin^ 
entrance into 4 iis chamber, and at laft earndlly con- 
jured him not to fpeak to the King about the Conftitu- 
tion. The King died, and a total change enfiied. 

The Duke of Orleans, Regent of the Kingdom, 
having immediately upon his affuming the reins of 
power, changed the whole arrangement of Louis XlV’s 
government, and having fubftituted Councils in the 
room of the offices of the Secretaries of State, erefted 
a Council of Confcience, of which Cardinal de Noailks 
was made Prefident. I'liey banifiied Fatlw^e Tcllicr, 
loaded with the hatred of the Public, and \py little 
beloved by his own fraternity. J 

The Bifliops who oppoldl the bull appea^d to 'a 
future Council, die. The Sorbonne, the C;^ergy ot 
the diocefe of Ikiris, and whole bodies of religious 
orders, appealed likcwife; and at length Cardinal dc 
Noailles made his appeal, in 1717, but would not 
publifli it at firft ; however, it was printed, as is laid, 
contrary to his inclinr^tion. I’he Church of France 
remained divided into two fadtions, the Acceptants and 
the Recufarits. The Acceptants confifted of an luiii- 
dred Bifhops, who had adhered under Louis XIV. to 
the Jefuits and Capuchins. The other confiiled ot 
fifteen Bifhops, and the whole Nation. The Accep- 
tants had the Court of Rome for dieir defender ; tiic 
Recufants were fupported by the Univerlities, the 
Parliament, and' the People, Volume upon volume, 
knd letter upon letter, was printed; and each paity 
treated the other as Ichifmatics and heretics. 

An Archbilhop of Rheims, named Madly, a great 
and fuccefsful partizan of Rome, had lubfcribed his 
name tokwo papers which the Parliament ordered to 
be burnt by the hangman. I'he Archbiffiop, when he 
heard it, ordered Te Deum to be lung, and returner 
God thanks for having been thus ignominioiifly treatec 
by fchilmatics. God rewarded him, and he was mat e 
a CurtlinaL The Bilhop of Soiflons having been 
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v/ith in the hitne manner by the 'Parliament, fignified 
to that Ancmbly, That it did not belong to them 
to judge him, even in calcs of Jiigh-trealbn.” For 
this he was mulfted in the fum of ten tho’uland livres : 
hut the Regent remitted the fine, left, as he faid, 
SihlTons iRoukl be made a Cardinal alfo. 

The Court of Rome broke out into loud reproaches 5 
much time was fpent in negociations, in appealing and 
re appealing, and all this about a few palfages, now 
forgotten, of a hook written by an old Fried of four- 
fcorc, v/ho lived on charity at Amderdam 
The extravagant project: of the Funds -p contributed 
more than one would :*magine to redore the peace of 
the ChinaV. '-The madnefs of the nation for ftock- 
iLd the greedinefs of every one to fnap at the 
bait, \i;a!^,.vgeneral, that thofe who talked about Jan- 
fenifin <4 ::the bull could find no one to liden to them. 
The people of Paris paid as little regard to thefc 
matters, as to the war that was carrying on upon the 
frontiers of Spain. The fudden and immenfe ibrtunes 
made at that time, the excels to which luxury and vo- 
lupruoufrieTs of every kind was carried, put a dop to 
all ecclefiadical difputcs. Thus’ pleafure and didipa- 
tion brought about that which Louis XIV. could not 
elfcCl. 

f i'iC Duke of Orleans laid hold of this occaiion to 
unite the Church of France. In this his policy was 
intereded ; for he dreaded to fee the time when Home, 
Spain, and an hundred Billiops, lliould be all united ^ 
i^gaind him 

And now he had to prevail on Cardinal Noailles, / 
not only to receive the Conllitution, which he looked 
upon as Icandalous, but alfo to withdraw his appeal, 
'vhich he confidcred as lawful. He was to obtain more 


Nothing, certainly, could be more ilJiculoi;^, ;u a rational and 
Nation. Trarjlator. 

t j Syffm ; fuch another bubble as the South-Sea Scheme in 
*"gland. Uu. 

+ bi the Age of Louis XV, will be fccii what vveie*the vices and 
of the Regent, roltaire, 

* * of 
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of him than his bVncfadtor Louis XIV. had in va* 
demanded. The Duke of Orleans, with reafon, ex^ 
peSed great oppofition from the Parliament, which he 
had banifliedHo Pontoife. Nevcrthelels he. gained all 
his points. A Body of Dodfrine was eompoi'ed, which 
partly latisncd both parties •, and the Cardinal was pre- 
vailed upon to give his promife, that he would .at 'laft 
accept it. The Regent went himfelf to the Great 
Council, with the Princes of the Bloody and the Peers 
to get an Edidl regillered, enjoining the acceptance of 
the bull, the fupprenion of all appeals, and the reftora- 
tion of peace and unanimity. The Parliament, which had 
been mortified by feeing Edidls carried jo the Great 
Council which it was their right to rteffv^^d beiivr 
likewife threatened to be removed from ^ntoilc tj 
Blois, regiftered what had been entered Groat 

Council; but aalways with the cuftomary regi vations, 
viz. the prcTervation of the rights and liberties of the 
Galiican Church, and the laws of the Realm. 

The Cardinal-ArchbilEop, who had given his word 
> to withdraw his appeal whenever the Parliament fiioukl 
obey, now faw himfelf neceffitated to keep his promife; 
and the inftruinent of his recantation was polled up the 
2Cth of Augufl; 1720, 

Du Bois, the new Archbidiop of Cambray, fon to 
an apothecary of Brive-la-Gaillarde, afterwards Cardi- 
nal and Prime Minifier, was the perfon who had the 
greateft lliare in bringing about this bufinefs, in winch 
, the power of Louis XI V. had failed. No one is a 
ftranger to the conuud, fentiments, and morals, ot this 
' Minilter. The licentious Du Bois got the betur of the 
pious Noailles. It is ftill remembered with what con- 
tempt the Duke of Orleans and his Minilter I'pokc ot 
the difputes which they oppofed, and what ridicule 
they threw upon the controverfial war. This contempt 
and ridicule contributed not a little to bring about a 
peace. People grew at length weary of fuch contefts 
as afforded a fubjed of laughter to tl)c rell ot the 
world. 


From 
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From this time all that was known in France by the 
name of Janfenifm, Quietifm, bulls, and theological 
difoutes, frnfibly declined ; but fame Bifl:jops, who had 
appealed, 'fti 11 continued obllinately attached to their 
opinions. 

Under the adminiftration of CardinaJ de Fleury, an 
attempt was made to extirpate the remains of the party, 
bv depofing one of the moft ftubborn Prelates. To this 
end, Old Soanin, Bifhopof the little town of Senes, was 
fixed on for an example ; a man equally pious and in- 
flexible, but of no family nor influence. 

He was condemned by the Provincial Synod of Am- 
brun, in 1728, fufpended from hisepifcopal and clerical 
fundions, and banifhed by the Court to Auvergne, 
when above eighty years old. This treatment occafion- 
ed a few murmurings, which proved of no confequence. 
There is not at prefent any Nation, which murmurs 
more, obeys better, and forgets fooner, than the French. 

Some remains of fanacicifm ftiil continued, among a 
fmall number of people of Paris. Certain enthufiafls 
imagined, that a Deacon named Paris, brother to a 
Counfellor of Parliamenr, one who had appealed and 
re-appealed, and who lay buried in the church-yard of 
St. Medard, was to perform miracles. Some ot the' 
party, who went to pray at his tomb, had their imagi^- 
nations fo heated, that their difordered organs produced 
flight convulfions. Upon this the comb was furround- 
cd by fwarms of people, who continued to flock thi- 
ther, both day and n ght : fome got upon the tomb, and 
took the motions they gave their bodies in mounting, 
for miraculous convultions. The lecrcc abettors of the 
party encouraged this phrenzy. I'hcy prayed at the 
tomb in the vulgar language ; nothing was now talked 
of but the deaf hearing certain words, the blind ^having 
had glimpfes, and the lame walking upright for fotnc 
moments. 1 hefe pretended nr.i'racks were even atteited 
tipon oath by a crowd ofwitntfics, who thought they 
had beheld them, becaufe they came thither^ fully pre- 
poflTtrlTed that they ihouki do fo. 

The Government left this epidemical madnefs to Z> 

VojL II. fclf 
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felf for a month ; but the concourfe of people became 
fo great, and the miracles fo frequent, that they were at 
lall obliged to flint nip the church-yard, and place a 
guard round 'it. Thefe enthufiafls then went to work 
their miracles in houfes. This tomb of the Deacon Pags 
proved in efFefl: the grave of Janfenifm, in the opinion 
of all fcnfiblc people. Such farces might have had fe- 
rioiis confeqiienccs, in the more ignorant times ; but 
thofe who encouraged them feemed to have miftaken 
the Age they lived in. 

1 he fuperftition, however, was carried fo far, that a 
Counfellor of Parliament had the folly to prelent the 
King, in 1736, with a colledioA of thefe miracles, fup. 
ported by a confidcrable number of acteftations. This 
madman, the infirument and viftim of others as mad as 
himfelf, fays, in the memorial prefented to the King, 
“ That credit ought to be given to witnefles who fiif 

fered death in fupport of their evidence,” If all othei 
books were to be loft, and this only was to remain, 
pofterity would imagine our Age to be the xra of igno- 
rance and barbarifm. 

Thefe extravagances were in France the expiring fighs 
of a feft, which, being no longer fiipported by an Ar- 
nauld, a Pafchal, nor a Nicole, and compofed only of a 
few convulfionaries, is fallen into utter contempt; and 
we Ihould hear no more mention of thofe difputes which 
difgrace reafon, and do injury to religion, were it not 
for fome buly minds, who are continually raking in thclc 
extinguiflied aflies, for a remaining fpark of fire, which 
they endeavour to blow up into a new flame, but even 
lliould they fuccccd, the difpute concerning Molinifm 
and Janienifm v/ill never again be the object of diflen- 
tion. What has once become ridiculous, can never 
more be dangerous. The difpute will change its n:i- 
turc ; for mankind never want a pretext to injure each 
other, though they may be without a caufe. 

Religion may ftill whet its poignards. There areal- 
ways in the Nation a fett of people who hold no commu- 
nication with honeft men, who are not of this Age, who 

are inacccfliblc ro the progrels of reafon, and over whof^ 

the 
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the atrocity of fanaticifm prefervtj^ Its empire, like cer- 
tain difeafes which attack only the ineaneft of the 
vulgar. , 

The Jefuits feemed Involved in the falhof Janfenifm ; 
their arms grew edgelefs for want of adverfaries to 
whet them on •, they lofl: that credit at Court which Lc 
Tellier had fo grofsly abufed j their Journal de Trevoux 
gained them neither the efteem nor friendfhip of the 
learned world. The Bifhops, over whom they had for- 
-merly domineered, confounded them with the other re- 
ligious orders ^ and thefc, who had been kept under by 
them, now humbled them, in their turn. The Parlia- 
ment made them fcnfiblc, more than once, of the opi- 
nion they entertained of them, by condemning fome of 
their books, which would otherwife have been forgotten. 
The Univerfity, which now began to make a fhining 
figure in literature, and had an excellent method of edu- 
cating youth, deprived them of moft of their pupils j 
and they were obliged to wait with patience till time 
ihould furnifli them with men of genius, and a favourable 
opportunity, to regain their former afcendancy. 

But they were much deceived in their hopes 5 their 
fall ; the abolition of their order in France ; their ba- 
nilhment from Spain, from Portugal, and from Naples, 
have fliewn the world, at lad, how wrong it was in Louis 
XIV. to place fo much confidence in them. 

It would be very ufeful for thofe who are infatuated 
with thefe kinds of difputes, to look into the general 
hiftory of the world j for in obferving the multitude of 
different nations, manners, and religions, they will fee* 
how very infignificant a figure a Molinift and a Jan- 
fenift makes on the theatre of the world. They will then 
blufh at their mad fondnefs for a party which is loft in 
the common crowd, and fwallowed up in the immenfity 

things. 
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CHAP. XXXVIII. 

Of 

A midst^ the faftions of Calviniftn arid the dif. 

putcs of Janfenifm, there happened yet another 
divifion in France, about Qiiietifm. It was an unhappy 
confequcnce of the progrcfs of human underftahdino', 
in the Age of Louis XIV. that it excited efforts to go 
beyond the limits prefcribed to our knowledge •, or ra- 
ther, it was a proof that this progrefs had not yet been 
extended far enough. 

The controvcrfy about Quietifm is one of thofe ex- 
travagant Tallies of the imagmation and theological 
fubtleties, which would never have left any impreffion 
on the memory of mankind, had it not been for the 
names of two illuftrious rivals in the difpute. A wo- 
man, without any credit, or even real underftanding, 
who had only an overheated imagination, fet at variance 
two of the greateft men in the church. Her name was 
Bouvieres de la Motte. Her family was originally of 
Montargis. She had been married to the fon of Guion, 
the Contrador for t!>e Canal of Briarie : being left a 
widow when very young, with a confiderable fortune, 
'beauty, and every way fitted for the converfe of the 
world, file became poflelTed with what is called Spiritual 
lily. She had'for her Confeflbr a Barnabite Monk, of 
the country of Annecy, near Geneva, named La Combe. 
This man, noted for what is common enough, a medley 
‘ of paffions and religion, and who died mad, plunged 
tlie mind of his penitent in myftical contemplaiions, to 
which file was already but too much inclined, d he 
defire of being a St. Therefa, in France, prevented her 
from difcerning the great difference between the genius 
of the jFrench and Spaniards, and carried her even to 
greater lengths than St. Therefa. The ambition ot 
having difciplcs, the ftrongefl perhaps of every other 
fpecics of ambition, took entire poffeifion of hermind. 

Her Confeflbr La Combe conduced her into that 
fmall territory of Annecy, where the titular Bilhop of 
Geneva holds his rcfidence. * It was then thought a 



^fcat indecency in a Monk to lead a young widow out 
of her country ; but this was the general pradlicc of all 
thofe who had a mind to eftablifli'a fed. . They always 
engaged the women on their fide. Tlic young widow 
at firll acquired great authority in Annecy, by her ex- 
tenfive charities, and held fcveral conferences. She 
preached up an entire fclf-renunciation, the tranquil 
ftatc of the foul, and the annihilation of all its faculties, 
inward worfhip, and pure and difinterefted love, which 
)s neither debafed by fear, nor exalted by the hope of 
reward. 

Tender and flexible imaginations, efpecially thofe of 
women, and fome young ecclefiaftics, who loved, more 
than they believed, the word of God, proceeding from 
the mouth of a fine woman, were eafily led away with 
an eloquence of delivery, the only thing calculated to 
perfuade minds already favourably difpofed. She made 
profelytes ; but was foon driven away from thence by 
the Bilhop of Annecy, with her ConfclTor. They next 
went to Grenoble. There flie publifticd a little piece, 
entitled, Le Moyen Courts The Short Way ; and another 
called, Les’TorrenSy The Torrents^ both written in the 
fame ttile (he preached ; but, in a (hort time, (lie was 
likewife obliged to leave Grenoble. 

Flattered already with being ranked among the Con- 
fdfors, (he began to prophefy. This prophecy (he fent 
to Father La Combe : All Hell (faid (he) fliall rife 
‘‘ up to flop the progrefs of the inward fpirir, and the 
“ formation of Chrift Jefus in fouls. And (b great* 
‘‘ fliall be the fiorm, that not one ftone (hall remain 
‘‘ upon another-, and I forefee that throughout the 
“ whole earth, there (hall be troubles, wars, and great 
“ overthrows. The woman (hall be pregnant with the 
inward fpirit, and the dragon (hall ftand up before 
her.’' ^ ^ ^ 

1 he predidion was in part verified : Hell indeed did 
rife up againft her but on her return to Paris with 
her ConfeiTor, where both endeavoured tq, fpread their 
doftrine^ in 1687, the Archbiftiop Harlai dc Chanva- 
P obtained an order from the King to confine La 
vomuc as a fcducer, and to fliut up in a convent Ma- 
C c 3 dafnc 
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dame Guion, as a perfon difordered in her fenfo, and 
who ftoud in need of a cure. But before this blow 
Madame Guiqn had engaged protea:ions which now 
proved of icTvice to her. In the convent of St. Cyr 
then only in its infancy, (he had a coufin named Ma^ 
dame de la Maifon-Forr, a favourite with' Madame 
de Maintenon. She had likewife infiniiated herfelfinto 
the mind of the Diitchcffes of Chevreufe and Beauvilliers. 
Thefe, her good friends, exclaimed loudly againd Arch, 
bilhop Harlai, that he, who was well known to be too 
fond of the fair fex, fhould perfecute a woman only for 
difeourfing on the love of God. 

Madame de Maintenon, by ‘her powerful influence, 
procured Guion her liberty, and got the Archbifhop 
of Paris filenced. She went to Verfailles, and intro- 
duced herfelfinto the convent of St. Cyr, where flic af- 
fifted at the devout conferences held by the Abbe tie 
Fenelor?, after having dined with Madame dc Maintc- 
non and him. The Princefs of Harcourr, and tlic 
Dutcheffes of Chevreufe^ Beauvilliers, and Charot, weie 
of this myftical lociety. 

The Abbe Fenelon,, then Preceptor to the Children 
of France, was the moft engaging man about the Court. 
He had naturally a tender hcarCj a mild and lively irna* 
gination, and had embelliflied his mind with all that was 
elegant in the Belles Lettres. PolTefled of tahe and re- 
finement, he preferred the affefting and fublimc in di- 
vinity, to the gloomy and abftrufe. Joined to allthdc, 
•he had a certain romantic turn, which infpired him, not 
with the reveries of Madame Guion, but wuh a {entiment 
of fpintuality, which was not very unlike the notions ol 
that lady. 

His imagination was heated with candour and virtue, 
as others^ are infian;ed by their palTions. His paflion was 
to love *God purely for bimlelf. He law in Madame 
Guion afpoclefs mind, infpired with the fame afteftion 
as his own, and therefore made no fcruplc to aflbciace 
with her. ' . 

It was flrange that he lliould be led away by a weaK 

who pretended to revelations, to prophecies, and 

iuch idk ftud i >yho was ready to be choaked with im 

n ward 
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^axd grace, and was obliged to.<ibe unlaced, that flie 
might empty herfelf (according to her own exprefllon) 
of a fuperabundance of grace, in order to communicate 
it to the body of the chofen pcrfon who fat next her. 
But Fenelon, in his friendfhip and myftical notions, waa 
like a pcrfon in love : he excufed the errors, and at- 
tached himfelf only to that conformity of fentiment with 
which he had been firft captivated. 

Madame Guion, elevated and emboldened by the ac- 
, quifition of fuch a difciple, whom fhe called her fon, 
and depending on Madame dcMaintenon’s favour, pro- 
pagated her notions in St. Cyr. Godet, BiHiop of 
Chartres, in whofe diocefe St. Cyr is, was alarmed, and 
made complaints. The Archbifliop of Paris likewife 
threatened to renew his former profecution. 

Madame dc Maintenon, who intended St. Cyr wholly 
for a peaceable retreat, who knew how much the King 
was an enemy to all novelty, and who had no occafion to 
put herfelf at the head of a fe6t to acquire influence, 
and had befides her own credit and repole only in view, 
broke off all correfpondence with Madame Guion, and 
forbade her to appear again at Sr. Cyr. 

The Abbe de Fenelon faw tJic ftorm gathering, and 
was apprehenfive of being dlfappointed of the great pre- 
ferment to which he afpired. He therefore advifed his 
female friend to put herfelf into the hands of the famous 
Bofluet, Bilhop of Meaux, who was regarded as a Father 
of the Church. She accordingly fubmitted herfelf to 
the decifions of this prelate, received the facrament from 
him, and delivered up all her writings to his examinatioiK 
The Bifhop of Meaux, with the King’s pcrmifllon, 
chofefor his alBftants in this affair the Bilhop of Cha- 
lons, afterwards Cardinal de Noailles, and the Abbe 
Tronfon, fuperior of St. Sulpice. They had a private 
nieeting at the village Ifli, near Pans. Chanvalon, 
Archbilhop of Paris, jealous that any other perlons 
Ihould fet ihemfelves up as judges in his diocefe, imme- 
diately polled up a public cenfurcon the books they had 
wnder their examination. Madame Guion retired to the 
pf Mcaux^ fublcrib«d to all that Bifllop Bofluet re- 
• C c 4 quiryd 
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quircd of her, and f Kjmifed to dogmatize no more, for 
ttc future. 

in the mean time Jendon was promoted to the Arch- 
biiliopric of Cambrayln 1695, and conlecratcd by ihc 
Bilhop of Meaux. It might have been prefumed, that 
an aflfair now dormant, and that had been from the be- 
ginning only a fubjeft of ridicule^ would never have 
been revived. But Madame Guion, being accu fed of 
continuing to preach her doftrines after llie had pro- 
mifed filcnce, was feized by order of the King in the 
fame year 1695, and confined prilbner at Vincennes, as 
if Ihc had been a perfon dangerous to the State. vShe 
could not poffibly be fo ; and l\cr pious follies did not 
meric the attention of the Sovereign. During her con- 
finement at Vincennes, Ihe coinpoled a large volume of 
myftic poetry, more wretthed even than her profe. She 
wrote parodies upon verfes of operas, and would often 
jfing the following lines : 

L’Amour pur ct parfait va plus loin qu’on nc penfe : 

On ne fait pas, lorfqu’il coinmcncc, 

Toutce qu’il doit couter un jeur. 

Mon cceur n'auroit connu Vincennes ni foufTrance, 

S’ll n eutcor.nu Icpuramour. 

Pure perfeift love leads farther than we think ; 

At hrlt wc do not fee the dangerous brink 
On which we ihnd ; nor ever fear to prove, 

Thofe evils under which I fuiFenng fink, 

When chains and tears repay pure perfect love. 

The opinions of mankind depend on time, place, an i 
circumftances. While Madame Cuion was confined in 
prilbn, who in one of her phrenfies had imagined herfeU 
married 10 Jkfus Chriff, and from that time would ne- 
ver invoke the Saints, laying, that it was not fur the 
miftrefs of the family to acldrcfs herfelf to her fervants; 
at this very time, J fay, there was application made to 
Rome for. the canonization of Mary d’Agrcda *, who 

♦ This enthufi^ft, who was Abbefs of a convent at ^^grcda, pre- 
tended to have received divine orders to write the Life of the Virgni 
Mary, which was accordingly publifhed, under the title of "1 lie 
City of Gcd, and» appears to be a llfange medley of madnefs and fa* 
natitjfm. Smi/ttf 

had 
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had pretended to more vifions and* revelations than all 
the myftical tribe put together ; and as an unanfwerable 
inftance of thofe contradiftions with whi^h the world 
abounds, ^t the Sorbonne they prefented as an Heretic 
this very d’Agreda, whom they wanted to make a Saint 
of in Spain. The Univcrfity cf Salamanca condemned 
the Sorbonne, and was in return condemned by it. 

It is difficult to fay on which fide lay the greateft portion 
of folly and abfurdity ; but there is certainly a great 
deal of both in fuffering any of thefe extravagance s to 
attain fuch a weight or confequence as they even yet 
fometimes preferve f. 

Boffuct, who had long looked upon himfelf as the 
father and mailer of Fenelon, beheld with jealous eyes 
the rifing reputation and credit of hisdifciplc ; and de- 
firous of preferving that afeendant which he had over 
all the reft of his brethren, he required the new Arch- 
biihop to join with him in the condemnation of Ma- 
dame Guion,and tofubferibe to his paftoral inftrudions. 
Fenelon refufed to facrifice to him either his fentiments 
or his friend. A medium was propofed, and mutual 
proinifes made. The one accufed the other of a breach 
of faith. The Archbiffiop ufCmnbray, when he de- 
parted for his diocefe, caufed his book, entitled. The 
Maxims of the Satnts^ to be printed at Paris ; a 
work in which he endeavoured to palliate the charge 
brought againft his friend, and to reveal the orthodox 
notions of devout contemplatifts, who raife themfelves 
above the fenfes, and aim at a ftate of perfeftion, to 
which ordinary fouls feldom afpire. The Bifiiop of* 
Mcaux and his adherents rofe up in arms againft this 

t It may be here remarked, that Quletifm is to be met with in 
Bon Quixote. The Knight- errant fays there, that Diilcinea fbouid 
ferved without any other reward than merely that of being her 
l^night. To which iJancho replies, “ Con efta inaner.i de amor he 
“ oydo yo predicar que fe ha de amar a nueftro fenor por fi folo, fm 
qne nos mueva fpcranca dc gloria o lemor de per.a ; aunque yo 
** le qiierria amar y fervir por lo que puede Icr.'’ “ 1 have heard 
it preached fo that God is to be loved after tl. s er, without 
^ hope or fear ; though, for my part, I am inclined ft love and ferve 
hiin for what he doe? to ftrve me.’* f'tthairf. 

I ook, 
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b( ok. They complained of it to the King, as if it had 
ben as dangerous, as it was unintelligible. TheKins^ 
fpoke of it to Boffuer, of whofe reputation and under, 
ftanding he l;ad a gr^it opinion. This Prelate, throw, 
ing himfelf on his knee*^ before his Prince, iniplorcd his 
pardon for not having before informed him gf the fatal 
hcrefv of the Archbifhop of Cambray. 

This enthufiafm appeared not to be fincere, to the 
numerous friends oi hcnelon. The Court fuppofed it 
p be but a ilroke of courtly addiels. It was fcaraly 
pofihblc, in reality, that fuch a man as BofTue.t flioulj 
ccnfidcr as a dangerous herefy the chimerical piety of 
lovii.g Cod for his .;\vn Cke. h is poHible that he w.is 
finccre in his reprobar ion of this myflical devotion, and 
ftill more lo in his fccrct jcaloufy of Fenelon ; and tliat, 
confounding one with the other, he mod cordially pre- 
ferred this accuf.ition againlt ccclefiaftical brother 
and old friend ; imagining, polllbly, that the office of an 
Infoim^r, which woui^^ have difoiaccd a lold.er, might 
be honourable in a Prieft ; and that a zeal for rcdigion 
wa^ lufficient to lanctify the bafetl aftions +. 

Tlie King and Madame cie Maintenon immediately 
coniulted Father de la Chaife •, and the Confeffor made 
anfwer, that the Aichbilhop’s book was a very good 
oncj that ir had greatly edified all the Jefints • and 
that the Janfeniils only difapproved of it. The Blfhop 
of Meaux was not a janfenift, but he had profited of their 
beft writings. Fite did not like the Jefuits, nor they 
him. 

• The Court and the City were divided ; and the atn^n- 
tion tjf every one being cngrollcd by this contention, 
The Janfenifts had a little relpite, Boffiuet wrote againft 
Fenelon ^ and both lent their works to Pope Inno- 
cent XII. fubmitting themielves to his decifiop. Cir- 
cumflanges did not appear favourable to Fenelon; for 
net long before, the Court of Rome had ftrongly con- 


* How fr.ockingly invidious niuft (his rcflei^Ion appear to every 
»an who has not been converfanr in religious controveify 'r • 
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d«tnnc;d, in the pcrfon of Molinoanhe Spaniard the 
(^ietifrn of which the Archbifcop of Cambray v/as 
now accufed. . 

Cardinal d’Etrees, the French AmbafTallor at Rome, 
was the perfon who had profecuted Molinos. This 
Cardinal, whom we have fccn in his old age more en- 
gaged, in the pleafures of fociety than thrology, had 
proceeded againft Molinos merely to pleafe the enemies 
of that unfortunate Frieft ^ and had even prevailed upon 
the 'King to folicit his condemnation at I’ome, v/hich 
he obtained but too eafily : fo that Louis XIV. proved, 
unknown to himfelf, the molt formidable enemy of thp 
pure love of the myllic^ 

In matters of this nice nature, nothing is more eafy 
than todifeover paffages in a book under confideration, 
yefembling thofe in one already condemned. Tlie Arch- 
bifhop of Cambray had on his -ide the J/fuiis, the 
Duke of Beauvdliers, the Duke of ChevicuV, and Car- 
dinal de Bouillon, lately Ambafador froiu France to 
Rome. The Billiop of Mi aux had his own great name, 
and the principal Pielatts of France lor his adherents. 
Heprefented to theKmg the lubleribed declai ations of 
many of the Bilhops, and a great number of Doctors, 
who all condemned The MaTinis (f the cVe'a/.o 

So great was the authority ot 'iedbet, that Father de 
la Cliaife durft not vindicate il:e Archbiihoj) of Cam- 
bray to his royal penitent, and Madame Maintenon 
entirely abandoned her Iriend. 1 he King wrote to 
Pope Innocent XII. that having had the xFrchbilhop of 
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t Michael Molinos, a Spanifli Priefr, and FoinHcrc^r the of 
Quietifm. ' He publifhcd Kis book on fpiiiuid corded at Rome, and 
Was much followed for a ferics of yea,.-. ; bal hl^'. reputation having; 
at length awakened the jenloufy of the jefui s. tiuy eniplo) cd all their 
att and influence for his deilrudion. A pioccfs was inllitutcd againft 
h’.m in the general congregation of the Iii^jnirit on of ]U)jye, held in 
the prefence of the Hope and the Cardinal Incpiifnor-, Si\ty-eight 
^1 the propofitions were condemned as falie and pernicit ut, Icandalons, 
hlafphemous, and heretical. He was cwmpclkd to abjure them pub- 
hckly in habit of a penitent, and condemned to pcipciual iinpri- 
fonment, in jvhith he died. His real charatlcr wa^that of an luof- 
f?nfive enthufiail, who afpired at a fublime commuiaication with God, 
Py meah^ vf abilrattcd contcjpplauon. 

Cambray 's 
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Cambray*3 book Iaid*bcforc him as a dangerous \rorIc 
he had put it into the hands of the Nuncio, and earnefti 
ly requefted hjs Holij\efs to give judgment upon it 
It was infinuated, and even publicly affirmed^at Rome 
nor are there wanting thofc who ftill believe the report* 
that the Archbifhop of Cambray was thus perfecuted 
for no other reafon but his having oppofed the piiblica. 
tion of the private marriage of the King with Madame 
Maintenon. The anecdote-makers pretend that this 
Lady had engaged Father de la Chaife to prefs the' 
King to acknowledge her for Queen ; that the Jefuit 
had artfully thrown this dangerous commifllon upon the 
Abbe Fenelon ; but that this Preceptor of the Children 
of the Blood had preferred the honour of the Nation, 
and that of his royal pupils, to his own intereft, and had 
thrown himfelf at the feet of l.ouis XIV. to prevent a 
declaration, which, from its unac^rountable ftrangenefs, 
would have injured that Monarch more with pofterity, 
than all the tranfitory gratifications of his life could have 
rccompenfed f. 

It is very certain, that Fenelon, having continued the 
education of the, Duke of Burgundy, after his promo- 
tion to the Archbilhopnc of Cambray, the King, during 
this ihterval, had heard fome conliifcd talk about Fcne- 
Ion’s connexion with Madame Guion and Madame 
dc la Maifon-Fort •, and was apprchcnfive alfo that he 
might infpire his pupils with maxims too auftcre, with 
foch principles of government and morality as would 
perhaps one day become an indire6l cenfurc upon that 
air of grandeur, upon that thirft for glory, on thofe wars 
too inconfiderately engaged in, and gn that tafte for 
fcafts and plcafures, wliich had charafterifed ius 

He was dcfirous of having fome converfation with 
the new Archbilhop on his political principles. • Fene- 
lon, full of his ideas, difeovered to the King fome part 

• What a groupe of precious fools arc here deferihed ! 
f This tale is 4H11 to be found in the Hiftory oi I-ouis XJ V . j rintec 
at Avignon, Thofc who have had accefs to this Monarch, and 
Madame Maintenon, know how far this is from the trnth. 

Ot 
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^ the principles which he afttfrwards unfolded in 
thofe paflages of his fdmaebus where he treats of 
Government j principles which better fuix with Plato’s 
republic, jehan the manner in which mankind are to be 
governed. The King, after this converfation, faid, 
tflat he had been difcourfing with the fineft and moft 
chimerical - genius in his kingdom. The Duke of 
Burgundy was made acquainted with what his Majcfty 
had laid, and repeated it afterwards to Mr. de Malefjeux, 
his mafter for geometry. I had this from Mr.de Male- 
fieux himfelf, and it was afterwards confirmed to me 
by Cardinal Fleury. From this converfation the King 
readily believed Fenelon to be as romantic in his 
religious, as in his political notions. 

’Tis certain .hat the King was perfonaljy animated 
againft the Archbilhop of Cambray. Godet Defmarets, 
Biihop 0^ Chartres, who governed Madame Maintenon 
and St. Cyr with the defpotifm of a fpiritual diredor^ 
envenomed the mind of the King. This Monarch made 
a principal bufinefs of this ridiculous difpute, of which 
he underftood not a Angle word. It had been doubt- 
leis a veryeafy matter to have let it drop to the ground, 
iiiice it did fo, of itfelf, a ihoft time after : but it 
caufed fuch a buftle at Court, that he was more afraid 
of the cabal than the herefy. This was the true origin 
of the perfecution raifed againft Fenelon. 

The King commanded the Cardinal de Bouillon, then 
his AmbalTador at Rome, by Kis letters in the month 
ot Aiiguft ^ which we fo abfurdly call Joufi) 1697, to ^ 
procure the condemnation of a man whom they were 
abfoluady rcfolved to have confidered as a heretic *, and 
alfo wrote to Pope Innocent XII, with his own hand, 
ptelTing him to decide in this matter. 

The Congregation of the Holy Office named a Do- 
minican,. a Jefuit, a Benedidin, two Cordditrs, a 
reuillanc and an Auguftm, to take cogi izance of 
w affair, Thefc are what they call at Rome the 
konfultorsf. The Cardinals and Prelates generally 

A fet of begging White Fn»ri of the Order of St. B:rnard. 

T omewiut Aiitc our Ia^v-L«fd$ in Parlument. Tra»j!afor. 

k ve 
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leave to thefe Monks'the ftudy of theology, to be mori 
at leifure to follow politics, intrigues, or the pleafures 
of an indolenjt life ^ 

The Confultors, in thirty-feven fittings,, examined 
as many propofitions, and declared them erroneous by 
a majority of voices j and the Pope, at the ’head of*a 
congregation of Cardinals, condemned them' by a brief ‘ 
publilhed and 6 x ^:1 up at Rome, the thirteenth day of 
March 1699. 

The Bifliop of Meaux triumphed ; but the Arct 
bifliop of Cambray gained a more glorious viftory 
from his defeat. He i'ubmitted without rellriftion or 
referve. He even n:ounted the pulpit himfelf at Cam* 
bray, to condemn his own book ; and afterwards for- 
bade his friends to defend it. This fingular inftance 
of condefeenfion in a man of learning, who might 
have raifed a confiderable party to himfelf, even from 
Ids persecution ; this candor, or this art ■[', gained him 
tile good-will of every one, and rendered his antagoniit 
aimoit hared for his vidtory. 

He ever afterwards continued to refidc in his diocelc, 
like the good Archbifliop and the man of letrebs. I'hat 
fweetnefs of manners which lliewed itfelf in his conver- 
fation as well as in his writings, made all wlio were 
acquainted with him his affeftionate friends. The 
perlccution he uiu’iervvcnt, and his Telanachus^ gained 
him the veneration of all Furope. I'lie Engliih in 
j;articidar, though tiicy carried the war into his diocefe, 
were eager to fix vr him refpedt. The Duke of Marl- 
borough took parCcular care that his lands fiioukl be 
fpared. He was always held dear by the Duke ol Bur- 
gundy, who was his pupil ; and had that prince lived, 
he would have Iiad a fharc in the Adminillration. 

In his philnfophical and honourable retreat, we may 
fee ho^ ditficuit it was for a perfon todifengage himfell 
from fuch a Court as that of Louis XIV. j tor theie 

• The Nuncio Roberti faid, Jiifo^na infarinarfi di leologia efureu.9 
fondo di Volitisa. “ One Ihould be well grounded in Theology 

** make a good Poblivirtii.” Voltaire^ 
t f A Voltuiriana. iranjlator. 
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are others that rnany great men have quitted without 
regret. He alw^’s fpoke on this head in luch a feeling 
manner, as broke through all his appearanctibf refignation. 
Several pieces upon philofophy, divinity, and pohte li- 
^raturc, were the fruits of tiie leilure-hours of his retire- 
ment. The Duke of Orleans, afterwards Regent of 
\he kingdom, confultcd him on certain difficult points 
which concern all mankind, and y-t are fekiom thought 
of by them. He alked him, whether the exitlence of a 
Deity could be demonftrated ? whether this Deity re- 
quired worffiip of us ? what worfhip he moft approved? 
and whether a miftaken choice was offenfive to him ? 
He propofed many que'ftions of a like nature, as a phi- 
lofopher who fought inllruflion ^ and the Archbilhop 
anfwered him like a philofopher and a divine. 

After having been worded in fcholaftic difputes, it 
would have been mere becoming, had he not inter- 
meddled in the contioveidy of Jjnfenifm j neverthelefs, 
he engaged in it. Cardinal Noaillcs had formerly 
joined with the ftrongeii fide again (I him. The Arch-, 
bilhop of Cambray did tlie lame in his turn. He was 
in hopes of being recalled to C'cvirt, and confulted • fo 
hard is it for the mind of man to difengage itfelf from 
any bufinefs it has ever been anxmus aoouc. His de- 
fires, neverthelefs, were as moderate as his writings *, 
and even towards the latter pare of his life, he at laft 
defpifed all difpucation ; rcfembling, in this one parti, u- 
lar, Huet, Bifliop of Avraacae, one of the molt learn- 
ed men in Europe, who in h:s latter days acknowledged • 
the vanity of almoli all fcience^, and of the human 
underftanding itfelf. 

The Archbiffiop of Cambray f\w]\o would believe 

!) thus parodied an air of IaiIH : 


Jeune, j etois trop fage, 

£t voulaib trop favoii ; 

Je ne veux cn partage 
Que badiDagt;, 

Et touche au dernier 
rien prevoir. 

When 
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When young, I was exceeding wife. 

And piled knowledge in a neap: 

Now nothing 1 prize, 
rBnt trifles and toys, 

And creep to the grave without noi/e; 

Nor wifh to look before I leap. 

compofed tHefe verfes in the prefence pf his' 
nephew, the Marquis de Fcnelon, afterwards AmbafTa^ 
dor at the Hague, from whom I had them, and can 
warrant the truth of this fad *, It is a circumftance 
of very- little importance in itfelf, only. as it is a proof 
that in the grave tranquillity of old age, we often view 
in a different light what appeared lb great and intereft. 
ing to us, at a time .of life when the adive mind is 
the fporc of its own defires and delufions. 

Thefe difputes fo long the objed of attention to 
France, as well as many others foftered in idlenels, are 

* The above verfes are to be met with in the poetical works of 
h^adamc Guion: but the Archbifhop's nephew having alFured me, 
more than once, that they were his unclc^s, and that he heard him 
repeat them, the very Jay he made them, J thought 1 was in jufticc 
bound to reftore them to their real Author. 'I’hcy have i)ecii panted 
in fifty copies of the editi- n of TtUmachus publiihed by the Maiquia 
' de Fenelon, in Holland, but fupprcirecl in the rell of the impieffion. 

I am obliged to repeat here, that I have in my pofiefiion the Letter 
of Monfieur Ramfay, a pupil of Mr. dc Fenelon, in which he fays 
to me, “ If he had been in England, he would have difplayedhis 
gcnio«, and have fpoken h.s principles without referve, which 
were n^ver thoroughly known.*’ 

The Author of Didionary Hiftorica\ Litirary, and Critical^ pub- 
, fiihed at, Avignon io 1759 , fays, on the article of henelon. That he 
was artlul, fupple, flattering, and difl'embling. He has founded 
bis authority for this afperfion on h s memory, upon a libel ct the 
Abbe Phclipeaux, who was an enemy to this grent man. He after- 
wards affures u^, that the Afcbb.fliop ofCamb-ny was buia flight theo- 
logian, becaufe that he was not a janfentft. We arc overwhelmed 01 
laie with d'flionarics wh’ch are but defamatory bbels. Never was 
Literature fo much difhonoured, or Truth fo much Icandnbzcd. 

The fame Author den’es that Mr. Ramfay ever wrote me tKc Letter 
I fpcak of here, and denies it with an infulting grolFncfs, tliough * 
ha- borrowed a great number ofhis articles from this Age ol Louis XI • 
The janfenift plagiariHs arc not very vvcll bred. I, wiio am ne-t^ 
a Cjniictift, a J^anfenift, nor a Mclmlll, fhuil return him 
anfwer, but this, that 1 have the Letter to nroducc. His words ai 

4 liie very fame 1 have quoted above, *Vtitaire, 

. now 
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pow vaniflicd. We are aftonifhcd in thefe days what 
could have excited lb much animofity. That philofo- 
phiefpirit which gets ftrength every day, feems to af- 
fure the public tranquillity ; and even the fanatics that 
•ylc up in arms againft the PKilofophers, are obliged to 
them for* the very peace they enjoy, and which they 
are endeavouring to forfeiti 
The affair, of Quietifm, fo unfortunately important 
under Louis XIV. now fo defpifed and forgotten, ruin- 
'cd at Court the Cardinal de Bouillon, though he was 
nephew to the famous Turenne,to whom the King owed 
his lafety in the civil war, and the aggrandizement of 
his kingdom afterwards! 

United by friendOiip to the Archbifhop ofCambray, 
•and charged with the command of the King againft 
him, he endeavoured to reconcile thefe two obligations. 

It is obvious from his Letters, that he never betrayed 
his minillerial character in being always faithful to his 
friend. He folicited the decree of the Pope, according 
to the order from his Court, but at the lame time exert- 
ed himfelf to reconcile both the parties. 

‘ Ail xtalian Pried named Giori,* who was placed as a 
fpy upon him, by the oppofue laftion, infniuated him- 
feif into his confidence, and traduced him in his letters j 
and carrying his perfidy to the extremeft pitch, had the 
.bafenels to borrow a thoufand crowns from him, upon 
fome pretence, and after he got them never law liuu 
again. 

Thefe letters of this wretch were what ruined the ’ 
Cardinal de Bouillon at his Cour4j^ 'The King loaded 
him with reproaches, as if he had betrayed the State. 

Jr appeared, however, from aft his difpatches, chat he 
had cor^ufttd himfelf with as much wifdom as dignity. 

lie obeyed the orders of the King, in folicitmg the 
condemnation of fome piouily ridiculous notions of the 
myftics, who'are the akhemifts of religion. But he was 
Jjithful to his fr^cndftiip in eluding the blows chat were 
^ ^irned at the perfon of Feneloa. Even fuppofing it to 
‘ 3 matter of impofUnce 'to the Church that npople 
• D d fhouJd 



TE AGE OF LOUIS XIV. 

(houl J not love God for his own fake, it was of no con. 
ftquence that the Archbilhop of Cambray Ihould be 
ftigmatized. • 

But, unhappily, the King was inclined to have Fendon 
condemned •, whether through private enmity towards 
him, which feemed to be below a great King ; or in 
compliance with the oppofite party, which appears itill 
more below the dignity of the Throne.. Whatever it 
was, he wrote to Cardinal de Bouillon, March i6, 1699, 
a letter full of the moft mortifying reproaches, in which 
he declares his wi(h for the condemnation of the Arch- 
bifhopof Cambray •, and feems there to fpcak as a man 
who was piqued. The Telemachus then made a great 
noife throughout Europe *, and The Maxims of the 
which he had never read, were punifhed for the maxims 
cultivated in Tehmachus^ which he had. 

T he Cardinal de Bouillon was immediately recalled. 
He fet out *, but having heard, when he was got a tew 
miles from Rome, that the Cardinal Dean was dead, he 
wasobligecf to return back to take poiTeilion of that dig- 
nity, which devolved upon him of right, being, thougri 
yet young, the I'enionof the Cardinals. 

The itation of Dean of the Sacred College conferred 
great privileges in Rome ; and, according to the manner 
of thinking in chofe times, was a lucky circumtlancc fur 
France to have it tilled by a Frenchman. 

It was nor, befides, any negleft of duty to the King, 
to take potrclTion of his rights and then proceed on Ins 
journey. However, this little circumllance provoked 
the King beyond foigivencfs. The Cardinal, on Ins 
arrival in France, was lent into exile, and his fentcncc 
of banifihment lubfiftcd for ten years. 

At length, tired out with fo long a difgrace, he took 
the relolution of quitting France for ever, in 1710,^^ 
the time that Louis XIV. feemed to be overpowered b/ 
the Allies, and that the Kingdom was threatened on all 
fidcs. 

Prince pugene and the Prince d’ Auvergne, his reh-, 

tions, received him on the frontiers of ITanders, where , 

thef 
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they were conquerors. He fent’Wk to the King the 
Crofs of , the Order of the Holy GhoH-, and a refignation 
of his office of Great Almoner of France, with a letter 
containing thefe words : — I recover that liberty which 
I am entitled to by my birth, as a foreign Prince, fon 
of a Sovereign dependant only on God, and my dig- 
“ nity of Cardinal of the Holy Church of Rome, and 
of Dean of the Sacred College. I lhall dedicate the 
remainder of my days to the Jervice of God and the 
“ Church, in the firft ftation next to the fupreme,” &c. 
His prctenfion of independent Prince appeared to him 
to be founded not only on the axiom of many Civilians, 
who fay, that whoever renounces every connection is not 
hund by any \ and that every man is free to choole his 
own refidence ; but upon this alfo, that the Cardinal 
was born at Sedan, at the time his father was (lill Go- 
vernor of the place, and he confidered the quality of 
an independent Prince as an indelible character. And 
as to the title of Cardinal Dean, which he called the 
firft place after the fupreme, he juftiiied himfelf frona 
the example of all his predeceffors, who undoubtedly 
inarched before the Kings, in ^11 the proceffions of 
Rome. 

The Court of Frr :e and the Parliament of Paris had 
quite different notions upon this niatrer. The Attorney- 
General D’Aguefleau, afterwards Chancellor, acculcd 
him before the Aflembly of the Chambers, who granted 
a decree againft him of arret and confifeation. He lived 
at Rome honoured, though poor, and died a viftim to • 
Quietifm which he deipifed, and to a friendlhip which 
he had nobly reconciled with his duty. 

It fhould not be omitted, that when he retired from 
the Low-Countries to Rome, the Court was alarmed, left 
he (hoiild be made Pope. I have in my hands the 
King’s letrer to Cardinal de la Trimouille, of May 26 ^ 
in which he betrays chat fear. “■ Every thing 
may be prefumed (faid he) of a fubjefl pofieffed of a 
“ notion that he depends lolely on himfelf. It fuffices 
that the place which the Cardinal de Bouillon is at 
D d i prefenc 
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** prefent dazzled with, appears to him inferior to fi's 
birth and talents. He will think every means jufti. 
fiable to obtain the'firft place in the Church, when he 
contemplates the fplendor nearer.” 

Thus while they were fentencing the Cardinal de 
Bouillon, and giving orders to have him thrown into the 
prifon of the Conciergerie if he could be laid hold of 
they were in dread of his mounting a throne which is 
confidered as the firft in the world, by thofe of the ' 
tholic religion V and which, at that time, uniting with 
the enemies of Louis XIV. might revenge itfelf ftiH 
more than Prince Eugene. The arms of the Chu’^ch 
could do little of themfelves, but could do a great deal 
then, with the affiftance of Auftria. 


CHAP. XXXIX. 

Difpiites upon the Ceremonies of the Chinefe, How thfi 
^lan-els contributed to have the Chrijiian Religion pro- 
fcribed in China. 

I T was not fuflicient for the difguiet of our mind?, 
that we difputed at the end of fcventcen hundred 
years upon the articles of our own religion, but we mull 
likewifc introduce intoour quarrels thofe of the Chinefe, 
This difpute, however, was not produftiveof any gieat 
difturbances ; but it fervedmore than any other todu- 
raftcrife that bufy, contentious, and jarring fpirit, which 
prevails in our climates. 

The Jefuit Matthew Ricci had been one of the firil 
miffionaries to China, at the end of the feventeenth cen- 
tury. The Chinefe were then, and ftill are, almoft ti c 
fame in philofophy and literature, that we were two hun- 
dred years ago. The veneration they have for theif 
ancient mailers makes them afraid of palling certain 
bounds, A progrefs fn the Iciences is the work ot tun 

and 


* The Parliament Gaol. 
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and a daring genius : but morality and policy being , 
xnore cafy tq comprehend than the Tciences, and thefe 
being brought to perfedion amongft them before the 
other arts,* it has happened that the Chinefe, who have 
centinued above two thoufand years within the fame 
limits they had at firft attained, have continued but mid- 
dling proficients in the fciences ; and are the firft people 
in the world in morals and policy, as well as the moft 
ancient. 

After. Ricci, many other J«fuits found the way into 
this vaft empire; and by the help of the European 
fciences, they fecretly fcattered fome feeds of Chriftia- 
nity amongft the children of that people, whom they 
took care to inft.ru6t whenever they had an opportunity. 
Some Dominicans, who were joined in this miffion, ac^ 
cufed the Jefuits of permitting idolatry, whilft they 
preached up Chriftianity. This was a delicate pointy 
as well as the condud to be obferved in China. 

The laws and tranquillity of this great empire are 
founded on the moft natural, and, at the fame time, the 
moft facred of all righrs, the refped of children to their 
parents. To this relpeft they jowi that which they owe 
to their firft matters in morality, and efpecially to Con- 
tut-zec, or Confucius, as we call him, an ancient Phi- 
lofopher, who had caught them the principles of virtue 
iix hundred years betore the foundingof Chriftianity. 

Every family aflembles itfelf in private on certain 
days, to honour their anceftors ; and the learned meet 
publicly to honour Con-fut~zce. They proftrate them-* 
fdves according to their manner of fainting their fupe- 
riorc, which was formerly Called adoration throughout 
dl Afia. They burn wax tapers and frankincenle. 
The Cohos, to whom the Spaniards have given the name 
of Mandarins, twice a-year kill animals, near the hall 
^hcre Con-fut-zec is honoured, and afterwards fealt 
upon them. Are thefe ceremonies idolatrous, or arc they 
tuerely civil inftitutions ? Do they hereby acknowledge 
ineir parents and Con-fut-zec for deities.? or arc they 
^ven invoked only as our faints ? Is this, in Ihort, a po- 
etical cuftorn, which fome fupcrftitiobis Chinefe abufe ? 

D d 3 Thefe 
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Thefe were queflions that could not becafily cleared up 
in China by ftrangers, and which we are unable todecide> 
in Europe. ' 

The Dominicans laid an account of the cuftoms of the 
Chinefe before the Inquifuion of Rome, in 1645. Th^ 
Holy Office, from their reprelcntation, forbad the ufe 
of thele ceremonies till the Pope flaould give his 
decifion. 

The jefuits defended the caufe of the Chinefe and. 
their ceremonies, which, in their opinion, could not be 
forbidden, without for ever barring the entrance againft 
Chriftianity in an empire fo jealous of its cuftoms. 
They prefented their rcafons on this head. The Inqui- 
lition in 1656 permitted the literati to revere Con-fut- 
zee, and the Chinefe children to honour their anceftors; 
butprotefted at the fame time againft all fuperftition, if 
there was any. 

While the affair remained thus undecided, the mif 
fionaries always divided, and the caufe foliciting at Rome 
from time to, time, the Jefuits at Pekin infinuated them- 
lelvTs i'o far into the efleem of the Emperor Camhi, by 
their mathematical kno\Vledge, that this Prince, renown- 
ed for his virtue and goodnefs, permitted them at 
length to cxercife their office of miffionaries, and teach 
Chriftianity publicly. But here it may be ncceffary to 
obferve, that this Monarch, fo defpotic, and grandfon 
to the Conqueror of China, was neverthelefs lo fubjeft 
by cuftom to the laws of the empire, that he could not 
by his own authority alone permit the exercife of Chril- 
tianity, but was obliged to folicit one of the Tribunals 
on chat head j and he himfclf* drew up two petitions, in 
the name of the Jefuits. At laft, in 1692. Chriftianity 
was permitted in China, through the indefatigable pains 
and addrefs of the Jefuits alone. 

There is at Paris a houfc eflablilhcd for foreign mif 
fionarics. borne Priefts of this Society were then in 
China. The Pope, who fends apoftolic vicars into 
the countric^-which they call the regions of infidelity, 

made choice of a Prieftof this fraternity, named Magrot, 

to go and prefide as vicar in the Chinefe miffion, ^nd 

^ ^ aavc 

t) 
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<Tave him the Biflhopric of Conon, a little Chinefe Pro- 
vince in This Frenchman, thus become a 

Bilhop in China, declared not only the rites performed 
for the dead, fuperftitious and idolatrous, but allb pro- 
nounced their learned men Atheifts. This was the opi- 
nion of all’, the French Puritans. The lame men, who 
fo much exclaimed againft Bayle, who blamed him fo 
much for having faid that a republic of Atheifts might 
liibfift, and who had written fo much to prove fuch a 
Commonwealth impoftible, coolly aflerted, that this very 
eftabliflimenc flouriftied at China, in the wifeft of Go- 
vernments : fo that the Jefuits had now more to do to 
ftruggle againft their bfother-miftionaries, than againft 
the mandarins and the people. 

They reprefented to the Court of Rome, that it was 
not confiftent that the Chinefe fhuuld be at once atheills 
and idolaters, It was urged againft theie learned men, 
that they admitted only matter; but then the difficulty 
was to account for their invoking the fouls of their de- 
ceafed anceftors, and that of Con-fut-zee. One of thofc 
charges evidently deftroyed the other, unlefs it was pre- 
tended that they admitted contradiflions in China, as is 
fo frequently done among us. But it was ntceffary to 
be well acquainted wiph their language and manners, to 
reconcile this feeming contradiction. The procefs of 
the empire of Cliina remained along time before the 
Court of Rome ; and in the mean time the Jefuits were 
attacked on all fides. 

Father Lc Comte, one of their moft learned miffiona- 
ties, had feid in his Memoirs of China, “ That this peo- 
ple had preferved for t\yo thoufand years, the know- 
ledge of the true God ; that they facrificed to the 
“ Creator m the moft ancient temple of the world ; and 
that China had praCtilcd the pureft IclTons of morali- 
“ ty, when Europe remained in error and corruption.*^ 
We have fecn that this Nation goes up, by an au- 
thentic hiftory, and by a fucceflion of thirty-fix calcu- 
lated cclipjfes of the fun, even beyond the in which 
wc generally place the deluge. The learned men of 
that Nation have never Jiad any other religion than the 
P d 4 adoration 
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adoration of a Supreme Being. Their worlhip was juf. 
ticc. They could not be acquainted with't^ fuccciiivc 
laws which God gavetto Abraham and to Mofes; nor 
the more perfed: law of the Meffiah^ which'remained 
fo long unknown to the nations of the Weft and Nortlx 
It is certain that Gaul, Geimany, England, and all the 
North, was plunged in the moft barbarous iddatiy, 
when the tribunals of the vaft empire of China culti- 
vated morality and the oblervanre of laws, at the &me 
time acknowledging one foie God, the iimpie worlhip of 
whom had never varied among them. 'I'be'.c evident 
truths were fufiicicnt to juftii]^ the expreffions of the 
Jefuit Le Comte ^ but as there \vas fomewhat in thele 
aftertions which feemed to militate againft the rcaivcd 
notions, they were attacked in the Soi bonne. 

7 'he Abbe Boileau, brother to Defpreaux^, as ['jcira 
critic as his brother, and a greater enemy to the jclun^, 
declared, in 1700, this encomium on the Clrncle a di- 
refl bliiphemy. This Abbe Boileau was a man of a lively 
and peculiar genius, who wrote on the moft fciioiis and 
important fubjefts^in a humorous ftile. Ele was Author 
tl a book entitled ^ke Flagellants*^ and Ibme otlier 
pieces of the like kind, lie laid he wrote them in LaiiHy 
for fear of being ceniured by the Bijhops. lEs brother 
faid of hiiu, l liat if he had not been a Doctor oi the 
Sorbonne, he^v/ould have been a Doflorot the Italian 
Comedy/’ He declaimed violently againft the Jc- 
fuits and the Chinefe, and began by faying, “ 'I'liat the 
y encomiums on that people had Ihook his Chriili.tn 
brain.” The brains of the reft ot that Alfcmbly 
feemed to be not much lefs dilordcred. There \v\rc 
fome debates on the lubjed. A Doctor, namecl 
was of opinion that twelve of their brethren, ot the moil 
robuft conftitucions, ftiquld be ftnt upon the ipot 10 
inftru£t thcmfclvcs in every particular. The debae 
grew warm j but at. length the Sorbonne declared the 
cnccmiums given to the Chinefe, falfe, fcandalous, rallt, 
impious, and.f|ierctical. 

« lA .traaikeioig of this, work has been puhllilied :n Undr-n.-^ 

-l-his 
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This difpute, which was carried on with great warmth, 
inflamed th^f about the ceremonies *, and at length Pope 
Clement XL the year after, ferA a Legate to China. 
He chole'Thomas Maillard de Tournon, titular. patri- 
;frch of Antioch, who could not atrive in. China till 
170^. The Court'of Pekin were, till that time, wholly 
it:fnorant that they had been under trial at Rome and 
Paris. I'he Emperor Camhi at firft received , the Pa- 
rt iarch de Tournon with great kiridneh. But how 
erreat vvnsiiis furprize, when he underilood by the Le- 
gate’s interpreters, that the Chriliiaiis who preached their 
religion in his empire, djd not agree amonglhhemfelves,^ 
and'^that this Legate was come to decide a difpute, of 
which the Courr of Pekin had never heard the lead: 
mencion. The Legate gave his Ma;efly to underhand, 
that all the milTionarics, except the Jefuits, condemned 
the ancient cuftoms of his empire, and even lufpedkd 
his Chinefe Majefly, and all the learned men of his 
Kingdom, to be Atheifts, who admitted only of a mate- 
rial heaven. Hetidded, that he had in his dominions 
the learned Biftiop of Conon, who would explain hhefc 
matters more fully, if his Majefty would condelcend to 
give him a hearing. The Monarch found his lurprize 
encreafe, when he was informed that he had Bifhops in 
his empire; but the Reader will not be lels io, when he 
finds this Prince earned his indulgence io tar as to per- 
mit the Bifhop of Conon to come to Ipe.ik to 
him againit his religion, the cuftoms of his country, and 
even againft himfclf. The Bifliop of Conon was ad- 
mitted to an audience. Pie was very little acquainted 
With the Chinefe language. The Krnperor began by 
aflcinghim the meaning of four charaiiilers which we:c 
inlcribed in gold over hjs throne. Maigroc could read 
only two ; but he malintained that the words 
which the Emperor had wriiten in his pocket-book, did 
not fignity jfdore the Lord of Heaven. 1 he Emperor had, 
the patience to explain to him, that it was the prcciic 
meaning of thefe words and even tondeiiXMided to en- 
ter int^ a Ipng arguiiiynt, in which he vindicated the 
honours paid to the dead. 'The B iliop rtmuned in- 
flexible ; 
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flexible-, and it may well be believed that the Jefuits 
had more intcreft at Court than he. 

The Emperor, who? by the laws, might 'have put 
him to death, contented himIcU with only banilhiag 
him i and pafled an ordinance, that all the European* 
willing to remain in his Empire, Ihould, for the future, 
be obliged to take his letters at proreftion,’ and 
undergo an examination. 

As for De Tournon, the Legate, he had orders to 
quit the capital. As foon as he got to Na:)kin he 
publilhed a mandate, entirely condemning all the 
Chinefe rites in regard to the dead, and forbidding the 
uflng that expreflion which the Emperor ufed to lignify 
the God of Heaven. 

The Legate upon this was baniflied to Macao *, of 
which the Chinefe always retain the fovereignty, though 
they permit the Portugucle to have a Governor theie. 
Whilft the Legate was in his confinement here, the 
Pope lent him a hat ; but this only ferved to make him 
die a Cardinal, for he ended his days there in 1710. 
The enemies of the Jefuits laid his death to their charge. 
It was fufficient if they imputed his banilhment to 

them. , 

Thefe divifions among ftrangers who came into the 
Empire, on pretence of inftrufting it, greatly dilcredited 
the religion they preached. It fuffered ftill more when 
the Court, who began to ftudy the Europeans more 
nearly than heretofore, dilcove.'cd, that not only 
'Miflionarics were thus divided, but that likewife among 
the Merchants who traded from Canton, there were 
fevcral feds fworn enemies to each other. 

The Emperor Camhi died in 1724. He was a Prince 
fond of all the Arts of Europe. The inoft learned 
jeluits had been fent to him, who by their iervice 
merited his affeftion, and obtained from him, as 
been already obferved, the permiflion to cxercile an 
publicly teach the Chriftian Religion. 


• A City ih China, in the Province of Canton, 
puefe have been in poffeffionof a Settlement lor above two 
^ranjUtor, jjis 
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His fourth fon, Yont-ching, nominated by him to 
the empire, in prejudice of his elder brothers, took 
pofleffion jof the throne without* a murmur from the 
difinherirfJ Princes. Filial piety, which is the bafis 
of this renders it a crime and a reproach in all 

the rankj^of life, to complain of the lad will of a 
father.^^ 

The yw Emperor Yont-ching furpaffed his father 
in a lov^ fpr the laws, and of the public good. No 
Emperor encouraged agriculture more. He^carried his 
attention to this firft of arts fo far, as to raife to the 
rank of Mandarin of the, eighth order, in each Province, 
thofe hufbandmen who fliould be judged by the Magi- 
ftrates of their Cantons, the mod diligent, the mod 
indudrious, and the honeded men; not that fuch 
ploughmen were to relinquilh a vocation in which 
they had fucceeded, to exercife the functions of judica- 
ture, which they were ignorant of ; they dill remained 
hufbandmen, but with the title of Mandarin they had 
a right to fit in the prefence of the Viceroy of the 
Province, of eating at the fame table with him ; and 
their names were written in gold le’ttcrs in the public hall. 
’Tis faid that this regulation, fo different from our 
manners, and which, perhaps, reproaches them, dill 
fubfids. 


This Prince made an order, that throughout the 
whole extent of the empire no perfon fhould be put 
to death before the criminal procefs had been tranfmitted 
to him, and even prefented thrice. Two reafons which 
were the motives of this edift, are as refpeftable as the 
rule itfelf. One was, the confideration that fhould ever 
be had of a man’s life ; and the other, the tendernefs 
fliould have of his people. 

He had large magazines of rice edablifhed in all the 
rovinces, upon iuch a plan of ceconomy as pre- 
ventccl them from being a charge upon the people, and 
ecured thern for ever agarnlt famine. The whole 
ancf fports and padimes, 

of L* gratitude raifed triumphal arches In honour 
im. But Ji-e exJioriPd them by a proclamation to 

give 
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give over their expenfive exhibition;;, whicli broke in 
upon that cerpnomy he was endeavouring to eftablilh, 
and forbad them to conftrud any monument^ to him! 
“ When I have done ^ood ” laid he in his Refer ict to the 
Mandarins, “ it %vas not in order to acquire a tto re-pu, 
“ tqtion. I would have my people happ)\ J -iiild ha-ee 
“ them better^ that they Pmtld ftdfd all iheir dul^\^;yntji 
“ are the foie moi^uments I ■will accept 1 

Such was this Emperor, and unfortunately ilwas he 
who proferibed the Chridian religion. I'he Jefiits had 
already feveral public churches in China, and even 
Tome of tiie Princes of the royal blood had received 
baptifm. The Government began to fear fome danger- 
ous innovations in the State. The troublts whidi 
happened in Japan made a greater imprelfion on their 
rtiinds, than the purity of Chriilianity, too generally 
unknown, could pofiibly do. It was known, that 
cxadtly at that very time, tire difputcs which exafpcratol 
tire Miflionaries of the difterent orders againll each 
other, had caviled the extirpation of the Chnftian 
religion in Tpnquin ; and the lame difputes, which 
made greater dillurbanees in Ciiina, let all the tribunals 
againll thole who commg abroad to preacli their law, 
were not agreed among themltives about the law itfcll. 
Finally, it was difcov'eied, that at Canton there wer» 
Dutch, Swedes, Danc.s, and frnghlh, who, thongli 
Chriftians f, did not allpw themlelvcs to be ot the fame 
religion .with tlic Clmflians of Macao. 

“ All thefc confidcrations, united, determined the Su- 
preme Tribunal of the Rites to forbid the cxerciie ot 
Chriilianity, The arret was carried January lo, i;2t, 
but without any (ligma, witlioiit annexing tcvcrc 
penalties, or without the ieaft offennve word thiown 
out agaiijlt the MifiionarieSi nay, the very arret rccom- 
piended it to the Emperor to retain at Pekin ” 
them who could be ufcful in the mathematics. 1 


* Wliile I wps tranllaling this charaaer, niy mind war t'"''-'' ■; 
pn the firefent Emperor of Germany who is undoubtedly t- p’* 

\ ont-ching of Europe. ‘Truijatcr, 

t Proteftants, ’ X ir^ijuTdr 
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Emperor confirmed the arret, and ordered, by his cdift, 
that the MifiTionaries fliould be fent bax:k to Macao, 
attended by a Mandarin, who' ll'iould accommodate 
them oe the way, and prevent them from receiving 
any inliit. Thefe were the very words of the edift. 

He ktit fome of them with him •, among others the 
JefuiA^ed Parennin, whofe praifg^I have already 
fpokenl*, a man diftinguilhed for .Mifenow ledge and 
the go<|rd fenfe of his charaftcr, aipprho fpoke the 
Chinefc and Tartarian languages perfeAly. He was 
neceffary, not only as an interpreter, but as a mathe* 
macician. He is prin<;ipally known among us, by the 
wife and inftruftive anfwers upon the fciences of China, 
to the learned difficulties of one of our greateft philolb* 
phers. 

This Monk poffeffed the favour of the Emperor 
Camhi, and ftill prtferved that of Yont-ching. if any 
one could have faved the Chriflian religion, it was he. 
He obtained, along with two other Jefu its, an audience 
of the Prince who was brother to the Emperor, and 
was appointed to examine the arret, and to make a 
report. Earennin related carfdidly the anfwer they 
received. The Prince, who protefted them, laid, 
“ Your bufinefs embarrafles me. I have read the 
“ accufations brought againfl: you. Your continual 
“ difputcs with other Europeans on the Rites of China 
“ have done you infinite harm. What would you 
lay Ihould we go over to Europe, and aft the fame 
pare that you have done here ? Speak honellly, would 
you luffer it ?” 

It was difficult to reply to fuch a fpeech. However, 
they prevailed on the Prince to Ipeak to the Emperor 
m their fiivour ; and when they were admitted to the 
foot of the throne, the Emperor told them, in Ihort, 
that he fliould fend back all thofe who (tiled themfelvcs 
IVliffionaries, We have already reported his words: 

you have been able to vnpofe uj)on my 
“ expeif not to mpofe upon me f .** 

• See the FjTay on th^ Man^en, 
t See the on tbi Manners, 

No^ 
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Notvvithrtanding tfi’e wife orders of the Emperor 
fome Jefuits returned fecretly into fome of the Pro’ 
vinces, under* the fucceflbr of the celebrated Yoht- 
ching, and were condemned to death for having fo 
manifeftly violated the laws of the empire; j^as^vc 
execute in France the Huguenot Preachers yP come 
to make difturbances in the Kingdom, in fpnjp of the 
orders of the Kite. This rage for making ^Ar^ifilytcs 
is a dii'eafe pe'CTHBp to our climates, as has beeit already 
remarked ; it nW ever been unknown in the* Uppei 
Afia Thefe people never fent Miffionaries into Europe, 
and our nations are the only ones who are for extendino 
their opinions as well as their* commerce to the two 
extrennties of the globe. 

The Jefuits even occafioned the deaths of many 
Chinefe, and^particularly of two Princes of the Blood 
who favoured them. Were they not very unhappy to 
travel from the end of the world to fow difeord in the 
Royal Family, and caide two Princes to undergo an 
ignominious death ? They' thought to render their 
inidion reipc^table in Europe, by pretending that 
Heaven had declared itfclf on their fide, and had made 
four erodes appear in tlie elouds, above the horizon of 
China. 1 hey have got the figures of thefe croiles 
engraven in their Lettres Edifiantes et Curieufes : but it 
God had a mind to convert China to Chrifliaiiity, 
would he think it fufficient to fend erodes into the air, 
or would he not rather have imprinted them on the 
.hearts of the Chinefe ? 
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C H A F. I. 

^he State of Europe^ on the Death of Louts XIE. 

W E have given to Ibme extent an idea of the Age 
of Louis XIV.; an Age of great men, of the 
fine arts, and ot politcnels. It was marked, cis 
true, like all others, by calamities botir public and pn-^ 
vate, which are infcparable irom human nature; but all 
that could conlole men. in the milery ot this iceble and 
penlhable ftate, kerned to be laviihed on this aura. 

Let us now fee what followed this reign; tempelluous 
in the commencement; ihimngwitlt the greateif lullre 
during hity years ; blended afterwards with great advei- 
fities, and Ibme good fortune; and concluding in a iad- 
nels gloomy enough, after having begun in factious tur- 
bulency. 

Louis XV. was left an orphan, at a time s.-. t, 
>vhen it would have been too tedious, dillicult, 

^nd dangerous, to aflenible the general eltates ot the 
VoL, IIL B Kingdom, 
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Kingdom, to regulate the pretenfions made to the re, 
gcncy. I'he Parliament of Pans h:id formerly given ic 
to two Qiicens ^ *, tli»v gave it now to the DuLe of Qi. 
leans. I’hey had let a fide the tellament of Louis Xll[ , 
they now fet afide that of his fuccelTor Louis ^\\\ 
Philip, Duke of Orleans, grandfon of France, was tic- 
dared abfolute mafter, by the very Parliament he foon 
after fent into exile f, 

* Mary de Mcdicis, and Anne of Aiiriria Trctnjlator'. 
f The author of the pretended Memoir., (if Madame Maintcnon,and()f 
the notes iiil'ert<’d by Beaumelle in h»s edition of the Age of XIV. 
pnbllllied at Frankfoit, has boldly adv.^nced that the great hall of the 
palace wa.s, on this occafion, filled with oflicers, who had ariiib enn- 
cealed under then clothes. This is not true ; 1 was ]n)felf there, and 
law many more lawycis than cith'-r olheers or othe r people, I Ikio 
was not the lead appearance of paity, much lefs of tumult. It had 
indeed been ti\e greated folly to inlioduce parti/, ms with concealed 
arms, to irritate the minds of the people, who were then ui.ixerlallv 
difpofcd in favour of the Duke of Orleans. 'J'heie was on!)' a de* 
tachntc’ic (d French and Swifs guards on duty about the pnlate, 

Tihi^ flory of the great hail’) bemg lilled with armed oiliceis, is 
take", from the Memo-rs (;f the Regency and the Life of Philip Duke 
of Orleans ; contemptible pioductions printed in Holland, and re* 
plcte with fa] ihood. 

'JTic author of de Maintenonk Memoirs tells us, that 'I'lie Prefi- 
dent Luberl, the firll PicfulcTit de Maifons, and many other Mciii- 
bers of the Aflcmbly, were ready to declare againll the Duke of 
Orleans.” It is true, there was at that time a Prefident de I ub:rt; 
But he w'as only a Prefident adx Fnquetes ; an o5ice wdiich does not 
intermeddle with public affairs. He had never been flrfl Prefident da 
Maifons. Jt was Claude de Mefmes, by name d’Avaux, who then 
enjoyed that department. M. dc Maifons, brother-in dav\ toMaillul 
Villars, was Prefident a mortier, and fbongly attached to the Duke 
of Orleans. It was at his very houfe tliat the Marquis de Canlib« 
and fome other confidents of the Prince, had fettled the plan of tli« 
legrncv. 'i'o him alfo was promifedthe place of Keeper of tlu' Seih; 
but he died ('‘on after, d'iielc aie kimwn fani^, to wdneh I iii}lt?^( 
w'as witnefs, and which are recorded m the manu(» n]H Memoiis of 
Marlhal Vhllars. 'The compiler of the Memoirs of Maintenouoh 
ferves on th s occafion, that in the treaty of Kalladt, entered into hv 
Marfiial V illais and Prince Eagene, “ there were certam 
*' arl.cicb by which the Duke of Orleans was excluded the thiouc. 
Thifi ib falfcand abfurd ; there was no fcciet article m ilu’ tieaty o 
Fafladt, which was an autiicutic ticatv of peace, huelt ficict 
aie mleried onlyin treaties uni«ng confcdnatei, who aie driiiees ^ 
concealing the tenor of tlnur conventions from the [uthllc. i o 
dude the X.mkeol O/lcaiu fiow the tljiuue, would liatc Lccu to give, 
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The better to comprehend by what blind fatality the 
affairs of this world are governed, it is ncceffary to re^ 
mark, that the Ottoman Kmpire, which might have at- 
tacked that of Germany, during the tedious war of 
1701, waited for the concliilion of the general peace., 
to make war on Clirillendom. In 17J5, the Turks 
e:ifily made themfelves maflers of Tcloponnefus, which 
the celebrated Morofini, furnamed the Peloponncfiac, 
had taken from them, toward the end of the feventeenth 
century, and which was lert in the pofTeffion of the Ve- 
netians at the peace of Carlowitz. I'he L’mperor, who 
was guarantee of tliattreaty, was hence obliged to de- 
clare himlMf againft the Turks. Prince Eugene, who 
had formerly beaten them at Zante palfed the Danube, 
and gave battle, near Peterwaradin, to the Grand Vizir 
Ali, favourite of Sultan Achmet the Third, and ob- 
tained a moil fignal vElory. 

Though the relation of particular circumftances does 
not enter into a general plan of hiilory, we cannot omit 
here an account of the fignal bravery of a French officer, 
celebrated for h:s reruaikable adventures. Count Bon- 
neval, who, upon lome dildgreenvmt with the Miniitry, 
had quitted the fervice of h ranee, was then a Major- 
(jeneral under Prince Eugene, and happened in this 
battle to find himlelf lurrounded bv a numerous body 
or Janilfaries. With the afiiilance only of two hundred 
men oi his own regi.uent, ne wuhltood the attack of the 
Purks, above an hour ; and being difabled by the firoke 
of a lance, was earned olf by ten foldiers, all that 
remained of his corps, to the victorious army. 

1 he lame man, at that time baniihed from hdance, re- 
tUiiied afterwards, and was publicly mairied at Paris*, 

in cafe of accident, the Crown of France to Philip V. of !^pain, com^ 
fctitor of the Kinpcror Charles VI. irh whom th.U treaty was made. 

I'ii hud been to dcllroy the wiude labra rf the peace oi Utic.ht, to 
'vt cl) loanee had ^iven the llnilhinj; iF.ohe ; it would li.^ve been an 
nit to the Fiapnor, and ilie deiliintio i of ihc balance of po ^er in 
'nuipo. can be mote .iblmd t.u 1 thi* lu^s^cllioa. {’''cimte, 

^01 IQand ol the iMcduenanean. 
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fume years after which he repaired to Conflaiuinoplc 
turned Mufiulfnan, and died a Bafliaw. 

I’he Grand Vizir AYi was mortally wouruled in this 
battle and as the manners of the Turks were not thca 
civilized, he gave orders before liis death for the i>iaf 
facre of one of the Emperor’s generals, who had been 
taken prifoner 

Prince liugene bcfieged Belgrade the following 
year, in which place was a garrifon of near fifteen 
thoufandmen. At the fametime he found himfelf befieged 
byan innumerable body of Turks, v/hoadvanced towards 
his camp and entrenched themfcjves around him. Find- 
ing himlelf in the fame fituation as Ctefiir at the fieg- 
of Alefia, he extricated himfelf in the lame manner, by 
fird beating the enemy in the Ikdd, anti then taking thr 
town. FIiS army was in the moll imnainent danger of 
delfrutflion *, but military difcipline triumphed over la- 
perior numbers and undifciplined valour. 

This Piincc carried his gloiy to the higheft pitch 
by the ]UMce of Paifarowitz, whicli gave BelgMtie 
and dkmefwar to the Emperor ; but the Venetians, fur 
whofe fake the war originally commenced, were aban- 
doned, and irretrievably loft their pofTcnions in Gieeie. 

I'ltefacc of affairs underwent as great a change arra.-ng 
the Cl'.riilian potentates. The union and gocxl untlcr- 
ftanding between France and Spain, which luul a[g)eared 
lb formidable, and had fo much alarmed tlie ieveral 
States of Europe, was dcllroyeci as foon as theeges ol 
'Louis XIV. were doled. I'he Duke of Orleans, ffc- 
gent (jf France, though irrcpioaehablc with regard to 
his iulieiCudc fur the lervice of his ward, behaved as \i 
he himfelfwas to fucceed to the throne. IF* entered 
into a llrid alliance with England, the reputed natiiial 
enemy oLFrcuue, and came to an open rupture with tlu 
Spanilh branch of the 1 loufc of Bourbon. On the oth^i 
hand, Phil'p the F'lftli, who had renounced the Crown 
of France by the peace, exc.ted, or rather lent hisnaim* 

f Ilia name was Ercuncr. . 
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tor exciting, feditions in France, which might poffibly 
procure him the regency of a country where h.e ( ouid 
not reign. Thus, after the death ( ' > XIV. ail 
th-^itws, all the negociatloiib, and ' '’em of 

politics bciaime changed in his own i'amily, ana ■' ng 
all the other Princes. 

Cardinal Albcroni, fird Mi: iller Sp.dn. toe!' ’t into 
his head to overturn all t'urope, and was veiy mear ac- 
compbfbing his end. Me had in a few yenrs re-cdlabidli- 
edthe finances and troems of the Spanifh rnona'-edy, and 
formed the projedl of iccovcring Sardinia, i!ien .n die 
hands of the Emperor ; and Sicily, of which the Dukes 
of Savoy had been in jDOirdlion, ever fince the peace of 
Dtrecht. He was going to change the conllicution of 
England, in order to prevent any oppcdition to his de- 
fign ; and was on the point or raifing a civil war in 
France, with the fame view. r\t one and the fame time, 
he negociated wirh the Porte, the Czar Peter the Great 
of Rudia, and Charles XU. Me was on the point ot 
CiiinKun^)^ the T'urks to renew the war aLiainif the Em- 
jKior vvliile Charles XII. lecorw*ed by the Czar, wis in 
perfon to condued the Pretender toEaiglan I, and reilore 
him to the throne of his anc clfors. 1 hi'^ Cardinal ef- 
teeded an inlurreclion in Britany, and hivi alreafiy cauled 
a number of tioops, dilguiled like ialtd iuigglers, to 
mirch fecrecly under the conduct oi one Colincri. to jom 
tlie infurgents. The conlpiracv ot the Due fids ot 
Maine, Cardinal Polignac, and leveral others, was ripo 
tor execution. I'he intention was, if poliible, to leize 
the perfon of the Duke of Orleans, to dejnive him ot 
the regency, and to give it to Philip V. Kmg ot Spain. 
1 hiis C ardinal Alberoni, formerly the curate ot a petty 
Village near Parma, would have been at once Prime Mi- 
r^ifter of Prance and Spain, and have givca an entire 
new face to all Europe. 

An accident difappointed all theie valt projecds. A 
fimple courtezan at Pari*^ betrayed the conspiracy, which 
the moment it was dilcovered became uupractu able. 

Phis aftair dtlerves a detail, which may fhew how the 
idOil trifling incidents become otien deciding Cicllnnes. 

B 3 The 
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The Prince dc Cellamare, Ambafiador from Spain to 
Paris, had the* whole cpnduft of this confpiracy. 
had in his train the young Abbcde Porto-Carrero, who 
was lerving his apprenticelhip in politics and pleah^^fe. 
A common woman, named Fillon^ formerly a girl of the 
town in the loweft clafs, become fincea noted proc urefs^ 
fjpplicd girls to this young man. SJie had long 
Abbe du Bois, then Secretary of State for foreign afiairs, 
afterwards Cardinal and Prime Minifter, in the fame ca- 
pacity. But he employed lur now in a new department. 
She inllrufttd one of her nimble fingered pupils, who 
dole fome important papers, alofig with a few Bank 
bills, out of Abbe Carreroks pockets. The bills Ihe 
kept hericlf, but the letter's were carried to the Duke of 
Orleans, and afforded light fuflicient to detect the con- 
fpiracy, tho’ not enougli to difeover the entire plan. 

The AbOc PoHo-Can'cro hav.ng mified his papers, 
and not being able to find the girl, inllaiitl) let out for 
Spain ; but was purfued, and arreflcd near Poitiers. 
The fclicme of the plot was found in his portmantiia, 
with lonie letters from the Prince de Cellamare. 1 he cc- 
fign was to caule a part of the Kingdom to revolt, and 
excite a civil war ; anti what is very remarkable, the 
Ambalfador, while he talks of feiting fire to magazines 
of gunpowder, and the Ipnnging of niiiies, fpeaksalio or 
the JAvV/c mercy. And to whom was he addrefling hin> 
felf To Cai'dinal Albeioni, a nnn .is miuli penetrated 
with the divine mci cy,, as Cardinal du Bois his coinp'etitjr. 

Alberoni, at the fame time that he was to overthrow 
France, meant to place the pretended ion of King James 
on the Throneof England, by theafiiilanceofCharicsXll ’ . 
Charles was killed in Norway, but Alberoni was not dil- 
couraged. lie had provided himldf with fo many re- 
fourccs, tli'Jt fome part of his projeds had begun already, 
to take tffed. 1 he fleet he liad fitted out made a deicent 
on Sardinia, in the year 1717, and in a tew days re- 
duced it under fubj'dion to Spain *, and foon alter he 
got poflirflion of almoll all Sicily. 

• He ha^ toltl ub fo a very few paragraphs before. IVir. VoltAoe 
forget! himfclf often, as Cervantes doci.' He has not his iv//, bat lus 
tJtemory. Traftjlutor, 
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But Alberoni not being able to fucceed, eiilier in pre- 
venting the Turks concluding a paice with the Kmpcror 
Charlc^VL or in exciting the intended civil wars in 
Fran^ and England, fixw all at once the Emperor, the 
Regent of France, and King George I. united againft 

Regent of France, in concert with the Englilh, 
made war on Spain : fo that the firtl war undertaken by 
Loirs XV. was againft his uncle, whom Louis XIV. 
had at the expence of fo much blood, eftabiifned on his 
throne. This was in fad a kind of civil v/ar. 

The King of Spain had taken care to have the three 
flowers-de-luce painted on all the colours of his army. 
The fame duke of Berwick who had won fo many battles 
toeftablifh his throne, now commanded the French 
army. The Duke of Liria, his Ton, was a general 
officer in the Spanifh fcrvicc. The hither exfxorted his 
Ion, in a very pathetic letter, bravely to difcharge his 
duty againft himlclt. The Abbe Dubois, atterwards 
Cardinal, a child of fortune like Alberoni, and equally 
hngular in his charader, diredeJ the whole enterprize. 

It was La Motte Lloudart who drew up the manitefto, 
which was never figned. 

The Englifli fleet obtaining a vldory over that of 
Spain near Mefllna, the fehemes ot Cardinal Alberoni 
were all difconcerted ^ and this Minifter, who but flx 
months before was admired as the greateft ftaiefman in 
the world, was looked upon, ever after, as a rafh and in* * 
confidcrate projedor. The Duke of Orleans would noE 
make peace with Philip V. but on condition that he 
ffiould difmifs his Minifter; and he was delivered by the 
King of Spain to the French troops, which condudeJ 
him to the frontiers of Italy^. 

•This fame man being afterwards legate at Bologna, 
and having no power to fubvert Kingdoms, emploveA 
his leilure in attempting to rum tiie little RepuoLc ot 
St. Marino. 

The refult of all his great cleflgns, however, proved 
that Sicily was agteed to be gnen to the Emperor 
^ ^ Cluriei 
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Charles VI. and vSardinia to the Dukes of Savoy 
whonhave polTeflld that Ifland ever fince, nnd now 
bear the title of KingS of Sardinia. But the Houk oi 
Auftria has loll the Kland of Sicily. 

Thefc public events are fuflieicntly known ; biu^hat 
is not, and yet is very certain, is that when the Recent 
wanted to make it a condition of peace, that his daiHi, 
ter, Madcmoifelle de Montpenfier, fliould marry the 
Prince of the Alhirias, Don Louis, and that the Infanta 
of Spain Ihouid be given in marriage to the Kiir^ of 
France, he could not elled his defign without apolyin^r 
to the jefuie d’Aubanton, Confefibr of Philip V. 'J'liis 
Jeluir prevailed on the King of Spain to confent to this 
double marriage; but it was on condition that the Duke 
of Orleans, who had declared hindelf againfl: the 
Jeluits, Ihould become their protector, and catilc 
the Conditution to be regdlered. He proniifcJ ir.^ 
and kept ms word. Such arc often the fecrec 
Iprings of great revolutions, both in church and 
it ate. 

This affair was managed folely by the Abbe Dubois, 
intended Arehbdhop of Cambray,and m effect pmeureu 
him his Carciinal’s hat. He caufed the bull to be iiiv 
plicitly regiilered, as has been already faid, by the 
gran i Council, or rather in fp.co of the grand Coiinc;], 
by the Princes of the blood, the Dukes and Peers, the 
Marfhals of France, the Counlellors of State, the Maftcis 
of the Requeftss ; and particularly by the Chancellor 
*d*Agueflcau himlelf, who had fo long oppolcd its ac- 
ceptance. 1 he Abbe Dubois obtaiRcd even a recanta- 
tion from Cardinal de Noailles. The Regent of h ranee 
found himlelf by this intrigue connc<flcd for lonie time 
in the fame interclks with the Jefuit d’Aubanton. 

Phdip..V. began to be attacked by a melancholy, 
which, joined to his devotion, led him to renounce thfe 
cares of a throne, and to rcfign his crown to liis elcldl 
foil, Don Louis ; a ticfign which he afterwards put in 
execution, in*thc year 1724. '1 his Iccret he impatim 

to d’Aubanton, who tiembled to think he fliould lole all 
bis power when his penitent would be no longer niaftcr ; 



3nd that he fliould hs reduced lo follow liim into foli- 

^’^He revealed to the Duke of Orleans the confeiTionof 
Philip V. pot doubting but that Prince would exeit hiin- 
jelf to the u nioft, to prevent the King of Spain’s abdi- 
cation. Ti.e Regent had different views ; and was fa- 
tisfied with the pf* .fperl (.1 feei-:g his fcn-in-law a King • 
and that a [efuiP who had fo much controuled his in- 
clinations in the affairs ot the Conftitution, fhould be no 
lono'er in a iiruation to preferibe conditions to him. He 
fent° d’Aubanton’s letter to the King of Spain. That 
Monarch very coolly (bewed it to his Confeffor, who 
fainted at the fight, and died in a fliort time after 


C H A P. , II. 

Contiuuaticn of the State of Europe. Regency of the Bake 
of Orleans. iSbe Syjiem of or Lafs f. 

OTHING could be more afioniniing to the feveral 
x\ Courts, of luirope, than to Re, feme time after, 
in the years 1724 and 172 5, Philip V. and Charles VI. 
formerly 10 mu^h at enmity with each other, now llricl:- 
ly united ; the coiirfe of pobtical affairs taking fo dif- 
ferent a turn from their natuial channel, that the Spa- 
nilh Miniftry ooverned the Court ot Vienna tor the 
fpace of a whole year. I'his Court, whole intention had 
ever been to prevent the Spanilh branch ot the Houle of 

* This faCl is attefted in the civil hirtv''ryof Spain, v.r.ttcn by Be!- 
jando, and printed by txi-)reb toniinifiion o! the bpanith Couit. 
t niay be found in the Libiaiy ot the Ccidel-ers rt baps. The 
readier may turn to p.aivc 306. p.iit the louiili. I have now the copy 
me. This perfidy of d’Aubanton, fa gx vies moie common 
Uian is generally imagined, is well knev.u to more than one of tha 
panifh grandees, who confirm it. Vouaire. 

t I do not know from what authority M. Voltaire h«s given us this 
lynonyma ; but as it is inferud in the text, 1 have let it Hand m the 
tf^naution. TranJhtQr, 
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Bourbon hav-ng accels to Italy, fuffered itfelf tube tb 
far diverted from it.s former views, as to receive a Ibn of 
Philip V. and of Elizabeth of Parma, his fecund wife^ 
into the very country, from wliich it had been hitl^rto 
defirous of excluding every Frenchman and Spaniard, 
The b.mperor conferred on this youngeft fon of his com- 
pctitor,thc inveftitureof Parma,Placcntia,and the Grand 
Duchy of Tufeany ; and though there was no vacancy 
in the fuccelTion to thofe eftates, Don Carlos took pof- 
fcflion of them, with fix thoufand Spaniards ; and it colt 
Spain but two hundred thoufjind piftoles given to 
Vienna. 

This error in politics committed by the Emperor, w.t? 
not one of thofe which may be called fortunate ; on the 
contrary, it coft him very dear in the fequel. Every 
thing was ftrange in this coalition ; it was an union be- 
tween twoHoul'es at r^utual enmity, who placed no con- 
fidence in each other-, it was the Englilh, who had done 
every thing in their power to dethrone Philip V. and had 
taken from him Gibraltar and Minorca, who were the 
mediators of this treaty; it was Dutchman, Rippci da, 
now become a Duke, and all-powerful in Spam, that 
was the petfon who figned it ; for which he was .a'tcr- 
wards dil'graced, and retired to end his days in the King- 
dom of Morocco, where he attempted to eitablilli aaerf 
religion. 

In the mean time, in France, the regency of the Duke 
‘of Orleans, which his fccret enemies, and the general 
difordcr of the finances, might have rendered the moll 
faiflious and turbulent of all regencies, had proved on 
the contrary the moft peaceable and happy. I hat ha- 
bit of obetlience which the French Nation had been 
ufed to under Louis XIV. was at once the Iccunty ot 
the Regent, and of the public tranquility. The coii- 
ipiracy, projeded at a dillancc by Cardinal Alberoni, 
and badly conducted in France, was fupprefled almoi 
as foon as formed. The Parliament, whicli, m thenm 
nority of Louis XIV. had caulcd a civil war about t 
difpolal of a dozen places in the Court ot 
and had annulled the tciUmicuts ot Louis 
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touis XIV. with lefs formality than they y^^oulJ have 
done the will of a private perfon,had fcarcely the liberty 
of making remonftrances when the nominal value of the 
ooin \^s raifed to thrice its former ftandard. The fo- 
Icmnity of their walking from the great hall to the 
Louvre, afforded only matter of raillery to the people. 
The inoft unjufl: edift that ever was made, that of re- 
ilraining every inhabitant in the Kingdom from keeping 
above five hundred livres in cafh by him at a time, ex- 
cited not the lead commotion. The total want of current 
fpecie for the ufes ot the ^public j a whole people pref- 
fing in crowds to an office, to receive the mont^y necef- 
faiy to procure the conveniencics of life, in exchange 
for notes cried down, with which France was over- 
whelmed *, a number of citizens prelled to death in this 
crowd, and their dead bodies carried by the populace 
before the royal palace •, produced not the lead appear- 
ance of fedition. Finally, the famous project of Law, 
which feemed calculated to ruin at once the Regency 
and the State, was, in faft, the fupport of both the one 
and the ocher ; and that by confequenccs which nobody 
had forefee n. 

Ihe covetoufnefs which it excited among perfons of 
all conditions, even from the lo'.velt of the people up to 
Magiftrates, Bilfiops, and Frinecs, diverted their minds 
fioin all attention to the public good, or to any political 
or ambitious view, by polfelfing them wholly with^hc 
Far of lols, and the hope of gain. It was a new and ex- 
traordinary kind of game, in which the whole people 
betting one againlt another. The gameders were 
too eager to lay down their cards to didurb the repofe of 
government. It happened, by means of an illufion, the 
prings of vTiich could be only vifiblc to the molt 
experienced eyes, that this Ichemc, chimerical as it 
was gave birth to a real commerce, and was the caufc 
t e revival oi- the Ealt-India Company, which had 
et on foot by the celebrated Colbert, ^nd ruined 
t e lucceeding wars. In a word, though a number 
pnvate fortunes were facfiliced, the Nation prefendy 
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became more rich and commercial. This })i(;j.ot c ih 
liglitcned m nds, as rthc civil wars whetted conra e 

It was an epidemical diftemper that fpread itfclf frofn 
France into Holland and England, and is well ikicrv. 
ing the attent on of pofterity. For it was not the po!i, 
teal interells of two or three princes that iiivolvcu 
whole kingdoms in confufion ; it was the people tlicm- 
lelvcs, who ran precipitately into a folly, that enriched 
fo many families at the expence of others, whom it re- 
duced to beggary. The origin of this phrenzy, pre. 
ceded and followed by fo man^ others, wes this. 

A Scotchman, named John Law whom we naaie 
John I .afs f, a man who had no other profedion tlkui 
that of a gamelicr and calculator of chances, having 
been obliged to liy from England for a murder, had 
long fince formed the plan of a Compaiay, that might 
pay off the debts of a nation by notes, and rcimbuiic 
itfclr by its profits. 1 his plan was very complicated, 
bur, coijfined wiilrn proper bounds, might have been 
nude very ufeful. It was an imitation of tlic Bank cf 
Englanei, audits E-uil-lndia Comp my. lie [iropeleJ 
it^ ellabliflmo nt firi'l to Victor Amadeus, Dukeoi fa* 
voy, aftcrvvaids tlie fiift king of S.mdiinu ; whi) rejccicd 
it, laying, he was not p.uwei 1 ul enougii to luiii liiiidki 
He propulcd It next to the C OmptK kero encial fCl- 
marets •, l:ut tins was during an unuiccclstul war, vvi.cs- 
public ciedo, winch was t!ic b..f:s of the Jyflciri, \\as 
deflroyed. 

At length, he found csery circumflance favourahk 
under the regency or the duke of Orleans ; the I’lc/ich 
nation had a debt uf two hundred millions to oiicharpc, 
the peace had left the g;overnment at knure, and both 
prince and ])eople were tond of novelties. 

In 1716, he clfabiifiicvl a bank in Ins own name, . k 
foon bccafne the gencuil fsKehequcr-oince lor the ic- 
venue of' the kingdom. It was united witli tiie ML 
fiffippi Company ^ a trading Company, trom winch 

* He is f.:! hive hccii the fun of .z (icldfaltin in tlit' Lilt' 
ywonoii- «a' tl.L- I'diuittf 

t b'fv tCj a j.i ::.J .0 auknait of :hi‘: chn-Uf r. J 
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apefted great advantages. Seduced by the allurements 
of gain, the public bought up the joint Itock of the 
Company and bank with great avidity. 

The wealth of the kingdom, which had been long 
confintfd in private hands, in diftruft of public credit 
now circulated in great profufion-, the notes in creafing 
that wealth in a double, a quadruple degree. France 
was in faft enriched by credit; while all ranks of 
people indulged themfclves in a luxury, which ex- 
tended even to her neighbours, who took a part in this 
kind of commerce. 

The bank was declared the king’s bank, in 171S, 
and took upon it the management of t!ie trade to Se- 
negal. It acquired alfo the privileges of the old Eaft- 
India Company, founded by the ^celebrated Colbert, 
which had fince fallen to decay, and given up its trade 
to the merchants of St. Malo. At length, it uigroired 
the farming of the national taxes. Every thing was 
now in the hands of the Scotchman Law, and the 
hnances of the whole Kingdom depended on a tradmg 
Company. ^ 


This Company appeared to be ’eft ah 11 Hied on fuch 
laige toundations, that a lliare in its (lock role to above 
twenty times its original value. The Duke of Orleans 
undoubtedly committed a great fault in leaving the 
public thus to iricli. It would have been eafy for Go- 
veinmenc to have given a check to this phrenzy ; but 
tie avarice ot the courtiers, and the h';pes of profiting 
^y this diibrdcr, prevented the putting a ftop to it. 
i he tiequent rile and fall^ of the Comp >ny’s ft )cks, af- 
orted an oj'portunity for oblcure perfons tv) make 
mimenle foi tunes; many of them becoming in a few 
^lonths richer than feveral princes. 

yen Law himfeit, deceived by his own fehen^e, and 
n o^cicated with the public tolly as well as his own, had 
t n'lany notes, that the chimerical value of 
valn^'^ * 7 19? ^^xceeded, iourfeore times, the real 
v‘ J coin of the kingdom/ The Go- 

paid allies annuitants in paper. 


But 



*4 


THE fiGR OF L 0 U 1 1 XV. 

Bat the Regent found himfclf incapable of mana^. 
ing fo immenfe and complicated a machine, the rapidity 
of whofc motion hurried him away, in fpiteof himfelf 
Tl>e late financiers and the great bankers, in conjunc- 
tion, exhaufted the royal bank, by drawing on it for 
confiderable Turns. Every one wanted to convert his 
notes into fpecie *, but the difproportion was enormous. 
Public credit dropc all at once. I'he Regent made an at- 
tempt to recover it by iffuing arrets, that efieftiially 
crulhed it. Nothing was olTered in payment but paper- 
fo that a real poverty began to fucceed a profufion ot 
imaginary riches. 

It was jijfi at this crifis that the ollice of comptrol 
ler ot the finances was given to Law ; a cnfis at which 
it was impolTible he Ihould fulfil the duties of it. 
This was in the year iyio\ the tcra of the rum 
all the private fortunes of individuals, and of the 
finances of the Kingdom. 

In a fhort time after, he was converted from a Scotch- 
man into a Frenchman, by naturalization •, from a 

f )rotefl:ant to a catholic j from a mere adventurer into a 
ord poffeiTed of the fineft landed eftate in the king- 
dom ; and from a banker into a minifter of ftate. 

1 faw him myfclf pafs through the galleries of the 
palace royal, followed by dukes and peers, marOrals ot 
France, and bdiiops. 

Dilordcr and confufion were at the utmoft height. 
The parliament of Pans made what oppofition it coold 
to thele innovations, and was bnniflied to Pontoifo. 

But i.aw hind'elf, loaded with the public execration, 
was tlie fame year obliged to fiy the country he had at- 
tempted to enrich, anu had eiuiicly ruined. He wont 
oft' in a poft chaile that was lent him by the duko ot 
Bourbon Londe, taking with him only about two 
fand louis-d’ors, almoil the whole that rciuaintcl 
fiis tranfiLory opulence. 

The libels of thuic times accul'e the Regent ot havofo 
engrofitd all the money of the Kingdom, to hiv^ 
purpolcs of his ambition-, though it is ceicain lio 
above levcn millions ol livrcs in debt. ^ . 
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Law was accufcd *af having fenc the French Ipecie 
out of the Kingdom, for his own emolument ^ yet it is 
certain that he lived fomewhereirt London, on the libe- 
rality of the Marquis de LafTay, and died at Venice in 
a little removed from indigence. I faw his widow 
at Bniffels, as much reduced and humbled, as flic had 
formerly been proud and haughty at Paris. Such in- 
ftances of reverfe of fortune arc not the leafl: ufeful 
objects in hiftory. 

During thefe tranlaftions the plague had defolaud 
Provence j there was a war witli Spain ; Britany was 
on the point of rebellion ; confpiracies were formed 
againfl: the Regent; notwithftanding all which he car- 
ried every point he aimed at, with fcarcely any trouble; 
both at home and abroad. The kingdom was in fuch 
a ftateof confufion, that every thing was to be dreaded; 
and yet this was the reign of pleafure and luxury. 

It was neceflary, after tlie failure of Law's projetfl:, 
to reform the Rate. An account and valuation were 
takert of the private fortunes of individuals ; an enter- 
prize not lei's extraordinary than the proic6i itfelf. This 
was indeed the greatcit and moll liifficult atchievement 
in the finances, as v/ell as of public jultice, that was 
ever attempted in any nation. It was begun toward 
the end of the year 1721-, being planned, digefted, 
and conduded, by lour brothers who had never be- 
fore had any connedion with public affairs, but whole 
genius and application deferved to be intrufted with the 
Wealth of the nation. 

They cftabliflicd a fuflicient number of offices for the 
Mafters of Requcils and other Judges they then laid 
down a clear and precife method of dealing up vhe 
chaos. Five hundred eleven thoufand and nine p-.rfons, 
niofl; of them fathers of families, bi ought theu whole 
orcunes in paper to this tribuned. All tltdc numerous 
c (s were liquidated at i'ik ium of near fixteen hun- 
^•■cd and thiity-one millions in ipccie, with the pay- 
ent of which the Government charged iiidf. Thus 


Name4 Paris. 


ended 
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ended this ailonilliin f pame of chance, which an up., 
known foreigner h.ui ^)layed againll a whole nation*. 

After the dcmoli'ion of this valt edifice, which Law 
had lo claringly creAed, and whicli cruflied its arciiitect ; 
there remained, however, among its ruins, an KJft-ln- 
dia Company, which became, for fome time, a rival to 
thofe of London and Amfterdam. 

The madnefii of gaming in the flocks which had 
feized the Lrench, laid hold alfo of the Dutch and 
Enc^Ii'h Thole who had obferved the methods by 
■whfeh lb many private perfons in France had rapidly 
raifed immenle fortunes on the credulity and nun of 
the public, carried to Amflcrdam, Rotterdam, and to 
London, the fame artifice and the fame phrenzy. It 
is with all -ndhment we ftill fpeak of thole mad timts 
and that political plague. And yet this was trifling, 
in comparilon of the civil and religious vvais wl.icli 
had for lo many years made a Icene of blood in hu- 
rope ; or of thole wars of nation againfl nation, or Hi- 
ther of king againfl king, which have delolateJ i'a 

many countries 1 r n v 

There were not wanting a number of fharpers, at Rot- 
terdam and London, to make dupes of the puMic. 
Companies were formed, and imaginary commerce 
ftruck out. Amflcrdam, indeed, was foon undeceived. 
Rotterdam was for fome time hurt-, but London 


was totally undone, in the year 1720 I-. 

• The author of the Hlftory of the Regency and of 
the Duke of Orleans, talk of this great aliair tuft 
they do of all others. They fay M. de 
iieral, was chamberlain to the duke of 

ukc an obfeure writer -la in IloihnJ' You 

Treafurer at War. Such are the books ^bnea H m 
may find in the continuation of Benignus Boffuet » U' J j) ,f 
printed cn by Honore, at /' i' ,; !. bu.lt 

Lurbon-Conde, firft Min.ller after the Duke ^ j ■ ,V„ds. 
caftleof Chantilly with the profits Im made by 'b^ . ‘ I P 

wdl find theie alfo, that Law had twen y m.lhons m 
of Eneland. Juft as many lies as lines ! feUa/rf. 

■f. Here the author makes ufe of a latitude c uxp 
fual with him, but which fomctimcs leads him alu e I ^ ,l,e 

]n faff, many of the principal citizens of bond 
South-fca projea. here meant, but aot a tenth part 
^ranjlator, FfOII* 
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this phrenzy which prevailed in France and 
l^n^hand, followed a prodigious puml>er of bankrupt- 
cies, frauds, robberies, public and private ; with ever/ 
kind depravation of manners, the natural refuk of 
unlimited avarice. 


CHAP. III. 

ConUnii^tion of the State of Europe, Cardinals Dubois and 
Fletiry, Ahdicatioh of Victor Amadeus,^ 13 c. 

W E mull not pafs over in filence the miniftry of 
Cardinal Dubois. He was the fon of an apothe- 
cary of Brive-la-gaillard, in the remoteft part ot the 
Province of Limofin. He fee out in lite with being 
t.itor to the Duke of Orleans •, in which capacity, by 
ndininiftering to the pleafurcs of his pupil, he gained 
Jus confidence. A fmall flaare cf wit, a (Irong turn tor 
debauchery, great llexibility, and, ^ above all, a take like 
his mailer’s for fingularity, raifed his iminenle fortune. 
Had this Cardinal Prime Miniker been a perfon of a 
lerious charafter, his opulence would have excited in- 
dignation ; but he was only a ridiculous one. The 
Duke of Orleans diverted himfelf with his Prime Mi- 
niker after the manner of that Pope vv'ho made his 
nionkey-bearer a Cardinal. All was mirth and plea- 
fantry during the regency of the Duke of Orleans. Fh® 
fame fpirit prevailed as in the time ot the Fronde, the? 

* The Regent made Cardinal Dubois Prime Miniiler in 1712.— 
The compiler ot IVIaintenon’s Memoirs tells u^, that Louis XlV. hav- 
given a fmall benchcc in 1692, to this Abbe Duboiv ken an 
^hl‘ 4 ure perfon, faid of him, that “ though he loved women, he formed 
no conneiilion.s with them; that though he tippled, he never got 
drunh ; and though he gamed, he never loll his money.’’ Extra- 
ordinary reafons theic for gi\lng him a benehce ! — But where did thi^ 

compiler come by th-s dory ? Who but himfeU* would make 

l-ouis XIV. talk in fuch a manner ? -Did that Monarch ever fe: eyes 
00 Dubois in his life ?— Befides the Abbe Dubob was ncuher a 
^Tplyr, nor a gameller. / 

V oi , nu c 
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civil war excepted it was the true Ipiric of the Nation, 
which the Regent revived alter the deep gloom of the 
laft years of Louis XIV. 

Cardinal Dubois finilhcd his career in a courfe^f de. 
baucheries. On his death-bed, he thought of an expe- 
dient to prevent his being fatigued with religious cere- 
monies, on which it was well known he fet but little va- 
lue. 1 le pretended there was a jKirticular ceremonial 
with legiiid to Cardinals, who did not receive the facra- 
nient and extieme unCtion in the lame manner as ordi- 
nary penitents. The Curate c)f Veriadles went to make 
cnejuiry, and in the mean time Dubois died. We 
laughed at his death, as wc did a: his minilhry— fuch 
wi.s the eliarnder of the Nation. 

At this time the Duke of Orleans took on 
1:23. hiniiclf the title of Prime Miniller, becaule the 
King being now out of Ids minority, the rtgtn- 
was at .m end ^ but he prtlently after followed kis 
friend (he Cardinal. I'he c.haracter of this drinte, 
however, was irreproachable, except for his extravagant 
ihiid after novelty a*nd pleafiire. 

Ot ail the ddcenJants of Henry IV. Philip ot Or- 
leans was the one rliat relembled fuir. mole ; he had 
coinage, good-nature, inilulg'-cee, gaiety, trankncls, 
and eale, witlian undei 1! .mdi. ig better cultivated His 
coumenance, tlmugh ineomj)a: ably more pkafing, bofc 
a Itrong refemblai.cv nevertiickls to that iA lienryW- 
1 le t<iok a fancy lomctimc.s to put on a rull, and then 
he was the liandlome likenels of t .enry. 

The Duke of Bourbon-Conde lueceeded immediately 
to the minidry, l^he only political maruckivre he pei* 

formed^ was that of having the patent made our withoti 

delay,, and getting the King to 

was intormed of the Duke ot Orleans’ death. 

was always the fate of the Condes to be 

prielts. Henry deConde was borne down by ‘ , 

dc Richelieu, the great Conde was iinpnfoned 

nal iMazarin, and the Duke of Bourbon was baniH y 

Cardinal dc Flcury, jf 
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If there ever was a happy man upon earth, it was cer- 
iainly Cardinal de Fleury. Till he arrived at the age 
of feventy-three, he was efteemed a man molt amiable 
jffrrecable in focial life ; and when at that age, at 
which" fo many old men retire from the world, he took 
upon him the cares of government, he was regarded as 
the mofl: fagacious. From 1726 to 1742, every thing 
prolpered with him ; iViIl preferving, to almoft ninety 
years of age, a clear head, and an unimpaired capacity 
for bufinels. 

When one reflefts th^t oiit of a thoufand contempo- 
raries fcarcely one arrives at this age, one muft confefs 
thedefliny of Cardinal de Fleury to have been fingular. 
Jf his elevation was extraordinary, that commencing 
fo late, it fliould continue fo long without a cloud, his 
moderation, and the gentlenefs of his manners, were no 
lefs fo. 

The riches and magnificence of Cardinal d’Amboife, 
who afpired to the Popedom, are well known *, as well 
as the arrogant fimplicity of Ximenes, who raifed ar- 
mies at his own expence, and, dr^fled in the habit of a 
Monk, boafted that he led about the grandees of Spain 
by his hempen girdle. The royal pomp of Richelieu, 
and the p'rodigious w'calth accumulated by Mazarin, are 
likewife known. It remained for Cardinal de Fleury to 
be diftinguifhed by modelty ; by a conftant and inva- 
riable rule of ceconomy and fimplicity. A want of 
dignity was the only thing wanting in his charafter; a 
deleft that fprung from his virtues, which were candour, 
equanimity, and the love of peace and regularity. He 
4 proved that mild and conciliating fpirits are formed to 
govern the reft. 

^ He refigned as foon as he could his bifiioprick of 
P^jus, alter having by his ceconomy cleared it of its 
debts, and done a great deal of good by his difpofi- 
pon of peace -making. Thefe were the two dillinguifh- 
parts of his charafter. The rcafon he* gave to his 
diocefans was, that his ill ftate of health pi evented his 
paying due attention to the care of his flock. But hap- 
Pdy he had never been ill. 

C 2 
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The kc ofFrcjiis, lying in a clifagreeable country, 
and at a diftance fr©m Court, had always dilplcaf(^^] 
him. He ufed to fay, that the moment he faw his wife^ 
he was difgufted at his marriage * and fubfcribes%a let- 
ter of pleafantry to Cardinal Quirini, Fku^y, hy the di- 
vine indignation^ Bifhop of Frejns, 

He reiigned his Bifliopric about the beginning of the 
year 1715. Marflial de Villcroy, after many folicira* 
tions, prevailed upon Louih XIV. to appoint the Billiop 
of Frcjiis Preceptor f, in the codicil of his will. The 
new Preceptor exprclTes himfelf, nevertiielcfs, in a letter 
to Cardinal Qiurini, in the following terOiS : 

‘‘ I have more than once regretted the lolitude of 
Frejus. On my arrival here, I lienrd the King was 
at the point of death, and that he had done me t.he 
“ honour to appoint me Preceptor to his grandlon. 
“ Had his Majefly been in a firuation to have given me 
audience, I fliouki have entreated him to Ipare me the 
“ weight of a burthen I tremble to bear. Hut alter 
“ his death I cowld not be heard : I am fick of it, and 
‘‘ find no confolatiop forthelofs of my liberty.” 

He found c: mfort in forming the mind of his pupil 
infenfibly to bufincfs, to fecrccy, and probity, prelcrv- 
ing, amidit all the agitations of the Court during the 
minority, the g< od-will of the Regent, anti the tllccinoi 
the public-, Itching no occafions of dil'pla\iig hrs con 
fcquence ; making no complaints <'f otiters ; laying 
liimlelf open to no refulals, nor entering into any of tlie 
Court intrigues j butfecretly inlorming himfelf as well 
of the internal adminillration or the Kingdom, as of its 
foreign politics. He made it the wifli of branccvhoni^ 
his circumfpeft conduft and amiable temper, tofcehini 
at the head of affairs. 

This was the fecond Preceptor that governed riaijce. 
He aiTiimed not the title of Prime Miniflcr, but ron 
tented himfelf with being abfoliue. His miniltiy 
Icfs op^pofed and Icfs envied than that of Richelieu oi 0 


^ Scripture phrafeology. T anJIator, 
f To his grandfon, afterwards Louis XV. 


Maijarin, 
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Mazarin, in the moft happy times of their adminillra- 
tion. His promotion made no manner of change in his- 
behaviour. It was aftonilhing tcv fee the firft Minifter 
the moft amiable and difintereftcd perfon about the 
Court. The welfare of the State correfponded a long 
time with his moderation ; there was a neceftity for thole 
pacific meafurcs he naturally approved, and all the fo- 
reign minifters were firmly pcrluaded no rupture would 
happen in his time. 

He quietly left the Kingdom to repair its Ioffes, and 
enrich itfelf by an immenfe commerce, without making 
any innovations treating the State like a ftrong and 
robuft body, which recovers by the ftrength of its own 
conftitution 

Political affairs returned infenfibly into their natural 
channel. Happily for Europe, the firft Minifter in Eng- 
land, Robert Walpole, was of a like ptaceable charader; 
and thefe two men continued to maintain that repole which 
aimoft all Europe enjoyed from the peace of Utrecht 
to the year 1733*, a repofe that was dilturbed but once 
by the tranfitory hoftilities of the year 1718. This was 
an happy interval for all the European nations ; who, 
cultivating arts and commerce with emulation, foon for- 
got all their pall calamities. 

During this interval, there arofe two Powers un- 
known in Europe before the prefent century. The firft 
was that of Ruffia, which had juft emerged from bar- 
barifm under the Czar Peter the Great. This Power 
cqnlilted only, before his time, of immenfe defarts, and, 
of a people without laws, without difeipline, and with- 
out knowledge ; fuch as at all times have been the 
TaVtars. It was fo little known to France, that when 
Louis XIV. received the Mufeovite Ambaffador, in the 

year 1668, that event was celebrated by the publication 

• • 

foreign books the Cardinal de Fleury is miftaken for 
bbe hleury, author of the Hillory of die Church, and of thofe ex- 
cellent Sermons which fo far furpafs hss Hiftory. This Abbe Fleury 
'^Kr Louis XV. ; but he lived at Court.unknown, and in 

V was poflelTed of genuine modelly ; the other Fleury 

the modcily of an artful ambition. Filtaite* 

• C 3 of 
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of a medal, in the fame manner as was that of theem 
. of the Siamcfe. 

This new empire b^gan p have an influence upoa 
all political affairs, and even to give laws to the North 
after having humbled the power of Sweden. ^ * 

The fecond Power, eflabliflied by the force of art, but 
on lefs extenfive foundations, was that of Pruflia ; whole 
forces had been long preparing, but had not yet been 
difplayed. 

The Houfe of Auftria was nearly in the fame fitua* 
tion as that in which the peace of Utrecht had left it. 
England preferved its power at fea, while Holland in^ 
fenfibly loll her’s. 1 his little State, powerful only by 
the lefs induflry of other Nations, fell to ilecay, becaiife 
her neighbours carried on that trade thernfelves of 
which fhe had been miftrefs. Sweden languilhed. Den- 
mark flouriflied. Spain and Portugal fublilled by Ame- 
rica. Italy, always weak, was divided into as many 
different States as it had been at the beginumg of the 
century, excepting Mantua, become now the patiimony 
of Aufiria. 

Savoy at this time exhibited a remarkable example to 
the world, and an intcrelling leffon to Sovereigns. 
Vidor Amadeus, King of Sardinia and Duke of Savoy, 
the fame who had beer) fometimes the ally, and at others 
the enemy of France and of Auflria, and whofe iiicon- 
ffancy had pafled for policy, tiicd of buiinels and ot 
Jiimfelf, in the year 1730, at the age of fixty-lmir, ca- 
pricioufly abdicated his crown, though tiie iiril ol his 
family that had worn it j of which abdication he as ca- 
pricioufly repented a year afterwards. The focietyofa 
miflrcfs now become his wife, dcvotioriand repofc, could 
not fatisfy a mind that had been for fifty y^ars pall en- 
gaged in the ajfairs of FAirope. Me difplayed fully the 
weaknefl) of hunian nature, and how difficult it is p 
gratify the heart either with or without a throne. 

No lefs than four Sovereigns have in this Age abdicat- 
ed their thrones ; Chriflina, Lalimir, Philip V. and Vito 
Amadeus. ‘ FJiilip V. 'relumed the government again 

bis inclination. Cafimir never thought of it. 
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^as inclined to it for fome time, on account of fome 
conceived at Rome. Amadeus alone took 
the°refolution of remounting by fcyce that tbrone wliich 
his difquiet had occafioned him to quit. The conie- 
nuenceofthis rcfolution and attempt is well known. 
His fon, Charles-Emanuel, would have acquired a gloiy 
far above that of crowns, in reftoring to his father the 
one he received at his hands, if it had been his requeft 
alone and if the circumftances of the times had per- 
mitted j but it was laid that an ambitious miftrefs was 
defirous of reigning : fo that to prevent the fatal con- 
fequences, the whole Council were compelled to caufe 
the very man to be arrefted who had been their Sove- 
reign. He died loon after in prifon. 

It is falfe, that the Court of France would havefent 
twenty thoufand men to proteft the father againft the 
fon, as was reported in the memoirs of thofe times. Nei^ 
ther the abdication of this King, his attempt to regain 
thefeeptre, his imprilbnment, nor his death, cauled the 
leaft emotipn in the neighbouring Nations. It was an 
extraordinary event attended with no confequences. 

A general peace prevailed even from Rullia to Spain, 
when the death of Auguftus JI. King of Poland, Elector 
of Saxony, replunged Europe in thofe difientions and 
misfortunes from which it is icldom exempt. 


C H A P, IV. 

Staniflaus Lefiin/ki tJUt Ki»g of Poland, and twice de- 
throned. The fVar of i734t Lorrain re-united to 
Prance. 

K ing Staniflaus, father-in-law to Louis XV. no- 
minated to the throne of Poland in 1704, was 
Hefted King in 1733, in the mofl: legal and iolemn man- 
ner. Xhe Emperor Charles VI. however, aflilted by his 
and thofe of Ruflia, compelled the P6les to a new 
tikftion. The fon of the late Ring of Poland, Eleftor of 
C 4 Saxony^ 
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Saxony, who had married a niece of Charles VI. carried 
it againft his opponent. Thus the Houfe of Auftria 
wliich had not the ppWer to preferve Spain and the 
Weft-Indies, nor even to cftablifli a trading Company 
at Oftend, had the credit of depriving the father-ivlaw 
of Louis XV. of the Crown of Poland. France law re- 
pewed what had happened to the Prince cle Conti, who 
was in a fimilar manner I'okmnly eleded ; but having nri. 
ther money nor troops, and being better recommended than 
fupported, loft the throne to which he had been invited. 

King Staniflaus went to Dantzick, in order to fuppoit 
his election v but the majority which had cholcn him, 
prefently yielded to the minority that oppofed him, 
This country, in which the people are flavts, in which 
the nobility meanly fell their votes, in whi( h there is no 
money in the public treafury to fupport an army, m 
which the laws are without force, and in which liberty 
only produces divifions ; this country, I fay, vainly 
boalts a warlike nobility, who can bring an hundred 
thouCnd cavalrv into the field. 

'Phe numerous body of them that appeared in iavoiir 
of Staniflaus, vanifbed,at the fight often rhoulancl Riif- 
lians. The Polifh Nation, which had an Age betore 
looked upon the Ruffians with contempt, were now in- 
timidated and guided by them. The Empire ot KulTia 
was become fornudable, fince it had been nKilclledby 
Peter the CAcat. I'en thoufand dilciplined Rulfian (laves 
difperfed all the nobility of Poland; while King ScaiiillaiiS 
jliut up in the city of Dantzick, ^as btfieged by an army 
of the fame Nation. 

The Emperor of Germany, m alliance with the Rui- 
fians, was confident of fuccefs. To have made the ba- 
lance equal, France fliould have tranfported a numerous 
army by lea*, but F>ngland would not Irave fiknt ) 
looked bn, had (he made fuch pieparations. Cardifc''^ 
dePicury, who then managed the Englifli, 
avoid both the difgracc of entirely abandoning 
Staniflaus, and the hazard of fending a great botW ^ 
troops to hisVelief. He lent him, therefore, a Iquauij)^, 
with about fifteen hundred men, under the . 
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ti Brigadier ^ This officer could not conceive his com- 
miffion ferious ; and thinking, when he approached 
Dantzick, that he fhould only make a fruitlefs facrifice 
of his men, itcered away and put into Denmark. Count 
de Plflo, the French Amb.iffiador at Copenhagen, look* 
ed with indignation upon this retreat, which lie confix 
dered as humiliating. He was a young man, who with 
the ftudy of philofophy and the belles-lettres had 
united heroic fentiments worthy of a better fortune. 

He relblved tofuccour Dantzick with this little troop 
againft an army, or periffi in the attempt. Before he 
embarked, he wrote a letter to one of the Secreraries of 
State, which ended thus : “ I am certain I (hall never 
“ return : I recommend to you my wife and children.** 

He arrived in the road of Dantzick, difembarked, and 
attacked the Ruffian army •, in which enterprize he fell, 
pierced with wounds, as he had foremen. His letter ar- 
rived, with the news of his death. 

Dantzick was taken, and the French AmbafTador at 
the Court of Poland, who was in the place, made pri- 
foiier ol war, notw’ithlfanding the privilege of his cha- 
rader. KingStaniflaus fiwaprice('«tort his head by Count 
Munich, the Rufiian General, in the ciry of Dantzick, 
in a tree country, in his native land, in the midftofa 
Nation who had decled him to the throne under all the 
fo'-ms of legal folcmnity. 1 L was obliged to difguile 
himfelt in the habit of a lailo', and okaped with great 
difficulty and danger. 

k is remarkable, that this fame Count Marfhal Mu- 
nich, who fo cruelly peifecuted him, was foine time after 
bmidied to Siberia, where he redded twenty years in 
extreme indigence, to make his appearance at Court af- 
tei wards with the greater edat. Such are the viciffitudes 
cf human greatnels ! 

, *'egard to the fifteen hundred Frenchnien who 

k m imprudently lent againll: an eniire army of 

I uuians, they made an honouiable capitulation-, but 

France that neither Louis XIV, nor his fighting 
happened to be then alive ! TranjUtor. 

^ Ruf- 
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a Ruffian fliip being foon after taken by a French man f 
war, they were fcnt to Pctcrlburg, and detained nn 
loners, , r‘'' 

They might reafonably expeft to be treated with in 
humanity among a people who had been looked Vnon 
as barbarians the beginning of the prefent centiirv' 
The Emprefs Anne was then upon the thione- who 
treated the officers as if they had been fo many Ambaf 
fadors, and ordered clothes and refrelbments to be 
given to the foldiers. This generofuy, unheard of nil 
then, was at once the cfiedl of tliat proihgious chanae 
which the Czar Peter had brought about in the Ruliian 
Court, and a kind of noble refentment whicli that Court 
thought fit to (bew, of thole difad vantageous ideas wli tf, 
the ancient prejudices of other Naiions lUll entertained 
of it. 

The French Government would have entirely forftaeJ 
the reputation nccelTary to the fuppoi t of its own di..- 
nity, had it not relented the outr.ige it had fuffi red iii 
Poland. But this refentment would have fianifud no- 
thing, if it was not ufeful. 1 he dillance of lituatior. 
wouKi not permit its being dirtied againlf the Mulro- 
vites ; and policy diredbd it to fall on the Emperor. It 
was effeiftually exerted in Germany and Italy, wlmc 
France joined with Spain and Sardinia. I'hefe ti.rccpo- 
lentatcs had their ieveral interells ; all concurring, how- 
ever, to the fame point, to weaken the Moule of Auftria. 

1 he Dukes of Savoy had tor a long pnie been gu- 
' dually extending their dominions ; fonieiiir.es by afford- 
ing fuccours to the Emperors, and at others, by decl.ir- 
•'’p sgsinft thein. King Charles- I'imanuel had enter- 
tained hopes of getting the M lanele, which waspro- 
mifed him by the iV.inifters ot Vci failles and Madrid. 

Philip V. ot Spain, or rather his Qiieen, h hzaht tli ot 
Parma, clefired alto a more coiilidciable llttlement ftii 
her children, than thatofl’aima and Placentia. The 
King of France had no other view for himlelf hi t Ins 
own glory, the humiliation of his enemies, and the fm- 
cefs ot his allies. 


It 
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It was not at that time forefecn that Lorrain would be 
die prize of Mankind in general are led by- 

events, and rarely direft them. N«;ver was there a treaty- 
more expeditioufly concJude4 than thaf which united 
diefe three potentates. 

England and Holland, long accuftomed to declare 
for Auftria againft Franct*, abandoned her on this occa- 
iion. This was the efFedt: of that reputation for equity 
and moderation which the French Court had acquired. 

An opinion of its pacific and difjnterefted views quiet- 
ed its natural enemies, even while it was making war; 
and nothing did greater honour to the Minijlry, than its 
being able to perfuade thofe Powers, that France might 
carry on a war againft the Fmperor'^yithout endangering 
the liberty of Europe, All the potentates looked then 
with unconcern on her rapid fuccefs. A French army 
was malter of the field upon the Rhine; and the com- 
bined troops of France, Spain, and Savoy, were mafters 
of Italy. Marlhal Villars, who had been (declared Gene- 
raliffimo of the French, Spanilh. and Piedmontefe tioops, 
ended his glorious career at the age of eighty-two, foon 
after he had taken Milan. Matjhal Coigni, his fuc- 
ceffor, gained two battles while the Dukp of Montemar, 
theSpanifli General, obtained a viclory in the Kingdom 
of Naples, at Bitonto, from which he took the lurname. 
Don Carlos, who had been acknowledged Hereditary 
Prince of Tufeany, was prefently made King of Naples 
snd Sicily. Thus the Emperor Charles VI. loft almoft 
all Italy, for having given a King to Poland ; and a fon 
of the King of Spain in tWQ campaigns acquired the 
Kingdom of the Two Sicilies, which had lb often been 
^ A r^t^aken, apd which had been the conftant ob- 
ject of attention to the Houle of Auftria for more than 
centuries. 

J his war in Italy is the only one that terminafed with 
any real lucccfs to the French fince the time of 
th ^ The reafon of it was, that they had on 

bnT c ^ guardian of the Alps, become the moll 
f Prince gf thofc councric5 j that tfiey were le- 

t'onded 
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conded by the beft troops of Spain, and their armies 
were always plentifully fupplied. 

The Emperor thought himfclf then happy to receive 
thofe conditions of peace which viftorious France of- 
fered him. Cardinal Fleury, the French Miniftef, who 
had the addrefs of preventing England and Holland from 
taking part in this war, had alfo that of concluding it 
happily, without their intervention. 

By this peace, Don Carlos was acknowledged King of 
Naples and Sicily. Europe was already accudom^^d to 
fee Kingdoms given and exchanged. To the Emperor’s 
fon-in-law, Francis, Duke of Lorrain, was alTigned the 
inheritance of the Houfe of Medicis, which had b en 
before granted to Don Carlos ; and the lall Grand Duke 
of Tufeany being near his end, afked, ‘‘ if they would 
“ not give him a third heir •, and what other new child 
“ the Empire and France intended to beget him 
Not that the Grand Duchy of I'ufcany confidercd it- 
felf as a fief of the Empire, but the Emperor looked 
upon it as fuch, as well as Parma and Placentia, which 
had been always claimed by the Holy See, and for which 
the laft Duke of Parma had done homage to the Pope; 
fo vary rights with the times ! By thi.s peace, the Dui hy 
of Parma and Placentia, which of birthright belonged to 
Don Carlos, fon of Philip V. and a Princefs of Parma, 
were granted in full property to the Phmperor Charles VI. 

The King of Sardinia, Duke of Savoy, who had 
reckoned on the Mdanele, to which his family, aggran- 
* dized by degrees, had lome old pretenfions, obtained 
only thofe fmall parts of it LheNovaiefe, the Tortonele, 
and the fiefs of Langes. His claim to the Milande 
was founded on his defeent Irom a daughter of Philip IP 
King of Spain. France had alfo her ancient pretenfions, 
derived from Louis XII. the natural heir to this Duchy, 
PhilipV, had his claims, founded on the infcofthicnu 
newed to four Kings of Spain, h s predeceffbrs. Ai* 
thefc arguments, however, gave way to convenience and 
the public^good. The Emperor kept pofiellion of the 
^ilanefe. This is not a fief, of which he ought always to 
giyc the inveftiture. It was originally the Kingdom ot 
‘ ' Lombardy 3 
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Lombardy, annexed to the Empire, became afterwards 
a fief under the Vifcontislnd the Sforzas, and is at pre- 
fent a ftate belonging to the Emperor ; a date difmem- 
bered^ indeed, but which, with Tufeany and Mantua, 
renders the Imperial Family very powerful in Italy. 

By this treaty, King StaniQaus renounced the King- 
dom which he had twice gained, and which his friends 
had not been able to guarantee to him. He retained indeed 
the title of royalty*, but wanted another kindof indemni- 
fication ; and that for the fake of France, more than for 
himfelf. Cardinal de Fleury contented himfelf at firft 
with the Duchy of Bar,* which the Duke of Lorrain 
was to yield to Staniflaus, with the reverfion to the 
Crown of France, although Lorrain was not to be ceded 
till the Duke was put in poffefilon of Tufeany. This 
was fubjeding the ceflion of Lorrain to many accidents, 
and profiting very little by the moft fignal fuccefs, and 
rnofi favourable conjunftures. Chauvelin, Keeper of the 
Seals, encouraged Cardinal de Fleury to make a better 
ufeof his advantages : he accordingly demanded Lorrain 
on the fame conditions as the D,uchy of Bar, and ob- 
tained it. It coll: him only fomc ready money, and a 
penfion of three millions five hundred thoufand livres 
to Duke Francis, till fuch time as Tufeany fliouid de- 
volve to Iiim. 

Thus was Lorrain irrevocably re-united to the Crown; 
a re-union which had been often attempted in vain. By 
this event, a Folifh King was tranfplanted into Lorrain *, , 
and that Province was rendered happy in becoming, for 
the lalt time, the refidence of a fovereign Prince. The 
reigning Houle of rlie I rinccs ot Lorrain was now in- 
verted with the fupreme power in Tufeany ; and the 
fecond fon of the King of Spain was tiansferrcd to 
I^aples. The motto on the medal of Trajan, Regna af 
fignata^ “ Kingdoms given away,” was indeed very ap- 
, plicable to this period. 

A profound peace prevailed among the^Chriftian po- 
tentates, if wc except the growing diiputes between 
"Spain and England concerning the trade ot America. 

The 
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*rfic Court of France contini^d to be regarded as the 
arbitrator of Europe/* 

The Emperor made war againfl: the Turks, without 
eonfulting the Empire. This war was unfortunate ; but 
he was fayed from the precFpire by the mediation of 
Louis XV. In 1739, M. de Villeneuve, the French 
Ambafladorat the Ottoman Porte, went into Hungary, 
to conclude with the Grand Vizir that peace of which 
the Emperor food fo much in need. 

About the fame time he pacified the Genoefe, who 
were on the point of a civil war: he Iikcwife appeafed 
for a time the Corficans, who had thrown off the Ge- 
noefe yoke. The fame Miniftry alfo put a (lop to a 
civil war which had begun within the walls of Geneva. 

But, above all, the King interpofed his good offi'ces 
between Spain and England, who had commenced a ma- 
ritime war, which was likely to be more ruinous to botli 
Nations, than the rights for which they difputcd could 
be advantageous to eitlier. The fame Court had alfo 
employed its mediation in 1735, between Spain and Por- 
tugal : in fine, none of the neighbouring Nations had 
reafon to complain of France, whom they confidered as 
their mediatrix and common mother. This glory and 
happinefs were not of long duration. 


CHAP V. 

7he Death of the Emfcror Charles VL Ehe Succejfwi 0 ] 
the Houfe of Aujiria dif pitted by Ftur Powers. Phe 
of Hungary acknowledged in all her Fathers Do- 
minions, Hilcfia taken by the King of Prufjia, 

^I^HE'Emperor Charles VL died in the month of 
Oftober, 1740, in the fifty-fifth year of his age. 
If the death of Auguftus 11 . King of Poland had occa* 
fioned fuch great commotions, that of Charles VI. the 
lad Prince of the Houle of Aullria, could not fail of 
producing many other revolutions. It feemed neceflary 
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to divide the hereditary dominions of that Houfe, which 
tonfifted of Hungary and Bohemia, botheledloral King- 
doms, but rendered hereditary by the Auftrian Princes. 
They^confificd of Auftrian Suabia, called Anterior Auf- 
tria ; Higher and Lower Auftria, conquered in the I3tli 
century ; Stifia, Carlnthia, Carniola, Flanders, Burgau, 
the four Foreft Towns, Brifgau^rf rioul, Tirol, the Mi- 
Janefe, Mantua, and the Duchy of Parma. In regard 
to Naples and Sicily^ thole two Kingdoms were alreatly 
in the hands of Don Carlos, fon of Philip V. King of 
Spam. 

Maria Thercfa, the ‘bldeft daughter of Charles VI^ 
founded her pretenfions to her father’s dominions on 
the right of nature, on a Pragmatic Sandion which 
had confirmed that right, and on the guarantee of 
almoft all the Powers of Europe. Charles-Albert, 
FJedor of Bavaria, claimed the fuccelTion on the 
ftrength of a will made by P^erdinand I. brother of 
Charles V. 

Auguftus III. King of Poland, and Eledor of 
Saxony, alkdged more recent pretenfions, even thofe 
of his wife, as eldcft daughter of the Emperor Jofeph, 
the elder hrotlur ot Chailes VL 

Tlie King of Spain extended his claim to all the 
pofleiricns ot the Auftrian family, on his being defeend-"* 
ed from tlie 'contort ot Philip IL daiighterof the Em- 
peror Maximilian II. 

Louis XV. might alfo have laid claim to the fuc-, 
ceflion with as great a right as any of them, being 
defended in a direct line trom the oldeft male branch 
of the Houfe of Auiiria by the wife of Louis XIII. 
and alfo by the wife of Louis XIV. ; but it was more 
piudcnt in him to remain arbitrator and protedor, 
than to appear as a competitor ; beeanfe he could, in 
concert with one half of Europe, decide* both the 
1 fucceflioa and the empire ; but had he urged his 
claims, all Europe would have been in arms againll 
This caule, in which' fo many crowned heads 
>vere concerned, was pleaded in all the Courts of 
Chriftendom by manifeftoes and memorials ; and not 
Only Princes but even private perfons intcrefted ihem- 

felvcs 



)t THE A(JE OF LOUIS XV. 

fdves in it. Nothing was expelled but a general war. 
The politici'ans, however, were greatly liirprized to 
find the ftorm burft where it was leall expedUd. 

A new kingdom had been eredled at the beghnning 
of this century. The Kmperor Leopold, according 
to the prerogative ever claimed by the German Em- 
perors of creating Kipgs, had in the year 1701 eredted 
Ducal PrulTia into a kingdom, in favour of Tre..ciic- 
William, Eledtor of Brandenburg. Pruflia was, at 
that time, only an extenfive defert but Predcric- 
William JI. her fccond K.ng, who had a different 
policy from that of his cotemporaries, exj>endcd about 
twenty-five millions of our money in clearing the 
lands, building villages, and peopling iliem : ho 
invited families from Suabia and Franconia ; and 
brought 16,000 emigrants troin SaliPo.nirg, iurni.liing 
them with nerclTaries of all forts to elfablilh and let 
themfelves to work. 

While he was thus aftive in founding a new king- 
dom, by a fiiigular ccconomy he created another fpocies 
of power. Every month he laid by in referve 40,000 
German crowns, ibmetimes more fometimes Ids, which 
in a reign of twenty-eight years amounted to an im- 
menle creafure. \Vhat he did not lock up in hb 
coffers, was employed in raifing an army of llvcnty 
thoufand choice men, whom he difeiplined himlcdi, 
alter a new manner, but never employed. But his ion 
Frederic III. took the advantage of thofe pteparatiuns 
of his father, lie forclaw the general contiilioii, and 
did not fail to reap the benefit of it. He laid claim 
to four duchies in Sildia. His ancdlors had repca.edl) 
renounced their prctcniions, becaulc they vi/cre unaole 
to fupport them i he found himlelt lufficicntly fliong, 
and rccl'aimcd them. 

France, Spain, Bavaria, and Saxony, had alicatiy 
fxerted themlclves to make an Kmperor. The Elector 
of Bavaria prdfed the French Minifliry to procure lum 
at Icaft fome part of the Aulfnan luccefiion. In ns 
memorials he iaiil Haim to the whole, but dared not 
demand fo much by ins Mnvilters. In the me m nine. 
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jVlaria-Therefa, who had married Franci.5 of Lorrain, 
Grand-Huke of Tufcany, took pofleflion of all the 
dominions which her father had Bequeathed her. She 
received the homage of the States of Auftria at Vienna, 
on the feventh of November 1740. The Provinces of 
Italy and Bohemia fworc allegiance to her by their 
deputies •, but above all, ftie ingratiated herfelf with 
the Hungarians, by taking the ancient oath which 
King Andrew II. made in the year 1222. 

“ If I, or any of my fucceflbrs, Ihall, at any time, 

« infringe upon your privileges ; by virtue of this 
“ promife, you, and yoijr defeendants, Ihall be allowed 
“ to defend yourfelves, and Ihall not be treated as 
rebels.’* 

As the anceftors of the Archduchefs-Queen had 
always been backward in executing fuch engagements, 
her taking the prudent ftep here mentioned, greatly 
endeared her to the Hungarians. This people, who 
had always been inclined to throw off the Auftrian 
yoke, after two hundred years fpent in fedition, broils 
and civil wars, lubmitted at once to the government of 
Maria-Therefa, whom they almolt adored. The Queen 
was not crowned at Prefburg until the 24th of June 
1741, but was not the lei's a Sovereign ; Ilie had already 
got poflelfion of all hearts by a popular affability 
which her predecdlbrs had feldom exercifed : fhe laid 
afide that foimality and hau^htiners which render a 
throne difgufting, without making it more refj^edable. 
The Archduchyis her aunt, Governel's of the Low 
Countries, had never conccfcena^^a to eat with any 
body : Maria-Thercla admitted to her table all the 
ladies and officers cf diltinCtion ; Ihe convcrl'ed freely 
with the Deputies of the Staces *, Ihe never rcfuled to 
grant an audience, and nobody ever left her •diicon- 
tented. 

Her lirll care was to infure to her hulband, the 
’Grand-Uuke of Tufcany, a Ihare in all her crowns, 
under the title of Co-regent, without in thd lead ilimi- 
nilhing her own fovercigiuy, and without intringing 
the Pragmatic Sandlion. ’She flattered herklf Irom the 
VoL. Ill, D begin- 
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beginning, that thedignities (he conferred on that Princ'e 
would prepare his way to the Imperial crown ; but 
this Frincels' had no money, and her troops, very much 
diminifhed, were difperfe'd through her extenfive do. 
minions. «♦ 

The King of Pruffia made propofals to her to yield 
up the Lower Silefia, and in return for that territory 
offered her his influence, his affiftance, his arms, and 
five millions of our livres, to guarantee the reft of her 
poflTcflions, and place her hulband on the throne of the 
Empire. It was forefeen by the mod able politicians, 
that fhould the Queen of Hungary refufe thefe offers, 
all Germany would be thrown into confufion ; but the 
blood of fo many Emperors which flowed in her veins, 
would not allow her even to think of difniemberino- 
her hereditary ellatcs : flie was weak, but intrepid. 

The King of Priiflia looking upon her power to be 
merely nominal, and that the ftate of Europe at that 
time would foon give him allies, marched with his 
army into Silefia, in the middle of December 1740. 
It was propofed to adorn his ftandard with this tievice, 
Pro Deo et P atria but he crafed Pro Deo, laying, that 
it would be very improper to confound the name of 
God with the quarrels of men ; and that the objcdl was 
■a province, and not religion. lie then ordered the 
Roman eagle, dilplayed in relievo, and fixed on the 
top of a'gilt pole, to be carried before his regiment ot 
guards. This novelty impofed the necelfity on him 
, of being invincible. AVhen he harangued his army, 
iie advifed them in every tiling to imitate the ancient 
Romans. 

Having entered Silefia, lie in a flK:)rt time fub- 
vlued almolt the whole d that provmc'e, of which 
he had fo lately been refufed a put; but itill nothing 
was yet ‘ decifive. Gt'ocral Ncuj Mg came foon afKV 
to the fuccour of fli invad<\! piovincc with a body 
of Aultrians to the an.ouru of abMut twenty- tobr thoii- 
iand men, and forccc. tiu: King of Prulfia to engage with 
him at Molwitz, near the river IS'eifs. 

On this occafion the fuperi jiity of the Pruflian 
infantry beeftme confpicuous. * The King’s cavalry, 

o flrong 
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jftreng by half than that of Auftria, was entirely routed. 
The firft line of his infantry was attacked in flank i th« 
battle feemed to be irrecoveraMy Ijfl;-, all the royal 
baggage was pillaged-, and the King hitnfelf, in danger of 
beingmadeprifoner, washurrie<] by his attendants tofome 
diftance from the field of battle. The feconil line of 
infantry recovered every tiling by that hnmoveable 
difeipline to which the Prulfian idkiieii accuflomed, 
by the continual firing they preferved, dilcharging at 
leaft five times in a minute, and loading their guns with 
iron ramrods in an infliant. Thus a viftory wiu gained; 
and this event became ;hc fignal of a general war. 


CHAP. VI. 

fbe King of France unites zvitb the Kings of Prujfia and 
Poland to raife Charles -Albert^ FJetlor cf Bavaria^ 
to the Imperial Fhrone. I hat Prince is dccUred 
Lieutenant-General to the King ed France, Ijiis Ele^ion^ 
Siicceffcs^y and rapid Defedts. 

A ll the Powers of Europe believed that when the 
King of Pruflla took Sileii.s, he was in allianclT 
with France. 'I'hey were miflaken *, which trequently 
happens,, when people build their opinions upon mere 
probabilitres. The King of Pruflia ran a great rifk, as 
he himlelf confefied but he furefaw tlvu the reach 
would not flip fo favourable ai* o[ portuiuty rd ieconJ- 
inghim. The French intereli' fcenied to oppoie 'Vuftrla, 
in favour of their old ai:- the h' -^or of bavaria, 
whofe father had formerly loll ew-'V thing, in their 
ftrvice, in conletjuencc of the battle ot ii. ehtteUic. ^ his 
fame Kleftor, Charles- Albeit, had b ' impiifuncd in 
* his infancy by the Auflrian’!, w’ho Invl ft.-ipped him 
of every thing, except h:s title of Bavaria, br.nce 
found it for b^-r advantage to revenge his caufe. It ap- 
peared Caiy to procure .him at onec both the Empire 

U 2 
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and part of the Aiiflrian fucctfrion •, by which the new 
Houfe of Auftria-Lorrain would be deprived of that 
fupcriority which the i^ncient one always affamed over 
the other potentates of Europe ; the old rivalry between 
the Houfes of Bourbon and Auftria would be 
guilhed •, and more might be done than Henry IV. and 
Cardinal Richelieu could ever have hoped. 

When hrederick III. marched into Silefia, he fore- 
faw this revolution, the foundation of which was not 
then laid. It is fo true that he had not concerted any 
meafure with Cardinal Fleory, that the Marquis de 
Beauveau, who was fent by the King of France to 
Berlin to compliment the new Monarch, did not know, 
when he firll faw the PrufTian troops in motion, whe- 
ther they were deftined againft France or Auftria. His 
Fruftian Majefty faid to him at parting, “ 1 imagine 
“ I am going to play your game, — If 1 throw aces, you 

muft go halves *.** 

This was only the beginning of a negociation as yet 
at a great di (lance. The French Miniltry hefuated a 
long time-, and Cardinal Flcury, who was in his eigh- 
ty-hfth year, was unwilling to expofe his reputation, 
his old age, and the French nation, to the hazard of a 
new war. The Pragmatic Sandlion, figncd and authen- 
tically guarantied, rellrained him. 

I'he Lount, fince Marlhal, Duke de Belleifle and 
his brother, grandfons of the famous Fouquet, w thout 
having either of them any influence in public afl'airs, 
•nor as yet any accefs to the King, nor any intereft with 
Cardin il Flrury, brought this entetprize to bear. 

The Marftiai de Belleifle had a great leputation with- 
out having fignalizcd himlclf. Although he had nei- 
ther been Minifter nor General, yet he palled tor 
a man very ca[)able ot managing a ftate, or command- 
ing an aimy but a bad Hate of health frequently pi«- 
vented him from reaping the fruits of his great talents. 
Always in adlion, and full of fchemes, his body bc- 

• The author wa> at this period along with the King of Pruffia ; 

and can take upon liim to lay, the Cardinal was ignorant what a 
Fnnce he had to deal wi:h. roltuke. • 


came 
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«amc a viftim to the efforts of his mind.. In him, the 
politenefs of an amiable cour»ier and the apparent 
franbiefs of the foldier were equally admired : he 
could perfuade without eloquence, becaufe he always 
feemed to be pcrfuaded himfelf. 

His brother, the Chevalier de Belleifle, had the fame 
ambition, the fame views, but deeper laid, becaufe a 
more robuft conftitution permitted him to be indefati- 
gable in bufinefs. His gloomy afpeft was not fo en- 
gaging ; but he overpowered, when his brother could 
only infinuate. His eloquence refcmbled hiscoura^/c; 
under an a r of coldnefs and profound contemplation 
fomething impetuous was difcernible. He was capa- 
ble of defigning. arranging, and executing, every thino- 
he took in hand. ° ' 

Thcfe two men, more ftriftly united by the confor- 
mity of their minds even than by the natural fes of 
rOnfanguinity, undertook to cliangm the face of affairs 
in F.urope, aided in this great delign by a lady of fu- 
perior talents. The Cardinal oppoled them : he even 
gave his advice to the King in-writing ; and this ad- 
vice was againft the enterprize. It was now expefted 
that he would have retired. His whtde adminilfration 
fiad been glorious ; but he had not lufficient relolution 
to quit his miniftry, and live for himfelf, even on th'?’ 
verge of the grave, Marlhal de Belleifle and his bro- 
ther made the entire arrangements, and the old Cardinal 
prefided over an enterprize which he difapproved, • 
Every thing feemed favourable, at firif. — Marflial 
Bclieille was difpiitcLed to Fraiictort, to the PruU 
han camp, and to Drtidcn, with a view of concerting 
thofe valt projct^'l.s, which, by tlie concurrence of lo 
^lany princes, appeared to proirifc infallible luccels. 
Aie agreed c‘ntirely with the meafures of the King of 
rullia, and thofe ot the King of Poland, Fledor of 
^ixony. He negociated in every part of Germany. 

e \vas the Ibul ot that party which was about to bellow 
t 'le Empire and hereditary crowns upon a Prince who 
i^othing tor himfelf. Prance furniflied the 
wor of Bavaria at once with money, allies, luf- 
D 3 liagcs, 
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frages, and ^troops. When the King of France fent 
hina the army which he had proniiled, he ilTued kt- 
July 31, tcis-patent^ creating him, whom he had dc- 
■^1741. ’ ftined to be Emperor of Germany, Lieutenant- 
general of his forces. 

The Eledcr of Bavaria being ferengthened by fo 
many fupphes, entered Auftria without oppoljticn, at 
a time whin Maria-ThereJa was at a lofs to defend htr- 
felf againft the Fruflians. He immediately became Maker 
Aug. of the Imperial City of PanUiT, which belonged to 
his own bifliop, and feparated Opper Auftriatrom 
Bavaria. He then marched into Lintz, the capital or 
Upper Auftria. Some detachmenis of his troops ad- 
vanced within three leagues of \ icnna. The ahum v.as 
fpread, and they prepared with expedition to luftain a 
fiege. OneoiThe luburbs was almoft totally pulled down, 
together with a palace that was neair the tortiftcation:, •, 
and the Danube was covered with numbeis oi boats, 
whicli conveyed the moft valuable eftefts oi t!ie ai- 
hxlMtants CO places of g'eater ialciy. The Elector ot 
Bavarm ^ roceeded lb far as to lend a furnmons of fur- 
render to Count Klrc vciihullcr, who was then Go- 
vern<»r oi Vienna. 

England and Hollrnci were, at this period, far from 
holdinu that balance wlucii they had lb long pretCiA.cd 
to be in their hands. The States General remained quiet 
when they law an army under Marihal de Madletiois in 
.Weftphaha; and the fame aimy impoled filence 011 the 
"King of England, at that time in Hanover, wi.o was 
in paiJi for his EleAoral dominions. He had railed 
twenty-five f imuland men to aflift Maria 1 herela *, 
was unde- the nccclLty of abandoning her at the head 
of his army, and of figning a treaty of neutrality. 

I herd was then no power, either in the I mpire.o'; 
clfewhcre, that lUppoited the Pra^.mitic Sandlion, vv lic i 
had beta giiaraniied by fo mmy States. Vienna, bauiy 
fortified on that fide which was threatened, could mane 
but a fecblc'iefillance ; and thofe who were bcil ac- 

• Thcfe letters were not figncd till the 20th of 
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qiialnted with Germany' and public affairs, already 
looked upon Vienna as taken ;—^he road ’ blocked up 
againft the Hungarians on that fide ; — open on every 
other* to the viftorious armies; — all prctenlions regu- 
lated, and peace reftortd to the Empire and to Europe. 

In proportion as the ruin of Maria-Therefa feemed 
inevitable, that Princels affumed frefli courage. She had 
quitted Vienna, land thrown herfelf into the arms of 
thofe Elungarians who had been treated with fo much 
feverity by her father ajid her anceftors. Having called 
an Affembly of the four Orders of the State at Pref- 
burg, llie appeared ther^, holding in her arms her elileft 
fon, who had hardly left his cradle *, and addreffing them 
in Latin, in which language flie exprefled herfelf well,. 

flic fpoke to the following purport : “Abandoned 

“ by my friends, perfecuted by my enemies, attacked 
“ by my neareft relations, I have no other rcfource but 
“ in your fidelity, in your valour, and in my own refo- 
“ lution. I deliver into your hands the daughter and 
“ fon of your Kings, who place their fafety in you.” 

Senfibly affefted and animatcej by thefe words, the 
Hungarians drew their fabres, and cried with one voice, 
Moriamur pro nojlro rege Maria Tberefa^ “ Wc will die 
“ for our King Maria-Therefa.” They always give the 
title of King to their Queen. In fadt, no Princefs evet^* 
better deferved that appellation. They (hed tears while 
they were vowing to defend her. She alone appeared 
unmoved ; but after flie had retired with her maids of* 
honour, Ihe gave a full vent to thofe tears which the 
firmnefs of her mind had made her reftrain. At that 
time (he was pregnant, and not long before had written 
to her mother-in-law/ the Duchefs of Lorrain, I do 
“ not know whether I fhall have a fingle town left me, 
“ -where I may lie-in.” 

In this fituation llie excited the zeal of her Hun- 
► garians *, re-animated England and Holland in her fa- 
your, which fupplied her with money *, exerted all her 
influence in the Empire ; and carried on a negociation 
jvith die King of Sardinia, whofe provinces furnillied 
-her with foldiers* 

D4 
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The whole Englifh Nation, became animated in 
favour. They are a pet>ple who do not wait tor the opi- 
nioi] of their matler to form their own, sSeveral private 
periods propofed fending a tree-gift to that Prijaceis. 
Among thefe, the Duchefs of Marlborough, widow of 
the Duke ot that name who fought for Charles VI. af- 
fembled together the principal Ldies in London, who 
agrted to turnifh an hundred thoufand pounds fterlina; 
and the D jchcfs depofited forty thouland pounds. The 
Qiieen of Hungary had the magnanimity to refufc die 
money which was thus gencroufly offered her- fte 
■would accept of none but what fliecxpeded from the 
Nation affembled in Parliament 

It was generally imagined that the viftorious armies 
of France and Bavaria would immediately lay fiege to 
Vienna. In war, it is a maxim to do that which the ene- 
my moft dreads. This was one of thofe decifive ftrokes, 
one ot thofe opportunities which Fortune prelints hue 
once, and never recurs a fccond time. '1 he Lleftm- ot 
Bavaria hao conceived hop. s of taking Vienna ^ but was 
not prepared for a fiege, having neither heavy cannon 
noi anifj unition. Cardin d Fleur) Imcl not extended 
his views lb far as to give him th.at ca[)ital ♦, he was la- 
tiffied v\itl' fnialler ai quifitions : he choie to have the 
fpoiis divided, before they were uquired ^ lor he oid 
'Tiot mean that the Eirnpercr he was n.aking ll'.ould enjoy 
all the luv-teffion. 

In the month of November, 1741, t!ie French army, 

- under the command ot ilie Fled or ol Bavaria, beiny 
reinforced with 20,000 Saxons, marched towards Prague. 
Count Maurice do Saxe, natural brother of the King ol 
Poland, attacked the place. I his General, who inhe- 
rited his tiiher’s peculiar Hrcngth ot body, together with 
the mildnels of h s temper and equal courage, poi- 
feffed much luperlur faleius for war. His rcpiuatioa 
had got him cleded, by 1 he general voice, Duke ot Cour- 

• What a nqblo inl'anci* of liberality oii one part, and 
nimity on the ctlier, to the immcrtal honour ol the lex ! 
fnc pafT'.^e in hiftory. Tranjlaior. , ^ 
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lanJ but Ruflla, which gave laws to the North, depriv- 
ed him of that dignity which the fuffrage -of a whole 
people had granted to his merit. He comforted himfclf 
in the fcrvice of France, and in the agreeable fociety of 
rhat Nation, which, as yet, knew him not fufficiemly. 

It was neceffary to take Prague in a few d^ys, or to 
abandon the enterprize. He was fhort of provi lions, and 
the feafon was advanced •, and yet though that city 
was but indifferently fortified, it could eanly wichftand 
the firft attacks. General Ogilvie, an Irifliman by birth, 
who commanded the place, had three thoufand men in 
garrifon ; and the Gra^d Duke, at the head of thirty 
thoufand men, was in full inarch t ) relieve him. On 
the 25rh of November, he advanced within five leagues 
of the city •, but thdt veiy night the French and Sa/oans 
gave the aflault. 

They made tvvo attacks w’th a great thunder of ar- 
tillery, which quickly brought all the garrilon to that 
fide. In the mean time Count Saxe with filence cauf- 
ed a fingle ladder to be fixed on the ramparts of the 
new town, at a confiderable diftance from the ])art at- 
tacked. M. Ciievert, then Livhaihmc-Coloncl to t!ie 
regiment of Beauffe, mounted the hril : the eldeft ion 
ot ' 'arfiial Broglio followed him. On the ramparts they 
found but one centittcl, at a little difiance, Tiiey wer£^. 
foon followed by multitudes, and made ihemfelvc* 
mailers of the city, and the whole garrilon laid down 
their arms. 

General Ogilvie and his three thoufand men lurren-* 
dered themfeives prifoners ot war. Count Saxe iaved 
the city from being plundered *, and, what is remark- 
able, during the firft three days, the conquerors and con- 
quered mixed promifcuouily together i French, Saxons, 
Bavarians, and Bohemians, could nut be dilt^nguiflied 
one trom another; and ah this confufion ended With- 
, out bloodihed. 

The Eledor of Bavaria, then juft arrived, lent an ac- 
count of this iucceis to the King, in the ftfle ot a General 
^ho writer to him whole ariuy he commands. He 
made his public entryinto the capital ot Bohemia on 

the 


On June 28, 1726. 
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the very day it was taken, and caufed himfelf to be 
crowned in t he month of December. In the mean time 
the Grand-Duke, whh could not fave that capital, and 
who could not fubfift in its environs, retired to the 
fouth-eaft parts of the province, and left the command 
of the army to his brother Prince Charles of Lorrain, 

About the fame time the King of Pruflia reduced 
Moravia, a province fituated between Bohemia and Si- 
lefia. In this manner Maria-Therefa feemed to be over- 
powered in every quarter. Her competitor had already 
"been crowned Archduke of Auftria at Lmtz ; he had 
affumed the crown of Bohemia at Prague •, and from 
thence went to Frankfort to receive that of the Empire, 
under the name of Charles VII. 

Marflial Bellcille, who followed him from Prague to 
Frankfort, appeared rather as an Eleftor of thcfiift 
rank, than as an Ambaflador from France. FTe hud 
procured all tlie votes, direded all the negociations, and 
received all the honours due to the reprefentative of a 
King who conferred an imperial crown. 

The Eledor of Mentz, who prefided at the eledion, 
gave him the right ha”nd in his own palace ; and the 
Ambaflador in his hotel gave place to none but Elec- 
tors, taking the precedence of all other Princes. His 
^r-.rcdentials were written in the French language, though 
the German Chancery had hitherto required that fuch 
papers fhould be prelcnted in Latin •, that being the pro- 
per language for a government which afl'ume* the n .me 
of the Roman Empire 

On the 4th of January, 1741, Charles- Albert was fo- 
lemnly eleded Emperor without any difturbance. He 
now feemed to have arrived at the lummic of happinels 
and glory ; but Fortune changed, and he became oneot 
the 'moft' unfortunate Princes in the world merely from 
his elevation. 


c H A r. 
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J'k rapid D’fafters which followed the Succejfes of thi 
Emperor Charles- Albert^ of Bavaria, 

T he Allies began very foon to be fenfiblc of the 
fault they had committed, in neglcfting to provide 
a fufficient body of cayalry. Marllial Belleifle, who 
was Tick at Frankfort, wanted at once to condud nego- 
ciations^and conimand an army at a diibmce. A mif- 
underftanding prevailed among the contederates. The 
Saxons complained much ot the Pruflians, and thofe ot 
the Frcnchj who in their rum accufed them. Maria- 
Therefi fupporced hericif uy iicr relolution ; by remit- 
tances from England, Holland, and Venice, and loans 
from Flanders •, but above all, by the defperate ardour 
of her troops, whieh were nov\^ aiiembled from ail quar- 
ters. On the contrary, the French army, commanded 
by chiefs of little reputation, was ciiminifning by 
fatigues, fickneis, and defercijn, while their recruiis 
came in but (lowly. 

It was not like tlic army ol Guftavus Adolphus, who 
having bep^un his campaigns m Germany witn Ids than 
ten thoufand men, Lon found himfelf at the head of^ 
thirty thoufand, augmenting his troops m the very coun- 
try in proportion to his progrcls. Every day weakened 
the French conquerors, and added Ibength to the Au- 
ftrians. Prince Charles of Lorrain, brother to the Grand- 
Duke, was in the heart of Bohemia with tlurty-hve thou- 
fai^dmen ; all the inhabitants were on his fide^ and he 
begun to make a dcfenfive war with iuccels, by keeping 
the enemy continually luulcr alarms, bycutrmg oft their 
convoys, and by harraliing them on all lidcs v.itn crouds 
of HulTars, Croats, Pandours, and Talpachcs. The 
Pandours arc Sclavonianb who inhabit the coniincsot tne 
Drave and the Save, They wear a long cloak, carry I'e- 
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veral piftols in their girdle, with a fabre and a poniard 
The Ta/p^cbes SLTG ajon of Hungarian infantry, arnxj 
with a gun, two piftols, and a Iword. The Croats^ railed 
in France Cravates^ are the mftitia of Croatia •, *and the 
Iltijfars are Hungarian horfemen, mounted on Imail 
horfes, fwift and indefatigdbie : they harrafs the infantry 
when diftributed in too many pofts, and unprov.ded 
with cavalry. The French and Bavarians wrre every 
where in this fituation. 1 he Emperor Charles VII. 
wanted to keep poflcfiion of an cxtenfivc territory with 
a handful of people, becaufc he thought the Queen of 
Hungary not in a condition to'retake it ; but all was le- 
covered, and the war afterwards transferred ^'om the 
Danube to the Rhine. 

When Cardinal Fleury faw fo many hopes baffled, and 
fo many difafters follow fuch promifing beginnings, he 
wrote a letter to General Konigieg, which he oideied 
Marflial BeHcille himfeif to deliver. In this lettrr* he 
exculpated hiniU If from having any fliare in undertaking 
the war, and affirmed that he had been led be\oiKi hn 
own meafurrs. “ It.is well known, laid he, tliat ! Iiave 
“ ftrcnuouily oppoied the reiolurions that have h.vrn 
“ taken an 1 that I have been in a manner force d t,) 
‘‘ compiv v/.th them. Your Kxn'elleiu y is too will 
acquainted with all that paJfes, nfU to guels the pj*. 
Ion who employed every method to determine the 
King to enter into a league fo contrary to my incl na- 
“ tion and principles.” 

Infttad of an anfwer, the Qiieen of Hungary caufed the 
Cardinal’s letter to be printed. It was eafy to be tord'een 
what bad eft'ecls this letter would produce. In the fiiiv 
place, it evidently laid the whole blame of the war cp^-^^ 
the General e.Tqdoyed to negociate with Count K(a’iia- 
leg, and*, inftead of forwarding the negoc i.uion, only 
cd to render his per ion odious. In the levondjaacc, it 
laid open the weaknefsof the Miniftry : and it required 
but little knov\ ledge of mankind to foiclcc that duy 
would take the advantage of tliat ueakn< Is ; that the a - 
lies of France would thereby be dilluai tuned, whik’iis 
rncmies gained frefn courage. . 
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The Cardinal, feeing his letter printed, wrote a fecond 
to the Auftrian General, complaining of his having pub- 
liHied the firft ^ and telling him, that for the future 
he would not write him his real fentiments.” This 
fecond letter did ftill more mifehief than the firft. He 
next difowned both the letters, in fome of the public 
papers ; but this difavowal, which did not impofe upon 
any body, only completed his indifcretion, which good- 
natured people exciifed in a man tired out with bad 
fuccels. and in the eighty-feventh year of his a»e. Fi- 
nally, the Bavarian Fmperor fent propofals to London 
for a peace, backed with offers for fecularizing fomc 
Bifhopricks in favour of ^Hanover. The Englifh Mi- 
niitry imagined they could accomplifli this without the 
affiltance of the Emperor, and only infulted his propo- 
ials, by making them public ^ which reduced the Em- 
peror to the neceffity ot difowning his ofiers of peace, as 
Cardinal Fleurv had difavowed the war. 

I he conteil then gtew warmer than ever. France 
on one fide, and England on the other ; principals in 
faft, though under the name of auxilaries ; endeavoured 
to keep the balance by farce of arms. The Houfe of 
Bourbon was obliged for the lecond time to fupport a 
war againft almoft all Europe. 

Cardinal Flcury, being too much ad/anced in years 
to luftain fo heavy a burthen, lavilfed with regret the 
trealuies of France in this war, undertaken agunft his 
incl nation, and faw nothing but mistortunes occafioncd 
by miLondufft. Fie never thought that a marine power 
was ncielfary, untd the remains ot the french fleet were 
.ahioluiely cF ftrt'yed by the Engfili, and the mari- 
time p’ovinces were cntiiely expoled. 1 he Emperor 
whom France had made, was chafed three times from 
his own dominions. 

Irf Bohemia and Bavaria, the FreO' h troops were dc- 
ftroyed without fighting one general battle *, and their 
difficulties became io great, that a retreat, which appear- 
ed impraflicablc, w'as looked upon as a fingular p>iece 
<^f good fortune. Marlhal Belieifie Uved the remnant 
the French army beficgcd in Prague, by condu^iing 

thirteen 
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thirteen thoufand men from thence to Egra, thfourrh ^ 
bye-road of thirty-eight leagues, covered with ice,^and 
in fight of the enemy In fine, the war was removed 
from the heart of Auftria to the banks of the RIjine. 

In the midft of thefc misfortunes, Cardinal Fleury 
died in the village of Ifll, leaving the affairs of the war 
the marine, the finances, and politics, in a critical fitu! 
ation ; whi'di leflened the glory of his miniftry, but not 
the tranquility of his mind. 

Louis XV. then took the refolution to be his own Mi- 
fiifter, and to put himfelf at the head of an army. He 
found himfelf in the lame ficuation in which his great- 
grandfather had once b^n, iJi a war called, like this 
The War of the SuccelTion.” ’ 

He had France and Spain to fupport againfl the fame 
enemies; that is, againfl Auftria, England, Holland, and 
Savoy. In order to form a juft idea of the embar- 
raffments which the King experienced, of the dana^ers 
to which he was expofed, and of the refources hefx)!'- 
fefied, we muft make appear in what manner England 
gave motion to all thefe difturbances of Europe. 


CHAP. VIH. 

“Tie ConiuB of England, The Tranfahfisns cf the Prkee 
of Ccr.ti in Italy, 

A fter the happy aera of the peace of Utrcchf, 
the Fiiglifli, who occupied Minorca and Gibraltar 
in Spain, obtained feveral privileges from the Cojit or 
Madrid, which the FVenc4i, its defenders, did not enjoy. 
The E’nglifli merchants purchafed negroes on the (^oall: 
of Africa, and clilpoled of then^ to the Spanilli Colonics 
in America. 1'his traffic of men fold by men, notwi h- 
(landing thirty-three piallres •[* paid to the Spanilh 
vernment for every (lave, was a confiderablc object Oi 

•tTiaflrc, value about a cro'wi. _ 

ram 
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rain to the Englifh Company ; becaufe, in furnifliing 
tour thoufand eiglic hundred negroes, they obtained leave 
to fell the eight hundred without paying any duty. But 
the greateft advantage granted to the Englilh, to the 
exclufibn of other Nations, was the permifiion which the 
Company enjoyed from 1716 to fend a fliip to Porto- 
Bello. 

This veffel, which at firft was reftrained to five hun- 
dred tons, was by agreement, in 1717, allowed to carry- 
eight hundred and fifty ; but, in fad, by fraud one 
thoufand, whith amounted to about two millions weight 
in goods. Thefe thoufand tons were yet the leaft con- 
fiderable object of the cAmmerce of this Englith Com- 
pany. A tender, which conftantly followed the veffel 
under pretext of carrying provifions, went and returned 
continually. She was loaded in the Englifh Colonies 
with goods, which fhe brought to this veflld ; which, as 
it was never empty by this means, did as much bulinels 
as a whole fleet. Often even o[hcr Ihips came by 
permifiion to fill this vefibl ^ and their fioops went befides 
to the coarts of America to carry goods which the people 
had occafiOD for ; which not only. wronged the Spanifli 
government, but was an injury to every body concerned 
in the trade from Spain to the Gulph of Mexico. The 
Spanilh Governors treated the Knglifii merchants with 
rigour, which feldom keeps within proper bounds. 

In the year 1739 one Jenkins, mailer of a vcllc*, pre- 
fented himfclf before th'e 1 Joule of Commons, lie was 
a plain. Ample man, who had never been concerned in 
•W illicit trade, but had been met by a Spamfli guarJa- 
cofta in lome latitude ot Aoiaerica which was prohibited 
to the Englilli. The Spanifh Captain h.id fuzed the 
Ihip, put the crew in iron‘d, flit the nofe and cur off the 
cais or the mafter. In this condition Cajua.n Jenkins 
app'sared before the Pariiamcnt. He infoimed them of 
ins mistorcune with the naivete of his proteffon and his 
cnaracler. — ‘‘ Gentlemen, faid he, when they had tlius 

disfigured me, I was thieatcned with d^raih. I ex- 

pefted it, and recommentied my foul to God, ai'd my 
- rcyenge to n)y Country.”. I hde words, expreff d io 

n 
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naturally, excited a clamour ofeompaffion and indiona. 
tion in the Houfs. The people of London exclaimed 
without doors, “ A free fea, or a war.” 

Perhaps there never was more real rhetoric ufe 
of than in the Englifli Parliament upon this fubjeed: ; 
and 1 doubt whether the premeditated orations formerly 
pronounced at Athens and at Rome on fimilaroccafions, 
could lurpafs the unpremeditated fpeeches of Sir Wil- 
liam Wyndham, Loid Carteret, the Minider Sir Robert 
Walpole, Lord Chefterfield, and Mr. Pulteney, fmee 
F.arlof Bath. Thefe difeourfes, which are the natural 
effefts of the Englifli conftitution and national fpirir, 
fometimes ftrike (Iringers with'amazement ; as the pro- 
duce of a country, though held cheap at home, is con- 
lidered as a rarity abroad. 

But w here the fpirit of party reigns, we muft read all 
thofe fpeeches with caution, the true liate of the Nation 
being generally difguifed. The minifterial party there 
reprefents the Kingdom in a flouiifliing fituation, while 
the oppofite faftion afl'urcs us that the Nation is ruintd. 
Both parties commonly exaggerate. “ Where aie the 
“ times feried one of their Members of Parliament on 
“ this occafion), where are the times when a Minil'er 
“ of war could fay, that nobody fliouki date to fire i 
“ cannon in I'.urope without ptrn.iljion from the 

“ Englifli ?” -• 

At halt, the voice of the Nation determined the King 
and Parliament. A war was declaied in form againll 
Spain about the end of the year r739' , , 

The war was at firlt carried on by fea ; and tlic 
privateers of both Nations, authorifed by letters oi 
marque, attacked the merchantmen in Euroiie and 
America, reciprocally dellroying the trade tor which 
they were contending ; but it was not long before greater 

hoftilities enlued. , , 

In the year 1-40, Admiral Vernon entered the Ouipn 

of Mexico, and there attacked and took ° 

Porto- Bello, the mart of 'he ‘reafiires of the JN 
World, ddtroyed the fortilications, and left tl 
open to the Englifli, who might now carry on by . 
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of arms that which they had before doneclandeflinelv^and 
which had been the caufc of the rupture. Tii’c En Jifli re- 
garded this expedition as one or tiie n;r *atelt Ervu.es rc!)- 
dered to the Nation. I'he Adiijiiad reccivedi ilie rh.;nks 
ofbothHoufes of f'ariiaineiit : tiiey wrot * to h iia ns 
they had formerly done to the Dnke of Maiibo.cjn/:,n 
after the battle of Hocl.ftedt. / fter this conqoj‘1, r 
Soiuh-Sea Stock continued to rife, noLv\ iudlandliig t'uc 
immehfe expences of the ?sa!:ion, the Engldh heing i;» 
hopes of conquering Spanifli- America. I hey imagined 

that nothing could ifand betore Admiral Vernon ^ and 
a little after, when he ^laid fitge to Carthagena, they 
were in fo great haite to celebrate the tak i-^g of ig dnm 
while he was railing the fiege, they firuck ou' a meuai, 
on one fide ot whicii was tlic port and the t^v/n of Ca.- 
thagena, with this motto, “ Ho iias taken Ca; thagena.” Cn 
the other hde was Admiral \ ernon, wnh tr.j nu.npdui:, 
‘‘ To the Avenger ih' h ^ Chyuiuryd’ There are a ; lO... 
many inllances ot thele p-rcni uime medal; , \. inch nnegm 
deceive poltcnty, if hiik)iy, \v!nc:li is moie i.minh.i ..n I 
exadg did not prevent fik h < irori. 

Trance, wlu) had i)ur a '^caL mad.nc, cii.l not decirm 
openly-, but the Ficncii [','Lenidy a.mied the Spama f.. 
a.^ nuiv h as lay in their p.c.v'T. 

Such then was tiic rkuaiun of aoah-s NtwVvii Ea.i**' 
land and Spang when the dvaih oi tdn.idcs W. gave lo/-: 
to lo mucl) trouble in i* tu'opc. W e have h.cn iiow 
much Germany lullered bv liie uifpures bet.. lc:i dvmd la. 
and Bavaria ; nor did Itaiy elcape tne dieiohu.on '.d.iv h 
attended this Auflrian fueceflioii. ^ d'iie hiilaneie 
reclaimed by the Spaniards. Parma andi l iacentia i '> 
longed by birthright tooneofthe Ions or the Queen, v. lio 
'vvas born Princeis of Parma. Hadi’lidipV. ehue.Kd 
tht Milanelc for himleli-; all Italy would have beui 
alarmed-, or it Don Carlos, abcady m Oder of Naples and 
Sicily, had pretended to Parma and Pla.cenciaj tiic mm- 
lo many Stat-s under one Soveiu neoHu not i nl oc 
creating diltui ban* es j therefore D^.m Piniip, tiie younger 
Jother ol Don Caihns, was then imui d upon to ;n 
tie Mini and ihuma. dire Q'leen' of ilunga^N , 

VoL. III. {<: ^ \;na 
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who Wvis nhllrefs of the Milanefe, endeavoured to fup. 
port her right to that Province, while the King of Sar- 
dinia Duke of Savoy renewed his pretenfions ; jpeing 
afraid that the Uoufc of Auftria Lorrain, poff. (Ting at 
once the Milanefc and Tufeany, might one day recover 
thole territories, which had been ceded to him by the 
treaties of 1737 and 1738 : but he dreaded ftill more 
the power of France, and a Prince of the l-foufe of 
Bourbon, when he already faw another Prince of that 
Houfc in pofTefTion of Naples and Sidy. 

From the beginning of 1742, he refolved to unite 
himfeif with the Queen of Hungaiy, without joining 
with her in all her views. They wcie to unite only againit 
the prefent danger, which threatened both, witliout 
leeking further advantages •, and the King of Sardinia 
refervxd to himfeif the liberty of altering his meafurts 
when lie ihould think proper. It was a treaty bet'Acen 
two enemies, who only meant to defend themfelvesagaMifl; 
a third. The Court of Spain lent the Infant Don Jdiiiip 
to attack the Duke-King of Sardinia, who did not clv}ule 
him cither as a friend* or as a n^^iglibour. Cardinal 
Fleury had permitted Don Philip and part of his army 
to pafs through France, but would not aflilt: liim with 
troops. 

** Ac one time great thhigs are ci'nc *, wiiilc at another, 
men are afraid of doing any thing. The reafon ot tins 
condiiifl was, that tlic F'lencli (littered rlK-mi'clvts with 
'biinging over the K ingot Sirdinia to their intereft, who 
gave them lb ne room to hope Ibr fuccefs. 

Befides, they did, not chooL an open war wnth the 
Englilli, who would Iiave clvci-ired if immediately. The 
revolutions in Germany hindirecl them nlfo at that time 
from iigtating the Maritime Powers. The Fnghll^ 
openly oppofed the Cttieir.ent of Don Philip m Itafy. 
under the pretence of prei'erving the balance or Furop- 

That balance, whether well or ill undcrIlooJ, had be- 
come the favourite palTioni of the ifnglifli ; but this 
covered a more concealed intereft which the Englilh ivii- 
niftry had in view : they wanted to oblige Spain to di- 
vide with them the trade of the New World. On th's 
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bndition they would have pcrmitml Dnn Pliilip to have 
oone ^v'er to Italy, as they had alfitled Don Carlos in 
the year 17^ /. But the Couit of Spain would not agree 
to enrich its enemies at its own expence, and thought 
itfelf fufficiently able to eflablilh Dun Philip in his do- 
luinions. 

In the months of November and December, 1741, the 
Spanifli Court fent over feveral bodies of troops to Italy, 
under the command of the Duke of Montemar, who waS 
not Icfs known by ihe viftory of Bitonto, than by his 
difgrace which folio wee/ it. Theie t'oeps landed fuc- 
ccflively on the coalls of rufeanv, and in the ports of 
the State called Prcfidii belonging to the Crown 
of the I'wo Siciiie*’'. It was neccflhry to pufs through the 
dominions of the Grantl-Duke, luuband to the Qiieen of 
Hungary, who was obliged to grant them free palTage, 
and d dare his country neutral. T'he Duke of Modena, 
who had married the daughter of the late Du!;e cf Or- 
leans, Regent of France, likewife declared Idmlelf neu- 
ter. Pope Benedid A IV. through* hofe territories both 
Spaniards and Aultrians mull pais, embraced the fame 
neutrality with a better grace than the otliers : he aftid 
in this refpedl as the common father or the Princes and 
the people, whilll his children lived at free quartets ifT 
Ids dominions. 

Frefn troops arrived irMii Spam bv ilic way of C^enoa. 
That Republic declared itfelf neutr.il, and let the u pafs. 
At the luire time even the King of iNaplc'; embraced the 
neutrality, though the qucllion was il;ic cauie of h'S father 
and his brother. But oi all the Powers neutral in ap- 
pearance, not one of them v/as fo in fadh 

With refpeft to the neutrality or the King of^Naples, 
obferve what was the cunfec|uence ot it. i o their great 
furprize, on the iSth of Augull, an Fiigliili iquadroii 
•appeared within figb»t of the port of Naples. It confiited 
fix men of war of fixty guns each, fixdrigates, and 
two bomb* ketches. Commodore (fince y\dnnial) iVlar- 
who commanded this.fquadron, bent an officer on 
Ihore with a letter to the Prime Minifier-, the lubiUnce 
®f which was, that the Kino; fliouid rccal lu • troops from 
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theSpan'di army, or the townwoiild immediately be honi- 
barcied. I'hey held i'ercral confultations, until the Ena. 
liih Commodore, laying his watch upon the deck, told 
th.em he would allow them only one hour to come to a 
determination. I'he port was badly provided with ar- 
tillery-, they had not taken the necelTary precautions 
againll an unexprfted attack ; and they were then len- 
lible that the old maxim, mailer by fea mailer by 

'land,” is often true. T hey were obliged to compl) 
with the Engliili Comn'‘odore’s demands, and to keep 
their promifes until they could put the port and King, 
dom into a Hate of defence. 

The Fngliih themfelves were fenfible that the King of 
Naples could no more keep tliat forced neutraiitv in 
Italy, than the King of England had obferved his in Ger 
many. 

T'he Spanifli army under the command of the Duke 
of Montemar, which had come into Italy to lub 
due Lombardy, being ilofely puihed by the Au- 
flrians, had retired to the frontiers of the Kingdom or 
Naples. About this time the King of Sardinia return'd 
to Eiedmont, and to his Duchy of Savoy, where the vi- 
ciiiitudes of the war required ins prefenre. 'I'hc Im.iiit 
Don Philip had been prevented by the Engliili I'qiiadrcn 
tTom ianding frefh troops at (icnoa ; but he had pene- 
trated by land into the Duchy of Savoy, of which iic 
foon became mailer. That country is almoil open on the 
fide of Daiiphiny. It is lb barren and poor, that it was 
with difficulty its Sovereigns could raife from its le- 
vcniie of fifteen hundred thoufand livres. Chailcs- 
P'manucl, King of Sardinia and Duke of Savoy, had 
abandoned it to go to the defence of Pied iiont, a counrry 
of greater importance 

We lee by this detail that all ITiro]ie wasalainia^b 
and that all the Provinces expeiienced calamities, imin 
the farthell corner Sileiia to the extremity ot Italy- 
Although Auilria was at oj^en war with Bavaria nlonc, 
yet all Italy was ravaged, 'l ire people of the JVlil.nudf, 
Mantua, Parma, Modena, and (funilalla, oblervcd 
tilde irrupaons and delolations with an iinpoL^'^^ 

• In December, 174J. 
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concern, havin*:; been long accustomed ro be the pri^ 
of the Cf)nqueror, without even daring to give either 
denial or conient. 

The Cou t of Spain demaivJrd a pahTtge from the 
Swifi through di. ir country to lend new troops into 
Italy, whiaii v/as reiuled. 'i'he Sv/ifs Cantons fdl 
fuidicrs to all the Powers, and defend their country 
ao-ainft them. Tncir government is padfic, and the 
people v/arnors. Such a neutrality was refpefted. 
The Venetians, on th.dr fide, raifed twenty thoufand 
men to give weight to theirs. 

There was in rhe harbour of Toulon a Spanilh fleet 
of fixteen m n of war, which had been dcflincd to carry 
IJon Philip to Italy i b6t he had gone by land, as has been 
already mentioned. It was defigned to carry provifions 
for his troops-, but could not, being conflantly de- 
tained in port by an EngliOi fleer, v/hich commanded 
the Mediterranean, and infulted ail the coafts of Italy 
anJ Provence. As the Spanilh engineers were not 
expert m their art, they were exerciied dm mg four 
months in the harbour of Toulon in fliooting at a 
mark ; and prizes were prupofed, to excite their emula- 
tion and iiiduftry. • 

When they had acqifred fuflicient fldll, the Spaniili 
fquadron, commanded by Don Jol'eph Navarro, failed 
from the road of Toulon. It confilted only of twelve 
men of war. 'Phe Spaniards not having a luffici^it 
number of Tailors and engineers to work flxtccn, it was 
immediately joined by fourteen Fiench Ihips, tour 
frigates, and thr^e fire-lliips, under the command (J 
Mr. de Court, who at the I’ge ot ton rl core enjoyed 
all the vigour of body and mind which luch a Tiation 
required. Forty years l*ad elapied (ince the lea-nglit 
ofl Malaga, where he ha-d Icrved as Captain on board 
the Admiral’s Thip and fince that time there had been 
flo engagement at fra in any part ot the world, except- 
ing that off* Mcflina in i 71S 

Ad- 


^ Between the fleets of Spain and Auflria, 

* • 
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Acimiral Matthews prefented^ h’mfelf before the 
united le|'ju(Tons of frnnee and Sp.tin. His fleet con- 
fiiled ot forty-five Ib'ps, five frigates, and tour flre- 
lliips. With the advantage of a fupeiior number, 
he likewife contr’vedrto get the Vvind m his favour-, 
a manoeuvre upon which victory ot cn dopeuds i« iVa. 
fights, as it does at land on an advant gee us poft. 
The Englini were the firfl wiio rang d their n, val 
forces in theo der of battle which is now in ule; and ic is 
from them that other nations have Irarned to ci.fpo*e of 
their fleets into the divifions of van, tenter, and rear. 
They fou d'it in this order at the engagement ofl' T(;U, 
Ion ^ ^ where the two fleets were equally damaged, and 
alike tdfperled. 

T'his battle was iiidccifive, asVea- fights a 1 moil always 
are f if we e xcept that off La HogivO, ’n whii h the iruits 
of gre *t prciparacions and an oblbnatc ac:fion are the 
dtlkuTion of nuird'crs on bodt fides, and the dif 
mailing of the vrfleis. Each parry complained. 1 he 
^ipaniartls thought they had not been properly lupported: 
the French aecul^d tlie.'- paniards <f ingratitude. 1 liouph 
thefe two nations were in alliance, they were n^c 
always united. d'heir ancient antipathy fonieti i is 
revived ame ng the poopic, thoi.gli a good intelligcn.c 
fubfifled between their Kir.gs. 

T he real .uivantage of this battle was, in faef, gained 
by the French and 5 j,aniarcls • as the Mcditci raman 
feJiig now free, a: lead for iome time, the provilions 
Vvhich Eon Fhilip flood in ncid ot migh.t be cafiiy 
fine him from the coails of l^njvcncc. But when ad- 
.nuial Matthews rctvirn'd *^0 thole It as, neither loench 
fleets nor Spanifh Iquadrons coiiid oppde him. 1 hele 
two nations being qbligcd conilaiuly to lupport nume- 
rous armies by land, were not jvnfrcfled ot that power 
ful navy which forms the bafis or the Inngiiflt power. 

February 22, 1744* 
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CHAP. ;x. 

^he ^Prince of Conti forces the Poffti^es of the 
Situation of Affairs in Itaff 

I N the midft of thefe ftrugg^es, Louis XV. declared 
war againft the King of L.ngl^nd and the Q^ieen 
of Hungary who, in return, declared war againft him 
with the ufoal formalities I'his was only a piece of 
fuperfluous ceremony on both Tides. Neither Spam nor 
Naples declared war, but they carried it on 
Don Philip at the h ad of twenty thDufiind Spani- 
ards commanded by the Marquis de la Mina, and the 
Prince of Conti followed by twenty thoufand french, 
feverally infpired their troops with that ipirit of confi- 
dence and of refolutc courage which were neceftary 
for penetrating into Piedmont, where one battalion may 
flop a whole armyj where they are expofed every mo- 
ment to fight among rocks, precipiees and torrents; 
and where the difficulty of corjvoys reaching them was 
none of the fmalleft ihcy had to encouiuer. The Prince 
of Conti, who had ferved Lieutmanc-General in the 
unfuccefsful war of Bavaria, had had experience in his 
youth. ^ 

On the firfl of April 1744, the Infant Don Philip 
and he palled the Varo, a river which tails from the 
Alps into the fca of Q.noa, below Nr e. The whole 
county of Nice lurrendtrcd; but before they could ad- 
vance farther, they were obliged to attack the in'icnch- 
nients thrown up near Villa-f ranca; *and after them 
they were oppoled by thofe of the furtieis of Montal- 
ban, fituated among the rocks which formed a long 
ishain of almoft inacceffible ramparts. They*coold not 
march but in defiles, and through hollow ways, where 
they were expofed to the artillery 01 the enemy, which 
^nnoyed t.hem alio when clambering from rock to rock. 


April 26, 1744. t M‘iy 13, 1744. 
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They wctc ohliralfto encounter fome of the Enoijf]. 
even on the for Admiral Matthews, after rehtr me! 
h s fleet, liad leturncd to relume the empire of the 
lie haJ linued :it ViliA-Franca, where his foldiers joinej 
the l^iedmoiuele, and his engineers ferved the arfillery 
IN o.wirlUlandi’iig thefe dangers, the Prince of Conri pre. 
ic n^d himielf before the rampart of Piedmont, nearVih.i. 
’ P racca, w hich was about two hundred toifes in hei'-'lic 
ih.juglu by the King of Sardinia to be inaccelTihle, mnd 
covered witlt french and Spaniards. The Knglifli Ad, 
nu.ral and !i,s iailors were on the point of being takea 

pri.l ners, there. ^ 

1 hey th.en advanced and pent^trated as far as the \AI. 
ley ot Ch.ateau-Dauphiii-]-. The Count de Canij.o. 
faiuo, r.c t;K he;.d ot the Sp.iniards, followed the Prinre 
ot Conti through anoilier tlefilc. l ie had obtained th- 
name and title oi' C.'.mpo-fanto IVom the battle ei' 
C aenpodanto, in which he Inul diflinguiflud liimUh’ ky 
aiionifldng acts (;i valour. 1 his ai.'pellation was 
Ji'in as a iccompence*, in the fame manner as the name 
ot Bironto \\?d been given to r! e Du!:c of Montermir, 
ai er tihe batric cf Bitonto. No title c.in be moie plo- 
liens than tihat ot a baltle wliieh one has gaineek 

'I'he Bailirf of Civri, in open day, I'eaied a rock or 
whicli two tiioufand Piedmontefe wete eivrenched. d b: 
brave Cl, ev ei r, who was the IiiIl thai mounted the ram- 
jurc ar ikague, was among tlic foremolt who reached 
t!ie top. d'li.s feene was inor*^ Ifoody tluin tliat ot 
l^rague, as they hatl no cannon, and the Piedinonkde 
Tept playiiaa thc.rs eonllamly upon the afliiihinr:. 
1 he King or Sardinia was in jKidon behind tlide ca- 
tienchmniis, ci’ideavouring to animate his troops, d'-hc 
Badifi oi' (iivii w..s wounded at the beginning of the 
action i and the Mar<juis dc Villemur, being inrorietd 
th.it a p 'irajm nor lets in;]X)rtanc had been haj pdy c.;r- 
ried b) like Imei.eh, orden d a retreat, which (hen in- 

IKnmiy t-) t'e beat: but tlie olliceis and lokhcis 

were too mLieli aninia cd to lillen to it. 

* A d'ouc'i^- -i lathoni, a mralure of tuo yard-, -j july n;, i74l’ 
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Lieutenant‘Colonel de Po'tou Icuped into the firfl; en- 
trenchment, where he was followed by the grenadiers ; 
and, what is hardly credible, they palTed clofe by the 
very embrafures of the enemy’s 'cannon, at the inftant 
that the pieces being fired were recoiling with their 
ufual motion I'hcy loft about two thouland men ia 
this adion ; but not one of the Piedmontefe efc;pcd. 

The King of Sardinia, in defpair, wanted to throw 
himfelf into the midft of the allailants, and they kept 
him back with much diiliculty. The Bailifi' of Givri, 
Colonel Salis, and the Marquis de la Carte, w. re among 
the ftain •, the Duke d’Agenois with a great many 
others were wounded. ^ But ftill their iofs was Ids con- 
fiderable than they might have expected from fuch a 
fituation. 

The Count de Campo-fanto, who could not arrive in 
time at the narrow fteep tiefile where this furious en- 
gagement was in agitation, wrote to tiie Marquis de la 
Mina, General of the Spanlfk army under Don Philip: 
“ We may have, fays he, opportunities of behaving 
as well as the French, but it is impolfible to behave 
better.” 

I always take notice of thoft* letters of the General 
officers which contain any intcrefting particulars. For 
this reafon, I fiiall'tranlcribe that which the Prince of 
Conti wrote to the King concerning this engagemeijt. 
I'his has been, fays he, one of the moll brilliant and 
lively adions that ever happened I'he troops have 
“ fliewn a valour more than human. The Brigade of 
“ Poitou, having M. d’Agenois at its head, has gained 
“ immortal honour. 

“ The valour and prefence of nVmd of M. de Chevert 
“ chiefiy decided the advantage. I recommend to you 
M. de Solemi, and the Chevalier de Modena. La 
Carte is killed. Your Majcfty, who knows.the value 
‘‘ ot fricndfliip will feel how much I am affeded by 
“ his loft.” 

* What was there incredible in tliii ? Tf^nfater. 

SucJ> 
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Such expreffions of a Prince to a King are leffons of yj, 
tue to the reft of mankind, and hiftory ought to prefenr- 

During the attack, on Cliatean-Daiiphin, it wa<? found 
nereflary to carry what was called Barri(;adrs ■ > 
paffage about eighteen feet broad between two^iv.un*' 
tains whiih reached the clouds Into this pneioTe 
the King of Sardinia had turned the courfe of the t!vt, 
Sture, which watered the neighbouring valley. Tint- 
entrenchments, and a covered way beyond the river, dc^ 
fended the poft of the barricades. After chi% thry’had 
to reduce the caftle of Demont, built at an immenk 
expcnce on the top of a detached rock, in the middle 
of the valley of Store*, whence^ the French, being tlien 
mailers of the Alps, could diftmguiih the plains ol' 
Piedmont. 7’hcle Carrii.ade3 were artfully furroiindai 
by the French and Spaniards the night before the at- 
tack on Chateau-Dauphin. They were carried almcll 
without ftriking a blow, by putting thofe who defended 
them between two fires. This advantage was one of 
the maftcr-ftrokes in the art of war-, for it .'as gloiiouts 
it obtained the objevi; in view, and was not bloody. 


C H A P. X. 


AV'o; Aj isfuytiiy.es of the Emperor Charles VIL 
Bell tie of Dettirgen. 

rj^ir SE g‘eat a6l:ons, however, were but of IIt:i 


Icrvice m promoting the principal defign ; 

11 .1 *r * 11 nn L _ ^ r 


wlncli 


is generally tlie caVe in all wars. The caufc oi the 
(^jecn (if Hungary was not the lefs triumphant. The 
ihiuperor Charles Vll. in fadt named Emperor by the 
King of France, was not lefs banilhed iiom his o^o’i 
eftates, nor lels a wanderer in Germany. The french 
Were not lefs rcpulled on the Rhine and the ' 
in fine, Frame was not the lefs exhaufted, by luppott- 
ing a caule which Vvas foreign to her, and tor a wux 
which ftie iTiight have kept clear ot ; a war undertaken 

^ 1 - by 
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{jy the foie ambition of Marfhal Bclleifle, in which there 
^as but little to be gamed, .md a treat deal to be loll. 

The Emperor Charles Vll. at hut took refuge in 
Aug^hurg, a free imperial city under a republican 
(/overnment. and famous frum th^ name of Augiiftus; 
Uie oii 4 y one which liad p*efeived any remains though 
coruipted, of that name, wh;cii was formerly lb common 
to the frontier towns rf Germany and of Gaul. He 
made but a fhort ftay there j and on lowing it, in the 
month of June 1743, had the morcilic.at!on to fee a 
Colonel of Huffars, named Mentzel, noted forhisbiu- 
cality and robberies, enter the place, and iniulL him in 
the public ftreets. 

His unhappy deftiny next led him to Frankfort, a 
city Hill more privileged than Augfburg, and in which 
he had carried his election to tiie lcm[)ire, but where 
lie now faw his misfortunes encreale. Four miles Fom 
this new refuge he came to a battle, which finally de- 
cided Ids fate. 

I he Earl of Stair, a Scotch nobleman, one of thofe 
brought up luider the Duke of Marlborough, and for- 
merly Ambaffador in France, had m irched towards 
Frankfort with an army of above fifty thoufanU men, 
confining of Engl. fir, Hanweri.o^ , and Auilrians. 'Fhe 
King.of England arrived with his fecond fon, the Dike 
of Cumberland, after having gone to Frankforr, the 
very alylum of the Empero; whemi he had acknow- 
ledged as his foverti cn, and againll whom he was mak- 
ing war in hopes to dethrone him. 

Marlhal Duke de Noailles, who headed the French^ 
armv, had borne arms ever fince he was fifteen years ot 
age. 1 )e had commanded at Catalonia, in ihe warot 1701, 
and had iince filled the fcveral pv.nc.pal departments 
of the Hate. 1 h ugh at the head of tne finances at the 
b' ginning of the regency, at once a General ot the 
aijpiy and iViiniltcr of Staie, he v.cakd not wcultivate 
literature i an example formeily common among the 
Greeks and Romans, but, in the piefe t times, very 
feldom to be met with m Europe. I lu. Cencral, by 
iki extraordinary manoeuvre, immcJiatelyCuaue himfeif 

nuftef 
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m.idor of the field •, hemmed in the army of tiv' Pp 
£l,(h, which had th.e IVl.e.’iie betv.C' ii it and riic 1 ivi], k 
and cut off then puw'lioiis, by c oininandjjn'^ the 
ia^c^ aheve and bedo'.v thur caiiip. ^ 

I'he Kmj ot lMi.nj:ind v,ts irnded in A IchaT'iiihvp-p 
a town upon the Miync bchmyiiip'; to tin- h.kLmr (.^ 
Mentz lie liad tak(‘n tli:> lb p apairdt tin .uivne,'" 
l.ord Stair, and be‘.»;an to rcj^eni ii. td* now htV; a -, 
army blc-ci.cd op uP'J tamiliu-d liy t!u‘ rvLuflnil uc No, 
aides, and waS ohiipal to reduce hi^ 1 dc.'ers ta ji.of 
their cunanon alhAvaiKC. 'Pticv were lo n.u h in v/.mt 
ot U)iap‘ , that it v as jo'opc/!. d to iiam rin^; die liode, , 
and it would have been put m exec anon, i' [!v. y iuii 
remained t^\o dayns longer in tnat btua.; m. "J iie K c; 
of was, at latl, obiiged to retire to leek lao^ 

viUons at liaiiaii, on liie ioau to Fr.inkioit- h n ;n iri 
retreat lie wnis expolt d to ilie batteries ol' the Ciierad: 
caninai, placed on the limhs of rlie Mayne !t wa- 
jKcefi'ary lo h.lFii tim inareh of an a loy w akeneo i 
luingi r, aiui vdiole i\ar-guard might be dAli\)\.d i' 
the Funcli. Foi Fiarlhal cie Nuaiilcs Innl t.nkantii: 
precaution to thiow over biiv.'ges between DcttmLen 
and Aiclndieiibiirg, t.j)on the road to t ianau. ana ih: 
laiglilh hail to then* oilier nidlakes added that ed liin 
ftrin^; tiiem to b eonli.ruCU*d. 

On llie 2 (nii ot June, at midniglit, th; King o; V 
'gland deeaiiijed n.s aimv willi Uie gi\..t(lt Ideace, .nei 
iiazaided a [n'CkJj^it.ite and uai.gcrouo iiiawli, to v, la ■' 
tiiev were thus reoiiced. Marii.al de A'oaillns ohkrv. ; 
the 1 ighifb, who K*emcd to be haltening to then uii, 
in a ili.iit lo.d lietween a mountam .iiiimt i iver. ih: 
took tins oppcn-ttniiry to eaule the iquavm>iis c't use 
King’s iuitdliuld, tliC dragoons and huifars, to adoMin ■ 
towards the village ot iKttingCn, bdore wiiKii da ni - 
glilli iiiull pals, lie ordeted tour lirigadies oi r 
and the bhcneJi guaials to ide olf o er two hi if A' 
d In le tr(,ops weie to retnaiii polled <it Fell igeii, 
this lide a hollow road, where they could not he 
lerved tiy tlie Fnglilli, whole motions, at the 1 ane teii'- 

wc;e lien by Nlarlh.d Noailles. I'lie encinv was i’.k^ 

w.- 
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Vife Hcmnv.d in by two barTri^S wliich M. dc Valli :re, 
ibiibb enginctn*, had erected on il^e banks (k' tlie river, 
iuid w!],ich were pi^V'd againfl them. l’h:s obliged 
ti'icm to pals throu di a dOdr b-T-.'-en Deftiiv/cn and a 
iiitle river, d hus Hiu ited, tlie nrcndi inigh: Iwc fir* d 
uoon them wi:h certain auvaiitagc, and th- Kmg of 
Kn<dand himfelf might have become their j, rnbee.-. in 
ihorr, this v;as a d.ccilive moment which might liavc 
put an end to live war. 

The Marlhal recommended to liis nenliew, the Duke 
de GramuKint, I aeucenant-general and (k)l }nei of tlie 
Oiiards» to remain in ibis pontion till die enemy flioukl 
come and put themielves imo hi: p-nver. IJiiiortu- 
nctely, howe.’cr, he went to r(A\)m;oitre a ford, in or- 
der to b.!n<i his cavalry nio'-e j(;r'mn\k M n'l or his 
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} oil, wliLie he ihould have lemained, he adivameo w.t’i 
tae regiment of guards and tint of tin Ncaill-es nnan- < 
my into a final! pdain called the Cock-ficdd, wliere the 
iMiglilh, who blcvi oiF in order of battle^ i^nni iormed 
themfelves. By this means the k'renv.h, who had drawn 
the enemy ii:to a fnare, fell into it ihemiclves. 1 l\ey 
miked on to tire attack in great d.'.foroer, and. with un- 
< <]i?al itreng' h. The cannon which hcvi b- cn placed 
‘'long the banks of the IVlayne by M. de ValliC'C, and 
''Vhich had played with finccis on the eiwmyk tkmk, par- 
ticularly the Hanoverians, were rendered uiel Is, as liiey 
<^ould not now be emplo\ed without annov ing tiie hr nch 
thernlidves. Jull as this mili.ike was commitrcd, iMar- 
kiuailles returned to that \\\\t of the army. 

The 
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The Kin|.»/.s hotifhold on horfcbaclc and tlie ca-* 
bineers by their impc tuofity Toon broke two linc -5 ut l|]^ 
cnen^y’s intantry-, bur the latter i nnv.tliately rallied anj 
iurrounded tlic I'Vench. 1 lie oiTic^ rs of tlu* re^>meiit cW 
guard'i advanced widi cuv. t intrepidity at the head ut j, 
Imall body ot infantry-, which coft them dear, for twci.tv.. 
one ot them w^rc killed on the Ipot, and as manv dm. 
gcroidly won need •, lo that the whole regiment v.ms 
routed. 

The Duke de Chartres (fince Duke of Orkans;, the 
Prince of Clu-nvMit, Count d’Eu, aiui the Duke de ;Vn. 
thievre, notwitldbuuiing his y-)v.ch, tiled all tlu ir cCmr* 
to Itop tills confuiion. 1 he Count tic Noadl'.s lu.ti iwo 
Iiorks killed und( i Irm, and his biothcr the Du, a* 
d’Ayen was thrown Dom his ho f*. 

It was in va:n the DDu<|uisde ru’ie^t.r. Ion ot t!i - M 
dial of tl’iUt name, ealDu lo the lokiiei s of !i;s rc'chn 
ran atti r rliem, rail ed as many of n.em as he t(a;Ll, 
cven];ill d lomewuriius own hantCvlio lk\l an.i uvl uur. 

Save liiniiclt whouan 'Dlie Iknimn-s and Duhes oh 
Diron, 1 .uxemburg, Kirliclieu, and Pequi^ni-f i.ev uidy 
alio i%dl. cd feme brigade^, acid broke inio ti.c Iiiils of 
the enmnv. 

, In aiualur tjuarrer tie King’s hour.'.c Id anti tivj r'ua- 
bhu'fis ilood tiuir < rtH'Uvi. in one jdree in ^jhi i'c a 
uooj)ol gtndaimcs ; m .uiother,a eom; any nu s, 
!uTt,an huntiretl niuhjtKMeeis ; there, e. oi ca- 

valry advanting witli lighf-hcije j and t/tii' rs who tol- 
lowed the taiabnuers or tlie gicnad t rs t.n h.crhback, 
all running up' to the Ihrgiilli iworddn-hiiid. wiiii n ote 
Courage than goooi order. Iiuiecd tlu v luu !o iut.c Oi 
the latter, that ar.out liliy n-ulquetters, . umicti uii by 
their valour, penetrated nun the legimru c/i u^a ic o rn- 
inanded by Lord Stair. Dweiuv-let cn ohieeis o{ herlt: 
belonging to tiic loyal houiliold pinifned in flu'^ con* 
ftifion : and lixt\-fix v^cre d inucioullv wounded . among 
the ialf were ‘Count d’Lu, (.ounc d’ilartourt, C ouiuoc 
Beuvron, the Duke dc iknifll is; and Cou.it tic hi Klotto 
} loudancourt, guiuh man (d Imnoiir to the eo, 
horfe being killed, was lor fjiiK time tuinu lca mauler 
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foot by the cavalry, and at laft carried off almoft dead. 

The Marquis cie Gontaud had his arm broken, and 
the Duke de Rochechouart, iirft g^mtleman of the cham- 
ber, having been tvvice wounded, continued fighting un- 
til he was killed on t ;e fpot. The Marquifies de Sahran 
an^l de Fleury, the Counts d’Eftrade and Roftaing, like- 
wife loll their lives *, nor mud we omit, among the par- 
rietdars of that melancholy day, thcdcadi of the Count 
de B )ufllers, of the branch of Rem’anLOurt. He 
was a boy little more than ten years old. A cannon-ball 
broke his leg, which he faw cutoff, and died with amaz- 
ing refolution. "'uch youfh and coim.ge greatly affected 
tne fpectators of his misfortune. 

The lo<s was no Icfs confiJerable among the Engliin 
officers. The King of Eingland loughc on loot and on 
horfeback, fometimes at the head of his cavalry, and 
at others at the head of the infantiy. 7'he Duke of 
Cumberland was wounded by his fide ; the Duke 
(bAremberg, the Aufirian General, received a wound 
in the upper part of his bread •, and the Englifii l-yff 
feveral General officeis. The Cv>mb..t laded tlirce hours, 
but it^was too unequal; courage alone was engaged 
againff numbers, valour, and dilLipline. At length 
iViailhal Noaillcs gave orders tor a repeat. ^ 

'FheKing of England dined on the field of battle, and 
immediately after retreatcvl, Vv uhout allsjwinv tanetotake 
of all his wounded, fix hundred of whona were left 
behind, and recommended by Lord Stair to the genero- 
fi^y of the Mirfiial dc NoaillcS. Tbev vm:-e treated by 
.bie French as their countrymen *, bofn NarCions behav- 
ing to each other with much refpech d'b.e letters which 
paired between the two Generals fliew how far pohtenefs 
^nd humanly may be carried even ainidi: tlie horrors 
ol v/ar. 

Nor was this greatnefs of mind peruliar to the Eail 
Stair and the Duke of Noailles. The Duke or Cimi- 
•^crland gave an inllancc of equal generofity, which 
^^ght to be tranfmitted to pofteruy. — It hapjKmcd that 
^ mufqneteer named Girardaaj,bc ing dangeroi 11. wound- 
ed, was brought near the Duke’s tent, Moll of the fur- 

grons 
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rrcons bcin[T buly ellewlicre, thofe who were at haiit] 
were pre]Tariiig todrefs the Duke, who was wounded by 
a ball in the calf of his leg. Begin, faid the Princtr 
“ by dreffing that French ofheer’s wound-, he is nmir 
“ hurt tiian \ : he may perhaps want affdlance ; I ihall 
have help enough.” 

In other ivfpcdls the lofs cf both armies was nearly 
equal. I he allies had two thoufand two hundred and 
thirty-one men killed and wounded, according to the 
Ivigl 111 account, wliich feldom dimhiiflies their own 
lok, or exaggerates that of the enemy. 

The French liifTered a great lofs in rendering the moll 
excellent difpofitions abortive, by the lame preci{)itate 
ardour and want of dilcipline which iormerly occahoncl 
their lofing the battles ui Poitiers, Creriy, and A<yn- 
court. The wi iter of this hiftory law the Farl oddrau 
at the Fiaoue about fix weeks after the battle, aiwl tool 
the liberty to alk him his opinion of it. 'J'hat (jcnend 
returned for aniwer, “ I think the French wc-r; guil'y 
of one great fault, and we ol two. Yours was, in r/x 
“ having [^atience to .wait for us ; and ours v/eie, lidL 
“ in running ouriMves into imminenr danger od dc 
“ llrudlitm, and tiien in not having taken the advaii' 
rage of our victoiy.” 

After this ad ion a great many Fhciich and I'.nglfn 
officers went to Franklort, a nciitrai c;ty,wiierc tie' Fin- 
])eror law, one after the other, the Fail of Stair and 
Marffial de Iscailles, without being able to exprcls any 
other fentiments than thole of patience under his mil- 
fortunes. 

The Marflial dc Noailles found the F-mperor labour- 
ing under the gieateil chagrin, without dominions, witli- 
ont hope, and even dellituie of the means ot lubfilbub 
his family in that Imperial city, in which no perien 
would advance a Ih.lliiig to the Chief of tire i-mpne. 
He g^ave him a bill ot cicdil tor 40 ,ck.' 0 crowns, hciiy; 
certain that tlfis rekef would not be dilallowcd b/ 
the Kingr his mailer, d'u fuch a fituatioii was ai tins 
time reduced the majeilyof the Komaa Lnipae ' 

C H AF 
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CHAP. XL 

n;‘hc firft Campaign , of Louis XV, in Flanders^ and his Sue- 
cejjea. lie quit: Flanders to go to the Relief of Alface, 
which zvas threatened zvith an Invafion^ zvbile the Prince 
of Co}Ui, endeavoured to open the Pajfage through the Alps> 
Flew Confederacies, Fhe King of Prujfa again takes up 
Arms, 

I T was in thefo dangerous circurnftaiices, in this iTock 
of lb many States, in this medley and confiifion of wax 
;^nd politics; that Louis XV. commenced his lirfl cam- 
paign. The Iront'crs on the German fide were guarded 
with much difficulty. The Queen of Hungary had made 
the inhabitants ot Bavaria and the Upper Palatinate 
take an oath of fidelity. She cauled a M emorial to be 
publiflied in Frankfort, where Clpiries VII. had retired, 
hi which the eledlion of tills Kmperor ’"/as declared to- 
tally null and .void-, fo that he was obliged at lafi; to 
declare himfelf neuter, as they ftili kept firipping him 
uf his eftates. Fropofals were made to him for abek* 
eating and religningr the Empire to Francis of Lorrain, 
Grand-Duke of Tufeany, hulband to Maria-Therefa. 

Prince Ciiailes of Lorrain, brother to the Grand- . 
Duke, formed a lodgement in an Ifie upon the Rhine 
near to Old Bril'ac. SomePIungarian parties penetrated be- 
yond the Saar, and entered the frontiers of L^orrain. The 
famous pavtizan Mentzd dilperfed manifeftos in Alface, 
in the Three Bilhopricks and in the Franche-Comte, in 
whrdi he invited the people, in the name of the Queen 
of Hungary, to return to their obedience to the Houle 
of Aullria. Lie threatened the inhabitants who fhould 
take up arms to hang them up, after he had forced them to 
cut oft their own noTes and ears. This piece of infulei.ee, 
worthy a ioldier of Attila, though dcipicablc in itfclf, was 
a- proof of fuccefs. Tlie Auftrian armies threatened 
yoL. III. jy Naples 



(A 


n E AGE OK LOUIS XV. 


Na[)lcs at ilu: time the hrcnch and Sj^anillt annici 
only in the ‘.\1[)S. The Tn[>;la]i, vidorious by Ipuj 
rode triiiniydiani upon the i'eas. The Dutch weie jyijncJ 
CO declare thcnilelves, anti pronVifed to join the h?rif/]ii]| 
and Aidliians in Flanders. Fvery thing was adveilh. 
TheKingof FruOla, latisfudwith 'oeing pofl'dlcd of Sileiia 
had made a feparate peace with the Qiieen of lluirrm>y 

Loins XV. bore all the burthen of this war. J F- noj- 
only p'roteded the ironileis upon the borders of tlic 
Rhine and the Mofelle with ids tioops, but he even j)re- 
]%ai\d to Invade F.nglarid. lie I- nt to Rome for the 
\oun;’; Frince Charles-I.'.dward, ^^cldcll Ion of tlic Fr,> 
lender, and ginuidfon lo tite untortunare King James ![, 
A iker ot eme-and-twciuy (li’p^, containing tweivy-foar 
ihouland land iorcts, convoyed * him into the Ifnolch 
C: anneh 'i'lm; ih'ime hei now tin: ii ll hX'tot r,- 
( (\dl oi h's Kiigglem •, but a tempell, and, IKII LK.ra, a 
beer oi i'/'ghm men Ci v,.ng rcitdcred tins e::terj o::c 
friii' lefs. 

Xd;oiiL th.^ time tl:e K'ny, f('t out lor Idande’s. i ’.j 
ih t’ i gloi ' us army, whidi c^c-mre ddA rgenlun, 
o; h a, tedten erne fo turmili with every ilnrg; ac- 

( 'Jiin y b)r < i e beg * o. r: a {iiitl. 

I.ouis X \ . arrmtdi in r i.ii.' crs. At Irs approach rac 
Jk'/ULig Vv^'obad j/i-Jimb.d It) join the Aiibn.in anJha- 
gliln ticc'p^, l)cgan to bedraid. ddicy did not c;.i;cna 
ii'.lfd tlnnr piomife, btit ll nt tleputics to tlie K ng, inlUoil 
.ot Lioops againil him-, wlnle the French took Laurtrrr 
aiui Xenin ]- in the pr^lente oi thole very depiuics. 

K'ne vciy day after tiie railing oi Menin he invdlcd 
^.'j '0 . d'iie Frinee ol' Clermont, Abbe of vSt .Germa.ii- 
ch. ^-Fres, commaiKled tlie j)iiiicipal .tttat'hs ..l tlic fuag c)i 
Vpies, dhherc IukI not been lecn iti Fi.incc, iincc 
ini.es of'tlie Caro.ir.als Valerte and Kuurdis, a m.-.n 
Inni ti'.us united the proielfion oi arms witli tn.ii or die 
CliniiCli. d'he ih'iiKc' of Clermont had tins [nandf' n 
liu id.pe Ciemeni XiK who was of opinion, that X: 
ct t iv balFeal* protellion ought to be luhoiuinate to ta.aL 
Oi war in the perion oi the great-granJlon ot the 
nowned bondc. They attached the coveicd nay in tac 
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iVont of the Lower Town, altlioupli tint ,enterprizc 
Ice.ned hazardous and premature. I'icKl-Mirn^al Mar- 
quis de gc-auvcaii, an riic head of the o ,vnad ersof Bour- 
bon and Royal-Comtois, rvc.it-ed a miutal wound \vhi< h 
gave him excedive p.i’.n. He died in inctjnccdvalle tor-^ 
tures, regrecied by tlie offifcrs and foMicrsasapio-ni- 
fiiig General, aiui by all ihins as a man of fenic and 
probity. He faid to the iold.ers who earned him o-l, 
‘‘ Leave me, my friends, to die, and rciMui o the 
battle.” Ypres foon capitilated ^ : on winch not a 
moment was lolL While they entered tiiis town, the 
])uke of BoLiillers took K-^noqiie f ; and while the Kino* 
'VMS afterwards gr iiy.^ro tak^‘ a view of the frontiers., the 
ihinre of (dleiuii )nt undertook the hege of Linnes, 
v/hich, in five d.;} s after tlie trenciies were opened, lump 
cur the white Hag ;uk 1 furumeted j'. 

d'he J'ingliih .uid ' uiir u’l Ge-^erals vdio com- 
.manded on the fide (d Biufi-ds, i ehehd rapid 

;)i()<:u-eiS without buiu^ aL Ic to Hep ir, A b('dy of 
:m(;ps under the coma.ai.a (A h:arfiuil wh'axe, v.lvith 
ahe Fving had ordered to cpiGe them, were jo 
well ])ofied, and eoveied t' e u^y.ea lo o' p'o: tunelv, 
deit their fucceis w.ui nifalla je. i he ali’a; liad not 
ba’ined any fixed or leltled pian mM.* t.-e c lunp. gya. Th.c 
^auM.fions of the hrenJi ar-uy ^veic well ecneeritci. 
klulLai polled at Coi rtuiy, pi even • a 1 all the cf- 

^'au.s ortihc (merov, anvl facilitated the op-, ration, of the 
^*mnch. A numerous aitiiiery wluehtlua e.ul’y drew 
Douay a regiment of matiOiTes, confiuing of near 
live thouland men, fully officered for e.ondtvMug fieger, 
compoled of foldicrs active and well uilcipimed 
idd to thefe a large body of engineers ^ were advantages 
Nations uniting in halle to declaie " ar coulij not 
poHefied of for fomc years. Such eilabliihrnents as 
mull be the fruit of time and Cvvnitanr au^encKM 
[Powerful monarchy •, and hence the r'rensh have 
’^‘ceilarily tiie iuperiority in lieges cumr o; iier .lU atiom-. 

, die m idle of this f'rvsgiei.^, nwvu a’ -ived tiut li'.c 
palled the Knip.c on llie i'uh; (-f f-p re, iii 
o‘*^ of thebrench and Bavarians k •, that tl;c, ha.u en- 

Juae25. f Junc2^i, | Juiyn. ^ June and 30, mg. 
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tercd Alface •, and tiuit the frontiers of Lorrain la^ 
poi'ed to them. TWs news was not at drt> belie vccT* 
but norhmg was more certain. Prince Clwrles, by ’ 
ing feveral feints in different places at onee, fuccecded 
at length on that fide where Count Scxkcndorn\on^ 
manded the Bavarians, the Palatines, and tlelfians, allies 
in the fervice of Prance. 

The Aullrian army, to the number of about iixtv 
thoufand men, entered Allace without any icjiibaice 
Prince diaries in one hour made IiimlMf mafhr of 
Laucerbourg, a pod weakly fortified, but ot the Uinioil 
import mce. He ordered General Nadalli to advance to 
Weiflenbourg, an open town •, the garrifon of which 
were obliged tJ furrencler prilbncrs of war. He put a 
body often thoufar.d men into the town and tiicluYs 
lurrounding it. Marflial Coigny, who comn andcJ m 
thefe quarters, an intrepid, dilcreet, and nioded Ge- 
neral, celebrated for two viclories in Italy in the war of 
1738, feeing his communi ation with the french cut 
off, and that the Province of Meflin and all Lorrai,] was 
falling a prey to the Andrians and Hungarians, had no 
OclKT leluuiee lelt than to pals by the eneunX ti,'0|^s 
to ie-en*er Alface and cover the country. 1 Te in.u- led 
^immediately with ihe major part ot his arm\ to Wti'd: - 
beurp', iim as die enc.i.y iiad taken policfiion ot irx be 
attacke.; t' cm in the town and in the lines, 'i .he /iu- 
.(] ' ;.:ns ckteiK.ed tliemrelvcs u i;h courage, i l^ev fought 
in the Kjiiarcs a id in the llieeis, which were focn cover- 
ed the ilain. The action Lifted fix hours. fhcBu- 
v.mans, who had* very indiiferently guarded the Ridne, 
repaired their negligence by their valour. I'hcv v.ere 
above all eiieonragcd by the Count of Murtagne, ct that 
time iwi ■ufenani-Gcneral in the fer\ice of rlu' Pnipcror, 
whorecei\'ed no lefs than ten mulket-fiiois in his clothes. • 
The Marquis of Montal commanded the P cneh. t hey 
at lcj ., ,th retook tlie town and the lines ; br.t were Io 'H 
forecu by Ac arrival of the whole Aultrian annv to tr- 
tin towards Haguenau, which they v\ ere al fo obliged '^0 
abaiiuon. Tnc dying parties of the enemy 
vcral leag^ues beyond the Saar, and fpread icr'or 

July 12, 1744. 
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^0 Luneville, from which King Sraniflaus Lczkinfl^.y 
was forced to depart with all his Court. 

At the nev/sof this reverfe of fortune, which the King 
heard 2ft Dunkirk, he did not hefitate on the part he 
ou^ht to take. He refolved to interrupt the coyrfe of 
this luccefs in Flanders, to leave Marftal Saxe with 
about forty thoufand men to preferve what he had 
taken, and to haften himlelf to the relief of Alface. 

After having difpatched Marfhal Noailles before him, 
he fent the Duke ot Harcourt with fotnc troops to guard 
the Streights of FhaHburg, and prepared to march him- 
feU at the head of twenty-fix battalions and thirty-three 
fquadrons. This ndolfition of his Majefcy in his firft 
campaign tranfported the Iiearts of the Nation, and re- 
vived the drooping fpirits ot the Provinces alarmed by 
the palfage of the Rhine, and Hill more fo by the pre- 
ceding unlucky campaigns in Germany. 

The King took his route by St. (^lintin, La Fere, 
Laon, and Rheims, marching his troops with all expe- 
dition, and appointing their rendezvous at Metz. Dur- 
ing this march he augmented the foldiers pay and fub- 
fiftence j a circumftance which entreafed the love of his 
fubjebis. He arrived at Metz the 5th of Augufl, and 
on the 7th tidings came of an event which changed the 
whole face of affairs, compelled Prince Charles to le- 
pafs the Rhine, reffored the Emperor to his dominions, 
and reduced the Queen ot Hungary to a more perilous 
fitiiation than any flie had yet expeiicnced. 

One would imagine that this Princels had nothing to* 
fear from the King of Pruflia after the peace oi Breflaw, 
efpecially after a defenfive alliance coneVuded the lame 
year betwixt that Prince and the King ot bngland. But 
ihe Queeilbf Finn gar V, England, Sardinia, baxony, and 
Hcjland, being united againft the Itmperorby the treaty 
of Worms-, the Northern Powers, and paiiicuhrly Rui- 
fia, having been llrongly iolicitcd to come into this al- 
liance, and the fuccefs of the Qitcen ot Hungary’s arms 
^ocieafing daily in Germany ; irom this fmiation ot the 
affairs of Europe, it was plain that fooncr 01 later the 
King of Pruffia had every -thing to fear. In a word, he 

p 2 
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had renewed his engacrements with France. The treater 
had been fecretly figncU the fifth of April; and aitu* 
wards a (tridf allianct had bten concluded at Frankfort 
betv/een the Kmgof France, the Emperor, the«iCing of 
PruiTia, the Eleffor Palatine, and the King of Sweden, 
in quality of Landgrave of ilefle. Thus the union of 
Frankfort was a counterpoile to the projeds of the union 
of W onus ; io that one half of Europe was excited nc ainll 
the other, and on all fides they exhaufted every reioin\.c 
of policy and war. 

Marihal Sclimettau came on the part of Prurfn to 
inform tlie King of France that his new ally was march- 
ing towards Prague with an ar*my ot tourlcore tliouland 
Prufiians, and that twenty-two thouland more were ad- 
vancing into Moravia. 

This powerful diverfion in Germany, theconqueh; 
of tlie King in Flandcr^, and his march into Allacc, h.af 
difiipated the alarms of the French, wnm they weic 
feized with one of a diflerenc nature, which fp read ge- 
neral conllernation throughout the whole Kingdom uf 
France. 


CHAP. XII. 

^he King of France al the Point of Death. lie recover', 
and marches into Germany ; lays fiege to Fribourg'., veld: 
the Aiiftrian jhmy.^ vohich had penetrated into vFjacCy u‘~ 
turns to the Re/.ef of Bohemia, The Prime of Coul' 
gains a Battle in dialy, 

T he day that Fe-Deum was fung in - Metz for 
the taking of Chateau-Dauphin, the King, felt 
fome iymptoms of a fever. This was the 8th of Auguib 
Hib illnelb encfcafrd, .'md the fever turned to the malig- 
nant or putii 1 Lind ; and on the 14th in the night he was 
jiioged to ill imminent danger. Fiis conliitution 'aus 
robuii, and fntified by excrcile ; but the bed conftitu- 
lions are moil lubjebt to link- under theie dilorders, be- 
• MMay27, 1744. 
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caufe they have ftrength enough to luppoit the 
firft attacks, and to accumulate (or Ibnic days the prin- 
ciplef^of a difeafe which they refiRcd in the bcginninf>-. 
This event (pread fear and didradtion from town to 
town. The people flocked together from all the country 
about Metz *, the roads were filled with perfons of all 
ages and conditions, who by their difleient reports cn- 
creafed the general inquietude. 

The news of the King’s danger reached Paris in the 
middle ot the night. I'he inhabitants role from their 
beds, and ran aloout in great difuixlcr, wit’vnjt knowing 
whither they went. The churches were opened, though 
at midnight ; nor did the people any longer regard the 
time of fleeping, waking, or eating. All Paris feemed 
diftraded, and the houlcs of perfons in employ were 
fwrrounded with a continual crowd. The public fquares 
were crowded by the populace, who all cried out, If 
he dies, it is for having marched to our relief.” Even 
llrangcrs accofled and interrogated one another in the 
churches on the fubject. In many of the churches the 
priefts who read prayers for the .King’s recovery, inter- 
rupted the recital by their tears *, the people anfwering 
than with lobs and cries. The courier wlio brought the 
news of the King’s recovery fo Paris on the 19th, was 
embraced and almoft fiiiled by the people. They kilfted 
his horfe, and led him about in triumph. All the 
llrci'ts refoiinded with the joyful cry of, ‘‘ The King is 
“ ivcoveiedl” When this Monarch v/as informed 
thele uncommon tranfports of joy which fucceedeJ the 
general forrow, he meiied into tears-, and railing iiimfeif 
up, through an emofon of fenfibility wliich gave him 
llrength cried out, What a pleafure it is to be tm;s 
beloved ! What have I done to delerve it r” 

?uch are the people of Trance lul^.epcible even to 


* The whole of this paffaore is charming ; the love of the people, 
and the modelly of the I'nnce ! What pity it is tha^tbe Kings of the 
earth do not fupply us with more tiupaciit indanecs to enneh the 
mra/ of loilory. iuinjlatcr^ 
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enthufiafm, and capable of any excefs iq their a fteftlons^ 
iis ^vell as in their rcfcntnients * ! ■ 

The Archduchefs Ipoufe to Charles Prince of Lor- 
rain died about this time at BrulTels in a very deplora- 
ble manner f. She was greatly andjuftly beloved by 
the people of Brabant; but thole people are not fopaf- 
fionate id their attachments as t|ie French. 

' Courtiers are not like the people. The danger of 
Louis XV. excited \imong them even more cabals and 
intrigues than prevailed when Lduis XIV. was upon 
.the point of death at Calais*. His grandlbn found 
their effeds at Metz. At the very time when they hourly 
expedeU hi$ death, tlicy troubled him with the moil 
impertinent overtures, infpiied, as they pretended, by 
the moft religious motives ; though as contrary to rea- 
fon, as void of humanity ; but he efcaped the fnares of 
death, as well as thofe of his courtiers. 

He had no fooner recovered his faculties, than he re^ 
flefted, in the midftof his own perlonal danger, on that 
into which Prince Charles, by his paffage over the Rhine, 
had*thrown all France.' He had marched with no other 
defign than that of attacking that PnncC; bur, having 
fent Marflial Noailles in his place, he laid to Count 
d’Argenlbn, “Write in my name to Marflial Noailles, 
tell him, that while Louis XIII. was carried to 
his grave, the Prince of Conde gained a battle J.’' 
The Fien-.h neverthelefs with great difficulty cut oil' 
part pf the rear-guard of Prince Charles, who retired 
in good order. This Prince, who had palled the Rhine 
in fight of the French troops, repaired it again with 
little lofs in the face of a luperior army. The King 
of Pruffia complained that they had thus let an enemy 
tfcape, who had delivered blmfelf into their hands. 

♦ And fuch b the charafler of all Nations who have either fenfe 
or virtue. Su perftitious attachments, and jure may be the de- 

votion of prieds, but Ihould never be^ the religion of the people. 
^raf'Jlatfr. < 

t Said to have fallen a facrificc, in child-birth, to the ujilkilfulDch 
of her midwife, 

1; There Was true heroifjn in this. Tranjlaior^ 

Tlds 
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This was a lucky opportunity miffed ; but the illnefs of 
the King of France •, the delays occafioned in the march 
of his troops a difficult and fenny country, which the 
King ffiuft have paffed over to meet the Prince; to- 
gether with the precautions he had taken, and the bridges 
he had fecured'; in ffiort,’ every thing facilitated this 
retreat, in which he loft not even a magazine. 

Having now repaffed the Rhine with full fifty thoufand 
men, PiinCe Charles marched towards the Danube and 
the Elbe with incredible expedition^ andafter having pe- 
netrated into France as far as the gates of Strafbourg, 
he went a fccond time to the deliverance of Bohemia, 
But the King of Pruffia advanced towards Prague, 
which he inveiled the 4th of September*, and, what 
appeared extraordinary^ General Ogilvie, who defended 
it with fifteen thoufand men, furrendered himfclf ih 
ten days after, with his whole garrifon, prifoners of war. 
This was the fame governor, who, in 1741, furrender- 
ed the town in ftill lefs time, when it was ftormed by 
the French.' 

■ An army of fifteen thoufand men made prlfoner? of 
war, the capital of Bohemia taken, the reft of the King- 
dom Submitting in a few days after, Moravia invaded 
at the fame time, the French army entering again into 
Germany, and the fuccefsin Italy ;--all gave hopes .ikat 
i;he grand quarrel of Europe was going to be decided 
in favou'* ot the Emperor Charles Vll. 

Louis XV. though not peifeftly recovered, refolved 
upon befieging Fribourg in September, and accord- 
ingly marched his troops for that purpofe. He paffed 
the Rhine in his turn ; and to Itrdngthen his hopes of 
luccefs, upon his arrival at Strafbourg, he received the 
pews of a viftory gained by the Prince of Conti. ^ 


C II A P. 



47 


THE AGE OF LOUIS XV, 


CHAP. XIII. 

*rhe Battle of Coni, "The Condu5! of the King of France. 
Fhe King of Naples furprifd near Rome, 

T O make a defceiu into the Milanefe, it is neceffary 
to take the town of Coni. The Infant Don Philip 
and the Prince of Conti bcfiegcd it. The King of 
dinia attaclo'd them in their lintts with a liiperior army. 
Nothing could be better concerted than the enterprizc 
of this monarch. It was one of thoie occafions on 
which it was true policy to give battle. If he proved 
conqueror, the ITcnch would have but few refources, 
and a retreat was extremely difficult. If he was beaten, 
the town would not have been in a woife condidon to 
defend itfelf at this a^wanced leafon, and iris retreat 
xexe, Iccurtd. I'hc dilpodrion of his troops was t!ic 
moft artful that even wa^ made. 1 Je was nevei tliclels 
defeated. The F'tncii and Spaniards fought as allies 
refolved efTcdlnaily O' aflift each other, and as rivals ior 
fanse. I he King of Sardinia loll near five thoiifand 
nfeh, with the field of batde. 'Phe Spaniards loll onlv 
nine hundred men, and the Frencii iiad one ihouland 
two hundred k.llcd and wounded. The ifi'ince o; 
Conti, who adled the foldier as well as the general, li ul 
his cuirafs pierced twice, and two Itorfes killed iindn 
hmm Me mei;iioned nothing cl tliis in his letter to the 
King-, but cnlirged on the wounds of Melficurs de la 
Force, de Senneterre, and de Chauvelin ; on the fignal 
fervices gf IViOnfieiir dc Ctmrten ; on thofe of Mefir^ 
Choifeul, du Chiila, de Beauprcau, and of all who laid 
fccoiui(d him, requefling levvarels for their lerviu’s. 
'Idus hillory would be but a mere chronicle, if we wcie 
to relate all thole merircrio is actions, which, by be- 
coming common, are loll in tlieir multiplicity. 

But yet this new victory wns in the number of thole 
which occ 4 fion great iolies witihout producing any re d 

3 advantages 
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advantages to the conquerors. Above one hundred 
and twenty battles have been fought in. Europe fince 
the year 1600, and among then? all ten only were de- 
cifive. Thus hath blood been idly fpilc on account of 
political interefts, which vary every day. This victory 
at firft infpired confidence, which foon changed into 
defpair. The rigour of the fealoii, tlie melting of the 
fnow, the overflov/ing ol the Stare, and the torrents 
from the mountains, were more ufeiul to the King of 
Sardinia than the vidlory of Coni was to the Infant 
and the Prince of Conti. They were obliged to raife 
the fiegc, and repafs the mountains with an army much 
v/eakened. It is alnioll always the lot of thole who 
make a campaign near the Alps, if they have not the 
Sovereign of Piedmont on their fide, to lofe their troops 
even by their vidorics. 

The King of France in this wet feafon lay before 
Fribourg. The befiegers were obliged to turn the couric 
of the river Treifrn, and to open a canal of two thou- 
fand fix hundred toifes * in length before it*, but fcarcely 
was it finiOied, when a dyke broke, and tlieir work was 
to do over again, Thfy laboifred under the fire of tlic 
caftle of Fribourg, and it was ncccfiary to fet open two 
branches of the river at once. 1 he biidgcs built upon 
the new canal were alfo damaged by the torrent ^om 
the brc)kcn dyke. Thefe they repaired in one night, 
and the next day puflied on for the covert-way over 
the enemy’s mines, and in the face of a continued fire 
of miilquetry and art.llery. Five hundred men were 
buried in the earth, k llcd or wounded. Two whole 
companies were deilroyed by the oxplofion of the mines 
in the covert way ^ and the next clay they completely 
drove out the enemy, in fpite ot the bomijs, llones, 
ayd grenades, with which they made a cowllani and 
terrible havock. They had fixteen engineas in thefe 
two attacks, every one of whom was wounded. A 
itone firuck the Prince of Soubiie, and broke- his arm; 
of which as foon as the King was inftA’med, he went 


Tolj?j a kuhom, or nxjaru 
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to fcQ him, repeating his vifits, and (laying to fee hU 
wounds drefled. I'his tendernels in a monarch greatly 
encouraged the whoW army. — The foldieis redoubled 
their ardour in following the Duke de Chartres; now 
Duke of Orleans, and firft Prince pf phe blood, to the 
trenches and the attacks. 

General Damnitz, governor of Fribourg, did not 
hang out the white flag until the fixth of November^ 
two months after the opening of the trenches. The refin- 
ance of the caftle lafted only feven days. The Kintr^ 
who was now matter of Brifgau, commanded all vSual)L' ^ 
while thc\ Prince of Clermont, on his part, was ad. 
vanced even to Conttance, the fimperor being returned 
at length to Munich. 

Affairs in Italy alfo took a favourable turn, though 
flowly. The King of Naples puri'ned the Autlrian >, 
condufled by the Prince de D'->bkowi'z, upon the teji,- 
tories of Rome. Every thing was to be expeded in 
Bohemia from the diverfion made by the King of Pruf- 
fia; but, by one of thofe reverfes of fortune lo com- 
mon in this war, Prince Charles of Lorrain drove the 
Pruflians out of Bohcrfiia, as he ln.Li driven the French 
in 1742 and 1743 i the Iffuttians cornmittmg thedamc 
blunders, and letrearing in the lame niannu', with whici: 
th^^i had reproached the French. I'licy abandoned fuc- 
ceflively all the polls which fecured Prague-, and at hfi 
were even obliged to abandon Prague itfclf ’^. 

Prince Charles, who liad paffed the Rhine in fight of 
the French army, paffed the Elbe the lame year in tlie 
fight of the King of Pruffia, whom he followed almolt 
to Silefia. Flili detached parties went up to the gates 
of Brellau •, and it was at length doubted whether the 
Qiieen of Hungary, who appeared in the month ot 
June to 'be totally undone, would not recover Sikfi a 
jn the month of December in the lame year. Nay, it 
was apprehended that the ^Emperor, who had re-en- 
tered his defolatc capital, would be obliged to abandon 
it again 

■ All Germany was the fubje^ of revolution, and ol 
political intrigue.^The Kings of France and Englami 
^^ovember 19, »744. 

alternately 
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akernately purchafe.1 partizans in the Empire. Au^ 
auftus King of Poland, Eleftcy of Sax6ny, fold him- 
ielf W the Englilli for one hundred and fifty thoufand 
guineas per annum. If people were aftonifhcd that in 
rhcfe cin umftanc^ s a King of Poland and Eledor of the 
iMopire was obliged to accept of fuch a bribe, they were 
more fo that h ngland w»s in a condition to afford it, 
^fter having coft her five hundred thoufand guineas the 
fame year to the Qiieen of Hungary, two "hundred thou- 
fand to the King of Sardinia, befides paying fubfidies to 
the Eleftor of Mentz, and even to the Eleftor of Co- 
logne, brother to tho Emperor, who received twenty- 
two thoufand guineas from the Court of London for 
peimitting the enemies of his brother to raife troops 
againfl him in his Bifliopricks of Cologne, Munfter, 
Olnaburg, Hildeflreim, Paderborn, and their Abbeys ; 
for he had accumulated to himfelf all thefe ecclefiaftical 
benefices, according to the cuftom of Germany, though 
not according to the rules of the Church, llis felling 
himfelf to the Englifli was not very honourable but 
he was of opinion that an Enjperor created by France 
could not fupport himfelf, and therefore facrificed the 
interefts of his brother to his own. 

Maria-d hcrela had in Flanucrs a fornaidable army, 
compofed of Germans, Englifti, and Dutch, who at 
length declared themfelves, after a long neutrality. 

French Flanders was defended by Marfiial Saxe, 
whofc army was lefs in number by twenty thoufand men 
than that of the allies. But this General had recourfe 
to thofe military refources which i;ieith(jr depend on for- 
tune nor the valour of troops. To camp and decamp at 
proper times *, to cover his own country •, to maintain 
his army at the expence of the enemy •, to invade their 
country when they advance on his, and force them to 
letreat to render force ufclefs by means of fuperior abi- 
lities ; thefe are the mafter-picces of the military arc, 
and thefe Marlhal Saxe put in practice from the month 
of Auguft to the beginning ot November. 

1 he dilputes about the Auflrian iucceihon cncreafed 
daily ; the fate of the Emperor grew more uncertain ; 

tlic 
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the intcreftsof the contending parties became more com- 
plicated *, and 'the lucctjls of their arms reciprocal. 

It is true that this war lecretly enriched Germany, at 
the fame time that its country was laid wafle. The money 
of France and England, difpenfed with lb rhuch profu- 
fion, remained in the hands of the Germans, and in the 
end rendered this extenfive country more opulent, and 
confequently fome time or other more powerful, if ever 
it could be re-united under one Chief. 

It was not fo with Italy, which, bcfides, cannot raife 
a confiderable force like Germany in a long I'pacc of 
time. France fent into the Alps only forty-two batta- 
lions and thirty-three fquadrons, which, the troops being 
as ulual incomplete, amounted in the whole only to 
twenty fixthouland men. The Infant’s army arnounted 
to near the lame number in the beginning of the cam- 
paign ; and both of them, fo tar from enriching a fo- 
reign country, drew almollall their fubfiltence irom the 
Provinces of France. With regard to the territories of the 
j^ope, on which Prince Lobkowitz the Auflrian Cicneral 
was poked with about thjrty thoufand m<^T, th.ey were 
rather impoveriflied than enriched by them. I'his pare 
of Italy loon became a fc*. ne of blood in that vail theairc 
of WMT which extended itfelf from the Danube to tf.e 
Tibe« 

I'he armies of the Qiicen of Hungary were upon tl.c 
point of conquering tiie Kingdom ot Naples in dr 
manths of March, April, and May, 1744. Ever fince 
the month of July the Neapolitan and Aufhian armies 
were lighting on the territories of Rome. I'hc King of 
Naples and the Duke of Modena were in Velctii, for- 
merly the capital of the Volfci, now inhabited by the 
Deans of the Holy College. The King of thcTwo Sicilies 
occupied the palace of Ginetti, an edifice of great magni-" 
ficcnce and tallc. d'he enterprize of Prince Lobkowit/. at 
Velctri turned out like that of Prince Eugene at Cie- 
mona in 1702 ; .for hiliory is only a detail of the lame 
events repeated with fome variation. Six thouland Au- 
llriaiis entered Velctri in the middle of the night, cut to 
pieces the grand guard, killed thoie who made refillance. 
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and made prifoners of thof;r who did not. The confter- 
ivation and alarm was iiniverfal. 'i'he King of-Naplcs and- 
the Dulcc of Modc-na 'Acre in d.nA’cr of being taken. 
TheMitrquis cic Pilopital, Ambafiador of France to the 
Court of iN apics who accompanied the King, awakened 
by the alarm, Fed to his aifiltance and faved him. Me 
was no fooner gone from h s houfc than it was Riled v/ith 
foldiers, plundered and ranfacked. Tiic King, follow- 
ed by the Duke of Modena and the AmbalTador, went 
to put himfdf at the head of the troops without the 
town. The Aullrians diftributed themfelves in the 
houfes, and General Novati took poffellion of the Duke 
or Modena’s. 

VVhilil the Auftrians were thus bufy in pillaging and 
rejoicing in their iecurity, the lame thing happ^ened as 
at Cremona. Tiic Waliocn-guards, an Irifii rcgitneiit, 
and forne Swifs, repulfcd tliem, llrewed tlic Ricets with 
dead, and retook tlie town. Prince Lobkowitz was a 
few (lays after obliged to retire to'vards Pome. The 
King 01 Naples piirioed !iim. Tl:e Prince made towards 
one gate o. i!;c u-wn, ....d the King towaids another. 
B wh (>f tnem p Tfe 1 thee Tiber, add the people of Rome 
had th«c figlit ^->f belli af nics from the ramparts. The 
KintJ^ was wed lecuvtd at Rome under the iitie of the 

o 

Count de Pouzollcs. Mi. guards were under arms in^c 
llreets, while lie was killiiig the Pope’s toe ^ a:id tiie 
tv/o armies continued the v/ar upon the territories of 
Rome, whicli trave thanks to FIcaven that the ravages 
of war were confined to its Campagnia. 

In a word, it is plain that Italy was the grand point in 
view at the Court of Spain ; that Oermifiiy was a moil 
delicate objedil with rdpecit to the condubf of the Court 
of France j and that on both fidcs luccefs seas as yet 
whglly uncertain. 
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CHAP. XIV. 

The taking of Marjhal Bellcijle, "The Emperor Charles VIL, 
dies \ but the War is not carried on with lefs Vigour or 
that Account, 


T he King of France, immediately after the taking 
of Fribourg, returned to Paris, where he was re- 
ceived as the avenger of his Country, and as a father 
whom they had been fearful of lofing. He remained 
there three days to fhew himfelf to the inhabitants, who 
by this aft of condefcenfion thought themfelves fuffi- 
ciently rewarded for their zeal. 

The King, always intending to fupport the Emperor, 
had fent Marfhal iielleifle to Munich, to Caffel, and into 
Silefia, charged with full powers from himfelf, as well 
as from the Emperor. This General was on his return 
from Munich, the imperial refidence, with the Coun" 
his brother. They had been at Caffel, and followed rhcir 
route without any fufpicion through countries in which 
the King of Pruffia had every where poll houles, which, 
by^bonventions ellablilhcd between the Princes of Ger- 
many, are always refpefted as neuter and inviolable. 
As they were taking horfes from one of thefe offices, ip 
u village called Elbingrode, belonging to the Eledor of 
Hanover, they were arrefted by a Hanoverian bailiff % 
very ill ufed, and in a very lirle time after fent over to 
England. 

The Duke of Belleille was a Prince of the Empire, 
and by this dignity the arrrft might be looked on as a 
violation of the privileges of the College of Princes. * la 
former times an Emperor would have avenged the ille- 
gality of this proceeding ; but Charles VII. reigned 
at a time when every thing might be attempted againft 
him, and he had no remedy- -but complaints. The 
French Minifter pleaded at .once all the privileges of 
Ambaffadors and the right', of war. If Marlhal Belleifle 


* November 13, 1744- 
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V7as regarded as Prince of the Errjpire, and Minifterof 
the King of France going to the Prufiian and Imperial 
Courts, as neither of thefe were at war with. Hanover, it 
was vtry certain that his perfon wis inviolable. Jf h- was 
confidered as a General and Marflial ot France, the King 
of France offered to pay his and his brodicr’s ranfom, 
according to the regulation eifablilfied at Frankfort the 
tSfh ot June, 1743, between France and England. The 
ranfoni of a Viarflial ot France is fifty thoufand livres, 
and that of a Lieutenant-Gen.Tal fittcen thoufand. The 
jVlinifier of George II. eluded thefe prefTing remon- 
flrances with a ftrange and unheard-of evafion. He de- 
clared that he regarded Mefifs. de Belleille as prifoners 
of ftate *, they were treated with the moft did inguifhed at- 
tention, according to the maxims of mod of the Courts of 
Europe, who foften the injutliceof policy and the cruelty 
of war by the mod flatterirg external aefs of humanity. 

The K.rperor Charles Vll. fo little refpetded in the 
Empire, and having in it no other fupport tliah the King 
of Pruffia (who was at this time purfued by Prince 
Charles), under apprehenfions that the Queen of Hungary 
would force him once more to abandon ivlunich his capi- 
tal, feedng himfeif the fport of Fortune, and borne down 
v;ith*difeafes which his chagrin cncreafeJ, at length lunk 
beneath tlieir accumulated weight, and died at Munich 
on the 20th of January, 1745, aged tortv-feven yeajj^fix 
months leaving this kflbn to the world, that the 
“ fiimmit of human grandeur may be the pinnacle ot ca- 
“ lamity.’* He had only been unfortunate fince he 
became Emperor. Nature from that moment had been 
more cruel to him than Fortune. A complication of 
painful diforders rendered his misfortunes more violent 
troin his corporal fufterings,' and jointly carried hini to 
the grave. He was afliidcd with the gout and done ; 
hk liver, lungs, and dortnach, were found ga*ngrened ; 
alio dones in his kidneys, and a polypus in his heart ; fo 
that it was imagined he could not have enjoyv.d a mo- 
niint’s cafe for lome time pad. Few Princes had better 
^jualities ; they ferved only to heighten his uriliappi- 
VoL. Ill, G » 
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nefs ; and this unhappinefs arofe from his having taken 
upon himft If a burthen he was unable to bear. 

The body of this unfortunate Prince was expofed 
drcffcd in the ancient Spaniili fafliion ; an etiquette etla- 
biifhed by Charles V. although fincc him no Emperor 
has been a Spaniard, nor had Charles VII. any connec- 
tion with that Nation. He was interred according to 
the ceremonies of the Empire *, and in this parade of 
human vanity and mifery, they carried the globe of the 
world proceffion before him, who, during the fliorr 
courfe of his rei^n, could not keep poflcfTion even of 
one fmall unfortunate province. They gave him alfo in 
fomc refcripts the tide of Invincii^lc ; a tide given by an- 
cient cudom to the imperial dignity, and which only 
ferved to make his misfortunes appear in a flronger 
light. 

It was believed, the caufe of the war no longer exifting, 
peace might be rellored to Europe. The Empire could 
not be offered to the fon of Charles VII. who was only 
feventeen years of age. Germany llatteied idclf that the 
Queen of Hungary would be inclined to peace, as a furc 
means of placing her K-ufl^and die Grand-Duke on the 
Imperial throne ; but Ike was ref )lvtd to feat himdn it, 
and at the fame time to continue the war. 

Tlie Englilh Minillry, who gave the law to it.s allies 
finTe it furniilied them with money, and who paid at 
once the Qiieen of Hungary, the King of Poland, and 
the King of S. r inia, thought tliere was fomerhing to 
lofc by a treaty w.th France, and fomething to gain by 
the force of arms. 

This general v.an v;as continued merely becaufe it 
was begun : tlx ob^ci^t wus not the fame as in its origin. 
It was one of chofc Jileallswliich in their progrefs cliange 
their ch;irai 5 ter. FUnckrs, which was fpared 
1744, was now become the principal theatre of war •, and 
Germany was rather an objed of the politics ot France 
than of military operations. The French Minillry, who 
were always for making an Emperor, call their cyc'^ on 
uAuguftus II. King of 'oland and Ekdor ot Saxony, 
■^'ho wMS in the Englilh pay *, but France was not qoi e 
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ia a condition to make fucii an ofler. The Imperial 
throne was a dangerous acqiiifition for any. one who did 
not poffrfs Auftria and Hungary. * The CoiKtof France 
was rSfufed : the Elector of Saxony neither dared to 
accept this honour, rc\cde from the Englifl^, nor dif- 
pleafe the (Tjeen. He was the fecund Eleclor oi'Saxony 
who had rehiled to be I’.mperor. 

There remained to Franee no other refonive hut to 
^pc6f from the fate of arms thedecifion oilo many dif- 
^rent interefls, which had varied fu often, an# in all 
'then* variations had kept Europe in alarm. 

The new Elcdl )r of Bavaria, M.ixirmliaimjofcph, W 2 S 
the third from iaLher’to fon wliom Fianue h d fup- 
])orted. France had c.iufe.l the grendMihcr to be re- 
ertabliflied in his dominions. >\\c had g ven tiiC Pim- 
pire to the Either, and the King now 'n.a.Je a frelh 
eftbrt to aiTift the young Pdn e. Six choufuid [Icfnans 
in his pav, three tnonland Fal an ncs, and tnirteen batta- 
lions of Germans, which had been ior a long time in the 
French Erviee, \^ere already jo-ned to th.e Bavarian 
troops, which wcie always in tl.e King’s pay. 

That fo many iuccouis m ghf be edicarious, it was 
heceffiiry that the Eavariaim Ihould help tecmlelvcs ; 
but their deftiny was to fajl under the Auitrians. They 
detended the entry into their country fo badly, 
the beginning of April tlie new Eledor was obi ged to 
abandon the fame capital v/W\u\ his father IikI l-een fo 
ohcnl obliged to quit, d'he misfortunes of Ivr Houfe 
iorced him in the eml to apply even to biari.- 'I’lierefa,' 
to renounce the alliance (.f Era ce, and to receive Knglilh 
money with the rHl of the allies. * * 

The King of Prance, abandoned by thefe for w'hom 
only he had begun the war, was obbged to continue it 
Only with a view to put an end to ii ; a aiclanchc^ly lirua- 
non, which expofes a Nation without picniifmg it any 
indemnificaLion. 

The courfe he took was to ftand on his delence in 
Italy and in Germany, and to aft always difenlively in 
Idanders. This was the ancient Eat ot the war*, and 
there is not a Angle field ih the Province which lias not 
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been fprinkkd with^ blood. An army towards the 
Maine hindered the Auilriiins from ading againfi: the 
King of ProfTia, then ;he ally of France, with fuperior 
forces, IVlarilial Maillchois was gone from Germany to 
Italy *, n' d the Fnnce of ( oiui was charged with the war 
on the fide of the M.i.ne, whh h was of a different kind 
from that he carried on in the Alps, 

The King re'.ulv'ed to finifli in peifon the conquefts ia 
Fland'-rs which he had inie. riipted the pi eced dig year 
Heh ^ LiatTied the Dauphin in the month of Februj^ 
to t‘.e k'Cond Infanta of Spain *, and this young Prince, 
who wasbut jidl t.-.rneu of fixteen, prepared to accom- 
pany his father in the beginningiof May. 


C H A P. ^XV. 

‘fhe Siege of Tournny, I'he Battle of Foatenoy, 

M arshal Saxe was already in FL.n(lers,.at the 
head of anarmy compofed of one hundred and fix 
c<4jiplete ba^taiKjns, and one hundred and feventy-two 
fquadron^. I' Airnay, the ancient cajutal of the French 
don^ains in Flander% was already invefted. It was the 
flrongeftpl u e ot the whole barrier. Tiie town and citidel 
Vere likewifeone of the mafcer-pieces of Monfieur Vau* 
ban i for there was fcarcely a town in all Flanders ty 
which I -ouis XIV. ‘had not built fortifications. 

As loon as the States- G( neral of tl:c Seven Provinces 
learned that Tournay was in danger, they fent word it 
was necxdT.iry to hazard a bat ie for the clelence of the 
town. Tii'Je Republicans, in fpite of the:r circunv 
fpection, were at that time the firlt to take bold relolu' 
tion.s. On the 5Lh of May the allies marched towards 
Cambron, within feveii leagues ot Tournay. I'hc Kinp 
fet out from Paiis with the Dauphin on the fixth. 1 
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King’s Aids-de-camp, and the Nobleffe attached to the 
Dauphin*, accompan.ed them. 

The principal iorce of the enemy’s army was twenty 
battajions and twenty-fix EnglifA Iquadrons, under the 
command oi the young Duke of Cumberland, v/ho with 
his faJier had gained the battle of Detiiugcn : five 
battalions and fiAteen Hanoverian Iquadrons v/cre joined 
to the Englifli. 

^The Prince of Waldcck (about the age of the Duke 
p Cumberland, impat eiu to lignalize bin L if. was at the 
head of forty Du*ch fquadtuns and twenty- fix h!l'taiions. 
The Auftrians had only eight fquadrons in this army. 
The w'ar was carried gn for them in Planners, which had 
been fo long defended by the arms and money of En- 
gland and Plolland. But at the head of this frnall num- 
ber of Aullrians was the old General Konigfeg, who had 
commanded againit the I'uiks in Hungary, and againft 
the French in Ic.ily and Germany His advice was to 
dired the arJoui of the Duke of Cumbei land and of the 
Prmce of Whidcck. This a'lny was reckoned to con- 
fid of above fifty -five tlioufand fighting men. The King 
left about eighreen ihoufund myn befoie Tournay, which 
wei^e pollen 1 in a line of communication extending to the 
field of battle, and fix t..oufand to guard the bridges 
and their commuaicadons upon the Sch kl. 

The army was under the command of a General in 
whom the Nation had juUly placed the ginatcft confi- 
dence. Count Saxe had already merited his high repu- 
tation by his Ikilful retreats in Germany, and byjiis 
ca.mpaign of 1744. To the pradical part he had joined 
a profound theory, vigilance, ami fecrecy ; the ait of 
knowing how to pollponc a project in good time, and 
to execute it with rapidity. Prelenceof mind, refources, 
and forefiglit, were talents which he pofieiicd by the ge- 
neral acknowledgement of all the ofiicers.* But then 
this General, walling daily by a confumptivc diiorder, 

* The French word Is Les Mentn^y which was an exprefiion adopted 
under the rei'ni of Louis XIV. and applied to tliofe Peers of France 
V' ho narticuhirly attached thcmfclves to the Dau; hin’s perfon.— • 
ftanjlator. 

G 3 was 
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\vis liailcning to his ^/avc. He was very ill when lie 
let out from Paris for the arn.y. The author of this 
liidory, hj^ving iT)ct Irm belbie his dcj^arture, could nor 
forbear atkiqg him, hovV he could think of undertaking 
t!ie campaio*) in iuch a ilatc ? to which the Marlhal re- 
plied, 'idle queliipn is n(4 about life, but duty 

Idle King aniving on the iixth at l)uuay, went the 
next day to Pontachin neai the Scheld, and within reach 
pfthe nenehes of 'J'ouniay. brom thence he went ^ 
reconnoitre the ground which was to be the held ^ 
battle The whole army at liglit of the King and the 
]!;»Mp]iin g-ivc loud acclamatio s ct ] j)\ J iic allies 
p.dfed the lentil and the n ght of ijv. eicventh in making 
tiiCii' fniil uij. ( (irons. i iie King never ihewed more 
gaieo; than ( i; ih' eve of the b.ittie. I he coiivcrlation 
lan U' on the battles time Kings had betn prefcnc at. 
d J-' kii-goldei ved, that linee the ba'tlc of PoictTrs, 
no Ic :m; of i 'rmce had fought in company with Ins Ion t 
tiiar nv> one li id gained a lignal vinory over the Lnol'di; 
ii- i iJnic lie hv^ped to be cue full. lie w'as ac/altcncd 
t’ e f'- ciayof adion. iVt f lur o\]o( k he liimlclr 

CaliLLi up V(U!nt crArgenfon, hecretart at War, uiio im- 
incoiatci)' Iv lit to . arlhal ^.*xc u> deiT'anu his lail ori[cis. 
i lic rv.aiilnii was found in a;* ozier inter, which fcrvc.l 
hiiij io'- a ind, anvl in wlimh !:c was cariied when has 
ext a^Jjed krengt (T)l.g- o inni to quit liis hoilc. 
d lie Kii'g and lin f(m h.d ahtaoy ja fied a br dge over 
ti.c deheid, at. Lal mne: th<.y went to take fitir jHvtl: 
bsv.md ti.e g.dlows nic None iaanif^, in the wood, a 
llibui’and tioles irom tins bi ivlm*, and cx..Ctly at the entry 
of the held ol battle. 

I'he retinue of the" King and Dauphdn, which corn- 
poied anumeiams 1' ite, were foijowed liy a ciov^dot .ill 
loU;> or pc()()ie whom (uriofity had txcited, and oi \v[.:c!i 
fome liad even iriOunicd on ii.c tops of tic\s to have a 
view or the battle. 

By calling an eye upon the maps, which a:e very 
common, any one may at frit fight lee the dilpofition 

An ,ar»hvcr woiihy of the Greeks or Remans. 1 ratijlat^r. 

Cl 
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of the two armies. Antoine is difl:over:ible very near 
the Scheid, on the right of the French army, and at 
nine hundred toifes from the bridge of Calonnc, by 
which •the King and Dauphin had advanced. The 
village of Fontenoy, beyond Antoine, was almnft upon 
the fame line*, a narrow ilreighr, four hundred and 
fifty toifes in length, lying between Fontenoy and a 
little wood called the wood of Barri. This wood and 
A^lages were planted with cannon, like an entrenched 
Wiind. Maribal Saxe had eftablifhed fome redoubts 
between Antoine and Fontenoy: others at the extre- 
mity of the wood of Barri fortified this enclofure. 
The field of battle was anly five hundred toifes in length, 
from the place where the King was near the village of 
Fontenoy, quite to the wood of Barri, and was little 
more than nine hundred toifes in breadth ; fo that they 
were to fight in an indofed ground as atDettingen, but 
in a more fore unate hour. 

The General or the French army had provided for 
vidory, or a defeat. Tlie bridge of Calonne, lur- 
niflied whth cannon, fortified by inrrenchments, and 
defended by fome battalions, wr^s to itxve for a retreat 
to tl;e King and the Dauphin, in cafe of misfortune. 
The reft of the army was to have filed oft* to the other 
bridges upon the Lower Scheid, beyond Tournay. 

All the meafures were taken which could muteally 
afiilt each other, without any danger of running coun- 
ter to any of them. The French army feemed in- 
acceflible-, for the crofs-fire which came from the iv- 
doubts of the wood of Barri and trom the village of 
Fontenoy, pi^eventcd all approach. Befides thele pre- 
cautions, they had placed fix cannon of fix-pounders 
each, on this fide the Scheid, to annoy the troops that 
might attack the village of Antoine. 

*At fix in the morning the two armies began to can- 
nonade each other. Marftial Nwailles was a: this time 
near Fontenoy, and gave an account to Maiftial Saxe 
ot a manoeuvre he had performed, in tlje beginning of 
the night, to join the village of Fontenoy to the firft of 
the three redoubts between Fontenoy and Antoine. 

G 4 
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He ferved him as firflf Aid-de-camp, facrilicing the jea- 
ioiily of co.mmand to the fervice of the caufc ; and, let- 
ting his ovvh diftinftjon at nought, fubmifted himkU 
to a General who was a foreigner and a junior officer. 
Marflial Saxe perceived the force of this magnanimity ^ 
and never was feen fo ft rift an union between two per. 
ions, whom the ordinary weaknefs of the human heart 
iiiight have rendered irreconcileable enemies. 

Marflial Noailles embraced the Duke of Grammont 
his nephew, and they leparated, the one to return to clfl 
King, and the other to his poft, when a cannon-ball 
killed the Duke of Grammont : he was the iirft vidini 
of the day. » 

TheFmgliffi attacked Fontenoy thr'.cc, and the Dutch 
preiented themlelves twice before r\ntoine. At then 
fecond attack almoft a v/hole fquadron of the latter were 
cut off by the cannon of Antoine; only fifteen men re- 
mained, and the Dutch never rcjllied afterwards. 

'I'he Duke of Cumberland then formed a fciieme, which 
feemed to fecure l.im the fuccefs of (he day. He ordcicd 
Major-Gcncf al Ingoldfby to enter into the wood of Barri, 
10 penetrate to the redqubt of this wood (/ppnfite hon- 
tenoy, and to take it. Ingoldlhy marched with thv hell: 
troops to execute this order, lie found in the wood of 
Barri a battalion of the regiment of a parcilan, who 
wcr<?'^called GrcijJins, from the name of him who had 
fornied them. 1 hefe loldiers had advanced into ilic 
wood beyond the redoubt, and lay upon tlie ground. 
Ingoklfby, thinking they were a confiderable corps, ic- 
turned to the Duke, and required fome cannon. I'hc 
favourable moment was thus lv.lt. The Pnnct was en- 
raged at a difbbedicnce which diiconcerted his meafurcs, 
and puniffied it afterwards at London by a council oi 
War called a Court -mortiaL 

He determined on the inftant to pals betvNcen this 
j-edoubt and Fontenoy. The ground was fteep ; it was 
peceffary to clear a broken hollow way \ he was obliged 
alfo to pafs th<^ fires of Fontenoy and of die redoubt. 
The enterprize was daring but he was reduced, at tint 
time, cither to quit the field or attempt the palfage. 
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The Englifl'i and Hanoverians advanced with him al- 
1110ft without dilordering their ranks, drawing their 
cannon thendelves through the fobt-paths. His High- 
nefs fc^med them in three very clofe lines of four ranks 
deep, advancing between the batteries which were dif- 
charged on them into a piece of ground about four him- 
died toifes in breadth. Whole ranks fell on the right 
and left. They were immediate. y recruited; and the 
cannon, which they drew up oppohte Foiuenoy, and 
b^foie the redoubts, oppufed the French artillery. In 
this manner they marched fiercely, preceded by fix’ 
pieces of artillciy, and having likewifc fix others in 
the middle or their line^. 

Oppofite to rhe n 'hey found four battalions of French 
(Tuards, with two battalions ot Swifs at their left ; the 
reginient of C^*iirten at their right, thofe of Aubeterre 
following behind them; and the King's regiment at 
fonie diftance, which covered Fontenoy, extending along 
a hollow way. 

The ground afeended from the pin p where the French 
guards were, to that where tiie hnglilh were tornicd. 

flic Fiench oiTicers dirediy dtinlulced among them- 
felvesi and faid one to the other, “ We muft ioke the En- 
glilli cannon.'* They mounted rapidly with their gre- 
nadiers, but they were much aftonilhed to find an .umy 
before them. The artillery and mufquetry levelled 
fixty to tlie ground, and the reft were obliged to tall 
back into their ranks. 

In the mean time the Engliili advanced; and this line 
of infantry compofed of Fiench and Svviis guards, 
having iikewile upon their right the regiment of Au- 
becerre and a baicjlion of the King’s regiment, ap- 
proached the enemy. They were about fitcy yards di* 
ibir;ce. A regiment of Englifli guaids, thofe df Camp- 
bell and the Royal Scots, were the firft. Sir James^ 
Campbell was tlaeir Lieutenant General, the Earl ot 
Albemarle Major-General, and Mr. Churchill, natural 
grand-child of the great Duke ot Marlborough, their 
Brigadier. The Englilh officers faluted the French by 
|nilling off their hatSt The Count of Chabanne and 
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the Duke de Biron, wfio were advanced, and all the ollu 
cers of the .French guards, returned them the falute. 
Lord Charles Hay, Captain of the Englifli guards, 
cried. ‘‘Gentlemen of the French guards, fire.’* • 

I'hc Count d’.Anteroche, at that time Lieutenant of 
the grenadiers, and afterwards Captain, replied, in a loud 
voice, “Gentlemen, we never fire firit (ire youifelvesf’ 
The Fnglilfi gave them a running fire, that is to lay, 
they fired indivifions, in a manner that one battalion ot 
four ranks deep having fired, another battalion made a 
difeharge, and atierwards a third, while the firl't re- 
chaiged. 

The line of French infantry did not fire thus. T'hcy 
confilted ot a fingle line ol fovir ranks, at a confiderable 
dillance f rom each other, and not fupported by any other 
troc.ps of infantry. Nineteen officers of the guards fell 
wounded by tliis lingle dilcharge : Mefiieurs de CluTon, 
rie Langey, dc la Fcyre, lod their lives by it ; ninety five 
foldiers were killed, and two hundred and eighty-five 
were w'ounded. Eleven of the Swifs ofiieers were wound- 
ed ; alfo two hundied and nineot their foldiers,' among 
which fiAty-four diecF'on the Ipot (.ohmel Cointen, 
his Lieutenant-Colonel, four officers, and fiventy fivc 
foldiers were killed ; and fourteen officers anu two iiun- 
dreej loldicrs dangciouHy v/ounded. 1 he firll rank thus 
iwept ofi', and the three others looking behind them, and 
fiemg bur imc regiment of cavalry at more than three 
hundred Codes d tlaiice, they diiperfed. The Dune of 
Grammcnt, their C olonrl and firfi LiciUenant-CFneiai, 
wia> might have rallied them, was killed. Monk Lut- 
t. ux, fecund Lieutenant-General, did not arrive: till alter 
tiiey liad given way. 'I he Engldfi advanced llowly, as 
it perforii.ing their exercife ; the Majors vvich theii 
canes k veiling the fohliers gui'S to make them fire jo w 
and lli.ur. They b:oke m upon hontenoy and die ic- 
duubr, 'Hiis corps, which beiorc was in three divilions, 
cleTing l-y the nature ot the ground, became a long and 
thick coiumri, almoif impregnable from its mals, and 
mure lo by its bravery, and advanced towards the 
f'-pueiii: of Aubeicnc. Mcmf. Luttagx, liilt Ccr.crAl 
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of the army, at the news of this danger, came from 
Fontenoy, v/here he had juft been dangeroufty wounded, 
jdis Aid-de-camp begged him to gjt his wound drefled ; 
The King’s ftrvice (anfwered Monf. Luttaux) is more 
dear to me than liic,” He advanced w.th the Duke 
(le Biron at the head or the regiment of Auoeterre, which 
was led on by its Colonel ot that name. Luttaux re- 
ceived on his arrival two mortal wounds. The Duke dc 
Biron had a horle killed under him’. The regiment of 
Aubeterre loft a great many of its officers and foldiers. 
The Duke de Biron then, with the King’s regiment that 
he commanded, ftopped the march of the colunm on the 
left hank. A detached btittalion of Engliffi guards upon 
this advanced a little towards him, made a furious dif- 
charge, and retired leifurdy to replace itfeif at the head 
of the column, which ftiiladvaiucd ftowly without ever 
breaking its ranks, repulnng one after anotlier every re- 
giment that prefeated itlelf bdore it. 

This corps kept gaining ground, always clofe and al- 
ways hrm. iViarffiai Saxe, IcLing witli calm courage the 
greaincl's of tiie dange', lent word by the Marquis de 
Meu'^e to the King, that he ccnjit.cd him to repafs the 
bridge, with the Dauphin, and that he would do all in 
hib power to remedy the dihmder Oh ! I am very 
vvcllalfured that he will peiform his duty, replied ilie 
King : but I will leina n where I am.” 

Fiom tlie moment tivj French ami Swifs guards were 
routed, tiiere was nothing but aftoniOimcnc ana confu- 
fion throughout the Frencn army. Marihal Saxe order- 
ed the cavalry to fall upon the Fnuliili column. The 
.Count d’Fftrees undertook it ^ but the dL/its of this ca- 
valry were ot little eheLt againft a body qi mtantry lo 
united, fo d feiplined, and fo intrepid, whole runningdirc, 
conftantly kept up, nccelfarily difperled little Icp irate 
'^<^rps. it is indeed well known that cavalry alone can 
leidoni break through a clofe infantry. Marffial Saxe 
was in the n idlt ot this fire. He was fo v.'cakened by 
his diforder, tiiat he could not bear a b.r.hl'- plate. He 
wore a lort ot buckler made of L/eral udds ot quilted 
which relied upon ’the pommel ot liis laddie. 
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He threw down his buckler upon this occafion^ aiui 
flew to maice the fccond line of che cavalry advance 
againft the column. *• 

All the field-officers were in motion. Monf. tie Vau. 
dreuil, Major-General of tlie army, went from the 
to the left. Monf. de Puifegur, Meffi -. vie Saint Sauveur, 
de Sr. George, and deMeziere, deputy Quarter- Mailers., 
were all wounded. The Count de LiOngau ni. Aid- 
Major-General, was killed. It was in thefe aitacLs 
the Chevalier d’Ache, Lieutcnant-Cfeneral, Inid his fo<;c 
ffiattered •, after which he came to rej)oit the fuiKitit.n 
of affairs to the King, and converffd with him a (on»^ 
time without giving the le.vft iign of the agonic, iu 
fuftained, till at laft he fainted away. 

The more the Englifli column advanced, tlie deep:- 
it formed, and was in a condition to repair thcco ui- 
nual Ioffes it luffered by fo many repeated aitncks. u 
marched clofe over the ticad and vvo indtd ot boi!i 
parties, and feemed to make one lingle corps ot about 
tourteen thoufaiid men. 

A g -eat number of t|ie cavalry vvci'c thrown into c’M- 
order dole to the place whcie the King was v.'ih h 
Ion. Thefe two Princes we:e iegaratoa by the. cioii.., 
of thofe who flevl and ti.rew themid'Ts in bcrwo.ii 
tl¥‘m. During tins contufion, the l/ngadcid ihr ho. ; 
guards who were in relcrve u Ivanced oi thcmldv.^ tv- 
wards the enemy, d iie C'iitvalicis dc Suzy and t!v. 
Saumerv were there mortally wcuiivicd. ICnr fquavlo; - 
of the Gendarmerie arrived almoii at tiii^ moment liu - 
Douay, and, nuiwithltanding thctaiijue ot a imnch la 
ieven kagueC haftmed towards the enemy. All tiici. 
C(;r[)s were received like the other with the Ian e iiUK- 
piviicyaiid runnin ;[ire. The young Count tic Cnevurr- 
anlenfign, wasi.oled, and on the very day lie had join'd 
his compai.y. The Chevarkr de Monaco, ion ro tae* 
Dukeot Valent noi^ w'ounded in the kg. Monf tin 
Guelelin leceivet! alfo a very dangerous wountl. 1*'^' 
carbineers gave way, Jiaving lolt lix officers, and 
cv/enty- one wounded. , , 
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Marflial Saxe, though quite exli'auftcd, kept kill on 
horfcback riding through the ranks in the rnidO; of the 
firing. He ()afied under the froi]t of the Englilh co- 
lumn, tp fee with his own eyes all that pafied towards 
the deft near the wood of karri. They made the fame 
manoeuvre there as on the rights but attempted in vain 
to break this column. 

All the regiments prefenteJ themfelves one after the 
other, and the Englilh column facing tlum on all fides, 
placing their cannon properly, and firing by divifions, 
kept up a continual fire when they were attacked, and 
after the attack left off firing, and remained immoveable. 
Some r'^giments of infantry came now to oppole this co- 
lumn by the foie orders ot their commanders. Marfhal 
Saxe faw one of them, whole ranks of which fell before 
the enemy, without being thrown into diforder. lie 
was told it was the regiment ot marines commanded by 
Monf dcC/uerchi: “How can it pofiibly h-ippend’ cried 
he, “ that fuch troops fhould not be vidoriojs !” 

The regiment of Kamault fuffered equal iois. Their 
Colonel was the Ion of the Prince of Craon, Governor of 
Tuikany. The father ferved the^5reat-Duke; the chil- 
diicn, jhe King of France. This young gentleman, of 
whom very great hopes were formed, was killed at the 
licad of his regiment, and his Lieutenant-Colonel died 
of his wounds by his fide. The regiment of Norrn.fli .iy 
advanced, and iofi: as many oS^ers and foldiers as that 
of 1 lainault : it was led on by the Lieutenant-Colonel, 
•Vlonf. deSoleiuy, whofe bravery the Kmg particulirl)! 
n.oticed on the field of battle, and recompenf d atier- 
wards by making him a Brigadier.^ So;ne luih batta- 
lions ran to attack the column in fiank, and their Colo- 
nel, M. Dillon, was killed. 'I hus no corps, no attack 
had been found fufiicienc to penetrate this column, be* 
cadfe nothing was done in concert, and all atOMce. 

Marflial Saxe re-paffed the tront of the column, which 
was already advancrd above three hundred paces ixliind 
the redoubts of Eu and of Fontenoy. He went to l.e 
d Fontenoy ftill held out. Their bullets were ail ipei r. 
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and they returned the fire of the enemy with powder 
only. 

Monf. duBrocard, Lieutenant-General of the artillery^ 
and many of the officers, were killed. The Marlbal beg- 
ged Count d’Harcourt, whom he then met, to go and 
conjure the King to retire *, and likewife fent orders to 
Count de la Mark, who guarded Antoine, to repair to 
him with the regiment of Ifiedmont, the battle appear- 
ing to be loll wnhout recovery. They collefted toge- 
ther the cannon from all parts of the country, and were 
on the point of taking tiiofc from hontenoy, although 
the bulk ts were arrived. The intention of Marffial Sixe 
was to make, ifp()irihle, a kill effort againll the Engliflj 
column better directed and more general than the former. 

This body of infantry was greatly weakened, notw ith- 
/landing its dc^nh appeared (till the fame. They were 
even altonillied to find th'-mfelves in the midft of riie 
French witiiolit any cav.diy: they feemed to remain 
immoveable, and no lunger untlcr orders ; but tlirr 
kept up a good face, and .ippcared to be mailers of lLc 
field of batrle. If the Divch had pafied between the 
redoubts wiuch lay towarus Fontenoy and An to lie, if 
they had given proper affilfance to the Fngliih, no re- 
fourcc Ihid b^en left, not evm a retreat for tlie French 
arm^y, nor probably for tlie King and the Dauphn. 
ThcfuC'Cli of a lait :uta. k wai uncertain. Mailhk! 
Saxe, who faw that victory or an entire defeat depended 
upon this final afi’ault, endeavoured to provide for a 
lure retreat. lie fent a fccond order to the Count de la 
Mark toevacuate Antoine, and to advance to the bridge 
of Calonne to oover-that retreat m cafe of a total defeat ^ 


* ThuC* peaceful citizens who at their happy leifurc read the an-^ 
cient ac, otf nr.^ (U* the battle'* ( f .Xibel.i, of Zama, of Cannx, and ot 
PhaifJia, will ICTCcly coiiipreheial the n.itiiie of modern battle^. 
)n rJiole time** tlie ccanhuants c]u!Vd. Airow') wcf.-orJy the prelude 
the con c!t wa'-^who Ihould penetrate Into the oppofite ranks : firength 
of body, au'iicf ,and aleitncf-), wcic everything. '1 hey intermingled, 
and a l,att’e coirfiikd of a muUltixl ' of lrn»le combats ; in winch 
tlu'ip was J(ds iioifc, but nioif n."'Mhter. 'i'he manner of fightiufj 
now is as diilertnt as that of fu*ji)liig and of .utacliing towns, 
yoltaire. 

Ik 
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tit fcnt a third order to th- Count (^fince Duke) de 
Lorges, rendering him reiponfible for the execution of 
ir. The Count dc Lorges obeyed with regret. The fuc- 
cefs of ?he day was defpaired of at this time 

A very tumultuous council of war was held in the 
p cfence of the King ^ and he was entreated, on the advice 
of the General, and in the name of all France, not to 
expofe himfelf any longer. 

The Duke de Richelieu, Lieutenant-General, and who 
Crvcd as an Aid-de-camp to the King, arrived at this 
inftant. He had juft been reconnoitring the column near 
Fontenoy. Having alfo rode up and down on all Tides 
without being wounded, he prefented himfeif, out of 
breath, fword-in-hand, and covered with duft. ‘‘ What 
“ news do you bring,” faid the Marlhal? What is your 
opinion ?” “My news, replied the Duke of Richelieu, is, 
“ theit vidt)ry is in our power; and my opinion is, 
“ that we ftiould order four pieces of cannon in an in- 
ftant to be pointed againft the front of the column; 
“ and that while the artillery makes it give way, the 
“ King’shouftiold and the other troops (hould knround 
it : wc muft fall upon it like foragers.” The Kmg 
was iht firft who approved of this idea. 

Twenty perfons were dc-aclied. The Duke de Pe- 
quigni (called akerwards the Duke de Chaiilius) went 
to point the four pieces, wIulIi were placed direhly op- 
p'lfue to the Fmglilli column. The Duke de Richelieu 
rode tull fpeed,in the King’s name, to order ids houlhold- 
troops to march. He gave tins order to Monk de Mor.-*' 
telibn who commanded them. The Prince of Sonbiic re- 
allcinbied his genfdarmes ; the Duke ok Chaulnes liis 
light- horfe : all thefe formed themfelves, and marched, 
four iquadrons of the genfdarmes advanced on the light 
tl^e King’s houQiold ; the horle grenadiers \ver« at the 
head, under Monk de Grille, their Vancain the MouU 
ftuetaires, commanded by Monk de Juiinllac, quickly 
joined them. 

this important moment. Count dTki and the 
Duke ot Biron at the right faw with regret the troops at 
^wtoine quit their poft, according to the pofuivc oidir 

. cf 
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of Marfhal Saxe. I will be anfvvcrable for yourdif. 
** obedience, (aid the Duke of Bi.on to tb.em : I am fme 
the King will approve of it, efpecially in an inftant 
when the face of affairs is going to change. I am po- 
fitive that Marlh.d Saxe will t'lmk well of it.’^ The 
Marflial arriving at the place, and being informed of the 
King’s refolution, and the willingncls of the troops, 
nadily yielded to the meafure : he could change his 
opinion when it was needful. I Ic made the regiment 
of Piedmont re-enter yVritoine, and, in fp;re of his weak- 
nefs, conveyed himlelf rapidly from the right to t!ie 
ktt cowards the Irifli brigades, recommending to all the 
troops as he pafled them to make no morefallc fires, but 
to aft in concert. 

The Duke cf Biron, Count d’ERrees, the Marquis do 
CroiRy, and Count de Lowendhal, L/eutenanr-Generals, 
direfted this new attack. Five fquadrons of Benth'fta^: 
followed Monf de Croilfy and h.s Ions. '1 he rcginunis 
of Chabrillant, de Brancas, de Biionne, Aubeterre, aiiJ 
Courten, halfened thither, led on by their Colonel,. 
The regiment of Normandy, and the carbineers, at lah 
penetrated through the firlt ranks of the column, and 
revenged the death of their comrades flain in their liih 
attack, d he Inlb feconded tliem. 'Fhe column ’\v as at- 
tacked at once in th front and both the llariks. 

in Icven or cig'it minutes this formidable corps vras 
opened on all fides ; General Ponfonby brother to nkc 
liarl of Albemarle, five Colonels, five Captains of tlic 
^ guards, and a great number of oliiceis were killed. Tic 
Englifii rallied, but w- re obliged to retire j and quictai 
the field of battle without tumult, without connilnn, 
and were overcome with honour. 

* M. Voltaire calls him Pc/irnhy, and makes him brotlier to tl'C 

Farl of Albemarle ; but l;c\Va, biother to tlie late h'.arl of Bcfhofcu^h, 

wht fe naiDC was Pcrjonly : the name of the Albemarle family 
Keppel, '1 WO fucti luifl.ikcs in one Ihor: p.njfagc, betray moil mtx- 
cuiabic carelelTnefs m any pdlcn who pietcuds ro wjaie ilillory ; 
pccially wlicn^the looking into any b‘iOk of tlie Englilh Pctiagf, or 
even a Court Rcgillci, nuglit have fet him light. ranjiator. 
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The King of France went from regiment to regiment. 
<‘The cries of Vi 6 k)ry !” and ‘‘Long livr theKing !” the 
I'iatnhrownup intheair-, th-dandi^dsandcolours pierced 
with balls; the reciprocal felicitations of the officers, 
who embraced each other ; formed a fc. ne of tumultuous 
joy, which every one partook of. The King alone re- 
mained tranquil, teftifying his fatisfadion, and making 
his acknowledgements to all the general-officers, and to 
the commanders of every corps ; ordering great care to 
be taken of the wounded, and to treat his erymies as his 
own fubjeds. 

Marfhal Saxe in the midft of this triumph went 
to the King. He found ftrength enough to embrace his 
knees, and to fay thelc words : ‘‘ Sire, I have lived long 
“ enough ! I have not wiflied to furvive this day but to 
lee yo m Majefty vidorious. You fee, added he, on 
“ what all battles depend.’* The King I Ued him up, 
and embraced him tenderly. 

To the Duke of Richcheu hefaid, T fiall never for- 
“ get the important fervires that you have done me :” 
he laid the fame to. the Duke de Biron. Marfhal Saxe 
then laid to the King, “Sire, I rAuflconicfs I reproach 
“ my4elf for one fault. I fliouid have plan; d another re- 
doubt between the wootiofBarri and i 'oiuenov; but 
I could not luppofc that there u-ere (deLCials hardy 
“ enough to have attempted a jjallhge attnat place.* 

I'he allies loft nine thuufand men, among whom there 
were about two thoufand prifomrs, I'hcy tooklcarcdy 
any from the French. 

By the exad account given to the Major-General of 
the French infantry, they found oR-Iy ticaeen hundred 
and eighty one foldiers or fcrjcants of the intancry killed 
on the fpot, and three thoulind two hundred and 
eighty- two wounded. Among toe ofhcers, ouly fifty- 
three were found dead upon the licld of h it:le, and three 
hundred and twenty-three diiigerouily wounded. The 
caval 0 loft about eighteen hundred men. 

Since the commencement of war, ii. ver*was fo much 
care taken to alleviate the evils which arilc from this in- 
fliftion, Hofpitals were prepared in all the neighbour- 
VoL, III, H 102 
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ing towns, but principally at LJfle : even the churches 
were applied to a ufe fo worthy of them. Not only no 
necefl'ary ahiftance, biu even no conveniences were want- 
ing, either for the French or their wounded pri»foners. 
The zeal of the citi:^ens even went too f.ir : they never 
ceafed brin; ing to both parties their moll delicate urovi- 
fions fif)m all quarters, till the phyficians of the hofpicals 
were obliged to put a check to this dangerous excels of 
humanity. In a word, the hofpitals were fo well ferved, 
that almoft#ll the officers chofe rather to be \\aited on 
there, titan at private houfes ; a circumllance which 
had never been known before. 

We have entered into the particular detail of the battle 
of Fontenov alone. Its importance, and the danger of 
the King and the Dauphin, required it. This a^^iion 
decided the fortune of the war, laid the foundation of 
the conqueft of tlie Low Countries, and ferved as a ba- 
lance to all the former unfortunate events. V/hat far- 
ther renders this battle forever memorable, is, that ir wus 
gained when the General, exhauiled and almoll exp, ring, 
could aft no longer. Marlhal Saxe made the clifpofi- 
tion, and the French officers carr.ed the viftory 

* Wc are obliged to take notice, that in a Hiftory of this war, 
full as large ai it is partial, publlflied in London in four volumes, u 
is arte/ ted, tliat the trench took no care of their vsounded piiioncr^ ; 
and likcwife, that tlie Duke of Cumbeilrnd fent to the king of 
France a cheil of chewed balls and bits of giafs which tlicy fouiul 1:1 
the wounds of the Knglifh. 

' 1 he aulliors of theie puerile relations certainly think that chewed 
bullets arc a poifon. It i-. an ancient picjudice, as weakly founded 
ns that of the white powder. It is fau' in this Hiliory, that the frciw i 
loll nineteen thoitrand men in the battle; that their King was nor 
there ; that he did not pafs the bridge of L'a’onnc, but rcinanud a.- 
uays belond the Scheld. Jn fhort, it is rtud that the Parlianicnt (d 
Paris iirucd an arret, which condemned to prifon, to baiulhmenL anu 
to the pnn'lflinient of whipping, all who Ihould publifi any aioHiiits 
of this battle. Wc know well enough that fuch extravagant imivduuc; 
are not worthy of being refuted. But as there has been found in hi - 
gland a man fo totally deprived of good fenfe and knowledge, tounp 
fuch fingular abfurdities as this hiflory abounds witli, there ina) <'d ' ’ 
be found readers capable of believing them ; it is but jurt thcicloif* 
that wc prevent their credulity, f'oltatrc. 
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CHAP. XVI. 

Coufcquenccs of the Battle of Fonte:w)\ 

W HAT is as n*mark:)hl/ as this vidory^ is, that 
the firll care of the Kinp;of Fraf^ce wa^ to write 
the fame day to the Abhe dc la Ville, his Minilrcr at the 
Hague, fignifying that he defire I to reap no other fruit 
from his conqu.dfs butt^he pacificaLion of Europe, and 
that he w.^s leady to lent! his Pleniporentiarics to aCon- 
grefs. 'J'hc EtuesTJeneral v/rre Uirpriled, and greatly 
fufpefted the finccriiy of the King’s olTer • andswhat 
aitonilhed diem more was, t!iar the off r wees eluded by 
the F'nglifli and the Queen or Fiungary. I'his Qneen^ 
who w’as at once enr-aged in a war jn bih fia againiFthe 
King olPruliia*, in Italy againlt the French, Spaniards* 
and Neai)Oiirans ; and O'l the idaine agnnlt llie French 
aimy ; might have been fuppoled inclined to have made 
overtures of peace lierlelf, whieh llie feemed fo mucii to 
Hand in need of : but the l^nglifli Court, which govern- 
ed its allies, would notconlencto it. Revenge and j^'eju- 
dices influence Courts as well as individiuals. 

In the mean time, the King lent M. de li Tour, an 
Aid-Major ot the army, and a very intelligent offi er, to 
carry the news of the victory to tlie Kuig of Pndli.T, 
vdio met the King at the bott om of Lower S.u fii, on 
the fide oh Ratilhon, in the defile of a monniaim ne.t; a 
Village called Friedberg^. Tliere he law this Mon .rch 
obtain a fignal victory over the Auflrians. He replied 
to Ids ally the King of Franee : I have paid at Uriedberg 
“ the bill o] exchange you drew on m.c from hontjnoy.” 

The King or Fran^e^on his fide had ail tlie advantages 
the viftory of Fontenoy could give. Tlie town cind 
citadel of Tournay luriendeied in a tvW tiays after t!ie 
battle. Maiihal Saxe had leeredy concerted ev th tne 
King the taking of Chent,* the capital of Auiliian clan 
^ June 4 , 1745* 
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ders-, a town more large than populou.s, though rich 
and flourifliing from the remams of its ancient Iplencior. 

Oncof the military operations s\hich relieved the great- 
cfl honour on the Marquis deLoiivois in the warof lO^cj 
was the ficge of Ghent. He had deter. uined upon tins 
fiege, l^xaufe it was the enemy’s magazine. Loui's XV. 
had juft the hinie reafon to make hiniielf mader of it. 
According to tiie iindVe of war, every motion which 
could deceive the enemy’s army, now rctiied towards 
Brufi'els, was n ade. Some meafures were taken alio, 
that the Marquis Uu C haila on one fide, and the Count 
de Lowendlial on the other, fliopld appear befoi\ (ftienr 
at the lame inftanr. 7'he garriiun ccjiihlled .it that 
time of only fix hundred men. 1 he inhabitants Vvcre 
eneiqies to the French, though at all times avurle to tlic 
Auftrian government; but very dirfercnt, in p.oint of 
bravery, from what they v\erc when ilu)' couipcjfcti an 
array themfelves. d liele tw'o feeret marches v.uic nnr'c 
according to tl\e (jeneiwl’s tiirceftion, when lim ciuc;- 
prize was on t!ie point of mifeanying by one of ihcdo 
events fo common in yvar. 

'I'hc Icnglilli, although conquered at h'onteno}’, vote 
neither diljieiled ni^r dilcouraged. I'liey law ncm tlic 
environs of Bru Ills, where they wcie polled, the evident 
danger with which Glv. nt was threatened ; tiuy theiC' 
fore ordered a body of fix thou land men to march to 
the defence of this city. This ct rps adv.mced lowaids 
Ghent, upon the caufeway of Aloft, precifely at the 
time that Monk du Chaila was only at a league dilhncc 
upon the lame^caukway, marJiing with three brigades 
of cavalry, and two of infantry, compofed of the regi- 
ments of Normandy, Crillon and Laval, twenty [ icce^ 
of cannon, and a number of floating bridges. Tiic ai- 
tilleiy was already' in the front, and beyond thaFwas ^ 
Monk GralTin, with a party of his light troops winch 
he had raifed himlelf. It was night and every dung 
quia, when, the fix thouland Englifh arrived and at- 
tacked the CWoJjlns^ who had but juft time to flicker 
themfelvts in a farm-houfe, near the abbey of Mek, 
from whence this battle has taken its name. The Fn- 



the ace of LOUIS XV, 


lOI 


being informed that the French were upon the 
caufeway, at a diftance from their artillery, which was 
advanced, guarded only by fifty men, marched up and 
took it» All feemed loll. 1 he Marcpiis de Crdlon, who 
was already advanced within three huncired paces of 
them, faw the' Kngliib become mafters of the cannon, 
which thc 7 turned againfl him, and were going^to diF 
charge He very calmly form d his determination in an 
inftanc, and loll not a moment to execute it. He pulhed 
on with his regiment towards the enemy on one fi:ie, 
while tnc young MarCjUis ot Faval advanced with another 
baoalic-n. They retook the cannon, and maintained their 
ground. During the fime that the Marquis de Crillon 
and de Laval thus checked the Hnglilh, a Tingle (Om- 
pany of Normandy, which v/erc near the abbey, defended 
thenifclves agairdt them. 

Two battalions of Normandy arrived in hufle The 
young Count of Perigord commanded them. He was 
Ton to the Marquis of Talleirand, (ot a Ho'ifc which 
had been fovereign) unfortunately flain before I’ojr iay, 
and had ju(l obtained, at Teventeen years of age, this 
Norman regiment, which his father had commanded 
beroi'c him. He advanced the Tirlt at the head of a 
company of grenadiers. The Englilh battalion attacked 
by him ihiew down their arm=. 

MctlV.s. du Cluila and de Sojvre appeared ve^y foon 
after upon this cauleway with the cavalry. The Kn- 
glifli were furrounded on ail (ides, but ilill defended 
themlelves. 'Fhc Marquis d<- Graviile was wounded •, 
but at length they weie entirely routed. 

M d’Azincour, a Normaa Captain, whh only forty 
men, made the Lieutenant-ColLonei ot* Hich’s rroin.ent 
priloner, with eight Captains, and two lum^ired and 
eighty foldiers, wiio laid dov.m. their arms, and iurrcnocred 
to him. Nutliing vould equ,d their iurpnze* v\hen they 
law that they had litn'endereU to foity Frenchmen only. 
M. d’Azincour conducleU his priToners to M. de Cra- 
vdle, holding the point ot h’S iword to the Fnglifb 
Lieutenanc-ColonePs breall, and threatened to k ll him, 
if his foldiers made the katt rdidancc. 

^ July 9, 1745. 
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Another Norman C;iptain, M. cie Montalambcrr, wuh 
fiTiy of his lolclitrs took an hunclrctl and IW'ty Knpl ih 
'I'hn c hiuadrpns of cavalry were |)ut to near tlie 

ciid ol the action, by a ifuint ei iica* Jy equal to the farmer 
eoir.mandcd by M. de Saint Sauveur, Capt<nn of the 
Kinp,’s regiment ot cavalry : in lliori, tlie extraoo’ inary 
fuceelsof thisbattlcMf lleded,prrhaps, the greatiil hoiK^iir 
on the French, oT any in all this campaign, and llrutk 
their enemies with the grcao-it cunlle: nation. Wliat 
Hill more chara(;;teNles this day, is, that this battle, ai; 
well as that of Fontenoy, as gained by the prt fence 
of mind and courage of the Frentli officers. 

'Fliey arrived beioo Ghent jull .it the time fixed by 
Marfivd Saxe. 1 hey entered tl c K wn Iwt.rd in liar.d 
witliout plurdering it, and tlie garrilon vvitli the ciia./cl 
were taken prifoners. 

Or,c ol tlie extraordin ry .''dv.intagts leaped fre.m t! c 
p(dleffion 01 this town \vu , tin.* g.i ning < T an inaiuit'c 
magazine (1 airimiin.t'(.n }'’■( viiions^ t(naye, a, me, . \d 
eloaths, vvl-i(!i the ..11, ^ . har. dejioiiieyi in Gh^i t. i : 
W'as a I'mall nab mmixanon to' the ex^^ ci .e^ ei i!a v,.i, 
width had been bei( re as un. (,. ten. -ti. as it wa^ i.ov> 
nous unoer tlic (ve ot i.Iie Ktng^. 

At the l.nu' tine tbe e t.n.' I of Ghent t ’ cp, 
Oudenarde w,.sabo invefGd and the qm:, >aii- 

vtc made hm.ieli malkr oT i ri s, tbe iaiia dc'; t Gn 
iVl. de I.owendlial opem d the iiejuins bcioie 
narde, which luricndcred alter three d.iys. 

Scarcely vnis the King ot France mailer of one tow n, 
thtfn he caufed iwo to be bcficged at the Ian e lin e. 
I’he Duke d’Uanoiirt took Dtndtimondc, two d.ivs 
after oj^ening the* ciencht^, notwjthiiardirg the oj en rg 
oi the fluicc^, v\li;cli jnade a [tneral inund-.tK n; 
the Jaine time C(.unt tie I.owendlial laitl fiege to OiUi G 
I'his liege was reeko/.cd the molt dillieuic. it w..s 
rcmcniheriei tliat Client) iullained a liege dt three yniis 
'and thice months, at the begini'ing ot the lall cenf' iy. 
By a companion of the plan (»f the toi nlicatiens ol th^s 
place with thole exihing when it w.:s taken by vSpiiioia, 
it a])})earcd that Spinoia ought to have taken it in ih- 
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teen days, and M. de Lowendha] to have been before it 
three years, the fortifications were no^ fo much fupc- 
rior. M. de Chanclos, Li<'Utcnant-Generril of the Au- 
ftriai^ army, defended it with a^garrilbn of four thou- 
fand men, one-half of which were Engl'di-, but the 
terror and difmay were fo great, that the Governor capi- 
tulated as foon as the Marquis d’f-1 houviUe, a man 
wordiy of being at the head ot the erifrineerr, and equally 
ufeful as a good citizen and an olFicer, had taken the 
covered way on the fide of the Downs. 

AnEnglifh fleet which brought fiiccours to the town, 
and cannonaded the befiegers "^5 came there only to be 
witneflTes of its being taken. '1 his lofs threw the En- 
nlifli Court and the United Provinces into great con- 
llernation. 

N'ieuport was the only place remaming to complete 
the conquefl of all the Provi H:c of Flanders, properly 
fo called; and the Kintt ordue.l it to be bdieged. 

In this fituation of allhir", :hi’ Englifn Mhniflry began 
to reflec'l: that the Frcn h iiad tlee iuperionty of pri- 
foners. The detaining MaiTiid Belle ik aiid his brother 
had totally fu.pere'ed tlic cartel. I'hcle two Generals 
h:i,d been taken p.ifrne.s, 'h violation of the law of 
Nitions, and they fa chem at liberty without iCinrom. 
In eflecl, they C'uil : n.ave n.o piMence to demand any, 
after having declared them iLatc-prdoners ; ajid it was 
the intereft of h ngland to get the cmael reilored. 

In the mem time the King departed lor Paris, where 
he arrived the feveimh ot September, i 745 - No addi- 
tion could be made to the rec-ption that had bcen*given 
him the preceding year, i'hc Erne reilivaU and rejoic- 
ings took place; but they had befldes to celebrate die 
victories ot Fontenoy and ot Mde, and the conqueft 
of the Province of Flanders. 

Aug. 25 , 174S’ 
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Affairs of Germany. Francis of Lorrain^ Grand- Duke cf 
T iifcany^ clewed Emperor. Fbe Armies of Auftria and 
Saxony defeated by Frederic III. Kinj^ of P raffia. Fhc 
Faking of Drefden, 

T he fuccefs of Louis XV. increafed daily iu the 
Low-Countries. The fuperioi ity of h s armies, the 
facility of the fervice in every refped, the difpcrfion and 
difeouragement of the allies, their difunion, and above 
all, the capacity of Marflial Saxe, who, having reco- 
vered his healtii, aded with more adivity than ever*, 
all thefe circumtlances combined formed a chain of un- 
interrupted iucct’ls whith lias no example, except the 
^conquells of Louis XIV. Every thing was fav(nirable 
alfo in Laly for J^on Phill[). En alloniiliing revoluti^^n 
i n E n g 1 a n d a 1 1 h i s t i rne e nd a n ge red t he t h T o i 1C o t G c o rgc i I . 
as will be f en hereafter; but the Q^iccn of Hungary 
enjoyed another gloiy and another advantage, whigh 
coil no blood, and acTomplifiied her (diief and mofl de- 
firablc objecL. Mie never loti hopes ot placing tlie Im- 
pel ial ci'iown I'po’i the heau ot her tiuiband, even in 
the life time oi' Cliiilcs \Ul. ; aid after the death of 
this Ismpenjr, ihe bel'c/ed hei lelr fiiic of it, iiotwnli- 
Handing tiie K.r.g of PiuiJia w.e. at war with her, that 
the Iflec^lor- Pahitinc rclided Ins cunienr, and a bVeneh 
army winch I .-y neir Liami,>ri : iriu oijihuid tlic 
^election. I his was* the army commtiiuled .n ii il by 
iMaiihal i'vladh bo'.s, and whieli, iince tlie beginning ot 
May, 1745, h nl been undei tiic ordeis ot the l^iince dc 
Conti; bu! tv^cncy thouiand men had neen drawn from 
to incrc.iic tiie aimy uc E’ontenoy. The Prince could 
hoc prevent tne jim.dion of all the troops whicii the 
bueen of Ilungaiy had iii thes |)ait ot Ciermany, and 
which came and covered Iwanktorr, where the clediou 
vas made as quieiJy as in time oi' peace. 


Thus 
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Thus France failed in the great objefl; of the war, 
>^hich was to deprive the Houfe of Auilria of the Im- 
porial throne. The ele^^ion was *made September 
1745-* ^ Kin >; of Pruflia by Ids Ambrdfadors de- 
clared the elethlion to be null and void i'he Iflcftor- 
pAatine, whole countries had been ravaged by the Au- 
ftrian armies eiiteied a proreft to the lame purport The 
Electoral Ambalfadors of thefe two Princes retired from 
Frankfort; bur this made no alteration in the form of 
theeleiSlion, becaufe it is laid in the Golden Bull, “That 
if the F.lec^ors, or their Ambaffad-us, retire from the 
o place of clecf ion before the King of the Romans cue 
“ future Emperor is elet^eci, they fli:ill be uepieved 
of their right of fuffrage for that time, as being judged 
to have abandoned it.” 

ThcQuecnof Hungary (novEmprefs) came toFrank- 
fort to enjoy her triumph and the coroniiion of her 
hufhand. She law irom a balcony the ceremony of 
the entry, and was thefird who cried, “Long live the Em- 
peror'” and all the pcof)ie anl wered with acclaniarion.s of 
joy and ahidion. Tills was the Jiappieil day of her 
iiie. Afccrwaids*lhe w^^nt to fee her army ranged in or- 
tier of battle near Heidelberg, to the number of fixty 
tijoufand men. The r mp-"ror her fpoufe received !vm 
f.vord-in-hand at tiie heaJ of the army, hhe palled ile- 
tween the lines, laiutcd every body, dined unJer a tent, 
anfi ordered a Borin to be dillributed to every foldier. 

It was the fate ot ihls Prineels, and of the atfairs that 
(h'luibed i:er reign, ihat the mod lucky events wt re 
h iaiieed on all iiJts by equal ddgri^ces. , 'i'lie bin- 
poor Giidi'ies VTi. Hit Bavaria at th r time they we m 
Clowning him Idmperor ; and the Qiieen or Hungary 
Eh a battle wiiiie Ihe was preparing the con>nat'(;n or 
her hulbiand Francis I. I'lic King ot Pr iflia was aga.n 
Vidor at bore, near tlie fource of the Elbe 7. 

1 here arc tiiues when a Elation conitaiuiy prekrves 
Es Uiperiority. 'I’his has been evinced in the Swedes, 
Under Charles XH.-, in the Englilli, under the Duke ot 
Marlborough; in the french in Flanders, under Loui'^ 
aV. and ivlarlhal Saxe ; anti in the PruHiaiV, un -n 

i'rcdcre- 
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Frederick HI. TheEmprcfs loft Flanders, and had muc h 
to fear ,from the F^ing of FruTu in Germany, at th- 
time that Ihe had featcd her hufband on the throne of 
her father. 

At this very time, when the King of France, conqueror 
in Italy and the 1 ow-Countries, was conftantly pro- 
pofing peace, the King ,c)f PrulTia, viclorioiis on his 
iidc, demanded alf) the mediation of Elizabeth Ern- 
picls of lluOia. Conquerors were never yet known to 
make f) many 6vertures; and this may appear aftonilh- 
ing, but at prefe r it is dangerous to be too vifforiou'^. 
All the Powers of Europe looper or later will take arms 
whe n there is any one in motion : nothing is to be feen 
but Ir agues, and counter- leagues fuppoited by numc^- 
rous armies. There is now great difliculty throngli t’le 
circumilanvcs of the tin.es to keep a conquered Pio- 
Vince. 

In rhe midfi; of thefe great perplexities an unprece 
dented offer of a mediat'On was received whicdi ceufi 
not be expefled ! this was from the ( h and Turk. Mis 
Prime Minifler wrote to all the Chriilian Courts wleJs 
were at w,:r, and exhorted them to vcale the eliulioa uj ie.o 
man blood, and offered them the mediation oi his maft. : 
Such an oTcr had no cordequencts •, but at lean it ( ii in 
to have leivcd to make lo many Clirillian Poweis re- 
coiled themlelves, who, having begun a war tiirough ia- 
tereli, had continued it through obllinacy, and would 
finilh it only through ncccfficy. In reality, this mediation 
of the Sultan of the l^urks was olTcred in return 'Or the 
peace which the. King of Franoe had accompli Ihed 1 e- 
tweea the Emperor of Germany, Charles VI. and the 
Ottomtm Porte, in 1739. 

I he King of PrufTia tQok other meafurcs to bring about 
the peace, and topreferve Silelia. hits troops coUipletely 
beat the Auftrians and Saxons at the gates of nickien. 
It was the famous old Prince of Anhalt who [gamed 
decifive t idory He had been a wan ior fitty yea; ^ 

*■ This war. no reproach to ChflJIlaniiy a feverc reproof to ti (. 
powers of Chulleudom, too laxly lliled Chnjiian Fnnecs. . 

f Dcctuiber 15. i74'0 
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and was the firfl: wlio cntccd lires of ihe French 
army at Turin, in 1707. F -r co'^ducFn'^ tfe iMil'a itrv’, 
he was eilcc-'/ed t!ic r.ioil' cxpcrirnced 'jfnccr i 1 iviro[K\ 
This great battle \v r; the i.)d' t.'uit rill A u['. ciiC mo i! are 
of his military ['lory ; the oni; one ne had eve; enjoye I : 
for fighiing was hiS ible p'-ovlnce. 

The King nuai\, -T 1 in mor- than one kind 
of war, fiiuc np the tuvvn o; i^iefden on cf fiJes. I le 
entered it at the head often ba^taboiis aiid ten kiuadrons; 
diiarmed three regiments of the 'idiiiia which coiiipofed 
the ganifoii ; went to tiie pal. ice, where he vhir.xl the 
two Princes and the timee Pdn.c<ues tlie ch.ud :n of 
the King of Poland, who redded in it ; embraced them, 
and fliewed tlienn all the mark: of tccnderCicfs and regard 
which might be expcdedfroiii fh ni(,n'^ p like man of his 
age. licordere ithelliops an 1 warcIiouKs .vmchhad been 
{loit up to b( opeiv-"d ; gave a dinte-r to all the ioreign 
Min Her. ^ h cl an kali, n opera plryed ; in line, it was 
i’caitcly {3erc ijribl ihcu the town ucr, in the power of 
tic .oc.-].;ci V ; an-' the takingo- ihrfien hgualized 
only by the en'- ’-tain-mcat''' that h.c^gave there. 

But uhat was iliii mor': extra dinriry, he entered 
Dieku^u* o so rh * iScIi ('iTJec-- m'oer, 174-', and uVide 
a pe ace t’iierc \virh Aultria l ui bav^ny fin the 25th ot th.e 
ja: ]c ira>nth, 1. aving all the weigim ot the war upon tiie 
King i-f I a nee. 

Mana> I'lKrefa in ihis fccond peace renounced widi 
relubfance her pretenfions to : iitdia ^ and Fredcriclc* 
gave her no other adv niage than the acknowledgement 
or Francis I. for Emperor. ihieEieitOi Palatine, as a 
‘contracting pany in the treaty, acknovvledgeh the lame; 
and It cod' tire Kmg of Poland FJclHoi' o' Saxony only 
one miiii n of ci' 0 '..ns, German money, which he, was to 
give the conejucror, wnh interkl to trie day ot pay- 
ment. 

The King of drunia reciirne-l to Berlin to enjoy peace, 
the iruir of iiisvocdory. t ie i.-asreceiveu under triumphal 
arches, the people ifrcwingbrancliesol iir-trees belore him, 

for 
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for want of better, and crying, “ Long live Fiedcdci; 
“ the Great 

This Prince, fuccefsful I)otIi in his wars and m h s 
treaties, now applied himfeif Iblcly to pcricaing 
the laws, and the encouragement of arts in his do^ 
minions, lie pafled all of a hidden irom the tumults 
of war to a philofuphical ntireini'iu. Me clolely ap- 
plied him i'elf to poetry, to eloquence, and hiilory •, all 
which were equally parts of his c hara-.der. In tlii;. i cl j 
he is more famous than Charles XIL He never conii- 
dered him as a great man, becaufe he v^as only an liero. 
Wefhall not enter here into any detail oi' the v .ri( s (it 
the King of Pruflia. He has w ritten them mriiiclf. 
Ctefar alone could write his own Commentaries. 

The King ot France, deprived a lecond timeol this im- 
portant fuccour, neverthelcls ftill continued his conqucH 
The object of the war now on the part of France was, 
to force the (^leen of Ilungaiy, by hei lofles in FnUid • 5 , 
to cede what llie dilputcd in Italy, and to obl’^ e ti.c 
States-General at le.dc to return again to that neutudry 
from which they liad dcparicd. 

I'heQiiecnof Hung^.ry winicd to make retaliation 
upon France for the lols Ihe had lullained tiom the K ng 
ofPrufiia. d'iiis projefl, acknowledged aitcrv.ards liy 
the Court of Lnghnd to be impnaCtic able, was tliui ai)- 
proved of, and embraced accordingly ; for there are 
fons when all thcvvorld are bhnd.. 1 he Empire given 
to Francis I. encouraged them t^> think that the Circles 
would determine to take tip arms againli France •, and 
the Court of Vienna fpaied no ])ains to engage than m 
i'ucli a mcaluic. 

'1 he Fnqnie conflantly remained neuter, as all Italy 
had ti(>ne at the beginning of this chaos of war •, but the 
licaits of the Cicrmans were with Maria- 1 hereia. ’ 
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CHAP XVIII. 

Continuation of ihc Cou'fuejl of the Aufinan Lo -Countries. 
Battle of Liege. 

T he k ing of Fmnce being fet out for Paris after 
tlic taking of Oitend, v/as informed upon the 
road that Nieuport had furrendered, and that the garrifon 
were made prifoners ofwar^'. Soon a^ ter, the Count de 
Clermont Ciallerande tfiok tl:e town of Acth f. Marfhal 
Saxe invefled Bruilcis in the beginning of t!ic winter 
This city it is weii known is the capital of Brabant, and 
the rcfidcnce of the Governors of the Auftrian Nccher- 
landis. I he Count cle Camdtz con:m:ndea in tivs city 
as Prime-.'v iniiler, adding in the room of Pr nee Churies, 

( jovernor-( T en*^ rai of the Eo^i-Couiitries. 1 ne Count 
de Lanoy, Lictitenant-Geneial of the armies was Go- 
vernor of the garrilon. Gemral Vanderdmn, on the 
part of the D.itch, commanded* eighteen battalions and 
fe\ erf Iqiiadrnns (>f their forces. I'here w^re ;;o Andrian 
troops, exrcpt one hundred and f’dty crr.goons, and as 
many hullais. 1 l*e i'-niprtis-(,Ei'- en Cu.niided the 
EnuliBi atid i)utch U'r tuc dctence ol tlicie countiics ^ 
amrthey always bop^ the burden of the wat* in Flanders. 
Field-Marlhal Los Rios ; the two Princes of L’gne, the 
one a General of infantry, arrd the ether of cavalry *, Ge- 
neral Chanclos, who had fiin\ndercd Ollend ; five Au- 
Brian LieuCc nant-Gci:eral% with a ciEud ot nobility, 
were befieged in this capital, where the (^.wcn ut Fiun- 
gary had dlict u great many loore ( ihcers than 

Ibldiers. 

The flhutered remains of the Emperor’s army ucrc re- 
tired towards MeehPn, under t!;e Ihince ot \> ddeck, 
and could not oppole the fiege, iMaillial Saxe iiaving 
fuddenly ordered nis army to inarch m tour co un'ins by 
four dillereet routes. In this fie'gc no [H ilon ot 
tion was loll, except the Chevalwrd -luecxerie, ooionel^ 
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of the regiment of marines. I'he ganifon, with all the 
gcrKraLoilic'.er.s, wricniade priloners^. 'I’hey might have 
( aprured the Primc-fvlit'iihcr, and Jiad a greater righ^ 
to take him than the idanoverians had to k ize Marhial 
Belleille. 'I iie Refidenc of the Stah s-General was alfo 
in their powers b.>t t.hev nor only left them i^oth at 
toll liOMi), hiu rook purticuiar c:a’-e of their eflecLs and 
attendants, and forndhed them v ithclcoits. I'liey likewik 
rtftore>; to 1‘rinee C, liarles all hh equipages and doii ellies 
which v/ere found in tlic town, and alfo de])oiit^ d in the 
niagazme> all tl:e arms of the military, in rcadinels lo. 
an exJi rge. 

I'he Kiitp, wlio had jo many advantages over ti e 
nollanilers, aind about thirty thoufmd of their tro(*|:s 
priioneis oi- war, in a njanner govi rued this R'qni’d::'. 
'i’lic St .tcs Genc'ral found themlelves in a perplexed 
fituat'on : the ihoipn was .ipproaching them, and tiny 
Vvd'cknlibic of their v'.caknels. 1 hr Magiilracy w.is 
defiroiis of pca-.e ; but the h.nglifi^ party, wl had al- 
ready taken every pohhble meafure tluu (ould place a 
Stadtiioider at tiie head of this Republic, being lecundsd 
by the pcopli., infilled upon a continuation of the war. 
The States thus divided afted without principle, and 
their co uiufl deuionllrated their confuf on. 

'1 he gencial panic <u:d divifion redoubled in the Unitul 
Proviiiceswhi n tliey'-’ me iniormed, at thefgxn ng r.i t’le 
( anopa:::n,t!o'it the Kingwa^' mirching in perion towards 
yuuwerp, at th.c head ot one hundred and t\\d.t\’ baua- 
lions and oncliundicd and nio' ly kjuadrons. I 'ern e ly, 
when the Republic ot I'i'dh.mhi ellabblbcd itleli l)yioiee 
of arms, the deiiroyed ell tiie grandeur of Atitwup, die 
r m aieit cemnurJai city os leurope, prohibited tiie navi- 
gation of the SeI.eld, and afurvvaids agyravated its fallen 
i 1 a re, e fp e c i a 1 i y li 1 i ce t h e a 1 1 1 a n c c of d K S t a tes - G e n c r a 1 i r h 
the 1 loiile of Anil' ia. Neither the F-mperor Leopold, 
Charles VI. nor the Empreis-Qiiecn, his daughter, ever 
liad any other vend u[3on theScheld but a emllomdioule 
barge to collect the duties of import and export. Eat 
notwithllanding the States (lenei a! had humbled An- 
twerp to iliis degree, and ruined its merchants, yet the 
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tIolUndcrs rep^ardeci it as a rampart to their country. 
This rampart was foon brohciulown 

The Prince of Conti Jiad under, his command a fepa- 
rate body of the army, with wiiich he invcfled M.ms f, 
the capital of Aiilliian Ifa'iiault; twelve buttalions 
which delended it ferving to encreafe the number 
of ])rifoncrs of war, half ot whom were Ditcli. The 
AuRrians never loil fo many ])laces, nor the Dutch 
fo many ibldicrs. St. Guillain Ruired the fame fate .1;, 
and Chaihroy loon followed § ; the lower Pown 
was taken by aRaiilt, the trenches being op; ned only 
two days. The Marquis (afterwards Marfnal; dc la Fare 
took [joffedion of Charjeroy iip)n the lame conditions 
ns were inqviied on the other towns tliat h.^d made any 
iefiftance-, that \% the gamifon were made pnlbners. 
The grand [)rojet:f was to go to i ia Rricht, tre.m whence 
th.ey eOLihl eahlv comurind the Uiiucd Provinces; but 
to leave nothing bCund in Fhindecs, it v. as needfary to 
].iv fiegc to tlic important town of Nanuir. Pnnee 
Cha)lC',wjio at that time con. maiKTal the ar uy, mavle 
every pofifole ehort to prevent the he g”, but in vain. 

Namu'- is fituatetl cm the conulux or ilieSambre and 
the Mcule. d’hc citadel is built uoon a Reep rock ^ 
and twelve otlwr forts bu It upon the ridges of t!ie neigh- 
bouring moumain , ieem to tender it inacceliibie m any 
attack r it is on.e of the b .rrier towns, idie Prince de 
( javres \v*is CiO. ernoi* tor ti e F.mprds i 

Dutch, who were in garrilon, neiilier pa d him obedience 
jtor relpect. T he environs ot this town are celeoiat^ 
by the marches anti encamp uents Oi M-irfnal de L.uxem- 
buig, Nwirfnal de BouHiers, anu King Wdiiam ; and are 
alio not leis lamous tor the m.nccuvres ol hdarlhal Saxe, 
lie forced Prince Charles to depart the town, and leave 
him^at liberty to befiege it i|. 

The Prince de Clermon: had the charge of the hege 
of Namur, which wms in eiieCt to take twelve places. 
He attacked feveral <T Tie tta ts at once, and tliey weie 
all carried. Monk Ihularr, Aid-iVFqor General, placed 
the pioneers bciiind tlic grenadn rs m a work which they 
had taken, and promiled rhtm thnible pav it they would 
execute their buhnels with chPgtncc ; but they did it 

• . 
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with more fptcd than was expefted,and refufed any ad‘ 
vanced pay. . 

1 cannot enter into & minute account of the remarkable 
aftions which paffed at this and all the other’fiegcs. 
There are few events of war wherein the officers and fol- 
diersdo not perform fuchfurprifmg ads of valour, as even 
aftonifli thofe who are witnefles of them, and which 
afterwards are buried tor ever in oblivion. If a General, 
a Prince, or a Monarch, had performed one of tiufe ac- 
tions, they would have been confecrated to pofttrity 
but their multitude foon renders them forgotten and in 
all kinds of tranfaftions the principal only remain in the 
memory of mankind. However, Port Ballard, taken in 
theopenday by three officers only, mult iiot be p.uffid 
over in filence. M. dc Launai, Aid-Major, M. d’/tu- 
mere. Captain in the regiment of Champagne, and M. tie 
Clamouze, a young Pm-tugueze of the lame regimeiir, 
leaping alone into the trenches, made the gan ifon 1 y 
down their arms. 

The trenches were opened before Namur on the v th 

ofSeptembec,antl the town capuulattd on the 19^1, lyge. 

By the articles of capitblation, the garnfon, conlilling t.f 
twelve battalions, ten of which were Dutch, were oiMi;'- 
ed to retire into the citadel and loine other c.dlie.s ; .;i.u 
at tlvt end of eleven days tiefli artules were dwivsn, m 
■which they were all made pril'oncrs of war. 

After the taking of Namur, it remained either to dif- 
perfe or beat the allied army, which was encamped at 
that time on this fide the Meiife, having Maellricht on 
the right, and Liege on the Icf:. The two armies ob- 
ferved° each odier’s motions, and had many Ikiiimlhes 
for fcveral clays •, the Jar dividing them. 

Marfhal Saxe, intending to come to an engagement, 
marched' towards the enemy on the 1 1 th ot Odobei;, at 
break of day, in ten columns. The two armies were 
ll'cn from the luburbs of Liege, as from an am])hi- 
theatre. The French were an hundred and twenty thou- 
fand ftrong, and the allies only eighty thouland. 1 lie 
enemy extended along the Meufe trom Liege to Vilet, 
behind five fortified villages.' The prelent method 01 

attuclt- 
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attacking an army is the fame as* that of a town, bat- 
tering It with cannon. The allies had to fear, that 
after being driven from thefe villages thfey could not 
pafs tke river. Thus they rifqucd their total dcftruftion, 
which was what Marlhal Saxe wiflaed for. 

The only general-officer that the French loft in 
this engagement was the Marquis de Fenelon, ne- 
phew to the immortal Archbifhop of Cambray. 
He was brought up under the care of his uncle, 
and poflefled all his’ virtues, though in a character quite 
different.. Twenty years embaffy to Holland had not 
extlnguilhed a military ardour and a noble daring, 
which colt him his lif^. Having been wounded in the 
foot forty years before, and fcarcely able to walk^ he 
rulhed upon the intrenchmencs of the enemy on horfe- 
back. He fought death, and found it. His extraordi- 
nary devotion augmented his intrepidity. He thought 
ihai: the moft pleahng action in the fight of God was to 
die for his Sovereign. It mult be ackno'A ledged, that 
an army compofed of men who lliould embrace this 
opinion, would be invincible. The French had but tew 
p-rfons of diftinftion wounded jn this battle. The fon 
of Count de Segur received a bail in his breaft, which 
was immediately extracted from the fpinal bone •, and 
he furvived by an operation more I'rveie than the wound 
itfclf. Tile Marquis de Lujac had his ja\v-bone4)roke, 
his tongue cur, and both his cheeks pierced by a rnuf- 
quct-lkot. Tire Marquis de Laval, wiio diltingui filed 
himfelf at Mde, the Prince or Monaco, the Marqui^de 
Vaubecour, and the Count de Barkroy, were dan- 
gerotifly wounded. 

T his baccie was only blood fpilt in vain, and one ca- 
lamity more ; for both parties neither gained nor loft 
ground, and ea; h took their former ouarters. 1 he 
beaten army advanced even cloic to 'I’ong'es. 1 no 
vidkor ions one paffed by way of Louvain into the midft 
of its contjuefts, and retired to enjoy the iweets oi are- 
pofe which the leafon commonly rccuire^in thele coun- 
tries, to wait the return ot the Ipring, in order to renew 
thofe cruelties and misfortunes which the winter only 
fufpended. 

VoL. III. 
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Succefs of the Infa?it Don Philip and MarJJml Mailkhois^ 
followed ly great Difajlers, 

I N Italy, and towards the Alps, the face of aff-iirs 
was very different, and an extraordinary feene paffed 
there at this time. The moft fad reverfe of fortune 
had fucceeded to the moft rapid fuccefs. The Houfe 
of France loft more in Italy than it had gained in Flan- 
ders ; and thefe Ioffes feemed td be more irreparable 
than their fuccefs in Flanders appeared ufeful, becaufe 
the eftablifhmcnc of Don Philip was then the true objed 
of the war. If they were conquered in Italy, they hacl 
no refource left for this cftablifhment ; and it was in 
vain to have been vidlorioiis in Flanders ; for they w'ere 
fenfible that fooncr or later they muft give up their 
conquefts, and that they were orily as a jdedge or a 
tranfient furery to indemnify them for the Ioffes they 
might fuftain elfewherc! I'he Circles of Germany ic- 
mained neuter, and every thing was in tranquility "upon 
the borders of the Rhine. In effed, Spain was become 
the principal party in the war. By Tea and by land tiic 
war was carried on Iblely for her •, and fhe never loft fi^_,ht 
of Parma, Placentia, and the Milanefe. Of fo many do- 
minions difputcd with the heirefs of the Houfe of Au- 
ftfia, there remained only thefe Provinces of Italy to 
which any claims could be laid. 

Since the foundation of the monarchy, this war was 
the only one in which France was barely an auxiliary. 
She woas no more in the caufe of theEmperorCharies Vll. 
to the time of his death, and in that of the Infant Don 
Philip till the peace. 

At the beginning* of the campaign of 1745 in Italy, 
appearances were as favourable for France, as they weic 
for Auftria i'n 1741. The roads were open to the 
French and Spanifli armies, by the way of Genoa. This 
3 Republic, 
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Republic, forced by the Q^iecn of Hungary and th-* 
King of Sardinia to declare war againft thciu, had at laft 
concluded a definitive treaty, and were to fLirnifh about 
eicditc^^Ti .thouianJ men. The Spiniard' gave them 
tlurty thoufand piaftres a-montli, and one hundred thou- 
fand at f)ne payment for the u!e of the artillery with 
which they furninaed theSpaniili army •, for in this long 
and varied war, the wealthy and powerful States always 
kept the others in pay. Don Philip’s army, which de- 
jeended with the French from the Alps, joined to the 
Genoefe troops, was reputed to conhll of eighty thou- 
fand men. Thar of Count de Gages, who had purfued 
the Germans to t!ie environs of Rome, advanced, and 
with the Neapolitan army was about thirty thoufand 
ftrong. This veas juft at the time that the King of 
Prulfia, operatm.e on the fide of Saxony, and the Prince 
of Conti on the Rhine, prevented the i^ulhdan iorces 
frona fuccouring Italy. The Gcnoelc even had the 
boldnefs to declare war in form againft the King of Sar- 
dinia *. The defign was, that tlie Spanifli and Neapolitan 
army flaould join the French and Spaniih forces in tlae 
Milanefe. * 

About the montli of March, 1745, the Duke of Mo- 
dena and Count de Gage‘s, at the nead of the Spanifh 
and Neapolitan a: my, had puifued the Aullrians^troni 
the environs of Rome to Rimini, from Rinaini to 
Celene, to Imola, to torli, to Bologna, and at laft quite 
to Modena. 

Marflral Maillebois, a pupil of the celebrated Villare, 
appointed Captain-General of Don Philips army, 
arrived foon afier, by the way •of Vintiiniglia and 
Oneglia, ami came down towards Montferrat aoout the 
end of the month of June, at the head of the Spaniards 

and. French. • . , 

" From the fmall Principality of Oneglia there is a de- 
feent into the Marquifate of f Inal, which is at the ex- 
tremity of the territory or Genoa, and is the ent: aiue 
into Mantuan-Montierrat, a country thick iVt witn recks 
'vhich are a continuation ot the /Utcr 

• jililC 2'-', 
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through the valleys between thefc rocks, the fertile coun- 
try of Alexandria prefents itfelf,- and the direft road to 
^llla^ is ^rom Alexandria to Tortona. Some miles 
farther is the paffage ofthe Po; next, Pavia appt*irs upon 
the lelino*, and from Pavia it is but a day’s journey to the 
tamous City of Milan, which is not fortified, and always 
fends its keys to whomfoever palfes the Tefino ^ but 
which has a very ilrong caftle, capable of making a vi- 
gorous and long refinance. 

To feizc on this country, it is only necelTary to make 
forced marches-, to keep a lharp look-out to the right 
and left is expedient, over a vait extent of country ; alio 
to be mailer of the courfe of the Po, from Calal to Che- 
mona ; and to guard the Oglio, a river which falls j’rom 
the Alps of the Tirol or at leaft to be in poireflion of 
l.odi, Ciema, and Pizzighitona, in order to block up 
the road agiinlt the Germans wiio may arrive from 
Trent. n this way. In fine, a free communication more 
efpecially mull be had behind thefe places with the river 
ot (jenoa j that is to lay, with the iirait pai's w'hieli runs 
by the fide of the lea from Antibes to Monaco and \dnti- 
miglia, in order to have a lure retreat in cafe of misfor- 
tune. Ail die polls of this country are known and dif 
tinguiflied by as many battles as the territory of Man- 
ders. 

This Italian campa'gn. which liniihed lb unhappily, 
commenced with one of the moll brilliant mancouvres 
that ever was performed and which would luffice to 
l;avc elLiblilhed a memorable glory, if great adions 
were not in thefe times buried in the vaft multitude of 
the battles, and befidcs, if this happy event had not been 
followed by diTalters. * 

The King of Sardinia at the head of twenty-five thou- 
land men, and Count Schulenburgh with a number ot 
Aufirians pretty nearly equal, were entrenched m a-, 
crexk or bay which was formed by the 'i'anaro near 
where it difeharges itfelf into the Po, between Valencia 
and Alexandria. 

Mai lhalMaillebpis, who commanded the French anny, 
and Count Gage;, General of the Spanilh troops, weic 

not 
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not able to force the King of Sardinia and drive him 
from his port, while he was fupported by the Imperial 
forces. A f>n of the Marfhal’s, then young, formed a 
fcheme*to feparate them, in ordeV tu which it was ne- 
ceffary to deceive the Auftrians. He refolved his plan, 
combining all the chances upon the diftance ot the 
places. ‘‘ Should a large detachment dire6l its march to- 
‘‘ wards Milan, Schulenburgh will not luffer the town to 
“ he taken ; and by polling to its relief, he mull leave the 
King of Sardinia expofed. The detachment fuddcnly 
“ f;ccs about and joins our army, before the Auilrians 
“ can recover their former ftation ; we fhall then have 
“ but hAi' the enemy’s forces to engage. This brilk and 
“ unexpe^led arrack mull throw iliem into confufion.” 

Every thing came to pals juft as the young Count 
Maillebois had foreleen and arranged them. The Frcnrh . 
and Spanilh troops crofted the Tanaro with the water' 
up to their middle. Tliey forced the camp of the King 
of Sardinia, and obliged him to retreat towards Caiai in 
Piedmont ; by which means they became mailers of 
the intire courfe of the Po. 

Juft at the time that the King of France had con- 
quered Flanders, the King of Prulft’a, his ally, ftrengthened 
hiS caufe by new fucceftes : every thing was then favour- 
able in all the difterent feenes of the theatre of war. 

At tlie end of the year 1745, tne French and Spij^iards 
found tnemfclves mailers ot Montlenat, ot Al xan- 
dria, ot O.c 'Portontie, of the coumry beliinJ Genoa 
that is called the Imperial Fiefs of the L.omehiie, ut the 
Paveian, of the Lodcian, of Milan, of almoil ail tTie 
Milanefe, and of Parma and Placentia. Ad ihelc iuc- 
C(.ires followed rapidly, like ihxfte ot thc*K’ng ut h ranee 
in the JLow-Coiintries, and ot Prime Edward in Scot- 
land ; while the King of Prulua, on his part, beat the 
^ Aufftrian troops in Lower Germany, but in Ifaly, pre- 
cifely the fame thing happened as in Bohemia at the be- 
ginning of this war. 1 he moll favourable appearances 
covered the greatcll calamities. 

i he intentions of tiie Kmg ot Pruftia, m making war, 
were to annoy the Houfeor Aultiia as much as poUibic; 
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in making peace, ta do as much mifchief to that of 
F I ance. The peace of Breflau loft her Bohemia •, and that 
of Drcfden,. Italy. 

Scarcely was the Ffnprels-Qiieen a fecond timj; rid of 
this enemy, than (he fent ticfli troops into Italy, by tlie 
Tirol and the Trcntm, during the winter of 174^. d'he 
Infant Don Philip was in polfeiJion of Milan, but not 
of the calllc. His mother, the Q^uecn of Spam, ordered 
him pofitivcl/ to attack it. Marflial Maillebois wrote 
thus ;n the month of December 1745: I fore fee a to - 
“ tal dellruetion, it wc obftinatciy remain in the Mila- 
“ nefe.” The SpaniOi Council pcrfitled in it, and all 
was loft. 

The troops of the Fmprefs Queen on one fide, and 
the Pieumontele on the otlur, gained ground every- 
wlicre. The furrender of places and redoubled lolks 
greatly dimin fned tiic combinevl armies of France and 
Spain; and, at laft, the fatal battle ot Placentia re- 
duced them to leave Italy with difficulty, and in a de- 
plorable condition. 

1 he Prince of Lichtcnftcin commanded the army of 
the Idmprefs-Queen. He was yet in the llowcr oi his 
age. In his caily vouth he was fent Aml^aiiador iroin 
the father of this Fauprels to the Lourt of France, whe ic 
he acquired univerfal efteem. He merited ilill more bv 
his CQ'^dud and courage at the battle o! Piaceniia; for 
finding himfelf in the fame ftate of ficTnefs and lanygior 
which Marfnal Saxe laboured under at the battle of imii' 
tenoy, he lurmountcd like him the excefs of his dilo’der 
to'fiy to the battle, and he gained as complete a victory. 
Tins battlewas the lonj’dt and molt bloody, of ail tire a ar. 
Marflial Maillebois begun the attack three hours bciote 
day *5 and remained co queror a long time on the ritou 
wing, which he cemimanded *, but the left wing ol the 
army being furrounded by a fiqierior number Oi Ati- ,, 
iirians, and General Arembouire wounded and taken 
prifoncr, it was entiicly defeated; an.l after nine houis 
combat they were obiiged to retire under Placentia. 

If the ancient method of clofe fighting were in prac- 
tice, an engagement of nine hours, battalion againft bat- 
talion, 
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talion, fquadron againft fqiiadron, and man to man, 
would deftroy whole armies, and Europe would have 
been depopulated by the prodiiiious number of battles 
that have been fought in our da*ys : but in thefe com- 
bats, as I have already remarked, they feldom clofe. 
Muflcets and cannon are lefs deilrudive than the pike 
or the fword were formerly. They arc a long time even 
without firing ; and in the enclofed country of Italy, 
where they hre through hedges, a great deal of time is 
loft in feizing a trifling poll, in pointing the cannon, 
in forming and reforming; — thu'' nine hours of battle 
are not fo many hours of dellrudtion. 

The lofs of the Spaniards, of the French, and fome 
Neapolitan regiments, amounted, however, to above eight 
thoufand men killed and wounded, befidts tour thou- 
fand being made prifoners. /U lafl, t'^e aimy of the King 
of Sardinia arrived, and then the danger was doubled 
for the wliole army of the three Powers of France, Spain, 
and Naples, were in danger of being made prifoners. 

At this untortunate jiindfure the Intanr Don Philip 
received a p'ece of news, wh’ch, according to all ap- 
pearances, was to fill up the meafure oi his misforrunes. 
I'hi^ was the deatli of his father Philip V, King of 
Spain I'his monarch, after having undergone mjny re- 
veries of fortune, and in his youth been twice obliged 
to abandon his capital, at laft reigned peaceably i^Spam *, 
and if he did not revive thelpleiuior this monarchy 
enjoyed in the time of Philip II. he at leaft placed it 
in a more flourifliing (late than it was in under Philip IV. 
and Charles II. He had on’y to fufter the 1 )ard 
neceflity of always ieeing Gibraltar, Minorca, and the 
commerce of the SpanilE Empire inr xVmedca, in the 
hands of the Englifli, who had ever difturbed the hap- 
^inefs of his adminillration. The conqueft ot Oran 
from the Moors in 1732 •, the crown ot Naples and Si- 
cily, taken from the Auftrians, and placed u}:on the 
head of his Ton Den Carlos; fignaiizcd his reign : and 
lome time before his death, he flatteied hindclr with fee- 
ing the Milande, Parma, and Placentia, iubmit to 
• July 9, 1746. 
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the Infant Don Philip, his other Ion by his fecond 
marriage with the Print:efs of Parma. 

Precipitated, like other princes, into thofe great de- 
figns which put almoft^all Europe in motion, he expe- 
rienced more than any one the vanity of grandeur,* and 
the grievous neccITity of facrilicing fo many thoufmds 
of men to intercfts which change every day. Difgufted 
with fovereignty, he had abdicated the throne in favour 
of his eldeft fon Don Louis, and reafluir.cd it again 
after the death of that Prince-, always ready to quit it, 
as having from his melancholy d.fpofition experienced 
nothing but the bitternefs that is attached to human 
life, even in the midil of arbitrary power. 

The news of the King’s deativ arriving at the army 
after the d-feat, augmented ti:c embarrafimenc in which 
they were all involved. They were yet uncertain if Fer- 
dinand VI. fucccITor of Idi l.p V. would do as much 
for his brother-in-law, as Philip had done for his fon. 
The remaining part of this flourifhing army of the triple 
alliance were in greater danger than c^er of being fnut 
up without any icfource. 1 hey were between the Po, 
the Lambro, die Tidona, and the Trebia. To figlit in 
an open country, or in an advantageous poll:, againfl: a 
fuperior arm;, , is very com.mon ; but to lave conquered 
and furrounded troops very rare : this is the mafccr-piece 
of the military art 

The i'bunt de Maillebois (fon of the Marflial) v/as 
fo hardy as to propofe a Ikirmifliing retreat. He under- 
took this enterprise, conduckd it under the eye uf h:s 
fatht^r, and accomplillicd ir. 'Fhc three armies palled 
lafely in a day and a night over three bridges with tour 
thoufand mules laden., and a thoufuid provifion-wag- 
* gons, forming rhemfeivcs along the Ihdona. Meafures 
were lb well taken, that the Sardinians and Auilrians 
could not attack tl.cm till they were in a Hate or cietence^ 
The French and Spanifh armies fiipported a long and 
obftinace engagement, in which they were not once 
throwm into dilordcr. 

This day, moi.e eileemed by the judges of the military 
fcience than admiied by tlic vulgar, was reckoned a 

happy 
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j^appy one, becaufe thcobjeft propoitd was accomplilhed: 
it vvas, however, extremely difagreeable to retreat by Tor- 
tona, and to leave Placentia and the whole- country in 
the pow^r of the enemy. In effc&:, the day after this 
extraordinary battle Placentia fiurendered, and above 
three thouiand fick were made prifoners of war. 

Of all this great army which was to fubdue Italy, fix 
thoufand effedbve men only were left at Tortona. * The 
lame thing happened in the time of Louis XIV. after the 
battle of Turin. Francis I. Louis Xll. and Charles VIII. 
underwent the fame difgraces : — ufeful leffons, though 
never attended to ! 

They retired immediately to Gavi towards the con- 
fines ot the Genoele. 'The Infant and the Duke of Mo- 
dena went to Genoa-, but, inftead of being fecure there, 
their alarms were augmented. Genoa was blocked up by 
an Englifh fleet and they had no provifions to fupport 
the few cavalry that ftill remained. Forty thoufand 
Auftrians and twenty thoufand Piedmonrefe approached 
it. If th^^y had remained in Genoa, they might have defend- 
ed it j but they abandoned the Counties of Nice, Savoy, 
and Provence. The Marquis de la Mina, a new Spa- 
nifli General, was fent to fave the* remains of the army. 
The G’noeTe bclbugh: him to itay, but they could ob- 
tain nothing. 

Genoa is not a city chat ought, like Milan, to^arry 
its keys to whoml'oever approa- hes it with an army. Be- 
fides tlie works of the citv, ihe-e is a fecond rampart, of 
more ih.iii two leagues exteir, formed by a chain of 
rocks. Beyond this double cnclofurc, the Appennine 
mountains in tvery part ferve it as a fortiheation. The 
’ pedl of the Bocchetra, by whieh the enbr.y advanced, 
had been alw-ays deemed impregnable; yet the troops 
which guarded this poll made no refiltance, but went and 
Joined the fliattered army of the French and Sp*an:ards, 
which had filed off by Vbntimiglia. The coniternation 
ot the Genoele would not permit them even to attempt 
a defence. They had a confiderable artillery, and the 
enemy no cannon at all but they did not wait its ar- 
rival, and terror precipitated them into every extremity 
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they had rcafon to fear. The Senate clifpatched four 
Senators to the defiles of the inountains, where the Au- 
ftrians were' encamped, to receive from General Brown, 
and the Marquis de Botta, d’Adorno* a Milande, the 
Emprefs-Queen’s Lieutenant-General, the terms they 
would be pleafed to grant. They confented to furrender 
the poflerfionof the town in twenty-four hours •, to de- 
liver up their own foldiers, with the French and Spanilli, 
prifoners of war ; and to yield up all the eftedls belong- 
ing to the fubjeds of France, Spain, and Naples, d hey 
ftipulated alfo, that four Senators fhould be delivered 
as'hoftages at Milan ; that they fliould pay upon the 
fpot fifty thoufand Genovins, vdiich make about four 
hundred thoufand French livres, till the conqueror fliould 
impofe fuch taxes as he thought proper.] 

It was remembered that Louis XIV. had formerly 
exaded of the Doge of Genoa, that he, with four Se- 
nators, fliould repair' to Vei failles and make an apology 
to him. To the Emprefs-Queen they added two more 
but fhe placed her glory in refufing what Louis had 
exaded She was of opinion that th.ere was little ho- 
nour in humbling the weak, and only thouglit of raifing 
heavy contributions on them, which flie had more need 
of than the vain ambition of leeing the Doge ot the 
little Republic of Genoa, with fix Gencefe, at the feet of 
the Imperial throne. 

Genoa was taxed at twenty-four millions of livres ; 
enough to ruin it totally. This Republic little thoiighi, 
at the beginning ot the war tor the lucceflion ot the 
Houfc of'Auflna, that Ihe fliould be made the vidim of 
it : but when F.urope takes arms, there is no little State 
which ought not to tremble. 

The Auftiian power, reduced in Flanders, but vido- 
rious in the Alps, was only embarrafled about the choice 
of the conquelts fiie might make towards Italy. It ap^'* 
peared equally eaiy to enter Naples or Provence *, but ii 

• This circumn.*nce reflets sfortof rctro-aaive cliQ^raceupon the 
infoient vanity of L Gra d Monarque. When men arc vain, tlicy an 
vainer than women ; and when wojnen are great, they aic gicaUi 
Ihanmen. 
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wOliUl have been eafier to have kef)t Naples. The Au- 
Jinan Council believed, that after having taken Toulon 
^nd Marfeillcs, there \vou!d be nq difficulty in reducing 
theT'VO Sicilies, and that the paiiage to the Alpl 
might be cut off from the French. 

On the 28th of Odlober, 1746, Marffial Maille- 
bois v^as upon the Var, which feparates France from 
Piedmont, with not quite eleven thoufard men. The 
Marquis tie la Mina did not bring back nine thoufand. 
The Spanifli General feparated them from the French, 
and turned towards Savoy by the way of Daupliiny ; 
for the Spaniards were always mailers of this Duchy, 
which they were Willing to preferve by abandoidno- the 
reft. 

The conquerors paffid the Var with near forty thou- 
fand men. The remains of the hrcncli army retired into 
Provence, in want of every thing •, half the officers 
on foot-, without ammumriiai or implements fordeftroy- 
ing the bridges, and fljort ot provifions. 

The clergy, ch-ef inhabitants, and the whole body of 
the people, ran to meet the Aufinan detachments, to 
ofter them contributions, and preferve theinfelves and 
families from being plundered. 

Such were the effefts of the revolutions of Italy dur- 
ing theconqueft of the Low-Countries by the French, 
and while Piince luiward, of wliom we IhaTf Ipeak 
hereafter, had won and loft the Kingdom of Scotland. 


CHAP. XX. 

^he Aujtrians mid Piedmontefe enter into Provence ^ the 
Englipj into Britany, Revolutions in Genoa^ 

T he flames of w^ar which began towards the Da- 
nube, and almoft at the gates of Vienna, and had 
at firft the appearance only of a few mo4nhs duration, 
had reached after fix years the coafts of France. Almoft 
all Provence was become .a prey to the Aultrians. On 

one 
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one fide, their detaehnients defoiated Dauphiny •, on the 
other, they paflcd beyond the Durance Vence and 
Grace were abandone(Ji to pillage. The Englifli made 
dcfcents into Britany, and their fleet anchored before 
Toulon and Marfcilles, to affift their allies in taking 
thofe two cities, while other Iquadrons attacked the 
French poflTeflions in Afia and America. 

It was neceflfary to fave Provence, Marflial Bellcirie 
wasfent there ; but at firfl; without money and without 
an army. It was his duty to repair the evils of an iini- 
verfal war, which he alone had occafioned. De faw 
nothing but defolation *, a frightened militia ; fliattercd 
regiments without difcipl m-, wh9 tore the very hay and 
ftraw fiom each other; the fumpter- /miles dying 
for want of food, the enemy having ranfacked and ue- 
vonred every tlrng from the Var to ihe rivers tdi\ rgmt 
and Durance, ddie Infant Don Philip and the Duke of 
Modena were in the town of Aix, in Provence, where 
they waited the cllbrts of France and Spa n to releafc 
them from their ciuel fiiuation. 

Their refources were yet at a dillartcc ; their wants 
and dangcis pn {fing. The Matdlial found great dif- 
ficulty to boirow in his own name fifry thuul.*nd 
crowns, to fupply the moll urgent occafions ; and wai 
obliged to perlorm the ofikes ot Coimiiiflary and Pomp- 
troiler.^' Alterwauis, in j)ioportion as tfiC Government 
lent him fomc battalions and fquachons, he took i)ol- 
ftiTion of polls, by means of w inch he Ibq^pcd the pio- 
grd's of tire :\ufliians and Piecimontefe. Cn one fuc ire 
covered Lallcilanr, Draguignar, and Drignoks, which 
the enemy were upc/n.thc point of taking. 

In line, at the beginning of January, 1747, finding 
himfclf fixty battalions and twenty two fquadrons llrorg, 
and being leconded by the iViarquis cc la Mina, who 
furniflied inm with lour or live ihoufand Spaniards, ’he 
faw himfclf in a condition of driving the eruniy out ot 
Provence, by puifuing them from j oil to polt. lluy 

• A rncr r\b3ch runs tiire-u^h Provence. 
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w.TC ftlll .iiorc emharraffcd than »he, on account of th« 
failure of provifions. This clTential article renders the 
greateft part of inv'afions aborcive^ They had been fur- 
nilTiedat tirlt with provifions from Genoa •, but the fur- 
prifini^ revolution of that place at this time, which all 
hifirory cannot parallel, deprived them of a necefTary 
fupporc, and by that means obliged them to return to 
Italy. 


CHAP. XXL 

I 

Revolution of Genoa. 

/ 

A t this time there happened in Genoa a revolution 
as important as it was unfgrefeen. 

I'he Andrians ufed the rights of vidory with rigour; 
and the Genoefe having exhaulled their iclburccs, and 
paid all their (toek out of St. George’s Bank, which 
was fixicen millions, requefTd a releafe for the other 
eight : but on the 30th of Nov|:mbcT, 1746, it was fig- 
nihed to them on the part of the Lmprefs-C^een, that 
they mull not only dilcharge that fum, but alfo pay 
about the fame lum tor the ma ntenance of nine regiments 
quartered in the luburbs of St. Pierre des AT^nes, of 
B'fagno, and in the neighbourmg villages. 

0"n the publication ot theie orders, defpalr Icizcd all 
the inhabitants. Their commerce was iunk; their credit 
loft ; their bank exhaufted ; their magnirirent country- 
houfes, which embcliiftied the environs ot Genoa, pil- 
laged •, the inhabitants treated by the ioldiers as fiaves; 
in iliort, they had nothing more to lofe, except their 
lives •, and there was not a Genocle who at laft did not 
’appear fully determined toiacrifice even life itleli, rather 
than bear any longer a treatment lb ihameful and le- 
•vere. 

Genoa, thus enflavecl, ilill reckon^ftl^mong Her dil- 
graces the lofs of the Kingdom of Lorlicii, which had fa 
long revolted againft thc;ri •, and tbx malconie.nts of which 
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would without doubt' be for ever fnpported by the con- 
querors. Corfica, which complained of being opprtflcd 
by Genoa in the fame manner as Genoa was by the 
Auftrians, rejoiced, in this chaos of revolutions, ^at the 
misfortunes of their mailers. I'his additional weight of 
calamity was felt only by the Senate, which, in lofing 
Corfica, loft nothing but a phantom of authority; but the 
reft of the Genocfe were vidims to thofe real affliftions 
which fiavery brings along with it. 

Some of the Senators fomented fecretly and artfully 
thedefperate refolutions that the inhabitants feemed dif- 
pofed to take, in which they had occalion for the greatell 
circumfpcdion ; becaufe, in all .appearance, a ralh and 
ill-fupported revolt would bring deftrudion on the town 
and Senate. The emdlhries of the Senators contented 
themfelves with faying to the moftreputableofthe people, 
“• How long is it that you will wait for the Auftrians 
‘‘ to cut your throats in the arms of your wives and chil- 
‘‘ dren, and rob you of that fmall remainder of fub- 
“ fiftence which you have left? Their troops are difperfed 
without the walls ; and in the town only a few le- 
“ main, who keep thc»guard of your gates. You arc 
“ here upwards of thirty thoufand capable of a (;.oup- 
de-main ; — is it not better to die than to behold the 
‘‘ ruin of yourcountry ?” Many llich difcouiies animated 
the peo'ple ; but as yet they did not dare to ftir, nor had 
any one the courage to ered the ftandard of Liberty. 

The Auftrians took cannon and mortars from the ar- 
feni^jof Genoa for the expedition of Provence, and made 
the inhabitants draw them; who murmuied, but ftill 
obeyed. An Auftrian Captain * having rudely ftruck 
one of them who did not pull (Irong enough, this 
moment was a fignal for the people to aflemble ; all was 
in motions themfelves with every thigg 

they could find, ftoncs, fticks, Iwords, mufqucts, and all 
forts of inftruincnts. Thefc people, who, when the 
enemy was at a great diftance, had not the Iraft thought 
of defending tip ir city, now began to defend it when 
that. enemy was mafter of it. The Marquis de Botta, 
who was at St. Pierre dcs Arencs, thought this conimo- 

lion 
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tion would fubfide of itfelf, and that fear would foon 
take place of this tranfitory fury ^ fo that the next day 
he contented himfelf with reinforcing the guards at the 
gates, and fending a few detachme?nts into the ftreets. 
The people re-allcmbled in greater numbers than the 
day before, ran to the palace, and demanded of the Doge 
the arms that were depofited there, who made no anfwer ; 
but the domeftics fliewcd them another magazine, to 
which they fled, forced it open, and armed themfelves* 
J\n hundred offleers diftributed themfelves in the mar- 
ket-place ; the ftreets were barricaded ; and the order 
which the Auftrians endeavoured as much as poffible to 
reftore in this fudden and furious infurreftion, by no 
means abated the ardour bf the Genoefe. 

It appears, that on this and the following days tlve 
confternation which had f) long difpirited the minds of 
the Genoefe, had got poffeflion of the Germans. They 
did not attempt to quell the people with regular troops, 
but left them to encreafe their numbers, and make 
themfelves mafters of the gates of St. Thomas and 
St. Michael. 

The S.mate, not yet certain that the people would be 
able to fupport what they had fo well begun, fent a de- 
putation to the Auflrian General in St. Pierre des Arenes. 
The Ma quis de Botta was negociating when he ftiould 
have taken up arms, and told the Senators tha^ they 
Ihould arm the Genoefe troops which were left dilarmid 
in the town, join the Auftrians, and tall upon the rebels 
at a flgnal he fliouid give: but it could not be expeded 
that the Senate of Genoa fliouid join the oppreflbrs of 
their country to deftroy its defenders, and complete its 
ruin. 

The Germans, depending on the intelligences they had 
in the town, advanced * to the gate of Biiagno by the 
Jubwrb of that name •, but were received by a dlicharge 
of cannon and mufquetry. The inhabitants of Genoa^ 
now compofed an army, beat the drum in the name ot 
the whole people, and ordered all the citiz^s under pain 
of death to appear in arms, and range then^ves under the 

ftandards 
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ftandards of their fefpeilivc quarters. The Germ ms 
were attacked in the fuburbs ot Bifagno and of 
St. Pierre ‘des Areqes at once; the ahym-bell was 
heard at the fame time in all the villages of the»Vallies, 
and the peafants affemblcd to the number of twenty 
thoufand. A Prince named Doria, at the head of the 
people, attacked the Marquis de Botta in St. Pierre dts 
Arencs. The General and his nine regiments retired in 
diforder, leaving four thoufand prifoners, and near one 
thoufand killed, with all their magazines and equipages, 
and retreated to the pod f Bi)cchetta, purfued conti- 
nually by the fimplc peafants, and were forced at lail to 
abandon this port alfo, and fly quite to Gavi. 

Thus, by too much defpifing and overburdening the 
people, and being Ample enough to believe that lire Se- 
nate would join them even againll; the inhabitants who 
fupported the Senate itielf, the Aullrians loft Genoa 
All Europe law with furprize that a weak body of |)co- 
ple, totally unacquainted with arms, and whom neither 
their cnclofu.-e of rocks, nor the lupporc of tlie Rings of 
France, Spain, a.nd Naples, could lave from the Auftn.-.n 
bondage, broke it thcBifelves without any fuecours, and 
drove away their conquerors. „ 

In thefc tumults many robberies were conmiittecl, and 
the houfes of thofe .Scn.itors who were lufpeeded of fa- 
vpuilng the Auftrian intereft, were pill.igy-d ; but tiic 
moft aftoniflting circumftance in tiiis revolutioii was, 
that this lame people, who had four thoufand of their 
conquerors foldiers in prilbn, did not turn their forces 
againft their mafters. 'I'hcy had chiefs -, but they had 
been pointed , out , to them by the Senate : and among 
thefe there was no one confiderable enough to ufurp the 
authority long. The people chole thirty- fix citizens to 
govern them ; but added four Senators, (jiima!di,^Sca 
glia, Lomelini, and Fornari -, and thefe four nobles’.^.- 
cretly gave intelligence of all that pafled to the Senate, 
which to appearance no longer interfered in the goveriy 
ment ; though it aftually prefided, and caufed a public 
dilavowal to-be made at Vienna of the revolution it fo- 
mented at Genoa, and for w.hich they dreaded the molt 

iiornble 


2 



1 ?HE AGE OF LOUIS XV. 129 

» 

horrible vengeance. Its Miniller at that Court declared, 
that the Genocfe nobility had no hand in this alteration 
of affairs, which he filled a revtlc. The Council of 
Vienna, afting ftill as mafters, and imagining they Ihould 
foon be able to recover Genoa, notified to him that the 
Senate muft inftantly pay the remaining eight millions 
of the lum exaded from the Republic, and give thirty 
more for the damage fuffered by their troops, reftoring 
likewife all the prifoners, and executing juftice on the 
feditious. Thefe orders, which an enraged mailer might 
have given to his rebellious and impotent fubjefts, only 
lerved to confirm tlic Genocfe in the refolution to de- 
fend thcmfelves, and in the hopes of driving from theif 
territories thole whom fhey had chafed out of their capi- 
tal. Four thoufmd Auilrians ftill remaining as hoftages 
in the prifons of Genoa gave them farther encourage- 
ment. 

]n the mean time, the Auftrians, aided by the Pied- 
moiude, by quitting Provence, threMtencd to retake 
Genoa. One of the Auftiian Generals had already rein- 
forced his army with Ionic troops (;f Albany accuftomed 
to fight among rocks. Thefe arc tlie deUendants of the 
ancient Epitoces, who pafs for as gieat warriois as their 
anceftors. Me gained thefe I^qnrotes by means of his 
uncle, the famous hcbulenbu-.g, who, ..Uer hasttng re- 
filled Charles XII. King of Swed.cn, defended Corfu 
againft the Ottoman Empire. The Ajallrians then re- 
paired the Bocciietra. I liey approached very near Genoa, 
and the country to tlic right and left was abandonee! to 
the fury of the irregular troops, to lackage and devafta- 
tion. All (Mnoa was in a cuiMernatioif. Terror pro- 
dmeed a lecret correfpondenee with ihcir opp'ellbrs •, and 
to add to this misfoitune, there w.;S a g'xat divifion at 
-'’tfliS time between the Senate and the people. * I ne city 
had provifioiis, but no money; and eighteen thtnilind 
florins per diem were wanting to detray the expenses or 
the militia who were Ikirnulhing in ilu^ourtt \ , or who 
defended tiie city. The Republic hud not one expe- 
rienced officer, nor any regular clifciplined lorces. No 
luccours could arrive but iTy len,and then with the liique 
VoL.IlI. K 
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of being taken by an Englifh fleet, commanded by Ad- 
miral Medley, who was maftcr of its coafls. 

The King of France, however, fent the Senate a miU 
lion of livres by a fmall velTel, whoefeaped the I'mghlli 
fleet. The gallies of loulon and Marfeilles fet fail with 
about fix thoLifand foldiers. They put into Corfiea and 
Monaco, partly on account of a ftonn, but chiefly thro’ 
fear ot theF.ngliH'i fleet. This fleet took fix of them, with 
about a thouiand men ; but at lall the remainder reached 
Genoa, with about four thouiand five hundred French 
troops which revived the hopes of the inhabitants. 

Soon after, the Duke dc Eoufllers arrived, and took 
upon him the command of the forces which defended 
Genoa, whole numbers daily encreafed. This General 
Inid palled the Englifli Admiral umioticed in a fmall 
bark. 

The Duke de Boulflers -|- found himfelf at the head of 
about eight tiiouland regular troops in a blockaded city, 
and expeciing every moment to be befieged ; in which 
there was no regularity, no provifions, no powder, and 
the chiefs of the people were at variance with the Senate, 
'i'he Aiifli ians always l;ad fome fpics in it; and the 
Duke had as much trouble at firli; with thofc he came 
to. defend, as thole he came to engage. FJe ro-ellablilhed 
order every where ; and provifions were landed in lalet\', 
on payir.g proper confideration to fome of the Captains 
of theFnglifli fleet. Thus private intereft repairs public 
misfortunts ! d'he Auflrians had fame Friars in their 
integell;*, but the Genoefe made ufe of the lame arms 
with more luccefs. confelfois weie engiged to re- 

lule abiolution to tflole who wavered between their 
country and the 'Auflrians. An hermit put hiniklf at 
the head of the militia, whom he encouraged by his zeal 
in haranguing them, and by his example in fighting. 
1 le wsis kflled in one of the Ikirmiflies which happened 
ii.iily, and died exhorting the Genoefe to defend them- 
fives. 'Ffle Cjcnode ladies pledged their jewels to the 
Jews for money -tj defray t!ie exiiences of the neceliary 
fortifications. 

* The r.iitlimetic of this par,'?2;rapli is not very ccried. 
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But the greateft of all encouragements was, the valour 
of the French troops, whom the* Duke often fent out 
to atrac\ the enemy in their polls beyond the double 
works of Genoa. They fucceeded in almoft all thefe 
little fallies, whofe particular hiilory at that time drew 
attention, but was afterwards loft in the multiplicity of 
greater events. 

The Court of Vienna at laft ordered the blockade to 
be raifed. The Duke de Bouftlers did not enjoy this 
glory and happinefs ; for he died of the fmall- 
pox on the very day that the enemy retired. He ^7.^7/ ’ 
was the fon of Marflial Boufflers, that General 
held in fo much efteem under Louis XIV. a virtuous man, 
and a good citizen. The Duke poffefted all his father’s 
good quaiiiies. 

Genoawas no longer attacked-, butitwas ftillthreaten- 
ed by the Piedmontefe, who were mafters of all its en- 
virons by the Englilh fleet, which flopped up her ports-, 
and by the Auftrians, who were leturmng from the Alps 
to fall upon her. It vs as neceffary that Marflial Belleine 
fliould come down into Italy, which would be attended 
with the greateft diflicultics. Genoa feemed at tf.e Ffl; 
extremity •, the Kingdom of Naples expoftd all hopes 
loft of cftabliftiing Don Fnilip in Italy and thi^Duke 
of Modena in this cafe appeared without refource. But 
Louis XV. did notdefpond. 

He fent the Duke of Richelieu to Genoa with frefli 
troops and money. The Duke elcaped the 
glifn fleet in a fmall veffel : his trooos met with 1747.^ 
the fame fuccefs. The Court of Madrid iVcond- 
ed thele eldbrts ; fent about three thoufand men to Genc?^ 
and promifed the Genoefe two hundred and fifty thou- 
livres per month : but the King of France paid 

them. 

I'he Duke of Richelieu in feveral engagements rc- 
pulfed the enemy, fortified all the poils, ^nd Iccurcd the 
coafts. The Court of England exha’ulled itielf to crufli 
(jcnoa, as that of France did t^) detend i:. idie hngliih 
Miniflry gave one hundred a:id fikv’ thouland pouiuls 
K 2 
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ftcrling to the Eniprefs-Queen, and the fame fum to the 
King of Sardinia, to, undertake the fiege of Genoa. 
The Englifli loft the money they advanced. Marfhal 
Belleifle, after having taken the Province of Nice, kept 
the Auftrians and the Piedmontefe in continual alarm, 
left, if tliey attempted the fiege of Genoa, he flioukl 
fiill upon them in the rear. Thus did they mutually 
impede each other’s progrefs. 


C H A P. * XXII. 

^'he Battle of Exillcs fatal to the French. 

T O penetrate into Italy in fpite of the Auftrian and 
Piedmontefe armies, what way was to be t-iken r 
The Spanifli General La Mina wanted to file olF to- 
wards Pinal, by a road on the fide of the Ponent, where 
the troops could only pafs one by one-, but he iiai 
neither cannon nor provifions. To tranlport the trench 
artillery ; to preferve a communication of forty days 
march by a route equally dole and fteep, where evety 
thing puift be carried on the backs of mules to be ex- 
poled continually to the cannon of the Englifh fleet all 
thefe diflic ulties appeared infurmountable. I he road ut 
DemontandofConi was propofed but tobefiegeConi was 
arf enterprize well known to be dangerous. It was dc- 
tegmined to take the route by the neck of thetxillcs 
about twenty-kve leagues from Nice, and it was relolvcd 
to carry that place. 

This enterprize was not lefs difiicult l)ut there was 
no choke to be made in lb many perils. MarJpd 
Belleifle eagerly feized this occafion to fignalize himlelt. 
He polllfled as much bravery to execute a project, as 
dexterity to conduft it j an indefatigable man both in 
the cabinet ihu in the field. He let out and too 
his route back by Dauphiny and penetrating after- 
wards towards the neck of tlie Aflietto, on the road to 
Exilles, he found there twenty-one battalions of Pi^'d- 

uriifA wiirinnr fr>r 1dm behind ramparcs 01 
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{lone and wood eighteen feet higli, and thirteen feet in 
thicknefs, lined with artillery. To carry theie retrench- 
ments, Bellciflc had only twenty-eight battalions and 
feven field-pieces, which could hardly be placed to ad- 
vantage. They were yet emboldened to this enterpilze 
by the remembrance of the battles of Montalban and 
of Chateau-Dauphin, which feemed to jnftify their au- 
dacity. There are no attacks equal in all refpeds •, and 
it is more difficult and more fatal to attack pallifadoes, 
which mud be plucked up by the hand under a de- 
feending continual fire, than to climb up and fight upon 
rocks. Befides, the Piedmontefe were well dilciplined. 
Troops that had been commanded by the King of Sar- 
dinia were not to be^delpifed. The action lafied two 
hours ’*^ *, that is to fay, the Sardinians killed all the French 
they thought proper within that fpace of time. Ficld- 
Marflial AinauJ, who led on a detachment, was one of 
the fird who was mortally wounded, and libewile Monf. 
de Grille, Major-General of the army. 

Among all the bloody engagemenis whicli fignalized 
this war on all Tides, this was one of thofe that was the 
mod to be deplored, on account of the premature lofs 
ofieveral prcmifing young men oi'difiinflion, idlyfacri- 
ficed! Toe Count de Goas, Colonel of the icgimcntof 
Boui bon, perilhed in it. The Marquis dc Donge, Colonel 
of the regiment Soifibn% received a wound ofi^diich he 
died fix days after the battle. The Marquis dc Bricnne, 
Colonel of the regiment Artois, alter he had iofi an 
arm, marched up to the pulliladoes, crying our, 1 here 
yec remains another for the King’s lervice !” ancTwas 
fliot dead. They reckoned three thouland fix hundred^ 
and ninety-five (lain, and one thouland* lix hundred and 
fix wounded *, a fatality contrary to the general event 
of battles, wherein the wounded gene- ally exceed the 
-•♦rftmber of the dead. A great number ot Cfiicers pe- 
riflied : all the officers of tlic regiment of Bourbon were 
killed or wounded, while the Picdmontele did not 
lofe one hundred. ^ 

Belleifie, in defpair, tore up the palliiadocs •, and be- 
ing wounded in both his hands, he iliil tugged at the 
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flakes with his teeth, when he received a mortal blow* 
He had often iaid, thtit a General ought not to furvivc 
his defeatj and he proved too clearly that this lentirnent 
was engraven on his heart. 

The wounded were carried to Brian9on, wh?^re the 
fatal difafter of this day was quite unexpeded. Monf. 
d’Audifrer, the King’s Lieutenant, fold his filver plate 
to relieve the fick. His lady, though ready to lye-in, 
undertook the care of the hofpitals, drefled the wounded 
with her own hands, and died in the difeharge of this 
pious office ; — a melancholy but noble example, wor- 
thy to be confecrated in hiftory f ! 


CHAP. XXIII. 

^he King of France M alter of Flanders and vidforicusy in 
vain makes Offers of Peace, Fhe taking of Dutch Bra- 
bant, Fhe Situation of Jffairs creates a Stadtholder. 

I N this buitle of events, fometimes unfortunate and 
fometimes favourable, the King, vidorious in Glan- 
ders, was the only Sovereign who dt fired peace. Hav- 
ing always a right J to attack the territories ot the 
Dutch, ^nd conilandy threatening it, he thought to 
bring them over to his defign of a general paciheation, 
by propofing to them a Longrefs to be held in one of 
their own towns. Breda was hxed upon, and the Mar- 
quis'de Puifieux, the King’s Miniller-Plenipotentiary, 
was the firft there. The Dutch lent M. Waflenaar, 
without having uny lietermined view. The Court ot 
England, which did not incline to peace, could not 

* A macl,-foo!ifli and unheroic aftion, unworthy to have been 1^' 
corded. But war, it feeius, ha^ its ^voluntary martyrs, as well as reli- 
gion; who provoke death thus idly, when it can be of no ul'c to 
man I’fe, 'nor any ornanieiii to human nature. This was the adiua 
ol an imprifoned rat. H ranjlator, 
f ^ j acred hifiory ! Idem. 

I What ri^bt^ e.xcept the ^nng of conqueft } TranJIator, 
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publicly refufe it. The Earl of »Sandwich, agrandfon, 
by the mother’s fide, of the famous Wilmot Earl of 
Rochefter, was the Englifli Plenipotentiary. But while 
the allies of the Emprefs-Qtice^i had Minifters at this 
ulelcfs Congrefs, that Princels did not think proper to 
fend any. 

It was the intereft of the Dutch more than of any 
other Power, to promote the happy effeft of thefe pacific 
appearances. A people wholly commercial, not war- 
like, who had neither good generals nor good Ibldiers, 
and whofe bed troops were prifoners in France to the 
number of thirty^five thoufand men, it might be ima^ 
gined could have no other objed m view than that of 
averting fuch another ftorm from their territories as they 
had feen fall upon Flanders. Holland was no longer 
even a maritime power •, irs Admiralties could not then 
put to fea twenty men of war. The States all perceived, 
that if the war broke into their Provinces, they muft 
eled a Stadtholder, and confequently a mafter. The 
Magiltrates of Utrecht, of D(mt, and of the Brill, had 
always contended for a neutrality; and fome odier mem- 
bers of the Republic were avov^pdly ot the lame opinion. 
In a.word, it is certain, that if the States- General had 
taken a firm refolunon to reftore peace to Europe, they 
might have effefted it; they might have added this ho- 
nour to that of having formerly made a fiouri#iing tree 
Itarc of fuch an inconfiderable country; and they had 
the power to acquire it a long time in their hands: but 
the Engllrti party and the general prejudice prevailed, 
Ido not believe that there are a people on earth who con- 
quer ancient prejudices with lb piuch difficulty as th^ 
Dutch nation. The irruption ot Louis XIV. and the 
year 1672 were ftill at heart; and I may venture to fay, 
that 1 have difeovered, on more occafions tha^n one, that 
"tlieir minds, ftriick with the ambitious haughtinefs ot 
Louis XIV. could nut comprehend the moderation of 
Louis XV, They never thought him fincere *, they re- 
garded all his pacific mcafures, andirl! Jiis compliances, 
cither as proofs of vveaknefs or as Inares. 
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The King, unable pcrfuade them, was obliged to 
conquer a part of their country. While this ufelcfsCoa- 
greis was held, he fent his forces into Dutch Flanders; 
a Province difmember6d from the domains of thfC very 
Houfe of Auftria whofe defence they had engaged in. 
It commences a league below Ghent, and extends to the 
right and to the left; on one fide, to Middleburgh in 
Zealand ; and on the other, to the Scheld below Ant- 
werp : it is lined with a number of fmall forts difficult of 
accefs, and capable of making rcfiftance. The King, before 
he took this Province, carried his moderation fo far as 
to notify to the States-Gencral, that he fliould look on 
thefe fortreffes only as pledges, which he ffiould engage 
to reftore as foon as the Dutch Ihould ceafe to foment 
the war by granting free paflage and aids of men and 
money to his enemies. 

No account was made of this indulgence *, an irrup- 
tion alone was perceived ; and the march of the French 
troops made a Stadtholder. What the Abbe de la Ville, 
when he was Envoy in Holland, had foretold to fome of 
the High and Mighty Lords who refilled all terms ot 
reconciliation, and wanted to change the torm ot go- 
vernment, now adually happened: “It will no[ be 
“ yourfelves, but we who lliall give you a mailer.” 

The people in general, on the news of an invafion, 
demanded* the Prince of Orange tor their Stadtholder. 
The town of 'J'ervere, of which he is Lord, began by 
nominating him All the towns in Zealand followed 
the example; Rotterdam and Delft proclaimed hrmf; 
and it was ufelcls for the Regents to oppofe the multi- 
^de: the public voife was unanimous. The inhabi- 
tants of the Hague furrounded the palace where the De- 
puties of the Province of Holland and Weft-Fi iieland 
alTembled, the molt powerlul ot the vSeven, whicli aloiic^ 
pays onc-hatf of the expences of the Republic, and v/hofe 
Penfionary is looked upon as the mod conliderable per- 

* April K. ^ . . r 

t Pfrhaj s M. Voltaire might have deemed it hclow the dignity ot 
hi.rory, to mention that it wab a common black-finiih ot Middleburgh 
who fird proclaimed the ^tadthoklcr at '-rcrvcrc. *lrunjlatQr, 
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(on in the State. It was neccffary, ,in an inftant, to hoift: 
the enfign of the Hoiife ot Orange on the palace and 
on the Town-houfe, to appeale the people ; and two 
days after the Prince was elefte'iStadthulder The 
commifiion recites, That, in cor.fideration of the 
‘‘ alarming fituation of affairs, they appoint William^" 
Charles-Henry Frizo, Prince of Orange, of the Branch 
of Naffau-Dieftf , to be Stadtholder, Captain-General, 
“ and High Admiral.” 

He was foon acknowledged throughout the Seven Pro- 
vinces, and received in that quality at the Affembly of 
the Siates-General. The terms in which the Province 
of Holland had couched his election, (hewed too plainly 
that the Magiftrates had 'appointed him againft their will. 
It is fufficiently known that every Prince aims at being 
abfolute, and that every Republic is ungrateful. The 
LInited Provinces, which owed to the Houre of Naflau 
the greatedt power that any petty State ever attained, 
could ieldom fix upon the iuit medium between what 
they were indebted to the blood of their deliverejs, and 
what they owed to their own liberty. 

Louis XIV. in 1672, and Loui^ XV. in 1747, created 
two Sj:idtholders tiirough terror j and the people of 
Holland have twice re- eltabli filed this Stadtholderfliip, 
which the iVlagillracy wanted to deftroy. 

The States had kept the Prince of Orange-«s igno- 
rant of public affairs as they polllbly could j and even 
when the Province of Gueldrcs had chofen him tor Stadc- 
holder in 1722-, although this diftinftion was, at tjiat 
time, only a title of honour • though he could not dil- 
pofe of any employment, nor change any garrifon, nor 
iffue any orders *, yet the States ot Holland wrote in 
ftrong terms to thole ot Gucldres, to diliuade them 
from a refolution which they Ihlcd tatal. 

''**^ne moment now deprived them ot the power tney 
had enjoyed for fifty years. 

The new Stadtholder began, at fetting our, with 
fwffering the populace to pillage and pull down tiici- 

May I. t hut pronounced Z)//. 
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houfes of the colleftors of the excife, all relations and 
dependants of the Burgomafters ; and when the MagiU 
trates were- thus attacked by the people, themiliuiy 
were obliged to reftrain their fury. 

The Prince, quite tranquil amidit tliefe commotions, 
procured himfelf the fame authority which had been 
given to King Williaiti, and thus fecured his power the 
firmer in his family. Not only the Stadtholderfhip be- 
came hereditary to his male iffue, but even to his daugh^ 
ters and their polteriiy ; for fome time afterwards a law 
was paffed, that, in default of male ilfue, a woman 
might be Stadtholdcr and Cnptain-General, provided 
file committed the cxcrcife of the fundions of her office 
to her huffiand; and in cafe of a minority, the widow of the 
Stadtholdcr was to have the title of Gouvernante, and to 
nominate a Prince to perform tlie funclions of the Stadt- 
hoiderffiip. 

By this revolution the United l^rovinccs became a 
kind ot mixed monarchy. Ids limited in many refpeds 
than thofe of England, Sweden, and lV)huul. Thus 
nothing turned out in all this war which had been imi- 
gined at firft j and every thing contrary to the cxntda- 
tions of all the Powcis cngagctl in it, adually ciime 10 
pals. The enterprizes, the luccciics, and the misfor- 
tunes of Prince Charles-Edward in England, were per- 
haps the’’ moll fingular of any of tiioie events that ako- 
niffied all Europe*. 


C PI A P. XXIV. 


The Enterprize^ Vitfories^ llcfcat, and dcplorahU Misf.r- 
liunes of Prince Charles- hdtvard 

P RINCE Charles-Edwanl was the fon of him who 
was ftiled .the Pretender, or the Chevalier dc 
St. George, ft is well known that his grandlathcr luid 

• I do not fee any thing aftonifh’ng in the ill (ucccCs of finl' •» 
improbable, and r,on-j.'t/>j>irtea tMilcrpi ./.c. / • 

be eg 
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been dethroned by the Fnglifli. great-grandfather 
was condemned to the block by his own fubjeds ; and 
his great-great- grandmother underwent die famelentence 
from tlie Parliament of England This laft Icion of 
fo many Kings and vidims wafted his youth in retire- 
ment at Rome with his father. He had more than once 
exprelTed a defire to expofe his life to regain the throne 
of his anceftors. He had been called into France fince 
the year 1742, and had made fome fruitlefs attempts to 
land in England. He now waited at Paris for fome 
favourable opportunity, while France was exhauftiner 
herfelf of men and money in Germany, in France, and 
in Italy. All thoughts of him had been buried during 
the viciflitudes of this uhiverfal war. He was a facrifice 
to the public calamities of the times. 

The Prince difcourfing oneday with Cardinal Tencin, 
who ow^ed his promotion in the Sacred College to the in- 
tereft of the Chevalier de St. George on a private 
agreement between them, the Cardinal laid to him, 
“ Why do not you attempt to pafs over to the North 
‘‘ of Scotland in fome veffel ? Your prefence alone will 
“ form you a party and an army^ and then France muft: 
‘‘ adift you.” 

Thft bold advice correfponding with the bravery of 
Charles- Ed ward, he determined to follow it. He im- 
parted his defign only to feven officers, part ififfi and 
part Scotch, who agreed to lhare his fate. One of them 
applied to one Mr. Wallli, a merchant atNantz, and the 
Ion of an Irifhman in the intereft of the Houfeof Stuart. 
This rherchant had a frigate which mounted eighteen 
guns, on board of which the Prince embarked the 12th 
of June, 1745, equipped for an expedition whole objeft 
was no lefs than the Crown of Great-Britain, with only 
feven officers, about eighteen hundred fabres^ twelve 
lia/mlred muftjuets, and forty-eight thouland livres. The 
irigate was convoyed by a man of war ot 64 guns, named 
the Elizabeth, which had been fitted out at Dunkirk to 


♦ Mary, Queen of Scots; 
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cruize as a privateer. ^ It was the cufloni at this tiny; fr,r 
the Miniilcr of the Marine to lend t!ic Kind’s fliijis r.^ 
merchants and other adventurers, who paid a ccri.);;i 
fum for them to the King, and maintained the ^rew ai 
their expence during the cruize. Neither tlie Miniilcr 
of the Marine nor yet the K:ng of France knew any 
thing of the deilination of this fliip. 

On the 20 th of the fame month the Elizabeth and the 
frigate, falling in company together, met with three En- 
glilh men of war convoying a fleet of merchantmen. 
The largeil of thefe fliips, mounting feventy guns, fepa- 
rated from the reft to engage the Elizabeth •, and it was 
a moft fortunate circumftance, which Eemed to prel’age 
fuccefs to Prince Edward, that nis frigate was not at- 
tacked. The Elizabeth and the Englifti fliip maintained 
a long, violent, and incffeifiual engagement. The tri- 
gate which carried the grandlon of James II. efcaped, 
and crowded all her fails for ^Totland 

The firft place the Prince touched at was a finall 
Ifland, almoft a defart, beyond Ireland, towards tLe 
lifty-cighth degree : it is a kind cf giidie to the conn- 
nent of Scotland. He lar.ded in a little d.ftricl callcii 
the Moidarr. Some of the inhabitants to whom he mw.ic 
himfelf known fell on their knees. ‘‘ But what lluill w-j 
do faid they to him. Wc have no arms — we aie 
“ in ejit-eme indigence — wc live oidy up n oatm.c,.! 

bread, and wc cultivate a barren foil ” “ 1 will nil 

“ that ground with you,” replied the Prince-, I will 
eat the fame bread — 1 will Ihaie your poverty, and I 
•• bring you arms.” 

Theeffcft of fuch fentiments on thefe people may be 
cafily conceived. He was jouird by foire tniefs ot the 
tribes of Scotland. Thtdeof the name of Macdonald 
of Lochcil, the Canacrons, anti the Eraleis, came :n 
fearch ot him. * 

I'liefe tribjs of Scotland, who are called Clans in t!>e 
Scotch language, inhabit a country ofmoietlian two 

• I'l'’ pri.ic'r'.il in drj entcryrizc aCuicJ j)if 

bundled 
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hundred miles in extent, covered with mountains and 
forefts.^ The thirty^three Kies ot; the Orcadcs, and the 
thirty of Zetland, are all inhabited by thefe Clans, fubjed: 
to one form of government. The ancient Roman mi- 
litary drefs is preferved by them alone, as has been already 
remarked in fpeaking of the regiment of Scotch High- 
landers who fought at the battle of Fontenoy. It may 
well be imagined that the rigour of the climate and their 
extreme poverty inure them to the greatell fatigues. They 
deep on the hare ground*, they ensure hung- r ; they 
make long marches in the midll of freft andVnow. 
Each Clan was in fubjediion to its Laird ; that is to fay* 
its Lord ; who exercifed an abfolute power over it -/a 
power which no linglilk Lord pofTcires ; and they were 
commonly of the party embraced by their Lairds. 

I'his ancient anarchy, which is crJled the feudal 
law, lublitled in tnis poor fleriie part oi Lrcac-Bncain, 
which was abandoned to its own cuftoms. d'he inha- 
bitanrs, wirliout any employment which could procure 
them a comfortable fubiiitence, were always ready to 
run headlong into any enterp'/ize that flattered them 
with ‘the hopes of booty. '1 Ids was not the cafe in 
Ireland *, a more ferule country, and better governed by 
the Court of London, and in which they have given 
great encouragctuenc to hulb.indry and manufactures. 
'I'he Iiilh began to be more iiimly attached to the quiet 
enjoyment of thcii*property than to the Moufe of Stuart. 
Thefe were the rcafons that Iitdand wMo quia, and -Scot- 
land in commotion. 

Elver finee the l-nion of the Kingd.om of Scotlarvii^ 
with that of England, in the m-ign of Queen Anne, fe- 
veral Scotch gentlemen who were not chokn Members 
^Oi'the Parliament at London, nor retained in*the fervice 
of the Court by pcnfions, were fccretly devoted to the 
Eloule of Stuart j and in general the inhabitants of the 
Northern parts of Scotland, rather fubclued than united, 
murmured at this Union, and rcgarJl'd it as a kind of 
flavery, 

'I'he Clans of the Lairds in the inrcrell of the Court, 

Were the Dukes of Argyle, Atiiok (^.eniburv, and 

levcia] 
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fcveral others, remained faithful to the Government : a 
great number of jrrivate perfons, hoWever, mull be ex- 
cepted, who were SrM wirh the cnthufiafni of their 
countrymen, and were foon engaged to take the part of 
a Prince who derived his origin from their country, and 
who excited their zeal and admiration. 

The feven peifons whom the Prince had taken with 
him were, the Marquis of Tullibardinc, (brother to the 
Duke of Athol) Macdonald, Sheridan, Sullivan, (ap- 
pointed Quarter-mailer to an army they had not yet 
railed) Kelly an Irilliman, and Strickland an Englilh- 
man. , 

They had not yet alTembled three hundred men about 
his perfon, when they made a royal ftandard of a piece 
of taffety which Sullivan had brought over. Every 
inftant this troop encreafed ; and the Prince had not 
palled the village of Eenning before he faw himfelf at 
the head offifteem hundred fighting men, whom he armed 
with the mufquets and fabres he had brouglitover. lie 
fent the frigate back to Erance to inform the Kings of 
France and Spain of his landing. Thefc two Monarchs 
wrote to him, and lliled him “ Brother not that ithey 
folemnly acknowledged him as heir to the Crown ol 
Great-Britain, but when writing to him they could not 
refufe tliAVompliment, due to his birth and to his va- 
lour. They lent him fupplies at different times of mo- 
ney, ammunition, and arms. Thele fiTccourswere oblig- 
ed to.oafs by ftc.dth through the Englidi fleets, which 
cruized to the call and to the well ot Scotland. Some 
were taken j others arrived lafe, and lerved to encourage 
the party, which* grew llronger every day. No fcakm 
could appear m(;re favourable for a revolution : the 
King was aulent from Englanu *, and there weie 
fix thotifand regular troops in the whole Kingdom. 
Some compumies' of tiie regiment of Sinclair maichcd 
immediately fiom the environs of Edinburgh againit tiie 
Prince’s linali troop: thele were entirely defeated. Tiuity 


On his uHual fumaici'-vifu to his Elcdoral domialons. 
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highlanders took eighty of the Ehglifh prifoners, with 
theTr officers and baggage. 

This firft fuccefs encreafed the hppes and the courage 
of the f>arty, and gained it new foloiers trom all quar- 
ters. TliL'y continued their march without intermiOlon, 
j[^rince Edward, always on foot at the head of his 
mountaineers, clothed like them, eating as they did, tra- 
verfed the Counties of Badenoch, Athol, and Perthffiire, 
and feized on Perth, a confiderable town in Scotland. 
Here he was fn’emnly p^odaimed Regent of England, 
i^'rance, Scotland, and I'-eh;nd, for his lather James HP. 
'Phis tick of Regent of Prance, whicdi a Prince arrogat-, 
cd to himfelF vvho was karcely maker of a little Scocdi 
town, and who could not fupport himfelf but bv the 
anikancc of the King dI France, was in confcquence 
of an aftoniiiiing cuilom wh’ch has prtvafevf that the 
Kino-s of England take the title of K.ngs of France ; a 
cukom which ougin: ro he aned-fn-d : yet it lliT- lubkils, ^ 
becaufe men never think of ref jrniing abu cs till they 
beconae important and dangerous-!-. 

Tne Duke or ik*rt!i and t.orfi (.^corge Xlurray arrived 
at this time at Perth, and iwore adegi.rrce ta tre Prince. 
They brought with them new troops : a wnoie company 
of a Scotch regiment in the lervire of the Ccurr, de- 
ferred to range themlelves under his banner:., k^etalres 
Dundee, Drummond, Newburg. A c runeil ol war is 
held: opinions are divid.-d with rclpe-c to tl.e loiire. 
The Prince was for inarching direetl) to L.uinbi;rg:i, tne 

* September i:;, 1749- . * n ? 

}- d'hii, relk-aiou i? \ery inapplicable to tl;e fnbjca, as it will be 
eilhciilt for Mr. de \'oltairc to pinvc, that the title oi kaigs oi: I rgice 
ikiiUi our Khigs llill retain, is not tounded on a wdia claim, waich 
iblpoirclTion by force of aims does not by any means aboiilli , nor 
1^ it likely that the continuing to annex this to the other titles ot the 
boVtlreignsof Grcat-Hntain. will ever prove either important or dan. 
gerous to themlelves or tlieir I'ubjerts. But it is to be ('oicived ohlc 
for all, that M. Voltaiie, throughout the uholc oi hi^ Memon. or the 
>oung Pretender, wntes with the parlialitv of .1 I reiiclonan, an 1 Intnvs 
an .ittachineiu to this branch tf the Houle of Squirt, which betracs 
his ignorance of the Ibitiih conititulien, when he anaigiis tlie i^uity 
andjiiiluck (d' tlie in. lull Nation for their fuiicungs and final cx- 

«luiion h'cm the thune. '/'X'y.Vfir . 
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capital of Scotland : but how could he form .1113^ hopf5 
of taking Edinburgh with I'o finall an army and no can- 
non ? He had partizarts in the city ; but all the citizens 
were not for him, ‘‘ It will be fufficient (fays the Prince) 
to fhew myfclf, to make them all declare for me 
and without lofs of time he marches to the capital. On 
his arrival he feizes the gate. The whole city is in alai in : 
fonie were for acknowledging the heir of their ancient 
Kings ; others adhered to the Government. 

A general pillage is apprehended. Themoft opulent 
citizens tranf|:ort their efteds into the Caftle. Governor 
Guefl retires there with his garrifon, confiding of four 
hundred men. 'i'he Magillrates come to the gate of 
which Charles-Edvvard was mailer. The Provoft, nam- 
ed Stuart, who was fufpefled to hold inteliigei ce with 
him, appeared before him, and with a countenance of 
diimay afked him what he was to do. “ Fall on your 
knees {replied an inhabitant) and acknowledge him.” 
He was immediately proclaimed in the capital. 

In the mean time a price was let upon his head at 
London. I'he Lords gf the Regency, during the ab- 
jence of the Ki.ng, cauled it to be proclaimed, that they 
would give thirty thoufand pounds ilcrling to whoever 
fliould deliver it. This profcription was conformable 
to the Aci of Parliament made in the 17th year of the 
King’s reign, and to other Ads of the fame Parliament, 
Quctn Anne had been forced to proferibe her own bro- 
th.cr, to whom in her latter days ilic would have left lu r 
crown, if Ihe could Ijavc foliowcd her own fentiineiuo 
^She had olfered foiii; thoufand pounds for his head, and 
the Parliament fixed it at eighty thoufand. 

If fuch a prolcription is a maxim of (late, it is a very 
difficult ojic to reconcile with tliofc principles of mode' 
ration which all Courts take a pride in profcfnng. Pni’tte 
Charles-Edward might have made a limilar proclama- 
tion ; but he endeavoured to (Irengthen his caufe, and io 
render himlelfmoKC rclpcdable,by oppofing fomc months 
after to thofc fanguinary prol'criptions, manilelloes, 
in which he forbade his aciherents to attempt the perlon 
of the reigning King, or ot any iVince of the Floule oi 
Hanover. Bcficlcs, lie only thought how he might make 
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the niofl advantage 9 f the fir ft ardour of his party, whicli 
he could riot fuftcr to cool. 

Scarcely was he mafter of Ed'nburgh when he leatni 
that he might come to an engagement, and he prepared 
for it as faft as poftlble. He knew that General Cope 
was advancing againft him, at the head of Tome regular, 
troops; that the militia was raifing in all parts *, that 
reolments were forming in England that others were' 
fent for home from Flander%; in fine, that he had not 
a moment to lofe. He quits Exfirvburgh, not leaving a 
finale foldier in it, and marches with about three thoufand 
Hi<^hlanders towards the Englifti, who were to the num- 
ber of four thoufand, 'and had two regiments of dra- 
rroons. The Prince’s cavalry confifted only of fome 
iumpter-Horfes. He neither gave himfelf the time nor 
the trouble to fend for his field-pieces. He knew that 
the enemy had fix but nothing ftopped him. 

He came up with the enemy at Prefton-pans, about 
feven miles from Edinburgh. He was fcarccly arrived 
when he ranged his little army in order of battle. The 
Duke of Perth and Lord George Murray commanded, 
one on the right, and the othef on the left wing of his 
army*; that is to fay, eaeh had about feven or eight hun- 
dred men. Charles-Edward had fo ftrong an idea of 
conqueft,that before he charged the enemy, hej;emarked 
a defile by which they might letreat, and lent five hun- 
dred Highlanders to take pofll-mon of it. Thus he en- 
^’■a^^ed with only two thduland liVe hundied men, having 
hot fo much as a fecor.d line of battle, nor a coq^-de- 
referve. He drew his fword, and fl nging the Icabbard 
at fome diftance from him, My doinpimions (laid he^ 
“ 1 will notfiaeath it again till you are fiee anu happy. 
He had got polfefi'ion of the fi(dd of battle almoll as 
fg4)n as the enemy ; and he did not give thtm time to 
make a difeharge of their artillery, llis whole torce 
marched up rapidly to the Engblb, without kcjping t eir 
ranks, making ulc of bagpipes inlkavi o. trumpets. 
They fired at about twenty paces from the enemy, t en 
threw down their muriiucts,an i holding their targets wi 

voL.iii. • n 
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one hand over their heads, they rudied in between the 
infantry and the cavalry, ftabbing the horfes, and attack- 
ing the iuldicrs with their fabres. 

Every thing that is hew and unexpefted terrified. This 
unufual way oi fighting frightened rhe Englifli. Strength 
of body, which is not at prefent of any ufc in other 
battles, was of great fervice in this*. The Englifli gave 
way on ail fides, without rnaking any refiftancc. Eight 
hundred were (lain ; the rm fled to the place the Prince 
had noticed, and there fourteen hundred were taken 
prifoners. Every thing fell into the hands of the con* 
queror. He formed a body of cavalry with the liorl'es 
of the enemy’s dragoons. General Cope was obliged to 
fly himfelf. The Nation murmured at him. He was 
tried by a courMiiartial for not concerting his meafures 
properly, but he was acquitted *, and it inconteftibly ap- 
peared that the fare of tne battle was owing to the pie- 
fcnce of a Prince who infpired his party with unbounded 
confidence ; but principally to the new manner of light- 
ing, which afloniflied the Englilh. This is an.advantagc 
which alnioll always fucceeds the firfl: time, and which 
the commanders of armjes perhaps do not fufliciently at- 
tend to. 

Charles-Edward did not lofe fixty men in this engage- 
ment. The only clifHcuky attending his viikory was, 
how to dapofe of his prifoners, who were nearly equal in 
number to their conquerors. Having no places of fe- 
curity, he releafed them on their parole, after fv\ earing 
them not to take up arms againft him in the fpace of 
twelve months. Pie only kept the wounded to tal:e 
.rare of them 9 and this magnanimity gained him nc^ 
adherents. 

A few days after this vidory a PTench and a Spanifli 
(hip arriv.cd upon the coafts, and brought him mofiC/ 
and frefli hopes. There were fome Irilk ollicers in theic 
vtflels, who had ferved in France and in Spain, and were 
qualified to difeipline his troops. I'he French vclfcl 
broughthiin a private envoy f from the King of France, 

• O^fober 2, 1745. 

f The brother of the Marquis d’Argcni, wcll^own in the Iltei siT 
florid. He hus lincc been i*icndciu uf the Farliamentof Aix. Fcltuife. 

who 
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V^lio landed attheport of Montrofecin theiithof Oftober 
with money and amis. The Prince returned to Edin- 
burgh, and faw his army Ibon afr^er augmented to neat 
fix thoufand men. Order began to be eftabiiftied as 
well among his troops as in his domeftic affairs. He 
had a Court, Officers, and Secretaries of State, and was 
lupplied with money from thirty miles round the coun- 
try. No enemy appeared, gut he wanted the caftle 
of Edinburgh, the only place ^ real ftrength, and which 
might ferve him for a magazine, as well as for a retreat irt 
cafe of neceffity, bcfides keeping the capital in awe. Th^ 
caftle of Edinburgh is built upon a fteep rock : it has a 
large fofle cut in the rock, and the walls are twelve feeC 
thick. The place, although irregular in itfelf, requires 
a regular fiege •, and above all, heavy cannon. The 
Prince had not 'any. He therefore found hinifelf under 
a neceffity to permit the city to make an agreement with 
GeneralGucft, by which theformerengaged tofupply the 
latter with provifions, on condition that the caftle fiiould 
not fire on the city. 

This difficulty, however, did not feem to derange his 
affairs. The Court of Londorf began to be greatly 
afraid bf him, fince it endeavoured to render him odious 
in the eves of the people. It reproa(i|ied him witli being 
born a Roman Catholic, and of coming to overturn the 
religion and laws of the country. On his partThc con- 
tinually protefted that the Church of England and Pref- 
bvterians Ibould have no more to fear from him, al- 
though born a Roman Catholic, than trom King Gec>rge, 
v/bo was born a Luthe.*'an. Not lo much as a (ingle Prielt 
appeared at his Court. Pie did not lo much as requM**- 
that they fhould name him in the public prayers^ in the: 
parifli-churches ; but contented himleif with their ufing 
a ^neral prayer for the King and the Roy.>l t amily, 
without indicating any perfon. 

The King of England had returned in hafte on the 
nth of September, to oppofe the progiefs of the rebel- 
lion. The lofs of the battle of Prcfton-f)ans alarmed him 
toluch a degree, that he did not think himfelt ftrong 
enough to refill it with the Englifii militia. Several ot 
L a 
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the nobility railed regiments at their own expence in hi^ 
favour; and the Whig party in particular, whicli is the 
prevailing one in Kngland, made a point of preferving 
the Government it haii dtablilhed, and the F^amily it had 
placed on the throne. But the King reflefting that if 
Prince Edward lliould receive frelh fuccours, and have 
further fuccefs, thefe very militia might turn againft 
himfelf, he exafted a iiew oath from the militia of 
London. Thii^oathof ffdelity was couched in thefe 
very terms : I abhor, I detelt, I rejeft as an impious 
“ opinion, that damnable dod:rine, that Princes excom- 
‘‘ municated by the Pope may be depofed and analfi- 

nated by their fubjeds, or any other perfons what- 
“ ever,” &c. But there was no queltion of (xcommu- 
nication nor of the Pope in this allair ; and as for alia!]!, 
nation, they could hardly apprehend any other but that 
Sept. 14, which had been publicly i)ropofed with a re- 

1745. ward of thirty thoufand j^ounds flerling. 

According to the cullom eliabiillicd in times of 
trouble fince the reign of VVilliam III. all the Roman 
Catholic Prielts were ordered to depart from LoikIoq 
and its environs, l.ur it was n(jt the Popifli Prieil'; 
they had rcalon to dread ; thofe wiu) proielled that re- 
ligion did not make an hundredth part of the people. 
It was the valour of Prince luiward ; 't was the intrepi- 
dity of Il'vidorious army animated by unexpeded Inc- 
cefs. I’hc King v/asobligetl to fend for fix tlioufand of 
his troops from Flanders, and to demand fix thoufand 
mor/" of the Dutch, in virtue of treaties lubfitling with 
that Republic. 

The States Cieneral lent him the very troops winch 
by the capitulation of 'J’ournay and DeiKlermoiKi could 
not lerve [a;^cu}iji T' (Due) in Icls than eighteen months. 
They had promifed not to cngag;e ni any lei vice, not 
even in the moii: dillant places from the frontiers ; but 
the States jullified this iniradion by faying;, that Itn- 
gland was not n jrontier. "I'hey weie oblipmd to lay down 
their arms before -the French troops; but il was alledged, 
that they were not going to fight againlf the French. '1 hey 
were not to enter into any foreign fcrvicc. It was an- 

I fwcicd, 
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fwered, that, in they were not jn any forei<^n fervice 
fince they were fuhjea to the orders, and received the 
pay, of the States -General. , ^^‘"-ea tne 

By ftfeh diftinilioiis as thefe th^ capitulation, which 
was as much delined as poITtble, but in which a cafe 
that no one forefaw could not be fpecilied, was eluded. 
Although there happened at this time I'undry other 
great events, I fhall purfue that of the commotion in 
England ; and the order of affairs fliall be preferred to 
the order of time, v/hich will not fuffer by it. No- 
thing ferves to prove the Hrength of alarms fo much 
as an excefs of precautions. 

I cannot forbear mentioning in this place, an artifice 
made ufe of to rcnder’thc perfon Qf Charles-Edward 
odious in London. An imaginary Journal was printed, 
ill which a comparifon was made between the events re- 
lated in the News-papers under the government of King 
George, with thofe which they fuppofed would be re- 
corded in thefe Papers under the domination of a Ca- 
tholic Prince. 

“ Now, faid they, our News-papers at one time give 
“ us an account of the treafur^es carried to the Bank, 

“ which have been taken from the French and Spanifh 
Blips ; at another, that we have demolifhed Porto- 
“ Bello, that we have taken Louifbourg, and are ma- 
fters of the commerce of tlie globe. Bup^let us fee 
“ what the Papers v/ill mention undfu* the Adminiilra- 
“ tion ot the Pretender. This day he was proclaimed 
‘‘ ir the public itreets of London by Highlanders and 
“ Friars. Several houfes have been burnt, and a num- 
ber ot citizens mafidcred. , 

“ The 4th, Idle South-fea-houfe and Ihdia-houfe were 
‘‘ converted into Convents. 

‘‘ The 20th, Six Members of Parliament were fent 
“ to prifon. 

‘‘ I'he 26th, Three of the ports of Engkuid were 
deliveicd up to the French. 

The 281)1, The law of Habeas Corpus was abo* 
liljied j and a new Ad paflld tor burning Heretics. 

L 3 “ The 
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The 29th, Father Poignardini, an Italian Jefuit, 
was made Keeper hf the Privy leal.’* 

In the mean time, the Habeas Corpus A6l was aftiially 
fufpended on the 2 5 .th of Odober. This is re- 
garded as a ftindamcntal one in Englahd, and the bulwark 
of the freedom of the Nation. By this law the King 
cannot caiife any citizen to be impriibned fonger than 
t;wenty-four hours, without being examined and relcafrd, 
on giving bail, ’till his trial is ready; and if he has 
been arrefted unjultly, the Secretary of State may be 
made to pay dearly for every hour of his confinement. 

The King has not a right to cairfe any Member ot 
Parliament to be arrefted, on any pretence whatever, 
without the confentof the Houfe. The Parliament in 
times of rebellion fulbehds all thefc Liws by a particular 
Ad, and gives the King a power to f ize all luljjedai 
perfons during fuch times only. No Member oi either 
Houle furniftied the leall pretext tor an arreft. Some, 
however, were lufpeded by the public to be Jacobites, 
and leveral of the citizens of ToikIoii weic tacitly ot 
that party, but not one would hazard his lite and tor- 
tune on uncertain hopes. Mdlruii and iii(]ui< tiule agi- 
tated evety mind : evefy one w.ls alraid to i[) 

It is a crime in this country to uimk t!ie hcalfh ut a 
pfofciibcd Prince who pretends to t ic crown, as it was 
formeil);^at Rome, under the reigning Emperor to keep 
the ftatue ot his compeiitor in ila.ir houles. 1 l>cy 
drank at London to the health ot the Kmg and the 
Prince, which might as well mean King James and his 
fon 'Prince Charles-Kdward, as King George* and his 
cldeft fon the i rince of Wale,. 

— The lecret abetto^is ot the revolution contented them- 
felvcs with publiftiing writings lb cautioully worded, 
that their paity might eafdy uncierftand them, while the 
Governinimt could not condemn tliem. A great many 
of this fort were diftributed ; and one among others m 
which it was advertilcd, “ lhac there was a young nian 
of great expeftations who was on the point ot mak- 
‘‘ ing a cQalidcrabk fQrtuae ; tlvat in a dme 
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*• had made twenty thoufand pounds, but was in want 
“ of friends to eftablifli himfelf^ at London.’* The li- 
berty of the prefs is one of thofe privileges of which the 
EngliOi aye extremely jealous., The law does not 
permit Eflcmbling and haranguing the people*, but it 
allov/s of convcrfing with the whole Nation in writing. 
The Government caufed all the printing-offices to be 
fcarched *, but having no right to fliut up any, except a 
crime is proved againft them, they let them alone. 

The confternation was mandelt at London, when the 
news arrived that Prince Edward had advanced to Car- 
lifle, and had taken the town *•, that his army increafed ; 
and at length that he was at Derby in England itfelf, 
about thirty leagues f?ofn London It was now that 
he had for the firft time national Engliffimen in his 
troops. Three hundred inhabitants of the County of 
Lancafter enhfted into his MancheRer regiment. Mean 
time report, which always augments things, made his 
army thirty thoufand ftrong. it was ritmourcd that the 
whole County of Lancafter had declared for him. The 
ffiops and the Bank at London were fttut up for a whole 
day 


♦ T^ovember 26. 

f ’ ris 1 25 miles. ^ <1 - • 

I This error cannot lie pafTeJ over in filencc. The conlternation 
indeed was very great wiicn the news was brought t^London, that 
the rebels were in p*.)fle(rion of Derby, and on the point of marching 
forward to the capital; but terror was only vilible on the coume- 
nances, and expreiled in the converfation of the mhabiunts. Neither 
the public order nor tranquility of the City were diiluibcd: the Bank 
and dll public offices as well as trddci'mcn'. ffiops were open, and bu- 
finels truDfaaed as ufual. The panic wa. even much greater on the 
day following, on Sunday ; a report having beeji Ipread that 
man Catholics in Lohdon, to favour the rebellion, had conipired to 
rife and maffiacre the Protettant inhabitants m the churches in tlie 
lime of divine fervife. Some anonymous letters ambiguouH) men- 
tioning the horrid plan were received, pariicular.y by iomt of 
principal housekeepers in Spitalfields, \vhich occaiione tie 
large detachments of the City nniicia in the Churcn-yaids 0 t e p 
•ipal Churchuj in London. Tranjlator, 
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CHAP. XXV. 

Continuation of the Adventures of Prince Charles- F.dward, 
His Defeat \ his Misfo'rtunes^ and thofe of his Party. 

F rom the day that Prince Edward lauded in Scot- 
land, his friends folicitcd France for fuccours m 
their cntcrprizc; and the greater his progrefs, the more 

i ) re fling were their folicitations. Some Irifli officers in the 
^’rench fervice were ot opinion, that a defeent into En- 
gland towar(!s Plyniouth woul4 be [)ra6licable. The 
paffage from Calais or Boulogne to thelc coafts is fliorr, 
They did not approve of a fleet of men of war for this 
expedition, as much tin e would be loft in the equip- 
ment, and the preparations alone give the lingliffi fqua- 
drons timely notice to oppole their land ng. They pre- 
tended that they could land eight or ten thouland men 
with their cannon in tlie night •, that only fomc merchant- 
fliips and a few privateers were wanted for fuch an at- 
tempt ; and they maintained that a {)arty in England 
would join the Frencii army as icon as they were tiffem- 
barked, and that they might foon after unite with the 
Prince*s troojV', near London. In fhorc, they reprel'ented 
it as an eafr and complete levolution. Thev demanded 
the Duke de Ivichelieu to head this enterprize, who, by 
his fignal fervices at die battle of Eontenoy, and the 
great reputation he had in Juirope, was better qualified 
than any other Cieneral for conducing with proper 
fpiric this bold and .ticklifli afiair. They intreated lo 
mTich, that at laft their demand was granted. Colonel 
Lally, who was afterwards Lieutenant-Cieneral, and came 
to fo tragical an enti, was the foul of this enteiprizen 
1 he Writer ot this Hiflory, who was conneded with 
him a long time, can affirm, that he never faw a man 
more zealous, and that his failure in this enterprize arofe 
only from its imprarticabiiity. They could notput openly 
to fca in the face of the Engblh Iquadions, fo Itrn^tly 
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■yvere the coafts guarded ; and this proje^l was regarded 
Jii a very ridiculous light in Londdn. 

Some'linall lUv cours only of men and money could be 
fent ove/ to ^he Prince, and that l:^ the way of the Ger- 
man Ocean, and tfie call of Scotland. Lord Drummond, 
brother to the Duke of Perth, an officer in the French 
fervice, opportunely arrived with fome piquets, and 
three companies of the Royal Scotch regiment. When 
he landed at Montrofe he immediately publiflaed, *‘That 
he was come by order of the King of France to fuc- 
cour his ally the Prince of Wales, Regent of Scoc- 
land, and to make war againfl the King of England, 
Eledlor of Hanover.” Then the Dutch troops, who 
by their capitulation ctjuld not ferve againll the King 
of FTance, v/ere forced to adhere to the law of arms, 
which had been a long time cluwied ; they were there- 
fore fent back to H )lland, and the Engliili Court fent 
for fix thouland Hdfians in their place. I'li s neceflity 
for foreign troops was a confeilion of the danger in 
y/hich they thought themfelves. The Pretender diftri- 
buted frefh manifeftoes in the north and in the weft of 
Imgland, by which he invited the Nation to join him, 
declaring that the pnfoners of war (hoiiki be treated as 
his own ii'ien •, and exprefsly renewed to his officers his 
prohibition of attempting the life of the reigning Kmg, 
or of any of his family. I'hcfe prod imatimis, which 
appearecl fo generous in a Prince on whale head a reward 
|)ad been let, met with a fute which nothing but ftate- 
policy can juflify : —they were burnt by the hands of 
the common hangman. 

It w^as oi more importance and more urgent to j)p- 
pofe the prog refs of the Pretender than to burn his ma- 
nifeftoes. The Englifh militia re took Edinburgh-, and 
covering the County of Lancafter, cm oft' ids luppii:‘s, 
which obliged him to retreat. His army w is* Sometimes 
ftrong, fometimes weak, bccaule he had not the means 
of retaining it conftaiuly under his ftandard by an ex- 
aft payment; yet about eight thouland men ft ll re- 
mained with him. Scarcely was the Prince informed that 
the enemy wa^ within iix miles of him, near f aiicirk 
' , * marihes, 
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nnarfhcs, than he flew to attack them ^ aIthoiif;h thrv^ 
were almoft double^ in numbers, engaging in tl/e 
fame manner, and with the fame impetuolity, as at 
Prefton-pans. His Highlanders, feconded a.violent 
ftorm, which blew direftly in the faces of the Englifn^ 
threw them into dtfordcrat firft ; butfoon after they were 
broke themfclves by their own impetuofuy. Six piquets 
of the French troops covered them, maintained the bat- 
tic, and gave them time to rally. Prince Edward always 
faid, that if he bad had only three thoufand regular 
troops, he Ihould have made himfclf mafter of all 
England. 

The Englifli dragoons began the flight, and the wliolc 
army tollowed, regardiefs of the comn^ands or tlie Ge- 
nerals and officers, and regained their camp m the du(k of 
the evening, which was entrenched, and almoit iur- 
rounded by a morafs. 

The Prince remaining mafter of the field of bartir, in- 
iiantiy took the refolution of attacking them in thcar 
camp, notwithftandingthe ftorm, which continued with 
redoubled violence. The Highlanders loft fomc time in 
finding their mufquets in the dark, which, according lo 
cuftom, they had thrown away in the a^^tion. 'I'hc 
Prince then began the march wdth them to give a fccond 
battle, and penetrated, fword-in-hand, almoft to the 
enemy’s canp. Univerfal terror prevailed, and the En- 
glifh troops, beaten twice in one clay*, although with 
little lofs, fled to Edinburgh, having not quite fix 
hundred men killed in thefe aftions, but left their tents 
and baggage in the conqueror’s power. Thefe vidories 
greatly redounded to the Prince’s honour, but contri- 
buted little to Ms intereft. The Duke of Cumberland 
marched into Scotland, and arrived the loth of Fe- 
bruary at Edinburgh. Prince E.dward was obliged to 
raile the fiege of Stirling-Caftle. The winter was ex- 
tremely fevere, and fubfiftence failed. His chief re- 
fource was in the afllftance of a few friends, w'ho made 
excurfions fometiroes on the fide of Inverncls, and at 
ethers towards Aberdeen, to colled the few troops 
znd the little money that tliey run the hazard to fupp^T 

him 
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him with from France. The largeft of thefe veflels 
fent to him with fuccoiirs were ivarched and taken by 
the Englifh fleer. Three companies of Fitz-;James’s 
regiment luckily found mcans^to efcape and land. 
Whenever a little vefTcl arrived, it was received by the 
inhabitants of the North with the loudeft acclamations 
of joy. I'he women ran to meet the troops, and led the 
officers horfes by their bridles^ The fmalleft fuccours 
in thefe circumftances were reported to be confiderable 
reinforcements ; but his army was not lefs prefled by 
the Duke of Cumberland. They were retired into In- 
vernefs, and all the country did not fide with him. The 
Duke at lafl: crofted the .iverSpey end marched towards 
In vernefs, and a dec'l?j/e battle could nor be avoided. 

The lh*ince had nearly the fame number of troops as 
at the battle of Falkirk •, and the Duke of Cumberland 
had fifteen battalions and nine Iquadrons, befides a body 
of Highlanders. The advantage in point of numbers 
was always neceffarily on. the fide of the Enolilh, who 
had alio a cavalry and an artillery well icrved, which 
were Hill greater advantages ; and they were at laft ac- 
CLiftomed to the Fliglilanders manner of fighting, which 
no hmger inriaiidated them. They had like wile to rc- 
pair'umler the eyes of the Duke the fiic me of their for- 
mer defeats, i he Duke gamed the battle by making 
every otiier rank relervs their fire •, lo that ^dcr the Re- 
bels had fired and flung down their muTqucts, they 
clofed'in with their br oad-1 words as ufual, and were re- 
ceived by the Duke's troops wnth a referved fiie, when 
they advanced up to the very muzzles of therrg^ns t it 
was great generalfhip. The two armies came in fight 
of each ocher on the 27th of April, attwo o m 
the afternoon, at a place called Culloden. 1 he High- 
landers did not make the attack with their uRial impe- 
tuoficy. The battle was entirely lofl and the Ermcc, 
(lightly wounded, was carried ofi: the held in the rno. 
precipitate manner. Time and place conllicute t e im- 
portance of an adion. In the piefcnt war, m er- 
many, in Italy, and in Flanders, vTe have leen att es 
fought, with one hundred thouland men wluch 

• April 23, 1746, 
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great confequences ; ljut here an aftion between only 
eleven thQul'and on one fide, and about ieven or eight ou 
the other, decided the fate of three Kingdqpns. In thb 
engagement not morc*than nine hundred of^Jie 'Rebels 
{the appellation which their mifearriage fixed on then\ 
even in Scotland) were (lain, and three hundred and 
twenty made prifoners. They all fled to the neighbour- 
hood of Invernefs, and were purfued by the conquerors. 
The Pretender, accompanied by an hundred officers, was 
obliged to leap into a river three miles from invernefs, 
and to fwim over it. When he had gained the other 
fide, he faw afar off the flames of a barn, in which pc- 
riflicd between five and fix hundred Highlanders, the 
conqueror having fet fire to it ; and he heard their cries. 

Prince lulvvarJ had feveral women in his army. One 
among the reft, whoie name was Madame Seaford, fought 
at the head of the Scotch troops fite brought to his al- 
fiflance, and efcaped the purfuit ; but four others were 
taken. All the ITench officers were made prifuners cf 
war i and he who tranfatifed the bufinefs of French 
Minifier to the Prince, furrendered himlelf prifoner at 
Invernefs, The Engliffi had only fifty men killed, and 
two hundred and fifty-nine wounded, in this decifive 
affair. ‘ 

The Duke of Cumberland diftributed five thoufand 
pounds llefiing (making about one hundred and twenty 
thoulantl I'rench livres) totiie foldiers. This was money 
he had received from the Lord-Mayor of London. It was 
the coiitr.bution of fome citizens, and had been pielcntcd 
to him for tins very purpole. This fingulaiity is a far- 
ther teilimony that the richefl; party mult be victorious. 
Not a moiii' nCl icpofe was given to the vanquifhed *, 
for they weie every where clolely purlued. 1 he com- 
mon foldiers eafily retired to their inacceffiblc moun- 
tains and defarts. The offieers found it more difficult 
to efcape. Some ^\cie betrayed and delivered up to the 
conqueror ; others fiirrendeicd ia hupeo of a pardon. 

Prince Fdw'ard, A'ullivan, Sheridan, and fome others 
of his adlu rents, retired at firlt to the ruins of Fort Au.- 
guftus. which they were loon- obliged to quit. 1 h" 

^ ' faith. ^ 
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farther he retreated, the more he^obfcrved the decrcafc 
or his friends. A fpirit ofdifcord fcized them, and they 
reproached each other with their common misfortunes. 
In all difpo^es concerning the rneaTures they diould take, 
they exafperated each other. Several of them withdrew ; 
and of ail rhofe who accompanied him from France, 
only Sheridan and Sullivan remained with him. 

With them he marched five days and nights without 
taking one moment’s repofe, and often want ng nourifh- 
ment. His enemies traced him. All the environs were 
fiiled with loldiers upon the fearch after him ; and the 
price fet upon his head redoubled their diligence. The 
horrors of his fate entirely refembled that to which his 
great-uncle Charles II. was reduced after the battle of 
Worccller, as fatal as that of Culloden. There 
has been no example upon earth of fuch a chain of ca- 
lamities fo fingular and horrible as thofe which had af- 
fiidted all hi^ Houfe. He himlelf was born in exile ; 
and he quirted it only to bring his party, after fome 
viflories, either to the fcaffoM, or to the neccflity of 
hiding themfelves in the mountains. His father, driven 
in his infancy from the royal paVice, and from the throne 
ot wljich he had been acknowledged the lawful heir, 
had, like him, made fcveral efforts to rcgiin his throne, 
which had all teiminatcd in the deftruAion of his fol- 
lowers. All this long lucccflion of fingiltar m sfor- 
tunes continually prelented iticli to the m:nd of: this 
Prince ; yet he did not dcfpalr. He marched on foot, 
veithout having hiS wounds tlreff?d, without (uc^olirs, 
through the midft of his enemies, and arrived at lafl 
in a little port named Arlzaig, in the North-w&i^of 
Scotland. 

Fortune at this moment feemed to admlnifter comfort 
to him. Two privateers of Naiuz laiicd tQwauls this 
port, and brought him men, money, and pro\'irions ; 
but before they had landed, the continual fearches made 
after his perfon obiigeO him to quit that only fpot where 
then he might have found fafety •, a»d they were but a 
few miles from the port, wdien he wms intormed that 
thefe vcfiels had anchored and fee fail again. H:s lofing 
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this opportunity aggraf/ated his misfortunes. He was 
continually obliged tofly and tofecrete hirnfelf. O^Neab 
one of his partizans, ap Irilh officcl* in the Spanilh fer- 
vice, who had joined him in thefe ciruel circUmftances, 
told him, that he might find a fafe retreat in a little 
neighbouring Ifle called Stornaway, the laft Ifland to 
the North-eaft of Scotland. They embarked in a fifh, 
ing-boat, and arrived at this afylum •, but they were 
fc^rcely on fhore when they underftood that a detachment 
of the Duke of Cumberland’s army was in the Ifland. 
The Prince and his friends were obliged to pafs the 
night in a moor, to elude fo clofe a purfuit ; and at 
break of day ventured to re-enter their boat, and put 
out to fea without any provifions, or knowing what 
courfe to fleer. They had hardly rowed two miles, 
when they were furrounded by the enemy’s fleet. 

Their only means of prefervation was to run a-ground 
between the rocks, upon the borders of an almofl inac- 
ceflible little defart Ifland. What at other times would 
have been regarded as the moll cruel misfortune, was to 
them their only rcfource. They hid their boat behind a 
rock, and in this defart Waited either the departure or the 
Englifli fleet, or the arrival of death, to put a flniihing 
ftroke to fuch a complication of difaflers. Nothing 
was left thjT Prince, his friends, and the failors, but a 
little brandy to fuiiain their mifcrable lives ; but by 
chance they found fome dried fifli which the filhermen, 
driven off by ftorms, had left upon the fliore. When 
the En^lifli fleet difappeared, they rowed from Iflc to 
Ifle, and at hfl gained that very Ifland of Wilt on which 
he Tiad firft landc’d upon his arrival from France. Here 
he found a little fuccour and repofe. But this fmail 
confolation laded him not long, the Duke of Cumber- 
land’s troops arriving at this new afylum in about three 
days after him i and death or captivity appeared inevi- 
table. He with his two companions fccreied them- 
felves three days and three nights in a cave, and thought 
thcmfelves happy to cfcape, and embark for another de- 
fart Ifle, where they remained eight days upon fome 
provifions of barley-bread, brandy, and a iew fak-filh. 

To 
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To depart this IQand, and endeavour to regain Scot- 
land, was to run the rifk of falling into the hands of the 
Englifh, wlip lined the fea-coaft but they* muft either 
hazard this/ or perilh with hunger. 

They then put to fea, and landed in night, wan- 
dering upon the fhore, having nothing to cover them 
but the vorn rags of the Highland habit. At break of 
day they met with a lady on horfeback, followed by a 
young domeftic, and ventured to fpeak to her. Thi$ 
lady was of the family of the Macdonalds, which was 
icrongly attached to the Stuarts. The Prince, who had 
ken her in his profperity, knew her again, and difeo- 
vered hiinlelf, when fhe immediately tlrew herfelfathis 
feet, I he Prince, his companions, and Mils Macdo- 
nald, fhed tears ; and thofe which Ihe let fall on this ex- 
traordinary and affecting interv.ew, were redoubled by 
the peril in which flie faw the Prince, Every ftep they 
advanced they were in danger cf being taken ; and flic 
adviled him to hide himfeif in a cave which ilie flicwed 
him at the foot of a mountain, near tiie cottage of a 
Highlander who was known by her, and in whom flic 
could confide, promifing to corse herl'elf and take him 
from ♦this retirement, or fend fome truily perfon who 
fhould take charge of his fafe conduiS:. 

Prince Edward with hU faithful friends were agaia 
forced to enter a cavern, the peafaiu furniHiing them 
with a little barley-flour mixed with water. But they 
loft all ho[>e, when, after having palled two days in this 
fliocking fitUdtion, no perfon tame to their fuiicour. 
All the environs were flricUy watched h\ tlie militia, and 
thefe unhappy fugitive.^ had nothing Icic to fubliii?&n. 
A cruel difurder weakened the Ih-ince : his body was 
covered with ulcerated boils. This coiid-lion, with what 
he had already luffered, and what he had to fear, filled 
up the mcdfuie of the moll horrid mlkry that human 
nature could enduic •, but he was not )tt arrived atth« 
end of his fuflerings. 

Mils Macdonald fent at lafl: a rfieftngcr to the cave, 
who informed them, that a rctreitto the Continent was 
inipuflible j that they mult again fly into another I ttie 
' ^ Iflaiid 
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Ifland called Benbecula, and take* refuge there in tli: 
hoiife of a poor gentleman which the guide would flicw 
them ; that’ Mils Mac^ionald would meet them there, and 
coniult with them uponwh.it methods werc'moll propci 
to be taken for their iatety. I'he fame boat which 
brousht them here tranfported them to this Ifland-, and 
upon thtir landing, they went immediately to this 
gentleman's houle, and the lady embarked ionic miles 
difLance to con\e to the rendezvous. But no iboner were 
they arrived than they learned that the gentleman with 
whom they had hopea to find an arylum,.had been carried 
olfin the night-time, with all his family. 1 he FrinccancI 
his friends once nioie conc<,’aied thcmlcives in the 
mai flics. At lad, 0‘Neal ventured from his- conceal- 
ment, and ibiind Mifs Macdonald in a liitlc cottage. 
She told him Ihc ^ouid lave the Frince by drefling him 
in tlie deaths of a maid-f^rvant which Ihe had brougiit 
with herj but ilr. ctuikl not undertake to conceal umv 
more ilian him, t(»r that more than one pcrl()n wuuid 
give cauicof luipicion. I'hcfc two faitliful iriends pre- 
ferring tlic i.:iei\ of their Prince to their own welfare, 
parted with him in tears, and I'.c follov^cd Mifs Maulo- 
nald in a iMvar.i’s dreP, talcing the narre oP iletty, 
Norwiiiidamiir.g this dii^'ude, clangers iuil threaierad 
him, ar.d he flcvi lor refuge uith this lady to the lllcof 
bky, iyirig t^> well of Scotland. 

'i hey were in a gentleman’s lioufc wlien it was fuddenly 
invefted with the enemy’s tioops. I'he Prince hiniieif 
opened tlic door to the ioldicrs, and had the good luck 
not to be dileovend by them , but prefcntly after it was 
known in the Ifland that he had been in tins houle. It 
then becair.c necdiary for h.im to leparate from Mils 
Macdomalu, and a. andon himlelt alone to liis dellinyi 
He walkexl ten lea^uies, attended only by a Tingle water- 
man. At i di, prdled by liiin.'>er, and ready to link, he 
hazarded the entering into a l.oufe, the inaiter of which 
he well knew to be not of Ins j)arty. ‘‘ 1 he Ion of your 
“ King (la.ci he/ is Come to tJeinand bread and doaths 
‘‘ of) oil. I know you arc my enemy but 1 believe 

YOU have virtue enough not to abuie my confidence 

' anu 
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M and my misfortunes. Take thde miferahle garments 
''■i I now wear, and keep them *, one day or other you may 
bring theip to me in the palace cjf the Kings of Great- 
Britain.”* The gentleman to whom heaodrefi'cd him-^ 
felt was affefted, as well he nnght. I le rendered him 
,^11 the aOiftance which the poverty of thib country would 
admit of, and kept his fecret 

From hence he once more regained Scotland, and 
Ihewed himfclf to the Clan of Morar, which was well 
i^.ffedted to him. 11c wandered afterwards through 
j.ochabar and Badenoch. Here he was :nf Tmed that 
his benefadlrefs, Mifs Macdonald, and alnioft ail who 
had favoured him, were.arrciled ; and faw a life of all 
his partizans who were condemned for contumacy, which 
in Fngland is called An Atl of Attainder -f. He was 
always in danger himfclf ; and the only news which he 
lieard, was of the imprifonment of his friends^ for whom 
death was preparing. 

A report now prevailed in France that the Prince was 
in the hands of his enemies. His Agents at Vtrfailles, 
alarmed, implored the King to permit his Minifter at 
lead to write in his favour. The number of Englifli 
prifoiuVs of war in France inlpired the o/hcers dt tlie 
ih'etender with hopes, that this confiderat on might re- 
draiii the vengeance of the Kngiiih Couri, and prevent 
liiat clfufion ot blaod which they expedteefTo Hied on 
thcfcaffold. The Marquis d’Argenfon, at that time 
Minilter tor foreign affairs, and brother to the Secretary 
at War, addrdled himieif to iVionf, Van Hoey, Ambal- 
i^dor from the United 1 rovir.ccs, and entreated him to. 
become a mediator. Thcfe t.vo Mmiftoi's agreed Tfr a 
principle which diftinguilhed them from molt Sratdmen. 


* N. B. There were thirty thcuOir.i pounds ofl'crf’d lor his head^ 
Why is not his name mentioned ; it weuU be an ori.aaunt to tllllory, 
^ f anjlator^ 


t Contumacy is notan AA of Attainder; thon^h fich a Elll may 
be framed upon that c;r any cti.er niildcmcanor. Ct ninm.'C) , in Law, 
Only a contempt ihcwn to every t r br ilfued*fn ni a Cuuit or any 
fiperior jurifdidion ; and the cone- abr^ and rdh.lm^ ot any 
*iidmcd perfori is of this n.atu.e. Ji:J. 
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They made ufe of fincrrity and humanity, where others 
employed little elfe but policy. 

The Ambaflador Van Hoey wrote diredly -^ long letter 
to the Duke of NewcalUe, then Secretary of State, in 
thefe terms : “ May you banilli this pernicious art 
which difcord has brought forth to excite mankind to 
^ a mutual dellruftion of each other! Miferable notions 
“ of policy, which fubftitute vengeance, hatred, jea- 
“ loLiiy, and avidity, to thofe divine precepts which 
“ conftitute the glory of Kings, and the welfare of then 
fubjeas.’’ 

This exhortation feemed in its fubftance and expref- 
fions to be adapted to other times than ours. It was 
ililed a homily. Inftead of foftening the King of Eng-, 
land, it provoked him. He complained to the States- 
Geneial of the behaviour of their Ambaflador, who had 
dared to fend him remonftrances from a King who was 
his enemy, concerning his conduft towards his rebel- 
lious fubjeds. The Duke of Newcaftie wrote, that it 
was an unprecedented proceeding. The States llrongly 
reprimanded their Ambaflador; ordered him to make Ins 
excufes to the Duke, and to repair his fault. The Ani- 
baflador, convinced that he had not been guilty of any, 
yet obeyed, and wrote to the Duke, “ That if he had 
erred, it was the infeparable lot of human nature.” 
He might have failed with regard to the laws of policy, 
but not to thofe of humanity. The Englifli Miniihy 
and the States-General ought to have been fcnfible how 
far the King of France had a right to intercede for the 
Scotch. They ought to have recollected, that when 
Ltttiis XIII. had taken Rochelle, which was in vain liic- 
coured by the naval army of King James I. the Englilh 
Monarch fent the Chevalier Montagu to the King ot 
France todmplore his mercy in behalf of the Rochelle 
rebels ; and that his interceflions were regarded. The 
Englilh Miniftry had not the fame clemency. 

1 he Government now endeavoured to render Prince 
Charles defpicablC in the eyes of the people, btxaufe he 
had been forniklablc. The ftandards which had been 
Cttkcn at Culloden were publicly carried through Edin- 
burgh i 
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burgh ; the hangman bearing that belonging to the Prince; 
the others being borne by chimney. fweepcrs •, and the 
cxecutioner| burnt them all together'in the ritarket- place. 
This farceiwas the prelude of thofe bloody tragedies 
which cnfued. 

On the loth of Auguft, 1746, feventeen officers were 
executed, the moft confiderable of whom was the Colonel 
of the Manchefter regiment, named Townley. He was 
drawn, with eight other officers, on hedges, to Kenning- 
ton-Common, near London, which was the place of 
execution; and after they had hanged them, they plucked 
out their hearts, flung them in their faces, and cut their 
bodies in quarters. This method of punifiiment is a 
remnant of ancient barbarifm. Formerly, the criminals 
hearts were torn out when they were yet breathing ; but 
now, this bloody aftion is done after they are ftrangled. 
Their death is iefs cruel; and preferving this barbarous fo- 
lemnity which is added to it, ferves to terrify the popu- 
lace. There was not one of thefe unhappy men who 
fuffered but protefted that he died in a jull caufe, and 
ftrenuoufly excited the people to perfifl in it. Two 
days after, three Scotch Peers were condemned to be be- 
headeu *. 

It is known that the laws of England confider none 
as nobility but Lords ; that is to fay, the Peers. They 
are tried for the crime of high-trealon itrt manner dif- 
ferent from the reft of the Nation. At their trial, a 
Peer is chofen to prcfide as judge, who bears the title of 
Lord-High-Steward of ihe Kingdom. This titlccearly 
correfponds with that of Grand Senefchal, The Peers 
ot Great-Britain on thefe occafions receive his orders. 
By letters under his own feal, written in Latin, they are 
lummoned to aflemble in the great Hall at Weftminftef. 
He muft have at lead twelve Peers ot accord* with him, 
to enable him to pronounce judgment. This feffions 
is held in the moft folemn manner. The Lord-High- 
Steward fits under a canopy, and the Clerk of theCroA n 
delivers his commiflion to a King !fc Arms, who prdents 

• Balmcriao, Kilfnarnock, and Crsimarty* 
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it upon his knees, mace-bearers always attend 
him, and wait at the doors of his coacli on his going in 
or coining out of th^ Hall. He is paid |a hundred 
guineas each day during the continuance or^ tiie trial. 
When the accufed Peers are brought before him and 
the other Peers their judges, a Serjeant at Arms cries 
three times OyeZy in the old French language. A Ser- 
jeant of the Court carries before them an axe, the edge 
turned towards the High-Steward ; and when fentence 
of death is pronounced, it rs turned towards the cri- 
minal. 

With thefe melancholy ceremonies the Lords Balmc- 
fino, Kilmarnock, and Cromar«y, v.ere cond tided to 
Wellmirider-Hall. I'he Lord-Chanccllor performed 
the office of High-Steward. I’luy were all three con- 
vifted of having borne arms for the Prerender, and con- 
demned according to law to be hanged and quartered 
The Lord-Stewaid, who pronounced their fentence, in- 
formed them at the fame time, that the King, by virtue 
of his royal prerogative, changed their punilhmcnt into 
that of being beheaded. Lady Cromarty, who had al- 
ready eight children, and was big with the ninth, went 
with her family and proltrated herfelt at the King’^ feet, 
and obtained pardon tor her hulband. 

The tw^> others were executed f. Kilmarnock on 
the I'caffoki flie^cd figns of repentance. Balmerino be- 
haved with unlhaken intrepidity, an.i went to death in 
the regimentab under which he had fought. I’he Go- 
vcrn.'jr of the I'ower having, accorJ.ing to cullom, crieti, 
“ Long live King (jeorge Lalmenno anluered with 
an ^c\atcd vu* l.ong live King James and his 
“ \vO!t!iy Ion !” and died braving ucath as he had 
braved ii s judges. 

• Fxecutn5ns vve;e almoll daily fpcftaclcs, and the pri- 
fons were tilled with impeached perlons. A Secretary 
of Prince Fdwaui, nan.cd Murray, pveferved his lite 
by diiclofing inch iccrcts as convinced the King of the 
danger .he had clcuped. He ddcovered, that both in 
L.ondon and in the Counties thcie was a concealed 
party, and that they had furnifhul the Pnnee with large 
• AuguH iz, 1746. f Augull 2tj. 
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funis of money. But wiiether thefj; informations were not 
fufliciently circumllantiated •, or rather, wliedier the 
Government were fearful of irritating the Nation by too 
flofc rcfearches; they contented tllendllv^switli profecut- 
ing thofe only who were taken in open rebellion. Ten 
were executed at York, ten at Carlirte, and forty-feven 
at London; and iii the month of November, every twen- 
tieth man of all the inferior officers and fold:ei s were 
drawn by lot and fufFered death, and the relt were tran- 
fported to the Colonies. In the fame month allb, feventy 
were executed at Penrith, at Brumpton, and at York, 
ten at Carl.fle, and nine at 1 ondon. An Knglifli Piielt 
who was imprudent enough toalk of Prince Edward the 
Bilhoprick of Carlille, at tlte time he was in pofiTeffion 
of that city, was led to the gallows and execute'! in hiii 

pontifical habit, llciiaranguedtiiepeople with vehemence 
in favour of theThmily of King James, and prayed to 
God for all thofe who had perilhed like Inmm this qu.arrei. 

But of all thefe unhappy fiill'crers, the tate ot Lord 
Derwentwater feemed moll'to be lamenteti. His eldell 
brother was beheaded at London in for having 

fought m the lame caufe. He liad his Ion brought upon 
the ikffold, though an infant, and addrelled him inthele 
terms • Be covered with my blood, and learn 

forVour Kings.” His youngell brother, who had 
efcaped at that ume and entered 
was included in the lamccondemnatinn. 7\s oo" 
knew that he could be ulctul to Pnnee kdwaid he fet 

out for England ; but the velfel in which he embarked 
with his fon and li^veral officers, provided 
money, was taken by the f ^ 

lame death as his broth:r, and witt ^e c 

fayinm “ The King of France would ukc 

“ fon •” who not being an f ngbffi UiDje^t, w^s re > , 

and returned to France, whe.e the Kmg 

father’s expeaat.ons, by giving hmi and his fnler a 

' 'Tteiaft Peer who fuffered by tU hands 
tioner was Lord Lovat ; a man ot eig uy ) o ^ 

. M 3 
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It was he who was the firft mover of the enterprizc. He 
had laid the foundation of it ever fince the year 1740. 
The chief malcontents ufed to afiemble privately at his 
houfe. He engaged to raife the Clans when Prince 
Charles-Edward embarked in 1743. He employed all 
the chicanery of the law to defend a remnant of life which 
he loft at laft on the fcaffold ; but he died with as much 
greatnefs of foul as he had fliewn dexterity andfinefle in 
his conduft. He pronounced aloud this verfe of Horace 
before he received the ftroke : 

Btilce et decorum eft pro patrid mori. 

But the moft ftrange event, and fuch as is fcarcely to 
be met with out of England, was, that a young ftu- 
dent of Oxford, named Painter, devoted to the Jacobite 
party, and intoxicated with that fanaticifm which pro- 
duces fo many extraordinary things in fiery imagination:., 
requefted to fuftcr in the place of this old man. lie 
made the moft prefling entreaties, to which no regard 
was paid This young man did not perfonally know 
Lord Lovat •, but he knew that he had been the cldef 
of the confpiracy, and he looked upon him as a reilp^d:- 
ablc and neceflary man. 

The Government joined to paft vengeance fu- 
ture precauw^ns. An embodied militia was kept 
up towards the frontiers of Scotland. The Scotch 
Lairds were deprived of their hereditary jurildiLtions, 
which attached their Clans to them ; and the Chiefs 
who had remained faithful to Government, were inden> 
nified by penfions and other advantages. 

The Court of France, in its folicitude for the fate of 
Prince Edward, had fent out two fmall frigates in the 
month of J.une, which happily arrived on the welfern coall 
of Scotland, where the Prince had landed at the beginning 
of this unfi'rtiinatc cnterpr’ze. lie was lought for in 
vain in this country, and in fcveral neighbouring liks 

• Nor co«ld they. Our laws admit of no vicarious atonements. 

Wc cannot perform penances for out* aiKUher, as they do unucr 
papal Jurirdidlion. DanJIator, - 
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ofthecoaft of Lochabar. At length, on the 29th of 
September, the Prince arrived l!y unfrequented roads, 
and through a thoiifand new perils, at thc.place where 
he was expefted. What is arion:»rning, and proves that 
all hearts were with him, is, that the F.nglifh were not 
apprifed, neither of the arrival of thefc vefiels, nor of 
their ftay, nor of their departure. 

They brought the Prince within fight of Breft ; but 
they found an Knglifh fleet oppofitc that port. They 
then flood out to fca again, and returned afterwards upon 
the coall of Brltany, on the fide of Morlaix. Here 
they found another Englifli fleet. They hazarded pafling 
thro’ the enemy’s fliips ^ and at laft, after fo many dan- 
gers and misfortunes, the Prince got lafe into the port 
of St. Paul de Leon, on the loth of Oftober, 1 746, with 
fomc few of his partizans who had like himefcaped the 
vigilance of the conquerors. Thus ended an adventure 
which, in times of knight-errantry, might have proved 
fortunate ; but could not be expefted to fuccced in an 
age when military dilcipline, artillery, and above all 
money, in the end decides every thing. 

S hile Prince Edward had J^een wandering up and 
in the ifles and mountains of Scotland, and fcaf- 
folds had been prepared every where for his adherents, 
his conqueror, the Duke of Cumberland, was received in 
triumph at London. The Parliament an annuity 

on him of twenty-five tliouiand pounds per annum, which 
is about five hundred thoufand livres of France, befides 
his former revenue. The Englifh Nation perfomis it- 
felf what Sovereigns do elfe where, 

Charles-Edward was not yet at, the end of hiq^cala- 
mities; for having taken retugc in Pffice, and finding 
himfelf obliged to leave that country to latisfy the Eng- 
lifli, whoinfifted on it in the treaty ot peace, his courage, 
grown defperate by fo many fhocks, retuled to yield to 
the neceflity of the times. Fie relilied remonttrances, . 
intreaties, and commands, pleading that the pronule 
ought to be oblerved which Iv^Jbeen made nevei to 
abandon him, They were obliged to leize on his perlon. 
He was arrefted, pinioned, thrown into piilon, and 
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condufted out of France. This was the finifhing ftiokc 
to the misfortunes with*^which Fate had opprelTcd a race of 
Kings for three hundred years. , 

Ch.arles F.dward frail this time concea^ed himfelF 
from all the world. Let private [xrfoiis, who repine at 
their little misfortunes^ read the hiilory of this Prince 
and liis anccllors * ’ 


C H A P. XX VI. 

King of France fniling in his Attempt to rcjicrc Peac(\ 
'■ gains the Bat-tle of iMufeld. 'Bcrgcn-op-zcom taken by 
JJj'ault, Phe Ruffians at laft march to the AjffiJtance 0} 
tbc j lilies. 

W HILE this fatal feene was tranfafting in England. 

L.oms XVj. completed his tonquelts. Untor- 
tunate in all parts where he was not prelcnt, and victo- 
rious in every enterpnze in which he accompanied Mar- 
flial Saxe, he continually urged a pacitication necefiAry 
for all the parties, who had now no longer any pretence 
Jeft tor dcltroying each other. It did not appear to he the 
interell of the new Stadtholder to continue the war at 
the commer--';:;.n:ent of an authority not yet thoroughly 
edabliihcd, and which was not lupporced by any lixed 
itipeiu!. But the public anin.ofity againil the Court of 
France w:is earned fo tar, and the ancier.t jealoiifies 
were to invcicMie, ih.it a Depurv of the States, when 
he pjxfcnred the Sradtholder to ihe Stares-General, on 
the iUy of h s* iifdallation, lad nj ins i'peech, “ 'I'iiat 
the Kej'-ublie Hood in need oi a Chief, againH an am- 

■* All ilitC Cicuma.inccs vveic wiiiU’n in i7.v-s ui.Jer the ciin’c- 
tion oF a pet Ion who ..ccompan-eu the rnni.c .1 eonlidcrablc UuiCj 
both in lu. prtancr.t .,:.l .'uixetiiLie . 

' '1 he Hiitory of tlin Prince pio^crlv falls in uitli the memoirs 
.he war i-.ii. l^ut it. It*.?, entiicly efcaped the leieaithcs of tholb 
■;.ho have pirated, dnfyurcd, and fold a part of lluit mamilcript. 

/clfairi . 
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bitious and perfidious neighbour, who made a jeft of 
Vt the faith ot treaties d’—ftrangocxpreilions, while they 
were yet ne^oriurlng •, and tor whieh Louis XV. took no 
other revehoe than not to make^ny ill ufe of his vifto- 
ries ; whidi ouglit to app'ear lliii more furprifing. 

This violent rancour wa.'^ univerlally fomented by the 
Court of Vienna, which conftantly relented the attempt 
made to It rip Maria-Thercla of her hereditary domU 
nions, in violation of the faith of treaties. Louis had 
repented of this procedure-, but the Allies were not fa- 
tisfied with this. The Court of London, during the 
conferences at Breda, intrigued with all Lurepe to raile 
new enemies againll him. 

At length the Miniilty of George 11. produced a for- 
midable luccour fiom the extremities of the North. 
Elizabeth Pecrowna, daughter of the Czar Peter 1 . and 
Emprefs of all the Ruifias, ordered hfey thoufand men to 
inarch into Livonia, and promiled to equip lirty galleys*. 
This armament was to be at the abfolute difpofal of the 
Kin<^ of England, on the payment of only one hundred 
thoufand pounds ilerling. It coft four times as much 
f(\thc eighteen thoufand PLnoverians vrho ierved in the 
Kn^ilk army. This treau, v'hich had been concerted 
long before, could not be concluded until the month 
of June, 1747. 

There had been no example hitherto^f lo great a- 
fuccour coming from fo dillinc a qualT^r and nothing 
could be a llroriger proof that Czar Peter the Gieat, 111 
changing the face of ahairs tnrougnout h s extcnlive 
dominions, liad laid the touneation of great alttiations 
in the politics of Europe. But while the very exti ernes 
of the earth were thus excited againlUw^Kingof Fiance, 
his conquefts increafed. Dutch Manders was taken aS 
rapidly as the other places had been. 1 he grand ob- 
jeft 'with Marflial Saxe always was, the •conquelt of 
Macllricht. This is not one of thofe places which might ^ 


* Marfltal Saxe is reported to aa\e falc, en Gnjeonadti upon 
occafion, '‘I’m glad they .are couxiiu^ loT ’c\v as quite out 01 0 
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be eafily taken by a viftorious army, like mofl of tiic 
towns in Italy. Afteir the polk’nion of Maeilricht, it 
was defigiu d to have attacked Nirr.egucn ; and in that 
cafe it is not to be doubted but the Ddrch would 
have fued for peace before a fingle RuiTian Could have 
come to tlieir afTi dance : but Maelbricht could not he 
beficged ’till a confiderable battle had been fought and 
completely gained. 

The King was at the head of his army, and the Allies 
were encamped between him and the city. 1 lie Duke 
of Cumberland fiill commanded them. Marfluil Barhi- 
ani conduced the Aullnans, and tlie Prince ot Wal- 
deck the Hollandiers. 

The King chofe to engage; Marrllial Saxe made tlie d;f 
pofition * ; anvi the evnu was the l.in'.c :i:> at the battle ot 
Liege. 1 liC i'rench were conquerors’, but the Alhe, 
were not lo coiuplctely routed, that the grand ohj-ret 01 ' 
tltc ficge of Maefiricht could be arconiplnhed. I li.y 
retired under the cannon ot t/iis city ait( r [;ciiig hcaien, 
and left Loms XV. not only the glory ol a iecona victoij, 
but tile full liberty of purfiiing ail hisoperat onsinlAitci. 
Brabant. 'I he Kni^lilh troops fignalized thernlelves ag;yin 
in this battle, by making ’tlie braved refinance. l!ul 
Saxe himfelf charged them at the head ot lome bngatic s. 
The French lod the Count de Bavietc, naturai-brothei 
of the late hrjiperor Charles VII. ; the Marquis de FrouLc, 
a Ficld-MarfiTaf,' and a moll promifing young man ; 
Colonel Dillon, a name in high repute with the Irifn 
Brigades; Brigadier F.rlach, an excellent ofiicer; the 
Marquis d’Autichamp, aiul the Count d’Anbctene, 
the bi other ot him who was killed at the (icge ot Brut- 
fels, 'The numb :r. of the (lain was confiucrable. I'hc 
Marquis de Bonac, whofe father had acquired great 
reputation as an Ambalfador, lod a leg. The young 
Mar(|uis de Segur had an arm taken od. He had lair, at 
the point of death tor a long time with the wound Ik had 
formerly received, and had but jiui: recovered, \\n:n 
this new difadcr redu(;^d him to the lame cond'tion. 1 ne 
King laid to the Count de Segur, his lather, our loii 

merited to be invulnerable.” The lols was nearly equal 
July 2, 1747. 
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on both fulcs. Between five and fix thoufand men killed 
or wounded on each part fignailzed this day. The 
%n-]p- of France made it famous 'by his fpeech to Ge- 
neral Ligonier, who was brought to him a prdoner : 

‘‘ Would \t not be better (faid the King to him) to 
think ferionfly of peace, thm to dcllroy lo many 
brave men This General Officer of the Engliffi 
army was born his fubjeef, and the King placed him at 
his table; but natives of Scotland, thomdi officers in 
the French fervice, had been put to an ignominious 
death in England for the unfortunate enterprize of 
Prince Charle^-Edward 

After every vifiory, after every conored, Louis XVL 
always proifered peace, ‘but in vain ; he \v o. not lillened 
to. The Allies depended on the Lie our or the KuL 
fians; on their Licceh in Italy; on thi^ alre: arioii in the 
aovernmeiK of Holland, wh. ch v.oiild give birth to 
new armies ; on the Cucks of the Empve and on die 
fuperiority of the Ensldh lleet^ whicli conirantly me- 
\ iiaced the polkrffi )n> of France in Afia and Lmeiica. 
\jfhe fruit of this viclury as ilill wanting. It was 
rdLlved to lay ficge to Beigcn-op-zoMm a pla^e deciued 
impregnable, lefs on account of its being the mailer- 
niece of the celebrated engineer Colno n, tmin l)cc,cale it 
was continually fupplied with ivnmunition and all 
kinds of nccellaries by the river ^er^lvAi^hich toims 
an arm of the lea behind it. Bclideruicle advantages, 
and a numerous garriion, there were hnes near the ror- 
lihcations, and in thefe lines a body ot tioop^^ WiUcii 
could at every inltanc relieve the tovv^n. 

Of all the fieges that had e%er been formed tins 
perhaps was the mold dillicult. cunaiai of 

it was o-iven to Count de Lowendtvak who hao alreadv 
taken part of Dutch Brabant. This Gcncirf a nauve ot 
Denmark, had been in the Ruffian Icrv'ce. i Ic nad dil- 
timruilbed himlelt at the allauks or Oc/..dvO.%, vmui 


* Thb is nn unfair and invidious coinra'd'on. An o-.p v.nr 
a clandclline rcd)cllion are very ditlcient caici, anu lo 
in the Law of Nations. 
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vhcRufTians forced the Janifiarles in that city. He IjKifr* 
rtlmod all the kinginJges ol Europe-, he knew all 
Courts, their politics, tiie genius of the feveral .inhabitants, 
^nd their manner of fighting-, and had at lalt given the 
preference to the French fervicc, into whidi, through 
the fricndlhip of Mailhal Saxe, he w^s received in the 
rank of Lieutenant-Ch'neral. 

The Frencli and the Allies, the befieged and even 
jhe befiegers thcnifcives, all thought the eiuerpnze 
would fail. Eoweiulhal was almoll the only j)eiion 
who feemed to think the I'uccels certain, h^very inea- 
furc was taken by the Allies; the garriibn was run-* 
forced; provifions of all forts arrived by the Sehcld ■ 
the artillery was well lerved , tlte befieged made ieverai 
failles ; attacks were made by a cunfiderabie body □]' 
troops whieii proreTed the lines near the cny, .nid 
mine - wc re fprung in feveral places. A licknels ainoiedi 
the befiegt'i s, encamped on an unwholeloine ipot, lec-vnu d 
the icfdlance of tlie gari ilon. \ hele t ontagious dilcn'dci ^ 
rendeud mure than twenty thoufand of the Frencl) army 
incapable of Icrvice; but their place wms eafily liipplied ^ 
At lall, afier three weeks open trenches, Count 1 vv- 
endlial demonllrated that there are occahoiis wliei^/ it o, 
necclla y to i\o beyond the (llablifbcd rules oi art. d he 
brcamies were not vet pradicable ; but theie were fiuec 
>vorks fi daiuagedi, tiic ravelin of Edein, and 

bahions, one nf v/hndi was called the M.iideig anvi t'-ie 
other tin. Lohorn. 'fhe General i elolv« d to can } :iir 
town by an adault on tiiek' thiee places at (>nie'^. 

'ihedncMch in regular engagements oiu n lind tlicn 
vquab, a,.d fonictiines tlieir mailers, in the art oi wai , 
bti: tfr \ iiave n<»> .^hnils in tliole coups-dc-nniin, and in 
tl) .fe r.iird c nteiqiri/.es, vvheie impetuofity, agibgv, and 
aidour, furrnount all oblbi Ics. 1 lie troig)^ having re- 
,.cived their ord.m in wiiilp'cis, and all l.wing reatiy m 
ihc .:e..d of ihe night, wdun tlie benegrd tnought tin in- 
felves in Ic^nnt'/, they defceiuled into the tollec *:nd 
^an to tl.e tinxe bixit^hes. 'I'welve grenadiers alnne 
inade thcnif.Kes nvilers of the fort of hdem, kilhng 
a!! w'iio i'dlilcd, and making the rdl throw down tncit 
^ Sepumber jy, 17^7. 
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j>:Tns in dilmay The Maiden and the Cohorn were 
alTailed and earned with tlie lamt| vivacity ; the troops 
climbin;:^ in crouvis. Every thing is carried •, they 
pufla on to> the ramparts, where* they torni; and enter 
rhe city wait bayonets fixed. The Marquis de Lujac 
leized on the gate learling to the harbour, the Comman- 
dant of that fortrefs furrendering at diferetion. All the 
other forts were lurrendered in the fame manner. The 
old Baron de Cromllrom, who commanded within the 
rown, lied to the lines. The Prince of Hen'e-Pliilipiladt 
making fome refillancc in the ftreets with two regiments, 
rh.e one Scotch and the other Swifs, they were cut to 
pieces. I'he rell (.f the, garrifon fled towards the l.nes 
for protct^lion, and fpread terror where-ever they came, 
hill the fliglit became general, and arms, provifions, 
baggage, and every thing elfe was abandoned, d'he 
ciiy was pillaged bv the viclonous troops. I'hey feized, 
in the King’s name, on feventeen large barges in the 
port, laden with ammunition of all forts, and refrclh- 
Vuents lent t ) the befieged by ddle^enc cities of Hoi- 
On the chelfs were written in large charaders, 
PW the invincible gnTifon» of Bergen-op-zoom.” 
'I'he King, when he received the news, male Count 
Eowciull.ai a Maifiial or France. The lurpnze was 
very nreat at J ,ondon : but the conilcrnation through- 
out Holland was inexpielliblc, -md ‘'a!niy of the 
Allies were diduMrtened. Norw ithllanding all this good 
mrruii'% itw is ftill very difficult to conquer Maefcncht, 

1 his( lucrpii/e was rel'.rvrd lor the \ear 174^- Marlhal 
Sexe faid, 1 hat the peace lay in Maeilncht.” 

rhe Campaign was ope.jed \vith«t^^reparaticms icr 
this impoit.mt fiegc. Neaily the lame inealures were 
to be taken as at the fie[»;o ot Kamui •, to open to them* 
Iclvcs and iecure all the avcnejvs, to force an entue 
army to letreat, and to render it incapable to a(^t. 1 his 

was the molt Ikilful manoeuvre ot the whole war. 1 Ire 
enterprize could not l'uccec\l, but by engaging the 
enemy to change their pofitionr. ‘ was neccllary to 
deceive them, and, at the lame time, to keep the real 
object a fccrcc from their -own army, 1 he marcacs muH 
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bcro('oinhiiu\l,th- ' cMch march Ihould deceive the cncnr, , 

and licit -all iliia !d 'inUver the main delij’ii. Ml n, , 
v. as planned by i hiilhal Saxe, and arranpetl by Moi, , 

dcCicmllle. * , • , 

'1 he enemy w i'i n fii'll- to believe tli.it the h ren. ii 
had a delipn on lb da. 'I'hc M.irlhal hiinhlf conilui'. 1 
a lai';e convoy lo Ib rgen-oji-zoom, at the head ot tweiry. 
five '"’thoiirand men, and lecmcd to turn his back on 
Maelbicht*. Anotiierdivifion marched at the lame t:me 
to Tirlemonr, on the road to Liege another to Toii- 
gres ; another threatened Luxemburg; and all .at laft 

marched towards Maelbicht on the right and on the left 

of the Meute. . 

The Allie.s, feparated into different bodies, did not 
tliicover the Marllial’s delign till it was too late to op- 
pole it. The city found itlclf inverted f on both iRles 
of the liver, fo that no fuccours could portibly enter. 
The enemy, to llie number ot near eighty thoulanil iiKn, 
were at Mazeik and at Ruremonde ; and the Duke ot 
Cumberland could do no more than be a witnels of 

the taking of Maertricht. , 

To combat this conffant fupcriority of the h r^ilcli, 
the Aurtrians, linglifh, and Dutch, expedej ihirty-live 
thoufand Kurtians inlfead of liity thouhiml, onwhaii 
number they liad at firlf relied. 'J'his luccour, whith 
came iromTw*!' m tiillance, arrived at lall. 1 he Kul- 
lians were alri ally in l-raruonia ; an iiulefatigahie let 
of men, accurtomed to the moll rigid ihlcijiline. J licy 
rtept upon the bare ground, coveicd only Vvitli ,i (ingle 
cloak, and often upon tlic inow ; the lO.ulctl; t o,, 
faiisfitd them ; ,gnd -at this time they had not mui imk 
in any one regiment of their army. W hat nugnt len- 
der this fuccour Hill more important was, that the 
Kurtians never defert ; their religion dilkrmg from all 
the otlier Latin Communions, their language having 
no relation to the rell, and their averfion to llrangei-., 
rendering deleition, lo frequent in other armies, totally 
unknown among lIrvTri-. in a word, it was the lame Na- 
tion who had conquered the 'I'urks and the Svvedes. 
But the Ruflian ioldiers, who h.id become Uuh cx- 


Aptil 5, 1/4^. 
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ccllcnt troops, were at this time in want of p;ood of- 
ficers. i rKicional troops ]en|,‘v/ i;o.'/ 'o but 

their Captains did not know liow to .and ; and 
they had go longer a Munich, "a Lalci, a Kcil, nor a 
Lowendhal, to head them. 

While Marlhal Saxe beheged Maeftricht, the Allies 
put all Eurojie in motion. They prepared tor a re- 
newal of the war in Italy with frelli vigour, and the En- 
glifli had already attacked the French fcttlements in 
iVfia and America. It will now be neceffary to ob- 
fnve the great exploits they perfoi.ned with a fmall 
force, both in the old and in the new world. 


CHAP. XXVIL 

Voyage of Admiral Anjon round the Globe, 

.i^RANCE or Spain cannot be at war with England, 
.W' but the Hiock given in Europe mud be tek to the 
exnt^mitics of the earth. If the indullry and bravery 
of our modern Nations boall an advantage over the reft 
of the globe, and beyond all antiquity, it is owing to 
our maritime expeditions. We are not perhaps lo much 
aftonilhed as might be expected, lent out 

from the ports of i rconlidcrable Provinces, Icarce known 
in former times by the ancient civilized Nations, one 
lingle ihip of which would have deft toyed all the fleets 
of the Greeks and Homans. On one fide, theie fleets 
tail beyond the Ganges to light batdes^with eaclf* other 
in fight of the molt: poweiful EmpTres, which remain 
the quiet fpedlators of an art and a rage which have not 
yet reached them ; on the other, they go b(^yQnd Ame- 
rica, and conteft for Oaves in a new world. 

The lucccls is feldom propoitionablc to thefe enter- 
prizes, not only becaufe all the obftacles are not fore- 
feen, but bccaufe the means areTeldom adequate t,o the 
end propofed. 


Admiral 
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Admiral Anfon’s voyap;c fliews clearly, what an in ^ 
telligcnt and rclohire *m.in ir-ay accomph’lli, notwith- 
iiandin^ dctcciive p'cjxu'anons and cxcefTlve |)erils. 

We may recollect, tint when F/ giai.d declared war 
againll Sj)ain in lyyo, the Mmi!:ry lent Admiral Ver- 
non to the Ciulph oi Mexico-, that he there dcflroyed 
Porto-Bello, and faded in his at’empt on Carthagena. 
George Anion was onh*red at die lame time to make an 
irrupiion into the Kim t!om of Ihui by tlie Soinh Sea, 
in order to ruin if j^olllblc'. or at leah t > weaken, at both 
extremities, the cxienlive conegadhs width Spain had 
made in this [)ait ot the woiid. Anion was made 
Commodore, tli.u is to lav, Commander or a Squadron. 
'Lhey gave 1 dm five Hops of the line; a kind of Imall 
irig.ite mounting einlii guns, and carrv ing about one 
hundred men *, and two jnivate ihips huleii with, provi- 
lions and mci c'niiid!/'. . 'rhcle t*’. o vcllels wmTc to tany 
on a trafiic in idvour of the enterpr./e ; for it i-* pecu- 
liar to tliC Im.;J 111 to ( oimect commerce widi Wc:;. 
The whole c e\v ot this huMdion confided onlv of touj^d 
reen liundrcd men, . mongll wlirim tliere were leyem^^ 
old invalids, and tv.ohmu.icd vomu’ lecrints. d his^'v/as 
but a \'cry imall i(n.e, emd t!a \ laded too lam in ti e 
year; for this a ni.miciit (i:d not me- to lla ’till the end 
of Sept( 111 be I I ; . o. 

Anion lieefTlf the ill.ind cd Madeira, belongire? ro 
Portugal. lie advar.rcxi to C .ipe \’erv), anel Ciiuuci 
along the coall oi' Lr. lil. ! le put into a little itl.n/i 
called St. C.mharine, winch isa]\\..ys covered with ver- 
dure and with fruits, in the ar.li eh,! ice of the fouthern 
latitude; and aj^er \ oadling alc-iyu; the ( old and uncul- 
tivated coumry or t!ie Paragonians, ol’ whieh lo manv 
fables have been invented, tow a 0. the end ot lebru,n\, 
1741, }u eiKcrcd the Sireiglit c.f La Mane, bevoiKi one 
IiundKci degrees latitude, ai d got clear ot it in fvc 
moritl'/j. U'he little flocq) ol enu'u. runs, n. med ' he 
Trial, was the liift of t;ic k nd i.'iat ! ad 'eiirurcd t(> 
double Cape llorn.'^Siie afiei .,ar .s u- a: ganiiiilk'g 
of fix hundred tuns in the South ‘J^- ti , s • i C V. t e \V i. vJ ^ i 
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not comprehend their being taken by a bark coming 
from England into the Pacific Ctean. ^ 

However, in doubling Cape Ilorn, after, havinc^ pafTcd 
the Strei^ht of L.e Mairc, An^on’^ Ic^uadron was buf- 
feted by very fevere (terms, and difperfed. An inve- 
terate feurvy likcwife diftroyed one-half of his people ; 
and the Commodore’s vefiel alone made the delart ifland 
of Fernandes in the South Sea, in their way back to- 
wards the tropic of Capricorn. 

rhe rational reader, who mufiiobferve with fome degree 
of horror the prodigious pains that men take to render 
thcmlelves and their fellow-creatures unhappy, will learn 
with fatisfadion that Anion, finding in this ifiand a mod 
ferene climate and fertile foil, fowed on it the feeds of 
feveral plants and fruits, and fome nuts, which he had 
taken with him, and which foon after covered the whole 
ifland. Some Spaniards who put in there a few years 
after, and fince then had been carried prifoners to En- 
gland, judged that it could be no other tiian Anfon who 
had repaired the evils of war by this liberal adion, and 
\thanked him as their benefador. 

’He found upon the coall agrpat many fea lions, whofe 
niiJes fought defpcrately with each other for the females ; 
and his people were ailoniflied to fee a number of 
goats in the plains with their ears cut, which lerved to 
verify the adventures of one Selki^ ar.^Englifnman, 
who, being left upon tiiis ifland, haiTTived there feveral 
years. Let m( bb permitted to foften by the relation 
of thefe little circumllances a melancholy hillory which 
is only a recital of murders and calamities. A moie 
interelting ubfervation was that qf the variatioiiot the 
compals, which was found confofiafable to tlalky’s 
fyftem. The Needle followed cxadly the route which 
this great Allronomer had traced ior it^ He gave 
laws lo the magnetic powers, as Newton had done to 
all Nature : and this little fqtiadron, which traverfed . 
unknown leas only witli a view ot plunder, provea uie- 
ful to philofophy witliout deiiguus.^ it, 

Anfon, who was on boai'U a.iixuy-gnn In p, having 
been joined bv another maiiofwar, min the i iiai 
VoL. HI. ' N 
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took fcveral pretty confulcrablc prizes in cruizing 
off this I Hand of Fernandes. But Toon after, advancing 
towards tlie equino6lial line, he ventured to attack the 
city of Paita, ruuated ort the fame coail of America. He 
did not make ufe of his m^n of war, nor yet ot the re- 
mainder of his crew, in attempting this bold ftroke. 
Fifty foldiers in a row-boat performed this expedition. 
They landed in the night ; the furprize was llidden ; 
and the confufion and diforder being redoubled by dark- 
nefs, multiplied and augmented the danger. 

The Governor, the garrifon, and the inhabitants, fled 
on ail firtes. The Governor went up the country, got 
together about three hundred horfe, and raifed the mi- 
litia in the neighbouring places. The fifty Knglifli 
foldiers in the mean time, for three days together, tran- 
fported to their fhips the treafures they found in the 
Cuffom-houfe and in private houfes without the leafl in- 
terruption. The negro-flaves who did not fiy (a Iperies 
of animals who belong to the firll that feizes on them , 
aiTilled in carrying ofi' the riches of their former malfcr^g 
The men of war then approached the town, and the Gy- 
vernor had neither tlie courage to returU into the city a.id 
ciefend it, nor the prudence to treat with t!ic con(]Uero;-s 
for the ranfom of the place aiul of the remaining ef- 
fects. Anion tlu'refore ordered Paita to he reduced to 
afics, and tlTen’^fe*: fail, liaving plundered the S[)an}ards 
with as much cale as they had formerly Ihipped the 
Americans The lofs fuflaincd by the Spaniards amount- 
ed to upwards of fifteen hundred thouland pialbcs, and 
the Fnglilh gained about one hundred and eighty 
tho’jfand, whici^ added to the prizes taken before, al- 
ready ciiriclicd the f-piadron ; and the great number 
tiken off by the feurvy, left a larger lharc lor tlie lin- 
vivors. I'his little Iqiiadron appeared afterwards olr 
Panama, on the Pearl eoall:, and advanced to Acapulco, 
at the b.u k ci* Mexico. '1 he (lovernment at Madrul 
were ignorant at tliis time of the tlanger they were in ot 
lofingchac confider^bhc part of the globe. 

If Admiral Vernon, wlio had bcficged Carthagena on 
the Oj}pofite lea, had fiicceedcd, he might have aflUbd 

Coni' 
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Commodore Anfon. The Ifthmus of l^inama to the 
right and left would have been ]taken by the Englifli, 
and the centre of the Spanifh dominions loft. 

The Spanidi Adminiftration, long before apprifed of 
this, had taken its precautions, which an unparalleled 
misfortune rendered ufclefs. 1 hey had provided againft 
Anfon’s fquadron by a more numerous fleet, with 
a greater number of men and more cannon, under the 
command of Don Jofeph Pizarro. The fame tempefls 
which had afkiiled the Englifla, difperfed the Spaniards 
before they could make the Streight of Le Maire, 
They were not only attacked with the fame feurvy 
which had carried off half the Englidi, but the provi- 
fions they expefted from Buenos Ayres not arriving, 
famine was added to the diftemper, Two of their fhips, 
whofe crews were at the point of death, were bulged on 
the coafts, and two more were fliipvvrecked. The 
Commander was obliged to leave his own fldp at Buenos 
Ayres, becaufe there were not hands enough left to fleer 
Jier, and this (hip could not be repaired under three 
'^rs •, fo that he returned to Spain in 1746 with not 
quite an hundred men, out of swo thoufand feven hun- 
dred that he carried out : a fatal event, which ferves to 
ihew that the fea-fervice is moredangerous than thatot the 
land-, fince, independent of engagements, they are almofl 
af.vays liable to the moll horrible dar^^s ahd the moil 

dreadful extremities. , , , , . 

The mistortimcs of Pizarro left Anfon cit full libcit) 
in the South-Sea; but the lols he had lullained .on hu 
part, put it out of his power to undertake 

derable enterprizes by land, efpeciallvju^e ' 

from his prifoners of the fiilurc ot the hege of Cartii.- 
pena, and that Mexico had been tecured. 

Anfon then centered all his Ichemes and h;s grea. 
hopes in the Angle objed of taking an immenle gal.eon 
which the Mexicans fend every year into t :e ^ 

Seas to the Ifland of Manilla, the capital 'd'l.e i nipv 
pines, fo called becaule they werediKOveuf ni t e *c.q 
of Philip II. 
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This galleon, laden with filver, would not ftir out of 
port while any Englil|:i fliips were Icen on the coaiis, nor 
let htil till a confiderable time after their departure. 
I'he Commodore therefore traverled the l^acific Ocean, 
and ail the climates oppofuc to Africa, between our tro- 
pic and the equator. Avarice, rendered honourable by 
fatigue and danger, made him run over the whole globe 
with two men ot war. The feurvy purlned his crew to 
thefe feas ; and one of the Ihips proving leaky in feveral 
parts, they were obliged to abandon and burn her at fea, 
leil lome ot her wreck Htould be carried into any of the 
Spamlh 1 Hands, and prove ierviceable to them. Idic 
jcmainder of the lailors and marines belonging to tlii'. 
ihip were taken on board the Centurion, tlie Commo 
dorc’s Hiip, which, with two Hoops, were all that re- 
mained of his Iquadron. The Centurion, which had 
lingly efcaped fo many dangers, but was greatly iin. 
paired, and had almoll all lier crew fick, hapj)iiy lu’ 
tiiem, put into one of the Marianne I Hands called 'I n 
nnm, at this time almoH entiicly delerccd •, and whciy 
pcopded, it contained fcarcely thirty thouland fouls, ^ 
greatelt part of whom had perilhed by an epidenficai 
diieafe, and the remainder had been tranfported to anc 
tiler I Hand by the Spaniards. 

Their refidence at Tinian faved the crew. This IHanc, 
more iertik: tjian that of Fernandes, prefented on al: 
iides wood, Ipring-water, tame animals, fruit, vegetable- 
and every thing that was neceflary for food, for the con- 
veniencics of iHc, and for refitting a fliip. But the niuir 
iingufar thing they found on it was a tree the talle o' 
wiioF fruit refemb^ed the bcH: bread : a real treafurc, 
wiiich, if it vvcre^oHiblc to tranlport it into cur climates 
w'oiild be far preterable to chofc imaginary riches Ibatcli- 
id from the extremities of the globe in the midll: ot the 
greaidl perils. From this IHand they coalled along that 
of Formula, and fleered to Macao towards Chin i, at the 
entrance of ihe river Canton, lo complete the repair oi 
the r;ii!y rcmaining^lK’p. 

M:n ao during one liuiKlred and fifty years has belonged 
ij the Forcugucl'c. Ihe Emperor of China permuted 

them 
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them to build a town in this little IQand, which is only 
a rock, but was necefiary for thdr commerce. The 
Chinele fron^ that time have never Violated the privileocs 
granted to the Portuguefc. This fidelity, ’in my opi- 
nion, invalidares the tellimony of the Engllfli author who 
has pubiiflied the hiftory of this expedition of Admiral 
Anion*. This hidorian, in other rclp:6ls judicious, 
infirudfive, and a good citizen, never mentions the 
Chinele but as a contemptible people, without fidelity 
and without induftry. As to their indullry, it is indeed 
of a different nature from ours ; and as to their manners, 
I imagine wc fhould form our judgment of a powerful 
Nation rather from its Governors than froiu the popu- 
lace at the extremities of a province. It appears to 
me, that the faith of treaties oblerved by tiie Govern- 
ment for a century and a half, docs moie honour to the 
Chinele, than they derive lliame fiom the avarice and 
ticachery of a low race of p-ople inhabiting one of the 
jea-coalls of this vail empire. Mull the moll ancient 
and the bell pol cied Nation in the world be inlulted, 
Ivcaufe Tome poor wretches wanted to defraud iht En- 
ghfii by little thefts and illicit profits of the twenty thou- 
iandth part of what the f nglilh had taken by force 
from the Spaniards in tliC Chinefe Sea It is not long 
iince travellers had experienced much greater opprel- 
lions in more than one countiy of Europe. \\ hat would 
a Chinele have laid, if, having been llitptvrcckeel on the 
coalls of England, he had feen the inhabitants running 
in crowds greedily to feize before his face on all his 
Ihipw recked effeefts ? 

The C(nmmodore having put his fliip into very ^ood 
condition at Macao by the alfillance the Chinele, and 
having received on board fome Indian and Dutch lailors 
wlio appeared to him to be uletul hands, let lail again, 
leigning to go to Batavia, and even giving it out lo to 
his crew •, but having in reality no other dcugn than to 
tccLirn to the Philippine Illands in puriuitot luc galleon, 
^Diich he prclumcd would now be m ^ihis latitude, Aji 

• Cheated aa Admiral upoi ins rcun n 

^ j fooa 
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foon a$ he was out at fea, he imparted his projcft to his 
people. The idea of fo rich a prize inl'pired them wit[| 
Joy and hope, and redoubled their courage. ,In fine, on 
the 9th of June, 1743,* they difeovered this fo much de- 
fircd Ihip advancing towards Manilla. It moCmted fixty- 
four guns, twenty-eight of which were only four-poun- 
ders. The crew confifted of five hundred and fifty 
men. The treafiire it carried amounted to no more than 
about fiitren hundred thoufand piaftres in filver, with 
lome cochineal ; for the whole trealure, which is com- 
monly ot twice that amount, having been divided, had 
been tranfported in another galleon. 

The Conimodoi'v" had only two hundred and forty men 
on board the Centurion. The* Captain of the galleon^ 
perceiving the enemy, chofe rather to rilk the treakirc 
than to lofe his honour by flying from an Engliihmanc^ 
and boldly crowded all his iail to come to engage him. 

The rage of feizing on riches, which is ftronger than 
the duty of preferving them tor a Sovereign ; the ex- 
pertnels of the Pmgljfh, and the fkilful manoeuvres of 
the Commodore ; gained him the viv^tory. He had ot^ 
two men killed in the engagement. The galleon'ioll 
fixty-i'even, and had eighty-four wounded ; yet ftill tl.c 
Captain had more people left than the Commodore when 
he fgrrendered. I'he conqueror returned to Canton 
with this r’l^h prize- and there fupported the Iionour of 
his Nation, by rflufing to pay the hmpeior of China ihc 
duties which are laid on all foreign fliips. J le infillea 
that a man of war was not j'ubje^ to any, and liis rrlo- 
lutioii carried the point. The (jovernor of Canton gav;’ 
him Uii audience, to which he was c< ndiicked through a 
double file of iWdkffi, to thenuniber of ten thouland; after 
which he returned home by ilic Iflands ofSunda and tlic 
Cape of G(;od Hope. Having liuis made the tour of the 
world vic^Loriccjs, lie landed in P'ngland on the 4th oi 
June, 1744, alter a vovage of lliree years and a half. 

' He cauled the trcafurcs he had taken to be earned to 
London in triump|i jn thirty-two waggons, amicllf th^ 
acclainaiioo^i pf the populace and the mufic of drunis 
and trumpets. His prizes in filver and gold wereelli- 

in:ucd 
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jfiated at ten millions of French money, which were the 
foie property of the Commodore, his officers, failors, and 
foldiers ; the King claiming no p|rt of the fruit of their 
fatigues and of their valour. I'hefe riches foon circu- 
lating in the Nation, contributed to enable her to fupport 
the immenfe expences of the war. 

Some^common privateers, however, took more confi- 
dcrable prizes. Captain I'albot with a fingle veffel 
took two French fliips, which he imagined at hrh came 
from Marcinico, and contained only common merchan- 
dize-, but thefe two Maloqin veffiels having been freighted 
by the Spaniards before war had been declared berween 
France and England, thought to return home in fafety. 
A Spaniard, who had been Governor of Peru, was oa 
b )ardi one of thefe Ihips and they wtre both laden with 
treafures confiding of gold, filver, diamonds, and the 
moll valuable merchandize*. This pnze was ellimated 
at twenty-fix millions of livres. The privateer’s crew 
were fo aftoniflied at the riches they law, that they did 
not condefeend, as uiual, to take aw'ay the jewels which 
the Spaniffipalfengers v/ore. Though there wasfcarce any 
tirat had not a Iword mounted in gold, and a diamond 
ring upon his finger, yet they did not touch one of 
them ; and when Talbot arrived with his prizes Ir/e at 
Kinfale, in Ireland, he gave twenty guineas to each or 
the failors and to all the Spanifli iervants. 

The booty was divided between pfivatecis, one 
qf which had teen Talbot’s companion but kit him 
to purfue, though without luccels, another veffel named 
the Efperance, which was the rlcheft of the thiej;. 
iailor of the two privateers had eight hundred and nicy 
guineas for his fhare. The two Cuptaiiis had each t iree 
thoufand five hundred guineas and the rcmaindei was 
divided amon" the owners of the privateers, after it ac 
been tranfported in triumph from Briltol t© Lone on in 
forty- three waggons. The greateff part of 
was lent to the King himleU, who paid interelt for it 
the proprietors. Ikiis fingle prize was worth more than 
a year’s revenue of all i'laiulers‘ One may judge how 

N a 
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far fuch adventures encouraged the Englifli to go a-cruiz- 
ing, and raifed the hopjes of one part of the Nation, who 
favv fuch prodigious advantages arifing in the midft of 
the public calamities. . 


C H A P. XXVIIL 

Lonijl^urg. Sea Engagements. Immenfe Prizes made by 
the Englijh, 

A nother enterprize, begun later than that of 
Admiral Anfon, (hews what a Nation may ac- 
complilli which is at once commercial and warlike. I 
mean the fiege of L.ouilburgh. 'Phis was not an ope- 
ration of the Cabinet- Council at L.ondon : it was the 
fruit of the valour of feme private merchants in New- 
Enghind. T his Colony, one ot the moll llounfliing be- 
longing to the h.nglifn Nkition, is fituated at about eightv 
leagues dillance f.om thelHand ot i.ouilhurg, or LaT'C 
Breton an Kland at that time ot great imyortance fo 
ih.e French, be.ng lituated towards the mouth of the river 
Sr. Laurence, which is the key to their polkllions in 
North- Anicr«Lca. '1 h s territory had been confirmed to 
Fiance by the pSce of Utrecht. Tiie cod-hllitry car- 
jicd on in thole parts was the fource ot an advantageous 
commerce, which employed annually above Hve hun- 
dred veifcls belonging to Bayonne, St Jean de Luz, 
HaVit;-de-Grace, and other fea ports in France ; and 
they brought ITbmt at leall three thou band tons of oil 
proper for a variety of manufadurcs. It was a nurler^ 
foi lailors and the commerce in oil, joined to that of 
the coci bfliery, g^ive employment to ten thoufand men, 
and circulated ten millions ot money. 

i\ merchant, of the name of Vaughan, propofed to his 
fellow-countrymen pf jSJew- England to raile troops to 
bcfiegc l>ouilbiirg. This idea was received with ap- 
plaule ; and a lottery was fet on foot, the produce ot 

which 
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v/hrch paid a fmall army of four thoufand men, which 
was raifed, accoutred, and provided with tranfports at 
the foie expence of the inhabitant!. They nominated a 
<}eneral •, but it was neceffary to have the confent of the 
Court of London, and the aflillance of fome lliips of 
war. "1 he requifuion was no fooner made than granted. 
The Court font Admiral Warren with four men of war 
to proted this enterprize of a whole country. 

Louilburg was a place that might have been defend- 
ed, and have rendered all thefc efforts ufelefs, if it had 
been provided with lufiicienc ammunition *, but it is the 
fate of moft fettlemcnts at a diflance, that we very rarely 
fend them what is necelfary in proper time. On the firlf 
news of the preparation’s making againft this Colony* 
the French Miniiter of the marine department fenc off a 
fixty-four gun Hi ip laden with every thing that was 
wanting at l..ouiibiirg. This flup arrived jufl to be 
taken the entrance of the harbour by the Englifli, 
The Governor of the town, after a vigorous detence of 
fifty days, was obliged to furrendcr. The Fnglilh pre- 
fenbed their own terms; one of which was, that they 
rh'f^miclves would tranfport the garrilon and all the inha- 
bitants, aiUouniing to two thbuland people, to france. 
Some months after they were lurpnfeci at Brcll to lee an 
entire French Colony left upon their flrand by Fngliili 

The taking of Louilburg was bWdes fual to the 
French EalLInd, a Company, which had undertaken to 
farm the fur trade ot Canada; lo that their fhips,on their 
return from India, often came and anchored at* Louil- 
burrr. Two large fbips belonging to the Company ar- 
rived there immediately after it wV^ tAen and furren- 
dered. This was not all : a fatality^ not Ids fmgular 
farther enriched the new polfdfors ot Cape^ Breton. A 
large (hip named the Kfperance, which had dcaped t ie 
privateers, thought, like the others, that Ihe 1 lou 
fate in the harbour of Iduiilburg, and liketheiii was o . 
Tlie lading of thole three Ihipi, c.ime trom eUe 

heart of Alia and America only to luireiivier them e 
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;ii u]\> rn.i’HK'r, nnioinitecl to twenty- i)\ t* millions 
ifxu's. ll n>ir K 1 a time* has l)rcn allowed to h 
oniiu* old wefiliy fav that the Rn/^lifhin one\, ^ 

won ar thv- yam adowc tltree millions ol iivres llerli , 
The e(>[K]iicrnts "ot only mule lure oi keepin^^ [)oi, 
lion ot 1 -oiiilinn >: Tor t ver, but they made |)re[)aratu r, 
for (ei/inn on all \dnv I' i ante. 

It !]'ioiild leem ho\\(“V(0\ as ir the b’n diHi on'rlij 
have iinderrakcn moic imp* >1 rant maritime eniei pn, 
for t lie V had at r: 's time fix men of war ofonf huin ej 
ouns, thirteen of nmerv, fifteen ot e p'-tv, twenry-idv ct 
ieventy, thirty-rh ec' oi lixt), thirty {even trom litt\ to 
fifcv-tonr*, atul under tins rate, irom t!ie lai-jpell triy.acs 
of forty nuns clov/n to the leail, tlu*y rrekoned one inia- 
dreil and litceen : they had belities i(vjrteen bomb-vcn'(^p 
and ten fire-lliip^ : in all, two hundred and fixty-thietr 
Jliips 01 \\ \r. [dclities iettcr-ol- marque lloops and fian- 
fpoits. I'his navy was provided with forty thoulan i 
failors. No Nation ever polle fled Inch a maritime forcr. 
All thefc iliips could not be arriied at once : farfiom 
it; the nunilK’r v)t ;nen was too difproportionate. Bet 
in Hne, in the ye.trs 1746 and 1747, tlie Knglifli haJa 
cne time a feet in the IriHi and Scotch Teas, another ;r 
Spiihead and another in tfie ball:- Indies, anotlier of: 
Jamaica, .ininher at Antigua, and they ftill kept licr.iip 
out new litas as octalioi^ reeju/red. 

France was (jlTfjged to act on the defenfive by Tea dir- 
ir.-; tlic wiicjie war, having in all only th rty-h vc linps (;i 
the line to('ppo.'( t/rs ror:n ’d.U)]e power. It became eve.'; 
Oay more d:/iht in'r to ;up)'(n. the Colo/nes. IfLirg ' 
/upjilj ’ we-r rot lent chem, they remamec! entirely at 
the iiKK y (U iTte W.iybth iVets. it the convoys let tail 
fiom h’umce or fn^m the lllanos, they ran the riik ot 
bemy, tiiken, with the flfips that elcorted them. In lad., 
the hrenth luliered lomerinus ilie moll terrible lollls ; 
for a fleet rt mei(Ii.mrmcn euemiiiglrom brance to Mar- 
tinico e{aivoy(.d bv lour men ot war, was met by an 
Lnglifli licet, iduity^of the merchant- Ihips were taken, 
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funk, or run aHiore *, anti t of the jnen o ,;ay^ 

^vhicli was un ci;^[ity-[nin fh;j;, hdi into ihc ihsc 

t^nemy. , » 

J\ Vruitlefs attempt vras unde ;:o pak to 
iica, in orcitr to uLtcinpt the icnkirr^of Cape Breton, or 
to dell roy t tic Bhydr'h Colony of Annapolis, in Nova- 
S'c'otia. 'I'lic I )ukc cl’Anville, ot the Houle of Roche- 
loucauit, was lent there with fourteen Ihips of war. He 
was a man of great bravery, and endowed with that po- 
litenefs which the JM-ench alone preferve am id ft the fero- 
city which is remarkable in the lea-iervice •, but his bo- 
dily llrength was not equal to the greatnefs of his 
ioul. I k died of ficknefs on the favage coaft of Che- 
bufto, after having icch h:s fleet diiperfed by a violent 
jlorm. Several of tnc fhips were loft, and others were fepa- 
rated fo far from reft, that they lell into the hands of 
the Englilh. 

However, it often happened that expert officers, who 
convoyed fleets of French merchantmen, knew how to 
condud them home in fafety, notwithftanding the nu» 
merous fleets of the enemy. 

’A very fuccefsful inftance of this was given in the 
fkilful condud of Monf. du Bois de la Motte, at that 
time Captain of a man of war, who, as he was conduding 
a convoy of eighty lail from the french- American 
Iflands, was attacked by an cntiie Iquadroij, and had the 
dexterity to draw all the enemy’s {irc*tipon himlelt, whil^ 
his convoy flipt away, which he afterwards rejoined and 
conducted to Port Royal, in St. Domingo. iM'om thence 
he engaged the enemy a lecond time, and brought home 
to France upwards of fixty iail •, but of courfe the En- 
gldh navy in the end deftroyed that^f Fiance, anJ ruined 
Its commerce. 

One of their moil fip-nal advantages at fea was the en- 
gagement off Cape Finillerre ; an engagement in which 
they took fix of the King’s large fliips. and feven belung- 
jng to the lialUIndia Company armed like men of war-, 
tour of which Itruck during the combat, and the three 
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others afterwards ; the crews amounnng to four tliou- 
Jand men. . 

London is full of mdrehants and La faring, men, wlio 
intcrell: themfelvcs mucji more \n lucceiles at lea, than 
in all that pailcs in Germany orFlanders. The 'tranlports 
of joy in that city were unparalleled, when the fameCen^ 
tulion, wluLh had been fo celebrated for lading lound 
the worbl, arrived in the Thames, and brought the news 
of the viCtoiy off Mnillerre, gained by the lame Anion 
(who with great juilicc had been created Vice- Admiralg 
in conjuiKdion with Admiral Warren. i'wenty-two 
waggons arrived at Loinlon loon alter with the gold, 
filvcr, and vihvr elfe.ts taken Irom the Fiench feer. 
I'hc lols ot tiule elrecis, toyet.'ier \\ith the Ihips, was 
cllim-red at more than twenty iiniiicais of l^rciwh liwes. 

O! the liivt'r taken at thi i tune lonij money was < ojn- 
cd, tliv' ley.end ot whch was t’w v, .n i i . /..//k; /'S, Vvlncii 
lerved both as a llartcning lena.min ance oi tiie V!vlo:y, 
and an cncou ag'oment to the p (>pl It wa^ a glouc^u, 
imitation or ta.e ap.cicnt Liiitijm am ai .» the K 'inam of 
en graving in this mamicr or. ti e current coiii, as wtii as 
on tlicr medals tite irK/fi renU' hahi(t eve nt' ot [ he eii'ipjir. 
This viklory was not Uj fn pi Uii.t as it was ha|:py andi 
ufeh:!. I'l'.e Acimiiads Wairen and Anion h.au lonrhc 
w.th leventeen lliip; of the line agimil fix ot tne Frcneli, 
the bell ol winch, in point ot coiutruclion, was not 
equal to the ImallefT ihip ot the Fmglilh licet. 

Bur it was really allonifninit ibal the Maia|uis de la 
Jonquieie, who commanded tins l(|iiaciion, an^r having 
maintained the cn.gagemenc lor a long, rimeglamki ix ana- 
to manage lo as tv) .iflurd ms convoy whieh lie had biuugiu 
fiaxr. Martmico JTi ( 'ji^portuinty to eicapc. i’he Lap'^ani oi 
tlie Wiiullor cxprelLs intnielf m tiicle terms in a letter on 
the kibiecL or tins cngagcjr.enc : 1 never law betf' r l)e- 

‘‘ haviour than that oi the brench Commodoie : and 
,‘kXo lay the truth, all tiic otrlceis or thu Nation lltcwed 
‘‘ great bravery •, nor oneot them lurrendvrcd till itwxs 
‘‘ impudible to wc>rk .thcgllnp any longer. ’ 

d ite brcnch had now only leven llnps remaining in 
thcle Las, dellincd to convoy the merch iiu-ilnps to tlx'- 

/.n.c 
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American Iflcs under tne command of Monfieur de 
1 LlLmducre. They were met by Iburteen Enphlh fliips. 
They fought as at F.mHerrc, with the fame valour mid 
the lame tortime. Nurnbeis caaied the day and Ad- 
miral Hawke conveyed lix of the leven French Qups he 
had beaten into the 'I'liaines. ^ 

France had then only one man of war remainint>' ■ and 
the milnianagement of Cardinal Fkury in negleftinc^ the 
marine, was experienced in its full extent. This fatdt is’ 
not cafily repaired. The marine is an art, and a great 
one. Sometimes an excellent land army has liecn formed 
in two or three years by experienced and affiduous Ge- 
ncrals ; but it takes a long time toellablifli a formidable 
maritime force. 


C H A P. XXIX. 

Stale of Affairs in Inila, Af'.oro, and Pctidicbrrn. The Ex- 
pedition of La Rourdomidic. ■TheLunauCi of Dr PI ix, is’e. 

W FlIl-I*. the F.nglifn were carrying their victorious 
arms over io many leas, and the whole globe 
was become the theatre of war, they began to feel its 
elfefts in their Colony of Madras. A perlon named 
Mahc dc la Bourdonnan , who was at once a merchant 
and a lokiier, avenged the honour of the i rcncii Hag in 
the heart of Alia. 

I'o rentier this event more intelligible, it is ^lCCC^iary 
to give fome idea of India, or the Kuropcan co^mmerce 
in that rich and extcnfive country^ aiid of the rivalrv 
fubfifti ng among them, widen is often luppoited by torce 
ot arms. 

I'he European Nations have fwarmec^ into India, 
where they liave ellablilhed large ^etrlemenrs and carr it^d_ 
on War, and where man) haveamaded immenle rortuncs 
but tew have applied thenifelvcs to the iludy of the an- 
tiquities of that country, tormcrly more famous for its 
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laws and fciences than for its riches, which are now be 
come the onlv ohjcdl of our voyages. 

An Knolifli gentlcn:an *, who refidcd thirty years in 
Bengal, and who unctt-rllands the anci( nt and modern 
language of the I^ramins, has dedroyed all tfie idle col- 
leL:iion of errors which has hitherto filled our hiftorics of 
Ind a, and has confirmed the opinions which a fmall 
number of the learned had long entertained f. 7’his 
country without difpiite was the moft early civilized in 
the world •, even the learned Chinele thenifelvcs refigii 
the iupeiionty. I'he moil ancient monuments that 
the h mperor Camhi had collected in his cabinet of cii- 
riofities were all Indian. This learned and indefatigable 
Engidhman, who in the year 1754 copied their moft ai> 
ciei.t written law, named the Shajfa^ j)iior to their Vc- 
(ievu alierts, that at that time it was four thoufand fy 
hundred and lixty-fix years old ; and if we may believe 
him, this booh or lav,s, the mofl: ancient in tlie wfjildi, 
was a lung time befo-e that period religioully prelerved 
bv tradition, as well as by ancient hieroglyphics. 

It is a common pmatffiee in all the hilrories of inejia, 
copied without examiniiig one another, to divide all the 
Ind.an Natmns into Mahometans and idolaters ; yet ir 
is affirmed, that the iirarninsand Banians, far from being 
idolaters, have always acknowledged (me God, creator, 
whom their* bool^s ev^ry where Itile thk Ivn.RXAn 
and they Hill reverence him amidll all the iuperlfit.ons 
which disHgure their ancient religion. We have hitherto 
believed, on feeing the monftrous figures expoied in their 
temples for public worfiup, tliat they adore Devils, al- 
though they never heard of the Devil ; theic fymboiical 
reprefentations befug only emblems of the Virtues. 
They generally defiibe Virtue as an handfon e woman, 
with ten arms to rdilt rcnijitations. hhe wears a crown, 
is mounted on a dragon, and holds in one of her ngiit 

• Mr. IIolwcll. 

I I have lluilicd (lavs he) all that has bren written concerning 

the Indians, from A; nan down to the Abbe Guinn, and have foujid 
“ nothing but cironaud ialllioodb.** Page 5th of the Preface, 

haink 
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a pike, refcmblinp; at tiu- point a flower-cc-lncc 
1 Ins IS not a proper place to ente,r into a detaU of all 
their ancient ceremonies, which thtiy have prclcrved even 
to our times, nor to explain dv: Sk^jlal-ad and tlie /'rd. 
nor to (hew liow tar the modern Bramins have deoene’ 
rated from their anceltors : yet, notwithllandin.r 'ri,eir 
rubjedion to the 1 artars, and the great avarice and tlc- 
baucliery of the Europeans Settled on their coalls have 
in general made them wicked and deceitful • the au- 
thor, who lived long amongft tliem, obferves,’ that the 
Bramins who are not corrupted by converfimT with the 
European merchants, nor by intriguing at the"’ Courts of 
the Nabobs, “ afford the pureft model of true piety 
“ which is to be found on the face of the earth 

1 he climate ot India is without doubt the moll; fa- 
vourable of any to human nature ; nor is it tlicrc un- 
common to lee people fix fcore yeais of age. The me- 
lancholy narratives of our India Company inform us, 
that in a battle between two tyrants of tJiat country, one 
of them named Anavcrdikan, whom we cat ldl to be 
aifaflinated by a treacherous attendant, was one huntlred 
anef feven years old, and that he rallied his troops twice 
to the charge. I'he Emperor Aurengzebe lived above 
one hundred years ; and Nifan Klmoluk, Gr.ind Chan- 
cellor of the Empire under Maliomct Shah, who was 
detlironed and rellored by Shah Nadir, died upwards of 
one liundretl years old •, fo that whoevxr lives foberly in 
tliat country enjoys a long and healthful liic. 

If the Indians had remained unknown to the Tartars 
anil to us, they would have been the happieit people in 
the world. Though the ancient immemorial cu'iomot 
their philofophcrs ending their days upon a pile of 
burning wootJ, in hopes ot again beginning a new life ; 

* The high-prieft of the fllaiKt of Chcringim, in tiie Erovince of 
Arcot, who jultihed ilic Chcealicr L-iw againll the .icciifitions of 
Governor Du Plelx, waa an old man, .aged onehunilred ic.ir:;, and re*^ 
Ipeiled for his incorruptible virtue. He uiulcilUwd the Fr. ncli laii- 
piage, and was of great fervice to the K,ill-lndi,i Company. It was 
O' that tranllated the Ezour-Vcdani, the luantifciipt of which 1 font 
to the royal library. 

and 
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and that of tfie womrn bcin" burned on the bodies o: 
their hufband.s, in oncier to be born with them agai:< 
under a different fliape ; prove them to be very fuperlfi.. 
tioijs^yec icfhews acotirage to which we do not approach 
Formerly they dreaded killing their fellow-creatures, 
but had no fear of deftroying themlelves. Indeed, the 
women of the caft ^ of the Bramins continue to burn 
themlelves ; tho’ not fo frequently as before. Our pe- 
nitents afflitd: their bodies ; butthofe dellroy them : and 
both aeft againlf the intention of nature, witli the notion 
that this body will thereby be rendered more happy. 

The averfion to fpill the blood of beads in that an- 
cient Nation, enertafed thatof (Jedroying mankind •, but 
fuch mildnels of manners made them always very bad 
foldicrs i and it is to that virtue their misfortunes 
and davery owe their origin. The Tartar government, 
precilely the fame with that of our ancient grand hef, 
iubjefts almod all the people to petty plunderers -f, who 
are named by’ the Viceroys, which latter are a{q)ointecl by 
the Emperor. All thefc tyrants are very rich, but ths 
people very poor. Such is tlie policy which was elhi- 
blilhed in Europe, Al'm, and Alrica, by the (joths, Vdtn- 
dals, Franks, and Turks, who all came originally from 
Tartary ; a government entirely contrary to that of tiie 
ancient Romans, and dill more lo to that ot the Chinele, 
the bed in the world, next to that of the Imall number or 
civilized States who have preferved their liberty. 

The Mahractas are almod the only free peo})le in that 
extend ve free country. They inhabit the mountains be- 
hind tKc Malabar coad, between Goa and Bombav, for 
tite fpace of above feven hundred miles. i hey 
arc tile SwiTs oV India ; alike warriors, lefs po- 
licitd, but more numerous, and tin refore more formi- 
dable. The Viceroys, who are oltcn at war with one 
another, purchafe their affidance. They pay and lear 
— “them. 

'I’hc vad fuperioricy of genius and drength which the 
Europeans polfefs oventhc oriental j(\liatics, is lulHcientiy 

• Tribe, or ^61, f Lalrtl>.of Clans, called Hoi ties. 

prove i 
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proved by the conqueds by our people in thofe 

Nations, and for whiJi they :fc conllaiuly fipjiting 
with each otlicr. I'he Portugyefe, uho weic the firft 
that lectled on the coafts ot India, carried their arms 
and religion to the extent of more than two thouhtnd 
leagues i having factor ies and forts which mutually 
aflilled each other, from the Cape of Good Hope as 
far as Molucca. When Philip il. was mailer of Por- 
tugal, he might have formed an Empire in India at 
lead as advantageous as that of Mexico and Peru ; and 
liad it not been tor the courage and indiiilry of the 
Dutch, and afterwards of the hinglifh, the Pope would 
have conferred more I’eal Billioprics in thofe immenfe 
territories than he bellows in Italy, and have drawn 
from thenc(‘ moic money tlian he can Irom all the peo- 
j)!e that aie fub-cct to t!;e pip.al chair. 

It is wed k:io'vvn, that tlic Dutch have the larged 
fcttlements in tluit p c't or the world, which extend 
kom the Illuidis ot bc.nua to the coall of Malabar-, 
next to them the P'.-vdilh, v ho arc poweriid on the 
TWO co.ads of the Peni im.la of Ind.a, and as far as Ben- 
cud aiui the Iwencii, \v!iO < all^e Kill, have ti.c Imailed 
Ihare fo that they have nut been mere lortunate in the 
JtadJndies man thry weie in the Wed. 

I'he picneit Connp. ny v. hich was edablifltcd by 
Laiuis XIV. ditlolvi.d in ..nvl^again let on foot 

at Pondicherry in as :.as ^ten oblciw cd, appearco 

10 be in .1 llourdlinig coci.dion: it hadagicat many 
ihips, feme Pfittom, i'uvw.o.s, and even artiiilTV and 
bddiers *, but it never eo li 1 by itj trade yield the Irnad- 
cdl dividend to tin* propieucs. l^ns i? tne ong’ tuuK 
ing Company in Eum-x- mat ucue. 11:1 mr bte lame pre- 
dicament fo'', in lact, nmmer nro[n:c:ois non cicditois 
have received any puiyment but '.vuat .mule tiom tlm 
King’s gi ant of pait ut the duties on tobaeco, vvluv-h 
entirely foreign to their trade. By tli.it aione it Houiillied 
at Pondicherry ^ tor tiic returns in inuiicy we c applied 
to augment its funds, to loitily and cmbellilh the tuwn, 
and procure ufcful allies amo’v-, I'.w* invcan' 

Vql. 111. * o' 
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Du Plcix, a man as active as intelligent, and as fli:- 
dious as laborious, had|, a long time jMcIidcd jn the Far, * 
tory ot Chandenagore upon the (Ganges, in the rich and 
iertile Province of Bengal, about eleven hundred miles 
from Pondicherry, He had there formed a conliderable 
iettlement, had built a town, and fitted out fifteen 
fliips. 'I his was a conqueft by genius and indullry, 
greatly preferable to all others. The Company tlicn 
found it to their intereil to allow every individual to 
trade for his own benefit. I'he manager in their fervice 
acquired an immenfe fortune, while every body became 
enfiched. llclikewife made another Iettlement at Patna, 
going up the Ganges, within thirty leagues of Banaras, 
the ancient fchool of the Bramins. 

So many fervices juftly procured him the entire go- 
vernment of the French I'cttlements at Pondicherry, in 
the year 1 742, when the war broke out between F'ngland 
and France. It has already been remarked, that the rc- 
percufiions of thcle wars arc always felt to the extre* 
mities of the world, in ^fia and m America. 

T'he city o!-' Madras, in the Piovince of Arcof, which 
belongs to the Fnglifli'; is ahont ninety miles d Itanc 
Irom PonJic licrry ; and that feitkment is of as great 
conlcquencc ro bnglandas Pomiicherry is to France, 
riicfe two cities are livals j but the commerce between 
rhat part of the we.ld and ours is logical, the ITna.pcan 
iiiJullry lo active, and fo much fuperior to that ot the 
iiidjans that tht fe two Colonies niigiit enrich theni- 
ielvcs without hurting each other. 

Du Plcix, as Governor ot Pondicherry, and Com- 
manJe'r in Clwef yf tiie French Nation in India, had 
propoj'cd a neutrality to the Fnglilh Com[)any, than 
which nothing could be more ru!tal)lc to ti eders, vvlio 
ought not ’to icll tilks and pepper 1 wo:d-in-hand ; as 
Commerce is intended to be the tic of Nauons •, to coni- 
Tort the eaiih, and not to lay it walle. llumuiiity 
and rcafon dictated this propolal, rejected by pnide and 
avarice. I'he bjiglifii* promded themlclves, not wuh* 
out fame j[)robabihLy5 to become cunt|uerors on tlie In- 
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dian IIms, as in other parts of the globe, and to put a 

period to t^e trench Kult-India ^oinpuiy.- 

Mahc de la Bourdonnaie, iil^c the l)u Onefnes the 
Barts, and the Du Giie-Trouins, v/as capaMe of dVro- 
a great deal with little, and was no lefs conved'mt in conf- 
merce than (kilful in fea-afFairs. He was Governor of 
the Iflands of Bourbon and Mauritius, by the Kino-’s 
appointment, but aded under the direction of th^ Coni- 
pany. ^ Thole THands had flounOied under his admi- 
niflration. He armed nine fliips of war, with 
vviiich he failed from Bouroon, having oa boars] 
about two thoufand i;hree hundred '^^whitc and ci^ht 
hundred black troops, all difeiplined by himiclf, a'^nd 
whom he had made excellent canneniers. An EnMifu 
f(|uadron, under the command of ^Admiral Barnet, was 
cruifing in thofc feas, and not only defended Madras 
hut molt'ftcd Pondicherry, and took a gre.it number of 
prizes. This fleet he attacked and dilpafed, and then 
svirhout lufs of time went to lay ficge to Madras. 

home deputies came to reprefent to him, that it was 
not allowed to attack the territories of the Great Mogul. 
They were in the right-, for it is the greateft weaknefs in 
the Afiatic Monarchs to fuffer it, and the height of 
European audacity to attempt it The I rcnch, how- 
ever, landed without refiffancc, and ^.anted dieir cannon 
before the wall ' of a place badly tortnied, with agar- 
rifon of only five hundred foldiers for its defence. The 
Englifli fettlement confiiled of Fort St. George^ where 
the magazines were all kept-, of the White- Town, in- 
habited only by Europeans ^ and a:f ihy Blacl>Townj 
peopled by merchants and mechanics from all the Na- 
tions of India, Jews, Hania'is, Armenians, Mahometans 
and Pagans, alfo red Indians, and others a copper 
colour. This multitude amounted to about htty thou- 
fand fouls. The Governor was fion torced to 
render, and the ranfom of the city was vilu d at eleven 
hundred thoufand pagodas, which amount to about 
f^ine millions of French livres, 

Bourdonnaie had pi Cnive orders from the MinliFy 
not to hold any of t.hc conqiicflb t!i.u he mmUt nutkc 
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‘‘ in India orders as inconiideratc, perhaps, as all arr. 
which arc given at akliftance on fubjefts that are not 
therefore within the reach of knowledge. Mowever, he 
punftually obeyed his inltruftions, and received hoftages 
and furetics for the ranfom of this conqucll, which he 
did not keep. Never was known more pundlual obe- 
dience, accompanied with greater fervice. He had the 
merit alfo of ellablilliing order in the town ; of calming 
the terrors of the women (who had all fled for refuge into 
the churches and pagodas' i to deliver them with honour 
from their fears ; and at lalltomakc the vidorious Nation 
refpedable, and even to be cfleemed by the conquered. 

It has almofl always been the fate of France, that its 
enterpnzes and even luccefles out of its frontiers have 
become I'atal. Du l^leix, Governor of the India Com- 
pany, had the m sfortune to be jealous of Bourdonnale, 
lie annulled the ea[)i:ulaLioii, ieized hib fliips, and 
v/ould even have [>ut him under arrefl. 

Idle Knglilh, and the inhabitants of Madras, wlio re- 
lied upon the l.nivv of Nations, were llruck with ailomlli- 
ment at this infradion of the treaty and ilic word' of 
honour given by Bourdonnaie. But their indignation 
was raifecl to its highell pitch, when Du Flcix, having 
taken poireifion ot the Black-Town, deftroyed and laid 
it in ruins. This piece of barbarity was greatly inju- 
rious to the innocent Colonills, without being of the 
leafl: advantage to the Frencli. The ranlom wliicli 
fiiould have been received, was loll: ; nncl the Frencli 
name b^icame deteflabie throughout all India. 

In the midft of the dilcontenr, rcproaclies, and rcfenc- 
ment, which ^vere« occalioned by llich a behaviour, 
Du Fleix made theCouncil uikI principal citizens ot c^on- 
dicherry, who were under hi.'> command, flgn the ir.olt 
Violeiit iiicniorials aijaind liii rival, acculiiu!; him of luo- 
, ing demanded too fmall a ranlurn for Madras, and or 
liaving received for himfclf prdents of too great a 
value. 

At latl, as a reward for fuch a fignal fervice, the con- 
(jucror ol Madras on his arrival at Paris was ihut up 
liic Baflilc, v/licic lie remained thicc years and a hah, 
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THE AGE OF LOUIS XV. 


"97 

v..hilc they were fending to India for evidences to appear 
rvgainft him ^ nor was he ]ici muted to fee his wife and 
children. Tliuscruelly punilliedon furpiriononly, hecon- 
tradted a mortal diftemperin the pnfon-, but before it had 
puta perio’d to Ids life, hewas deciired innocent * by th« 
CommifTioji of theCouncil appointed for his trid. It was 
doubted whether in fuch a cafe it was a confolation or an 
additional grief to be Juftified fo late, and to fo little pur- 
pofe ; nor was any recompence made to his family by 
the Court. Indeed, the public bellowed upon him the 
flattering title of “ La Bourdonnaie, the avenger of 
France, and the viftiin ofenvy ].” ' 

But iojn after, the fame public forgave his enemy 
Du PlciX, when he defended Pondicherry againil the 
Frighlli, \v!:o I'lefiegcd it by lea and land under the 
civirii'iiand ij‘> Adnvr 1 Boicawen, who attacked it with 
about four thouland Englilli and Dutidi foidier^ iiik] as 
many Indians, reinforced by the greatell part of die fai- 
lors from h;s fleet, confilling of twenty-one fail. Mr. 
li)u Pkix then aflcd as commander, engineer, matrofs, 
and commiiiary of dores. ilis indefatigable care was 
wcll-F^onded by Mr. de Bully, who often repiiifed the 
lu'fiegers at the head oi a body or volunteers. All the 
oliiccrs there gave proofs of cpui age which deferved the 
gratitude of their country *, fo that the capital of the 
French Colonies, which was thought to be unable to refid, 
was for this time laved J. This was one of the operations 
which at laft procured the grani^ribbon of Sc Louis 
10 Mr. Du Pl( IX *, an honour which had never been con- 
ferred on any perfon out of the military iervice. We 
Diall fee in v/hat manner lie became the proteefor and 
conqueror of the Iiivlian Viceroys, and what cataftrophe 
followed fo much glory. 


• Feb. 3, 1761. i A fad llory, Indeed ' T'a'ptor. 
* Odeber 17. ij-jS. 
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CHAP. XXX. 

fhc Peace * of Aix-la-ChapelL\ 

I N thi^ flow and ebb of fucceHes and Ioffe:, aim oft 
common in every war, Louis X\\ continued to be 
vic^f'-nous in the LowXounitrics, Maeftricht was al- 
ready on the point of furrendenng to Marihai Saxe, who 
befuged it after one of the fjntfb manceuvres that was 
ever attempted by any General •, and from thence ail 
was open to Nimigutn. The Dutch were under great 
condernanon, tliere being near rfiirty-five thoufand of 
their lo’diers priloners in France ; and m.ore dreadful 
difaflers tliac. thoTe of the year 1672 leemed to threaten 
that Kepi.bl c. But what France gained on one fide, 
Bie I 11 cn die other. Her Colonies were exp'oled, her 
Cfauen ! ce ruiF)' d, ami h-.r navy dellroyed. i\s all the 
coeten i.ng Nad rs were lufferers, foall oftliem ftood in 
need ot a pe.utp a*, it .happened in the former wars. Near 
fevcH ihoul .nd t ac w !s belonging to i'’rance,Spiiir. 
Ljiglind, i.d Idollniv., hjd b. en t deen in the courleof 
then ICC procal :<\<ar'(,is. From hence it may l^e 

conebadec, ab .ibbty dioufand families had luf- 

tained cochOrr ible lolies. In .adobtion to thel'c misfjr- 
tunes w.is tb.i* vaft p.uyd^er of fbrn, aiui the dilfieulty of 
/adin recrints, ivh.hli naj^pens in ever\- war. (Jne-hall 
01 (jcrnonr,’ areJ Ir.iiy, fO'-cfher with (lie Low-Counrried, 
had bcLipiaid v.allc; :ind to e'u reale and piolong lo 
maiiv c.nallers, tb.e n tatty 01 Kngi.inii .,nd Holland had 
engaged ihiiay-h^'e tnom.ind Kuffanswb.o were then in 
Fimiu on la •, k> that t!ie b.n.c titA^ps whic h had con- 
(|UtTed tlie I'urbs and Swedes, w^ere about to approach 
tlic f ronci rs I- rant'c. 

But what I arlicularly dillingridln's this war is, thnr 
aiW every M’boiy .g.u.'ud 1 t\' Lou.s XV. he matic offers 
ot peace, winch had ver been .ntepted. At lalU in- 
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deed, when they faw Maeftricht was going to fall alter 
Bergen-op-zoom, and that Holland was in danger, the 
enemy in their turn (tied for peace which was become 
necefTary no all parties„ ^ 

The Marquis de St. Severin one of the Plenipotcn- 
tiaries frctni France at the Congrefs of Aix-la-Chapelle, 
began by declaring, that he came to fulfil the words of 
his mailer, That he would make peace not as a mer- 
chant, but as a King.^’ 

As Louis XV. required nothing for himfelf, but ufed 
his intered for his allies, by that peace he confirmed the 
Kingdom of the Two Sicilies to his relation Don Carlos, 
He likewile fettled his foii-in-law Don Philip in Parma, 
Placentia, and Cniailalla ; and his ally the Duke of Mor 
dena, fon- in-law to the Duke of Orleans, formerly Re- 
gent, was reinilated in the poflefTion of his territories, 
which iie had loll in efpoufing the caufe of France. 
Genoa again enjoyed all its righrs. Thus it appeared 
more honourable, and even moie advantageous to the 
Court of France to think of nothing but the gr^od of its 
allies, than to infill upon having two or three towns in 
Handers, which would only have been an eternal obje6t 
ofjealouly. 

England, wliich had no othl^r particular intcrell in this 
general war befides that of one fli p, loll in it a great deal 
of blood and treafure ^ and the alfair of that Ihip remain- 
cd, after all, in the fame lituation. The King of Pruflia 
was the greateft gainer : he retaired the conqueft; of Si- 
Idia at a time when all the Powers agreed not to fufler 
the aggrandizing ot any Prince. The Duke of Savoy 
King of Sardinia Hood next to the King oLPruflia in 
point of advantage, the Qyieen of Hungary having given 
{lim part of the Milanefc tor his 

* Every other HlHorian ccntradicls this afTertion of M. Voltaire 
by maintaining, that though none of the belii';ey;^nt lowtro ecu 
conceal their hearty deiirc to teiiuiiiate the ; )et all the me., ures 
taken for holding the Congrels which produced the pe.ice o ^ 4 , 
were in conlequence of the repeated iruanccs ot the .viini..ers 0 
Louis \V. at the fcvcral Courts of Europe, but particularly at thole 
ot Vienna, the Higuc, and LondoitX 

I October 16, 1748. * r 
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After this peace France re cftabiifncd iilclf in the 
fame manner as after the peace of Utrecht, and became 
ftill more flourifhing. -At that time, the Chriftian part 
of Europe was divided into two great paVties, who 
watched one another, and who on each fide fupported 
that balance * which had been the pretext for lo many 
wars, though it ought to have infnred continual peace, 
TheStates of the Emprefs-Qiieenof Hungary and part of 
Germany, Ru (ha, England, Holland, and Sardirda, formed 
one of thefe grand factions ; while France, Spain, the Two 
Sicilies, Prulfia, and Sweden, compofed the other. As 
all the Powers continued in arms, a lafling tranquility 
was cxpe( 51 ed, even from the fear with which one-half of 
Europe Teemed to infpire the othey*. 

Louis XIV. was the firll: who kept up thofe numerous 
forces which obliged the other iVinccs to make the 
fame efforts-, fo that after the peace of Aix-la-Chapelle, 
in 1748, the Chrifban Powers of Europe had about a 
million of men under arms, perhaps to the detnment of 
arts and neceffary profenions, bur particularly to agri- 
culture. They flattered themfelves ih it lor a long time 
the re would be no aggreff)!, becauie all the States wer.e 
armed to defend themk] v p ; but they flatteicd them- 
felvcs in vain. 


c H "a p. xxxr. 

"Tlr Stcuc of Fj^r ope in 1756. HP 02 drfrfvrP, Cl^ ■ 

fyrr^nes oul Puiiijkmcnts 1:1 S'lLcPcn. D'tfF;rl Wtn ^ 
jer FcruUyits ^towards Ca-uidci. 'i be dakuig.o] 

Port Alcioi by Maifudl Kuhdirn, 

E Ui^OiTi, never enjoyed fucli happy times as from 
the peace of Aix-la-^ hapelle in j 74S, to about 
theyvar 1755. '! Jade flourifned from feterlburg even 

to Cadiz-, the fine arts were every whcie rclpefted •, a 

* The balance of y:wQr between the Stales of Em ope. 

general 
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general \\arm0n7 prevailed amonj> all nations •, and ILu^ 
rope reVcmlded a large family rcLoncilcd after a quarrel 
The frefh troubles ot Europe leemed to be announced 
by earthquakes, which were fekjn leveral countries, 
but in a nv)re terrible manner at Lifbon than any 
where elfe. One-third of that city was thrown down 
upon its inhabitants, and thirty thoufaud fouls perifhed 
in its ruins. This (hock extended into Spain, where 
the fmall town of Srtubal was almoft deftroyed, others 
damaged ^ and the fea rifing higher than tlie quay at 
Cadiz, fwallowed up all that came in its way The 
earthquakes which ihook Europe, were likewife felt in 
7 \frica-, and tiu lame day that the inhabitants ci Lif- 
bon perllhed, the earth Opened near Morocco, where a 
whole tribe of Ar.ibs was buried in the abyfs*, and the 
cities of Fez and Mequlnez fuffercvl Hill more than Lifbon. 

'This fcourge ought to have toufed mankind to Ibmc 
reflecfions, and have made them confider, that they 
were alike victims to death, and Ihould therefore coni- 
lort one another. I'he PortuguLe believed that tiic 
mercy of God miglu be obtained bv buining fomc 
j-w.s, and other 1 leretics in wiiat tr.ey caii Auto- 
ti'i /k’, or Cl A of fcriA*^ vvi.ich other nations, leis iaftructed, 
regarded as at) aht vif uurbarny, but even from that 
t:!i:e, rTicalures were taken in otlier parts of Europe 
to dye wio'i blood that earth which had been juH be- 
fore fliaking under our feet. 

The bidl fatal cataftrOj^lic happened in Sweden, 'rhai 
Kingd )m hack become a Republic, of which the PGng 
was only a firll Magi 11 rate, being obliged to C4)nforiC: 
to the plurality of voices in the Senate, d'he States 
compofed of the Nobility, ikirgdieS^ Clecgs Pca- 
lants, could indeed alt: r the laws of the Senate, bet 
ih King did not pollel's that |) 0 >^er. 

Some nohdemen, more auaehed to the Ki*ng th.an to- 
the new' laws of ihe country, conlj)ired againil the Senate 
in favour of the M j..aich. I'he plot wa^. dilcovered, and 
the conlpirators were punilliv d with death ]*. 1 hat wnicli 
f^i-'ghthave been deemed a viuuoJs action inaStatepurcly 

f June, lyA- 

monarclucal 


June 20j 1756. * 
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monarchical, was looked upon as an infamous trcafori 
in a country become free. Thus the fame aftions arc 
crimes or virtues, according to the times or places of their 
being put i|i executi<j^n 

I'his event alienated the Swedes from their King, 
and it contributed afterwards to caule w'ar to be de- 
clarde (as we Ihall fee) againll Frederic, King of PrufTia, 
whofe filler was married to the King of Sweden. 

From that period, the revolutions which the fame 
Kini/ of IVufTia and his enemies were preparing, re- 
fembled a (lame fmothcring under the afhes. The 
fire 1 bon bla;:ed forth, and fpread over pAiropc j but 
the hrft fparks came from America. 

A flight quarrel betv.een France and England for 
fome defart lands towards Acadia f , gave rife to a new 
fyftem of politics among all the Sovereigns of Europe. 
It is proper to obferve, that this quarrel was the frim 
of the negligence of all the Mindlers who in 1712 
and 1713 concluded the treaty of Utrecht. By thai 
treaty France had ceded to England, Acadia, adjoining to 
Canada, with all its ancient limits, but tiicy had not 
fpecified vWiat were thofe limits ; to which, indeed.^ 
they were Ibangcrs, I'his is a fault which is never 
committed iii contrads between individuals; and debates 
necelTarily arole from that omifllon. Were philofophy 
and jullice to interfere in the quarrels of men, they 
would make them fee, tiiat the French and the EngliO- 
difputed for a cdunrry over vUiich they had not the 
fmallell right; but ihofe hrft principles never enter in- 
to the affairs of the vvoild. A fimilar difpute among 
commkn merch.mts would have been adjulled in two 
hours bv arl'!trar:on ; but among crowned fieads, the 
ambition or of a Commillary is ibfficicim to in- 

volve twenty States. I'he Knglifl'i were accui* d ot 
feekiim the entiie ddlrudion of the Frcncli trade in 
tiiat part of America. As they were greatly fupeiior, 

* W’nat a f!nin;’;c argument is this! An attempt to fiibvcrt the 
pc licical cmillltuuon ot any State miiA ever furely be JeemeJ 
act t f u <M Ton. M'his is one o{*M* Voltaiie’s many Trarjlmor. 

i Nova Seoti-u 

by 
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by their rich and numerous Colonies in North America, 
fo they were ftill more fo at lea by their fleets ^ and 
having deftroyed the navy of France in the year 1741, 
they flactercc^ themfclves that nothjng could refifl: their 
power, either in the new world ^or on our Teas : but 
they were fo^n undeceived. 

In 1755 they began by attacking the French on 
the borders of Canada % and without any declaration of 
war took above three hundred merchant-lhips, as if they 
had been only fmuggling cutters: they even feized fome 
velfels belonging to other nations, which were carrying 
goods to the French. Upon this occafion the King of 
France a^lcd quite difiercntly from Louis XIV. He 
contented himfelf with immediately demanding juftice, 
and did not even allow his fubjeds to fit out cruizers. 
Louis XIV. had often fpoken to other Courts with fu- 
perioriry ; but Louis XV. made all the Courts fenfiblc 
of the luperiority affeded by the Knglifli. Louis XIV. 
had been reproached for an ambition tending towards 
univcrlal monarchy upon land-, Louis XV. made 
known the real luperiority alfumed by the Englilh on 
the feas. 

In the mean time, Louis XV. took fome revenge: 
his troops defeated the Englilh near Canada, in 1755; 
he o-ot ready a confiderable fleet in his harbours ; and 
propoled to attack George II. by land in his Ekao- 
;atc of Hanover. Such an irrujjtion into tiemiany 
threatened Europe with the confii^ranon wGch had 
been lighted up in L.ie new world; arid it v-as then chat 
all the'^ political views ot Europe were .utered. The 
Kin" of England a Iccond time e.rued from che*cxtrd.- 
mities of the North thirty thouland Uuiriatis, jwlioiu 
he took into his pay. As the Rulil^n Empire was in 
alliance with the Emperor and the E.mpreis-Qireen of 

» Here the parti.Vitv of Voltaire, 35 a iheeoh hlliotiin, bre fc 
forth .rgaia. ft js an i'ncontetltblc truth, that the P iench began their 
eacroachmentb on our back fettlements .lion" tne river eO, au 
that the Court of Veifailles refufea to gue a iatibfaaoiy anhver to the 

i^omplaiius made by the Britifh Miniltrv on thjit head, nian. luOrU s 
before the leisure of any French Ihip at (**i. v 

Hungary, 
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Hungary, the King of Priifha had rcafoii to apprchciK] 
that the Rudians, Imperialills, and I .lanoverians, ini'-iit 
fall upon him. He had about one hundred and Ion- 
thoufand men in arms: he did not hefuate to nniie 
with the Ki'ng of England, to' hinder the liulfians from 
entering Germany, on the one hand •, and, (^n the other, 
to block up the road to the French. Here then all 
Europe is again in arms, and France again plunged in 
new calamities, which die might have lluinned, if Hie 
could have avoided lier fare. 

The King of France railed with cafe, and in a mo- 
ment, all the money he wanted, by one of thofe ready 
refources which cannot be known in a kingdom Ids 
opulent than France. Twenty new places of Fai meis- 
general, and fome loans, fui]>ved to fupporc the lird 
years of the war; a deftrucliive facility, which in a 
jQiort time ruined the Kingdom * 

France pietended to thi eaten the coafts of England. 
It was no longer Inch times as wlien Queen I'li/.ainth, 
by the abidance of the Fnglifli only, having Scothaid 
to fear, and being fcarcely able to keep Ireland in lun- 
iedion, withliood the prodigious ehb; ts r f Idiiiip Ik; 
for (Seorge 11. King of lyngkuul rho«>oht hin.k’f 
^»bliged to brntg ever /omc 1 1 moverians and Hdii.ojs 
to dei'end his eoails. "J'hc rngldl], wlio had not hac- 
feen tins coiV'Cqut nec of their imd.ertaking, murmuicd 
to lee an inundation oi llrangers; and tne courage oi 
fcvcral citizens degenerating into lear, they trcmL'kd 
for their liberty. 

d he Kngbdi Miniflry were mldakcn with regard to 
the in;c:uions (;f tlie Fiyauh. 'fhey were atraid of an in- 
v.dinn, and ncvci ihcurdit of the illarui of Minorca, the 
fi uit (ff fuch immeKie cxpencc lavdhed in a former wai 
for the ficcdlion o'i bpain. 

The \ ngliih, as is well known, had taken Mmorca 
bom the Spaniards, 'i'he poffcfnon of that pla.e, whah 
had been confirmed to them by all the trt.uies, was (d 
more irnpoitaiRc than Gibraltar, which has no haibouiy 
r.iui ^^aveih.e.n tier empire vt the Mediterranean. Al''"" 
ih:: ."■Ax of AcaI ivaV;, the King of France lent th-' 

Marfid 
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Marfhal Duke dc Richelieu into that Ifland with near 
twenty bact;dions, efcorted by twelve fliips of the 
line, and fome frigates, Which th^ Engli(h did not fuf- 
ped to be ip» fo mu Ji leadinefs : a*ll was fo at a fixed 
time and nothing was ready on the fide of the Engliflt. 
7liey attempted, however, though too late, to attack 
the French fieet, commanded by the Aiarquis de la Galif- 
lonniere, in the month of June following. That en- 
gagement ccLild not have preferved the Ifiand of Mi- 
norca, but it might have faved their reputation. The 
expedition was unluccefsful : the Marquis dc la Ga- 
I'.fTbnniere threw their fleet into diforder, and rcpuh'ed 
it^. The Engiiih Miniilry faw with regret for fome 
time, that it had compelled the French to ellablifli a 
formidable navy. 

7'he Englilh flill had hopes of defending the citadel 
of Port Mahon, which, next to Gibraltar, they regarded 
as the llrongcfl: place in I'iuropc, by its fituatioj], bv 
the nature of the ground, and by thirty years attenrion 
which tficy had employed to fortify it. it was every' 
where an entire rock: tiiere v;ere inoais twenty feet 
deep, and in fome ]daces thii&y, cut into the rock; 
there were fcurlcore mines under fume wmrks, before 
winch it was impotllble to open the trenches. It was 
every wdiere impcin trable to cannon, and tae citadel 
was every wh'.rc lurrounded v/ith t!pie exterior fortifi- 
cations cut n.tu til. ioiid rock. 

'File Marffial dv: i’.ichciieu termed a bolder enter- 
prize than th.at 01 ik*rgvm-op-zoom, whicii was make 
an aflaulc at ore time on all die yvorl:^ vvhich de- 
lendcd the body of the plavc; arui in t^:s dr^n r at- 
tempt he was ficemded by the Marquis d:: Maillcbois 
vvhu always dll'played pi cat talents in Ln.s war. 

• 

* It would have been nearer the t.’iiih if Mr. Whaiie had fail, 
that neither of the fleets gained any ad\ant ige ox-’: the other ; 
it furp.aireb the linutb of imnon p.iitiahty to give tl e honour of the 
day to tjaliironniere, uliu tv.ok the c.irl.cli opportunity to .iv.ail him- 
felf of Mr. Byng’s inifioiulua, by living tov ards the cl ofe of the 
^dion, as Icon .ib Jie had joined the van of hii iie:t, wlr.ch had 
actually been del cated. . 


The 
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The people of London were fo exafpcratecl at their 
not being able to copquer the French at fea, that Ad- 
miral Byng, who had fought the Marquis de la Galif- 
fonniere, was condemned by a coiirt-martiai to be fliot, 
by virtue of an old laA^ palled in the reign of Charles II. 
Marfhal Richelieu, who from the height of a plain 
country had feen all the engagement, and who could 
form a judgment of it, in vain fent a declaration to the 
author (>f this hiftory in jullification of Admiral Byng, 
which foon reached the King of England. It was alfo 
in vain that the judges thcnifelves recoiij mended him in 
the flrongeft terms to the merc^ of rhe King, who poU 
felTed the {)rerogative of pardoning ; for, after all, the 
Admiral wes executed. He was fon of another Admiral, 
who gained the victory olF Mefllna, in 1718. He died 
with great n loliuion, and before his oeciition fent hir 
vindication to th.e author, and his acknowledgments to 
Mai dial Richelieu 

The French defeended into the folTees, in fpite of 
the fire of the Knglilh artillery ; they placed fcaling- 
ladders thiriccn fere high, and the officers and foldiers, 
when arrived at th^ Fdfioiind, fprung upon the rock, 
climbing up (uie ani/tiu^r's ihouldcrs. It was by fiich a 
boldnei^, not eafily f(^ l)e comprehended, that they made 
thtmfelvcs niaders of the ouc-works. The troops be- 
haved with lo mucri'i the more courage, as they had to 
contend with near three choufand Englifli, affilled by all 
that art or nature couid do tor their dctcnce. 

Themext day the place lurrendered f. The Englilk 
could not conceive h<-w the French had fcaled the fof 
ifes, into whfch ajiian in cool blood would hardly de- 
feend. I his action arqitircd great glory to the Genera! 
and to tlic nation, but it was the lalt of their luccefies 
againll England. 

11)1^ 1 ^ a nir’ai.rl.o^y Hory, rc.ider ; yet no more fad than true* 
Reufoi;^ cl Suns arc mylLiic:: to the vul';ar. Tranjlator. 
t June i(), 1756. 


C H A ik 
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'fhe War in Germany. An EleHor of Brnndenh^irg rcfifis 
the Houfe of Aujiria and the German Empire^ together 
with Ruffia and Trance. Remarkable Events. 

I T was worthy of admriation that Louis XIV. alone 
fhould be able to refift Germany; England, Italy, and 
Holland, united againfthim; but we have feen a more 
extraordinary event ; An Pdeftor of Brandenburg 
fingly with Hand the forces of the Houfes of Auftria, 
France, RufTiJ, Sweden, and one-halt of the Empire. 

This is a piodigy which we can only attribute to the 
difcipline of his troops, and to the fuperior talents of 
the General. It is true, chance may gain a battle; but 
when the weak refill the flrong for feven years in a 
country entirely open, and repair the greatcll iofies, this 
cannot be the work of fortune: it is in this rcipeCl that 
this war differs from all otheis w*hich have defolated the 
world. 

We have already feen that the fecond King of PrulTia, 
being the only Prince in Europe who had a treaiure, and 
the only one who had introducetV proper diicipline 
among his troops, had thereby efiabliihed a new domi- 
nion in Germany ; and we have feen how much the pre- 
parations of the father emboldened the l'>n t'> brave 
alone the power of Auflria, and to make himlelf mailer 
ofSilefia. 

The Emprels-Qiiecn waited for a favourable con- 
juniffurc to recover that Province, formerly, it would 
have been an objedl of indifference to EurcT’pe whether 
a fmall territory annexed to Bohemia Ihould belong 
one Home more than a!iothi.r; bucpoLtics oemg refined 
more than improved in Europe, as wctl as all the other 
objeds of the human mind, this trifling difpuie occa- 
fioned five hundied thouland men to riic in amiS. There 

never 
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never were fo many effective folciiers cm]>]oyecl, neithf'- 
in the Crufluies, nor in the irruptions of the conquerors 
in Afia. In this niailner the new fccne was opened. 

Elizabeth Emprel's' of Kuffia was leagued with the 
Emprefs Maria- Therclu by ancient treaties, by the 
common interelt which united them againft tlie 'fiirks, 
and by reciprocal affeflion^ Augudus HI. King of 
Poland and Elector ot Saxony, being reconciled to the 
Emprefs-Qiieen and attached to Ruffia, to which he 
owed the title of Kmc:; of Poland, was clofcly connefleci 
with theie two Sovciugp.s. Thefe three ih)tentates had 
each their com|daints againd King Frederic. Maria- 
I'hcrcfa had feea Silelia torn from her I loufe ; Auguftu'. 
and hi^ Council wanted an immediate indemnihcatiuji 
for Saxony, ruined by the Kuig of Pruilia in the year 
; and there lubhjlea ’oetween Qiiecn VA zabeth and 
Frederic fome perfonal fubjecfs of complaint, wdiicl. 
have often more inllucnce than is generally thought upoi' 
the ticll ny of States. 

'i'hele thrte Powers, being exafperated againfi the 
King of Ih uilia, earned on u Uriel correlpondcnce .unong 
themielves, of which that Pnnee dreaded the eifeds. 
While the troops of Aufiri.i were augmenting, thofe oi 
Elizabeth were ready ; but the King of Poland liledtia 
of Saxony was not in a condition to undertake aij\ 
thing. Idle rcvcnt.ics ot his IflecluraLe wei e cxliaudcc. 
and he had no garrifoned town icmaining to hinder the 
Pfuffians t'rom marching; to idrelden. d'hus order and 
oeconoqsy had rendeicd Ihandcuburg formidable, .is 
much as diffjpation had weakened Saxijny. 1 he Kiii'' 
ot Poland’s S.,g\on Council he'iiaitd m.uv.ii about enrn^ 
inginto meafuies vvnich might piove I'aial to tium. 

The King of Prufiia loll no time i lor liom the yeai 
1755 he hari taken alone, and without confulting an\' 
one, the refolution to prevent the defiiuis of thole 
Ptswers of whom he had conct ived Inch luipicions. Hr 
fjgned a treaty * inftantly with the King of Ifngland 
Eledor of Hanover; he made fine of the Laiuigi avc 

* Janu.'iry 16, 1756, 

of 
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oflltii'- and of the H-'ull of llMinVvi, k, and in this 
jiuinncr ;cn''Uncccl ids .liininco ir-,- 

K w>i'' tii.ir ri:c .iiKiciir > .!■;> ly i,.; lucl loiifc.'^ 

Im.imcc iin^i AuiLiJa, v.iii., ii 1’,.^.; coiiiiiv.^cd cficrcafijig 

( vcr fiiKc i^c li.’Dc oi C lia.'lvjs Vd aiui Kraiicis 1. gave 
,vay to a frienclihio which aopc.aaad cf);vii;iily cilabliihcd, 
to the allonihii.^ci't ox :i;l chc N.;i;oi:3 of haaropc. d'hc 
King of ] 'ranee, wlio liad carried on fo crued a war 
ayauidt Ki u-ia-1 herdh, ber amo her aSlv • and the King 
ot Ptiiiiia, '\ho held been allieii to Prance, became her 
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and occupied the camp of Pirna, near Kcenigrtein, on 
the road to Bohemia, and on the river Elbe, where he 
thought himfelf in fafqry. 

Frederic entered Drd'den as mafter, under the name cf 
Protedlor. The Qiieen of Poland, daughter'of the F,m- 
peror Jofeph, had not quitted the place. They aflcc-d 
her for the keys of the archives ; and on her refufing to 
deliver them, preparations were made to force open the 
doors. The C^iieen placed herlelf before them, flatter- 
ing herfelf that they would refpedl her peiTon and refolu- 
tion-, but they fliewed no refpeft to cither, and that de- 
pofitory of the State was opened before her eyes. It was 
of great conftqucnce to the King of Pruflia to find the 
proofs of thcdefigns of Saxony againft him. In fadt, he 
found teftimonies of the dread which he had occafioned 
but that fame dread, which fliould have obliged the 
Court of Drcfden to put itfclf in a (late of dercnce, only 
ferved to render it a vidbm to a powerful neighbour. 
They were fenfiblc, when it was too late, that according 
to the fituation of Saxony for fomc years pad, they oi.gjit 
to have fpent all upon war and nothing on [dca- 
fures. There are fituations in which j)coplc liave no 
other part to take but chat of preparing themklves to 
iight, to conquer, or to pcrifli. 

On the report of this invafion, the Aulic Council ^ of 
the Emperor dcclare<i t!ie King of Piulli.i to oca di- 
Ihirberof the public peace and a lebcl ; but it was ei'iiC 
cult to give any weight to this decluiation ag.iinli a 
Prince who had near one hundred and iifty tiioufind 
fighting ‘men under his command. He anlwered liic 
laws by ^ battle whiyh was j Ibught lictwecn him aiivl 
the Aullriatu, whom die went to meet at the entrance of 
Bohemia, near a town named Towofifz. 

ddiough this firli. engagement w.o, indcciiivc hy the 
number of fain, yet it was niJt I'o by its vordcqucnccv 
Nodiing could now prevent the Kinglrom blocbi' g np 
tile Saxons in the camp of Pima nk\i\ where tl.c ;\n- 
llrians (oiild ntiCafliil. the^n ; and tliat Imal! aimy (d tl'S 
K ing of Poland, confbl inp of ildi upii oc fouitccn diou- 

• ‘jcjn. 20, 175(1. I v)cl, 11, 1756. 
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fanJ men, furrendered prifoners of war feven days after 
the battle. ^ ' 

Auguiliis, in this fin^ilar capitulation, the only mili- 
tary event .between him and the ICina of Pruffia, afked 
no more than that his guards fhould not be made pri- 
foneis. ]-'rederic replied, “That he could not liftcn 
“ to his requeft ; that thofe guards would infallibly ferve 
“ againfl: him ; and that he did not chufe to have the 
“ trouble of taking them a fecond time.” This anfwer 
was a fevere leffon to all Princes, that they mull render 
themfelves powerful when they have a powerful neigh- 
hour. 

1 he King of Poland'being thus deprived of his Elec- 
torate and hls^army, dc;tianded paflpons from his ene- 
my to go into ]h)land, which vere readily granted; and 
t!fcy had the iniulting politenefs to fuiidni him with poft. 
horfes for his journey. He went from his hereditary 
edarcs into his ekcuve Kingdom, where he found no* 
body even propole to take arms in defence of iheir 
King. All the Elecfforate was laid under contribution ; 
and the King of Pruhhi in making war found the means 
of fupporting it in the invaded tountry. The Qiieen of 
Poland, who did not follow her hufband, but remained 
at Drelden, died foon after of giief. All Euro e pitied 
that unfortunate fa niiy ; bur in the courfe of tliLle pub- 
lic calamit’es, millions of families eicpenenced hardlhips 
not lels 2 rcar, tiiou^h mo:e obfcurc. The M;u/ilfrates 
Oi I.eipfig remonftrared againll the contributions im- 
pofed on them by the conqueror, which theyjaid they 
could not pay. — J'hey were lent to priion, and cnen pafd 
them. • * • 

There never were fo many baurlcs fought in any for- 
mer war as there were m this, 'i'he Rufiians entered the 
territories of Prulfni by the way of Poland. -The French 
became auxiliaries to the Qy^een ot Hungary, ana were 
fighting to rclloie to her the lame Sildia of which they 
had helped to drip hcrfoa-'c vears before, v hen they were 
allies to the King of Frufiia. ''i'he King of England,^ 
who had been the mod avowed friend (d tlu Houle ot 
Audria, was now one of itb mod dangerous foes ; and 

> Sweden, 
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Sweden, Vvvdeh had iorinerly given (neli great jlioiLs t() 
this In'.pei'i tl ( louie oi Aullria, Ici ved it then a:vilnll (he 
King ui ihi'dia, on acc^ount ol nine luindicc' ihcul nd 
livres given by the l’'rcn/:I\ Minillry j though it was Swe- 
den that did the Icall niilchicl. 

Germanv now i.iw itielt torn to pieces by nianv inoie 
national and iorcign ann.es than had been in it ciuiing the 
tainous war of thirty years. 

While the RuHlan'^ were coir.ing througlt Poland to 
adilL Aiidria., the h'rench eittered b}' the Duclre ot 
Clevcs and by V\cle], wineli were abandoned by the 
Frufiians. 1 hey took pohidhon ot all i ieile, and 
ntarclicd towards the country of i iaiKJver ag.ciiuf an .n - 
iciy oflhigliili, } lanovcrians, arni I klf.aiis, coiianandevl 
by the ianic Duke oi Cuin'nciland who lud alt. ic Lid 
laouis XVb at Fontenoy. 

Idle King of PriifTia went in fearcli ('f five Andrian 
army in Bohemia, and lent a confidvralile [hh 1\ lo o|g)'>ie 
the Rufiians. 1 he troo; s of tiie h rnpire, hu !i v/ei'. 
called the troop > of execution, wcie oidcreu to pe;n tone 
into Saxony, vdiich h id lalhai entirely undie* tlw Pi u';. ^ 
power i fo that Germany was a piw to fix iorrnina in 
arniiis, which devoured it at tin hnnetime. 
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field, 1 already colle ded an army under tl.c command 
pt* iViarlhal Dauii. 1 he Idin-^ or UrinTia wiihout Iiefita- 
uon went ‘immediatedy ,to attack that army, which was 
kippoled to liave been intimidati^d by the repivation of 
his Victoria's. If that army could once iieve been dif- 
perfed, PrayiKx^ which had been bonfnardc i for lo;ne 
time, would of courfe have furrendered at dilcivtion, 
and he veouid Itave become abfolute rnait<T (*f Cx.-rmany. 
'Marfli.d Daun entrenched Ins troops on the brow of a 
hutle hill, d'ho ■ rulh.ms af end; d it fevea. .sar a 

pemeral an aalt, and we^'e as often rcfiullea mid over- 
tlmown ■'*. The loft ah(;iu t/’enry-hve thoufmd men 
k;'l ;'J, Vv'oiinvievl, pi doiier.s, a'C^l oe erieis. h'niKs Cli irh-S 
cl Lorr.'i n, v. !.■.> ln>d Ln.en {'out up in ihoiLue, hfi’ied out 
andi porluod. :'ve I^rufhins. Ihis revadiooun was asure.ir, 
as .ho e.po w auvl < \U' clan.io, 'jj- thr ivin„ oi i’ruiha 
had; j'^on 0^1 'iS“ t lie avont. 

Tin' I'ro'n !i nr, fir r [idc llronply feconded die Knm 
pnr.-b> 'hi on L lie e.a, M.O'fnd df lliacs, wins com- 
uoi'^ i t!:e ii, had ahos-dy pjfhd the Wd.r. ide fob 
IwV s: [he luj.kc of k-ai^fix riand Hep b;, Hep towards 
hoonoen, O'O rcook iiiri lo ar ! kiHenbech,' ave irim battle, 
am! u u.ifd a < omplete v niory . In tiiat action the 
Piinoc's oi’ ^doini'* o.nd dc li kLiuhcV. onti h,fi fp'iializcd 
tin if arm , and, the royal (d.o<jU o; hr. me lin'p<oted the 
1 loi \ ( 1 tinar country aooujdt dioit ot nnulind. AC ount; 
(!'* I ^ oior.ti: ; .'r'. I'u i and a bi<t\^" (nucco* ’Oi tae II'AIIc 
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be terminated in one campaign. Such hnd been the con- 
fidence of the French when tliey made an Emperor^ 
that they believed they could dilpofe of the eftates of the 
Houfeof Aultria in 1741. Such it had been at the be- 
ginning of the Age of Louis XIV. and Phihp V, then 
mailers of Italy and Flanders, and feconded by two Elec- 
tors. They thought of giving laws to Europe, and 
were always miftaken. Marlhal d’Ellrees faid, that 
it was not enough to advance into Germany, but 
they ought to provide the means ro get out of it.’* 
His condud and valour proved, that when an army :.s 
once fent, the management of it fhotild be left to the 
General •, becaufe, if they havc^ made choice of him, 
they have had confidence in his abilities. 


C H A P. XXXIII. 

Se^Kcl of m':n:o table Frent^. ^he Array Freed to 

capitulate, die Baltic cf Rcjrach, Rtvciutions. 

T he French Mirdllry had already dir|:atchcd Mar- 
fhal Richelieu to command the army of Marflial 
cl’Ellrees, before they Iiad received the news ot tl:c im- 
portant vidlory obtained by that General. I'he ]VIarlh<il 
de Richelieu, lo v\cli known tor the accomplilkments 
of his perfon and genius, become Itill more famous iur 
his defending Genoa and taking I^linorca, went in;mc- 
diaiely to attack the Duke ot Cumberland. When he 
had pulhedhim far as the mouth of the Kibe, he there 
forced him to capitula'te with all his army. That capi- 
tulation, more fingular than a battle won, was not Jels 
glorious. The army of the Duke of Cumberland was 
obliged by ftipulacion to retire beyond tlie Edbe and 
Icave^the fieki open to the French ngainft the King oi 
Pruflia. He ravaged Saxony •, but his own territories 


Sept. 8, 1757. 


were 
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were alfo laid wafte. The Auftrian General Haddick 
had furprifed the city of Berlin, and fpared it fiom be- 
in^; pillaged, for a ranfom of eight hundred thoufand 
ot our livres. * # 

The deltrudion of his PriifTian Majcfty feenied at that 
p-riod inevitable. His great defeat near Prague; his 
troops being overcome near Landdiut, at the entrance 
of Silefia ; and an indecifive but bloody battle againft 
the RufTians, all tended to weaken him. 

He was liable to be furroundedon one fide by the army 
of Marflial Richelieu, and on the other by that of the Em- 
pire, while the Aultrians and Ruffians entered Silefia : 
indeed, his ruin feemed fo certain, that the Aulic Coun- 
cil without hcfitation •declared that he had incurred 
the ban of the Empire*, and that he was deprived of 
all his fiefs, rights, favours, privileges, &c. He ftemed 
himfelf at tint crilis to delpair ot hi-S fortune, and only 
looked forward to a glorious death. He framed a fort 
of philofophic tellament; and fuch was the freedom of 
his mmd in the midfi: oi: his misfortunes, that he wrote 
it in French verfe. 'Phis is a fingular anecdote. 

Idle Prince de Soubize, a General of a cool and fet- 
tled courage, of a good underilanding, and of cautious 
rondudl, marched into Saxony agamit him at the head 
of a ftrong army, which the Ivlnvlfry had reinforced by 
a part of"\hat under Marlhal Richelieu, d his army 
was joined to that of the Circles, commanded by the 
Prince of liddbourghaulen. 

Frederic, furrounded by fo many enemies, took the 
refoluticn to die iword- in-hand in the ranlj^s Oi the 
army of the Prince de Soubize; but, at the fame til^t, 
took every mealure to conquer. • • 

After reconnoitring the aimy*of France and the 
Circles, he immediately retreated before them in order 
to poflefs himfelf of an advantageous fituation. TheFrince 
of Hildbourghaufen was refolved to attack him, and his 
opinion of courfe prevailed, becaufc the Frcnclrwcre 
•illy auxiliaries. They therefore marched near to Roi- 
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bach and Mcrfbourg to attack the PrufUan army vvliicJi 
was apparently encamped; but all of a luddcn the 
tents were ftruck, and the PruHians appeared in order 
ofbutle, between tv/o^emincncrs lined with artillci y. 

This unexpected fight amazed tiie French and Iinj)e- 
rialifts. For fcvcral years it had been iifed^to e':ercile 
the French troops alter the Piullian method after- 
wards feveral evolutions had been altered in cheexercife, 
fo that the foldicr did not know what he was doino- . 
his old way of fighting was changed, and he was not 
perfect in the new. Wnen he law the iVulFans advai«\ee 
in that fingular order, unhnown almoR every where 
elfe, he imagined he law his mrdlers. I'he Kino of 
PrufTia’s artillery was alfo better. ferved, and nuieh'lK‘t- 
tcr j^ofted tlian that of his enemies. 'I he noops of liic 
Circles Hed alinoll without engaging; tlio ndi ec.. 
valry .were difi'Cifed in an inFant by the Pndii.in can- 
non ; a panic fear Ipread every where ; and the frenci; 
infantry retired in r'lfoiairr befoi'e fix battalions of Prul 
fi'Uis. In laa, this waswnoc a batth , but a \vhv)]e arnic 
wiuJi oiieied to I’ghr, and tlien diiperied. Hiho.) l-.u 
Icarccly any exampks of a fimilar ..di ion ; onb two r - 
ginicius of Swils rcmaii^ed in the held, and t'le r'rinev. 
de vSoubizc wa lU throegli tire nhdidl: oi' tlie firin: , to 
make tiicm ieiie.it with liclibeian >n. 

d'hc legiinent of Colonel Ddb.ich, in partieuhir, 
fudaincd lor a long time the bring ot the cannon and 
nndquetry, and th.e atun !:s of rhecavaliy; and it \v'.is 
owing to the Prince de ze that it v. as not brok'ai, 
he partaking of all its ciangeis-|-. I'his Itrantrc* br.tiie 
erKirely changed the face cjf affairs. Murmurs were 
uhiverfal .at Paris. “J he Ikmc Ceneial obtained a v.e- 
tory over the llcin^ns and Hanover;ans the year fol- 
lowing, and it was hardly nientioi.cd. \v’c havc already 

• November, ‘it 57. 

■\ h lb againtl Colonel Dufach diat one La Ilcaumelle hns l)rrn 
plealed' to rail, in a httlc book intiilcd Mes Ptnj ,.f, as well as 
Siguinlt the D'Etlachsy the .S/x'/.-e//, and all the llluUj.ous families (C 
Swilzeilaiiu, who have laviiLcd jiielr blocd fhef’c two ecnriii e* pall In' 
the Kings of i'rance. ']'h<* impucent abufo eiiefs of thib ieliuvv 
to be chaiVifed on all occafions, Vultairc* 

I 


obllrvcd, 
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obfer-zcd, that fuch is the fpiric of a large city, happy 
and idle, and wlioic applaufe is fo much coveted. ^ 
At the fame time nevv difallcrs overwheKned the army 
of Marfial ^Richelieu, which hjid been LdTcncd by the 
Miniftry, who were unwilling to ratUy the convention 
and the conditions v/hich M.nfhal Richclicu had im- 
pofed^ on the i)ukc of Cumberland. By this condinff 
the EngHni (nor without reafon) thought themlelves 
difengaged from their promife. The ratification from 
Verfailles did not arrive hdl five days after the misfor- 
tune ot JTjf[:)ach : after tins, the Englifh recovered, 
ilanovcr in a very fiiort time. 

If the affair of Kolbach was uncommon, what the King 
of Prufila did after this unexpedfed vidfory was ifill 
moie extraordinary. He flew into Sllefni, where the 
Auflrian conquerors had defeated Ids troops, and were 
in poirefliun of Schweidmtz and Breflaii ; and had it 
not been for his great expedition, he would have loft 
Silcfia, and the battle of Rofbach had been of no 
fervice. 

In the courfe of a month he arrived oppofite to the 
Aulfrian army, which he immediately attacked with 
great fury at Liffa. 'Fhe battle lifted five hours-, Dec. 
and Frederic, completely viflorious, re-entered 1757. 
Schweidnuz and Brdlau •, after which t.here was no- 
Jiing but a continual vicifiitude of frequent engagements, 
gained or loft. I'hc French al)ffe were almoft always 
unlucky but the Government was never difeouraged, 
and France drained hcrftlf to lend armies conftantly 
into Germany. ^ ^ 

I'he K ng of Pruflia greatly weakened hin^feU by fo 
many •battles. The RuHians toolhithe whole Kingdom 
of Pruftia from him, ’and ravaged Pomerania, while 
he was Fi) ingwafte Saxony. The.\uftrians,and aftervfards 
the RiuTans, entered iierbn. Almoft the wlioleof his fa- 
ther’s trealuixs, and thole which he himfelf had amaifed, 
were necelfarily expended in this war, io ruinous to all par- 
ties V he was therefore obliged to luve rccourfe to the 
Itibfidies of idngland. I'he Auftnans, French, and Rui- 
^ans, were never dilcotii aged^ but puriued him conti- 
nually. 
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nually. His family durfl: no longer remain in Berlin, 
fo frequently expoled ^ they were obliged to take ici ugc 
in Magdebourgi and as for himfclf, after fo many 
different fuccefles, hc'was in "1762 enticnched under 
Breflau. Maria-Therefa feemed to be on the point of 
recovering Silefia, He had lo(l Drefden, and all that 
part of Saxony which borders on Bohemia; and the 
King of Poland was in hopes of re entering his heiedi- 
tary eftates, when the death of Elizabeth Emprefs of 

Jan. 6, RulTia gave again a new face to affairs, which 
had fo otten changed. 

As the new Emperor, Peter III. had long been a 
fccret friend to the King of Pruffia, as foon as he afeended 
the throne, he not only made peace with h^m, but 
became his ally againft the fame Emprefs- Qiieen to 
whom Elizabeth had always been a conllant friend. 
Thus, all on a ludden, we fee the King of Pruflia, who 
had been fo prefTed by the Rufiians and Auftriai^s, pre- 
paring to enter Bohemia by the ailiftancc of an army 
of the fame Ruffians who had fought agamfl: him lomc 
weeks before. 

This new fituation was as quickly diibrd'Tcd as it 
had been formed, A fudden revolution altered tlie 
affairs of Kuffia, 

Peter III. wanted to divorce his wife, and fet the Na- 
tion againft him. He had faid, one day, when he was 
intoxicated with liquor, to the regiment of Preo'oa- 
fanfki on the parade, that he would Ix-ac them wuh fifty 
Pruffians. It was that regiment which prevented ii;s 
d^figns, tmd dethrone d h.m. The foldiers and the peo- 
ple declared againft him. He was purfoed, taken, and 
put into a*prifo1i, wh^^e lie comfoned himfeit in dunking 
punch lor eight days togciher, at the end of which he 
died I'hc army and citizens with one voice pro- 

• The jmperftMfl account given by M. dc Voltaire of this ftrangc 
fcvorStion, the contemptuous manner in wiUeh he fpeaks of the un- 
fortunate Emperor, and the erroneous acc( iint he gives of his deatli, 
arc all frtih proofs of his partWAllty. Jn a very few words he might 
have givtn a dearer idea of the truth. Peter, with no lalcntr- f(ir 
lech \alt j rcjecU, had xcfjlvc J to iiitioducc a number ol inuovationi 
2 claimal 
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claimed his wife, Catherine Anhalt, Emprcfs, althouoh 
jhe was a foreif^ner *, being of the Houie of Afcanta 
one of the* moil ancient, in Europe. It is Jlie who has 
lince become the real EegiHa.ri.t of that vail Empire. 
Thus RulTia has been govern^^d by five women fuccef^ 
lively: Gathering widow of Peter the Great; Ann, 
niece of that Monarch; the Dutchefs of Brunfwick* 
Regent under the fliort reign of her unhappy fon, Prince 
Ivan; Elizabeth, daughter of Czar Peter the Great 
and of Catherine I.; and in fine, this Catherine II. who 
in fo fliort a time has raifed herfelf fo great a name. 
This fucceflion ol five women without interruption is a 
Angular event in the hillory of the world. 

The King of PrufTia being deprived of the fuccours 
of the KulTian Emperor, v/iio wanted to fight under 
him, did not carry on the war with Ids vigilance 
againd the Houle of Aullna, one-lialf of the Empire, 
France and Sweden. 

It is true, that the cicploits of the Swedes were not 
thofe Ol (juilavus Adolphus. His lilter, wife of the 
King of Sweden, had no inclination lo do him mifcJiief. 
Jc was not the Court or Stockholm who took arms 
againll him, it was the Seria'c*; and the Senate did it 
becaule France gave them money. Though the Court 

into his Government. He begin with the army and theclcigv; 
lie cxalperatcd bath ; '’nd not h.iviug con#ertca his ineafures with 
that piecaution a,nd dclibciatioii whi^ii luck enterprizci r. quire, be- 
fore tiiey are carried into execution, he fell a viitim to his want of 
Hnderdanding, and Ids ainbiticn to im'tate Emporors, kiiigs and 
Legillators, men of the hrd abilities, and bleflcd with 4?croic fo^ 
t'tudc. Peter the Great and the Kir^ of Fruiha weie the models 
he had hi vievv, without the lead cipacitw to cop’* after^he draw’- 
ings of thefe celebrated warriors and lcg;llalt)rs. As to the manner 
of his death, it is well knowm that tiie refentment of a flighted 
woman, whole afiedion (if ever the had any for her hulband) was 
changed to extreme hatred, cocaiioiied it, and that* m the moll 
cruel manner. d he priells and his wife glutted their fury, by 
making him expire under the moll horrid tortures. 1 he Edit«^of 
this tranflation faw a copy of the memoirs of this revolution, (printed 
at London, bought up, or otherwii'e ^luppr^lled by the RuiTian 
h'liiiiiler) in wh'ca all the circumllances of hia tragic end arc related 
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was not able to prevent the Senate from fending troops 
into Pomerania, yet it was powerful enough to render 
them ufclef*^ ; and, in reality, the Swedes only made a 
femblance of making vvar for the little nmney that was 
given them. 

It was chiefly in Germany tliat blood was continually 
fpilt, the frontiers of Prance being never at acin.]. 
Germany became a gulf which fwaiiowed up tlie hlo tl 
and tieafures of Fiauuc. The limits of this hidoiy, , 
which is only a fumniary, will not allow a detail ol t!ic 
prodigious number oi' enp^ageincnts which hap-gened 
from the banks ot the Baltic as t ;r as the Rhii^e : 
hardly any Ixutle liad great confe(]uenies, becaule tacli 
of the Powers had conilant rtiouices. It w'as qude 
otherwife in Am.crica ami India, where th.e lots of tv ; Ivc 
Itundred men is irreparable, iv/en tlie l)aitle (d iUd- 
bach wais nvot tollowed by ar.y revoluliop. J h; IvPiiti 
lod by t!ie I'ren- It near Minden ^ in igyo, and V:r oim r 
('hecks thev lufiered lendtted their atidiis r nojoai ;■, 
bur th.ev llili mairua.ned iheir giamovl in Ci imany. 
When tl'.cv wc re ay,,i.n overc vo.Vv* cl C, evcdi Letvccii 
Ch'vos and Cologne, rn.ey roiuiniud, hov.cvey IMi nie- 
fleis of thiC Diuchy oV Cieveg a'ld oi li.e Cny o. 
Gueldres. 

Wiuu was the mod lemaikiMc tlfr.y ui t!;e .' d 'cn C 
Cre\'elr, vras t!ic Plsd rhe C* mi'll tic ( uio' ^ , o;.] ' i' l. 
c)l the Madl'i.il de rit.!!-* ll ■, v 'U) v. i wpu.ivlea iioii ,)i 
at the head ot ius e ar.iiiiiu oi .. I u- a. a w i i i m.tii 
of the greared he'pcs, hem<; equally .n d n 

o^' date and in tire mnlica y arc ; h ‘ v.a. cap nd- oi ; imi 
or leflcr. uiidertakings ; lus |)olit'’' ■ .i was (tju i : j im 
courage-, he was bvloved at Co-mi. inJ. in tfearniy. 
The Meredicary Prince (j 1 Bruiuwnck. who ro'dx him pri- 
foner, t(mk ca.e ot him as of a brotlur, and dnl not !ca\a 
him dill his deatii, v.dueh lie honoured with his tcaro 
IleUovcJ him fo much tiic more, as in him he met with 
his own charader. 

This is the lame Priifcc of Brunfwiek wiio lias fnirc 
travelled througdi Fiance and a great game ot huroip, 
and whom I hive lism enjoying his great reqwiui'dun, h 

♦ / u^ud I. t 23, 175.W 
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the prailcr, due to liiiti, with fo much modcOy I Jc at 
that time fought fometimes as chief, iometimes under 
ills uncle the Prince of, BiunhvLk, brother-in-law to 
the King of Prum.i, ’.vho acquire^ a great' reputation, 
aiid V, no lud t lie l.iuie modelly, the true concomitant of 
glory, and the char.i.f.'riliic of his family. On feveral 
occafior.s tite f 'erednary Prince commancled feparate bo- 
dies, and was often as fuccefsful as enterprizinm 

The b.atlc of Crevelr, which was mentioned at Paris 
w th tlie -p'cateil difcouragement, did not hinder the 
puke de Broglio from obtaining a complete vietory at 
pjcrgen, nc.ir b'l .mkfort g ag-ainll that fame Prince of 
Brunl'.vick, ellct here vidforious, and of meriting the dio- 
nity of Marnt.'d of J 'ranee, after the example of his fa- 
ther and gr.mdfati'.er. It was the fame Prince who gain- 
ei! th.e battle of \\ .n-burg d-, where the Marquis de Cai- 
tres, the P. ince Ron an -Rochefort hi.'; roufin, the Mar- 
quis tie Ectifi, t’ e Count de la Tour du Tin, the Mar- 
O’Uis de Valence, and a prodio^jus ninnber of French 
officers, were wounded. Their misforiunes v,cre proofs 
Of tlieir valour. 

Idle Count dc hTntharey, at the head of a regiment' 
of the Crown, 'vtiriudood the effofts of the enemy a long 
linie. i Ic WM.s ws^unJed by the difeharge of a can- 
nnn, and received two naufquetdliots alTo. 

The brave aclic-i;, ot fo many officers and foldiers are 
numerable in ail t'.-e'.e wars ; hut* there were fome lb 
lingular, loO/v/^'Ycin tlieir kind, that one muk be den- 
cieiu to his country to fuller them to Deep in oblivion. 

I ffiall mention one as an e.xample, which merits to 
ever prclervcd \n the memory of the French. 

I’he Hereditary Prince of Brunfw*kk had a defign to 
turpi i(e a dctachmcntof the army commanded by the 
Marquis dc Catlrcs near Wcfel J. This French General, 
hilpeding the pur[)ofc of the Prince, lent out as a icout 
Mr. d’Afias, a Captain in the regiment ot Auvetg^e. 
his officer liad not marched far, when iome grenadiers 
the enemy lying in ambuni% lurrounded and kized 

* April 13, 1739. "I Ro V59* f 

him 



222 


rtiE AGE OE LOtrrs XV. 


him at a little diftancc from his regiment. They pre- 
fented their bayonets and told him, tliat if he made the 
leaft noife he was a dead man.' Mr. d’Aflas, collefting 
all his force in order ib ftrengthen his voice^ cried out, 
‘‘ Come on, my good regiment of Auvergne, here are 
your enemies !” He was inftantly dabbed to death. 
This devotement, fo worthy of the ancient Romans, 
would have been immortalized by them. In thofe 
times they ufed to raife ftatues to fuch men. In our 
days they are forgotten ; and it was not till a confi- 
dcrable time after my having written the former edi- 
tion of this hiftory, that I was informed of this me- 
morable aftion *. 

The frequent fucceffes of the young Hereditary Prince 
did not, however, prevent the Prince of Conde (much 
about his age, and his rival in glory) from getting the 
advantage of him fix leagues from Frankfort, towards 
Wetcravia f . It was there that the Prince of Brunfwick 
was wounded, and that all the French officers were in- 
tcrefted as much for his cure as for their own. 

What was the rcfult of this innumerable multitude of 
battles, of which even tl\e recital at this day is tedious to 
thofe who there fignalized themfclves ? What remains 
after fo many efforts ? Nothing but blood fpik to no 
purpofe in uncultivated and ruined countrits ; villages 
deftroyedi families i^educedco beggary-, and but rarely 

• This memorahle ftory is very obfcurcly or imperfeiUy told by Mr. 
Voltaire. It requires fome gue/s-^workf cr f.lliv.gi-up^ to er. title Cap- 
tajn d^AJfaviQ the Roman honour here claimed for him by our au- 
thor. It is to be fuppofed that this exertion of voice by Mi. 
was in ordei to warn the regiment d’Auvergne either to retreat or put 
themfclves in a poflure of defence. Eut then the hneho of the Mar- 
quis dc Caftres does not feem warrantable. It might bo thought a 
much better and lafer rufe dt guerre to have fent the Trout forward^ 
with running edntries behind to convey an alarm to the camp, than to 
rifk the lofs of the whole regiment d’Auvergne, which might have 
bcen-f-rrounded as wdil as the fcout ; th« difpofition of the anibufcadc 
not having been known at the time that this cunning device w.i 
framed. But 1 leave the Marquis and the Captain in quiet poITeflioa 
of the laurels that M. Voltaire has fo elaborately twined for them, 
and humbly take my leave of the fcbjc^I, Tfanjlator. 
f Aug. 30. 1762. 

even 
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even awhifper of thofc calamities reached fo far as Paris, 
always profoundly engaged in plcafurcs, or in difputes 
equally frivolous. 


C H A P. XXXIV. 


^be French unfortunate in the Four ^tarters of the World, 
Difafters of Governor Du IHeix, Fbe Punijhment of 
General Lally, 


1 “FRANCE at that time feemed to be more drained 
^ of men and money in its alliance with Auftria, 
than it had appeared to have been in two hun- 
dred years war againft it. In the fame manner it coll' 
Louis XIV. more to alTilt Spain, than had been fpenc 
in fi<^»'hting againft it finte the time of Louis XII. I he 
refources of France have healed thofe wounds ; but they 
have not been vet able to repair thofe received in Alia, 


Africa, and America. 

The French appeared at hrlt triumphant in Aha, and 
the India Company to its misfortune was viaorious. 
Ever fince the irruption of Shah-Nadir, the Empire of 
India was nothing but anarchy. The Subahs, who are 
Viceroys, or rather tributary Kings? bought their King* 
doms at the Court of the great Padifha-Mopl, and 
reiold their Provinces to Nabobs, who for ready money 
ceded wlvoleditlricts to the Kajas. It often happened that 
the Minilters of the Great Mogul, having given^a patent 
for a King, gave the iame parent to ^^im vvfio wou pay 
more. Subahs, Nabobs, and Rajas, ufeu the ame me 
. thod ; and every one (upported with arms tne^rig t w ic 
' he liad dearly purchakd. As for the Mahrattocs, they 

declared for him who would pay them bat, and £ipn- 

dered both friends and toes 1 wo b-ittalions o ' 
or Englidi could beat thofe imdifciplmed muKituaes 
who had no art, and who (the Mahrattocs cKCcp 

even wanted courage, "I he weakcil then imp -rec 

^ pro* 
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proteflion of merchants fettled there fiuni France .. vj 
England to enable them to he Kirfgs in India, l)c(ai!;c 
they could turnilh tluvai with fdliccis and luldiers fn n 
Europe. Ir was on iIk^c occa(ion') that a fifiydc 
could fomctiines make a grca.tcr iortunc in tin.r couiui 
than any General ('an amon‘.;u^’. 


Whde the Princes oi thePcmniiila were diting afiioii- 


themfelvcs, we have fen that tliol'e Fr nc. 

'll and 

Fra ,1 

idi 

merchants were engaged in war alio, l ee 

aulc 

tlieii' 

re- 

fpedive Kings weie at vaii me in luno-pe, 




After the ['cace of ig.^S, (d./einor Du 

PI ix 

k('pi 

in 

pay the fesv tix^ons that h(“ had i;:’, as 

well 

iih l‘ 


diersfrom Furope, wliom they (.all v. !i te:; 

, as t 

e 1 ';Lk 

ivs 

ot the Iflands tranfplaiued into Indri, an; 

d tile 

k.n '(. 

■•y s 

and pion Indian .. 



One of the Ufder-tyr.nnt.s (F ilude p.nA, 

iian'c: 

d Cn; 

'ii- 

dafaeb, ^vh()V^a.s .n Aiabnui advciUiner, b' 

nrn in 

the t 



lart loutii call ot jciulal-on, and. tr.iC.ij) ..nted into I; ^ i 
topulli Ills fornnif, L.,,! ’o.unnw Icn-in L;\/ to a d ,> od 
of Arcot. 'I ids Aiab a',.M'i’in r- d In , j' :.'a d.. ; 

brother, and liis lupluw ; and. n.o " c:; aid : C' (; 

verfe of fortune proportv.)”i vi n* ^ d • 

courfc to Cd)ven.or ] ni 1 IlF i , ( . di L'. \F , T 

Arcor, on v/hieli idnaiiiheriy i. d., > . .d a.r, ]' : a 
forthwith lent Inm leei'ily lan nn. , nd 1 ns ^d; i , 
whieh, joined fo fie; wrecks < a ' ti. . oa e - 

lain, procured him ilic \'i. er..) .dn / i . i'. ' 

money and intrigues hr (;btajneci td. ' c.io! o.i ^ 

\dceroynjip. As iocni as lie \.i> in } oddlf.^ n, c 
ETu Pleix lent him tiv^ops. Wdln tiioK: t ci'p: ladod :;) 
his owm he foi^^jju the leal Vic. ro\ oi' Aicoi. d'L> 
the lame Anaverdiltan, ap^ed oi.e in indreu anulhoen’v ", 
whom v/e have alic.idy mentiona;, and Nviio w\. ■ :.dd..^. 
the head of hks army. 

Idle conqueror Chandafam, being pofellld oi d 
trealtfre^ of the decealed, d/fiidnued to the an.onni .1 
two hundred thoufand livie.', amongdl the lulvluis i.uin 
Pondicherry. lie heap»-d p eiaii b upon the (S-n a.--, 
and afterwards made a put oi' ihii ty-fivc Aldu es U) 
India Company. AkieV* lig' ilks a vijl ige. It is aicrir. diij 

llic'U 
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ufed in Spain fincc the invafion of the Arabs, who pre- 
dominated equally in Spain and in India-, the traces of 
whofe language are left Jn more than one hundred pro- 
vinces. { 

This fuci'cfs awakened the Englifli : they immediate- 
ly took the part ot the vanquifhed family. There v;ere 
two Nabobs ♦, and as the Subah or King of Dccan was 
in alliance with the government of Pondicherry, foano- 
thcrKing, Ids competitor, joined himfcU to the Englifh. 
'fhus a blood;/ w \r vvas again lighted bet//cen the fadto- 
lics of France and Idiglandon t,.e coafes of Coromandel, 
at a time wlicn i Cm ope enjoyed peace. They confumed 
in this war, both on one lide and the other, all the funds 
appropn it(‘d to commeiee, and each party hoped loie- 
rmburic ifielt tio'rn the tic.dures ot the l.aoian Princes. 

PiOth fides fiieweJ pre :t eouraLC. McfTieurs d’Autcuih 
(!(* Bi’dly, L.af aii:l a great many more, hgnalized rhem- 
lei'/es by ac'uons winch might have gained apnianfe in the 
armies of iVla!' dial Saxe. /\bove ali, tliciewre; an ('x- 
i ioit as ailondln;’:’ as it is mdnbit.hjle ; w'hmh i., that: 
ail ofli^er name 1 h/lr. I'e l.i rouche, foilowed Ip/ t,hree 
bundled i' renclnrien, in: rounded bran army o: eighty 


thoulaiul men, w'hiC 

Ii i!m<\ 

'teiied Po'idiv'iic! r/, penrli I'.ed 

ill till! 

: nigiit ii'to ch 

.eir c.in 

1:', huie.i rwtive nun died men 

w ic!;o 

ut iofngLr i.io: 

e th i' 

1 two Ikldn.ers, pur that gres; 

r.;iny 

into r.m:U;m 

irion, . 

um c;.., ■■ ]y enipei fed if. 1 lui 

it c c 1 w n 

i vvMs iUi Cino 

to 

(A tre t!?iee i-Uiidied Spartans 


at tlic pafs of i nennog\].e, d.we Cie bpattans peii hed 
ihrie, wiieicas ti.e Fiencii \..re coiupacrois. But per- 
haps we do not hn r.v iiow to ca Cbiate eneug^'T what ^ie- 
lerves praile ; aiul ti/e neraulc multittme ol our 

battles* cx' inguiiims rlic.r glory. • 

1 he King pTutreled i^y i!ie hre'P.t. Ii was named 
M‘ juZti-Fei i'iiigi.e. i Ic w a.' hl [mcw to inedMag lavour- 
cd by the Engl fn. The m.de had taken t;.e neplsew 
priluncr, anel nad not put idm to death, accord. the 
cuii.mi of t:.e family. FIc kept hini loa.Ad wuh irons 
in the retinue of his ariiiits, wi&li a. p^o. t oi n s crcaiures.^ 
Governor Du Plcix manag‘:U lo wdi ^YIlh me cniccis ot 

VoL. nr. 
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tlic enemy, that in a lecond battle the conqueror 
IVlouza-Fcrfmgue was aflaflinaied. The captive became 
King, and the treaiuies of his enemy were hisconqinip 
There were ih the cam« I’eventetn millions in fpecie, the 
gfeatefl; part of whicn Mouza-Fcrfingue promifed to 
the India Company. The little French army divided 
tvvclve handled thoufand livres. All the Officers were 
better rewarded than they would have been by any 
Potentate of Kurope. 

Du Pleix received Moiiza-Ferfingiie in Pondicherry, 
as a great King does the honour or' his Court to a 
neigh [)ouring Monarch. The nevv/ Subah, who was 
indebted to him ibr his crown, gav<‘ Ins IVotcCtor eifn'uv 
7\idccs, a pcnfion of two huiuiad and lorty thoiil.imi 
livics for hinnclf, as much lor ivladiaine i)u f f ix, and 
oiieoff>riy tiK^ulandcrowns to a Daiigl.tcr oi Mauamc 
Du f'ieix by a fonr.cr marriage. Chandalatb, tiir 
bei'.ciaLcor arwl dependant, was appointvd Viceroy ol 
Ai'cot. 'riiepo.ijp ot Du Pleix at leall equalled th.a: ut 
the two Prince^. He went betore them carried in a 
palanquin, ek'CK'fcd by five hundred giiaids, [ircceded 
by inainial niuhe, and lullovvcd by armcii elephanis. 

After tlic ck at h of h t ckquiKiant Monza- Fcrfmgue, 
^^lio was killed in a ictlitcjn (d his troops, lie .igain 
named another King, and received troin him lour Iniaii 
jiioviiiCLW as a gde for the Company. He was flattered 
from all (|uarmns, that before the expiration of a )e.ir 
he w'Oiild make the (ireat Mogul tremble. He was 
Sovereign in fact *, tor having bought a patent ot \bcc- 
rovoi tliC, Carnatic at the C hancery oi tke Cireat Mvigul, 
toV tiie moderate lum of two iuindretl and forty thoulana 
livres, he foimd hiinli. If equal to Ids creature Ch.iiula- 
lacb, and much fuperior to him by his credit, d Ind 
he was a i\ia»qi.is in France, and decorated with die 
(irand O. derot bt. Louis, yet thole feeble honours were 
but trilling, when comparea to his dignity and ptnver m 
IndiT; 1 iiave leen Ictteis wherein Ins wife was treaitel 
as a Queen. So niiich^ lucceis and pdory dazzled die 
e,es of the Company, ut the Proprietors, and even ot die 
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^Inin.ry. 1 iiCtit of tlicir cnthufiaini was ainiofl as 
great as in the bei^inninj of the fcheme ; and their 
hopes were very diffcrendy founded, b-caufe it appeared, 
that the lancis alone^ wlifch were {eded to the Company 
produced about thirty-nine millions of livres yearly. 
In common, they fold goods to the amount of twenty 
millions ev^ery year in France, at Port TOrient. It 
feerneJ that the Company might reckon upon fifty 
millions yearly, all expenccs paid. There is not a 
Sovereign in Europe, nor perhaps on earth, who is 
pofTc fifed of fuch a revenue, when all charges are de- 
frayed. Even the excels ot thofe riches ou ^hc to have 
rendered them doubthil. And in fine, all that grandeur 
and proiperity vamfiiecf like a dream ; and France a 
fecond time perceived that its opulence had been only 
imaginary. 

I'he Marquis Du Ple.x infifted on laying fiege to the 
capital of M-diira, in th-r neighbourhood of Arcor. 
1 he Pnglilh lent luccours to that place, i he oiiiccrs 
repreferned to him the iinpOilibility of the eiverpr ze : 
he was oblf nate ^ and having given orders u.orc like a 
king who would be obeyed, than like a min employed 
for the Ervice of tlic Company* it happen d that tiie 
bditgers were vanquilhed by the bciiegevh Dne-half 
ot huS army v;as killed, and the other taken prilbnerd. 
d he immenfe cxpencrs laviilied tor thoie conqueils 
were lott and his dependant Cluiniialaeb, having been 
taken in the rout, was beheaded. It v/as the f.anous 
Lord Clive who had the pnncnnil liand in the victory *, 
anh it was by that he beg. m his glorious rari^T, whwh 
has lince procured ahnml all Bengal to the Fnglhb 
Company. Fie acquired and pa'^erved^the grandeur 
iind riclies of wh ch Du Pleix had a glimplr. In fine, 
ever iince tliat day, the Fiench Company has tallen into 
the molf fatal decay. 

In 1733 Du Pleix was recalled. To him who had 
played the pare of a great King, they g^vc a iucceiun* 
who only adred as a good m%i chant. Du Pieix was 


• March, 17 ^'2. 


reduced 
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iTcluccvl to the lad rctnaiiis of !rs foriiine 

r.iris with the Iiuii i Coiiipanv , and to iolu ir „ 

of his Judges in tlur antichainbcr. Ik* th- d f;on 
of vexation*, but Fdndichcny was rcicrvcd Jur ],jlj 
greater misfortunes. # 

The fatal war of 1756 having broke out in Europe^ 
the French Miniftry being afraid, with too great rcMlo i’ 
for Pondicherry, and for all the Icttlements in 
fent thither Lieutenant-General Count Lally. He w.is 
an Irifliman, of one of thole families wiiicli cainc over 
to France with that of the unforiunatc James r',e 
Second. He had lo diltinginlhed himlclf at tlie b 
of ]d)ntenoy, where he had takeii feveral Lnplifn O:;;; ;•, 
his ow/i hand, that theKiiM’; made hrm a Cdd-ne! ,.ii 
the field of battle •, and it was he who foimcd the jo’.en 
nsoie daring tlnin pracb’c.ible, ol finding in Idapdarid 
with ten ihouland ir.eii, vJien Ih-inec Ciiarlesdkiv, 
was ihvTC dilputing the cu)wii. His Initrcd againfi; ['.tr 
Famjil]), and ihis courage, gained Ivim the pief-Knce 'o 
go to fight th.em on the cordl ot Coromand/l. B.:i 
iiniortiinat ly, he did not join to hi; valour tire prudence, 
mrHleraticm, and patience, nceeiV.iry for io dificui: a 
commillion. He figureef to himfeif tliat Arcct was lli 1 
the ct.untiy of ricl'.cs, — tiiat Pondielierry was v,cil 
proviiled with every thing, — that he lliould be congdi tely 
afilUd by tlie Company, by troops, and elpec laliy 
by his old Irlfi regiment, which he carried over wn!i 
him. But he was deceived in all his cxpcdlations. — He 
toinul no money in the cofiers,— little ammumiion et 
any jort,-Lblaeks and Teapoys unarmed, — lome indivn 
duals ric.’L anjJ the colon/ poor, withou: ary fuberdi- 
nation. 'I'ieleobjeks piovoked him, and kindled that 
ill tem[ier in him whivh is lo unbreoming in a ('oin* 
niandcr, and which is aKva)s hurtful in ail .diiiiis: 
whcicMS, if he had kept fair with the Council, and had 
oardkd tlic prinei])al officers, he miglic have l»ecn aide 
to liavc p-'.cured affillance in money, to have dlaUlilhcd 
union, ami put ikmdichc'rry in fafety. 

The Diredoih of the India Company in Iktris laid 
intrcutcu Jum, at iu^ depai'turc, to reform the numcmis 

2 ‘‘ abuk'i» 
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the cxr.iTivr jM'-nli- ij;ry, and the -rear Hi]. 

order which !i ui ahl'jrh'cd the rcvcnu..i.” i [b availed 
Idiurdf too much of that reqiuiR, and d ade himklf 
enemies of jll thole who were to obey him. 

Notwiclidaiuiing the difniul alpcdl: under which all 
things appeal eci to him, he at hrth met with good luc- 
ccls. took fort St. David'*', feme leagues dillanc 
from Pondich.crry, from theEnglilli, and razai its walls. 
If v/e want to l:now the fource of his cat.dlrophe, fo 
ir.tCK (ling to all t le mditary, it is necellary to read the 
htar whicdi he wrote from the camp before Sc. David, 
to M. de L. eyrie, who was Governor of Pondicherry 
fur the Compa ly. 

‘‘ J'lds h tC'/- f, Si.r, fliall be an eternal fecret between 
“ \M>^i ^nd me, if t ou furmfii me with means to com- 
piece my e.uerp.rize. 1 have left ) on one lojnJred 
chu'jf nd livi'vs of my money to lielp you D deioiy 
‘‘ tiie ex[).'ntes v.'i"di it leeu.res. O.i m,v arriva’, I 
li ive hv,w looiio a .^i;m«.e tor (me liori'dred j'enee m 
\oL:r purl., imr m Oiac or your w’i.}le c oun::!. Von 
l.uV'e <iot \ ie.uied t j e md-v you: c m ir lor ip(\ 

'' ]-. the n.ean time, I looi; upoii ^ou l>j h to he more 
mdeoted to l.hc Co.i'i,.an\' t.itOi 1 .m:, v, ho cnlmkily 
had not the honour oi knowing!:, tut m loie oiu^- 
‘‘ h.il ' of lubdance in 17:0. ir \ c u c-nomu. to 
lee me want for eveiy tid.ig, aiitl be exp. led 10 id:c 
a jpenc.al dii^'.-Uiem, 1 nnid not only .wq j.iinr the 
“ Xmg and the hompiny of me great Zv il whi< h fheir 
“ agents here fnevv ior tiicdr ll j vice •, ma I iii dl take 
cucetu-il riKalures nut 10 i.c c.epm. e..t, du iwg die 
‘‘ InurtJf.ty whieh i v/ilh im.ke ctnnuiy, upon 

“ tile Ipint ot pany niivi p^iiomn mo'.i\em wirh wnom 
1 Ice every member occupied, to tae tofal rik]ae of 
the Company d’ 

Such a Lticr was not cahkilated to pain him iikmds, 
nor to procure him monev. 1 no. p.n he did not exio'C 
money, yet he indifcrec ily ihcwtd I 1 mueli e:iv; agiuilt 
tiiole who had enriched tnenmei.cs, time :t (ncrc.:kJ tiic 

• Apdl 2?, 1743. 
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p^fclic reft ntmcnt againfl him. All the operations of 
war fullered for it. J find in a journal of India, written 
by a principal oifi!.er, ^he following w(Mds; He f[)wihs 
‘‘ of nothing but chains and dungeons, without an/ 
“ regard to the rank ind age of peili ns. ^[ Ie ha- julc 
treated Mr. de jMoracir hinilHf in this manner. i\h'. 
“ I-ally coiiinla O', ef all th.e world, and all the world 
com]);a'ns ot inm. He faid loMr. the C onnt cle 
1 am ler. fible tnat they deted n:e and that they wo'- id 
“ be glad to ke ine at a great didanre. I eng.ipg ir.y 
“ word of Inn.oiir, and I will give it you u’ oer iny 
Iiand, tltat if Mr. J, evrii will o;ve me fi\'e hundmdi 
‘‘ tluAih’nd livos, I will lay down my cliar eg ao,, go 
“ to France iti the tfigne.’’ 

'FIk* jouru.d aitvi-'a r.ds : ‘ \\'c air today at 

Fondnd'icrry in the gieattd rniban df.nent. it is nn- 
“ podible to raife one hnndnxl thouianu ’iip<eg a:;d 
“ tile Icikdeis threaten to t o over to the enemy. 

T\ otwitiiltanoing this (hea.tul coi.tufion, he had tl'e 
refoliition to lav fiege to ?vk;d’-aA, aim immuhajelv r(a h 
poi.eihon ( i the bhe k d'ow n * ; htit limi w ;s joec 1 iv' 
wiiat hindeo d iinn trum iueneevdm^ henne tin 1’;'! 
"rown, (U* F( rt St. Grorge. He v, u/te i iit.s 1 ; cm i. ^ 
camp befoie tiiat hurt, th.e iith of hebrm.ry, i / y} : 

‘‘ If we fail of Madras (as 1 believe we ll all}, the pon- 
“ cipal reafon to ;bvhich it iiiud be attnbuteck is fiie 
“ jdillagc of fifreen rnillicms at lead, wallui and diiln- 
“ buted among the l(>ldiers ; and I am allianud to td! 

‘‘ it, thgre are among theoffivers too, wdio are not afra-d 
of tiling my name, in employing the cludny^’nm, 

“ fcapoVs, «nd others, in order to convey [\.iw.\- 
‘‘ cherry a booty which you fliould have arrci.ed on 
*• account of its enormous quantity.” 

I have the journal of .1 • -encrai Officer wdiich I have , 
already quoted. I'hc author is no friend to Cc)unt 
LalT\ ; veiy far from it: his tedimony is on that^.m 
count the more acccpuible, wlien he cun'nrms the Ir.iuc 

♦ Dccrnil'cr, 1758. 
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grievances which occafioned Lally to tlefpalr. UeA. 
preiles himfelf thus particuL.rly : * • 

“ The immenfe piilipgc maH*e by the troons in the 
“ Black Town, had brought plenty amonr> them. Laroe 
wan houiVs of ilrong liq.mrs had led the;n to tlrunk- 
ennefs, and all the evils which it produces. 1 his 
“ circumllance lliould have been forcuan. 'plic works 
and the entrenchments were all in the hands of 
‘‘ drunkards, 'khc regiment of Lorrain alone was free 
“ from that contagion ; but the other troops dillin- 
“ gui ' ed fhe.idelves in it. The regiment of [.ally lur- 
pdfed them all. From thence arolc the mollTnameful 
Irenes, and the moit.dclcruaive of fubordination and 
“ dilmpline. Olficers we-re feen wreftling with the fol- 
“ diers, and a thouland other infam<jus addions ^ the 
deta 1 01 which, confined within the boun/softhe 
moil frri^.l: veracity, would appear to be a monftrous 
‘‘ exaggeration.'’ 

Cou.u 1 ally wrote, in ftill greater dcfpair, this 
mourniul lerrcr ^ 1 !i has ipewed me into ihis coun- 
“ try of wickedneS; and 1 wait, like Jonas, for the 
“ wlialc to receive 11 . e in its belle.” 

While fuch diiordei pmvair d, nothing could fuc- 
ceed : the fiege was raifeu, after loiing part ot tiie army. 
The other eiucrpnzes were ilili more msfortiinate, both 
by lea and land. The troops revolted, and were with 
difRculty appcafedi. They were *twicc 1-d ig the Ge- 
neral to engige in a fiiuil lilind, named \ anuavachi, 
where lie liad" raired. In the lecond engagement he 
was entirely defeated. Buiry, Marihal ot dhe caaap, 
the molt ufelul man in India for \var an^ negotiations, 
was talven prilonerf. General Lall^ remained alone, toi 
fome time, on the held of battle, abandoned Dy ail his 
forces. d'hc Mahrattoes obtained this .vi 'lory ; and 
this proves how formidable thole Indian lepublicans 
iJte J:. 


* Dec. 27, 175S. -f Jan. C2, 176c, 
t Several writers Gy, that they have a King*, but they have only 
elective Chief. ^ - 

O 4 Aftei' 
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lifter a great many other lolics, it was at lafi: necefTary 
to retiic to Pondicherry. An hT.jhHi Iquadron of fix- 
teen nu-n oi wjr, after indecJ'ue adiun, ol^ligevi rh‘ 
French iquadroii, feiu^to the ahhlancc of riie Colony, 
to quit the harbour of l^ondicherr y, to iCfit 111 tiiC 
iric of Bourbon. 

There was in the town fixty thoufami bla< k inhah- 
tants, ard live or fix hundred Eiirc'pean faniihes, wjrli 
verv little qrovilf 'i'hc Cicneral at once propoled 
to turnout the bh;ck'^, vviio I’aniilheb lA)iui;(heiTy ; l)ut 
how chace away iixi, th(>ufand ? I'h'- Council durft not 
atteinpr it The Clenciad having leiCIved to Hand t!ic 
fiege to the lit. 'ull cxtrennt\, arid publdhing a ban ["ly 
whicli it was lorbid ien to *>] eak of fur>en(i( iing on paen 
of deaths v/as forced to order a iliicl fearch to be made 
afcM' provilions ii' all the houi’ s cd' the town. 'I h:s 
fearch v. as made, without d llmctinn, in the houies of 
the Intendant, o.‘ .dl the CCuncii, and oi tlir [irirvnnd 
ofheers. This mealure comj'letely irritated the minds 
of the people in general, already too much alienated 
fions hiiiK It vvaS but to weii known svit’i whal coiv 
tempt and (eV(TUy ht ha^l ii'Laud all t'u: (founuh lie 
had iaui j ubl. 'e, in (,ne ul in ;>pcUin('u, ^'1 wni 
‘‘ not wait ion^ I ;• the aiutuuniorai wOk Ir thc'V hsve 
“ ])romiltd me; but will I: u ne!s ( 30 vern('.r I.c-n-n .-nd 
“ all tfie vui'iidl to the eirauuh.t, ii’ neied.ne.” I ^n.: 
Cnivuiuof [.. yriL fluvnd a hr cr to r’le (n'.u.f', .. I- 
ci edeJ a I'm y t iiu* l'».tt>ie 10 hiiidt!', in \s h ' n oe,L 
follow:;; ; w « uk: I wmid. i.-n -n g-'. 10 (oinmir.d ; 

‘‘ (fahns lir.m lein.'i.n ,.i tin. Sod^an, w!m h nu a 

I'ooner f \ Lut b^- dv 11 1 oyed by the hard ll\ lips 
“ waint of tint of i ieieui.” 

In thi^ in.nnrer, by h.s complaints and tinbuleiu } al- 
fions, l uilly ii.ivi m idu hiiidelf as many lees as tlrerc 
were (dll' ( rs and inirabitants in Pondiciiei ry. 

7 'hey reruined outrage for outrage, it ic king up at his 
gate libels far moic iiiiiilLn.g, tiian his letters i)r diC 
rcuries. Jrie was arui.ued to iir. h a degree, tii ‘C 
fome pauit ulai t n.es, he apjre.ired to be light htaujed 
cholcr and 1; Oiua.iu ic o:tua produces this lad client. 

‘ A fon 
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A (on of the late Nabob Chanfbilaeb was at this time 


a refugee in Ponditiwrrv, wi 

tn ills n 

vzdv r. An ofHccr 

lately landed v/ t 

n me rrencn< 

11"' t 

i!' h ;s returned, a 

man equally in 

iparra'l and ( 

crwJiLle. 

, I'moitg that this 

Indian having f. 

itma Iren th- 

‘•rrnc! 

1 General lying on 

his be'^ to' diy 

r dC'V, ihy.., 

naf 

5 cml thr phi 1ms, 

jdrioufiy dci.^air 

dad O’l an oil 

1 T vng 

1 vct.il kno I, ‘Mf 

“ it \\a. cu'.lom 

ary tor the K 

n y o'f 

h ranee to hoofe a 

‘‘ nradnian ior 

his Grand \ 

kz:r 

1 i.c officer being 

alronilhet], laid 

to him, 

Why d 

0 vou a Pc me lo 


llrange a v.]iiclHon r” “ Becaule, rephsd the ItKiian, 
“ yo’-ir Grand Vizir has fciit ns a madman lo K tde the 
afi.nr-, of indhi.” 

By this time the Englifli had 1 lecked i][) i'ondi- 
cherry, both by lea and land, and tue (iincral liud no 
other rclouree than fo treat with the ivVen wiio 


luid beaten h;rn. Tiiey had proiniled to aliilc him vduh 
eighte^ n ihoid md men •, bnt iufnecling Iw had n - money 
to give thun, not one appeared, .n)d Pond, cherry vva; 
oblu'ed to Im lurreiulcr-d the Goimcd ot' winch hnn- 


moned the Count d^* Paid; t 
council or wa.o c.nd tme oin( 
tiieiulelves prii-me ^ o. uar, a 
carcei^ ^ but Cjmcwd C oou* 
line at dhcrctun. 1 he b; 
David’s -j-, iheKnvl.miiad a r 
dmiiC.;;, Cemm L. :My in \ 
tel, bo:n by worui c-r mm i!: : 
peiilhed wrii irjn„ci m toe 
u[) to the cOiiquerors, v. no Ic 
tions^ the walls, the inagaz 
works. 

At the very time t’nc En 
conquertxi loaded cacli other 
The inhabitants fought the 
glllh Comnsander was oon e 
he was removed as a lick \ 
had two pillols in his hando 


o ' apituk’tc. Hr caljtd a 
:-rs (uiiCiLidcd to iurrcnclcr 
to t!ic eltablillied 
V ui.l'-i have the town liib- 
eewh having deliroyed St. 
it;!w lo nu:keade:ertot Poim 
nn claim to tnc Cu;- 

nd in 'vvotmg. "1 iic people 
L ",vn, wliicu was tklivcrcxi 
on after razed ?he forcjht'^- 

and all t.iC principal 

• * • 

« 

.■Jlili cntcrcti tliL town, die 
with reproaches and abule. 
Cic'i' ral’s litc, and ti.e hn- 
d to give hint a gtta'd, and 
u-rloir in a P.danqu.n. He 
■ \v,th which he threatened 


• January i/*'- f 


tke 
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the lives of the mutineers, who, rcrpt-diiig the r.nglifli 
guard, ran to the Cominiilary of war, wlio was an 
ancient officer, Intcndantof the army, and a Chevalier 
of the Order of St. Lrouis, who drew Ivs Iword j and 
one of the moll furious ailvanciiig towards him, was 
woun'led by it, but kill d him. 

Such was the deploiable condition of Pondicherry, 
the inhabitants of which did themfelvcs more harm 
than they received from their conquerors. The General 
and above two thoufand prifoners were tranfported 
into England ; and even in their long and dangerous 
voyage they reciprocally accufed each other with then- 
common misioruiii' s. 

'I'hey weie h u*dly anived in London, wIkh they wrote 
againlt Lally and the Imall num()er of pc rums wiio iiad 
been attached to him. Lally and his piny w rote agamlt 
the Coum il, r!:e ( f iccrs, and liie in' abit.mts. lie 
was lb far p rlii'i lec! that tlicy were all reprdienfible, 
and that he on'y \t.is in tlie right, that he came to I ;n- 
tainbleau, tl'(OUg;h an Fnglifn jjriloner, and olfered to 
furrend. r himLif up into the iialuie L lie was taken 
at his worvi ; andl a-, ii;on as he was ccmfi.ed, the eioud 
of his etKaifcs, in'Uad erf beings tiimmdhcd by com- 
panion, were augir'cntcd. He remaiiud littuen months 
in prilon wiilmuc i eieg onee examineci. 

In the year tyoq tlieie died at faris one Lavaur, 
a Jefuir, who had [.cm a Jong timcemplo)ed m thole 
fort ol mdlions in the Indu s, wlune, umler pretence of 
fpintual affairs, tin* prieiis employ tlunifclves in pio- 
phane ones, and oltencr gain n.orc money than loiils. 
1 his’ Jefuit demandetl from the Miniltry a penlion ot 
four hundred tivies ,lo retire, and take care ol his 
foul at lVr:gorJ, which was his counn-y ; and they 
found in his box about one million one hundred tiiou- 
land livres of'eiicCts, cither in bills, -money, or )e\wis. 
'I'he like has been allb lately leen at Naples, at the 
death of the famous jeluit Pej)[)e, whom they verc 
ready to canonize. ^ he,y did not canonize Lavaur^ 


November, 1762, 


hut 



irllE AGE OF /.GUIS XV. 

l)Ut feqneflered his treafu'^f". In rhs h:)Y n.; hod a lono- 
memorial minuted in detached p^.v.- npainil Lally, 
ia which the latter was arcufed o; cmiv z:.l lu; r.t ,tnd h)p,h- 
treaion. d nc wntiP^.^s ot L;.e)Ielj:ts h > ' a.t ties tnne 
us little credit as their perldns, hr.! nlv:d France; 

but this mcuM)iiai appeaned witu inch circu nllances, 
and the enemies of Lrdllv made it cl nich iiiiportance, 
that it ferved as a tellimony apamh hiUi. 

Lally was at tirll brou'cht ueiore the Chatelet, and 
jn after before the Pad amen.t. The proed's was two 


foo 

years preparing. Of treafon he was nof guilty ; fince, 
if he had Itepr a fecret coro fpondenee with the Fdiglilli, 
or had fold Puivdcii.r- v, he vvouid lia/e i\ niamcd v/ith 
them, d'hc Ennl'fn, *’h( lide..^, ere n )t acihrh and riajy 
v^ould have heeii nc.O' f;, if ihey !i id bought a plue 
nearly iberved t‘^V. t^' ey \UTe fuie of tahi' g, Oing 

both at land ami lea. Of emb-zzln-nenr he 


he had neither the charn.e of 


maiieit 

C':u!d not be g oity, 

the Knuds or me Vd-iCpany’s mom y ; but ot cruelty, 
of abulc^ r/f po\.er, an-i Oppiedions the Julg.s iaw 
nriieii in the iine.'imous deov-hitions of his enennis. 

Coin ' alw.i', s lii'niK pc luaned tiui'. he I’.ad been only 
rim, rout and V.ot cidpablr •he can led his imprudence 
to that p'tcii as cw;n to inKilt, in ms jundiral nie- 
moruls, thFu t r- who ha ! the gene al approbation. He 
Drove to dnhonour rliem and ai! the Couned or Pondi- 
cherrv- I bc n. )i'e he iJci illlcu ¥i his obumacy ot clear- 
iiip; himlcir at tlicir otpeiue, ihe blacker lie appearao. 
liadi ot tlieie oiheers liad a numbei or nnenos, and he 
had none. This puulic nlure I'erves loinctnpes lor proot, 
or at leult auds iorct to ualnnory. 


'J'iic J mages *loubl 
.^iulTns ; .Jid they 


rpj* 


g,ive*feiitei.ce ouiV d ’corUmg U) ^ 

condciiined Lieutv mint-eieiKi al > ‘vOe u • 

us duly convicted " -of lu^ving octimeo Lite inteiclls 

“ the King, 

“ pany *, of 
“ tions.” 


'ot the State, and ol tr India Lorn- 
abute ot aiuhoruy, vexations, Md exac- 


• M. y 6 , 17^.0. 


tion 
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It IS neffeHary to remark, thpt theft; wonls *‘hcriaved 
“ the intcivfts of the Kiri'i,” have a difi'erent fjgn fica- 
tioa to what 'surmed in Enplanjil lligh-l^rtvpjn^ anJ by 
us kzc^m.yrfti. In ofrr clelinition it li'^nines only a 
bad condui'l, to forget the advantage of I'oind perf )n, ro 
be unmindful of ids iiuercfcs, and nor to be pciTidious 
and traitorous. \Vhen his fentenre was lead to him, 
his fiirprize and indignation v/ere lo violent, that having 
by chance a pair of conipalfes in his'Iiand, with which 
he amufed himfdf in prifon in drawing chaics of the 
coails of Coromandel, he would have Itabbed himfelf, 
but was with’held ; and behave J \^ith greater infoi ncc 
towards his judges, ih?n he had yet (iilplaycd .g.d.iiii, 
his enemies. Tliis is, perhaps, a JriJh proof or that 
firm perfiiafion he always lemair.ed m, that he w.is 
rather dcfriving of reward than of prn;f*.*;.c.n. 

Th( fe w.-.ohavc a knowh-uge of rhe lii'iiian h..:-r 
arc feidibh', l.hac co;n:i: ilic do i'j':..e»ii 

llKiiili ixcs l)V a ' t*;d; lePii >mS c<'r.v<.i! 0 !! ; 1 1*, i- il-ey i-o 
not n. VC rg.ifoi t.'ieT judge', but icin.* n j*: a m. Li'i- 
choiy llui c*!'. 'J'heie has rever be n .i fj i'fie inua::* e 
a CO. vhniKil pel Ion ackrowled'/n;; h.s vim*', . '‘d 
)eu* tha.g, I..' Jv.d 'ts wu'i inji-iks and rigii,-* h. I 
do i.fit jiiCU'ivl that ii:ii \.a:. a p.Mi.t oi 1 ..llv's i*;:* ;e 
ii.nocentr, bu: it v/r.', a pac.jf tliat he Ivl.evid hsuil.lf 
k.. A g.r-; V,.' . j.rL 1 ..I 1 i.ii nioLi.h, v.iui h j io\\"ii\! 
c i Id^ Jips •iud b ill' !■;..( id n: aca:r, he wus i ondUwieJ 
lo tiic plaic oi’ e:;icuii. n. iVJen aie l.j inn'i.iider.ite, 
that t.hjs hiikou, ly.vCLacie diO.v in-jic conipahlon ihan 
hii pijniiiiii.cr.r. 

The fen re.;ve j^onfilcatid his v.c.dili, a''fer raifing a 
fum of one hunou'd t.heufand fiowi.n lo. r’le poor of 
Pondicheri y, «r>d .in anfwir has b.ic.n r iuiiivd, ll.-t 
tins lum c.innorjv r..:k* i out ot it. ] lu v'.r a.Tirm 
I am unaceju ;iiKeJ vsiih*. li any iJiing could convince 

• /Mmoft j'li fJ* • [■ rrr»J'. Iie’c nW.h.^A lint ihc P -di ’.renr of 
P..!!' I «il le»it I’i i)'i' I ‘ u. ihf j Mr : ^ 1 1 l ac leni n ii i.i «.•:*- »i 

h.a I .o:<y to I .1 I.. 'I'l. .1 *• i\ r J I . S I. • ■. r 1 .'i*, n.v^ih.'.. . »V 

wi'hjii 'MOrfrd liji: v. J.IJ ka «. i il u^o'i ii c aii 

ui'bcifd renruadi. 
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US of tluit fatality which attends all events in the chaos 
of the }Hi[)lic alFairs of the VVojld, it inuft he to fee an 
Irifinnan driven from Irs country with his loy’d mailer’s 
family, commander (atMix thoc|fand leagues chlhmcc) 
of Frencl^ troops in a Merchants war^ upon coalls 
unknown to the Alexanders, Gemps’s, or d'amcrlanes, 
dying at fife an ignominicais death upon the banks of 
the Seine, for liaving been taken by ti.c Fnglilh in the 
aiK'ient Giiipli or the G inges. 

I'his catadrophe, whicli appears to me worthy of 
being tranimitted to poderity in all its circumllances, 
jus not permitted me to give a detail of all the misfer* 
tunes tiuit the reach expeiieneed both in India and 
AmeiKa. 1 now rdume the melancholy recital. 


c II A p. x::xv. 

Lcjjl’s oj the French. 

T he firll lofs of tiie French in India was that of 
Chandenagore an im.portant poll, of which the 
French Ird a Company were in [lOireiTion, towards the 
mouth of the Ganges. It was iioin thence they drew their 
bcil merchant 1 '/es. 

After taking eo tire 7'o\/n and Fox (d Chande'O'ttore. 
the Fngldh never ceakd ruining the ( omnieree ol ciie 
Idendi in liulia. 'F’he ^mvern.rtnt r f ilie hngreror 
was fo we, a; and lx. !, that !•* eoeld not p, event, the 
Furopcan Merchants iVom m Idng I 'hV^es .^nd wars in 
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the rei^n of Aurengzcbt, exterminated all the EiigliHi 
in Afi.i. 

In lliort, nothing more was k‘ft to the French in thi'? 
part of tlic world, thaj,i the regret of having ( xpended, 
in the fpate of above forty years, iinmegfe lums lo 
fuppoic a Company, wlio liad never made the leaf! 
profit, and who had paid nothing to the Froprietors 
and their Creditors Irom their commercial advantages ; 
and which in its Indian adminillr.ition had lubfiited only 
by means of clandelline plunder, and was i’upported 
onlv by a part of the tax on tobacco, winch the King 
had granteti it. A memorable example, though periiaps 
iilelels, of the i'inall knowlt.djm that the }''r(.n*;h nat.oa 
have had) even yet, ot the great and luiiious commerce 
of India. 

At the fime time that tl'.c fleets and armies ot I'.ngland 
had tims ruined ti'eritnch in Aha, tiiey alio tlrovc 
them (.oc ot Atrie.i i he b'rench were mailers ot the 
river beiKy-.d, wiiiv !; is a InMiiclr (n tnc Niger. FhciC 
t.hee had icats, .inil a .''.leat commerce ot elephants teeth, 
gold duii, gum arabng amherrg'eaie, and [)articL.b.rIy a 
liMine ot .Sc. aoes, \vho .:re iometimes i(jld by PiiiKts 
as ir they were eatile, and whio otten lell their own 
children, and lomeiimts themklves, to ler\c the Fuio- 
jieuiis in Amci'Ka. 'fhe iangiilh took all the tons 
which die Freiu h iian built in theie eounrncs, and more 
than thiee imiiiuns c* iivi\ Tournois'Jg in the liehcil 
conimodiiics. 

1 he kul eilabliiiimciu that renmdned in the polTcnion 
of the French on the Vontineiu or Airica was Uoiae, 
lurrendeivd at diloretio:! and there is noilimg now re- 
maining to tli^m in aj'i that quaiter of the Gio'he *'i 

But m America tliey had ludained nnnh greater 
loHcs. W ithouc enL(.ring here into the detail ot an 
hundred Ikirrfiilhes, and the luls ot all their torts, one 
alter the oii.er, let ic i'uiike to lay, that Louilbourg 


• Mny, 17^7. 

f A Li\r'‘ Tuurn''i!i 'u rometaing moic than the Parib Livrc. 

• Uc.cjiibcr 20 , »75u. 
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was a fecond tune taken by 

tions and pmvHions l)cin^ in as had a ntuation as du^ 
wciT thcIirfltniK. Laltly, at du: very ti;nc that die 

Englilh eiueied Surat, at the nicjudi o[ the Indus they 
tooK Qiicbexf, and all Canada, to the bottom of North 
America; and the troops which had ventured a battle 
in dctcnce of Qiiebec, v/ere beaten and almoll' dellrtiyed 
in Ipitc ot the efiorts ot General Montcalm, who was 
killed in the cn^ayementj, and much re-betted in 
krante. Thus lilteen hundred leagues of dominion 
were in one day loR to France. 


1 hele fiiteen liundicd leagues, three parts of which 
were irozen defarts, were not perhaps a real lols. ' 
Canadiccdla grc.ic deal, and remitte\l very litde. if 
the tenth part of the money throan awuv upon this 
Colony had been employed to cultivate the \yMil-c lands 
in kr.ince, it woul 1 have be.n ol confidcrable advan- 
tage ; but tliey \vk .c loiiki ol keeping Canada, end they 
had one humned )eais of iroubie, and all the money 
fquandcred, without any return. 

I'o complete the mistor.une, almoll all thole who had 
been employed in the KingC name in this miierabie 
Colony, were accuied of the moll horrible frauds, and 
they were arraigned before tire Chatelet at Fans, 
during the time that the Farliamcnt were proceeding 
againli I ailly. Me, alter hav.ug an hundred rimC'. ex- 
puled hiS hte, loC it by tiie hawrU of the executioner; 
while the Canadian extoi tio -ers were obliged only to 
make reditution, and pay fines. Such is the dilfeience 
in the decifion of allairs, wliicig to appeaia.we^aie alMlie 
fame! 

At ‘tile time that the EngldTi thus^ attickcd the 
French on the Continent of Ainerica, they ado dd- 
lodged them from th'.* lea codls ut tne ilkinds. (juada- 
Fnipe, though Imad yd lk)uriiiv.ng, an*d where the 
fined fugars arc man ufadu red, tell into the j.\ngli;h 
hands without a druLc in its deicnec. 


t Akuch 2, : Sept. iS, 17:9. 


July 26, ly^S. 


In 
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Tn fhort ; they allb ti)ok Martinico, which was thci 
richelt and bell: Colony the French pollefled. 

The Kingdom or France could not luffer thefe great dif- 
afters, without loling {likewife hill the Ihips which were 
fent to prevent them. Scarcely was a licet puJt out to lea 
but* it wab either taken or dellroyed. 1 hey built and 
armed vellels with the greatell hurry, which was only 
working for the Fnglilh, to whom tf.ey foon became 
a piey. 

Wiien they would revenge fuch a fucecFlon of loflcs 
by making a diclecnt into Ireland, it C(dt them irnir.enlc 
iums tor an abortive undertaking; f(;r as loon as the 
fleet (ieltined for I'l S dcllenc v»^as lailed trom Brell, ir 
was either diipeileJ or taken, or loll in the mud of die 
river called I>a V'lfune, whei'e the ^ had ju vain fouglu 
a refuge. Lanlv, tlie Lngflli rook itjiieille in liglu 
of the coaks vor IT.uice, vvlii-'h crnilJ I'lOt fuccour it. 

Tiic lUike (i’.\ guilli)n alone icvcnged the coalts of 
’France or io many alfronts and loif'cs. An Englilli 
diet liaviug mace anoclier cieicent at Si. C'as, near Sr. 
Aialoe, all tlie e^iuntry was exjjoleU. 1 lie Duke u‘ 
Aiguiilon, who commanded in that iiio/mce, marched iii- 
llanrly thitlicr, :a the fji.id of t..e lirctagne xXobiliry, 
fome and the imlitia whom lie met ueuii 

tiie road I ie i' ict ^i Fiigldli to re-embark. ' One 
party of tlieir rc.i! -guard was iiiileJ, aiid anotiier made 
priloncrs ot war. But tiic Ideiich were unfortunace 
every where die. 


The I'.ngliih iiever had fuch a fuperiority at Tea as at 
this time ;• but they evd* maintained it over liic IdeiiLii. 
They dellroyed the mirinc of Franccin the w.u of 1741 . 
they annihilated tins, of Louis XIV. in ilie w'ad ot the 
Spaniflr fuccdiion ; they triumphed at lea in the reigni> 
of Louis X}1I. and tlmry 1\’. and more to in the lai- 
happy times of uie]..vagee. Henry Vlll. ot Lnglaiihi 
had tive fame advantage over Francis 1. 

If we examine into the [irecedir.g times, we lliail im 1 
that the fleets gf Ciiarki’vT. an^l Piiilip de Valois couid 
not withlhind thole of the Lings of LnglaaJ iLnry^• 
and Edward III. 
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What can be the reafon of this'continiial fuperioritv ? 
I, It not that the Tea is effentially necefTary to the En 
gliOi, which the French .may well enough do without* 
and that nations always fucceed (fes I have already re- 
marked) in thofe things for which they have an ablolute 
occafion P Is it not alfo becaufe the capital of En^latid 
is a fea-port, and that Paris knows only the boats of 
the. Seine? Is it that the Englifh climate produces men 
of a more vigorous conftitution, and a more Heady 
mind, than that of France, as it produces the bell horfcs 
and dogs for hunting ? But from Bayonne even to the 
coafts of Picardy and Flanders, France has men of in- 
defatigable induftry, and Normandy only has formerly 
fubdued England. 

Affairs were in this deplorable condition both by fea 
and land, when a man of an active and bold genius, 
but prudent, having views as great as thofe of Mar- 
flial Belleifle, with more fenfe obferved, that France 
could not alone repair fo many enormous Ioffes. He 
found means to engage Spain to' fupport the quarrel ; 
he made it the common caufe of all the branches ot 
the Houfe of Bourbon. By this means Spain and 
Auffria were joined with France in the fame intereft. 
Portugal was in effe61: an Englifli Province, from whom 
Ihe drew fifteen millions yearly. It was neceffary to 
begin at this corner ; and this was what determined 
Don Carlos, King of Spain (by the death of his bro- 
ther Ferdinand), to enter Portugal. This manoeuvre 
was perhaps the greatdl politic fcheme of which mo- 
dern hiftory makes mention. But yet thi^ did jiot 
iucceed^; for the Englifli repulfed i^pain, ajjdfaved Por- 
tugal. 'Formerly under Philip II. ^pain alone was tor- 
midablc to all Europe-, and now, though joined to the 
French, could do nothing with England. , Count de la 
Kippe SchOmbourg, a Weftphalian Lord, was fent 
to the fuccour of Portugal by the King of Ekigland. 
He had never commanded in chiet, and had but tew 
troops. However, as foon as Re arrived, he gained the 
fuperiority over the Spaniards and French united, with 
ftood all their efforts, and dlablifhed Portugal ' 

Vol, III. R 
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At the fame time an Hnglifli fleet made them pay dear 
in America for their tardy declaration in favour 
France*, 

The Havannah, biJilt upon the north coaft of Cuba, 
the greatcll American Ifland at the entrance thcGuIpn 
of* Mexico, is the rendezvous of this new world. The 
harbour, as large as it is fafe, could contain a thoufand 
veflTels ; it is defended by three forts, from whence v.ent 
a crofs fire, which rendered the landingi*impoflible to 
enemies. The Earl of Albemarle and Admiral Pocock 
came to attack the Ifland, but did not attempt approach- 
ing the port. They defeended* upon a dillant flat ihore, 
which was imagined impoflibl^ to be landed on. The 
mofb confiderable fort they befieged by land, which they 
took-, and forced the town, the forts, and all the illaihi 
to furrendcr, with twelve fhips of w'ar whicit were in 
the port, and tvventy-levcn veflTels laden with trealiire. 
They found in the town twenty-four millions of livres 
in fpecie, which was divided between the conquerors, 
who let afidc the fixteenth part of this booty for the 
poor. 7'he fhips of war belonged of right to the King, 
but the merchantmen to the Admiral and all the oflicers 
of the fleet and the w'hole booty amounted to more 
than eighty millions. It has been remarked, that in 
this and the preceding war, Spain loll more than it 
had drawn from America during the fpace of twenty 
years. 

The Englifh, not content with having taken the Ha- 
vannah in the Mexican fca, an 1 the Ifland of Cuba, ex- 
temied th'eir conquefts to the Philij-pine Iflancls in the 
Indian fca. wjiich ar^? very near the antipodes of Cuba. 
Thele 1 (lands are nefe much Icfs than thoi'e of England, 
Scotland, and Ireland, and would be licher ir they 
were well rpanaged, one of them having gold iiiines 
and their coalls producing pearls. The great Aca- 
pulco ->'eflel, loaded to the value of three millions of 
piaftrcs, arrived at Manilla, the capital, which the Kn- 
glilh took, with the iilei and this Jhipf, notwiihfland- 
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ing the affurances given by tile Jefuit, in the name of 
St. Potamienne, (the patron of the town) that Manilla 
would never be taken. 

Thus the war, which inipo^fcrifhed other nations 
enriched ont part of England, while the other crroaned 
under the weight of the moa heavy taxes, as^well as 
all other Nations engaged in the war. 

France was at this time more unfortunate. All its 
refourceswere exhaufted; almoftall the citizens, by the 
King’s example, carried their plate to the mint. The prin^' 
cipal towns and Ibme focieties agreed to furnifli men 
ot war at their own expence; but thefe (hips were not 
yet built, and had the^ been ready, there were not ex- 
perienced leamen lufficient to man them. 

Pall misfortunes render people fearful of future ones. 
The capital, which is never expofed to the fcourcre of 
v/ar, exclaimed even louder than rhe furf nng Provin^ 
ces, “'No more fuccours, money, or credit.’’ Tliofe who 
had been chofen to manage the finances, after fome 
months adminiftration, were turned put; and others 
refuiedthis empAnient, in which, at this jundure, it 
was impoflible to to any good. 

In this Ibrrowful fituation, which difeouraged all or- 
ders of the Kingdom, the Duke de Prallin, then Mi- 
nifter for foreign aifairs, was ingenious and happy 
enough to conclude a peace, the negotiation for which 
had been fet on foot by the DuSe de Chuileul, Mini- 
ftcr of the war department. 

The King of France exchanged Minorca (which he 
had before reitoredto Spain} for-Belleiile, whfch theJlfn- 
glifli rellored to th.e French; but they Joit (probably 
forever} all Canada, with l.ouilliourg, which had coft 
fo much money and pains only to be fo often a p ey 
to the Englifh. All the land upon tl^e left of the 
great river MilTiffippi was ceded to them. Spain, to en- 
compafs their conquelts, allb gave them Florida.* 1 hus, 
from the twenty-fifth dcgice to the Pole, alnioft all is 
in the pofleflion of the Englifll, who divided the Ame- 
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rican Hrmifphere with the Spaniards, The latter pof, 
iVfs the lands \Vhich produce the riches of convention •, 
th(^ former tlie real riches purchafed by filver and gold, 
all the neceflaries ofJ life, and every thing ufeful for 
manufaftures. The Englifh coafts, for theffpace of fix 
hundred leagues, are divided by navigable rivers, by 
which their merchandizes are conveyed for forty or fifty 
leagues inland, "^fhe Germans were induced to people 
this acquired country, where they found a liberty which 
they poflefled not in their own. They became Engliih •, 
and if all thefc colonies remain united to their metro- 
polis, it is not to be doubted but this cftablifliment 
will (brnc time or other make the moft formidable Power. 
The war commenced for a few pitiful huts, and En- 
gland has gained two thoufand leagues of empire. 

The fmall Iflands of St. Vincent, Grenades, lobago, 
and Dominica, were likewife. gamed bv them; and it is 
by the means of thefe Iflands, as well as Jamaica, that 
they maintain an immenfe commerce with the Spaniards; 
--a commerce feverely prohibited, always carried 
on, becaufe the fubjefts of both^j^tions gain by it, 
and that the law of neccfllty claims the preference to 
all others. 

France could obtain only (and that with great difli- 
culty) the right of fifliing towards Newfoundland, and 
a little uncultiv^ed Ifland, named Michelon, ta dry 
their cod-fifh, under the reflriction of not making the 
Jeaft eftablilhment ; a pitiful right, alv^ays fubje^R: to 
infults. 

She was alfo excluded in the Indies from her cftablilli- 
ment upon Jfehe Ganges. She ceded her pofTt^flion at 
Senegal in Africa, ‘'and was obliged to demolifli ail the 
fortifications at Dunkirk on the feaTide. 

This Nation loft, in the courft^ of this unfortunate 
war, great part of the flower of its youth, more than 
half of the current money of the Kingdom, its navy, 
commerce, and credit. It was believed, that it was very 
cafy to have prevfntcd all thefc misfortunes, by giving 
up to the Englifli a little piece of litigated ground to- 
wards Canada. But fome ambitious perfons, to 

thcmielveii 
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thcmfelves neceffary and importjnt, plunged France in- 
to this fatal* war. It was the fame in the year 1741 The 
felfifhnej of two or three individuals is fufEcient to defo. 
late all Europe. France-had fo nrcffing anoccalion for 
this peace, that they confidered flie concluders of it as 
the layers ot their country. The national debt was 
greater than that ol Louis XIV. The extraordinary ex- 
pences of this war amounted in one year to four hun- 
dred millions. Judge of the reft by this. France would 
have been greatlya lofcr, had llie even been viaorious. 


CHAP. XXXVI. 

Interior Government of France, parrels and Adventures^ 
from 1750 to 1762* 

F or a long time before this unhappy war, and du- 
ring its continuance, the interior parts of France 
were troubled with* that ancient and indeterminable war 
between the fecular jurii'diftion and the ecclefiaftical 
difcipline. The extent of their*power having never been 
limited, as it now is in England, in other countries, and 
particularly in Ruffia, dangerous dillentions will always 
ari^, as long as the rights of the Monarchy and thofe 
of its different members are in diipuce. 

About the year 1730, a Minilter of the finances was 
found bold enough to ilTue an order that the Clergy 
and the religious orders fliould give an acco;int of their 
wealth, to the end that the King might fee,,bj whafthey 
poffelfed, how far they were taxabip. was a pro- 

pqfuion more juft *, but the confequences ot it appeared 
to be a facrilegc. An old Bifhop of Marfcillcs wrote to 
the Comptroller- general thu^ : “ Do not drive us to the 
‘‘ ^neceffity of difobeying either God or our King ; you 
arc fenfible which of the two fhould have the prefe-i 
^ rence,”* This letter fromtlie Bifhop, worn out with 
age, and incapable of writing, was Written by a Jefuu, 
named Le Maire, who governed the Bifhop and lus 

R , houfe. 
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houfc. This was*L zealous fanatic ; — a fort of men 
who are always oangerous. 

The Miniiler was obliged to drop an undertaking that 
he 6ught not to hayc hazarded,* if it could not be fup^ 
ported. Some individuals of the Clergy in>igined now, 
that they could fully employ Government by an einbar- 
raffing divcrfion, and put the fpiritual body in. arms in 
order to make the temporal refpeft them. They knew 
that the famous buTl Unigenitus was held in execration 
liy the people. It was refolved to deinand of dying per* 
fons confeffional notes •, and it was made neceflary that 
thefe notes Ihould be figned by pritfls adhering to the 
bull, w ithout which no viaticum, no extreme unclion 
and thefe two confolations were ‘i-cfufcd without pity to 
all appellants, and to thofe who confciTcd to appellants. 
The Archbifhop of Paris engaged deeply in this ma- 
roeuvre, more from a theological zeal than a ia6lious 
fpirit. 

On th: inftanc every family was alarmed, the fehifn 
was declared, and many of the fcft of Janl'eniils began 
to exclaim, that if the facraments w^re to be obtained 
with fuch difficulty, the people would loon dilpenfc witli 
them, in imiut.cii of otlur nations, 'fhefe civil dilfen- 
tions engaged the attention of the* Paiilians niore than 
sU the important interelts of 1* uroj^e. hey were a kind 
of ir.fe^ls fprung from the carcilfcs of Molinifm and 
Janfenitm, which, buLzing round the city, ftung all the 
citizens. No remembrance of Metz, of Fontenoy, of 
thiti'r dh^r^ccs or vidories, or of any of thofe great 
events which had agitate^! all Europe. In P^ris, ihcie 
were fifty rkynland perfons pofftfied like devils, who 
knew not 7n *what country the Danube or the Elbe 
flowed, and who thougju the univerle ovcrtu**ned by 
thefe notes of confeffion.-— Such are the populace 

A curate ct Sr. Ekicnne-*du-Mory, a little parlffi of 
Paris, having refufed the facramenc to a counfcllor 
the Chatelct, the Parliament .'ommitted him to priforf.' 

The King beholding thss little civil war excited be- 
tWi^cn the Parliamt^ts and Bilhops, forbad his Courts 
ol* Judicature to intermeddle with the affairs of the la- 

cramencs^ 
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cranients, anil rtferved the coinizance thereof to his 
Frivy-Council. The Parliaments complained that the 
cxcrcife of the general police of the Kingdom was thus 
taken from them, and thc*Clergy fuffercd with impatience 
the royal authority to interfere in*any religious cjuarrels. 
Thus animoiities increalVd on all fides. 

The place of Superior of the hofpital for poor girls, 
ferved to fct the flames of difcord in a blaze. The Arch- 
hifliop claimed the prerogative of rumination ; the Parlia- 
ment of Paris oppofedjt j and the King having decided 
in favour of the Prelate, the Parliament ceafed to perform 
its funci ions, and negleded the diftribution of jiiftice. 
He then found it expedient to fend, by his mufquereers, 
lettrcs-dc-cachet to each of the Members of the Court, 

. commanding them to re-affume their fundions, under 
pain of difobedicnce. 

The Chambers then fat as ufiial*, but when they were 
to hear caulcs, they could And no advocates. Tiiefe 
proceedings rcl'embled, in fomc meafurc, the times of 
the League ; but, being flripped of the horrors of civil 
war, they appeared only unUer a form fufceptible of 
ridicule. 

Tnis folly, ho \ ever, was yery cmbarrafling. The 
King refolved toexuinguifli, by his moderation, this hie, 
which cauied an apprehenfion ot a conllagratiun ; he ex- 
horted the Clergy not to ufe dangerous rigours •, and the 
Parliament proceeded again to bidincls. 

But foon after, the notes of confelhon appeared again*, 
and frefh denials of the iacraments irritated all Paris, 
The fame curate of St. Etienne being fo\ind guilty of 
a fecond prevarication, was lent* for to Pailiamcnt,*who 
forbad, hjm and all the curates tQ give Hke Icandal, 

wnder pain of feizing his temporalities. I he fame 
dfccree invited the Archbifnop to put an end to this 
fcandal by his own authority. i\\\% invitation 

feemed to agree with the views of the King s modeiation. 
The Archbilhup not allowing the fecular power to have 
the right of giving him even invitation, rcpaiie to 
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Vcrfailles, and complained. He wasfuppWcdin this 
by an ancient Bijfhop of Pilirepoix, named Boyer, charged 
with the office of prefenting to the Kiog proper perloiu 
for ccclefiaftical bencfi^'cs. This man, formerly a Thca- 
4 in afterwards Biffiop, and then Minifter of this depart- 
ment, was of a very limited underftanding,^’but zealous 
for the immunities of the Church : he regarded the bull 
as an article of faith ; and having all the credit attached 
to his place, infinuated that the Parliament undermined 
the authority of the Church, The parliamentary decree 
yas annulled, which occafioned ftrong andpathetical re- 
monftrances on their part. 

The King ordered that they ffiould reftrift themfclvcs 
to the giving an account of all the refolutions they ffiould 
make upon thijfe matters to hini, referving to himfelf 
the right of piiniffiing thofe priefts whofe fcandalous zeal 
ffiould revive the feeds of fchifm. By a fentcnce of his 
Council of State, he forbad his fubjefts the giving one 
another the names of Novelifts, of , Janfenifts, and of 
Semi-pelagians : — this was ordering madmen to be 
wife. 

The curates of Paris, excited by the Archbiffiop, 
prefented a petition to the King in favour of the notes 
of confeffion. Immediately the Parliament fentcnccd the 
curate, of St. John’s en Greve, who had framed the pe- 
tition ; and the King again annulled this proceeding of 
juftice. '1 he Parlianjent neglected their bufinels, and 
con nued their remonftrances, and the King perfifted in 
exhorting the two parties to peace 5 but his cares proved 
ufclefs. 

A •letter from the BiffiOpof Marfcilles, condemned by 
the Parliament was burnt by the hands of the hangman. 
A writing of the Bifhop of Amiens ffiared the fame 
fate. The Clergy being aflemblcd at this time at Paris 
to pay five years fubfidies to the King, as ufiial, rc- 
folvcd to go in their pontificals, and prefent their 
complaints \ but he would not permit fo extraordinary 
a proceffion. , 
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On the o\herfide*, the Pi|rliamcnt condemned a 
bearer of the facramcnt in a fine, to alk pardon upon his 
knees, and to be admonilhed ; and a vicar of a parlfti to 
banifhment. The King ^Ifo annulled this lentence. 

Thefe troublcfome affairs multiplied. The King al- 
ways recommended peace, while the ecclefiaflics^ftill 
rcfufcd the adminiftration of the lacraments, and the Par- 
liament continued to proceed againft them. 

At laft t, the King gave the Parliaments permifTion 
to judge of the facramcnts, in cafes brought before them ; 
but forbad them the feekingof jurifdidion, if the parties 
did not complain to them. They then a fecond time re- 
fumed their funftions J ; and litigious clients, whofe 
fuits had been podpondd on thefe accounts, were now 
left at liberty to ruin thcmfelves at law as ufual. 

The fire ftill lay fmothered under the alhes §. The 
Archbifliop having ordered the facrament to be ref u fed 
to two poor old nuns of St. Agatha, (who had formerly 
underftood from their diredor the bull Unigenitusto be. 
a diabolical work, who feared to incur damnation if they re- 
ceived this bull at their deaths, and were alfo fearful of 
it if they failed receiving extreme un6tion,) the Par- 
liament fent their Regifter to the Archbifhop, praying 
him not to refufe the common alTiftance to thefe two 
women ; and the prelate anfwering, according to cuf- 
tom, thaoihc ought not to account to any one but God 
alone, his temporalities were feizfxl ; and the Princes of 
the blood and the Peers were invited to come and take 
their feats in Parliament. 

The quarrel then might have^ become ferious ; and it 
was feared that the times of the Fronde and the League 
were again returning. The King li>rbad fflsT^rinces and 
Peers to go and vote in the Parliament upon thofc mat- 
ters, which right he attributed to his Privy-Council. 
The Archbifhop of Paris had even the credit to obtain 
^ fentence of the Council || to dilTolvc the little com mu- 
iiity of St. Agatha, where the women had fo bad an opi- 
nion of the bull Unigenitus. • 

• Aug. ,752. I 1752. I Nov. *752. § 5 cc. i75a^ 
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All Paris murmured. JThefe lirtic vexations ipread 
in more than one town. The fame fcandals, the lame 
denials of thc/acramcnr, divided the town of Orleans. 
The Parliament ifliicd fhc fame*' ordinances for Orlean? 
as for Paris-, the fchifm was beginning, to gather 
llrength. A curate of Rofinvillicrs, in the diocefe of 
Amiens, declared in his fermon, “ That thofe who 

were Janfenifts muft depart the church, and that he 
“ would be the firft to dip his hands in their blood.” 
He had the confidence, aJfo, to point out fome of his 
parifliioners, at whom the moft fervent of the ConllitU' 
tionaries* threw ftoncs during the procefiion, without 
cither the ftoners or the ftont-d having the leafl; know- 
Itdgc of the meaning ot the bull oV of Janfenil'm. 

buch a violence might have been puriilhed with 
death. 'Phe Parliament of Paris (Amiens bi ing within 
its juril'dicdion) was contented to banifli for life this 
factious and fmguinary priell *, and the King approved of 
this fentence, which was not inflidlcd purely for a fpiri- 
tual oftem e, but for the crime of fedition, and dillurb- 
ance of the public peace. 

In the midlt of thefc troubles, I.ouis XV. was like a 
father bufied in parting' two fighting children, j le 
forbad blows and inlults; he reprimanded one party, 
and exhorted the other ^ he commanded filence, for- 
bidding the Parliaments to judge in fpiritifll affairs, 
recommending circumipedion to the Bilhops, regarding 
the bull as a law of the Church, but not willing that 
they fiiould difpute upon fo dangerous a point. His 
paternal ca»e could do but little, with exafperated and 
alarmed nrnd^s. 7’hc Parliaments pretended that they 
could not f'paratc the iplntual from the civil coifccrns, 
for that I'piritual quarrels nccdfarily introduced civil 
commotions. 

1 he Parliament of Paris cited the Bifliop of Orleans 
to make his apjxaraiuc before the Court on account ot 
the faci aments, and ordered the hangman to bum all 

* Ci>>jU:ufionaiy , or ConJlitut'cnahJ}^ is llie name givi;n to 
who y It It.’./ ihe Bull* 7 lanilator. 
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the writings in which its ju 
except the ordinances of the King, fending CouniH- 
lors to regifter their decw in the Sorbonnp, in fpite of 
the King’s orders*. The hatlgman was feen daily 
employed i^ burning the mandates of the Bilhops and 
the tribunals or jullice enforced the adminiftraiion of 
the facraments to the fick by military aid. The Par- 
liament in all its meafurcs confuited only its own laws 
and the maintenance of its authority. The Kino- had a 
fartiier view, and confidered thofe exigencies whitdi often 
require the laws to be relaxed. 

In fliort, for the third time, the Parliament ceafed to 
cliftnbiite juftice to the fubje^, and employed them- 
ielves lolely about the refufal of the facramcncs, which 
agitated all France. 

Tht King lent ulfo to Parliament, for the third time, 
mandatory letters, ordering them to fulfil their duties' 
and not to make his fubjefts having fuits depending 
fidfcr any longer delay on account of the foreign dil- 
putes, the affa.rs of private perfons having no relation 
to the bull Unigenitus. 

The Parliament replied f, that it would violate its 
oath if It acknowledged the litters patent of the King, 
and that it could nut obtemperate. (An old word, de- 
rived from the Latin, fignifying to obey.) 

I'he King then thought himfelf obliged to banifli all 
the Members of the Court of Inquilts, fome to Bourges, 
others to Poitiers, and the rclt to Auvergne ; and to 
order four of them into confinement, who had fpoken 
with i he greatell freedom. . * 

The Grand Chamber wasfpared •, but thought it 
not to* their honour to be exccpjcd, perliiicd in their 
negleft of their functions, and proceeded againlt the re- 
fradory. The King then lent them to Pon^oife, a village 
fix miles from Paris, where tlie Dukeot Orleans had be- 
fore lent them during his regency. 

Ail Kurope was altoniflied that they made fo much 
in France for lb trilling ah afiair *, and the French 
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paflcdfor a frivolous naibn, who, for wal^t of havinft 
good laws afccrtained, tnrew every thing into difordc^ 
about a difput%every where clfe defpifed. After having 
feen fiVe hundred thoufand men in arms for the cleftionof 
an Emperor, and Europe, India, and America defolatcd, 
that they fhould afterwards fall back ag^in into this 
paper- war, feemed to refemble a Ihower of rain after a 
thundcr-florm. But it ought to be recollefled, that 
Germany, Sweden, Holland, and Switzerland, had for- 
merly experienced much greater conculfions for as idle 
follies; that the Inquifition of Spain was worfe than a 
civil war *, and that every nation has its follies and mif 
fortunes. 

The Parliament of Normandy imitated the one at 
Paris with regard to the facraments citing the Bilhop 
of Evreux, and alio ncgledting the aclminiflration of 
jufticc. His Majefty lent an Officer of his guards to 
cancel the Regifters of this Parliament, which became 
at length more fupple than that of Paris. 

Diftributive juftice fufpended in the capital would 
have been a great happinefs, if mankind were juft and 
wife; but as they are neither one nor the other, and will 
go to law, the King commiffioned the Members of his 
State-Council to determine all procelfcs brought before 
them in the laft refort. Thccommiffion inftituting this 
jurifdiftion was ordered to be e^iregiftered at the Cha- 
tclct ; as if it were ne^ceflary for an inferior Court to 
give authenticity to. the royal authority The iifigc 
of thefe Regifters has almoft always had its inconvcni- 
cncies ; but this default of formality might, perhaps, 
have' ftill greater. Thc^Chatelet refufed to enicgiller; 
but it was •'obliged to it by mandatory letters.* The 
Royal Council affembled, but the Advocates would not 
plead. This Royal Chamber was made a jell of in Paris; 
it even laughed at iil'clf; every thing was turned into 
plcafantry, according to the genius of the nation, which 
always laughs the next day at what had terrified or 
animated it the day before. The Eccldiaftics laughed 
likcwilc, but it was with joy on thc^r triumph. 

♦ July, 1753. t November, 

Boyer, 
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•Boyer, the old Bill, op of Mirfpoix, who had been the 
firft autiwr of all tliele troubles, thougii inteiuion.ilIv 
being fallen into a dotage, owing to his great a<Te and’ 
the weak conftruaion of his orgafls, every thingl'eemed 
to tend towards a conciliation *. The Min ftry ne<>oti- 
ated with the Parliament of Paris. This body^as 
recalled, and came back, to the fatistacbion of the whole 
town, ulliered in with the acclamations of the populace 
who cried. Long live the Parliament ! Its return was 
a tnumph t. H,s Majefty, who was as much fatigued 
with the inflexibility of the Divines as of the Parlia- 
inents, conimanded peace and filenee, and permitted the 
lecular J udges to proceed againll thofe who diflurbed 
cither. 


Yet the Ichifin broke out from time to time in Par's 
and jn the Provinces f and in fpice of the meallires that 
the King had taken to prevent the rcfufil of the facru- 
ments, rnany Bifhops endeavoured to make a merit of it 
at trie Court of Rome. A Bifhop ot iNantz having 
given in that town this example of rigour or offcandaR 
was condemned by the fimplc Prefidial of Naetz to pay 
a fine of fix thoufand francs, , and paid it v.ithoutany 
relief from the royal interpoiition io heartily tired wa.s 
the King grown of thefe difputes. 

1 he like Iccnes happened in ail the Kingdom ; and 
v/hile they the parties iptcreited, tlicy amuled 

the idle multitude. In Orleans, there was an old 
Canon, a Janfenifl:, who died, to whom his brother 
Canons refuled the communion l| •, and the. Parliament 
ot Paris condemned them to pay twelve thoufand ITvres, 
and giive orders that the fick lhauld rec^!iv^ the com- 
munion. The Lieutenant-Criminal in conlequence fet 
every thing in order for this ceremony, as for an execu- 
tion ; the Prebends however lo coiitrix\A, that their 
brother died without the I'acramenrs, and they buried 
him in the moft pitiful manner they could. 

Nothing was become more common in the Kingdom, 
than to adminilter tjie communion by order ot Parlia- 


July, 17J4, f Aujuft. X September. li Odober. 
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ment. The King having baniflied his fecular Judges 
for not his oiders, in order to fliew 

his impartiality, baniflied alfo^ fuch of the Clergy as 
were Itifly bent on fchifm, and began with the Arch- 
bifliop of Paris*. He was confined to l>is houfe at 
Conflans, about three leagues from the town *, a mild 
exile, which rcfcmblcd rather a paternal reproof than a 
punifhment. 

The Bifliops of Orleans and Troyes were in like man- 
ner baniflied to their country-houfes with the lame mild- 
nefs. The Archbifliop of Pans being ftill as inflexible 
in his houfe at Conflans as in his epifcopal palace, was 
baniflied to a greater diftance. ^ 

The Parliament of Paris, now afting without reftraint, 
reproved the Sorbonne,^who, having formerly regarded 
the bull with horror, now looked upon it as an article 
of faith. The Sor bonne threatened to flop their lec- 
tures ; and the Parliament, which had itfelf negledcd 
more important bufinefs, ordered this Faculty to con- 
tinue theirs. They maintained the liberties of the (ial- 
lican'Church, and the King approved it; but when the 
Parliament went too far^ the King flopped them, by 
confirming thofe decrees which tended to the public 
good, and annulling thofe which appeared to him to be* 
raflfand intemperate. 

This Monarch always faw himfelf between two pow- 
erful and incenfed fa'clions, as the Roman Emperors 
were between the Blue and Green. lie was taken up 
with the maritime war which England was juft: beginning 
with-hini; *a land one \ippeared inevitable; and it was 
no longer iutigje to coiitend about bulls. 

But it was yet neCeflary for the King to appcalc the 
difputes fubfifting between his Grand Council and the 
Parliaments ; Tor fcarccly anything being detcrminecl 
in France by precife laws, the bounds and privileges ol 
each body being uncertain, the Clergy being always in- 
clined to extend their junfdidion, the Chamber of Ac- 
counts having difputed with tl;e Parliaments many pre- 

• December, J754. 
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rogatjve?, the Peers having oilen pleaded theirs againft 
the Parliament of Paris, it was not to be wondeied at 
that the Grand Coundl ihould likewi!e. dilpute with 
them. 4 

This Grind Council was originalh/ the King’s Coun- 
cil, and tiled to accompany the Sovereigns in all their 
travels. Every thing by degrees altered in public ad- 
niiniftracion, and the Grand Council changed alfo. 
Under Charles VIII. it was only a Court cf Judicature.^ 
It decided concerning evocations *, the competency of 
Judges, and all proceedings rcl'pefting all the benefice 
of the kingdom, except the regal; and had a right ally 
to try its own olftceii. A Counlellor belonging to this 
Court was iummoned to theChatelet for debtf. The 
Grand Council dnimed the cauie, and let afule the fen- 
tence of the Chatelet. Immediately the Parliament 
was in an ahum, and rendered void tlie icntcnce of the 
Grand Council, and the King .-innulled that cf the Par- 
liament. Erelh remonftrances, frclh quarrels Ihcceedcd ; 
all the Parliaments roll- againlt the Grand Council, and 
the Public divided on the dilpute. Ihe Parliament of 
Paris ao-ain convoked the Peers upon this inlringeraent on 
their authority, and the King Voi bad the Peers this allo- 
ci.ition. Thus this affair, like many others, remains 


uiukcided. , ^ 

In the mean time, the King had more important occu- 
pations. It was _ neceflary to' carry aga,^ me 
Englilh a burthenlome war, both h) ka ..i.e , 

Ire ^ftablilhcd at this time 

of the Military School, the Iiikk monu-n-n 1 1 - ^ » 

and which the l hovi- y * ^ 

iince fmi'utcd. He wauied loiuc^ud o ' which 

Parliasnents hcfitJtcd ..boin Koycbcca 

ordered the colkdion ot two tweaticth-s. ^ 
fincc obliged to pay three •, bccaul:, r 

a war, either die citizens luuh iignt, oi pe; 

>vill : there is no alternative. ^ 


* A hw-term, for removing 
fuperior 'rribuual, 

t January, February, Marcr., 
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The King held a Bed of Jufticc at Verfailles *, where 
he convoked the Princes and the Peers, with the Parifian 


Parliament. There he ordered hjs edift to be regiftered ; 
but the Parliament, oiJ its return to Paris, protefted 
againft the regiftiy, and pretended that it noc only had 
been deprived of the neceflary liberty of examination, 
but that this edift required modifications which would 
neither prejudice the interefts of the King nor thofe of 
the kingdom, which arc in efFeCl the fame, which it had 
fworn to maintain ; adding, that its duty was not to 
pleafe, but to ferve : — thus zeal combated obedience. 

The thorns of fchifm interfered with this important 
affair of the taxes. A Counfellor of the Parliament 
lying fick in the country, in the diocefe of Meaux, 
demanded the facraments. A curate refufed them to him 
as an enemy to the church, and let him die without this 
ceremony. They proceeded againft the curate, who 
fled. 


The Archbiftiop of Aix made a new formulary upon 
the bull, and the Parliament of Aix fentenced him to 
pay ten thoufand livres to the poor. He was obliged to 
pay this fine ; and thus v^erc his formulary and his c-tfli 
difpofed of. 

The Biihopof Troyes having troubled his diocele, die 
King lent him prifoner to a monaftery in Alface f. The 
Archbilhop of Paris, who had been permitted to return 
from Conflans, pronounced an excommunication againft 
thofe who read the ordinances and remonftrances of the 
Parliament upon the bull and letters of conlefllon. 

LOuisXV. embarralWd by fuch a number of animo- 
fitics carrifclMiis ciroumfpeftion fo far as to fjflc the 
advice of Pope Lam'bertini, Eenedidl XIV. a mari as 
moderate as himfelf, beloved throughout Chi iftendom 
for the mildnefs and vivacity of his charafter, and whole 
lofs is every hour regretted more and more. He never 
cn«.ac-cdm any affair but to recommend peace, ft was 
his'" Secretary of the lidefs, Cardinal Paflionei, tha 
tranl'adtcd every thing. This Cardinal, the on y 


* Aujaft *75^' "f September. 
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of letters hi^he Sacred Collegj^, was of fo elevated a 
genius as to defpife the difputes ii. que tion. He hated 
the Jefuits, who had fabricated the bull, and could not 
be illent upon the falVe ilep |hat had been made at 
Pwome, by condemning, in thi> bull, virtuous maxims, 
whofe trutfi is immortal, and appertairnng to all times 
and all nations *, the following, for example, “ the 
fear of an unjuft excommunication ought not to hin- 
‘‘ cler us from the performance of our duty.” 

This maxim is throughout the world the fafeguard of 
virtue. All the ancients, all the moderns have faid, 
that duty ought to prevail even over the fear of death 
itfelf. 

But however abfurtf the bull appeared in more than 
one point, neither Cardinal Pallionei nor the Pope 
could retrad a conftitution regarded as a law of the 
Church. Benedicl: XIV. lent to the King a circular 
letter for all the B.fliops of France, in which he acknow- 
ledged this bull as an univerfal law, againft which no 
refiTtancc could be made, without endangering cheir 
‘‘eternal falvation*, ” but decided, finally, that, 

“ avoid fcandal, it was nccelfary tor the p* wH to taiition 
Tick perfms, who were luipecteci ol Janieniim, that 
“ they ineiureel damnation, and then to iv;t riiein coin- 
“ nuinicace at their rilquc and per.) ” 

Tlie lame Pope, in his pnv.ae letmr to the King, ^ re- 
comnlended to him the epifoopaH igOts. 'worn a Pogt 
IS confultcd upon any occ.dion wnr.ev. , wemuii e>:pcv„. 
that his advice will be coniormalne ta li.s ii.Uion. ^ 
But BcmcdiclXlV. while he. roamtaaied 
due to his rank, did all hecouldm. 1 ivoas;gii tuv. ^ 
authorhy, of decorum, and ot tiA* pcac.. c ^ 

His brief, addreiledto theBifhop>, va. printevi 
Parliament had the courage, t ic ^aiU'wc;, to c ,k 
and foppiefs it, by an and . 1 r*-' , 'g 

the King Hill more, bccamh ii w..s he 'Aim ■■ 
bricT to the Biihops, wham r'w ■ 
demivd. In this bne , che. uw 

♦ T>:c: b: . g X 
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Gallican church, or of ([the royal authority, were men- 
tioned, which the Parliament had maintained and vinds 
cated at all times. The Court difcovered in the lenlure 
of rhe Parliament mord ilUhumourthan moderation. 

I'he Council believed that they had another rubjcci 
on wliich they could reprove the conduA of the Parlia- 
ment of Paris ; many other fuperior Courts, which bore 
^ the name of Parliaments, intitlcd themfclves, Clafles 
“ of the Parliament of the Kingdom ” a title which the 
Chancellor dc PHopital had given them : it fignihed 
only the union of the Pailianicnts in the intelligence and 
maintenance of the laws. The Parliaments did not 
pretend to reprefent the whole SlUc, divided inro diflc- 
rent companies, which all together niakinjr a (ingle body, 
conftitine the perpetual States-Generul of the Kingdom. 
I'his idea would have been very great, but it would have 
been too much, and the royal authority was jealous ci 
it. 

Thefc confiderations, joined to the difUculty that w.i. 
made upon the enregitlermg the taxes, determined tlu 
King to come and reform the Parliament of Paris, Iv. 
holding a bed of jufticc. 

However lecret the .^liniftry kept this meafurc, 1' 
t- aidp red to the public. The King was received i'l 
Pans \\ ith a fullen filencc. 'I'hc public confuler Parli- 
am«.ntsonly as the oppoicrs ot laxc, and nev^r cxanii.u 
if tlufc taxes arc nccVflary •, nor e\cn make the ivfUv- 
lion. that they fell their Ubourand merchandizes in pn'- 
pjrcion to them ; and chat chcburtlu n falls upon clw rich, 
who confc^jiientiy arc the finl to C' inplain, and to ui- 
courag-: tlx; jpuririiir^ of the populace. 

In tiiis war, the bVigiiii) had been loaded wifii r..xr^ 
more than the Frem li ; but that people tax ihcinidu', 
and know upon v.liat articles the iinpolls are to be ^ 
Fiance i 1 taxed, and nevi r knows upon what il»ail 
. afiigncitl't' bii-ds ii.ncd h»r tV payment of their hun-- 
In rlngi.incu rr e piiOiic taxe*. ate not tanned ro imi 
itiials, *vho cniich r-seinlciv'e-i atihe nation’s txpenee. 
but tliiS is t'lo c.ife in Frame.' The Parliamer*'.' 
Fiance Jiavc ai-.vay. fi..u!e icmunilranccs to ihrir hi'*! 
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ftr^'Ainft this abufe ; but there j^vc times wiien thefe re- 
iponftranres, and efpecially making difficulties about 
enregiftering, are more ^dangerous th m the taxes them- 
felves, becaufe a war demands jlrefent fuccour, and ijie 
abides of tljefe fupplies cannot be correded, perhaps^ 
but with length of time. 

The King came to Parliament, and ordered an edld 
to be read, by which he fupprefied two Chambers of this 
body, and feveral officers, l ie ordered, that the bull 
Lfnigenitus fliould be rerpeCied, and forbad the fecular 
fudges to order the admiilillration of the ficrament, 
permitting them only to judge of abides and offences 
committed in adminillenng them-, enjoining the Bifhops 
to prefenbe to all their minillers diferetion and mode- 
ration and recommended that all pad quarrels ffiould 
be burled in oblivion. He ordered "" that no Counfellor 
ffiould have a deliberative voice f before he was twenty- 
fiv^e years of age and that no one ffiould vote in the 
Adembly of the Chambers kill he had fervecl ren 
years and finally, made the moft exprels inhibi- 

tions acrainft interrupting, under any pretence what- 


ever, the ordinary buhneis,” 

The Chancellor put thefe 'orders to the vote, for 
form’s lake ; but the Parliament kept a profound fi- 
lence. The King then fiid, he would be obeyed, and 
that “ he would putvffi whoever daied to Iwirve from 

“ his duty.” ^ r- i ou 

I'he next dav fitteen Counfellors of the C^ieat C am- 
ber lodged their refmn.uion at thr office. One aundrecl 
and twenty-four Members of Padiament iocm foikiwed 

their example, and univcrlal n\uiinurit)^ [jre^ai e 

tlirougliout the city. * ^ , r « 

Among fuch a number of difpurcs which cccafioned a 

general fermentation, in the muld of a iqrnc war, | 
m this confuied Hate of the finances, which , 

war fiill more dangerous, and irritated thean’^xM) ^ 


* December 13, . 
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the malecontents 5 in fine^ amidft the thorns of divificn 
fovvn on all Tides between the magiftrates and the clergy *, 
in fuch a general uproar, it was^vcry difficult to do any 
good, and it remained 6nly to prevent the execution of 
much evil. 


CHAP. XXXVII. 

An Attempt againft the King's Perfon, 

T hese emotions of the people were Toon buried in 
a general conflernation, occafioned by a moll hor- 
rid and unexpe<fled accident. The King was llabbeJ 
in the Court of Verfailles*, in the prefence of his Ion, 
in the midil of his guards, and of the great officers oi 
the crown. The following is an account of this Ilrangc 
event. 

A miferable wretch, of the dregs of the people, 
named Robert-Francis Damiens, born in a villag.* 
near Arras, had been a^confiderable time a lervant in 
fcvcral houfes in Paris: he was a man whole g'oon v 
and fery dilpofition had always bordered upon madntrls. 

The general murmurs that he had heard in all public 
places, m tlie grand hall of the palace and eliewherc, 
heated his imagination. He went to Verlailles like .. 
diftradkd perfon, and in thole agitations which li.s 
inconcewabie delign threw him into, he defired to be 
bloovled at his inn. Phyfic has fo great an inlluencc 
over the iwiads of men, that he protelled afterwards in 
his interrogatories, ‘•'That if his requelt had been com- 
“ ])lied with, he Ihould not have committed ihe crime. 

His defigr>was the moll unheard-of that ever ente.d 
the head of a monttcr of this fort: he did not intend f/ 
kill the’King; as in elFed he declared lince, and as nc' 
fortunately he could have done, but was relolvcL* ci 

♦ January 5, 17^7. 
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wound him; and this is in feality wbt he declared in 
Ills criminal profecution before the parliament : 

1 had not the intention of killing the King. T 
‘‘ could have done it, had I kad the inclination. All 
“ that I ilid, was in order that God might touch his 
‘‘ heart, and incline him to re-eftablilh all things a^ they 
Ihould be, and reflore the tranquility of his domi* 
“ nions ; and the Archbiftiop of Pans alone is the foie 
“ catdc of all thefe troubles 

This idea had inflamed his mind to fuch a degree, 
that in another interrogatory he faid, 

“ I have mentioned Counfellors of Parliament, be- 
“ caufe I have fervqd one, and becaufe almoft all men 
“ are enraged at the condud of the Archbifliopf In 
a word, fanaticifm had troubled the mind of this un- 
fortunate man fo far, that in the interrogatories he un- 
derwent at VeiTailles, are found thefe his own words : 

Being interrogated v;hat motives had excited him 
to afldilinate the King’s perfon, he replied, That it 
was for the caufe of religion 

All the aflaflinators of Chriftian Princes have urged 
this caufe. The King of Portug<d had not been aliiif- 
linatcd but bv viitue of the ciecifion of thiee jefuits.^ 
k is very well known that Henry III. and IV. ol 
France periilied by the hands or tanatics; but with 
this (iiflVrencc, they loft their lives becaufe^ 
jXMrcd to be enemies of the^ Pope, and tnc life of 
Louis X V. was attempted becaufe he feemed to be too 

complaifani to him. . . 

The aflidrm was furniflied with a fpring/.cnire^ at one 
end carrying a long lliarp-poyitcd and at the 

other, a penknife about tour •inches in kaigth. lie 

waited for the moment when the King fliotndflep into 

his coach to go to Tnanon. k was^ncar ix ^ 
evening, quite dulky, and exceedingly coxt •, a mo a 
tk courtiers wore cloute, which, by coraiption, arc 

Interrogatory of the iSih of Aiticlc I 44 > f* :> > 

tlic procefs of Damien:/ in 410. „ o t P ac. 

Interrogatory of the 6th of March, 1 . 285. ^ . n | 
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called redingotcs* , Thd aflii/Tin, thus drclfcd, pro- 
ceeded towards tlie guards, and in palTing run againil 
tJie Dauphin": he then forced diis way through the file 
of the gardcs-du-corp!/; and of the one hiUndred Swils, 
came up to the King, and ILibbed him w«h the pen- 
knife in the fifth rib, then put his knife in his pocket, 
and remained with his hat upon his head. 'I'iie King 
finding himfelf wounded, turned abour, and elpying 
this llranger, who was covered, and whofe eyes Itarcd 
wildly, he laid, ‘‘That is the man who ilabbed me • 
“ arrefl him, but do him no harm.” 

While every one was feized with fright and liorror, the 
King was carried in to his bed, fwrgeons Ibught, and it 
was uncertain whether his. wound Was mortal or nor, or 
whether the knife was empoifoned. The parricide often 
repeated, “J.etthem take care of Monfeigneur le l)au- 
“ phin, th4t he docs not go out the whole day.” ' 

At thele words the univerfal alarm redoubled* h 
was not doubted that there was a conlpiracy againlf the 
Koyal Family : every onc^ figured to himfelf tlie greateit 
dangers, the greateit and molt premeditated crimes. 

tdappily, the King’s vyound was but flight •, but the 
general trouble was confidcrable ; and fears, fufpicion ;, 
and intrigues, multiplied at court. 'Fhc Grand fro- 
vo'l of the Houlhold, to whom the puniflimcnt of crimes 
oommilted in the King’s Pal^lcc belongs, immediately 
feized tlie parricide, and commenced the proceedings 
in form, as pradlifed at St. Cloud, on the alfallination 
ot Henry HI. An exempt of the Provoll’s guard liav- 
ing obtaineel a little confidence, either Iceming or real, 
in the diilc red mmd of this' wretch, eng.igt;d liini 
fo be lo hardy as to write a letter from his pnfon to the 
King liimicJf-p Damiens write to the King! An 
aflalTln write to him whom lie had aflallinated l 

• From tfco Rnglifii word ktding-conts, 
f The followin;; i:, a copy of iliib cuiious letter. 

Sir, I am very foiry I h*.d the mi'jfortune to afiault you; but 

** if you do not taiic your peopIc'i> parC^ before lome yearb buve 

f This Ititer is found m p.i^e 69, of the procefs a^jaiiift Damiens, 
the puMic by the Cnmmal lU jilloi* of Llic railiamciit, by pcriiJilhe!: 

of hi^ fupc'iors* * " 

Iil3 
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His leuer is foolift and conformable to the mean- 
ncfs of his condition; but it difcovers the objeft of his 

expired you and Moufieur Je Dauphin and fomc others will perilh. 
It Will be a Pity that fo good a Ibjnce, for the k nduefs he has 
for the etQ^ehadics m whom he places all his confidence, lliould 
not be lure of his life; and if you have not the goodncL to re- 
medy it in a little time, very great misfortunes will anfe, your 
Kingdom notbeing in furety. Unhappily tor you, youi fubjei^Is 
have given you thcir rcfignation ; the aftair proceeds not from 
them ; and if you have not the goodneit for your people, to order 
the adminiilration of the facraments in the article of death, they 
having refufed it fiiice your fitting In judlce, on which account 
theChatelct have dircacd the moveables of the PrieiU who fled, 
to be fold, I repeat it to you, your life is not in fafety. 1 fpeak 
from good puthority, and » take tlie liberty of informing you of 
It by the oflicer who brihgs you this, and in whom I have placed 
all my conlidence. fhe Arclibilhop of Pails is the caufe of all 
this trouble, by his ordering the facramenis to be relolcd After 
the baibaiour crime th it 1 have committed againll your facred 
perfon, the fincere confelTion 1 take the liberty of makuig to you, 
gives me hope that 1 fliall leceive the goodnefs of your Majefly’s 
clemency. 

‘‘ Signed, Damifns.’* 

At the back of the faid letter is written, flourllhed, wt’ •var/aur, 
agreeable to, and at the deitre of the interrogator of Francis Damiens, 
t .ited the 9ih da)' ol January 1757, at Vcrfaillcs, prelent, the King. 

Signed, Damiens. 

The clciks Du Pirillet and Duvoigne, with flouiiflics. 

And lovver down li written ; d'o the King. 

Then follows the tenor of a writing. Signed, Damiens. 
(Copy of the bdlct.) 

Meflieuis, Chagrange, fecond, 

JDliie de LilTe * 

De la Guiomye, 

Clement, 

Lambert, 

The prcfidcnt de Rieux Bonnainvilliersb 
Prefdent de M..fly, and ajmofl 

It is neceflary that the King re cflabltih his Parliament, and fup- 
porc them, with a proniife of doing nothing to thclc above-ineutionc 

ind their allbciaics. ^ 

Sigi>ed, Damiens. 

And lower down is wriuen. ^ r ^ • 

Ji^ourifhed, n/ ^vanetur. agreeable to, and at the delirc of t e in- 

fieriogator of ciiis day, being the v;tK of January 1757- 

^ ^ Signed, Damiens. 

The cleiks Da liiillcjand Duvolgne, with a flourifli. 

;rhe raid letter, as (veil as thc^'aid writing, was annexed to the 
Jninuics of the faid intcrrogatoiies. 

This wi^lch mangled llic namus of alniofl; ail of whom he 
S J. 
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ftiry. In it is fren, thaf, the public complaints again!: 
the Archbiihop had rurncd the criminal’s brain, and 
excited him to his vile attempt. It appeared by tl;e 
names of the members ff Parliament cited in his Irtter, 
'that he knew them by lerving one of their brethren •, 
but it would have been abl'urd to fuppofe tint they had 
explained their fentiments to him, and much Ids that 
they had ever fpoken, or even dropped a word to en- 
courage him to the crime. 

So the King did not hefitate to refer his puniniment 
to thole of the Grand Chamber who had not refigned. 
He infilled even that the Princes and Peers fliould, by 
their prefcncc, add more authditjeity and I'olcmnity, in 
all points to the trial in the eyes of the public, who 
are as fufpiciuus as curious exaggerators, and who 
always fee in thefe horrid adventures beyond the truth. 
Never, in efledl, did truth appear more cleat ly. 

It is evident, that this madman had no aecomplice. 
He always declared, he did not think of killing tlie 
King; but that he had formed the ddign to wounci him, 
ever finre the banifhmenr of the Parliament 

Diredly, upon tr.e iirll iiucnogator} , he I’aidf, 11i.it 
“ religion alone had dctenui/iecl iiiu) to tins attempt.’’ 

He acknowledged tioU' he only Ipoke bad of the Mo- 
linil'is t, and rhoie who iei'u:l‘d liic lacranients; ;;nd that 
theie pecyde appaicntly L\!.e'/e in two Gods. 

He died out on tiTe tjjtuie, I thought I nuailhi 
have done a mcruoino';' vv(>rk tor Heaven, ;i::d ir !■> 
what 1 h.iv'e !ie;i:d U ki by all the jnieils in ihe i\i- 
“ lacc^ 1, ” He eonnauriv perilled in lil^'inp iluu ;i \v:is 
the Art I’apS ihe jeuil'al of the i.iU‘.tt;.ems 

and the difgraces of* the Parliament, that had llinel 
him to this ad of parricide: he t.cclared tiie I'amc ag.di 
to lus confeObrs. i'h is wretciied man was no more than 
a foolidi fanatic, Ids abominable, in fad, th.m Ravniii lac 
and John X'haid, l)ut more mad, and iiaving no nf^ ic 
"^"Tccorupliccs than thofe two furies had. 'Phe only ac- 

Interrogatory htfoic tl.(‘ Patlianiciit, 132, and 13:. 

I i*. Ml. t t \S' 11 

a comphcc.g 
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complices, generally, for thcfe^ monfiers, are fanatics, 
whole heated brains light up, without knowing it, a fire 
in weak, defperace, hardened minds. A few words 
dropped by chance is fulfficient 10 let them on flames. 
Damiens a(^ed under the fame illuiion as Ravaillac, and 
died in the fame torments ^ 

What is then the eftcct of fanaticifm, and the deftiny 
of Kings ? Henry HI. and IV. were affaffinated becaufe 
they fupported their rights againlt the Clergy 5 and 
Louis*^XV. became he was reproached with ufiivr too 
little feverity againft one. Behold three Kings ""upon 
whom the hands ot parricides have fallen, in a country 
renowned for the love of its fovereirns ! 

I he father, wife an 3 daughter of Damiens, although 
innocent, were ban iflied the kingdom, with a prohibition 
againll returning, under pain of death ; and, by die 
lame fcntcnce, all his reiations were obliged to quit 
the name of Damiens, which was become execrable. 

This event occafioned thofe, who by their unhappy 
ccclefiaftical quarrels had been the caufe of this great 
crime, to return, for fime time, to their ienfes. It is 
coo evidently leeii what a dogmatical fpirit, and the 
bigotry of religion, can produce. No one could have 
imagined that a bull, and tickets of confelTion, could 
have had fuch horrible events ; but fo it is, that the 
foibles and fury of mankind are clofely united. Tlie 
f])irirs of Polrroc and James Cdeiuenc, which were re- 
puted to be annihilated, (till fubfiil in the fouh of the 
Ignorant and ferocious. Reafon in vain guides thoie 
of liigjier rank ; tlie populate are always inclined to 
fanatjcifni ; and perhaps there ^is no qtjii^r reir.edy for 
this contagion, than to enlighttsi, in the end, even the 
ioweft of the people •, but, infiead or that, they are 
educated in fupcrlfition, and aherwar^s men are afto- 
niflicd the confeqiiences of it. 

Jn the mean time, fixtcon Counlellors, who had re^ 
figned, were fent into exile; and oneot them wmo 
had been clerk, ai^l aherwards was made Counieilor of 

March zg. t L’Abbc dc Cluuvcliii. 

lionour, 
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I]onour, celebrated for l^s patriotic principles and do- 
quence, eltablilheci a perpetual mafs, to return God 
thanks for having preferved the Jile or il:ac King who 
bad banilhed him. | 

Many officers of the Parliament ot iieliin^on were 
confined in different towns foriiaving refufed to rcgiller 
the fecond twentieth penny, and giving a decree againll 
thelntendant of the Province. 

1-Iis Majclly, nutwichHanding the wicked attempt 
made upon his perfon, and in Ipitc of a ruincas war, 
conftantly and carefully employed himlllf in Hilling the 
quarrel ot his l-’arliament and Clergy, endeavouring to 
reitrict each power within its proper liimts, or banilhing 
the Arclibiffiop of Paris once more, for having aCLetl con- 
trary to his laws, in the eleftion of a luperior of a Con- 
vent. wflc afterwards recalled this Prelate, Itill render- 
ing his lefolution the more rcfpedable by his moder.i- 
non. Ac length, the affairs even oi the ParliaiiKnc of 
Pans were accoinmodated ; the meinlKrs of this body, 
who had rcfigned, refunied their polls and functions 
and every thing promiled tranquility at home, till talfc 
zeal, and the ipiric of party, lliouki occalion ticlh 
irouulcs. 


C n A P. XKXVJII. 

Ajjc’jfination of ibe Kin^ of Porlu^al. I'J.c 
fivn Cl the fcf lilts fi cm ihtn>c^ aiui (f'C/'ivarJ^ 

I'/ii/uJ. 

A Rl JdGft)tJfi order ought not to make any pair 
ot a Hillory. No llillo'fian of aiuiijuicy has 
CiUCi\d into a detail of tiie eltablilliments ul ilie prieils 
of cithei Cybeic or Juno. It is one of tlic misfortunes 
oi our K'jropcan policy, chat the Monks, deltincd by dw 
— irmituiiun to be unkiKAvn, have made as much node in 
tlic world as priiicc'^, citlicrby their immenlc riches, 
or the troubles they have excited, cvVr fince their ndli- 
lution. 


iv 
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It is well known, that: thejefults were the aftual 
fov^ercigns of Paraguay, while they acknowledged the 
of vSpain for its mafter. The Spanish Court had, 
by a treaty of exchange, ceded terrain dillrifts of thefe 
lands to Kii^ Jofeph ot Portugal, of the Houle of Bra- 
<Tanza. "1 he Jdiiits were accufed of having oppofed 
This ceJure, and of caufing the people to revolt who 
were to have fubnfuted to the government of thePor* 
tugtn ze. 1'his, joined to a number of other injuries, 
occafiuned the Jeiuits to be driven from the Court of 
Lilbon. 

Some time after, the Tavora family, and particularly 
the Duke d’Aveiro, un^lc to the young Countefs Ataide 
ci’Atouguia^ the old Marquis and Marchioneis of Ta- 
vora, the pavents of the young Countefs ; and, in Hiort, 
Count Ataide her hulband, and one of this unfortunate 
lady’s brothers, ima^rining that they had received from 
the King an irreparable iniury, relolved to revenge them- 
iclves. Vcngeai'.cc and hiperlllt on are mutually link- 
ed. The meditators ('fa wicked attempt will always feek 
cafuifts and confelibiw roencour.tge them in their villainy; 
and this family, thiiiking them < Ives thus abufed, con- 
certed With three jduirs, viz. Malagrida, Alexander, and 
Mathus. Thcie t akntls declared, that to take away the 
life of the King was only committing a lin that they termed 
venial ■[, 

To underkand this decifion more clearly, it is ne- 
cedary wc fliould know chat the caiuifts make a ciiltinc- 
tion between the tins v/hi^h lead* to hell, and thole which 
condu(fl us to purgatory for a certain time - between the 
fins that the ablblutioaof a prici^ ean toii^,vc, eithei by 
the means of prayer or the dill^ibutiork ot alms, am 
thole which are pardoned without any latistaftion. ic 
iirfc are confidcred as h:ortiil\ the latter, venial. 

Auricular confellion occafioned a parricide m ior- 
cu^l, as it had done in ocher countries. What was in 
troduced as an expiation at crimes, has been the mea s 

“ It is fo reported in Uic Acordaoj or declaration of Ro}al Cou 
ciJ cf Cilbon# * 


of 
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of oommictii^ them. jSuch ii, as we £ave oltrn it 
asarked in this Iliftoty/ the dqtlonble condition of Im 
inanity 1 . 

The conlpinton, f'lniiflird with thnr panion for tli. 
other world, waited the King’s return to J.ilbun fnm 
n link Gountiy>hoole, alone without ilomellU.s, and h 
die ni^t : tney fired into his coach, and ^g^roufi- 
wounoud him *. 

All the accomplices, except one domellir, wcrefei»*c! 
Some peiilhed by the wheel, and the others wen; lx 
headed. The young Counrefs d’Ataide, whole hull. :'ii 
was executed, went, by order of the King, to bewail r 
a convent thole horribk mUtui tunes which flic wj 
thought CO be the cauleof. The jefuits alone, who ha* 
advilw and authorilL'd this aflUOination, by tlic mi i" 
of confelfion (means as dangerous as they arc I'aiieu. 
at that time cfcaped punifliment. 

l*ortugal, not having then recilvcd thatinulle.-u.l 
knowled^' which h.ul opened the cj.ls of fo many I-Iud. 
pean Kingdoms, was under guvt'.r iubmiflion to tl >7 
Pope chan any other State. 1 h, King was lu.t permitiv ! 
to condemn to death, by his jiui/i-i, a ni»nk . inliy oi'a 
parricjde, without the lonfl nt or Rome. Other iiatii.i.- 
were in the ei. Iiumth ce.*it.ry, but ti>c l’urtu{,u.ii- 
leemeil to be 11:11 in tiu tweliih.'' 


i'oflcrKy will fia.iily litliive thitthc K'n^ofl'ci 
tugal I'liii ID d Rome, for a:*o\e a s.'ir, far 
CO Cl / ii.c J.'luits, though tiK-y w.'i'o hii fill jet. s. a '..i 
Could pi<t ii! tain it. 'file C'i> i.i. i . I.ilbui. aiui Ko. •* 
svc.'c f.>i r :ui.( t:,-,- a: iii't-.i %aii..» c, aiulein} in' 
Raitcr^tl ti'ciplclvc. tliu I’u tii>,rtl wouM fliiki i!/-' 
yoke ihut l->nclaiM',« her a'ly and fiouAuis ii..! i 
long trumpled uii>:ci i(.oi ; i'Ui li. ■ riirtu. 4 iie.'e .«ii.i.i!'> 
had too many eitin.is i.i li., c to iiiHJtfr.ake wlu, t' 
Court of 1 01x1')’! I.a I IX - 1 ut- >1 : liuwirver, h:s l.••llu ■ 
expieliiii botii greMt uioluiiuii and cxtFLii.c i.iiiDk 
Jicnfiun. 


Ti'i-J .lifu’", V.'. j vve-e I I ”, wei*- iV.”" 

f"np,i "I 1.1(11111, w.'i t'.i- K n>' P*i ihc:ii nin.ii.n, •* 


i.it* (d j : !i. f>i i.* l'..ln:•||0l1^. 
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were ckclarcd^for ever banifhed the kingdom ; but yet 
they dared not to execute' t'l^fe three who were ac- 
ciifed and cbnvii'Aed oi pirncide. The King was re- 
duced to the expedient delivaing Malagrida to the 

Inqutfinon, ou fulpiciom ot having lormerly advanced 
Vome ra{K pr>ipofi' ions which bordered upon herefy, 

'The Dominicans, the Judges of the Holy Office, and 
jfliffanrs to the (T'and Inquihtor, were never well af- 
Icc^tcd towaicis thejduits, and paid more obedience to 
the King of Portugal than they did to Rome. Thefe 
monks difcovered a little book of the ‘‘ heroic life of 
St. Ann, mother of Mary, diftated to the reverend 
father Malagrida b ' St. Ann herfeif.’' She declared 
to him, that fne had experienced the immaculate con- 
ception as well as her daugliter, tliat Hie had Ipoken and 
cried in her motherk womb, and alfo that flie had made 
the Cherubinis wee[). All the writings of Malagrida 


were of a piece with thi^^ : befidts, he h.id made predic- 
tions, and per rornied miracles ; and that ol cxjierencing 
nocturnal pollutions in his prifjii, U theai-coi: feveni', - 
live, was not one of tlie lead, 
proached in his procels u; 'w i 
to t!.e dames, without t’ne r 
fi nation or liic Kimg A. 

Iccnlar onl\ , and tlir other on ' 

I'hus wc!e the .::cck ot ri.ln v' ^ 


; rca*. 


th all this he was re- 
' -which he was condemned 
; ^n mentioning the alfal- 
lixi: wa^ a fault againff a 
^1 _'.-s weic againd God 
h . wd abilirclity joined to 
. k..mnal was only brought 
bu.Tit for being a madman 


the cxt.crniiy o 
to his trial as a projihct, 
only, and not for having been a parricide. 

While the [eluits were eriven i;om Portugal, this aa- 
ventiire rouled the hatred that b ranee *bore 4owaids 
them* where they were always* powerK^ and detelied. 
It happened that Vme of their om^r, named La ^J-^leite, 
chief of the miihon iries at M.ii t’necj, and tne gicater 
merchant in tlie i fluids, became a bcoviKipt lOi uiiwaras 
of three millions. All thofe whe, ac^c mtereded, orought 
tWir caufe before the ihuliam-r- or Pans. • 1 ney 


^ilcovcrcd that the (Pcnci.4 o: 


L:ic 


jicer, relidcnt ac 


Sop., zi, 


Pvome. 
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Rome, had <>;ovei ncd the aft'drs of the /bciVty in a (Irh;,/ 
tic manner; and the Pafliarnent decreed tliat the pRfi. 
dent and the whole ibciety of Jefuits fliould anfvver Fh 
the bankrui)fcy oj’ Lai \'aletre.r 

This procels, whidii excited the hatred of France 
ngainfl the Jeluits, led them to examine info tliis fincu- 
)ar inflitution, which rendered an Italian General ablo- 
liite mailer over the perfons and iortunes of a French 
ibciety. They were iurpriled to find, that the order of 
Jeluits was never formally received m France by tlie 
major part of the French Parliaments, d'hey examined 
their conllirutions, and all the FarJi.micnts founci tiican 
incompatible with the laws. 1 hey then rccolledled all 
the ancient complaints wliii'h vteie made agamll tiiis 
O'dcT, and upwards of hitv vuiiimes of them theologi- 
c.il deciiion*; af ceding the Frefv of the live.s of Kings. 
I'hc Jeluits deiended themlelves only by la\ in% 
d'fnu the J rolains and Si. d nomas had written as 
“ much;” by \v'hith thev only proved that the ja^)- 
bins were as reprehenfible a. themlelves. ^\'iLh lelpe. c 
to Thomas (iF\(|uinas, he is canom/'-d ; Ivvit in ins 
liitrnmcntiiu: funr^ncry tiler.- a e dccdinjis 'hat the Faiha- 
rnenrsot Fra.nce wemid In^n uj on ids l'ea(l-dav, if rlie\ 
were made ule of to diltoib r'le p. nx: of the kin.jdjm. 
A% he in many places d:'(lm>, tin t i he F'hma n i,.is a 
right to depote a Prime v.hm- .ninlukl to ir, loin 
this'Cale he g vcs lancticni to p.n in j :e. Hy Ilk h m. x- 
ims as rhele on<* mav gain pa; nude and ihegabows ! 

d'he King conddi ende ) to interni'. vidK* in if.e alf.fr 
Oi the Jelm s, and enoe-^ V' an - d to pacify tins quarrel, 
as he Ifud done (>thrrs. fi * was chn'iious of retorming 
in a parental ’nf.mner rbv- I’len^h Jeluits; hui it inlaid, 
that Pope Clement XI I ( <1 (luej, that they mud eiilnr 
Cv)ntmiie as tin y vvere, or r'o^( xiil at all ; .ind this anlwcr 
from the Pope was tin i: inm. ddiey we^*'* 'gain charged 
V. it.h carryirtg on leto r .difmblies. d'he King then aban- 
■Aittned then^ to his Ihu liamcnrs, w!io ail, one alter .TlX 
other, ciepiivcd tiiCm ot rh< ir ^ olF'ws aim ihcir clbKcu. 

ddie Parliamenf. ( {'u; c : '.'If u i iicm upon lome rules 
only ot their inlliiuiion, whicii liie King mig’U have 

altered ; 
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hlicrccl •, upon hon-lok inaxims, it is true, 'out fuck as 
WCIT .Icl'pilca, and for the moft ^,irt publiftied l-,y foreum 
jehiit-, and la'cly tormaliy diUvowed h\ the I'rcnch 

In all impoi-aac affain, then** is an avowed prer-yr 
and a < r.iccnlcd rcaion. The prere:ec for rhe pumniinenr 
of ti^r jefuits was rlie pretended dangers which mioln: 
n::ic froT; tlv/ir pwin lous books, which nobody read • 
i]\: tree (aide vvas_ the credit which they had fo long 
abiii'-d. In tlv-s enlightened and moderate age, it han- 
peneci ro then it biKl Llied'cmplars in a time of igno- 
rance and bariNinlm : n-ide ruined them both-, bnt^ rho 
Jeiuit. were tie.itul in tiirir difgwacc with mildncis, and 
tiio '[\ mphirs wuh u-nidry. At lall, the King, by a fo- 
Icnn edwt in lyd/, tctaliv aboliflied this order, which 
al'v.iys ii id p -1 jon^ wo’thv o'c eiieem belonging to it, bur 
mom* ineen nanes^ and which was, during the ipace of 
two luinvli\dj }■( ai'w a iubpvTc ot ddcord, 

It w.is u' idirr Sarchc/g L.enuis, n^r Efcobar, nor th.^ 
nbiiirdi' V o'* cadfinlb, wiiich ruinen the Jefuits -, it was l/‘ 
Teliicr ; :: '.vas tne hull that was the rcaion of thew 
cxtTj^ t.v)n tiu'ougiiO’r almoft all France. The plouidi 
di j hi ' Icfuit Le I'cll er paliyd over the ruins of Pori 
v.d, 'ut i ’"'ouc .Pi, at the end of fixty years, thofe fruits 

wniAr ■ 'lay ■ )v r ao. The periccutions that tins violent 
•uui cr .0 / man luui excited agamlt an obllinate people, 
render' .i fb'' [c'.u’ s execra’dic in^F lancc. A memorable 
< xampng init wiiKii will not coirecc the Confedbrol an\ 
imma'icii v, :m is (wiui: almoil all courtiers ar*) aafw- 
tious u-r.ogviinu', and wlto dirci-ts the conlcicnce oi t 
prinr<: l)uc ill informed, an 1 weakened by old age^ ^ 
idu‘^irder of Jeluits was afrerv\ Ards driven from all t;tc 
dominions of the Kinpvoi Sprain in Furo^'c, N 
Ain. l ira from the I'wo Sii die^, Parma, ainl litt , an 

evident pixjof that they weic niit lucii grcx'vc politimn.) a--> 
vvas genefiilly iniagincri. 1 lie (noims were nc*ci | e>\\ci 
f'unnir by tnc blmdr.cfs vi mankind; and in this . 

Chcirc^cs to be opene.W \k hat there was wormy 

ii his JccHf?. 
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of remark in their almofl univerfal overthvow was, that 
in Portugal they were fpaniflied for liaving degenerated 
from their inftitution, and in France for having been too 
conformable to it *. The rcafon is, that the Portugueze 
did not dare toexamini^ into an inftitution confccrated bv 
the Popes, and the French flood not in fo «much awe of 
their authority, -f- The refult on the whole is, that a re- 
ligious order that could excite the hatred of fo many na- 
tions, muft certainly have delerved it. 

This order was exterminated throughout all the coun- 
tries which had been the theatres of its power; in Spain, 
the Philippine Iflcs, Peru, Mexico, Paraguay, Portugal, 
Brazil, France, the Two Sicilies, the Dutchy of Parma, 
and in Malta; but it preferved. itfelf, at lead for fomc 
time, in Hungary, in Poland, in onc-third of Germany, 
in Flanders, and even in Venice, w here it, however, was 
in no edeem, and from whence it had been formerly 
banifhed. 

It appears but reafonable and jud, that the Sovereigns 
who are diffatisficd with any religious order, Ihoiild r;J 
ihemfcives of it; and that thofe Pov^ers wliich approv: 
of it, fhould cherilh it in their dates. 


CHAP. XXXIX. 


Of the Bull of Pope Rcz^Ofiico^ Clement XI IL n'ndof 
Coufequenees, 

T -H E infant-Duke* of Parma, Don Ferdinand oi 
Bourbwi, havinjg followed the example of* all the 
Princes of his family in banifhing the Jefuits, made in 


• Stay, till wcjiave pafTcd the next fentence. TranfuUcr. 
t Are we any thing theuifer now? I’hc order ot Jcluits 
e(jnally baniihed from France and Spain, as a Community dan^roui 
the State. 'Fhc poUtfc.il JuFercnce is by no means apparent, 
M. Voltaire .iftcits the llile of Tacitus, which is concilencls; but 
wanting iiii genius, the fentence in llorac!? may be applied [O 

ejjtfuforb^ 


Idem. 


his 
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his eftates feveral regulations which reformed the mo- 
naftic abufes 3 and his Minifter* who was much efteemed 
in Europe, had moreover the prudence to oppofe the 
pretenfions of the CouVt of Rpme, which claimed a 
right to jutlge all the contentious difputes in Parma, Pla- 
centia, and Guaftalla, and to confer all their benehces. 

Thele pretenfions were derived, in the firft place, from 
St Peter, who, they fay, was Bilhop of Rome. Se- 
condly from the Cduntefs Matilda; who had endowed 
Pope Gregory Vi I. with Parma, Placentia, and other 
„reat domains. But it has never been proved that St. 

Peter had ever been at Rome •, and it is certain that he 
-ever conferred any benefice^ in Parma, Placentia or 
GoalUlla, and that he ‘never judged anyprocefs in thofe 

Arto'the Counters Matilda, filler of the Emperor 
Henry III. and aunt to the Emperor Henry l\ .whom 
he IV, PCS had rendered lb unhappy, this donation has 
ever bS-n confidered as null by all the Imperial Cui- 
lMn« it not being perm'tted to difpofe ot any fiet of 
I c E:i pire without the confent of ihe l.ord Paramount 
TleW/ re fiinuchpeiibaded, even m the time of 
rh'rl'S V of the invalidity»of the punafieal claims, 

rnnk ooffelTionof I'la^entia when tne 

on '"T t-Poo- Paul llf to whom his father had given 
B,iif ard ot t Of .. ,,r,.r.,,a'ed on aciTBunt of his vices 

that city, was ^ Y Plaienf.a till his 

and his violences. Chailes s. rs 

"tie 1 ;— t- 

ot Parma Con<t’rels o°Caml>ray, 3 hd alio 

accorded to them at the v-o ^ 

at thit of Soiflons. p clement XIII. 

When it was made known « ^ wasreloived 

that the Duke of t » Council 

to reign like other hefitated to pro- 

of Cardinals, wno . e ,he Duke’ of Pa^»a 

nounce the wife admmuira . figned 

and h;s Minifters y be a taTilebC . ,768, a 

in . St. Mary Major, ^ ^at Par- 

pontifical brief, which nc J 

L and Placentia belonged to him m D-ca. . 

VoL. 111. T 
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that the Duke of Parma (*and Placentia being a laymanij 
and not a prieft, every adl of his Council was illegal. 
He excommunicated all thofe \^ho had any hand in the 
edidfs of the Duke oftf^arma, without exception •, and 
forbad the adminiftering of abfolution to them in any 
cafe whatfoever. — This decree, (ealed with the ring of 
the Fifherman, was pofted up on the churches of St. Joh n 
de Lateran, of St. Peter, and in the field of Flora. 

Such a brief appears to belong rather to the twelfth 
century than to the prefent age. The Pope and Cardi- 
nals who involved themfelves in this net, Teem not to 
have been aware how much men’s minds were enlighren- 
od in hurope. The abfurdity /^f the Court of Rome 
was in judging of the prefent by the paft. There wer? 
times when a Priefl could dethrone a Prince by tlie 
means of prejudices ; and there are others, w'hen he would 
be obliged to difguife his weaknefs by his condefcenfion 
Ncv'cr was Pope guilty of fo grofs an error. He in- 
lulted in the perfon of the Duke cf Parma, the King of 
Spain Don Carlos his uncle, l.ouis XV. his grandfather 
and chief of the I loufc of Bourbon, and the King of the 
1 wo Sicilies his coufin-gciman. 

The Popes had never excommunicated any fovereign 
fince the year 1690, and it happened to be a Duke (d’ 
Parma, ancefioj^by the mother’s fide of the ])rclcnt Duke. 

I his was only concerning fome money-matter. TJie 
Pope had feized upon*the IHitchics of Calbo and of 
Ronciglioiie, belonging to Odoard Farnefe, Duke of 
Parma. 

In J588, ‘a more im[n3rtant nnetftof of this Prince, 
the great Hemy IV. i^^ing of PVance, was cxcon^muni- 
cat^d by Sixtus (.ijiiirftus. This pallor of the Marche 
of Ancona became Pope, and had the audacity to call 
him “ a baft^yd, and detellablc branch of the Hculc 
“ of Bourbon.^ 

^ Such for a long time was th.e fupcrftitious fienz}W,ph 
infolt nce of the Court of Rome, that a Priclt of that 
country pronounced, on tfie partoliGod, the defcciiclint 
of fo many Kings incapable of inheriting r.ot only t! 
kingdom of Sc. Louis, but even a fi.nglc acre of Ln^k 

Tn.s 



TffE AGE OF Lours 


XV. 


375 


This excefs of abfurd mfo'.ence was nor piinilhed as it 
ought to have been The religious difp.utes and the 
ambitious politics of Philip II. ,^en fupported the pride 
of the Vatijan ; but the time is come, at length, when 
what was formerly forced to be tolerated is now repref- 
fed, and when the feeble is chaftifed for the ancient vio- 
lences of the ftrong, which kbCiil no longer. 

Clement XIII. was Ibon puniihed for his great ic^no- 
rance in the affairs of the world. The Parliament of 
Paris began with condemning his brief of excommu^ 
nication j but the Royal Council made ufe of arms more 
effe6lual, by iffuina an order for taking poffeffion 
of Avignon, and of ail the County of Venaiffm ^ The 
conceffions made formerly by the Kings of France of this 
I‘.arldom to the fee of Rome, arc enveloped in that cloud 
of uncertainty in which great part of hillory is involved. 
Befides, the alienation of any ^domain of the Crown has 
always been reputed contrary to the laws of the king^ 
dom by all Parliaments, and particularly by that of 
Provence, within which preciniff Avignon and the Earl- 
dom are included. 

Louis XIV. had twice takCn poffeffion of this do- 
main, once in the papacy of Alexander Vll. and the 
ocher time in order to mortify Innocent XI. who had 
declared againll him \ and having feized thele terrL 
tones as lands belonging to the«Crown, he had rellored 
them twice, without making the lead declaration that 
might prejudice his right of re-affumption. 

It (houid be obfer/eci, that when the Kings ofj^rance 
repoirefs ihemfelvcs of the Earldom, ’tis in virtue of a 
Decree of the Parliament of Pravence. Miniller 
of France thinks proper to eftablilK the lall Decree of 
this Parliament, which in 1688 had reunited Avignon 
and the Earldom to th^ Crown. This decree had never 
beej fpecially revoked ; fo that it was put into execu^' 
tion, as fubfifting in its full force. 


f*ope, 


A Territory of France, near Avignen, deptr.dmg on the 
T 1 "Tbc 
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The Count of Rochcchouart appeared on the part of 
the King before Avignon *, attended by a few troops. 
He wentdirc(ftly to the Vice-Legate, who governed there 
in the name of the Pope, and laid to him, aj;cording to 
the ancient precedent ufed under Louis XIV. Mr. 
** Abbe, the King has commanded me to replace Avig- 
“ non in his poffelRon, and you are requefted to 

retire.*’ 

The Firft Prefident of Aix, a Second Prefident, and 
eight Counfellors, proclaimed the arret of re union. — 
M the fame time all the bells were fet a-ringing, the 
populace lighted up bonfires, and they commenced 
from that day to infert in their public ads, “ In the 

reign of our fovereign Prince Louis, by the grace of 
“ God, XV. of the name. King of France and Navarre, 
“ Earl of Provence, of the Town of Avignon, and ot 
‘‘ the Earldom of Vena ffin.” 

The King of Naples, on his part, revenged his Houlr 
and all the Catholic Sovereigns by icizing the town or 
Benevento, with that of Ponto-Corvo; and by declajin^, 
“ that thefe^ two towns and their territory were depen 
“ dent on the Crown of Naples, and that they were now 
** reunited forever.” 

They threatened likewife to feize upon Caftro anJ 
Ronciglionc, but they proceeded no farther than 
threats ; and even whcR the Court of Naples took pol - 
fefiion of Benevento, which had belonged to the Pujhs 
about feven hundred and thirty years, it paid the iribuLc 
of vaffalage^ which amounted to feven thoufand crowns, 
fufpended frppi the neck of a pacing poncy f.— 
They had not courage enough to emancipate rhcin- 
felvcs from this fervitude. Men rarely do all that they 
may. — This tribute was ftill more ancient, by ten years, 
llian the rights of the Popes over Benevento. This ho- 
mage, wijich is paid no whert rife, and which could 

dhly have been a nmjplc ceremony of piety, was not a 
# 

I 

• June 1 1, 1768. 

I Is Lai umef, Of the String of Wampum the wild Ir-diais 

mere ri Iculous ihin this ? ^‘ranjlattr, 

real 
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real feudal dependence. It took its rife from prejudice, 
and might eifily have been abolilhed by reafon. The 
Miniller of the King of NaplA, the Marquis Tauiucci, a 
man the beft inftruded in this kind of difficult jurifpru. 
dence, did not think that the times were fufficiently ripe 
for calling off a yoke, which, Ao’ a fcandal to crowned 
heads, was however impofed by religion. 

If they did not yet defpoil the Popes of all the rights 
they had ufurped, they atlcaft Tapped the foundations of 
the edifice upon which all thoferights are Tupporred-, they 
every where proferibed the famous bull in Cam Domini^ 
which they jiad fulminated every year at Rome, without 
difeontinuance, ever fince Paul III A Cardinal Deacon 
reads it at the porch of St. Peter’s on the day they call 
Holy Thurfday, and*thc Pope throws a lighted flambeau 
into the public fquarc to notify to all Chriftian people, 
that God will thus burn in hell whoever fliall violate the 
laws enabled by the bull in Cam Domini, 

It is in this bull, article 14, that are excommunicated, 
by a major cxcommuni..ation, “ The Chancellors, Coun- 
“ fellors, ordinary and extraordinary, of all Kings and 
“Princes whutfoever, the Prefidents of the Chanceries, 
“ Councils, Parliaments, as alfo tbeProcuraiors-General, 
“ who pretend to fit in jiidgment upon ecclefiaftical 
“ caufes, or who obftrud the execution of the Apoftolic 
“ordinances, even when the preventing fome violence 

“ may be the pretence.” , . r 'r 

By the fame article the Pope refer ves to himfct 
alone ‘‘ the power of abfoiving the aiofeiaid Chanccl- 
“lors, Counfellors, Prccuratprs-Gencral, and other ex- 
“ communicated perfons, none of wi)om, however, can 
“beabfohed ’till after they have pubTcklf revoked 
“ ttieir leniences, and have cancelled them out of their 

mTull’lud bcenbtfcrc fulminatal by thevioknt 
Julius II. but it had never been nwuu a law w pubhla 
it every year. It was Paul 111 . who inlbcuted th.s u agi, 


• The reader mull be more lllpid 

can invent words luHfcieni to exprcis his abhoiicii tr ^lyor. 
blafphemy and infernal infolcr.ce of dm wiiolc pa g . j 
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and who had it printed in the Builary with aggravated 
additions. It is ftrange that Charles V. who’had lacked 
Rome and detained a PopcJ in prifon, fliould yet fuffei/^ 
an abfurd ceremony tolubfift, which, though in re.ility 
defpifed, was neverthelefs injurious to the majefty of the 
Empire, and of all the Kings. 

The ' infult offered to the Infant-Duke of Parma, 
awaked all Catholic Europe out of a dumber of two hun- 
dred years (landing. The Auftrian Miniflry, after the 
example of the Parliament of Paris, condemned and 
fnppreffed tlie bull in all its Eftates. The Miniller of 
"Naples did tlie fame. All the Councils of the Princes 
began to open their eyes. In fine, after having banidied 
the Jefuits from io many States, it was every where leen 
of what importance it was to dim*iniili the prodigious 
i;iultitL)de of monks, who are in all Catholic countries 
the foldiers of the Pope, paid at the expence of the 
people. The wife Republic of Venice more crpccially 
Ognalized itfelf by laws w'hich curbed the number ot 
monks, and their rapaciouficfs. 

This was what Pope Rczzonico drc;v upon the Court 
of Rome by having liftened to bad counfels, and by 
pot having properly confidercd that we are in the eight* 
eenth century. This Pope, more virtuous than en- 
lightened, died foon after: his death was attribuicd to 
chagrin, though that is rarely the malady of old 

The Miniller, as he is (Ijled in h'lance,' for foieign af- 
fairs, and whom tliey named under Louis XIV. tiie 
Minifler of the Stranger.^ -j;, being leconded by Cardinal 
Eernis, had tlic inrerell at Rome to get a Pope no- 
minated -srom * whom w'as e.xpcciLti more circum- 
fpedion. Cardinal BernL to tlic arnhcc upon which 
the Italians piciuc ihcmlcfves had joined a litcraiy eru- 
dkion, with a tade and a genius wiiich tlie Sacred Col- 
lege no longer piques itfelf upon, and that was rarely 
poffeired but by the late Cardinal Palnonei. It was I^c 
^ *1 

* The Rcgiftry of the Pope’s Piiljs. 

f A llrange title, indeed! Why change the V.rfi:, which had fotne 
ill u ? Ttd/ijlator, 

who 
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uho made Pope Clement XIV. and who formed his 
Council. 

This Pope, who had been a Francifean, was reputed a 
man of good underftanding, and capable of futlaining 
by his wifdom the Cololllis of^the Pontificate, which 
feemed to be nodding to its fall. 


CHAP. XL. 


Of Corfica, 

T hese littlc bickerings with the Court of Rome 
coll nothing bul ink and paper; but it required 
gold and blood to fubdue the I Hand of Corfica to the 
yoke of France. 

It will be neceiTary to give fome idea of this Ille. It 
certainly niuft be that the foil of it cannot be fo barren, 
nor the jioffefiion of it of fo little confequence, as has 
been generally faid, when all its neighbouring Princes 
have always fought its dominion. 

The Carthaginians had made themfelves mailers of it 
before their w^ars with the Romans. Cornelius Scipio 
made a conqueft of it in the firft Punic war, and the 
Romans continued its mailers for a long time, and built 
fevcral towns there. The Goths took it from the 
Romans, and the Arabs conq^iered it afterwards from 

the Goths. ^ ^ 

Some Lords of New Rome drove the Saracens out of 

it, in the time of Pope Pafcgl H. The. Popes began 
from thence to pretend that it was p 

alond to confer Kingdoms, in qVahty of Vicais of Je lus 
Chrift, “whofe Kingdom, however, f 

world*.” It is generally ^Vred 

was the firft who cftablilfied the vain nbtion of a la.icd 

No ; earthly Kingdoms were under the f P^^that 

rather, for he ufreied them all to q^ir Saviour, r a . * j So’ 

by this claim the Popef appear to be only Vicar^ 

JLUch for Anih’hriil. Tranjlator, 

T 4 
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and univcrfal monarchy, not recollcding that Eginhard 
himfclf, the Secretary of^ Charlemagne, faid that Pope 
Stephen had depoled the King of the Francs Chilperic, 
and given the Kingdom of the Francs to the Mayor of the 
Palace, Pepin, father tr Charleftiagne. Pafeal II. alio 
bellowed Corfica on one of the conquerors of thole 
times named Bianco, and referved the homage to him- 
felf. The Ifland remained peopled with antient Ro- 
mans, antient Carthaginians, the Arabs, and its origi- 
nal inhabitants. The Pjfans and the Gtnoefe dilputed 
with each other the pofTeflion of it. Pope Urban II. 
granted it to the Pifans by a bull, the original of which 
remains, ’tis faid, ftill at Pdorenre. The^Genoefe, not- 
withftanding the bull, eftabliflied, themfelves in a part 
of the Ifland in the twelfth century. 

An Alphonfo, King of Arragon, drove the Genoefe 
out of it for fome time, who in their turn drove him 
from it in 1^54. The Corficans then, of their own 
accord, fubmitted themfelves as fubjedls of Genoa, be- 
caufe they were poor, and the others rich. 

In the courfc of all thefc revolutions, the towns built 
by the antient Romans fell to ruin, and the people were 
funk into barbarifm and wrctchednefs. 'Phis is the por- 
trait of all theChriftian nations fince the invafion of the 
Barbarians, except Conftantinoplc and ilie towns of 
|raly, as Rome, Venice, Florence, M ian, and a very 
few others, which preferved the policy and the arts 
that were banifbed from \:vcry place dfe. 

It was rather ro beexpeded that the Corficans would 
have conquered Pifa and Genoa, than that the Pilans and 
Genoefe jhoulrl have conque cd the Coificans; for thele 
Jflanders* were more robufl, and braver too than ]:heir 
conquerors: they had nothing to lofe; a Republic of 
poor and fierce warriors might eafily have overcome the 
merchants of Li^guna, from the fame reafon that the 
Huns, the Goths, the Heruli, and the Vandals, who 
were maflers of nothing but iron, had lubdued the aa-u, 
tioiT^ who were poirefled of gold. But the Corficans 
having been always dilunitccf,* undifci^lincd, and divided 
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j^to faftions which were mortal enemies to each other, 
^vc^e ever fubjugated through thfir owtl fault. 

It was a mean condition for the peop\e of a connirv 
which bore the title of a Kingdom to become the fub^ 
jefts ot a Republic, which did n»t know Itfelf whether 
it was free or not; for not only the Archives of the 
Empire have always enrolled Genoa as one of its fiefs, 
but when Genoa delivered itfelf up to the King of 
France, Charles VI. ; when, having maifacred the French, 
Ihe beftowed herfelf in 1409 to a fimple Marquis of 
Montferrat, and afterwards to a Duke of Milan ; when 
fhe fubrnitted to Charles VII. and to Charles VIII. ; 
when fhe was among .the number of the fubjeds of 
l.O’jis XII. and even ot fubjeds punifhed for difobedi- 
ence •, it was certain that the Corficans were the Tub- 
jeds of iubjeds not lefs hutniliated than themfelves, 
which, ;fte the condition of abfolure flavery, is the moft 
abjed ltat“ that can be well imagined. 

When the Genoefe were really free in 1553, thanks 
to the ill condud of Francis I. and to the gallant fpirit 
of Francis Doria, a man who in modern Europe has the 
moft illuftrated the name of Citizen! the Corficans were 
then more flaves than ever-, the weight of their chains 
became infupportable, and their fufferings roufed their 
courage. I'he family of the Ornanos, vshich has fince 
taken fheltcr and made a figure in France, attempted to 
do in Corfica what the Doiias had done in Genoa, re- 
flore liberty to their country ; and this family of the Or- 
nanos were worthy ot fo noble an undertaking. It d.d 
not, however, fuccced; the greatbll courage and the belt 
mealures mult be iecondcci by fortu; c. 1 he lung ot 
France. Henry 11 . who alFlted the Corficar.s at that time, 
in order to become their malter jlerhaps, w'as killed in 
a tournament. 

The Ornanos having now no longer t.hc dangerous 
fupport of France, foiicitcd a iiill more dangerous one, 
thit i>{ the Tut ks. But ' ;.e Porte fcorned to. interfe^ 
in the quarrels of two iniignihcant nations ng u- 
ing for a parcel of i'?>cks on the coaft of 
Coijicans remained under the domimcn ot the Gen-e c*. 
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and the more thefe J danders attempted to fhake off .tho 
yoke, the heavier it was rendered by Genoa. 

The Corlicans were^a long time governed by a law 
which refembled the law Veimique^ or Wcftphalian, of 
Charlemagne; a law by whi«h' the Judge Delegate of 
the Ifle condemned to death or the gallies upon a pri- 
vate information, without trying the accufed, or even 
inferting the lead manner of formality in his judgment. 
The fentence was entered in thefe terms in a private re- 
cord : “ Being informed in my confcicnce that fuch 

“ and fuch are guilty, I condemn them to death.” 
There was no more formality in the execution than 
tn the fentence. 

It is inconceivable that Charlemagne fbould have 
edabliflied fuch a procel's, winch fubfided five hun- 
dred years in Wcllphalia, and was afterwaius imitated 
in Corfica. I'hefe lilanders were continually afralTinar- 
ing one another, and their Judges Jiad the furvivors af- 
falfinated in their turn, upon the information of their 
confciences. Tljis, on both Tides, was the utmod de- 
gree of barbarifm. The CotTicans reetjuired civilization, 
and they crufhed them ; they were to be mollified, and 
they were rendered more intraelablc. 

A favage and indomiuable enmity was rooted between 
them and their mafters, and became a lecond nature. 
There were twelve infurrei^tions, which the Corficans call- 
ed efforts for liberty, and the Genoefe termed crimes 
of high treafon. Since the year 1725 there liad been no- 
thing but fedirions, puniflimcnts, infurrediens, depreda- 
tions, and mafidcres ol^Corfican citizens alfaHinatcd by 
thiir fellow-citizens. 

Can it be credited, tfiat in a petition Tent to the King 
of France by the chjet Coifuansin 1738, it fliduld be 
affirmed, that there had been twenty fix thoufand afiafi 
finations during the government of the fixteen lafl Ge- 
noefe Deputies, and feveiiteen hundred within the lafl 
two years ? The petitioners added, that the Deputies 

Genoa' connived at thefe crimes, in order to cnrtch 
thcmfclvcs by fines and cenfilcatiojis. 
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This accufatlon feems to be exaggerated •, but the re- 
fult is ihat the adminillration was bad, and the people 
jVill worfe, Corfica coft the Sefiate of Genoa much 
n)ore treafure and embarraffinent than it was worch ■, and 
it might v/ell be laid of Aat people what Louis XI. 
laid of Genoa ,itfelf, when fhe offered herfelf to him, 
ril make a prefent of her to the Devil.” 

From the year 1729 it was open war, as between 
two rival and irreconcileable nations. Genoa implored 
the fuccour of the Emperor Charles VI. in quality of a 
Lord Paramount who ought to proted his vaffals. To 
this reafon (he added a certain fum, and the Emperor 
fupplied her with troops. A Prince of the Houle of 
Wirternberg, a brave officer and a man of liberality, 
obliged the Corfjeans to lay down their arms, and ne- 
o-ociated an accommodation between them and the Ge- 
noefe in 1732; but it was only a truce loon broken 
by the animofity ot both parties, ^ 

The Corficans began to have fome very intelligent 
Chiefs, fuch as always arife in the courfe of civil wars •, a 
Giafferi, a Jacintho Faoli, a Rivabra, and above a 
a Canon named Orticoni, who tor fome time poff'- 
the principal innuence. But theie 
able to elfabliffi a regular govc1*nmenc in the place ot 
'that tumuituous anarchy which delolated and depopu- 

‘''xhe Corfei among whom aifaffination was at that 

tlieir beads. 1 he Chiefs in 1'3j ^ Corfica to 

alfembly.-in which Council the^ ."cept of 

the Virgin Mary, who did not andpro- 

^lns Sovereignty. vvhoever tliould 

claimed the penalty oi ,vith Genoa. 

propolc the declared Generals. 

Jacintho Paoli and uumcii , rhcmfclves undei 

The Cothcans hah ka.ccly fUerf 
the ttuclage of the Virjn, vaen ao adKMore, 

' i 
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Germany came to make himfcif King of Corfica 'with- 
out ever coniulting her. He was a poor Baron of Weft, 
phalia, named Theodore de Neuhoff, brother to a lady 
who had .an cftablilhmcnt in France at the Court of 
the Duchefs of Orleans. * 

This perfon having travelled into Spain, and having 
there made fome acquaintance with an Envoy from 
Tunis, puffed over into Africa, and perfuaded the B(7 
that he could put him in poffeffion ot Corfica, it the 
Bey would only fupply him with a (loop ot war mount- 
ing fix cannon, four thoufand mulkeis, a thouland fe^ 
quins, and fome provifions. 

The Regency of Tunis were weak enough to provide 
him with what he afked. He arrived at Leghorn in 
a Ihip which hoifted falfe Englifli colours, fold the 
veffel, and wrote from thence to the Chiefs of the Cor- 
ficans, that if they would elcd him for their King, he 
would engage to drive the Genoefe out of the Ifland 
with the fuccours of the principal Powers of Europe 
which he had fecured. 

There muff certainly be times when the heads ot moll; 
men become giddy. His propofition was accepted. 
The Baron I'hcodore landed the 15th ot March, 173^) 
at the port ol Aleria; clothed like a Turk, and his 
head covered with a turban. He began by proclaiming 
that lic had arrived with immenfe tre.tlures, and by way 
of proof diliribufed among the people fifty fcipii ns in 
brafscoin. The mufkets and the powder which he dil- 
tribuced were certificates of his power. He gave the 
natives fh jcs made of good leather •, a magnificciKC 
unkn^^wn in Corfica. He biibed couriers who ufeci 
to come to him from Leghorn in pa ket-boats, and 
bring him forged difpaiches Irom fcvcral Powers ot Eu- 
rope and Atrica. He paffed among that people t.^!^ 
one of the greateft Princes of the earth : he was eh Lffcd 
King,caufl trDrafs money to be coined in his nan.e, had a 
Coirc ejlablifiied, and Secretaries of State ap^omtrd 
'nim. And vvijat railed his reputation and power ftiH 
moie was, that the Sertate of Genoa had let a price 
upon his head. But in about eight months the principal 

Curlicans 



THB AGE OF LOUIS XV. 

Corficans having found out who he was, and the fmali 
lum he was mafter of being exhaufted, he departed, 
as he pretended, co go quell of more eRedfual fuc* 
^urs. 

Being a fifgitive in Amflerdam, one of his creditors 
had hini ai relied •, but this difgrace did not difeoUrao^ 
him ; he made new dupes, even in gaol. Lie relembled 
in this particular a Marquis d’Ammi de Conventiglio, 
who about the lame time vi fired all the Court% making 
gold for the Princes and Nobles who had occafion for 
it, and was himielf thrown into prifon in all the capitals 
of Europe. 

In the mean time, the Genoefe folicited in 1737 the 
good offices of France. Cardinal Fleury, who had 
pacified the troubles of Geneva, undertook alfo to be 
the arbitrator the peace between Genoa and Corfica,. 
He difpacched Count de Boiffieux, nephew to Marlhal 
Villars, with Ionic troops and ariic'es or accommodation, 
k was at this crilis that the niJconcents lent to the 
King the (up plication I liavc before nuiuion-d, 
in which ii'.ey compLiine J of the leventeen hundred aflaf- 
fcnaiions that had been peryetrated in their lllind 
wiiliin the lul tv/o years*, whuh, however, was no fort 
of apology on the r dde or the quAlion. 

Tin. petition aus further h*condev1 by a natural wild 
fort of eh quence fupenor to all the arts of oratory, 
and by fen nr.ents of liberty, fo tittle known in Courts 
If your fov. reign commands,” faid they, “ flionld 
oblige u-'. to liibmit ourfelves to Genoa, let us firil 
drink the health of the Mod Chrillian Kihg, #fid thui 
‘‘ die.i’ 

A pi m was drawn up at VerfaiTles, in the name of the 
TEmpeior and of the King of trance, which was figned 
by the M miller of the King, and by Prince Lichten- 
ftein, Ambaffiidor from the^ Emperor. The 
it^^peared to be equitable. They utterly abolilhedjjic 
right that the Judges Delegates had ailumed to them- 
felvcs of condemning to the gallows or the galLes, on 
the foie tellimony of their own coniciences*, but at the 

fame time they framed an article to difarm aft the in- 
' habitants 
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fiabitants of Corfica. »They would by no means fubnV? 
to be difarmed, and refolved to die rather than drink to 
the healfh of the Moft Chrjftian King.’’ 

King Theodore lUri promifed them fiom his prifon in 
Amfterdam, that he would go and deliver them lliortly 
from the yoke of Genoa and the arbitration of France, 
In fine, he had the art to impofe upon the Jews and fo- 
reign merchants fettled at Amfterdam, as he had before 
deceived both Tunis and Corfica •, he prevailed on them 
not only to difchargc his debt, but alfo to freight a vef- 
fcl with arms, powder, ammunition, and provifions, 
with a confiderable cargo of merchandife ; perfuading 
them that they (lioukl be put into poirefiion of the exclu - 
five commerce of the whole Ifland, which he reprclenred 
to be a trade of immenfe profit, 

d'htir avarice made dupes of them, but Theodore 
was as great a fool as they were : he imagined to hinilelr, 
that on landing in Corfica with arms, and appe.iiing to 
have brought money with him, the whole llland would 
immediaiely lefort to his {landard, in Ipitc of both 
French and Genoefe. He was not fufiered to difembark ; 
he took flicker in Leghorn, and his Dutch creditors weie 
ruined. 

He fed foon after to Fngland, and was thrown into 
gaol in London for his debts, as he iiad been impriloned 
befoK* at Amfterdam. There he remained till the begin- 
ni.ngof the vear 1756^' when Mr. W'alpole had the gc- 
ncrofity to icr a fublcription on foot ror his relief, by 
the means of wdiich he compountlcd with his creditors, 
and tekafed’thi.s mock Monarch from a gaol, who died 
miferably on the 2d of , December in the fame yeain It was 
engraven on his icmfiftone. “ "Hiat fortune had given 
him a King !o n, and refufed him bread 

* Mr. Voltalje Im'; told this pnitof the ftory imperfc^lly. When 
tills fingular, man 'Ai.s in prifon here, de profundis clumavtt ’y buc Qjdy 
Ml. Walpole lip.ird him. He knew him not ; but his benevolence 
being moved uiih the e\traordir?.i!y eircuinilanccs of fo cxuaord.nary 
a eharacler, lie publillied a paper. No. 8 in The World (a popular 
wojk then carrying on alter liie manner of The Special nr) in whicli 
with a great deal oi Vv!t_, humoui, twid conipaflion, he recommended 

In 
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In the interval while Theodore was making his fe- 
:ond attempt oF reigning in Corfica, and when he had 
tried in vain to land in th|; Ifland, the Iflanders made it 
fufficiently appear that they needed not his alTiftance 
to defend thimfelves. They had promifed BoifiTieux to 
carry him their arms ; they carried them indeed the 12th 
of December but it was to furprife a poll of 

tour hundred Trench, who were not able to refill them. 
Boi nk'Ux came to their affiftance •, be was repulfed, and 
driven back with muikets at tlieir breads even into 
Ikiftia, Tlie Corficans called this day the Corfican 
Vd'pciSi cho’ it was but a feeble imitation of the Sici- 
lian Velpers. ’ 

Soon aru-r a fleet was equipped, on board which l.iiue 
new battalions were embarked, which Cardinal Fleiii y 
fenc out in order to pacify the Corlicans by the means 
of arms. This fleet was difperdd by a horrible tem- 


tl c riuuuien totheccnruleratian and munificence o the 

,,„l,l,c ami at the lame time aueHeJ a fnbrcrijnmn to be opened tor 
l ic at Mr. Oodlley’s. booltleiler, in ^ 

When wit and ucnius are cinpio) td in .’m: almcs o uimanity, i 
■.nlpiration mu.t come f.om .abrvo. IV c-dlctlion amouated 1) o 
Cttv pnn nds Vitat portion of that iuni ne geiK-rous prumoUr oi it 

v,!;,!fe: 7 fopidieJ. i. lb knotva. 'Fhe regilt.) of diantabie deeds lo 

'"Th'r.rfince^asby no means luffieient to pnrehaf.- any compoll- 

tid'oTc, .. M, wra;; sr':;- 

p„rt him in If- e'e- t.nemeiit till ae wa. rC.-alccl d) a , 

Inlrrlvoncv, loon aticr p.ai.i d- Dodllcy to reniiire 

As foon as he w.as let at l.beity, X;. ..j, 

him to open his mbit ipnon v Ini tiu- 77^ : this, 

he did not L lavinn .l.ncd to rleba.e 

his Majcljy thre.iiened to ptol'.u.c h h,s 

his royal name, by enioloying u m lo mc«n a 

authority, and died the day aj^-.r. ippriptini on hm m bt. 

- • Mr. VV.alpole buned, and be. owed ' 

Anne’s So.io. “ U iiiey alk ot r evs 

Mr W.:lpo!e furplwd both, and m-t- um 
follcnvivi; cpibipl:- , 

The and Kings. 

“ licruC' and bvggsjb, , 

« IJut Tiuodore mis leliou icarnt eic rkaJ^. 

F.t c pour’d -t. ledure ’'XlXlmn li.-cad.” 

« bellowed .1 Iv.njJoni, ana uc.u.J 
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pcfl: ; two of the ycflels were wrecked upon the coifl*, 
four hundred fold iers With their officers fell into the 
hands of tKofc they came to conquer, and were firip- 
ped quite naked. Xhe mortffication that Boiffieux was 
fenfible of from fo many difgraces, hafteijcd that death 
with which his weakly conftitution had threatened him 
a long time before. There fcarcely ever was a more 
unfortunate expedition. 

At length, the Marquis of Maillebois, an officer of 
great reputation, and who was foon after made a Mar- 
llial of France, was fent thither. This perfon, accuf- 
tomed to prompt cxpeditk)ns, conquered the Corficans 
in three weeks, in the year 17^. 

He began now to cftabliffi in the Idand a fort of 
police which had not been known there before, when 
the fatal war 0# 1740 defolatcd the half of Europe. Car- 
dinal Fieury, who engaged in it againlt his will, and 
whofe charader it was to condud great enterpiizes by 
little ways, inu'oduced his ufual ceconomy into this im- 
portant war. He withdrew all the forces from Cor- 
fica. Genoa, fo far from being able to keep the I (land in 
fubjedion, was herfclf overpowered by the Au(bian% 
reduced to a condition ‘of flavery, and was moi c un- 
happy than Corfica, becaule fhe fell from a greater 
height. 

While Europe was defolated on account of the fuc- 
cedion of the Eftates jpf the Houle of Aullria, and for fj 
many different interefls which were relative to the prin- 
cipal concern, tlic Co^^lcans Frengthened thcmfelves in 
the Iqyc of liberty ap.d their hatred to their former 
mailers. Gjnoa always kept poffeQion of Baftia, the 
capital of the Iflandi’ and a few other places; (he Cor* 
ficans held all the reft. They enjoyed their liberty, or 
rather their licentioufncfs, under the command of GiaF- 
feri, eleded their General ; a perfon famous for an intre- 
pid valo.ur, and alfo for the virtues of a good cjtizen. 
He was affaffinatcd in 1753. The Senate of Genoa was 
acculed of this ad, who*' probably had no lliarc in tlic 
murder. 


Difeord 
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Difcord rfow divided, the Corficans. The enmities 
between the families terminaitd ever in aiTafiinations; 
but they ftill reunited againft the Genoefe, their private 
animofities giving way the general enmily. The Cor- 
iicans needed more than ever fome Chief who mi^ht be 
capable of ^irefting cheir fury, and of rendering it fer- 
viccable to the public good. 

The old J icintho Paoli, who had commanded them 
formerly, and who was then retired to Naples, lent 
them his Ion Palchal Paoli in 1755. As foon as he 
arrived, he was acknowledged for Commandant-General 
of the ’whole Ifland, though he was only twenty-nine 
years of arye. He did not pretend to the title of King, 
like Theodore, but he was io in effecl; in many parti- 
culars, as placing himfelf at the head of a Democratic 

Government. . . ^,11.. 

Wh \tcver has been faid of him, it is not pofTible hut 

that tins Chief muft have poffeffed great qualities. To 
cltablilha regular Government over a Nation tint was 
averle to it •, to combine under the fame laws a divided 
and untiifeiplined people to form at once regu.ar 
troops, and inllitute a of Univerf.ty w ic 
nable of Ibfccning their manners ; to tftabh.a tribun,i.s 
S tiftke, to rcft?ain the fury of faffinanon ,ana ^r- 
der! to civili-ae barbarifm, to render Jetoved^ 

:it."f«rta,tfairbri« , bu. IK did 

to acquire renown. each othefengaged 

Two Powers very dumrent ea 5 o 

Che contelt bctw.cn ^ C-k-fT,,. The 

.the Court ot Rome, and the o p ereivnty of that 
Popes had formerly P^otendf 
IQand, and they aie not ap o 
Cprlican B.lhops ^ having qmttcd *cir 

Senate, and three ot ® ' \rjp^gr.Gcneral, vh.cn 
comury, tbe I’op-' fc”' S* of ■!» S'd 

mud, olomitJ >bj J™;; Jj'ioold Hb idvionje ol 
nators were afraid lelt Nome .ump 

Yol. HI- 


U 
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tiiefe troubles to revive her ancient prQtenfions to a 
country wliicli Genoa ^couKf no longer preferve ; but 
this apprehenfjon was as vain as the efforfs of Genoa to 
ibbjugate Corfica. 

The Pope who fen^this ViTitor was the fame Pezzo- 
nico who fince exclaimed fb indilcreetly againfl the 
Duke of Parma. PTc was not a man to conquer king- 
doms. The Senate of Genoa ordered that the Vifitor 
Ihould not be fufFered to land in Corfica. Pie arrived 
there, notwitliftanding, in the fpring of 1760. General 
Paoli addrciled himfclf to him, to try to gain him over 
as a ProtcFfor. He ordered the decree of the Senate to 
be burned under the gallows *, but he remained ftill the 
mafter. The Vifitor could only give his benediclions, 
and make ecclefiailical regulations for the priefls, who 
po<Teifed nothing but the name, and who lometimes 
Hied to go from mafs and affadinate their brethren. 

The rvlinilir) of France, more active and more power- 
ful than that of Rome, were lolicited again to alFft Ge- 
noa with its good odicc':. At length the Court of 
France fent feven battalions to Corfica in the year 1764, 
but not to a6l oflcnfively. Thefe troops were only 
charged to guard the places which the Genoefe were 
yet in pofiWlion of. They came only as mediators. It 
was faid that they {liouid remain there, and in [lart at 
the expence of the Senate, for their provifions. 

I’lie Senate hoped that France having taken upon 
Iv.r the change of g’arrifoning their forts, it might be 
able Vy'iih its ow:; forces to regain the reft of the I Hand. 
Rut it was mill.. ken. Paoli had both difciplined his 
troojcgvairi redoubled in the people the love of liberty. 
Me had a bi6ther who had the charader of a brave fol- 
dicr, and who often difcomfited the mercenaiies of Ge- 
noa. 'I'his Republic loft in the fpace of four ycafs 
Its troops and its money, while Paoli augmented daily 
both his forces and his reputation. Europe regarded 
Inm as tlie legillator and the avenger of his countiy.i* 

'file f(;iir }cars ftation of the French in Corfica being 
expired, ilic Senate of Genoa began to find that it had 

wafted 
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wafted itfclfMn vain in a ruinous enterprize, and that 
jt was in'ipra'^.tii-ablo to luo iue the Corlicans. 

H then lurrcndcrcd all iti riVius in Corfica to the 
Crown ol h ranee, and^the t-eaiy was hgned in the 
month o( July, at Co rpeigne* B/ this treaty the 
K.in (loin ol * Cornea was ri t .ihlolutely tiwnsierrcd over 
to t!i: ranee, out only mortgaged to him, 

with a lelervation ot the equity of redemption to tk 
Kepulv e, on rcimburfing him the immenle expences 
he lead been at in favour or the laid Republic. 

'L'his was in elTeft to make over Corhea lo'- ever, for 


it . not probable ih, r the Genoefe would ever be 
able to :edee:n die Kingdom ^ and it was ftill lefs pro- 
bable, that b' c!:ey ihduld repurchale it, they would be 
ab.e to prcicive it againft a Nation which had entered 
into a lf)leinn oath to perilh rather than live under the 
yoke of Genoi. 

So tiiat in lurrorC ring the empty and latal fovc- 
rcignty of a coiini ' i r wis a heavy charge upon its 
hands, (huV' i made n ( lie^t a good bargain •, and the 
King of Frauce made a better, beeaiile ne was p->\ve:'- 
fill enough t'> maintain his domination in Cuidiea, to 
civilile, to people, and enrich ir, by making ag^icul- 
tnre and conimeree llounni there. Bdides, there might 
come a time, wlicn the poflellion of Corfica wotud oc 
of maLcrial ml vantage in the intereits that might in tu- 


tu le be coin Ited in Iiaiy. 1 , . , 

Tiie quell 'on here is, whether any fett ol men have a 
right CO fell other men? But. this is a ieiuple that 13 
never inveltigared in any treary, . . 

Thev began by ncgociating with (General t ; 
hadtd deai with the 

he knew that the foul ot tms Mi n liter ^ 

above his birth, t;iat he ^ ro cC- 
Kuropc, that he condu.to, -gVg 

bler.^ls in all his private -as, ‘''g Vv h ,,ii«h8 

King his MalUr. I'aoli nr.*;at certainly h- j 

both honours and ‘"'bCh.a' bdo:c his 

With the liberty ot iiii> eounu}. % . 

1 1 2 ^ 
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eyes the judgment of Natk>ns ; and whatever was Fik 
dcfign, he would not lldl his own. Indeed, if he had been 
lb inclined, it was not in his power. The Corficans 
had been inipired ^ith too» great an enthufiafm for 
liberty, and he had himfelf augmented^ in them this 
palTion fo natural to man, become now not only a fa- 
cred duty, but a fort of rage. If he had attempted 
only to have moderated its excefs, he had rilked both 
his life and his glory. 

This glory was not in him a military one : he was 
more of a legiflator than a foldier ^ his courage lay in 
his mind, and he directed all the operations of the war. 
In fine, he had the honour of refilling the King of France 
for almoft a year. No foreign i^ower alTilled him. Some 
Englilh only, enamoured of that liberty of which he was 
the champion, and was likely to become the vidim, 
fupplied him with Ibme money and arms ; for the Cor- 
ficans were but ill provided with the latter : they had 
no mufkets armed with bayonets j and even when they 
received them from/London, the greater part of the Cor- 
ficans knew not how to manage them ; they therefore 
preferred their common mufleets and hangers : their 
prip.cipal arms was theif courage. This courage was fo 
great, that in one of their battles near a river named 
Gaulo, they made a rampart of their dead, to gain time 
to charge behind it, before they were to make a nccef- 
fary retreat j and evftn the wounded were thrown into 
the heap to complete the pile. Valour is found every 
where, but fuch adionsas this are never feen except among 
a free jieople- But in fpitc of all their courage, they 
were ovcrcorpe at lad. The Count de Vaux, leconded 
by the Marquis de Marboeuf, i’ubdued the whole I Hand 
in lefs time than Marfhal Maillebois had conquered k 
before. 

The Duke de Choifeul, who direfted all this enterprize, 
had the ^lory to give the King his Mailer a 
vtnre t!uit might eafily, if well cultivated, lupport two 
iuindred thoufand men, furnifii brave foldicrs, and in 
a Ihurt time cllablilh a very beneficial commerce, 

, h 
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It may obferv^d, that if France gained under 
Louis XIV . Alface, Franche Corrie and part of Flan- 
ders ; it was augmented under Louis XV. with Lor- 
raine and Corfica, 


CHAP. XLL 
Of the Laws, 

M e N S* underftandings were more enlightened in 
the Age ot Louis XIV. and the following one, 
tijan in all the ages beftre. It has been already feen 
how the Arts and Letters were perfected *, the nation 
opened its eyes upon the Laws, an article hitherto neg- 
lected. Louis XIV. had fignalized his reign by a code 
which was wanting in France ^ but this code related 
rather to the uniformity of the procedure, than the 
inveftigation of the laws, which ought to be common to 
all the provinces, uniform, invariable, and without any 
thing arbitrary. The criminal jurifprudence appeared, 
above all, to retain fomewhat cvf the ancient barbarity. 
It was directed rather towards detecting the guilty, than 
detending the innocent, ’l is an immortal honour to 
the Prefident De Lamoignon to have lb often oppofed^ 
himfelf, in the execution of fentences, to the cruelty of 
the proceedings ; but his voice, wuich was that of huma- 
n ty, was ftiried by the voice of, PufTort and the other 
Lommiiiioners, v\ho were all torjigour. 

Pcrluns the belt acquainted with thefe latter ages, 
have been fenfible of the neceffitp^of fofterting our laws, 
as we have at length foftened our manners. It mult c 
acknowledged, that in our manners there was as muc.i 
ferocity, as of lightnefs and ignorance in our minds 
’till ihc happy days of Lo-ais XIV. To be convinced 
of'this fad we need only 

of Aiiiniftin dc Thou and of Marlhal Manllac ; upoi 
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Burgundy. 
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the nlTlifTirinticjn of the d’Ancrt; upon his 

widow condemned to thtt flaiiics ; upon above a Icorc of 
aflaflinations, eii’ncr pu:T olccl or attempted ngainft 
ilenry IV. ^-aiid upuii tlic iiiuii’ci of that cxcclleiic 

The times preceding theic wl e full more fnocking: 
we may rile tiom the horrors of the civil wars, And of 
Sr. Bartholomew, up to the calamities bf the age of 
Francis I. ; and from tlv ncc , as hic>h as Clovis, all is 
favage. 1 he other nations wcie nor any thing inoie 
humane, but there never were a pcojdie more infamous 
for arfifunations and oilier greaC crimes than the 
French, runiflimcius wf re lor along time red; emed 
at Hated prices * but altervvan!.^ the laws became as 
atrocious as the m mners oi tirepiopie. 

And what made tliefe hartllbij.s more feverc was, that 
the methods of p’oce.d . , were i In -oil all taken from the 
ccckfiallical jurilprudenct . '1 liis may he judged of from 
thecriminal p: ocels ol theKni. ,hts d'emplars, who, to the 
H'.ame of the count! y, as weii as of leaion rnei c quir\', 
received all their initrucfions from priells noirunaied i)y 
a Pope. Men having been fo long g^v med l.kc* wild 
bcafts, except, perhaps, ? few ycais un cr S.. i ouis, 
under Louis XU. and under ileiiry i V. the more their 
minds became civilized, the more they held in horror 
that barbarity, of which even Hill there remain fo many 
traces. 

Tlie I'crture, which no fubjed of citlier CJreece or 
Rome had ever underg^ane, appeared to Lompaflionate 
and conlulcruie Civilians a })unifnment woiie than 
death, and vHuch cught to be icicrved lor the Chatels 
and the Ravailfacs, ot v^hom a whole Kingdom is inieref- 
ted in the dilcovery of their accomplRcs. it had. beenabo- 
lilhed^ in England and in part of Germany ; it has lately 
been prt.'fcribed in an E'.mgnre of two thoulaiui leagues 
extent; and if there are not more grcat crimes committed 

* Thcfc 'Tables ioiTOrcs fo madi for murck.r, fo much for gariicidc, 
fo mucli 1 (ji ci.u.cs loo to name, piclent us with a l.al view 

cf Aair.aa natiirc. H ra.iju'.iur, 

in 
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in that county than there are anr)’ip; us, it is a proof 
that the torture is as niiicia to n-. cir.o' <] as the vices 
it was meant to prevent, and wlncli it c.iiainlv does 
notrellrain. ^ 

Their minds iTvolted alfo ac-aifth confifcations. I'hey 
held it to be^unjult to pundh ti.e clnhiren tor the tnulis 
of their parents. ’Tis a maxim leteived at the bar, 
“ Who confifeates the body, conhicates tl^e poods f* 
a maxim in force in the countries where cuilcni holds 
the place of law. So, for example, they tiicre fulifr 
clfiidren to die tor want oi bread, whoic laiheis have 
voluntarily dedfoyed themfelves, tqually with thofe ot 
murderers •, and thus an entire tainily is piinilhcd in 
every caic for the taui*t oi one man. 

So that \\hen the father of a family had been con- 
demned to the palleys tor Ine by an arbitia y len- 
ience whether lor having Itaihoured a picac iei, 01 
for havin'^ lidened to his fermoii in a cave or cciart, the 
wife and Jtildren were reduced to bi come beggars lor 


their bread. mi’ t 

That kind of jurifprudcnce wlncn conniled in toj- 
bing orphaics of their lullenance, and giving to one imm 
the property of another, wa'i unknown dtirinp the whole 
• ’ ’ Roman Common wealth. Sylla intro- 


period a tne nomau v.. ....... 

(luced it indeed in his prolenptions ; hut 11 mult be 

conlUrO, that a rapii.e invc.itO oy g'* ; 'gP'p 

«I. ch famcii » bn diJaKn!»'!» f » 
and avarice, was not fo!lowe.d g'- „ y 
pood Emperor Trajan, or P '‘g 

whole names all nations Ihll pronounce ’Mtl^Klpfy 
elk'em. In fine, under Jullmjan T, ' ' 

priated loiely to the '• ,, (h,* 

Princes and <1'^ rln- 

pon meii.ods ot at'by-yyy contrived ip' raiie 

jitdemnaucns or tncii iubjcv. , 

Ciiraunll i' t.Ui} , :uh 1 icuicl ny nnu. 
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an income out of crimes. The laws among them being 
arbitrary, and the Komanjurifprudcnce unknown, crutl 
or capricious cuftonis prevailed, But now that the 
power of Sovereigns is founded upon immenfe and cer^ 
tain opulence, their treafuries fta'nd not in need of being 
fupplied by the trifling fpoils of an unhappy fafmily. They 
are generally bellowed on thefirfl: who applies for them, 
But does it become a Citizen to enrich himfclf with the 
remains of another Citizen ? 

Conflfcation is not admitted in thofe countries where 
the Roman Law is eftabliflied, except in the jurifdi^lion 
of the Parliament of Touloufe. Neither is it ufed in 
fome Cuftomary Provinces as in the Bourbonnois, 
Berry, Maine, Poitou, and Brittany, where at leall 
it fpares the landed cflatc. It was formerly efta- 
blilhed at Calais, but theEnglifli aboliflied it when they 
were palters of the place. It is very extraordinary that 
the inhai)itants of a Capital fhould fubmit to a law more 
ievere than thofe that are of force in fmallcr towns. So 
true it is, that jurifprudence has been frccjiicntly elta-- 
blilhed by chance, without regularity, witliout unifor- 
mity, as cottages are built in villages. 

Who could believe, that in the year 1^73, in the moll 
glorious age of France, the Advocatc-Ocneral Omcr 
Talon lltould have exprelTed himfclf thus in lull Parlia- 
ment, on the calc of a Mademoifelle de Canillac f ? 

‘‘ In the thirtceuch chapter ol Deuteronomy, (iod 
‘‘ faid. If thou fliouidll find thvlllf in a city or In a 
place where idolatry prev^aiF, put all to the edge ot 
the fword, without exception of age, of hx, or or con- 
^^dition. Gathtr together in the pui)lic phucs all the 
fpoils of the city, and ljurn both the fpoils and the 
city entirely, lo that theVe remain nothing but a heap 
“ of cinders of this place (.t abomination. In fine, 
make a iacrifice.of it to tlie Loici, and retain nothing 
‘‘ in thy hands of the goods of this anathema J . 

» CounfMCs povnnee! by ufr.gc, by^thc Cfllunicn Law, aiul not Ly 
/latutcs. 

■\ journal ofth« Crurts Vol. I. 

[ AcwulVd or^Ucviud Uarf;. I\a>r^a:ci 
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- IfSJ" the King is matter 

or the goods, and the childitn are deprived of them 

c! f ° againft Naboth hemtfc 

.. King Ahab pofl'efl'c'd 

himielr of his inheritance, David haviiK>‘ been in 
■“ formed that Mephiboflieth was engaged liuhe rebeC 
» hon, gave all his pofleffions to Ziba, who gave him 
“ the intelligence. ‘ nhit be all that belonged to Ma- 
' phiboflieth.” 

The quedion was to know who fhould inherit the 
affets of Mademoifelle dc Canillacj eliccls which had 
been before decreed to confifcation in the poirdhon of 
her father, granted by^ the King to the Keeper of the 
Royal Treafury, and reftored afterwards by the Keeper 
to the dVilatrix, And it was upon this procels of a 
girl of Auvergne, that an Advocate-General referred the 
caie to Ahab, King of a part of Paledine, who conjfif- 
cated the vineyard of Naboth, after having ajiaiTinated 
the proprietor with the poigaard of the law an adioii 
fo abominable, that it has palfcd into a proverb, to in- 
fpire mankind with a horror againlt ufuipation. d'hc 
murder and the confifcation ot the goods of Mephibo- 
llieth, grancilbn of the Jewifh petty King Saul, and fon 
to Jonathan, the fiiend and proteiflor of David, had 
not much affinity with the teftament of this young 
woman *, 

It was with fuch pedantry, v^ith fiich a madnefs for 
quotations foreign to theiubje6l, with Inch an ignorance 
of the principles of human natui»e. with fuch prejudice.s 
wrongly conceived and as ill applied, that ]yril[ai inlence 
has been treated by men who have borne fome reputation 
in tlie" profellion. We fnall le.*f^e to the readers to 
think wluit it is unnecclfary to relithem. 

If, in f uture times, laws more humane^ ffiould loftcn 
ip Trance lome iifages too rigorous, without however 


M. Vokahe feems to icjoice in every opportunity of fnrwinf his 
virulence againlt the Scriptures. He here 
the Kmpirc of Saul, and wiih icprooau.u oi tm. ad ufD.vid. 
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giving a greater latitude to crimes ; it is 'to be hoped 
that they will allb relorrtJi the proredure in thole arti- 
cles where the Digeilcrs of the Codes appear to have 
been prompted by too ,,leverc ozx'il. Should not the 
criminal laws be as favourable to the innoc,cmt as for- 
midable to the guilty ? In England, a fimple imprilon- 
mentilbgally inflided, is repaired by the Minider who 
has comprlied it. But in France, the innocent perfon 
who has been plunged into a dungc^eng and who has 
fullained the rack, has no manner or confolation to hope 
for, no damages to recover apainll: any one, when it is 
the public Nlinider who has proleeured liirn. He re- 
mains for ever branded in loriay.^ The innocent brand- 
ed ^ And why beeaule his bones are broken ! He 
ought rather to excite pitv and refpeet, 

fe.'Utinv into crimes jcquires' rigour *, ’tis a civil 
war waged iw human jullice a. andi vice *, but there is 
a geneiofity and a co!Uj)alTHm even in war. i he iolJier 
is rnercifui *, n^cd the lawyer be cruel ? 

Let us here('nly compare in a few p'oints the criminal 
procefs of tlie Komans with that of the brench, 

Among the former, the witnefles were juiblickly 
heard in the prei'enee ot 'the aceuied, wiio nught an- 
Iwer them, examific them himlell, or employ an Advo- 
cate to do It. Such a procedure was frank and noble, 
and breathed tlie magnaidmous ipirit of the Romans. 

Among us, every tldng is carried on clandcllinely. 
A fingle Judge, with his clerk, receives the dej.oiitions 
of each wicnefs feparati^ly. This pradice, which was 
firft eftablifl’ied by Francis I. was afterwards authorized 
by the ComroifTioners who digeiied tix Oroindnee ot 
l.ouis XIV. in i6;0;' This was owing foledy to a 
midake. 

1 [ley took into their heads in reading the Code dr 
T'eJIilus, that thefe words, /rjks intrarejuJirn Jcaelurii \ 
fioQified that the wdtnefies fhould be ex.immed in b'cr(;i. 
iStMjecretum here fignifies tl,ie Judge’s chamber. Inlrcre 
Jccreium^ meant ior Ipeaking in pfivaie, is nut Latin. 
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It was ih'/i. r*('rca iolccifiij ’.viiich clKbiiO.cci tlvs part of 
our iur:jf)nvK:nCv:^. Sor.j C ivMi-.n- , uuiccci, ulT'irn-) that 
Contumacy ou^^lu noi lo bo p‘"niihcd, ifiho crime is 
not clearly proved. Ibat^Abcr Civilians, lois cnlipi.toncd, 
cuni perlui;)s more f(jllowcd, hoVi a comr.iry opinion ^ 
having the conlcience to pronounce, that the ilight of a 
perion accufed was a proof n\ his crime •, and that the 
contempt he Ihewed lor julhcc, in lefuiing to appear, 
dderved the fame chailiiement as i’- he had been proved 
guilty : lb tliar, accoiding to the Iccl oi Civilians which 
tiie judtie in^ lines to, an innocent perion may be eilhcr 
fentonced or ablblved. 

d here is yet fomething rnen'e in this matter, .the 
inferior officer of aCourtolten leads an ignorant villagu' 
into having what he has a mind he. ihould : he makes 
him depofe according to the ideas he has hlmielt con- 
ceived- and dieuires his anfvvcrs, wiihvut tne vvunels 


lacing ienii ole or it. I h.i\e known more than one exam- 
pie or' this. If on the confrontation the evidence Ihould 
conujuid .M'.y cf ih' tcit'.nior.y, he is puinlhal; 
jo liiat lie IS '-‘Oi'g'-d CO “bear talic witneis agamil Ins 
“ n. iwlihoiir,” fur fear of iulllTiiig the penalty ot per- 
ittry " ar.Ji v,e Itave fan ir.flaccnt periiais condcnined, 
heatofe v.eJ: ami timid onntfiVs could not at hrlt 
explain themfaves, nor afterwaids dare to ictrac thur 

blunder. he French c, CpuTnfhd 

continually f,r the accufed. U "of 
the Chancellor Boucherat had been the cncm.es ot 


"''"iV ''heft a a, -eat abufc in the Fn.nch iurifpru- 

den‘hth.tt thehsm.es, an 1 the er,ors 

el o.tes, 0. uu:omn,tir.o.ral "'gj ‘g.hh tly 

their ow.i courments on the laws, h.iv. Lctn 1 J 

taken for the lav. s 'p abr.ndoned to 

The l..e ot man ten who 

oipTCC. S', tn !t 'y’h.,,,. kr’ m-.rth, ou,ltt the 'ocher 
arc not ior pa.t.ng 


* X’lic nen- 
TrunJUitor. 


•'larancci vr 


ihntence or ueath, ou.oU wc o.hct 
ch,f,l I0|':v.w;,vf -'pofan acculfd. 

twenty 
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twenty to over-rule them ? It plain that the crime 
has not been fufficiently proved, or that it did notdeferve 
ib capit^al an irifiidlion, if one-third of any number of 
rational men lliall declare againlb fuch feverity. Some 
voices more Ihould not fuffice to put a fubjed,to a cruel 
death. In general it mull be confefled, that we too of- 
ten flay our feilow-citizens with the fword of juitice. 
When Judges condemn an innocent perfon, ’tis but a 
legal aflafTination, and of the moft horrible kind. ' When 
they punifh with death an offence to which flighter 
chaftifements are annexed in other countries, they are 
both cruel and impolitic. A good Government ought 
to render penalties uleful. It is wife to oblige crimi- 
nals to labour for the fervice of the public ; their deaths 
are of no advantage, except to the hangman. 

Under the reign of Louis XIV. there were two or- 
dinances made, which arc uniform throughout the King- 
dom. In the firft, which relates to civil proceedings, 
the Judges are forbidden to decree in any civil matter, 
upon default, when the demand has not been j>roved. 
But in the fecond, wlfuh regulates the criniina) proeds, 
it is not faid, that for want of pioof the aceulcd ihall 
be difmifTed. A flrange tlfing ! I'he law fays, that a 
man who has been cited for a debt llrdl not be con- 
demned for default of appearance, cnlel.v the demand 
hk proved due-, but if the quellion affefis ins life, ’tis 

matter of controverfy ai the bar, wh.ctiier the acculed 
is to be condcmi ed or not, without being convided. 
They pronoonce lentencc* generally without trial : his 
ahf'nfe is ^lorvl rued mro guilt. 'I'hcy leizc his effects, 
and lligm it'ze him. 

'i he lawi ieern to hav(t*moie coididcration for money 
than for lives* they germn an extortioner o. a frau- 
dulent bankrupt ^0 defend themfelvcs by their Counlel, 
when very often an honed: man j.s denied that aid ! It 
there could be proved a fingie cale where an innoetMit^ 
prrfon was vindicated by hjs Cour.fcl, mult it not be 
clear, fl'.ai: the law wh eh deprives hini of it is unjull ^ 
d'he fui) 1^0 de I amoinnon laid againft this law, 

'1 !u,: .0^ Ad' o.atc ci Gounlcj winch tc is cullumary 

tg 



THE AGE OF LOUIS XW 




“ to ;\Uow‘ to the acc^fed, is not a privilege granted 
‘‘ by the ordinances, nor bynhe laws •, ’cis a liberty ac- 
“ quired by natural righr, which is more ancient than 
“ ail human laws. J^atural reaibn tea'ches every man 
that he flaould have rccourfe to the lenfc or know- 
‘‘ ledge of ochtTs, when he is not himfelf fulliciently 
“ poffefled of them to condu6l himfelf, and to borrow 
“ fuccour when he does not find himfelf ftrong enough 
‘‘ for his own defence. Our ordinances have debarred 
the accufed of fo many advantages, that it is but juft 
‘‘ to continue to them what remains ; and principally 
the Advocate, which is the mod cffential part ot it. 
That if a comparifon was made of our proceedings 
‘‘ with thole ot the Romans and other Nations, we 


“ fiioulci find that there is not any one fo rigorous as 
“ that they oble?ve in France, efpecially fince the or- 
dinance oi l 

This procedure is iVill more rigorous fince the ordi- 
nance of 1670. It would have been more mild, it the 
are Iter number of the Commiiiioners had thought like 
Mr. l.armignon. The more they were formerly igno- 
rant and a’olurd, the more mcrcilefs and barbarous they 
b'’C I'ne .\bfurdity condemned Maifhal 0 Ancre to 
thL- 'fr.imc.: It has'diJ.ital a hiir.dicd othtT i'lich fen- 
tc'ut"-' It vas nblurd.t',' wli’t'ii 'vas the hrft mover m 
J;.; rduaere or St. barrholomew. When rcaion is per- 
verted, nw i becomes ot couflc a brute ; locict> then 
only a ibrcH: ot wild bealb of 

morpholc thele brutes into men, you mint begin y 
itslawsAillrcmun, which mcuigrei tnc r renen k, 

huion with a.n iniulierable -ently in Pro- 

vcr.ee and m the '•■‘IgV . j tong in Provence ? 
ri<drc ill Bnttan)*, and b- m tnc 


Pi- 


ccc;. Vcb. dc ro.'d, paje ibt- 


Ilu>- 
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But why confine the argument P There are as many 
jurifprudences as there a^e ti)\^ns ; and in the lame Par- 
liament the maxims of one Chamber are not thofe of the 
next 

They abide by the Roman laws in the countries of 
ftatutc law •, and in the Provinces they are governed by 
cuftom, though this ufage has no prccifion. But thele 
Roman laws are to the amount of forty thoufand > and 
upon thefe forty thoul'and laws there are a thoufand 
voluminous commentaries, which contradid one another. 

Befidcs thefe foity thoufand laws, ibme of which they 
quote generally at hazard, -we have five hundred and 
forty dilferent ciiftoms, reckoning the lelfer towns, and 
even Lme of the larger ones. Which differ from tltc 
ufdges of the principal jurifdidion j fo that a man who 
rides pod through Prance, changes laws oftener than 
he does horfes, as has been laid before •, and an Advo- 
cate who imigiit be an able lawyer in his (jwn town, may 
be a mere Ignoramus in the n^aghi^oui ing one. 

\V li.it an aina/jng contrariety betvvCv.n the laws of 
the i'ame Kingdom ! In Paris, a man who has kvipt a 
houfe in the city for a year and a day, is deemed a citizen 
of the place. In Prancht‘-Conuc, a freeman who has 
refided a year and a day in a moit-main houfe, becomes 
^4, (lave, ills collateral relations inherit not any pro- 
lie might have acquired elfewhere ; and his own 
cRildren are reduced to beggary, if they have palled a 
year at a diltanee front the houfe where their fatlier 
died. Tills Province i,s named free, but what kind ot 
freedom is this ! 

And wlrat h llill more deplorable is, that in Franchc- 
Comte, in Burj^undy, yt the Nivcrnois, in AuvCS'gne, 
and in fomc other Provinces, the Canons, the Monks 
polTels Haves in more-main. One often fees olH.crs 
wearing the mihtary order of St. Louis, and covered 
with wounds, di;* mort-mains of a priell equally inloknt 
and uXclcls fo the wuiid. 


• Sec upon lids head the Prefident Boulucr, 


This 
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This term^ of mori-main, dry fay, arofc from the 
following C'rciimilanee :\hat ijormerly \vhi:n one of thelc 
mort-main bondmen died without leaving any perfu- 
nal etfe^ls which his L.ord could appropriure to l^nifelfj 
they carried him the lught hahd of the deceaRd : a 
worthy orl^n of fuch a denomination ! 

There have been many edids to abolirti this cuftom, 
which is a difgrace to human nature; but the Magil- 
trates who polTefs lands with this prerogative, elude 
the laws, which were only made for the public good; 
and the C’nurch, which poirclies bondmen, oppoles thefe 
wife laws ftill more than the Mag'ftracy. TheEftates- 


General in 1615 in vain petitioned Louis XIII. to renew 
the edibls elude in the reigns of his prcdecelTors, and 
enforce their execution. 'I'he Prefidcnt Lainoignon drew 
up a fcheme for putnng an end to this uUge, a'^d lor com- 
penfating the proprietors; but this projed was neglcdcd. 

In our lini'-s Uie King of SarJinia has deilroyed this 
fervitude in Savely ; but it remains Hill ellabldhed in 
France, hecaufe the oppreflions in the Provinces 
are iv)t felt in the capiul. Whatever is at a dillancc 
from our obfervation never fufheiently intcrclh us. ^ 
When wc would mark tl^e limits between the civil 
power and the ccclefialtical ulages, whar cndlels difputes 
l^rile ' Wliere are the bound'. ? Who can be able to 
conciliate the eurnal contradiftions between the King * 
Exchequer and the Jtirdprudence ? Finally v\ hy m 
criminll ca.e, ..re not the minutes of F" 

down ? Is there any lhame it; giving a rcafoi toi tl ur 
iud -menis ? Why do not ihofe who lit in jiUginent m 
tltc'Ii imc of the Sovereign prelent him with tfteir lenten- 

.,^ie .o,ui a 

wilhed to be when the Upright Civiban, 

fince Piancis i. “ , Iwv'; arrived througii 

grown grey in the Ifudy or the laws, arrivea , 
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his merit to the feat of jufticc, which he/had defeiKled 
by his labours, knowledge in the laws, and by his crediu 
Cicero, Hortenfius, aiid theiirft Mark Antony did not 
purchafe their fears in the Senace. In vain has the 
Abbe Bourzey in his book of errors intitled, ‘‘The 
Political Tcftament of Cardinal Richelieu,*' attempted 
to jtiftify the fale of the dignities in the law ; in vain 
have other authors, more courtiers than patriots, and 
more actuated by perfonal intereft than by the love of 
their country, purfued the traces of the AbbeBourzc\. 
One proof that this purchafe is an abufe is, that it 
took its rife from another abufe, frdm the dilTipatioii 
of the finances of the State. This is a fort of fimony, 
far more injurious than the fale of a Church perferment. 
For if an unconneclcd ecclefiaftic purchafes a fimple 
benefice, there reiulrs neither goed or harm from it to 
the country in which he pofllli'cs no jurifdidion. He 
is not refponfible to any one-, but the Magiftracy has 
the honour, the fortune, and the lives of men in its 
hands. We are attempting in this age to bring every 
thing to perfection *, let us then endeavour to perlcd 
the laws. 


' C H A P. XLII. 

Of the PrQ^refs of the Human Underjlandining the Age of 
Louis XV. 

A WHOLE order aboliflied by the fccular power; 

the difciplinc of others reformed by this power ; 
the divifions allb between magiftracy and the epifcopal 
authority, plainly difeover how much prejudices are 
diflipated, howTar the knowledge of Government is ex- 
tended, and to 'what degree our underftandings ar^ en- 
liphfencd. The feeds of this knowledge were fown in 
the laft century, in the prefent they arc everywhere 
fpriing up, even in the remoteft Provinces, with that 
true eloquence which was fcarcely known except in 

Paris, 
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Paris, but.which has fuddenly flouriftied in many coun- 
^ try-towns-, witnefs the'diiccvarfes* that have Wn de- 
‘Vwered both fiom the bar and the AlTcmbly’Ch^bcrs 
of feme Parliaments-, difeourfes which are made r-picces 
offentiment and expreltion,at l(^aft in manyreipeuls. Since 
the times of the DaguelTeaus, the only models were found 
in the capital, and thefe very rarely. A fuperior reafon 
has extended itfelf in our days, from the foot of the 
Pyrenean hills to the north of France. Philofophy, 
by rendering the mind more juft, and banifhing the ab- 
furdities of far-fetched conceits, has made more than 
one Province the competitors of the capital. 

In f^reneral, the bar has beft underftood that univerW 
jurifpnulence, drawn from nature, which raises itftlt 
above all the laws of convention, or ot liinpL^ authority \ 
laws often’ didate^ by caprice, or by the^ want ot 
money dangerous relources, rather dun uleful laws, 
which are continually jarring, and forming rather a 
chaos than a body of legiftation, as wc have laid 

The Academies have been extremely ferviceable, by 
accuftoming young gentlemen to reading-, and )y 
exciting their genius as wpll us emulation, throu^i 

^'“nJtural philofophy has illuftrated the neceffary 
art? and thele^rts hWe already begun to hea the 
* Ac rvf fhe State cauled bv two fatal wars. Stulls 

r:ll r "»• b, 

perftrdion ; and a due o i neceffary commerce 

mi.ieJ o»gbt ■« be 

forbidden too long . u™'. , “ 

lin.iKd,pMhaps,ao«tll”'»“”“5“'- 

Von. 111. 
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Another academician *Jias ^hewn the moft advantar 
geoc.s^means of furnifliing all the houfts of Paris with 
water, Vhich was much wanted j — a projed which could 
only be reje(flcd either through poverty, negligence, 
or avarice. 

A phyficiaa f has at lall found out the fecret, fo long 
time fought for, of making fea-water potable : fo that 
there remained no more but to, render this experiment 
fo eafy, that it may at all times be fcrviceable, without 
too much expence. 

If any invention can fupply the want of knowledge of 
the longitude, which is with-held from us, it is that of 
the n olt ingenious v/atchmaker of France if, who dif- 
putes this invention with England But \vc mufl wait 
’till Time puts his ftal to all tiiele difcoveries. for it i^ 
not with an invention that has its utility and inconveni- 
tneies, a difcovery whi. h can becl.iputed, or an opini- 
on which may be conceit. d, as with thofe gieat monu- 
rrients of the hnc arts in puetiy, eloquence, niufic, archi- 
tebime, feulpture, and painting, which at once engaged 
the approbation of all nations, and infuicd thatof pul- 
tericy, by an eclat which notliing can obl'cure. 

We have already ipoken of tlie celebrated lepofiiory 
of human knowledge which has appeared under the 
title of iht BiuJionnaire EncyLlopcditiue. Jt is an ever- 
lading honour to the nation, that the ofheers of war 
both of lea and land, ancient magiltrates, ph) licians well- 
fkilled in natuie, the truly learned as well us nominal 
dodors, p'icn of Icttcis whole talk has refined cl.e r 
knowledge, •geon ctricians ^nd natural philolophers, 
have all contributed to this work, as ufeful as it is difii- 
cult, without any view^f inteiellj without even feekiHg 
after fame, fince many of them conceal their names j 
in fhort, without communicating ihpir intelligences to 
each other, and confcquently exempt from the Ipirit of 
part);. • « „ 

But what is yet more honourable for the country is, 
that in this immenlc collecHion, its merits triumph over 

• Mit Deparcieux. f Mr. PoilTonnier. l Mr. LeRoi, 

its 
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impcrfeftions, which* has ,» never before happened. 
The perfccutions it has undergone, are not altogether lb 
honourable for France.^ TJie fame unfortunate Ipiritof 
forms, mixed with pride, envy* and ignorance^ which 
occafioned the fupprefiion of the Artot Printing in the 
time of Louis XI. public Ihews in the reign of Hen- 
ry IV. the beginnings of Ibund phiiofophy under 
Louis XIII. and even emetics and inoculation-, this fame 
fpirit, 1 fay, an enemy to all inllrudion, and to every 
thing that c,an elevate the mind, gave almoft mortal 
blows to this memorable undertaking. It has even been 
the means of rendering it not fo perfed as it might have 
been, in putting on thofe fhackles with which reafon 
mufl: never be confined, becaule umcrity only fliould 
be repioved, and got liberal inveiligations, without 
which the human underftanding can never make any 
progrefs. It is certain, that the knowledge of nature, 
the difnelief of the ancient fables honoined with the 
name of hiltory, and found metaphyfics free from the 
impertinences ot the Schools, are the produce ot this 
age, and that human reafon is improving cveiy day. 

^It is true, that all undertakiogs have not been equally 
fortunate. Voyages to the'farther end of the world to 
confirm a truth that Newton has demonfirated in his 
clofet, have left doubts upon the exactnels ot mealures. 
The experiment of rough iron forged or converted into 
fteel, that of* breeding animals in the Egyptian manner 
in climates very dificrent from Egypt, and many other 
efforts of the like nature, have been the means of lo ing 
much precious time, and even ruined lome 
Too hazardous fyftems have difgr^ijed thole works which 
' would have been very ulefuL A reliance has been 
made on deceitful experiments, to revive the ancient 
animals could be produced Without leed ; 

more chimerical 


error, that 


even 


from whence iffued imaginations . 
than flioJe of the animals. Some have 
Of Newton’s difeovery upon attradion ^ven to 

lay, that infants aie formed m their ^^her s wo,^ by 
UtlUion , others have invented '^lin 

culiE, arid have- carried themlclves lo far 
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idea«{, as to affirm that mountains have been formed by 
lea. There would as much truth in faying, tha: 
thclH had been formed by mountains. 

Who could believe tj;iat fume geometricians have been 
wild enough to iiragine, that in the exaltation of the 
foul, we may poflefs the gift of forefecing the future 
as if prefent *, yet more than one philofophcr, as I have 
already remarked, took it into his head, from the ex- 
ample of Defcartes, to put himlelf in God's place, and 
create a world with a word : but now, all thefe philofo- 
phical follies are reproved by the wife ; and even thefe 
fantaftical edifices, overthrown by redfon, have left in 
their ruins materials, of which reafon itfelf has made 
fome life. 

A like extravagance has infeded the moral world. 
There have been known underhand ings lo blind as to 
undermine the very foundation of fociety, at the time 
they thought to reform it. They have been mad enough 
to maintain, that the dihindions of meim & tuum are 
criminal, and chat one ought not to enjoy the fruits of 
one’s own labour *, that noi only all mankind are upon a 
level, but that they liavc perverted the order of nature 
in forming Ibcieties *, that men are born to be ieparated 
from each other like wild beads*, and that beavers, bees, 
and pifmires, confound the eternal laws by forming a 
republic among their kind. 

Thele impcitinences, worthy of an hofpital of mad- 
men, have been for Ibme time in fafliion, as apes arc 
made to dance in fairs. 

This atrocious phrenzy has been carried to fuch an 
incredible point of abfurdity, that I do not know what 
favage mountebank it was who had the impudCincc w 
fay, in a projed of education, “ That a King ffiouid 
“ not hefitate to give a hangman’s daughter in marriagg 
to his Ion* if their taftes, humours, and charaders, 
agreed 

• Emiliu5, vol. iv. page I3'3. J. f. Rou/Teau well deferved thh 
concrjpptuuas Itridure, for this and fome other reprchenfibk paf- 
in hn ntiir; .. / ra'Jlutor* 
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Theology has not been fcrcened from thefe excefles. 
Works whofe -nature is to be edifying are become 
defV'atory libels, and havee^en provoked the cenfureof 
Parliaments, and ought to be condemned by all Aca- 
demies, for the vilenefs of theia compofition. 

More than one fuch abufe feems tohaveinfefted' literature. 

A crowd of writers have wandered into a laboured ftile, 
either violent and unintelligible, or in a total . negleft 
of all grammar. Abfurdity has been carried fo far as 
to render Tacitus ridiculous. Much has been written 
in this age, but genius belonged to the former. The 
French language was carried, in the time ot Louis XIV. 
to the highelt p&int of perfeftion, in all kinds ; not in 
ufinr^ terms new or unufeful, but in employing with 
art atl the necefiary words which were in ule. It is at 
orefent to be feared, that this fine language will degene- 
r^ate in confequence of that unfortunate facility in 
writino which the lall age has hand d down to pol erity ; 
for models produced a crowd of imitators, and thelc 
imitators always endeavour to make up by w-ords what 
they want in genius ; -the language which they cannot 
cmbellifii, they disfigure. France was paiticuLily 1 - 
tini^uillied in the flourilbing. reign of Louis XIV. by 
the° insnilar perfection to whicli. Racine railed the the- 
atre and by the charms of expreffion, which he brough 

to filch a degree of elegance and punry as had been 
k f^rr- his time entirely unknown : notwitnftandinj,, 
afar l.m, «, CngT applauded » barbarous as 

^d in reproving fuch as France 

7 It is true that the ^r" l a 

fuch a fuperionty over gbry of 

rated.,.and the Kingdom would b no > 

this* kind, If It was not fo .11^ fif^.entli 

genius, fuch as the tour Sealons. 
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chapter of Eel ifarius, if it may be permitted toplac<; 
profe by the fi le of thcmoftelcgant jpoefy.* 

But finally^ literature, altho* often corrupted, odciu 
|ji^^almolt all the youth who are well brought up-, it 
has ‘even fpread into thofe claffes of life wiiich we:e 
before ignorant of it. It is to this we are indebted for 
the baniHimcnt of grofs debaucheries, and the preferva- 
tion of the politenefs introduced into the nation by 
Louis XIV. and his mother. 

This literary knowledge, ufcful in all conditions of 
life, foothes public calamities, bydireding the mind to 
agreeable objeds, which would otherwife be too much 
dcprclTcd by the contemplation of human mifcrics. 


FINIS. 
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